










































































































































































Why have a code?

3)

A code of ethics acts as a specific, identifying feature for a
particular professional group, both for the professionals
themselves and for the general public. In addition, the need
for an explicit code has become more urgent in recent years,
as an accelerated pace of social and technological change
has produced a sharp increase in the number and complexity
of professional situations that demand an ethical response.
Finally, the increased speed and frequency of global
communications have made the development of a formal
statement of shared beliefs and values vital as an agreed
point of departure or common language for the profession
worldwide.

What can a code do?

A code of ethics offers guidance (ideals) for professional
conduct - the moral "shoulds” and "oughts” of life. These
"morals” direct the behavior of midwives in their
relationships with individuals, institutions, and the world.
The code offers a framework which may enhance midwives'
capacity for effective moral decision-making and reflection.
It may also provide external, agreed cnteria by which the
appropriateness of a given course of action may be
challenged or justified.

What can’t a code do?

A code of ethics cannot assure ethical practice or "good”
decisions in midwifery care; it cannot "tell” one how to
make ethical decisions or what to do in every situation; it
cannot prevent its misuse; and the code cannot offer specific
issues for discussion or resolution. Finally, a code cannot
remove from midwives the responsibility and pain of living
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and acting, at times, in situations of ambiguity or "not
knowing", of having no in-built guarantees about what, in a
given case, constitutes “right action”.

What is required for use of a code of ethics?

The main requirements for using a code of ethics as a
professional include the commitment to critical thinking
(time and moral reasoning); the ability (capacity and
willingness) to make decisions; a commitment to being a
good moral agent - wanting to do the right thing for the
right reasons in caring for others while accepting
responsibility for one’s own actions and decisions; and an
understanding - of ethics, of oneself and one’s values, and
other’s values as well.

Suggestions on_how to use the Code of Ethics

The value of a statement of one’s professional code of ethics
lies in its usefulness in all spheres of professional practice.
For the midwife, these spheres of practice may include
direct caregiving, teaching others, administration and
research. The following are suggestions of how the
International Code of Ethics for Midwives may be used:

In daily practice, the Code can be an important tool or
reference point (yardstick) when facing decisions on what
one "should” do in caring for women and childbearing
families. While the statements of the Code may not give
absolute direction to your decision making, they can (or the
ethical principles they are based upon can) offer a
framework for action: eg. selecting an option that promotes
good or prevents harm to women.






