












































THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release November 16, 1993

FACT SHEET: THE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM RESTORATION ACT

The President will sign the Religious Freedom Restoration Act, which
reverses a 1990 Supreme Court decision that made it easier for states to
restrict religious activities. The 1990 case, Employment Division v. Smith,
changed the standard for reviewing government restrictions from a
"compelling interest" test to a weaker "rational basis" test.

The bill being signed today, which was introduced by Senators Kennedy and
Hatch and Congressmen Schumer and Cox, will require that the courts
subject any government action which burdens the freedom of religion to a
two-part test, in which the government must prove that the action is in
furtherance of a compelling government interest, and is-the least restrictive
means of furthering that government interest.

The Religious Freedom Restoration Act was cosponsored by 60 Senators and

170 Representatives. It was strongly supported by the religious community,
and easily passed both houses of Congress.

Joining the President for the signing ceremony will be approximately 200
religious leaders and clergy from Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, Islamic,
Native American, Mormon, and other religious organizations, as well as
members of Congress and leaders of secular civil rights organizations.



