



























































of @ Qeild

Lt. Colonel Marlene Chase

ook deeply into the eyes of
% remarkable man, eyes that
are etched at the corners

with laugh lines, eyes that sparkle
with something like joy or love, eyes
that compel you to notice the kind-
ness and compassion that are the
trademarks of Kurt Weishaupt.

He wears gold-rimmed glasses
and his lips have been stretched in a
permanent smile. Perhaps his is not
a remarkable face and would not
turn heads, but this is a man who
has been hosted by presidents and
first ladies, written up in the Con-
gressional Record and saluted by
heads of a plethora of prestigious
organizations around the world.

For more than 35 years, New York
philanthropist Kurt Weishaupt has
helped people through his involve-
ment in more than 40 different orga-
nizations. He is chairman of the Gift
of Life District 7250, comprising
Rotary Clubs of Brooklyn, Queens
and Nassau County. Sponsored by
Rotary International, this is an orga-
nization that has saved the lives of
more than 1,250 children by arrang-
ing open-heart surgery for desper-
ately ill candidates with no cost
whatsoever to the parents.

Reverence For Life

“The Gift of Life is more than a
medical program; it is aconcept that
asks the people of the world to
believe in and share reverence for
life,” says Weishaupt. For good rea-
son, this concept has deep person-
al significance for him.

In 1935, when he was 22 years
old, Kurt fled his native Germany to
escape the Nazi regime. For six
years he moved through Europe,
often just one step ahead of the
authorities. Trude, his wife of 47

years, joined him on this har-
rowing journey, during which
they were married.

The Weishaupts’ story of
escape to America is filled with
miraculous intervention and
compassion from unexpected
and often unknown sources.

Kurt spent 11 months in a
concentration camp in France
before he and 21 other prison-
ers escaped. After a long and
difficult search, Kurt was
reunited with Trude. The
Weishaupts later survived by
using forged liberation papers
supplied by a fellow prisoner,
until a priest smuggled the
couple into Spain. Friends of
Trude helped them gain passage to
America in 1941.

Penniless when they arrived in
America, Kurt and Trude gained
employment at numerous odd jobs
to maintain themselves. Kurt's
brother-in-law, living in Rio de
Janeiro sent a large box of postage
stamps, which Trude started to sell.
Then Kurt took over the sales and
shaped the company into one of the
largest wholesale stamp businesses
in the world. Once the business was
established around 1960, he and
Trude became involved in commu-
nity organizations, and also found
time to raise three children.

Partners in Service

Kurt was introduced to The Sal-
vation Army by a Rotarian, Com-
missioner Albert Scott (R) of the
Eastern Territory, who is still a dear
friend of Kurt's. This initial en-
counter brought to the Army asplen-
did friend who has joined his hand
with ours.

As a result, Kurt became the first
trustee of the Booth Memorial Med-
ical Center, a voluntary hospital in
Queens, NY, then a service of The

Once a refugee from Nazism, Kurt Weishaupt has
reached out to others in thanks for those who helped
him along the way. Here he celebrates with aRussian
girl who underwent heart surgery through the Gift of
Life program. Mr. Weishaupt had traveled to Rus-
sia to meet children in the programand their families.

Salvation Army. He became a mon-
umental force behind the medical
center’s development and public
relations program. When Trude
passed away, Kurt presented a gift
to the Booth Memorial Medical
Center which provided the initial
funding for the establishment, in
her memory, of the largest renal
dialysis center in Queens. Also
established in Trude’s memory was
the Trude Weishaupt Memorial
Clinic for Sexually Abused Chil-
dren as part of the Queens child
guidance center.

Trude shared Kurt’s sensitivity to
the needs of his community, and his
sense of gratitude for his many
blessings; this same love for others
and concern for the less fortunate of
the world is reflected in his second
wife, Ethel. They are a team in ser-
vice to others.

“Kurt Weishaupt has a deep love
for The Salvation Army and its mis-
sion,” says Lt. Colonel Thomas E.
Adams, former executive directorof
the hospital, and now Eastern ter-
ritory secretary for business ad-
ministration.

continued on next page
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Kurt is vice chairman of the
Salvation Army’s National Advi-
sory Board (NAB), which meets
three times a year to recommend
policy directions and program
changes to the Commissioners’
Conference. Since becoming a mem-
ber 11 years ago, Kurt has never
missed a meeting.

“My work with The Salvation
Army over the last 25 years has had
a tremendous impact on my life,”
says Kurt reflectively, as he leans
back in his chair and looks beyond
the walls of the interviewing room.

“The Salvationists I have known
have given me an example of dedi-
cation and devotion beyond imagi-
nation. They have influenced me in
such a way that [ have been trying to
imitate their wonderful humanitar-
ian traits. Salvationists are among
my best personal friends.”

Kurt keeps in contact with past
Army officers who were part of the
NAB, maintaining lively friend-
ships.

Kim Ko-chul and Comfort

Kurt’s work with the Gift of Life
program has also benefited Salva-
tionists across the globe. One such
person was Lieutenant Kim Ko-
chul, who weighed just 82 pounds
and suffered severe heart problems
when he was brought to New York
in 1988. Today, he carries on a suc-
cessful Salvation Army ministry in
South Korea.

In 1994, Kurt learned about Com-
fort Olorontoba, daughter of Niger-
ian Salvation Army officers, who
needed surgery to correct a large
hole in her heart. She was brought to
this country by Kurt’s Gift of Life
program. The operation was suc-
cessfully performed, and Comfort
Olorontoba is on her way to enjoy-
ing a happy, healthy life in her
homeland.

These are just two of the 1,250
children helped by Gift of Life and
Kurt Weishaupt. Eighty percent of
the original Gift of Life members are
still together, and after 20 years they
are still saving lives.

Some of the children Kurt has

6 THE WAR CRY/AUGUST 5. 1995

Celebrating with another of the 1,250 chil-
dren who have benefited from Gift of Life’s
provision of open-heart surgery. “Our only
regret is that thousands more children were
desperately ill and waiting.”

brought to the United States for
operations have come from the for-
mer Soviet Union.

“Our only regret,” Kurt says as
he ponders the faces of children
dear to him, “is that even as we
saved thesedeservingand wonder-
ful children, many thousands more
were desperately ill and waiting.
Our most heroic effort to bring
them all to these shores for healing
has fallen short.”

A Plan of Action

“My idea wasto help the Russian
hospitals and their excellent sur-
geons to help themselves with large
shipments of medicine contributed
by medical sources in America.

“American and Russian Rotari-
ans joined with those great human-
itarians—The Salvation Army—in a
powerful partnership,” says Kurt.

The Salvation Army, which is fast
expanding throughout the Russian
republics, has been safeguarding and
distributing materials and drugs

donated by American companies \;

and institutions. With the latest
seven shipments, a grand total of
$29,273,000 (U.S.) in supplies have
been delivered during the last 24
months to 51 hospitals in 15 re-
publics of Russia and countries in
Central America, without cost.

This has not only eased the lives
of many thousands of people but
also has created tremendous good
will for our country. “Of course I
had tremendous amounts of help
from many sources,” says Kurt,
“first of all from our board of direc-
tors and members of the board of
trustees of the International Rotary
Foundation, the U.S. State Depart-
ment Fund for Democracy, and
from many of the most outstanding
children’s hospitals in New York,
New Jersey and some other states.
Of course, there are the surgeons,
doctors and nurses in those hospi-
tals who were part of the team.

“Many private individuals have
made financial contributions as
well. Map International (Help for
the World’s Poor) supplied us with
most of the materials without
charge, except forwarding expenses
and storage. All the shipments are
delivered free of cost to the hospitals
concerned.”

'he children.”

The new plan of Gift of Life means
that adults as well as children are
benefiting from American generosi-
ty. Gift of Life still treats growing
numbers of children in medical cen-
ters here, but the Russian example,
says Kurt, “could be a pattern for
massive nation-to-nation programs
to help other countries help them-
selves.”

“It matters little if ailing children
are cured by us or by their coun-
tries” physicians,” Kurt says prag-
matically. “But it matters a great
deal that they are cured. We are
pledged to forever offer hope and
help to children with devotion,
energy and love.”

During President and Mrs. Boris
Yeltsin’s visit in Washington last
October, Kurt was invited by First
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton to
come to the White House to partic-
ipate in a round table conference.
He gave a report about the support



given to the Russian Republic with-
out cost. The White House sent him
a letter of thanks for the outstanding
work done by him, the Gift of Life
and Rotary in general.

AtKurt’'s 80th birthday party, the
Russian Ambassador to the Unit-
ed States, the honorable Mr. Vor-
ontsov presented Kurt with the
“Order of Friendship of Peoples.”
Six hundred forty people from 21
countries came to honor him. Kurt
is the first person ever to be deco-
rated with a Russian state order for
charity. Earlier he received the Leo
Tolstoy International Gold Medal of
International Association of Chil-
dren’s Funds. Others to receive this
award have been Albert Sabin (for-
mulator of the polio vaccine) and
Mother Teresa.

A Happy Man

“What I am doing is helping meto
be a happy man,” says Kurt. “I am
lucky enough to have been moder-
ately successful in my life. Now I
have the opportunity to thank the
people who helped me when Iwasin
need and in danger, to thank this
country for giving me a chance to
come here when therest of the world
was closed, and to support many
others in need around the world who
have been less fortunate than I was.”

Kurt is not deterred by the doom-
sayers—those who throw up their
hands in despair about the world’s
condition.

“I realize that the world is not ideal
and that the needs are very great. But
I feel that when I close my eyes, my
life will not have been in vain.”

When asked what had given him

First Lady Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton (left) invit-
§ ed Kurt and Ethel Weis-
haupt to the White
House in 1994 to discuss
with Russian President
Boris Yeltsin efforts to
provide open-heart sur-
gery atU.S. hospitals for
300 Russian children.
Also attending was Mrs.
Yeltsin (third from left).

the greatest fulfillment of all his
many accomplishments and acco-
lades, Kurt Weishaupt gives an
immediate response. “The children,
the children,” he says as though even
now he can see their small faces and
feel their arms around his neck.
“Two years ago, we helped get an
operation for the only child of a
mother from Rostov, Russia. When |
came again to her country, her fam-
ily made a special trip to Rostov to
see me and to thank me for helping
give their son a new life. They
brought me gifts, flowers and Russ-
ian chocolates. Tremendous affection
was shown to me on that occasion.”
And as Kurt talks of this incident, the
love light shines in his eyes.
Recently, a host of Kurt Weis-
haupt’s friends and family hosted

his 80th birthday party. Many lov-
ing tributes were given, but none,
according to Kurt, meant asmuch as
the words of his own grandson,
James.

“Opa, while you've provided so
much for me as a grandparent,
what’s most important is the exam-
ple you’ve set. I must always keep
an eye towards those in need and
follow your example of loving, self-
less service. On this day, in which
it’s customary for you to receive pre-
sents, please accept my gratitude for
the gift you’ve given me. I love you.”

Kurt Weishaupt is committed to helping doc-
tors throughout Russia, the Commonwealth
of Independent States and countries in Cen-
tral America help themselves, as evidenced
by the $29,273,000 worth of medical supplies
he has had delivered to these areas.

A Tribute to Mr. Kurt Weishaupt

¢ LS

Commissioners Kenneth L. and Marjorie
Hodder greet Mr. Weishaupt at a Salvation
Army National Advisory Board gathering.

hile the accompanying article
concerning Kurt Weishaupt—a
wonderful humanitarian, remarkable
friend and generous supporter—pays
its own eloquent tribute to him, I am
grateful for this opportunity to offer my
own salute.
To be in the company of Kurt and

Ethel Weishaupt is to be enveloped by
love, kindness and grace. The Weis-
haupts exude such personal warmth
that it is unlikely they have ever met a
stranger.

Kurt’s remarkable record as a mem-
ber of the National Advisory Board
stands alone. While traveling around the
globe in the conduct of his business, he
has never missed a board meeting. While
sucha record testifies to his considerable
skills as an organizer of his own time and
affairs, it is also a testament to his
absolute dedication to God and the min-
istries of The Salvation Army.

We thank God for you, Kurt. You are
one of His greatest gifts to The Salva-
tion Army and its mission in the Unit-
ed States, Russia and the CIS—and
wherever your compassion has taken
you as you have sought to meet the
needs of people, especially children.

—Commissioner Kenneth L. Hodder
National Commander
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MEMORANDUM

TO: MELANNE VERVEER

DEPUTY CHIEF OF PROTOCOL

FROM: EDYTHE M. HOLBROOK
EXECUTIVE DI1RECIUR ARYO
DATE: 8 AUGUST 1995

The dust has finally settled. ARYO struck it’s final note in
Cleveland on July 13 with another smashing performance by
violinist Tatiana Pak, whose Rimsky brought a normally
reserved audience to its feet! That was atter 4000 miles
ahoard "The Yankee Doodle Firebird Express", 11 cities and
and 15 concerts in just over two weeks.

This is to thank you for raining magic down on our concert in
Washingt:an by honoring us with your presence and your
splendid salute from Mrs. Clinton. It meant the worid to us
to have you there. My sincere hope is that we can keep you
involved.

One of our musicians, clarinetist Laura Grantier, a little
pistol from Natchez, Mississippi, 1s now with the Navy Banad
which, I gather, performs often at the White House. Watch
fur her. OShe is dynamite. We also have Scott Sabo (ARYO
1990) in the President’s Own. We trained Laura this year to
give special "Informances", an informal solo presentation
that combines personal history with music. How and why Laura
became a clarinetist is a olassic!

We will keep you posted on plane for ARYO World Tour 1696.




























































¥,
" 5b7/00 FRT 10:58 FAX @oo3
- .‘/

OPEN SOCIETY INSTITUTE © S

GEORGE SOROS
Charman

January 5, 2000

ArYEH NEIER
Prasident

The Honorable Madeleine Albright
Secretary of State

2201 C Street, N.W.,

Washington, DC 20520

Dear Madeleine:

1 understand that the Administration is considering severe cuts in the funding available
for the promotion of civil society work in Russia and Central Asia. We all can appreciate
the difficult budget decisions that any administration has to make. There arc always
other important priorities. But I want to register with you my strong opposition to any
tendency by the US Government to slacken its efforts to promote civil society in these
countries.

As you know, I have gone all out personally 1o try to encourage positive trends in Russia
and Central Asia that would help citizens there build open societies--societics that protect
democratic rights and foster free markets. I have devoted a considerable portion of my
personal fortune to such efforts.

My foundations in Russia and Central Asia have worked closely with US Govcrnment-
supported institutions, especially the Eurasia Foundation. I consider the Eurasia
Foundation one of the most successful AID efforts. We jointly support projects together.
They have been particularly helpful in Belarus whcre | had to close my foundation. Our
cooperative efforts make the whole larger than the sum of its parts. A decision by the US
Govemment to cut back its support will therefore have consequences far beyond the sums

in question. Severe cuts in support for civil society by the US Government will therefore
leave me feeling bitter and betrayed.

As long as the countries in the region allow us to continue our efforts to plant the seeds of
open society among their people, we would be foolish to forcyo this historic opportunity
to advance the development of these countrics and continue our efforts to integrate them
fully into the intemational community.

So I urge that in allocating money to Russia and Central Asia, you help your colleagues
understand the stakes involved for the pcople, other funders likc myself, and the future of
this region. Look at our success in Croatia!

With best regards.

E 400 West 59th Street, New York, New York 10019 ¢ Phone: 212. 548. 0600 o Fax: 212. 548, 4679 = Website: http://www.sor0s org
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OlnferAction

Amarican Council for Volyntary Internetiencl Actian

December 22, 1999

The Honorable Samuel R. Berger
National Security Advisor
The White House

GEN
Dear Mr. Berger:

We write to you today about the NIS accounts on behalf of InterAction, a
coalition of 164 NGO organizations that are responsible for implementing a
large sharc of the United States’ efforts in sustainable development, disaster
assistance, refugee protection and humanitanan assistance worldwide.

In cooperation with it’s members, headquartered in 25 statcs, InterAction also
advocatcs cncrgetically to Congress for mare adequate funding for the crucial
150 account and for Congressional support for responsible foreign policies.

We understand that the Administration is contcmplating truly drastic cuts in
development assistance programs in most of the N1S region to find prionitics
in the security area. Congress has created difficult rade-ofTs for the
Administration through their low budget appropriation. We understand.

But we strongly urge you to minimize these cuts and consider a more
balanced approach to the U.S. assistance portfolio in the region. By

rcform, democratization and small biikiness development, such cuts will do

A AL
Senous ng-term national interesfs, including our long-term
secunty concerns.

Based on the recent Russian Duma elections and the fortnation of the new
Ukrainian government, it appears we are on the cusp of significant political
development in the region that now nccds 1o be encouraged and supported,
not cut. A lot of work remains, but the promising signs that we see in the
region show that much of the U.S. effort is bearing fruit and the momentum
should not be slowed

Prirted on recycled pager

imerAction 3 » membershlp asaacialion of US private voluniary ofganizations engsged in Intemational Aumanianan emorts inciuting
relied, devalopment, refugee axuisiance, sNVKONmMent, pogulation, pudlic pohicy, and global educalion.
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Before finalizing any significant cuts, we urge you to take another hard look at the actual work
and results of development assistance in Russia, Ukraine, Cenmal Asia and thte Caucasus. We
understand that budget realities will require some reductions, but hope that the direct link
betareen vital U.S. national secunity interests and the long-term investments we make in
grassroots development and governance in the NIS will be adequately evaluated.

Thank you for your attention to this crucial issue.
Sincerely,

“Juw

Jira Moody
President and CEO

CC: Leon Fuenth, National Security Advisor (o the Vice President
Brady Anderson, USAID Administrator
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o persuaded the Kazakh government to alter its onerous tax cost;

e enabled local newspapers in Russia to maintain their independence in the face of
encroachment from oligarchs and authoritarian govemors;

¢ helped businesses in St. Petersburg to set up local codes of conduct to fight
corruption,

e persuaded local authorities in Vladimir in Russia to reduce the number of steps
needed to register a small business so significantly that the number of new
businesses opened in that city six months AFTER the August 1998 crisis was much
greater than in the previpus year.

Other USAID recipients would have comparable lists.

The programs supported by civil society efforts also support our national security interests,
as you know. In the Caucasus, for example, Eurasia Foundation grantees from Azerbaijan,
Armenia, and Georgia met last year in the largest meeting of representatives of the three
countries to take place since independence. Their goal was to develop cross-border projects
of benefit to all three countries, This meeting has given rise to the Eurasia Foundation’s so-
called Synergy Project, designed to promote the kinds of society-level cross border
cooperation that will complement the Administration's efforts to secure the resolution of the
conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh and to bring the three governments together,

A continuing strong US Government commitment to civil society will help encourage
others to continue to do their share. In the past two years, precisely because of the strong
US Government commitment to civil society, the Eurasia Foundation alone has been able to
persuade the governments of Finland, the Netherlands, Norway, and Sweden to join with us
in common projects. We have deepened partnerships with such major foundations as the
Open Society Institute, Ford Foundation, Mott Foundation, MacArthur Foundation, and
Starr Foundation,

‘Many of the people in the countries in which the Foundation and other USAID grantees
work take part in civil society programs at considerable personal risk, The Foundation’s
grantees have been subject to arrest, harassment, and in one case even murder. All of them
are engaged in what can be described privately as benign subversion of the old order--the
extension of the Czech Republic’s “Velvet Revolution™. They take risks because they want
their countries to join the modern democratic world. It would be a tragedy at this critical
juncture, a mere decade after the end of the Cold War and at the dawn of a new millennium,
to send them the message that America is not in it for the long run.

Cuts of the order [ understand are in consideration would force the Eurasia Foundation for
one to abandon whole regions of Russia and Central Asia. I strongly believe that would not
be in our national interest. In Russia, the projects that these funds support extend the US
reach beyond Moscow and into the furthest corners of the Federation. They are the clearest
signal to the general population of the United States’ good will toward Russia and its long-
term commitment to Russia’s overall political and economic development. The Eurasia
Foundation has worked hard over several years to gain this acceptance.

I know from talking to you, you have a strong commitment to civil society programs.
Therefore, I hope in whatever way you believe appropriate you will support efforts to








