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Clinton signs United Natio�s agreeme s to protect �4ildren 
!JY. Lani Ruffell le!'!1£.r.__ 

z o Al the United Nations recently, President
i== Ointoo has signed two historic agreements
S ad,·ancing international efforts lo protect
o children around lhe world. The United States
2 signed United Nations protocols one of
� which prohibits the forcible recruitment of

children for use in armed coaJlict and the 
� o1her helps protect children from slavery, 
ti prostitution and pornography. 
I-!!? United Nations observers report in 
z Angola more than ·10.000 children ha\•e 
� been forced lo hght as soldiers. Ooser�-ers 
g also report that in Columbia. the armed
a: forces enlisl chiJdren; thal in Sierra Leone, 
co children c.omprise almost one ha!f of the 
if Re\'olutiona.r}' United f'ront 1-'orces; and 
:i that in Burm,,. thousc"lr'Kls of children scn•e 
� as combatants. 
w -Toe United St�t� is one of the first coun­
gi tries to sign the.st lll"O protocols.� U�l 
� Deputy Secretar)"Ceneral Louise Frechette 
o said at the signing. "It is our hope that in

due time. the Limted States will also be able
8 to ratify these protocols aod. of course, rati-
� fy the Cotwention on the Rights o{ the Child. 
� These instruments stand to gain immeasur­
>- ably with the participation o( )!Qur country, 
� which has played such a aucial role through­

out the history of the United Nations in 
widmiog and strengthening our human 
rights framework,• she added. 

The Clinton-Gore Administration says it 
intends to submit both protocols to the 
Uniud SI.lies Sena!t for ratiflClltion later 
thi$ month. The two protocols wert adopted 
by the UN Cene,al Assembly e.arlier this 
spring follO\\fing r.t\oeral years o( negotia­
tions. 

The Optional Protocol to the Convention 
on the Rights ol the Chil<l oo the 
lo\-oh·e!Jlfflt of Children in Anned Conmct 
calls for an end to forced recruitment of chil• 
dren into armed conflict, gives go,,-emmenls 
additional tools to pressure violat0ts and 

• promotes rehabilitation to help rrintegrale
rhikl soldiers into ci\'ili.>n life.
I
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part o( its military readiness plan. Failure to 
reguter is a felooy and can result in forfei• 
ture of valuable government benefits includ­
ing student loans/grants. professional licens­
es and more. Pailure to register ma)• also 
impact on immigration applications. 

Currently the U.S. military depends on �'01· 
un� to man its armed forces aod accepts 
volunteers at age 17. Parental consent and 
proof ol age are required. ROTC prognms 
and military schools remain unaffecled. 
African Americans and other non-white YOI· � un teer s compri$e a large percentage of the

. U.S. military. 
• ,: • • • ,,.:.·,• ''"-··. ,_:,;_ 1 ,, ,, .: • lo addition lo signing the Optiooal Protocol 

'?T!:7,':•.;, ; . on lhe Rights of Children in Armed Conflict,, ;,ig, :•;,r,: -'.;( President Clinton also signed the Optional· � �·, �:·l :·:· Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child
: ;, 
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--�- .. !.- · ::;;/., ·.; : Prostitution and Child Poroogr.1phy. The .sec-

) • .' - ·,' ,;. ·' .:·; ood agreement hdps strengthen law enforce,
., � .1.#6 ... _ .... \ 

,.: ;·, •-�►\l){/ ment acti�n agai_nsl those who commit sexual
. � . .. . • · abuse ag;unst ctuldreo. ... ,t,,.,: -)�?i:lr .! The protocol for the fosl lime defines the 

'�;; ·,�J,.":i' . terms "sale of Children·, "Child prostitution"
· :•�: �- iij:it.,L�: and 01ild pornograph}'" in an intematiooal

· : �(:;: agreement and require that these abuses l>e
,. ),,t/ tf · ', �: , treated as criminal acts. It also establishes
"" / -;,, · .: stronger, clearer groun<is for jurisd iction aod

-� ....... ----""'··· ... ';.;•..I .  extradition lo •better• ensure prosecutiOfl of 
At the United Nalions, President Ointon signs international agreemerns designed lo protect offenders regprdless of where they a.re found. 
children. Looking on is Ms. looise Frechette, DepU1y Secretary-General. To the right of the President OJnton and U.S. Ambassador 
DSG stands Richard Holbr.ooke, U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Photo by Lani Russell Lewter (c) Richard Holbrooke sat with Ambassador 

The protocol bars compulsory recruitment The White House reports that William Patricia Durrant, Jamaica's Ambasador lo 
belo,� the age of 18. It also requires United Cohen, Secretary of Defense, the Chairman the � and Pre�e.nt of the Security 
Na lions member slates raise the current .15 of the Joint Chiefs Q{ Staff and the chiefs of Councl and the other members o( tht 
)oear-old standard and declare what age they the various branches of tbe Armed Forces SeCU1ity Couocil. 
plan to adopt. Nations lhat recruit youth carefully considered whether lhe country Umteo Stales e tcted 0Uic1als sat oo tbe 
below the age of 18 are required to de.scribt: cuuld undertake such an obligation. They 

opposite Mde of the aisle. Congress-..-omao 
the steps they will take to eMure proteclioo concluded that the United States could and Carolyn Maloney Manhattan). Congressman 
of under 18-)'ear old enlistees. fully protect U.S. militar}' recruitment an<i Gregory Meeks (Queens) an<! 

Reportedly, the U.S. Departments of State readiness requirements. Congresswoman Sheila Jack$OO Lee of Texas 
and Delense were deeply involved in the The U.S. governmeht oo longer forces its •ere on han<i to support the effort to protect✓·

international negotiation! leading .to lhe 18-year-old men to perform military duty. It children. First Lady and Ne¾• Vork oate
adoption of the protocol which would does require American (and oon--Amencani candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton was-repre-
require the United Stales to take all Ceasible men to register. with the United States sented by Mela11ne Verveer. a.ssistant to the 
measures to ensure that 17,year-olds do not Selective Service S,YStem (also called the president and chief of staff for the Office of
take a direct par t  in hostilitie� draft board) once they reach the age o( 18 as the First Lady,




