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Political Process Activities:
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Concern about USAID's commitment to civil society
programming may stem from recent changes in political
process support, brought about by Russia's new election
law.

The Russian Duma recently passed a new election law
creating a formal "black=-out period" during which time
foreign assistance groups like NDI and IRI will be
prohibited from undertaking activities perceived to
benefit Russian political parties.

During this "black-out period" USAID political process
activities are being re-focused to concentrate on:

« Non-partisan civic advocacy activities related
to NGO coalition-building and voter
mobilization by civic groups;

« Pollwatcher training, conducted in a non-
partisan manner and through the Central
Election Commission; and to

- Expand upon larger civil society efforts.
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