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have been in your country 
only a short time. Yet already I 
have been impressed wi th your land: 
with its beauty and i t s climate and 
above al I with the spirit of its 
people. 

This is a revolution ary country 
and a young 9ountry; young not jus t 
in years, but in the spirit of youth-­
a s pirit of imag in ation and courage 
and appetite for the adventure of 
I if e. 

President Kennedy once said 
th at Averel I Harriman, who negoti ated 
the Test-Ban Treaty at the ag e of 72, 
was the youngest man in Washington. 

In t he same way President 
Keny atta is th e youngest man in 
Kenya--though he yi e lds to none in 
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the maturity and sagacity of 
judgment that years and experience 
bring. 

Now I om glad to come here to 
Kenyatta Teachers College , to see 
the ri ches t resources of this notion-­
more important than your land or 
your minerals or even the many new 
industries you ore building. 

( Th at most important res our ce is 

l 

thi s s chool-- ond you who are it s 
s tu dents. 

For the future of thi s nati on, 
the future of· any noti on in this 
difficult world, is in ed uc ati on. 
One of our greatest Pres i dent s , 
Th omas Jeffers on, was l ik e your 
President a man of many tal ent s -­
s t atesman, diplomat, ar ch it ect, 
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scientist, surveyor, writer, and 
musician. Yet of a I I his 
accomplishments he was proudest 
of the fact that he founded a great 
university, because he knew that 
education is the most precious 
ingredient of freedom and progress 
for ~ny people. And he asked in 
his w i I I that on any memor i a I , the 
univetsity be one of the three things 
by which he should be remembered. 

So one day, one of President 
Kenyatta's greatest achievements 
may be remembered as the founding 
of this school. 

Jefferson said that "A notion 
which expe cts to be ignorant and 
free, expects what never was and 
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never wi I I be." This is true for 
individuals; only those with the 
advantages of education are free to 
fu If i I I their potent i a I, to find 
their destiny. You are the fortunate 
and the favored. But if the nation 
is to be free, it is the nation--
not just individuals--who must be 
educated. 

( So the task before tho se of us 

(. 

who have an education wi I I be to 
use it for more than ourselves--
for the benefit of al I our brothers, 
within and without our borders. 

Nowhere is there a more desperate 
need for your help than in the 
countryside of this nation. 

Keny a is a favored I and; its 
soi I is rich in potential. And 
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that potent i a I must be fu I I y used. 
Here in Africa, and a I I around the 
world, food resources are dwindling 
as population increases. The human 
race, which grew to 3 bi 11 ion in 
tens of thousands of years, wi I I 
grow by another 3 bi 11 ion in the 
next forty years. Already the 
United States, which for decades 
hos fed the hungry in many lands, 
hos less than two years' supply of 
wheat in its larders. Famine 
stalks the world; and few notions 
con I ook to the future □nworr i ed. 

But your soi I wi 11 not feed 
the hungry--Kenyo's potential wi I I 
not b.e fu If i I I ed--un I ess you ~ (~ll<,.,.,_, 
a revolution in agriculture> ~e 
M ,:-_,{°' a....J w ~ ~,'4., 
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I have traveled in many nations, 
in recent years--in Latin America 
and Asia and Africa. 

Almost everywhere, men cry 
out for land--for the income and 
dignity which come with its ownership. 

Here in Kenya, you are working 
to provide land to the man who 
works it; and that experience, the 

( techniques and knowledge you develop, 
may be of great assistance to nations 
elsewhere in Africa, and even on 
other continents. 

But giving men land is only 
one part of a true land reform-­
one step toward independence for 
a notion and its farmers. /(}1~ ~ 

fV!v~+ c;h..rw (lu_ ~ - M/. • 
J ut,, r ~ llt.M1.1 o.. - ~ 1.M ~ 

Jl lb. r . It o...l l ~ V .e ~ t- ~ I) "ia.'>+ ,1,n-, f..C\. I 41 5 
, 

Afn c.~ 
1 

a.Mo/. ..WU.. .e le.< W ~~ 1M f¼.. 
~\o(. 
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To be productive, to feed the 
farmer and the city dweller alike, 
farms need fences and machinery 
and fert i Ii zer and better seed. 

To buy these things, farmers 
need agricultural credit--but in 
most of the world, there is no 
credit for the sma I I farmer. 

So we must everywhere create 
new financial institutions, abl·e 
to invest funds in this most vital 
of a 11 industries. 

Even more important, many 
farmers have to learn how to use 
modern farming methods: how to 
guardf their cattle from disease; 
how to rotate crops and land; 
how to use the new benefits of 
agricultural technology. 
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And this requires a gigantic 
educational effort: thousands to 
teach agriculture in every school 

..A.Al 
and university in and; and 
tens of thousands of young men and 
women ready to go out into the 
countryside to every vi I I age and 
farm, to bring mi .I Ii ons of~ 
people into the present day--to 
span centuries of history in a 
single generation. 

Other new institutions must 
also be created. 

Increased production w i I I mean 
I ittle to the farmer unless we 
bui Id new networks of marketing and 
transportation, so he can sel I his 
product at a decent price. 
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Better farming methods cannot 
be used by men ravaged by disease 
and i 11 health, without doctors 
and medicines to cure them. And 
honest and capable public administratio 
an d protection for individual rights 
are essential to progress and 
security in every rural area in 
the world. 

Al I of these--from the creation 
of new banking institutions to 
showing a farmer how to use a 
better plow--can only be done by 
you. 

New knowledge can come only 
from those educated people who 
have taken the trouble to study it. 
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We may know everything about 
the Battle of Marathon, which saved 
the freedom of ancient Greece; but 
that wi 11 not save a farmer's 
freedom from want, if he does not 
know how to preserve his soi I from 

. erosion. 
We may acquire the power to 

stir men with words; but if we do 
( not know how to teac~, there are 

mi 11 ions of children who wi 11 never 
acquire enough words to read a 
newspaper or even a road s ign. 

This is the cha I lenge to youth 
everywhere: to bring their learning 
and their knowledge to mi 11 ions of 
less fortunate; to leave the comfort 
and excitement of the city, and face 
the discomfort and cha I lenge of the 
countryside. 
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This cha I I enge has been accepted 
by many. 

Thousands of young Americans 
work in the Peace Corps, in the 
isolated vi I loges of three continents. 

Many young Europeans are doing 
the same. 

And in Peru, in Chi le, in 
Venezue I a and now in Braz i I, other 

< young people, students like yourself, 
are accepting the cha I lenge in their 
own nations. 

Why are these young people-­
with al I the advantages of education, 
all the possibi liti es of a life of 
ease--turning instead to a I ife of 
sacrifice? 
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Above a I I, it is because they 
realize that the countryside holds 
the future of their nations. 

In the greater part of the 
world, from 75 to qo per cent of 
the people I ive on the farm; and 
agriculture provides the same 
proportion of the gross national 
product of most nations. 

Even the most industrial of 
societies have been bu i It on 
progress in agriculture. 

In my own nation, it has been 
increases in agriculttiral productivity 
of 6 per cent yearly that have 
provided the base for our industrial 
and commercial expansion-- a wfJ"vsT 

o..t; ~ -.l.AC~W 1q'1G ~"~~+ 
tir,~ (»~ ~ ~ ~ hJ.N<tlvw_ 
W\ (N.M!f'Y•l ,._/ ~ ~ ~ ~~ 

~ L6.v. tr°' ' 
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But a stagnant agriculture 
wastes foreign exchange and la bor, 
and saps the strength of a nation's 
workers. 

So if any nation is to progress, 
that progress mu st begin on the 
farm. 

Further, these young people 
know that the countryside is the 

( area of greatest need. 
It is in the Latin American 

countryside that over half the 
children die before their fourth 
birthday; it is in the African 
countryside that the average life 
expectancy may be no more than 30 
or 35 years. 
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It is in the count ryside that 
only one in twenty adults can read 
and write--and where a terrible 
shortage of teachers leaves over 
60 per cent of the chi I dren with out 
the opportunity for schoo ling. 

And where the need is greatest, 
so are the opportunities for service 
greatest. 

Pl"(tp.O..-said that if mankind 
were to move forward, th ose who 
have lamps mu s t pass them on to 
others. 

So you who are educated must 
use your learning to lead your 
brothers into the clear light of 
knowledge and understanding and 
progress. 
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That is the first of the 
choices you must make. 

The second choice before you 
is whether you wi 11 maintain the 
spirit of your fight for independence-­
a spirit of struggle and sacrifice, 
wi 11 i ng to dare great I y so that you 
can achieve greatly. 

For my nation or yours, or for 
any nation in the world, independence 
is only a vessel, and the question 
is how we wi 11 fi 11 it. As the 
an c ients tell us, "Who looks in 

. . 

I iberty for anything but himself 
is bound to serve." -

In the history of my country, 
there have been many revolutions 
since independence: in the 1820's, 
to open political life to a ll 
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regardless of birth or property; 
in the 1860's, to end slavery and 
the exploitation of the great 
plantat i ons; in the 1870's, to 
end our dependence on raw material 
exports; in the 1q3o's, to bring 
economic security to al I our people; 
and now, in the 1q6Q's, to afford 
the Negro his fu I I share of 
participation in society. 

We in the United States sti 11 
hove deep and difficult problems-­
strife and injustice between the 
races, helpless poverty even in 
the midst of our affluence, thousands 
of inadequate schools and mi 11 ions 
of substandard homes, mi 11 ions 
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without adequate education and 
thousands without the opportunity 
to use t he ir talents and education. 

We are sti 11 fighting to 
solve these problems, to bring 
true justice and freedom to al I 
our citizens. 

Our revolution--like yours-­
sti 11 has far t o go. · 

So I te I I you this story out 
of no se nse of complacency, no 
satisfaction that the j ob in my 
country is done. 

I tel I it only to s how that 
every nat ion--no matter how 
fortun ate , no matter what material 
progress is made, no matter what 
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its traditions--must continue its 
revolution if it is not to stagnate 
and die. 

Institutions are the law of 
nations; change is the law of I ife. 

Institutions must change and 
adapt to meet the ever-changing 
demands of the world. 

And for adaptab i Ii ty, for 
a spirit of adventure and wi I Ii ngness 
to seek new answers, we look to 
youth--to the new chi I dren of a 
time of change. 

This is the choice before you 
as it is before the young people 
of the United States and every other 
country I have visited. 
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The circumstances of each 
nation are different, shaped by 
the vagaries of history and 

. experience. 
Yet the battleground is 

always the same: the fight for 
justice, for freedom, for the 
human dignity of every man and 
woman and chi Id. 

< In my own country, young 
people take the lead in the fight 
for civi I rights, and in the war 
against poverty. 

In South Africa, young people 
stand up for personal freedom and 
for justice between the races. 
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In Chile, young people struggle 
to bring land and schooling and 
health to half their nation. 

You can do the same. 
And the Kenya you bu i Id, the 

new answers you find, wi I I have 
influence far beyond your borders. 

For in every land, on every 
continent, we are ca I I ed upon to 
show that men of different education, 
and heritage, and race, can join 
to work for a better Ii fe for a I I 
mankind. 

Everywhere men look for a 
demonstration--for a sign that al I 
races of man can together feed the 
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hungry and cure the sick and 
educate the untaught--and do this 
in freedom and brotherhood. 

When l was in South Africa, 
I heard again and again the counsels 
of fear and despair--thot men must 
be forever separated by the color 
of their skin; that African rule on 

( this continent can only bring 
violen6e and disorder and a halt 
to progress in its train. 

I said then that no race and 
no nation ca~ avoid the fol I ies 
and cruelties of mankind; that we 
who are white have been responsible 
for most of the world's share of 
unnecessary cruelty to our fellow 
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men--and that we bear a heavy 
res pons i b i Ii ty for many of Africa's 
present difficulties. 

But the real and final answer 
to the coun sels of despair is for 
us to show, in our own countries, 
that men can transcend the mistakes 
which a l I of us have mode in the 

~ "post;) that men of a I I co I ors can 
c progress, in freed om and justice 

{_ 

and respe ct for the rights and 
liberties of others, even when we 
disagree with them. 

For the e:;sence of democracy 
is that every view, every opinion, 
sho I I have the fu I lest freedom of 
expression, and that the rule of 
law must be our abiding practice. 
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This . we must do-- and we must 
show that we can do it better than 
those who chain themselves and 
their people to the besetting 

cruelties of racism. 
For this, men look to Kenya-­

and they look to you. 
Democracy is the most difficult 

of a I I f orms of government. 
Where other governments rely 

on force, democracy rests on consent; 
where others restrain the individual, 
democracy rests on the self-restraint 
of every individual citizen; where 
others demand that something be done, 
democracy rests on the capacity and 
wi I Ii ngness of each one of us to 
ourselves discover and meet the 
demands of just ice and respect for 

l our fellow-citizens. 
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It would be easy--it would be 
tempting--to fol low the paths of 
personal ambition, of political 
and financial success so grandly 
spread before those who have the 
pri vi I ege of education. 

But · that is not the road 
history has marked out for us; and 

-

it is not the way of democracy. 
Democracy is no I icense for 

i rres pons i bi I i ty, but a ca I I for 
responsibi I ity. 

It is the role of democratic 
governments to extend to al I, 
espec i a I I y to the young and the 
educated, the opportunity to lend 
their energies and talents to their 
society; and it is the role of those 
who are young and educated to respond 

( . to th i s ca I I • 
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So you wi 11 determine the 
future of this nation. 

If you wi 11 dare and sacrifice 
and I abor for a I I your peop I e, then 
Africa, and men every~here, wi I I 

take heart from your example. 
But if you cannot--or if you 

wi 11 not-- if you choose the Ii fe of 
ease over the life of strenuous 
endeavor--if you abandon your 
countrymen in their thousands -of 
farms and vi I I ages--then Kenya 
w i I I f a i I , an d Afr i c a w i I -1 b e 
disheartened, and your shadow wi I I 
fol I long al I over the wor Id. 

So what President Kennedy 
said to t he youth of America, I 
now say t o you: 
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That it is you who have to 
decide--you "who have the longest 
stake, you who are the most concerned 
for truth, who have the least ties 
to the present and the greatest 
ties to the future." 

Here among you, at this 
universi t y of the future, I know 
what your decision wi 11 be. 
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On Stage for Senator's Speech 

I. Vice President KAWAWA 

2. Minister for Community 
Development and Notional 
Culture MGONJA (MM GON JA) 

3. President, □-or es Sa I aam 
Cultural Society, Mr. JONES 

f/.. Secretary Genera I TANU Youth 
League; E. M. NANGISYE 

(NAN-~EES~-WEE) 
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I om happy to come here to Tanzania] 
--a nation with which the United States 
feels a special tie, {a special friendshir 

President Keri~cdy and- President 
Johnson,/and ~ the American people,( 
appreciate the efforts you ore making 
for developmenti-for educotion/-for 
freedom and justice in Africa a~d tbe 
wcdl:--¥d • U l 

( But l om especially pleased to be 

..: 

in t~e lend of President Nyerere:l not 
just because he is one of the world's 
foremost leaders;\but also because of 
his visit to the United St ates,{ and his 
specie! pers onal friendship with 
President Kennedy.(!! 

Goethe once said/that the future 
of a notion depends on the opinions of 

its young men. 
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its young men.ro In the same way,,the 
future of the world depends upon its 
young notions. I[/ 

S-or youth is not a time of Ii fe, [ 
but a state of mind.(U Youth is a spirrt 
of imagination and courage,{ a preference 
for oction and odventure,/a determination 
to take the lead(in the building of a new 
w or .1 d. l(f 

Today I come here to look upon young 
people in a you~g notion:/ t o look upon 
the future of a continent,/ and-tt'the future 
of the world.(/} 

That future is in you/-in your hands/ 
and your hearts/and your minds.fl/ · 

Your notion is not weo lthy~-and most 
of the world is not - weolthy.u 

Your na tion faces s taggering problems/ 
of i I Ii teracy f>. disease, and hunger and 

poverty--and 



------ -· ··- -

-3-
poverty-ond these are the common problem~ 
of four-fifths of the world's people. 

You ore determined to meet these 
problems in democracy and freedom and 
justice--ond in every land, on every 
continent, this is the question: whether 
man's great yearning f~r economic progr~s 

,J 

and social justice can be answered by 
free men and democratic institutions/ 
whether democracy is the destiny of 

< future humanity. 

l 

You know that the statistics of 
economic development are meaningless if 
they do not represent a richer life for 
men. You know that progress is the 
fruit of a nation's labors, and must be 
used for the benefit of the W;hole 
nation. 

And you know that without freedom 
and justice, mater i a I progress can bu i Id 
nothing for the human spirit--except a 

more magnificent tomt 
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a more magnificent tomb. 
This is your revolution--a rev ol uti on 

for food and work, for education and 
democracy, a revoluti on for the common 
humanity and dignlty of mankind. 

The United States feels the greatest 
sympathy--and holds the greatest hope-­
for your revolution. For mine is a 
revolutionary country. 

We fought first for our independence 
( from colonial rule. In the 1820's, we 

made a second revolution to open political 
Ii fe to a I I regard I ess of birth or 
property; in th e 1860's, we fought to 
abolish slavery and the economic 
exploitati on of the plantation; in the 
1870's, to end our dependence on raw 
material exports; in the earl y 20th century, 

--,- -t{)Jfry-9,..k CJA4 gntro I the power of the 

(_ great corporations 
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great corporations. 
Just in my own Ii fet i me, I hove seen 

two great revolutions. 
I can remember my own country as very 

different fr om the United States you see 
today. 

N o t s o many y ea rs a g o , w h en I was ~-
~ o ~-t o.f. 

little younger thanAyou are now, only one 
out of ten farms in my country were 
electrified; half the farmers in our South 
were tenants and s hare-croppers with cash 
incomes of under $100 a year; hundreds of 
workers died in pur s uit of fair wages and 
decent working conditions; and 12 mi 11 i on 
people, more than the entire present 
population of Tanzania, were out of work. 

Such was the country of my youth. 
Then, under the 
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Then, under the leadership of 
President Roosevelt, we made a gr~t ~t 

N€w Deal. A land ref orm program ended 
tenant forming, giving formers tit i e to 
their land and electricity to ease the 
burden of their lives. Uni ons gained 
the right to organize and strike and ha 
bargain collectively in peace and dignity. 

Mi I Ii ons found work in the se rvice 
of pub I ic needs. 

Thus was demonstrated the power of 
affirmative free government--of 
government which joins the idea l of social 
justice to th e ideals of li berty. 

And in the last five ye ar s , we have 
had another revoluti on--for th e essential 
dignity of every individual human being. 

(}-d,v.0 ttj_1J ul&-t--l_i,v~e'-3/--e1W-S-a-g-&;" many pa rt s 
I 

of the Un ited States 
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of the United States were governed by 
the degrading and divisive principles of 
racial discr imination--in jobs and housing, 
in education and justice; the right to eat 
in a pub I ic place and the right to share 
in the decisions of government that shape 
rn ~-')I~ t n:e, ,: I i v e s • 

But under President Kennedy and 
President Johnson, America~ began to change. 

We pa ssed legislation to make racial 
di scrim i n at i on i I I e g a I , to g i v e every man 
a fair place in the sun and every chi Id a 
fair chance in the future. 

• For we r ecognized, at long last, that 
the principle of the Golden Rule is not 
sent~mentality, but the deepest practical 
wisdom--that cruelty is contagi ous, and its 
disease knows no bounds of race or nation. 

As I said to the peop le of South Africc 

yesterday: where 
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yesterday: where men can be deprived 
because their skin is black, in the ful Ines~ 
of time others wi I I be deprived because the . 
skin is white. 

Freedom is not money; I cannot en I arge 
mine · by taking yours. 

A~ictenf'-Ke-nTie-0y✓ ~oi..d, ~Freedom 
is indivisible, and when one man is 

ens I aved, ~l~W'~ not free.: 
( I ·soi d this'\ with no sense of comp I ace n 

-

no satisfact i on that the job in my country 
is done. 

We in the United States sti 11 have 
9eep and difficult problems. 

Injustice is not gone, nor are the 
fears and h!ftreds of race. James Meredith 

' . ,~ 
marches fo ftrt..e-ad.o.m with shotgun wounds 
in his back and legs. 

And the American 
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And the American nation, the entire 
power of the Ame r ican Government, is 
committed to insuring that he reaches h is 

goal. j /'-v, f~.vVj /,v-:"'1/J,.,k ,;~;--;- • I 

w-W~t w~ b~.g in the United St'ates, 
/ _'._I, ~"'~ <;{,.-,< -IL-!,_// {4.~.-', 'J....,. , _,.,_,! 

w 19 at y o{,i ace d o i ng r· n Tan z en i a , must be 
done a I I over this continent, and a I I over 
the world. 

I have come here fr om South Africa--
( a I and of wea I th and richness, and promise . 

But it is a land also of sadness and 
potential danger: a land inwhich men cannot 
fu If i 11 themse Iv es as i ndi vi duo Is because 
their skin is dark; their fate set fo~ever 
at birth, denied equal opportunity for 
work or education or for a share in the 
government of their land--or even for a fair 
share of justice or for the warmth and 

__ comfort of home and family. 

But I want to say 
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But I want to soy that I also saw hope 

--tens and hundreds of thousands of people, 
black and white and brown, men and women 
of good conscience and inquiring mindJ as 
concerned as you and I with inequality, and 
as determined to eliminate racial injustice; 
determined that South Africa must join this 
continent in brotherhood and freedom and 
peace. 

Above a I I, I was impressed by many of 
the young people of South Africa, of al I 
races and colors, fighting alongside one 
another for the right to study and 
organize4 and work together, without 
regard to anything but an i ndividual's 
ta I ent and energy and wi I I i ngness to 
contribute to his fellow man. 

Like the yDung people of every country 
I have visited, 
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I hove visited, they are in many ways more 
closely joined to you and to the brothers 
of your generation in every notion than 
they ore to t he older generation in their 
own land. And they are--with you-­
prepared, l be Ii eve, to dare and sacrifice 
for the vision of a better life and a 
common justice for a I l monk ind. 

But even as we recognize the 
( imperfections of others, we must also 

recognize our own imperfecti ons, our own 
mistakes; and we must work to meet our 
obligations to our own people, to our 
neighfuors, and to men everywhere. 

We say we st and for iJ,stJ ec;: , artd w.e? 
~ i t . Bu t we.~.w::::t-bJ·1 j, .1 h er e;::i:s:::::nlT.. ~ 

-
justice, and we mean it. 

(_ 
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justice,and we mean it. 
But we know that there is no justice 

when twenty percent 6f the world consumes 
eighty percent of the world's goods. 

There is no justice for mi I Ii ons of 
people--in Tanzania and elsewhere around 
the globe--who struggle to support their 
f am i Ii es 10n incomes of I ess than $70 a. year 

l t i s not just i c e when mi I I i on s are 
( with out an educat i on--or when those who 

are educated cannot find work suited to 
th e i r e·d u cat i on . 

And we say we want to cooperate, and 
we mean it. 

But we k~ow it is difficult for you 
to understand_ what we mepwy cooperation­
when the world price of..,isal can fol I 
~ - sharp· I y within two years, grave I y ----

affecting your ..-: 
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affecting your development plan. 
As I and others have said within my 

own country, it is not cooperation when 
the United States, or other devel oped 
countries of the world, give less than 
one percent of our gross national product 
t O de V e I O pm en t Y=·-- M: 6-.,.;;/:;;.r ,er rr.A,te U;·, · 

My country, and the other developed 
nations, must do much more to invest in 

( Africa; to help stabi I ize foreign exchange 
earnings in Africa; to directly aid the 
development of education and transport 
and health and the other requirements of 
development in Africa. 

We are moving toward these goals-­
ood~aroe -t-h i ng s Lav,e -B-&-en d-oiie. President 
Johnson has pledged the United States to 
support the ef f orts of the African 

'-development bank--which could be a major 

contribution both to 



contribution both to development and to 
cooperation. 

Thousands of Peace Corps volunteers, 
hundreds in Tanzania alone, ore working 

and teaching and building in isolated 
vi I I ages and city slums. 

The work of the OAU, we hope, wi 11 

encourage regional cooperation among 
groups of African nations--and, through 

( such possible forms as an African Payments 

(. 

u n i on . a~/;.~.~=-,° lA fo.1 r:;1~ .r1 .,,~_t ~ e J~ 
But ·yours is tKe pr inc i pa I burden- -

and yours wi 11 be the principal achievement. 

Only you can assure continental unity 
and cooperations. 

Only you , within Tanzania and every 
African nation, can bui Id your countries-­

not just through participation in politics, 

not just with your voices 

!59g99gvzoz 
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not wit~ust y~➔-v~+s-es and your votes-­
but with the labor of your own hands and thE 
love of your own hearts. 

This wi 11 require great sacrifices-­
as nations, and from you as individuals. 

It wi 11 require courage and self-denial 
to look not just to the immediate interests 
of each independent nation--but to the 
broader interests of al I, particularly 

( Afr i can n at i on s . +- f">-,,,,1;2/ 1
1[._j- C... £,,.,..-t-f,;(,..J',,,, 

Yet it is necessary; for the economic, --------·---educat i ona I and po Ii ti ca I institutions 
of Africa w i I I be far stronger if they are 
bu i It together. 

r . 

/~··-·/ Ab o v e a I I , i t w i I I re q u i r e th e 
sacrifice and the contributio'}jof every 
ind iv. i duo I --part i cu I or I y those ;~h11'6have 

the priceless gift of education. 
Plato sa id that if mankind were ever --

to progress, 
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to progress, then those who have lamps 
~ust pass then on to others. 

So those who have the lamp of learning 
must use it to guide their countrymen 
into a world of progress and security and 
freedom. 

Whether through a period of public 
-rfl~~b,_., 

service such as President Kennedy devoted 
1n,; F t N to '~vu country, or Presiden yerere to 

( ~is; or th cough work in economic 
development; or through the many other 
efforts in health and housing, engineering 
and education, which every nation~· 
desperately needs--it is your contribution, 
your I ife and your labor, that wi 11 
determine the future of this land4 

No matter what the United States does; 
no matter what the United Nations does; 
in the last analysis, it is up to you. ----

(_ 

A President of my country 
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A President of my country once said 
that our countries ca 11 " not for the 
life of ease, but of strenuous endeavor.tt· 

And so they do. 
In your lab or--in t-iJ'~trength y..Q,Jp 

~, the sacr i .. f,i_c.e .. vou make, th e spirit 
rµ...,...j~ fC,,..•<' 

in which you do ~--w r I I be written the 
history of this generation and the history 
of this continent • 

.( And even as you bu i Id in your own 
country, the force of your ex ample can 
reach far beyond your borders, to bring 
down the highest barriers of fear and 
discrimination and prejudice al I over the 
wor Id. ,

1 
W h e_yl( I w? s i n Sou th\ Afr i c a , I was 

confronted ma~y t i mBs with t he claim that 
_i ,\ - - -- •"--- I 

the b I avan ~ _Afr I ca w·a-s·- not ready for 
-self-gove r nment--that the~ aos and 

(_ 
violence and disorder 
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violen and disorder which have/ appeared 
in some I aces in recent y.,.,,ears are 
unchangea le and imp ossj.ble to control. 

;.I' t o I d th e\ th en th at ~ e a I I w q n t stab i I i t y , 
\ f; lb 

we a I I want \progress. S~F~ my own country 
\ . 

went through ~eriods of 
' 

and internal st~ife for 
/ \ 

afte r our _jn'dep~-n.~ence. 

great i nstab i Ii ty 
at least 100 years 

And n o r a.c e dn__ d n o n at i on av o i d s th e 
( f o I I i es a n d/t h e. c r ~-i j , t i .es of· ,.ma~ k i n d • 

I,~ --4 --;: ;-:·.1 . 

After a I I:· "~ t was :n.q~ · the b I ack man of 
A f r j Ca W h O j n V en t e d a n}t ~ S e'tL _ _p O j S On 9 a S 

or the at om ~,,.c bomb or;:·: f,hfe gas~ vens of 
I v\. t/ ~ 

th e concentration pomp. 
l -to Id them fu-F4"~ 6'ur job is 

not to stand aloof and point the finger,P';tt: 
but to commit our every res ource of mind 
and body to the education and help and 

.-improvement of our f e I I owmen ~ 



s o·c .i e I i e-s i n =wt-ri:::etr.---t-h e y .J i v-e • 

But the reg I_ answer, and the best 
~ tt.:r ,:tMv ~~ Ir'!/_~ 

answer"- Hr'7hat it is here in black Africa, 
here in Tanzania, that men are laboring 
and sacrificing to bui Id a nonracial 
society;fhere in Tanzania that men work 
and study and are elected as representative~ 
without any regard to the color of their 
skin J-p 1~ ~; ~=.e; ./n ~{ ~,P~ J I I I I ~ 

( That is your witness and your testament 
of faith in the power of man to tran·scend 
the ancient fears and hates of history; 
it wi I I be the answer to those in every 
land and time who say that it cannot be 
done; it wi I I be a major contribution to 
the peace of the world; and if you can 
make this great experiment work, if you 
can bring education and work, health and 

~ppiness to your people, then men in 

( 
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e v er y I an d sk:Jut t i me h en c e f or th w i I I th an k 

you for tflat -d-emonstrat ion~ 1~ ~ 

~t,~ 

( 



( 

( . 

(_ ._ . 

·' (~ I] 
/ . 

S-C) wW, iJ;J.? ¥-lA~ ~ 
tz, flu v[tn<.A4. J1 i~ U>-,1}' ~ lf-'M hf"' 
That it is you hove to decide-- / 

you "who have the I ongest stake,/ 

you who are the most concerned for 
I 

truth, [ whoJ 1ove the least ties to 

the present !and the greatest ti es 
I I ' : to the future." ! . . .. ~ 
-·-----···1 -·-·· . ·--· . . ·- . . -·-· --

H 
1 /. t h. 1 

ere a~ong you, { a t 1s great 

university,{ I know whot your , , 
decision wi 11 be. 1 

f •. 



ADDRESS OF SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 

DAY OF A71'IRMATION 

UNIVERSITY OF CAPETOWN 

JUNE 6, 1966 

I couie here because of my deep interest arid affection for a land 
settled by the Dutch in the mid-seventeenth century, then taken over 6y 
the British, and at iast independent; a land in which the native i~baiji~ 
tants were at first subdued, but relations with whom remain a probl~m ; 
to this day; a land which defined itself on~ hostile frontier; a 1and 
which bas tamed rich natural resources throu$h ~he energetic application 
of modern technology; a land which once imported slaves, and bow must 
struggle to wipe out the last traces of that former bondage ; I refer~ 
of course, to the United States of America. 

. 
But I am glad to couie here to South Afric~. I am already enjoy~ng 

my visit. lam making an effort to meet and exchange views with people 
from all walks of life, and all segments of South African opinion -- ' 
including those who represent the views of the government. Today I am 
glad to meet with the National Union of South African Students. For a 
decade, NUSAS has stood and work~d for the principles of the Uoiveraai 
Declaration of Human Rights•· principles which embody the collective 
hopes of men of good will all around the world. 

Your work, at home and in international student affairs, has brought 
great credit to yourselves and to your country. l know the National 
Student Association in the United States feels a particularly close ; 
relationship to NUSAS. And I wish to thank especially Hr. Ian Robert~pn, 
who first extended this invitation on behalf of NUSAS, for his kindne•• . 
to me. It's too bad he can't be with us today. l hope to have the oppor~ 
tunity to meet a~d speak with him in the near future . 

This is a Day of Affirmation -- a celebration of liberty. We atanil 
here in the name of freedom. 

At the heart of that western freedom and democracy . is tbe belief t~t 
the individual man, the child of God, is the touchstone of value, and ail 
society, groups, the state, exist for his benefit . Therefore the enlarge~ 
ment of liberty for individual human beings must be the supreme goal aod 
the abiding practice of any western society. 

The first element of this individual liberty is the freedom of 
speech, the right to express and communicate ideas, to set oneself apart 
from the dumb beasts of field and forest; td recall governments to their 
duties and obligations; above all, the right to.affirm one's membership 
and allegiance to the body politic -- to society -- to the men with whom 
we share our land, our heritage and our children•~ future, 

.c-
Hand in hand with freedom of speech gdes the power to be heard -- ~ 

to share in the decisions of government which shape men's lives. Every-_; 
thing that makes life wort hwhile -- family, work, education, a place to 
rear one's children and a place to rest one's head -- all this depeoda cm 
decisions of government; all can be swept away by a government which doea 
not heed the demands of its people. Therefore, the essential humanity of 
men can be protected an<! preserved only where government must anawer 
not just to the wealthy; not just to those of a particular religion, or a 
particular race; but to all its people. 
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And even government by the consent of the governed, as in our own 
Constitution, must be limited in its power to act against its people: so 
that there may be no interference with the right to worship, or with the 
security of the home; no arbitrary imposition of pains or penalties by 
officials high or low; no restriction on the freedom of men to seek educa­
tion or work or opportunity of any kind, so that each man may become all 
he is capable of becoming. 

These are the sacred rights of western society. These were the essen­
tial differences between us and Nazi Germany as they were between Athens 
and Persia, 

They are the essence of our difference with communism today. I am 
unalterably opposed to communism because it exalts the state over the 
individual and the family, and because of the lack of freedom of speech, 
of protest, of religion and of the press, which is the characteristic of 
totalitarian states. The way of opposition to communism is not to imitate 
its dictatorship, but to enlarge individual human freedom--in our own coun­
tries and all over the globe. There are those in every land who would 
label as "communist" every threat to their privilege. But as I have seen on 
my travels in all sections of the world, reform is not communism. And 
the denial of freedom, in whatever name, only strengthens the very com­
munism it claims to oppose. 

Many nations have set forth their own definitions and declarations of 
these principles. And there have often been wide and tragic gaps between 
promise and performance, ideal and reality. Yet the great ideals have 
constantly recalled us to our duties. And--with painful slowneas--we 
have extended and enlarged the meaning and the practice of freedom for 
all our people. 

For two centuries, my own country has struggled to overcome the 
self-imposed handicap of prejudice and discrimination based on nationality, 
social class or race--discrimination profoundly repugnant to the theory 
and command of our Constitution. Even as my father grew up in Boston, 
signs told him that "No Irish need apply.•• Two generations later Presi­
dent Kennedy became the first Catholic to head the nation; but how many 
men of ability had, before 1961, been denied the opportunity to contribute 
to the nation's progress because they were Catholic, or of Irish extraction? 
How many sons of Italian or Jewish or Polish parents slumbered in slums-­
untaught, unlearned, their potential lost forever to the nation and the 
human race? Even today, what price will we pay before we have assured 
full opportunity to millions of Negro Americana? 

In the last five years we have done more to assure equality to our 
Negro citizenfi and to help the deprived both white and black, than in 
the hundred years before. But much more remains to be done . 

For there are millions of Negroes untrained for the simplest of jobs, 
and thousands every day denied their full equal rights under the law; and 
the violence of the disinherited, the insulted and injured, looms over the 
streets of Harlem and Watts and Southside Chicago. 

But a Negro American trains as an astronaut, one of mankind's first 
explorers into outer space; another is the chief barrister of the United 
States government, and dozens sit on the benches of court; and another, 
Dr. Martin Luther King, is the second man of African descent to win the 
Nobel Peace Prize for his non-violent efforts for social justice between 
the races. 
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We.have pa.s.;;eci ia ·.vs prch1biting :iiscrimmaticn 1n education, in employment, 
in housing; but tr.e se laws atone cannot overc-::r,,e the heritage of centuries - - of 
broken families and stur.ted children, and poverty and degradation and pain. 

So the road toward equality of freedr,rr, i s not easy , and great cost and danger 
march alongside us. We are committed to peaceful and non-violent change and 
that is important for all to understand- •-though all change is unsettling . Still 
even in the turbulence of protes.: and s truggle is greate r hope for the future, as 
men learn to claim and achieve ior themselves the ri3hts formerly petitioned 
from others, 

And most important of all, all the panoply of gove rnment power has been 
committed to the goal of equality before the law--as we are now committing 
ourselves to the .:.c!·.icv~.1:~:nt o~ t.-1~J. l c-ppor ~1..ni:y in Ici.:.::. 

We m".1ot recogni=c ~~c f~:ll hur.-:.:::. cq..:2-lity of all nur people--before God, 
before the law, and in the cou:1cilc of go"c:i:-nment. We must do this, not because 
it is economically advantageous- ••although it is ; not because the laws of God and 
man command it - -although they do command it; no t because people in other lands 
wish i t so . We must do it for t~e single and fundamental reacon that it is the 
right thing to do. 

We recognize that the:.P. are probiems ::.nd obsta=le3 before the iulfillment of 
these ideals in the United SLc1.tes ai:; we 1·ecognize t"llat other r.ations, in Latin 
America o:.nd Asia and Africa hav" ·foeir own polit:..::al , economic, and social 
problems, their unique barriers t -:i ·. h e elimination of injustice. 

In some , there is concern that change will submerge the rights of a minority, 
particularly where that minority i s of a different race from the majority. We 
in the United States believe in the protection of minorities; we recognize the 
cont::-ibut ions they can make a ncl the leadership they can provide ; and we do not 
believe that any people--wh.ir':'lEor minority, m ajority, or individual human beings-­
are "expendable" in the cause of theory or policy. We recognize also that justice 
b etween :nen and nations is imperfect , anci that humanit~- sometimes progresses 
slowly. 

All do not develop in the same manne::, or at the same pace. Nations, like 
men., ofLen march to the beat of different drummers, and the precise solutions 
of the United States can ncith>:r be dic tated nor trar.splanted to others. What is 
important is that a ll no.~:..011.; 1-r_u.st m .. rch tcward in crc-asing freedom; toward justice 
for all; toward a society strong and flexible enough to mee t the demands of all of 
its own peop1e, and a world of immense and dizzying change. 

L, a few hot1r :;, tho pla ne foat bro~ght me ~o this country crossed over oceans 
and countries which have been a crucible of huma n history. In minutes we 
traced the mig::-3.tions of men ove~: thousands o! years; second:i , the briefest 
glimpse , and we passed battlefields <.,n which millions of men once struggled 
and died. We could see n.:> national b01.!!1darie.;, no -.-ast gulfs or high walls 
dividing people from people; only nature and the works of man--homes and 
factories and farms-••everyv:here r eflecting man's common effort to enrich his 
life. Everywhere new technology and communications bring men and nations 
close r together, the concerns of one inevitably becoming the concerns of all. 
And our new clo~ene&:; i ll stripping away the faise :nasks, the illusion of dif­
ference which is at tr. e r cct of !r.j,.:.s tice a:ic! ha~e ::.:..r. •;m:: . Only earthbound 
man still clings to tr.e dark and fOisc,ning superstit;_on that his world is bounded 
by the nearest hill, his ~-,i,verse enc~d a>: r:.ve::- shore, his common humanity 
enclosed in the tight circle of those w:~o share his town and views and the color 
of his s kin. 

It is your j ob , lhe task of 1.ne yow1g people of this world to strip the last 
remnants of that ancient, cruel 1:,elief from tho civilization of man. 
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Each nation has different obstacles and different goals, shaped by the 
vagaries of history and experience. Yet as I talk to young people around 
the world I am impressed not by diversity but by the closeness of their 
goals, their desires and concerns and hope for the future. There is dis -
crirnination in New York, the racial inequality of apartheid in South Africa 
and serfdom in the mountains of Peru. People starve in the streets of 
India; a former Prime Minister is summarily executed in the Congo; 
intellectuals go to jail in Russia; thousands are slaughtered in Indonesia; 
wealth is lavished on armaments everywhere . These are differing evils; 
but they are the common works of man. They reflect the imperfection of 
}iuman justice, the inadequacy of human compassion, the defectiveness of 
our sensibility toward the sufferings of our fellows; they mark the limit 
of our ability to use knowledge for the well-being of others. And therefore 
they call upon common qualities of conscience and of indignation, a shared 
determination to wipe away the unnecessary sufferings of our fellow human 
beings at home and U I [ £ around the world, 

It is these qualities which make of youth today the only true international 
community. More than this I think that we could agree on what kind of a 
world we want to build. It would be a world of independent nations, moving 
toward international community, each of which protected and respected 
basic human freedoms . It would be a world which demanded of each 
government that it accept its responsibility to insure social justice. It 
would be a world of constantly accelerating economic progress --not 
material welfare as an end in itself, but as a means to liberate the 
capacity of each huma:1 being to pursue his talents and his hopes. It would, 
in short, be a world we would be pr oud to have built. 

Just to the Noru/ifere are lands of challenge and opportunity--rich in 
natural resources, land and mineral s and people. Yet they are also lands 
confronted by the greatest odds - -overwhelming ignorance, inter nal tensions 
and strife, and !treat obstacles of clitr.Me ajl_q_gel')g r ~ phy:, Many r)f · these 
nations, as colonies, were oppressed and exploited. Yet they have not 
estranged themselves from the b road traditions of the West; they are 
hoping and gambling their progress and stability on the chance that we will 
meet our responsibilities to help them overcome their poverty. 

In the world we would like to build, South .Africa could p lay an out­
standing role in that effort. This is without question a preeminent r e ­
pository of the wealth and knowledge and skill of the continent. Here are 
the greater part of Africa ' s research scientists and steel p::-oduction, most 
of its reservoirs of coal and electric power. Many South Africans have 
made major contributions to African technical development and world 
science; the names of some are known wherever men seek to eliminate 
the ravages of tropical disease and pestilence. In your faculties and 
councils, here in this very audience, are hundreds and thousands of men 
who could transform the lives of millions for all time to come. 

But the help and the leadership of South Africa or the United States 
cannot be accepted if we --within our own countries o r in our relations with 
others - - deny individual integrity, human dignity, and the common humanity 
of man. li we would lead outside our borders; if we would help those 
who need our assistance; if we would meet our responsibilities to manki~; 
we must first , all of us, demolish the borders which history has erected 
between men within our own nations - -barr ie r s of race and religion, social 
class and ignorance. 

Our answer is the world's hope; it is to rely on youth. The cruelties 
and obstacles of this swiftly changing planet will not yield to obsolete 
dogmas and outworn slogans. It cannot be moved by those who cling to 



(· 

/ 

-5-

a present which is already oying, who prefer the illusion of security to the 
excitement and d~nger which comes with even the most peaceful progress. 
This world demands the qualities -.,f youth: not a time of life but a state 
of mind, a ! e :nr,e::- ;:;f ~n., ·.v:.,l, c>. c;.uality of the imagination, a predominance 
of courage over timidity, of the appetite for adventure over the love of ease, 
It is a revolutionary world we live in; and thus , as I have said in Latin 
America and As:.a , in Europe and in the United States, it is young people 
who must take the lead. '!'hes you, and your young compatriots everywhere 
have had thrust upou you a greater burden of responsibility than any genera­
tion that has ever lived. 

"The re is, " said an Italian ph:.losopher, "nothing more difficult to take 
in hand, mo!"'? periloun to conduct, or more uncertain in its success than 
to take the l ead in the introduction of a new order of things." Yet this is 
the measure of the task of your generation and the road is strewn with 
many danger3. 

First, is the danger of futility ; the belief there is nothing one man or 
one woman can do again~t the enormous ar: .. y of the worlr!'s ills --against 
misery and ig;1orance, ~c.jc.s.:ice anu violence. Yet many of the world's 
great movements, of thought 2nd action, have flowed from the work of a 
single man. A young monk began the Protestant reformation, a young 
general extended an empire from Macedonia to the borders of the earth, 
and a young woman reclaimed fae te:-ritory of France. It was a young 
Italian explorer who discovered the New World, and the 3l year old 
Thomas Jefferson who p::-oc~aimed ~h.it :ill men are c r eated equal. "Give 
me a place to stand," said Archirr,e~es, "and I will move the world." 
These men r.i.overl the wo rld, an~ SI') can we all. Few will have the great­
ness to bend histo ry itself; but P.ac~ of us can work to change a small 
portion of events, and in the total of all those acts will be written the 
history of t~is 1encra~:::;r__ 7,10c ; and3 of P nac~ Cc,r·.~s volu:1teers are 
making a difference in isolated villages an::. city clums in dozens of coun­
tries. Thousan::ls of l!nknown men and women in Europe resis t e d the 
occupation oi the Nazis and ma:::, died, but a!l added to the ultimate strength 
and freedom of tha:.r ::ountricc. It is from numberless diverse acts of 
courage and b e l:.ef that human history is shaped. Each time a man stands 
up for an ideal, or act::: ~o ::.m.p::o·,c the lot of others, 0r strikes out against 
injustice, he sends forth n ~iny ripple of hope , and crossing each other 
from a million differer.t cent:!~s oi energy and caring those ripples build 
a current wh:.ch c an sweep clow~ the mightiest walls of oppression and 
resistance. 

"If Athe:1s shall ai:;:i:,~ar great to you," said Pericles, "consider then 
that her glories were rmrchasec by valiant m en , and by men who learned 
their duty. " That is the source of ali grea tness in all societies, and it 
is the key to i:;:-ogress i •• our till':?. 

The second dar.ger i3 lh.:,t ':)f e x pediency; of those who say that hopes 
and beliefs must b end before immedfate necessities. Of course if we 
would act effectively we mc3t cJed with the world as it is. We must ·get 
things done . But if th~re was or..e thing President Kennedy stood for that 
touched the most profound feeling of young people across the world, it was 
the lelief that idealism, hig'!-i aspirations and deep convictions are not 
incompatible with the most practical and efficient of programs --that 
there is no basic inconsistency be.tw~en ideals and realistic possibilities-­
no separation between ti:9 deepest d esires of heart and mind and the 
rational application of h uman ci.rort t o human problems.. It is not 
realistic or hard-hea~c;:J to s;,l·.·,;, i,:.: oblemz a:id take ac-tion unguided by 
ultimate moral aims and values. It is thoughtless folly. For it ignores the 
realities of human faith and passion a .nd belief; forces ultimately more 

' • 



powerful than all the calculations of econom~ats or generals. Of course to 
adhere to standards, to idealism, to vision in the face of immediate dangers 
takes great courage and self-confidence. But we also know that only those 
who dare to fail greatly, can ever achieve greatly. 

It is this new idealism which is also, i believe, the common heritage of 
a generation which has learned that while efficiency can lead to the camps 
of Auschwitz, or the streets of Budapest, only the ideals of humanity and 
love can climb the hill to the Acropolis. 

the 
A third danger is timidity. Few men are willirig to brave/disapproval of 

their fellows, the censure of their colleagues, the wrath of their society. 
Moral courage is a rarer commodity than bravery in battle or great intelli­
gence. Yet it is the one e11Sential, vital quality for those who seek to change 
a world which yields most painfully to change. Aristotle tel111 us that "At 
the Olympic games it is not the finest and the strongest men who are crowned, 
but they who enter the lists •• • So too in the life of the honorable and the good 
it is they who act rightly who win the prize. 11 I believe that in this generation 
those with the courage to enter the moral conflict will find themselves with 
companions in every corner of the world. 

For the fortunate among us, the fourth danger is comfort; the temptation 
to follow the easy and familiar paths of personal ambition and financial 
success so grandly spread before those who have the privilege of education, 
But that is not the road history bas marked out for us. There is a Chinese 
curse which says "May he live in interesting times. 11 Like it or not we live 
in interesting times. They are times of danger and uncertainty; but they 
are also more open to the creative energy of men than any other time in 
history. And everyone here will ultimately be judged--will ultimately 
judge himself--on the effort he has contributed to building a new world 
society and the extent to which his ideals and goals have shaped that effort. 

So we part, I to my country and you to remain. We are--if a man of forty 
can claim that privilege--fellow members of the world's largest younger 
generation. Each of us have our own work to do. I know at times you must 
feel very alone with your problems and difficulties. But I want to say how 
impressed I am with what you stand for and the effort you are making: and 
I say this not just for myself, but for men and women everywhere. And I 
hope you will often take heart from the knowledge that you are joined with 
fellow young people in every land, they struggling with their problems and 
you with yours, but all joined in a common purpose; that, like the young people 
of my own country and of every country I have visited, you are all in many 
ways more closely united to the brothers of your time than to the older 
generations of any of these nations; and that you are determined to build a 
better future. President Kennedy was spe~king to the young people of America, 
but beyond them to young peopleeverywhere, when he said that "The energy, 
the faith, the devotion which we bring to thia endeavor will light our country 
and all who serve it--and the glow from that fire can truly light the world," 

And, he added, "With a good conscience our only aure reward, with history 
the final judge of our deeds, let us go forth to lead the land we love, asking 
His blessing and His help, but knowing that here on earth God's work must 
truly be our own. " 



r . 

( . 

ADDRESS OP SENATOR ROBERT P, KENNEDY 

UNIVERSITY OF THE WITWATERSRAND 

JUNE 8, 1966 

I have been in your country only a short time: yet you 
already have made a strong and deep impression. I have flown from 
Pretoria to Cape Town: going back in three hours over the road 
which was first covered with great difficulty over many years. I 
went up the Indian Ocean coast to Durban, and now I return to 
Johannesburg. 

Everywhere I have been impressed with the warmth and the 
interest of all of the people of South Africa, of all political 
persuasions and races. Everywhere I have been impressed by your 
achievements, the wealth you have created in this continent which 
so sorely needs the blessings of progress. 

Above all, I have been impressed with South African youth: 
not just those young in years, but those of every age who are 
young in a spirit of imagination and courage and an appetite for 
the adventure of life. 

President Kennedy once said that Averell Harriman, who 
negotiatied the Test- Ban Treaty at the age of 72, was the youngest 
man in Washington. There are many like him here in south Africa. 

These young-spirited people are like young people in my 
country, and all over the world, seeking to build a better 
future -- to make their mark on the tablets of history. They are 
restless, impatient with the past, with the vain quarrels of a day 
that is gone: and in this too they are more closely joined with 
their fellow young people than to the older generation anywhere. 

And those who seek change and progress in South Africa are 
very special. So many of tbose I have seen, so many who are here 
in this hall, are standing with their brothers around the globe 
for liberty and equality and human dignity, not in the ease and 
caufort and approbation of society, but in the midstwf controversy 
and difficulty and risk. 
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Your fellow students , and men all over the world, will take 
heart and example £ran your stand. And that is why your work is so 
important: for men will flock to the banners of the courageous 
and the right; but as the Bi ble tells us, "if the trumpet give an 
uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle?" 

Will you sound the. trumpet? And what is the battle, 
to which we all are summoned? 

It is first a battle for the future. The day is long past 
when any nation could retreat behind walls of stone or curtains of 
iron or bamboo. The winds of freedom and progress and justice 
blow across the highest battlements, enter at every crevice, are 
carried by jet planes and cormnunications satellites and by the very 
air we breathe. 

So tomorrow's South Africa will be different fran today's 
just as tomorrow's America will be different fran the country I 
left these few short days ago: different for the astronauts who 
returned from their journey -- and for James Meredit~ who did not 
canplete his journey. Our choice is not whether change will come, 
but whether we can guide that change in the service of our ideals 
and toward a social order shaped to the needs of all our people. 
In the long run we can master change not through force or fear, 
but only through the free work of an understanding mind -- through 
an openness to new knowledge and feesh outlooks which can only 
strengthen the most fragile and the most powerful human gifts -­
the gift of reason. 

Thus those who cut themselves off from ideas and clashing 
convictions not only display fear and enormous uncertainty about 
the strength of their own views: they also guarantee that when 
change comes, it will not be to their liking. And they encourage 
the forces of violence and passion which are the only alternatives 
to reason and the acts of minds freely open to the demands of 
justice. 

Justice -- a demand which has echoed down through all the 
ages of man -- this is the second battle to which we are summoned. 
And let no man think that he fights this battle for others1 he 
fights for himself, and so do we all. The Golden Rule is not 
sentimentality, but the deepest practical wisdan. For the 
teaching of our time is that crueltyis contagious, and its disease 
knows no bounds of race or nation. Where men can be deprived 
because their skin is black, in the fullness of time, others will 
be deprived because their skin is white. If men can suffer because 
they hold one belief, then others may suffer for the holding of 
other beliefs. Freedom is not money, that I could enlarge mine by 
taking yours. Our liberty can grow only when the liberties of all 
our fellow-men are secure1 and he who would enslave others ends 
only by chaining himself, for chains have two ends, and he who 
holds the chain is as securely bound as he wbom •it holds. And as 
President Kennedy said at the Berlin Wall in 196}, "Freedan is 
indivisible, and when one man is enslaved, all are not free. " 
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In the last analysis, as President I<ennedy told the 
American people in 1963, "The heart of the question is whether 
all men are to be afforded equal rights and equal opportunities, 
whether we are going to treat our fellow-men as we want to be 
treated.• 

•rf an American" -- or, I would add, any man -- if a man, 
he said, "because bis skin is dark, cannot eat lunch in a 
restaurant open to the public, if he cannot send his children to 
the best public school available, if he cannot vote for the public 
officials who represent him , if in short, he cannot enjoy the full 
and free life which all of us want, then who among us would be 
content to change the color of his skin and stand in his place? 

Who among us would then be content with the counsels of 
patience and delay?" 

It is the question before us in the United States1 it is 
the question before you in South Africa1 it is the question before 
all of us in every corner of the globe. 

Will we -- within our own countries, and among the mass of 
struggling humanity -- use our advantages to bring help and hope 
to their outstretched hands? 

South Africa is the pre-eminent repository of the skill and 
knowledge and wealth of this continent. 

If you can answer the great questions -- if you can sweep 
unjust privilege into the dead past, if you can show the dis­
possessed and the diseased, the hungry and the untaught, that 
there is a better life for them and a fair place in the sun for 
their children -- if you can do these things, then all of us will 
take heart £ran your example, and this continent can take its 
place in the modern world. 

But if you cannot do these things, then your shadow will 
fall long across this continent -- and the canmon cause of men 
everywhere, in the United States and in South Africa, will be 
sorely tried and deeply injured. 

There are those who say that the game is not worth the 
candle -- that Africa is too primitive to develop, that its 
peoples are not ready for freedan and self-governnent, that 
violence and chaos are unchangeable . But those who say these 
things should look to the history of every part and parcel of the 
human race. It was not the black man of Africa who invented and 
used poison gas or the atanic bomb, who sent 6 million men and 
women and children to the gas ovens, and used their bodies as 
fertilizer. Hitler and Stalin were not black men of Africa . 
And it was not the black man of Africa who banbed and obliterated 
Rotterdam and Shanghai and Dresden and Hiroshima. 

We all struggle to transcend the cruelties and the follies 
of mankind. That struggle will not be won by standing aloof and 
pointing the finger: lt will be won by action, by men who canmit 
their every resource of mind and body to the education and improve­
ment and help of their fellow-man . 

And this is the third aspect to our battle: to. fight for 
or 1 s i i i o 
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we are patriots . We believe in our countries and wish to 
see them flourish. But the countries we love are not abstractions . 
They are not the frozen in yellowed parchment or constitutions. 
They are not the sum total of their buildings and shops, wealth 
and power. We are our nations -- you and me and millions like us . 
A great American writer, Mark Twain, once answered that question 
by saying; "What is the country?" It is the cOllllllon voice of the 
people. Each -- by himself and on his own responsibility -- must 
speak. Each must for himself decide what is right and what is 
wrong, and which course is patriotic and which is not . Otherwise 
it is to be a traitor, both to yourself and to your country. " 

This is the heaviest responslbility of all -- a burden men 
have ofte n refused by turning rule and ideology, belief and power, 
over to an all-powerful state. History is full of peoples who have 
discovered it is easier to fight than think, easier to have enemies 
and friends ·selected by authority than to make their own painful 
choices, easier to follow blindly than to lead, even if that 
leadership must be the private choice of a single man alone with 
a free and skeptical mind . But in the final telling it is that 
leadership, the impregnable skepticism of the free spirit, un­
touchable by guns or police, which feeds the whirlwind of change 
and hope and progress in every land and time . 

So what President Kennedy said to the youth of America, I 
sow say to you: 

That it is you who have to decide -- you "who have the 
longest stake, you who are the most concerned for truth, who have 
the least ties to the present and the greatest ties to the future . " 

Here among you, at this great university, I know what 
your decision will be. 

' ' 
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We have, you and I, many differences of view andc;t .nfcn. I have great respect 
for the fact that you invited me here despite these differences. And I take comfort 
and encouragement from it as well. 

For the essential difference between free men and the 1ubjecte of totallt&rl&n­
ism is that free men can giv e voice and expression to their beliefs; they can·~ngage 
i"9 the great dialogue on which the Western Tradition ha• been built. So I am 
glad to be here at Stellenbosch -- at thil town and univer1ity which have played 
such a great role in South African history. 

Here Adam Tas began the fight against the exploitation of the Ea1t India Company, 
and earned a new middle name. From here the father• of the Voortrekkera took 
the first steps on their long and lonely road: to leave this green and pleasant place 
must have been hardship in itself -- and a meaaure of the eacrifice that men will 
make to achieve their independence and a future for their posterity. 

It was in the name of freedom that our forefather■ -- youre and mine -- atruck 
off the chains of Europe and sailed uncharted oceans three centuriee ago. It was 
iJl this name that three times we together poured forth our blood and treaaure -­
twice in the world our fathers left, and once on the frontier• to the East. And ao 
w~ will stand again, as our children will stand in their turn; for, aa Goethe tel11 
us, ''He only earns his freedom and existence who daily conquer a them anew." 

If we -- aRof us -- are to conquer anew the freedom for which our forebears gave s 
so much, we must begin with a dialogue both full and free. 

In the world of 1966 no nation is an island unto iteelf. Global ayatema of 
transportation and communications and economic• have transformed our •en•e of 
geography, and outmoded all the old concepts of aelf-sufficiency. Whether we wlah 
it or not, a pattern of uni ty is woven into every aspect of the society of man. 

· We are protected from tetanus by the work of a Ja.pane•e •cienti•t, and from 
typhoid by the work of a Ruuian. An Austrian taught us to transfuse blood, and 
an Ita lian to protect ourselves from malaria. An Indian and the grandaon of a 
Negro slave taught us to achieve major social change !without violence. 

. . . . .. .. . · . . 
,.. · : · . Our children are protected from diphtheria by the work of 

a Japanese and a German, from rabies by the work of a Frenchman, and cured of 
pellagra by the work of an Austrian. We all owe our very existence to the knowledge 
and talent and effort of those who have gone before ua. We have a solemn obligation 
to repay that debt ln the coin in which it was given • to work to meet our re•pon­
eibilities to that greater part of mankind which needs our assistance - to the deprived 
uid the downtrodti•u , thP. ;n••1lted and injured. Those men who gave u• •o much 
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did not ask whether we, their heirs, would be American or South African, white 
or black. And we must in the same way meet our obligations to all those who 
need our help, whatever their nationality or the color of their skin. 

And if we live in the shared blessings of knowledge and progress, we live also 
, in the shared dangers of a hazardous globe. Worldwide contest of ideology, along 

with awesome developments in the speed, the range and the impact of modern 
weaponry, have made the very notion of isolationisn obsolete. Even·. the traditional 
distinctions of diplomacy -- between belligerents and neutrals, between external 
and internal affairs, between a state of war and a state of peace -- are slowly 
losing their meaning. 

No longer can a spectator be ,certain that the blood and mud of the areaa will 
not some day engulf him as well. No longer can any people be oblivious to the fate 
and future of any other. And no longer can any nation -- no matter how wealthy 
or well-armed -- be as free as it once might have been to ignore a far-off war 
or warning, to shrug off another nation's crisis or criticism, or to defy the concerns 
or the contempt of mankind 

Communist nations or others, may build a wall of stone or a curtain of bamboo. 
But :.they cannot build a modern society without exposing their citizens to the ideas 
and ideologies of other systems. No nation is more opposed to Communism than the 
United States. VI e reject its theory that human beings exist !or the benefit of the 
1ttate, that the state is more important than the individual or the family. We reject 
totally its restrictions on freedom of the press, of protest, of speech, of movement, 
of exercise of the political process. But the United States is not afraid to hear the 
~oices and view points of communism. We do not jam their broadcasts or exclude 
~eir scholars or repress their books. 

At times in our histPl:y, we have reacted too hastily and harshly to the fear 
of threats from within and without. But any times of suppression have been times of 
fear and stagnation, the years when the locust has eaten. We do not intend to 
repeat those years -- even now, in the midst of a war in Vietnam. For we will not 
abolish the substance of freedom in order to save its shadow. 

No nation would have so little confidence in the wisdom of its policies and its 
citizens that they dare not be tested in the free market place of ideas. Societies"? 
concerned with the importation of ideas are those which fear what Jefferson called 
''the disease of liberty. 11 But those with confidence in their own future, in their 
citizens, and in the durability of their ideals, will welcome the exchange of views -­
just as you are doing now. 

1 am here in South Africa to listen as well as talk, less to- leetur~:than·to }~r.n. 11 

Whatever our disagreements, neither 1.your country nor mine is under any illusion 
that there is only one side to any issue, or that either of us can coerce or quickly 
convert the other to share our point of view. But asserting disagreement without 
debate is as meaningless as asserting unanimity without discussion. Let us find 
our where we disagree -- and why we disagree -- and on what we can agree. 

I 

If history is a guide, a future Prime Minister of this nation may now be sitting 
ih this room. But all of you, whether Prime Minister or not, will have a major 
r_ole to play as educated people in the twentieth century. 
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For b eyond these walls is a world to b e h e lped, and improved, and made safe 
for the w elfare of mankind, 

What kind of world is it, waiting there for ·.you? 

It is a ...-,orld of change -- unpar alleled, unsettling, dizzying change. The 
certainties of yes t e rday are the doubts of today, and the folly and mockery of 
tomorrow. Every proble m we sol ve only r ev eals a dozen more of increasing 
complexity. Every hill we climb shows only a higher rise beyond .. 

Your country and mine have created wealth unmat ch ed in the hi s tory of man; 
but we have not yet learned to turn that w ealth to the service of all our prople. 

Your country and mine gained fr eedom from colonial domination, and set an 
example for seventy nations around the w o rld; but w e have not yet:. l earned how to 
h elp those new nations to achieve the e conomic, social and political progress which 
their people demand a:1d deserve. 

Your country and mine, and dozens of others, have achieved a terrible capacity 
to destroy our e nemies, and five nations h av e found the secret of w eapons that can 
qestroy the world ; but we h ave not yet l earned to prevent these weapons irom 
destroying the very socieities they we re designed to protect. 

In your country and mine, we fought for and achieve fre edom for some of our 
people ; but we have not y e t l earned, as Thomas .f'aine said, that "no man or country 
can b e really fr ee .unle ss all men and all countries are free," 

And in ever y continent -- from Jaipur to Johannesburg, from Point Barrow to 
Cape Horn - - m e n and women are claiming their right to share in the bounty which 
modern knowledge can bring, in the justice which m en have sou ght from Biblical 
times onward. They look to us for help and hope~ And the real question before 
you -- as before the young p eople of any country - - is whether we will help give 
them that future. 

We mus t b egin with the light o f reason -- with fact and logic and careful thought, 
unblinkere d by the shades of pre judice and myth. In this fantastic and dange rous 
world, we will not find answe rs in old dogmas, r epeating outworn slogans, 
fighting on ancient battleg r ounds against fading e nemie s l ong after the real struggle 
~as moved on. We must change •to maste r change. 'W_~ m •~rt ::-etain what ie best of 
our traditions, and take pride in the accomplishments of our forebears. But as 
Lincoln said, "we must think anew and act anew. We must disenthr aH.s ourselves." 
And for this we l ook to youth, the new children o f a time of change. 

Yet the v e ry e ducation which equips you for service to mankind also prepares 
you for a place in society far removed from the problems for whose solution you 
are s o desperately meeded~ 

The laboratory or the office of the m edical specialist are far away from the 
ailing children of Peru or Tanzania or Sowe to . A college graduate i:- far away 
from :::.~m2n with a diff -- , ~ color of skin, d e p r ived at birth of the chance to work 
our his destiny as an individual or a father o r as a h uman being. The philos9pher's 
study does not feel the problems of training and education in India or Central Africa. 
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It will require a constant effort and will to keep contact, to remind ourselves 
every day that we who diet have a never-ceasing obligation to those who starve -­
and to work to meet that obligation. 

There are opportunities for that service ~verywhere: in government, in 
international organizations both public and private , and even if you choose a private 
profession. 

The English word 'idiot' and the Afrikaans 'idioot' both come from the Greek 
word for one who did not par ticipate in public affairs. But our words 'university' 
and 'universitd t'both come from the Latin for 'all together. 1 The need is for 
individual participation; for each of us to try; to "make a difference, " as 
.President K ennedy believed every man could do. 

It would be simpler to follow the easy and familiar path of personal ambition 
and private gain. It would be more comfortable to sit content in the easy approval 
of friends and neighbors instead of risking the friction and controversy that comes 
with public affairs. • It would be easier to fall in step with the slogans of others 

\ 

~an to march to the beat of an internal drummer -- to make and stand on judgments _._ -, :::­
~~0i'f rwi~d be far easier to accept and stand on the past, than to fight for the 
answer s of the futu re. 

But Goethe told us that Faust lost the liberty of his soul when he said to the 
passing moment, "Stay, thou art so fair." There would be no surer way for us to 
lose our freedom and the true meaning of our heritage than to make that same 
mistake. 
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We lawyers have not always been 
highly popular. 

When Geor ge Washington, the father 
of my country, prepared his w i I I, 
for example, he refused to let a 
lawyer touch it, and he ordered 
that any dispute which might come 
up after he died be settled out of 
court by arbitrators . 

One early Americ an judge charged a 
Jury: 

"Gentlemen, you have he ard 
what has been said in this case 
by the lawyers, t ne rascals: 
..... a clear he ad and an hone s t 

heart ore 
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heart ore worth more than 
a I I the I ow and a I I the 
I " owyers ..... 

But here I stand in the midst of 
a bar which hos maintained a clear 
head and on honest heart: lowyens 
and judges alike, respected and 
honored for your courage, your 
perseverance, and your dedication 
to the fundamental tenets of the 

< law. No bar, anywhere in the world, 

(. 

holds a higher position. 

I om pleased to be in South Africa. 
I am proud to stand here with you .-­
and as a I awyer, I ext end to you my 
deep thanks for the honor you bestow 
on the I ego I profession everywhere. 

Obviously, I 
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Obviously, I am not in a position to 
talk now about the la w of South Africa 
So as a former Attorney-General of 
the United States, I thought to discus ~ 
with you some features of the American 
I ego I system; not as a professor, for 
I am sure most of you are fam i Ii or 
with our system; but in an effort to 
begin a discussion of our two legal 
experiences. I wou Id hope that many 
of you might send me papers on your 
legal system --so that together we 
might examine what features of our 
systems should guide our work for the 
ever-changing, ever-developing thing 
we col I the law. 

There are now 300,000 lawyers and 
nearly 10,000 judges in the United 
States. 

Sixty percent 
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Sixty percent of our Congressmen 
and 70 percent of our Senators are 
lawyers. 

Seven of our last twelve Presidents 
were members of the legal professions. 

We should not be surpri s ed. 

By training and experience, the lawyer 
is uni quely fitted to ploy o great 
role in the leadership 0f democratic 
societies. 

His .· ski 11 in solving disputes among 
people con be turned to the s olution 
of disputes among groups. He knows 
that conflicts must be resolved -­
even when the answers wi I I be neither 
easy nor perfect -- and even when the 
result may not be completely satis­
factory to eith er si de. 

Above a I I , 
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Above a I I, the I owyer understands 
the rule of low. He knows that low 
must begin with its observance by 
government. For, in the words of 
Justice Brandeis of our Supreme Court, 
~Government is the potent, the 
omnipresent teacher. For good or 
i 11, it teaches the whole people by 
its example . . . If the government 
becomes a I aw-breaker, it breeds 

< contempt for law; it invites every ma~ 
to become a low unto himself; it invit 
anarchy. To declare that in the 
administration of the criminal law 
the end justifies the means ... 
would bring terrible retribution.~ 

This, the lawyer knows. And therefor 
he hos a special responsibility to 
uphold the rule of the law -- to make 

it the voice 
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it the voice of progress and justice, 
a rep os itory of anci ent ideals and a 
channel of peaceful change and progress 
toward these ideals. 

Th ese things the lawy er knows -- and 
more. He knows that the o ld principle 
of the Golden Rule i s not sentimental it 
but the deepes t pr actical wisdom; that 
i f men can s u ff e r f or on e be I i e f , o t -h er 
may suffe r for the holding of ot he r s ; 
that i f men ca n be dep riv ed because 
their sk in is do r k , othe r s may be 
de pr i v e d be c a_u s e the i r s k i n i s w h i t e . 
On I y where the I aw protects a I I be Ii efs 
and a I I men i s there sa f ety for any 
belief or any man. 

My country's government was estab li s hed 
by men -- lawyers -- who understood 

the meaning 
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the meaning of th e rule of law. 
Out of the fifty-six members of the 
Continental Congress which proclaimed 
American indepen dence in 1776, 
twenty- six were lawy er s , and thirty-ihr( 
of the fifty-five men who wrote our 
Constituti on hod lega l trai nin g . 

These men knew of the tools -- the 
Star Ch amber and th e Inquis iti on --

( by which gove rnment s had been 
employed by some men to tyrannize 
others. . Th ese men knew thct gove rnment 
must be I imit ed; that it mus t be 
proscribed from or bitrari ly int erfering 
with t ~e lives of its c iti zens. They 
knew they must ex ere i se a I I of their 
imagination and sk i 11 to draft a basic 
charter th at would lost -- documents 
th at would make in d ivi dua l rights secure 
and immut ab le; that would ensu re th at 
changes in governmen t wou ld come, in 

peace and 
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peace and order; and that oppression 
and tyranny would never return. 

The drafters therefore established 
a system of checks and balances to 
ensure· that no one branch of government 
-- executive, legi sla tive, or judicial 
would hove more power than the other. 
They prot ec ted the Constitution against 
hasty and i I I -advised amendment by 
requiring that changes be mode by two­
thirds of bo th houses of Congress, and 
by three-fourths of the s tates. They 
gave an in dependent Sup r eme Court the 
power to inter pret th e doc ument th at 
they had drafted, and that court became 
the guard ian of constituti ona l rights 
against governmenta l encroachment. No 
leg i s lature and no gove rn men t official, 

including the 
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inc I ud i ng the President, is beyond 
the reach of this Court's power of 

Even in the midst of grove national 
emergency, the courts sti 11 sit to 
prevent arbitrary exercise of power 
by the government. During the Korean 
War, even as our armed forces engaged 
in combat, President Truman seized the 
stee I mi 11 s to prevent a cri pp Ii ng 
strike. Within days, the Supre~e 

. Court found that he hod acted beyond 
his authority and ordered the mi I Is 
released; and without comment, the 
President of ~the Uhited States obeyed. 
The court acted as it did -- the 
President obeyed as he did -- because 
they knew that the rule of low may 
not be abolished or defied even in 
the midst of emergency; that to abandon 

the law 
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the law would be to inf I ict on 
ourselves a defeat more severe than 
any enemy could inflict; that we 
would hove sacrificed the substance 
of freedom in order to save its srr~dow. 

To this Constitution was added a Bi 11 
of Righ t s -- a series of guarantees 
against government interference with 
individual freedom. 

Its first provision was its most 
fundamental -- to guarantee the 
freedom of speech and expression, of 
press and religion, the right to 
dissent, the ri ght to hold a different 
view. Time and again, we have 
reasserted our belief as a nation 
that sp eech can rebut speech -- that 
the fcee debate of i deos w i I I resu It 
in the wisest governmental polici es 

that the 
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that the free flow of ideas is the 
only stream on which orderly change 
and progress con soi I. 

The Bi I I of Rights contained otre r 
guarantees; the right to free move­
ment of t he person; the right to be 
safe in one's home; the right not 
to be s ubject to unreasona ble searshes 
and seizures by a persecuting govern­
ment. 

The Consti tution had prohibited the 
legislative branch from engaging in 
legislative trials, and from passi~g 
retroactive laws to punish conduct 
that was lawful when it took place. 

The Bi I I of Rights broadened these 
protections to prohibit any arbitrary 
legislative, judicial or executive act. 

And it 



( 

(_ 

I 
12 

And it provided, with spec ial care, a 
ful I set of procedures to govern the 
rights, from arrest to acquittal or 
conviction, of persons accused of 
crime: a right to be arrested only 
on sufficient cause; to be released 
on bai I pending trial; to be indicted 
by a grand jury; to be br ought speedily 
to trial; to be tried by a fairly 
selected petit jury; and to defense 

( by counsel even where the defendant 
cannot afford to pay a lawyer. 

Nor may a person be punished under a 
statute which is so vogue that he 
could not have known his actions were 
i I I ego I. The Supreme Court opp Ii ed 
this principle to a statute which 
required government emp loyees to 
swear that they had never knowingly 
I e n t t h e i r ~ s u p p or t " o r " c o u n s e I '_' or 
"influence" to the Communist Party. 

The Court-
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The Court held that this statute was 
fatol ly ambiguous , and said: 

~Could a lawyer who had ever representec 
the Communist party or its members 
swear with either confidence of honesty 
that he had never knowing I y I ent his 
'counse I' to the party? ... Indeed , 
could anyone honestly subscribe to 
this oath who had ever ·· supported any 
cause with contemporaneous knowledge 
that the Communist party also supported 
·t7 I • The very absurdity of these possi-
bilities beings into focus the extra ­
ordinary ambiguity of the s t atutory 
language. 

~No one may be required at per i I of 
Ii fe, Ii berty or property to specu I ate 
as to the meaning of penal statu t es . 

l "Al I are entitled to be informed as 

to what-
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to what the State demands or forbids." 

In al I of these ways, the framers of 
the Bi 11 of Rights sought to prevent 
the criminal lows of the notion from 
being used to serve the political ends 
of those in power at a particular 
time. 

That, in brief, is tVle system which 
the founders of my country created. 
Theirs was a vision for a 11 seasons, 
a vision which transcended their 
time, leaving with us a system that 
has I ived and expanded within its 
essential documentary framework to 
this day. 

Performance has not always equal led 
promise, nor always adhered to law. 

The pr omises of equal opportunity and 
equal/ 
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equal treatment did not apply to 
Negroes and American Indians when 
the Constitution was written. The 
right to vote has been mode truly 
univer s al only by a s eries of halting, 
sometimes painful s teps. 

But we have moved forward. 

The path hos been none too smooth. 

The end of the journey is not yet in 
signt; but its direction and the dis­
tance we hove a I ready trove I I ed are 
clear. 

The same progress--ond the same 
occas i ona I fa i I ures --hov e marked the 
protection of individual liberties. 

In times of s tress and hysteria we 
have/ 
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,' have temporarily given in to the cries 
of those who have claimed that sup­
pression can bring security. 

But each time the bench and bar have 
reca I I ed us to the command ofthe 
Constitution, and s anity and restraint 
have ret urned to pub I ic affairs. 

Legal systems ore as varied and dis­
parate as the many societies of man. 

Yet I think that in our experi~nce 
there are two major lessons which al I 
of us can draw f or the future. 

First is the rol~ which entrenched 
fundamenta I I aw ca n p I ay in f ac i Ii -
toting or derly and peaceful change . 

< 
l 

Only/ 
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Only when men know that basic rights 
are i nv i o I ate w i 11 they seek change 
peacefu I I y; on I y when they know that 
basic rights are secure wi 11 they 
accept change which a 11 ows to other 
interests a share of the res pons i bi Ii ty 
and power of government decision. 

And that security for ,change is essentia 
in every land and nation. 

Al I around the world--within nations 
and between nations--the lives and 
fortunes, the very futures of men 
depend· on the development and progress 
of the rule of law. 

In my own country, the Negro struggles 
to overcome two centuries of discrim­
ination. 

His/ 



( 

"' 

18 

His achievement of racial equality 
depends on the rule of law. And so 
does the peace and pub I ic order of 
the United States. 

We know that where the rule of low 
does not protect and channel social 
change peacefu I I y, it is a I I too 
I ikely to come violently. 

And we know, as Locke said, that ~where 
there is no law, there is no freedom." 

We are resolutely opposed to violence 
in the solution of social problems; 
we have no wish for cruelty ondthe 
injustice of violence. 

But we recognize the teachings of 
hi story--our own not ex=oepted--thot 
change w i I I come whether we Ii ke it 
or not. Change/ 



I 

Change and growth are the low of I ife. 

Those who command them to stop wi 11 
be I ike Canute sitting before the 
waves; they w i I I join those number I ess 
societies that have long since loin 
broken on the sands of time. Presi­
dent Kennedy said to my countrymen in 
1q63, ~A great change is at hand, and 
our task, our obligation, is to make 
that revolution, that change peaceful 
and const r uctive for al I . 

Those who do nothing ore inviting 
shame as wel I as violence." 

The second lesson is that low con act 
as the orbiter and protector in 
contests between great social forces--

that for/ 
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that for the ingenious mind of the 
lawyer, almost no problem is too 
difficult t o solve . 

Just in our Constitution, for example , 
are dozens of protections for the 
rights of minorities, absolute I imita­
tions in the power of a numerical 
majority to infringe the interests of 
the minority. 

The system of separat ion of powers, 
each checking and balancing the other; 
the federal system, with many basic 
powers reserved to states; the delibante 
inequality of representation in the 
Senate~ the absolute prohibition of 
legislation in areas touchin g the 
sacred rights of speech, press, assembly 
and religion; ondthe guaranteed freedoms 

of individuals/ 
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of individuals-- al I these hove enabled 
us, a people of widely diverse origins, 
to grow unhindered to a position of 
unquestioned leadership in the world 

What greatness we hove achieved hos 
come not from the power of our govern­
ment, but from its limitations, which 
hove Ii berated the fu I I creot i ve energy 
of all the American people--of every 
political persuasion, every notional 
origin, every race or color. 

And that, ofter a I I, is what we, you 
and I mean by I aw and justice; not 
persecution but protection; not 
cruelty but compassion; not the con­
trol of men by government, but the 
use of government by men as a way to 
work tog ether, for the fu If i I I ment of 

th e h i o h est/ 
-.,, 
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the highest destiny of every man and 
woman . 
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Deeply involved in that rule is the 
right of every individual to counsel-­
to the assistance of a lawyer, what­
ever his race, his alleged offense, 
or his obi I i ty to pay. 

And with that right goes a solemn 
obligation on every lawyer--to provide 
that assistance regardless of the 
personal, social, or financial diffi­
culties that it brings. 
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