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For more information contact the Department of 
Social Development and World Peace 
(202/541-3195) or any of the other national 
offices and organizations involved in the 
Catholic Campaign for Children and Families.

'Our nation is failing many of our children. Our 

world is a hostile and dangerous place for millions 
of children. As pastors in a community deeply 
committed to serving children and their families, and 
as teachers of a faith that celebrates the gift of 
children, we seek to call attention to this crisis and 
to fashion a response that builds on the values of 
our faith, the experience of our community, and the 
love and compassion of our people.'

U.S. Catholic Bishops
Putting Children and Families First

• / Am Only a Child. A compelling introduction 
to the bishops’ statement, this 14-minute 
videocassette reflects on the state of the 
world’s children. The tape is available in 
English or Spanish ($24.95 prepaid) from 
Lumen Catechetical Consultants, Inc., P.O. 
Box 1761, Silver Spring, MD 20915.

• The Parish Manual for the Catholic 
Campaign for Children and Families. A 
compilation of resources including the text of 
the bishops' statement; liturgical aids; bulletin 
inserts and clip art; and suggestions for 
integrating this initiative into parish education, 
social ministry and family support efforts. 
Available in English (Pub. No. 525-9) and in 
Spanish (Pub. No. 534-8) from USCC/OPPS 
(see above).

The best sources of help and ideas for 
participation in the Catholic Campaign for 
Children and Families will be your diocesan 
offices of social action, education, pro-life, 
family life, liturgy, and others, as well as your 
diocesan social service agency.

Individually
As individuals, we can examine our personal 

commitment to "putting children and families 
first” in our homes, parishes, and communities. 
We can make a real effort to spend more time 
with our families, praying, playing and working 
together. We can contribute our time and 
money to programs that serve children and 
families in our communities. And we can use 
our voices and votes to help shape a society 
that allocates resources and enacts policies that 
support children and families.

In Our Parishes
No institution in Catholic life is more important 

to the Campaign for Children and Families than 
the parish. Children and families are at the 
heart of parish life and the parish plays a vital 
role in supporting families and nurturing 
children.
In General: We can
• include a quote from Putting Children and 

Families First, in the bulletin;
• plan a Sunday with worship focused on

• Putting Children and Families First: A 
Challenge for Our Church, Nation, and 
World. The statement of the United States 
Catholic Conference that forms the basis of 
the Catholic Campaign for Children and 
Families. Available from the Office for 
Publishing and Promotion, USCC, 800-235- 
USCC. (Pub. No. 469-4).

children and families, education on forces 
which undermine families, and service and 
advocacy for children and families;

• use the video, / Am Only a Child at parish 
gatherings.

In Worship: We can
• reflect our concern for children and families 

within the liturgy through prayers of petition, 
appropriate homilies, a regular or occasional 
family Mass, etc.

• identify feasts and liturgical seasons that lend 
them selves to a focus on children and 
families (e g. Advent, Christmas, Epiphany).

• turn special collections (e.g. Campaign for 
Human Development, American Bishops’ 
Overseas Appeal, etc.) into opportunities to 
educate, preach and respond to the needs of 
poor children and families.

In Education: We can
• incorporate our concern for children and 

families into religious education programs and 
school curricula;

• encourage students to learn about and offer 
service to poor children and families as part 
of their religious education program;

• sponsor special projects such as poster 
contests, essay contests, field trips to local 
agencies serving needy children, etc.;

• offer adult education on parenting or public 
issues.

In Social Ministry: We can
• strengthen or start a service program for the 

parish as a whole, such as providing a 
regular meal for a soup kitchen

• publicize service opportunities for individuals 
or families such as "sponsoring" a child from 
a developing country, or volunteering for a 
literacy program;

• educate parishioners about public policies 
that work against children and families.

• involve parishioners in child and family 
advocacy through a diocesan or state 
legislative network, a community organization 
or a letter writing or telephone campaign.

In November, 1991, the bishops of the United 
States issued a statement that called for renewed 
attention to children and families in our homes, our 
parishes, our communities, our nation, and our 
world. Putting Children and Families First: A 
Challenge for Our Church, Nation, and World 
challenges Catholics and others to engage in "a 
spiritual and social reawakening to the moral and 
human cost of neglecting our children." This 
initiative brings together social justice, family life, 
human service, pro-life, education and other 
agendas within our church in a common campaign 
for children and families.

In Our Dioceses
Across the Country, dioceses are launching 

creative local initiatives. They are:
• convening parish and diocesan leaders to 

coordinate efforts;
• writing local statements on the needs of 

children and families;
• developing special events and convocations 

that focus on meeting the needs of children 
and families;

• starting new programs to serve children and 
families, including parenting skills training, 
health care programs, etc.;

• producing media efforts and producing public 
service announcement to call attention to the 
needs of children and families;

• launching public policy campaigns to enact 
local legislation to support children and 
families;

• as well as many other exciting initiatives.
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PUTTING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES FIRST

DIRECTIONS FOR PUBLIC POLICY

NATIONAL POLICY DIRECTIONS

5.

6.

7.

8.

enforcement policies.

CRITERIA FOR NATIONAL POLICY
INTERNATIONAL POLICY DIRECTIONS

THE CALL TO ACTION

3.
4.

1.
2.

While many children lead happy, secure, safe lives, too many others in our country and
throughout the world do not. Every year, 1.6 million innocent children’s lives are destroyed by
legalized abortion in the U.S. alone. One in four children in this country lives in poverty. Every day
throughout the world, 44,000 children die from poverty, hunger and related problems.

The bishops suggest seven criteria for pro-family public policies:
• Put children and families first in the allocation of resources and the focus of public life.
• Help; don 't hurt. Support policies that strengthen rather than undermine families.
• Those with the greatest need require the greatest response.
• Empower families. Help families meet their responsibilities to their children.
• Fight economic and social forces which threaten children and family life.
• Build on the strengths of families; reward responsibility and sacrifice for children.
• Recognize that foreign policy is increasingly children's policy.

Pointing to the many helpless and hopeless children who haunt our world, the bishops call on
all of us to turn our values into action on behalf of children and families.

'We hope the Catholic community will become a persistent, informed and committed
voice for children and families, urging all American institutions from neighborhood
associations to the federal government to put our children first."

While the bishops recognize that our homes, neighborhoods, parishes, and communities are 
where the most important work to support children occurs, they also recognize the role public policy 
can play in strengthening or undermining families.

"No government can love a child and no policy can substitute for a family’s care, but 
clearly families can be helped or hurt in their irreplaceable roles. Government can 
either support or undermine families as they cope with the moral, social, and economic 
stresses of caring for children. “

The Catholic community brings to this moral challenge three key assets: the values of the 
Scriptures where children are seen as blessings, the message of Catholic teaching which calls us 
to measure society by how children and families fare, and our experience in serving children and 
their families. We support their spiritual life in our parishes, we educate them in our schools, we 
care for them in our hospitals, and we provide a wide range of supportive services through our 
charitable and outreach programs.

Further, the bishops decry an unnecessary and unreal polarization about how to help families, 
which has pitted those who promote more personal responsibility against those who support "family 
friendly" policies.

"The undeniable fact is that our children’s future is shaped both by the values of their 
parents and the policies of our nation...We believe parental responsibility and broader 
social responsibility, changed behavior and changed policies are complementary 
requirements to help families."

1 Meet the basic needs of children throughout the world, including shelter, food, health 
care, education, and the elimination of child labor, children in military service, and 
other exploitative practices.

2. Shape U.S. economic policies that include:
• an international trading system that discourages the exploitation of children by 

ensuring that poor countries receive fair prices for their exports;
• a foreign aid program that places emphasis on the needs of children and families 

rather than security and military interests;
• a global financial system that recognizes the economic and social costs to families 

of developing countries’ massive external debt, and pursues ways to relieve it 
equitably and realistically.

3. Oppose coercive population and abortion policies and discrimination against women.

Protect the Ilves of children by opposing abortion and government funding of abortion. 
Protect family members from abuse by prohibiting pornography, reforming family 
services, and Increasing support for adoption and foster care.
Promote decent jobs at decent wages, and support adequate job training. 
Reform the tax laws to help families cope with the high cost of raising children -- e.g 
a children’s tax credit.
Provide for poor children through adequate welfare benefits and policies that promote 
family stability, not separation.
Promote family-friendly workplace policies such as family and medical leave 
protection.
Promote equal opportunity in education, affirmative action in employment and 
nondiscrimination in housing.
Promote quality education by offering programs like Headstart, and vouchers or tax 
credits that allow school choice.

9. Support basic nutrition programs like food stamps and the Women, Infant and 
Children (WlC) program.

10. Extend quality health care to all, beginn ng with our children and their mothers.
11. Support housing, planning, and zoning jioiicies that promote affordable housing.
12. Provide appropriate medical, educational, rehabilitative and social services for persons 

with disabilities, and ensure full implementation of the Americans with Disabilities Act.
13. Embrace a "children first" principle in cases of divorce, and strengthen child support
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"Our nation is failing many of our children. Our 

world is a hostile and dangerous place for millions 
of children. As pastors in a community deeply 

committed to serving children and their families, and 
as teachers of a faith that celebrates the gift of 
children, we seek to call attention to this crisis and 
to fashion a response that builds on the values of 
our faith, the experience of our community, and the 
love and compassion of our people.'

U.S. Catholic Bishops
Putting Children and Families First

For more information contact the Department of 
Social Development and World Peace 
(202/541-3195) or any of the other national 
offices and organizations involved in the 
Catholic Campaign for Children and Families.

• / Am Only a Child. A compelling introduction 
to the bishops’ statement, this 14-minute 
videocassette reflects on the state of the 
world’s children. The tape is available in 
English or Spanish ($24.95 prepaid) from 
Lumen Catechetical Consultants, Inc., P.O. 
Box 1761, Silver Spring, MD 20915.

In Our Parishes
No institution in Catholic life is more important 

to the Campaign for Children and Families than 
the parish. Children and families are at the 
heart of parish life and the parish plays a vital 
role in supporting families and nurturing 
children.
In General: We can
• include a quote from Putting Children and 

Families First, in the bulletin;
• plan a Sunday with worship focused on

• The Parish Manual for the Catholic 
Campaign for Children and Families. A 
compilation of resources including the text of 
the bishops’ statement; liturgical aids; bulletin 
inserts and clip art; and suggestions for 
integrating this initiative into parish education, 
social ministry and family support efforts. 
Available in English (Pub. No. 525-9) and in 
Spanish (Pub. No. 534-8) from USCC/OPPS 
(see above).

The best sources of help and ideas for 
participation in the Catholic Campaign for 
Children and Families will be your diocesan 
offices of social action, education, pro-life, 
family life, liturgy, and others, as well as your 
diocesan social service agency.

Individually
As individuals, we can examine our personal 

commitment to "putting children and families 
first" in our homes, parishes, and communities. 
We can make a real effort to spend more time 
with our families, praying, playing and working 
together. We can contribute our time and 
money to programs that serve children and 
families in our communities. And we can use 
our voices and votes to help shape a society 
that allocates resources and enacts policies that 
support children and families.

In Our Dioceses
Across the Country, dioceses are launching 

creative local initiatives. They are;
• convening parish and diocesan leaders to 

coordinate efforts;
• writing local statements on the needs of 

children and families;
• developing special events and convocations 

that focus on meeting the needs of children 
and families;

• starting new programs to serve children and 
families, including parenting skills training, 
health care programs, etc.;

• producing media efforts and producing public 
service announcement to call attention to the 
needs of children and families;

• launching public policy campaigns to enact 
local legislation to support children and 
families;

• as well as many other exciting initiatives.

• Putting Children and Families First: A 
Challenge for Our Church, Nation, and 
World. The statement of the United States 
Catholic Conference that forms the basis of 
the Catholic Campaign for Children and 
Families. Available from the Office for 
Publishing and Promotion, USCC, 800-235- 
USCC. (Pub. No. 469-4).

In November, 1991, the bishops of the United 
States issued a statement that called for renewed 
attention to children and families in our homes, our 
parishes, our communities, our nation, and our 
world. Putting Children and Families First: A 
Challenge for Our Church, Nation, and World 
challenges Catholics and others to engage in "a 
spiritual and social reawakening to the moral and 
human cost of neglecting our children." This 
initiative brings together social justice, family life, 
human service, pro-life, education and other 
agendas within our church in a common campaign 
for children and families.
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children and families, education on forces 
which undermine families, and service and 
advocacy for children and families;

• use the video, / Am Only a Child at parish 
gatherings.

In Worship: We can
• reflect our concern for children and families 

within the liturgy through prayers of petition, 
appropriate homilies, a regular or occasional 
family Mass, etc.

• identify feasts and liturgical seasons that lend 
them selves to a focus on children and 
families (e g. Advent, Christmas, Epiphany).

• turn special collections (e g. Campaign for 
Human Development, American Bishops’ 
Overseas Appeal, etc.) into opportunities to 
educate, preach and respond to the needs of 
poor children and families.

In Education: We can
• incorporate our concern for children and 

families into religious education programs and 
school curricula;

• encourage students to learn about and offer 
service to poor children and families as part 
of their religious education program;

• sponsor special projects such as poster 
contests, essay contests, field trips to local 
agencies serving needy children, etc.;

• offer adult education on parenting or public 
issues.

In Social Ministry: We can
• strengthen or start a service program for the 

parish as a whole, such as providing a 
regular meal for a soup kitchen

• publicize service opportunities for individuals 
or families such as "sponsoring” a child from 
a developing country, or volunteering for a 

literacy program;
• educate parishioners about public policies 

that work against children and families.
• involve parishioners in child and family 

advocacy through a diocesan or state 
legislative network, a community organization 
or a letter writing or telephone campaign.
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CRITERIA FOR NATIONAL POLICY INTERNATIONAL POLICY DIRECTIONS

THE CALL TO ACTION

Pointing to the many helpless and hopeless children who haunt our world, the bishops call on
all of us to turn our values into action on behalf of children and families.

'We hope the Catholic community will become a persistent, informed and committed
voice for children and families, urging all American institutions from neighborhood
associations to the federal government to put our children first."

The bishops suggest seven criteria for pro-family public policies:
• Put children and families first in the allocation of resources and the focus of public life.
• Help; don't hurt. Support policies that strengthen rather than undermine families.
• Those with the greatest need require the greatest response.
• Empower families. Help families meet their responsibilities to their children.
• Fight economic and social forces which threaten children and family life.
• Build on the strengths of families; reward responsibility and sacrifice for children.
• Recognize that foreign policy is increasingly children's policy.

The Catholic community brings to this moral challenge three key assets: the values of the 
Scriptures where children are seen as blessings, the message of Catholic teaching which calls us 
to measure society by how children and families fare, and our experience in serving children and 
their families. We support their spiritual life in our parishes, we educate them in our schools, we 
care for them in our hospitals, and we provide a wide range of supportive services through our 
charitable and outreach programs.

Further, the bishops decry an unnecessary and unreal polarization about how to help families, 
which has pitted those who promote more personal responsibility against those who support "family 
friendly" policies.

"The undeniable fact is that our children's future is shaped both by the values of their 
parents and the policies of our nation... We believe parental responsibility and broader 
social responsibility, changed behavior and changed policies are complementary 
requirements to help families."

While the bishops recognize that our homes, neighborhoods, parishes, and communities are 
where the most important work to support children occurs, they also recognize the role public policy 
can play in strengthening or undermining families.

“No government can love a child and no policy can substitute for a family's care, but 
clearly families can be helped or hurt in their irreplaceable roles. Government can 
either support or undermine families as they cope with the moral, social, and economic 
stresses of caring for children. ”

While many children lead happy, secure, safe lives, too many others in our country and
throughout the world do not. Every year, 1.6 million innocent children's lives are destroyed by
legalized abortion in the U.S. alone. One in four children in this country lives in poverty. Every day
throughout the world, 44,000 children die from poverty, hunger and related problems.

3.
4.

1.
2.

1. Meet the basic needs of children throughout the world, including shelter, food, health 
care, education, and the elimination of child labor, children in military service, and 
other exploitative practices.

2. Shape U.S. economic policies that include:
• an international trading system that discourages the exploitation of children by 

ensuring that poor countries receive fair prices for their exports;
« a foreign aid program that places emphasis on the needs of children and families 

rather than security and military interests;
• a global financial system that recognizes the economic and social costs to families 

of developing countries' massive external debt, and pursues ways to relieve it 
equitably and realistically,

3. Oppose coercive population and abortion policies and discrimination against women.

a

Protect the lives of children by opposing abortion and government funding of abortion 
Protect family members from abuse by prohibiting pornography, reforming family 
services, and increasing support for adoption and foster care.
Promote decent jobs at decent wages, and support adequate job training. 
Reform the tax laws to help families cope with the high cost of raising children -- e.g. 
a children’s tax credit.
Provide for poor children through adequate welfare benefits and policies that promote 
family stability, not separation.
Promote family-friendly workplace policies such as family and medical leave 
protection.
Promote equal opportunity in education, affirmative action in employment and 
nondiscrimination in housing.
Promote quality education by offering programs like Headstart, and vouchers or tax 
credits that allow school choice.
Support basic nutrition programs like food stamps and the Women, Infant and 
Children (WIC) program.

10. Extend quality health care to all, beginning with our children and their mothers.
11. Support housing, planning, and zoning policies that promote affordable housing.
12. Provide appropriate medical, educational, rehabilitative and social services for persons 

with disabilities, and ensure full implementation of the Americans with Disabilities Act.
13. Embrace a "children first” principle in cases of divorce, and strengthen child support 

enforcement policies.
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'Our nation is failing many of our children. Our 

world is a hostile and dangerous place for millions 
of children. As pastors in a community deeply 

committed to serving children and their families, and 
as teachers of a faith that celebrates the gift of 
children, we seek to call attention to this crisis and 
to fashion a response that builds on the values of 
our faith, the experience of our community, and the 
love and compassion of our people.'

U.S. Catholic Bishops
Putting Children and Families First

For more information contact the Department of 
Social Development and World Peace 
(202/541-3195) or any of the other national 
offices and organizations involved in the 
Catholic Campaign for Children and Families.

In November, 1991, the bishops of the United 
States issued a statement that called for renewed 
attention to children and families in our homes, our 
parishes, our communities, our nation, and our 
world. Putting Children and Families First: A 
Challenge for Our Church, Nation, and World 
challenges Catholics and others to engage in "a 
spiritual and social reawakening to the moral and 
human cost of neglecting our children." This 
initiative brings together social justice, family life, 
human service, pro-life, education and other 
agendas within our church in a common campaign 
for children and families.

Individually
As individuals, we can examine our personal 

commitment to "putting children and families 
first" in our homes, parishes, and communities. 
We can make a real effort to spend more time 
with our families, praying, playing and working 
together. We can contribute our time and 
money to programs that serve children and 
families in our communities. And we can use 
our voices and votes to help shape a society 
that allocates resources and enacts policies that 
support children and families.

• I Am Only a Child. A compelling introduction 
to the bishops’ statement, this 14-minute 
videocassette reflects on the state of the 
world’s children. The tape is available in 
English or Spanish ($24.95 prepaid) from 
Lumen Catechetical Consultants, Inc., P.O. 
Box 1761, Silver Spring, MD 20915.

• The Parish Manual for the Catholic 
Campaign for Children and Families. A 
compilation of resources including the text of 
the bishops’ statement; liturgical aids; bulletin 
inserts and clip art; and suggestions for 
integrating this initiative into parish education, 
social ministry and family support efforts. 
Available in English (Pub. No. 525-9) and in 
Spanish (Pub. No. 534-8) from USCC/OPPS 
(see above).

The best sources of help and ideas for 
participation in the Catholic Campaign for 
Children and Families will be your diocesan 
offices of social action, education, pro-life 
family life, liturgy, and others, as well as your 
diocesan social service agency.

In Our Parishes
No institution in Catholic life is more important 

to the Campaign for Children and Families than 
the parish. Children and families are at the 
heart of parish life and the parish plays a vital 
role in supporting families and nurturing 
children.
In General: We can
• include a quote from Putting Children and 

Families First, in the bulletin;
• plan a Sunday with worship focused on

In Our Dioceses
Across the Country, dioceses are launching 

creative local initiatives. They are;
• convening parish and diocesan leaders to 

coordinate efforts;
• writing local statements on the needs of 

children and families;
• developing special events and convocations 

that focus on meeting the needs of children 
and families;

• starting new programs to serve children and 
families, including parenting skills training, 
health care programs, etc.;

• producing media efforts and producing public 
service announcement to call attention to the 
needs of children and families;

• launching public policy campaigns to enact 
local legislation to support children and 
families;

• as well as many other exciting initiatives.

• Putting Children and Families First: A 
Challenge for Our Church, Nation, and 
World. The statement of the United States 
Catholic Conference that forms the basis of 
the Catholic Campaign for Children and 
Families. Available from the Office for 
Publishing and Promotion, USCC, 800-235- 
USCC. (Pub. No. 469-4).
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children and families, education on forces 
which undermine families, and service and 
advocacy for children and families;

• use the video, / Am Only a Child at parish 
gatherings.

In Worship: We can
• reflect our concern for children and families 

within the liturgy through prayers of petition, 
appropriate homilies, a regular or occasional 
family Mass, etc.

• identify feasts and liturgical seasons that lend 
them selves to a focus on children and 
families (e g. Advent, Christmas, Epiphany).

• turn special collections (e g. Campaign for 
Human Development, American Bishops’ 
Overseas Appeal, etc.) into opportunities to 
educate, preach and respond to the needs of 
poor children and families.

In Education: We can
• incorporate our concern for children and 

families into religious education programs and 
school curricula;

• encourage students to learn about and offer 
service to poor children and families as part 
of their religious education program;

• sponsor special projects such as poster 
contests, essay contests, field trips to local 
agencies serving needy children, etc.;

• offer adult education on parenting or public 

issues.
In Social Ministry: We can
• strengthen or start a service program for the 

parish as a whole, such as providing a 
regular meal for a soup kitchen

• publicize service opportunities for individuals 
or families such as "sponsoring" a child from 
a developing country, or volunteering for a 

literacy program;
• educate parishioners about public policies 

that work against children and families.
• involve parishioners in child and family 

advocacy through a diocesan or state 
legislative network, a community organization 
or a letter writing or telephone campaign.
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The Catholic community brings to this moral challenge three key assets: the values of the 
Scriptures where children are seen as blessings, the message of Catholic teaching which calls us 
to measure society by how children and families fare, and our experience in serving children and 
their families. We support their spiritual life in our parishes, we educate them in our schools, we 
care for them in our hospitals, and we provide a wide range of supportive services through our 
charitable and outreach programs.

Further, the bishops decry an unnecessary and unreal polarization about how to help families, 
which has pitted those who promote more personal responsibility against those who support Tamily 
friendly" policies.

"The undeniable fact is that our children's future is shaped both by the values of their 
parents and the policies of our nation...We believe parental responsibility and broader 
social responsibility, changed behavior and changed policies are complementary 
requirements to help families."

Pointing to the many helpless and hopeless children who haunt our world, the bishops call on
all of us to turn our values into action on behalf of children and families.

"We hope the Catholic community will become a persistent, informed and committed
voice for children and families, urging all American institutions from neighborhood
associations to the federal government to put our children first."

While many children lead happy, secure, safe lives, too many others in our country and
throughout the world do not. Every year, 1.6 million innocent children's lives are destroyed by
legalized abortion in the U.S. alone. One in four children in this country lives in poverty. Every day
throughout the world, 44,000 children die from poverty, hunger and related problems.

While the bishops recognize that our homes, neighborhoods, parishes, and communities are 
where the most important work to support children occurs, they also recognize the role public policy 
can play in strengthening or undermining families.

"No government can love a child and no policy can substitute for a family's care, but 
clearly families can be helped or hurt in their irreplaceable roles. Government can 
either support or undermine families as they cope with the moral, social, and economic 
stresses of caring for children."

The bishops suggest seven criteria for pro family public policies:
• Put children and families first in the allocation of resources and the focus of public life.
• Help; don 't hurt. Support policies that strengthen rather than undermine families.
• Those with the greatest need require the greatest response.
• Empower families. Help families meet their responsibilities to their children.
• Fight economic and social forces which threaten children and family life.
• Build on the strengths of families; reward responsibility and sacrifice for children.
• Hecognize that foreign policy is increasingly children's policy.
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1. Meet the basic needs of children throughout the world, Including shelter, food, health 
care, education, and the elimination of child labor, children in military service, and 
other exploitative practices.

2. Shape U.S. economic policies that include:
• an international trading system that discourages the exploitation of children by 

ensuring that poor countries receive fair prices for their exports;
* a foreign aid program that places emphasis on the needs of children and families 

rather than security and military interests;
•a global financial system that recognizes the economic and social costs to families 

of developing countries’ massive external debt, and pursues ways to relieve it 
equitably and realistically,

3. Oppose coercive population and abortion policies and discrimination against women.

Protect the lives of children by opposing abortion and government funding of abortion. 
Protect family members from abuse by prohibiting pornography, reforming family 
services, and increasing support for adoption and foster care.
Promote decent jobs at decent wages, and support adequate job training. 
Reform the tax laws to help families cope with the high cost of raising children -- e.g. 
a children's tax credit.
Provide for poor children through adequate welfare benefits and policies that promote 
family stability, not separation.
Promote family-friendly workplace policies such as family and medical leave 
protection.
Promote equal opportunity in education, affirmative action in employment and 
nondiscrimination in housing.
Promote quality education by offering programs like HeadStart, and vouchers or tax 
credits that allow school choice.
Support basic nutrition programs like food stamps and the Women, Infant and 
Children (WlC) program.

10. Extend quality health care to all, beginning with our children and their mothers.
11. Support housing, planning, and zoning policies that promote affordable housing.
12. Provide appropriate medical, educational, rehabilitative and social services for persons 

with disabilities, and ensure full implementation of the Americans with Disabilities Act.
13. Embrace a "children first" principle in cases of divorce, and strengthen child support 

enforcement policies.
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What Can We Do? Resources

MNoyeniber^l 99 Qthe bishops of the United 

igtes issued a statement that called for renewed

A C ATHOLIC

C A MP A I G N

'Our nation is failing many of our children. Our 
world is a hostile and dangerous place for millions 

of children. /Is pastors in a community deeply 
committed to serving children and their families, and 
as teachers of a faith that celebrates the gift of 
children, we seek to call attention to this crisis and 
to fashion a response that builds on the values of 
our faith, the experience of our community, and the 
love and compassion of our people. ‘

U.S Catholic Bishops
Putting Children and Families First

• I Am Only a Child. A compelling introduction 
to the bishops' statement, this 14-minute 
videocassette reflects on the state of the 
world’s children. The tape is available in 
English or Spanish ($24.95 prepaid) from 
Lumen Catechetical Consultants, Inc., P.O. 
Box 1761, Silver Spring, MD 20915.

In Our Parishes
No institution in Catholic life is more important 

to the Campaign for Children and Families than 
the parish. Children and families are at the 
heart of parish life and the parish plays a vital 
role in supporting families and nurturing 
children.
In General: We can
• include a quote from Putting Children and 

Families First, in the bulletin;
• plan a Sunday with worship focused on

• The Parish Manual for the Catholic 
Campaign for Children and Families. A 
compilation of resources including the text of 
the bishops' statement; liturgical aids; bulletin 
inserts and clip art; and suggestions for 
integrating this initiative into parish education, 
social ministry and family support efforts. 
Available in English (Pub. No. 525-9) and in 
Spanish (Pub. No. 534-8) from USCC/OPPS 
(see above).

In Our Dioceses
Across the Country, dioceses are launching 

creative local initiatives. They are:
• convening parish and diocesan leaders to 

coordinate efforts;
• writing local statements on the needs of 

children and families;
• developing special events and convocations 

that focus on meeting the needs of children 
and families;

• starting new programs to serve children and 
families, including parenting skills training, 
health care programs, etc.;

• producing media efforts and producing public 
service announcement to call attention to the 
needs of children and families;

• launching public policy campaigns to enact 
local legislation to support children and 
families;

• as well as many other exciting initiatives.

The best sources of help and ideas for 
participation in the Catholic Campaign for 
Children and Families will be your diocesan 
offices of social action, education, pro-life, 
family life, liturgy, and others, as well as your 
diocesan social service agency.

Individually
As individuals, we can examine our personal 

commitment to "putting children and families 
first" in our homes, parishes, and communities. 
We can make a real effort to spend more time 
with our families, praying, playing and working 
together. We can contribute our time and 
money to programs that serve children and 
families in our communities. And we can use 
our voices and votes to help shape a society 
that allocates resources and enacts policies that 
support children and families.

children and families, education on forces 
which undermine families, and service and 
advocacy for children and families;

• use the video, I Am Only a Child at parish 
gatherings.

In Worship: We can
• reflect our concern for children and families 

within the liturgy through prayers of petition, 
appropriate homilies, a regular or occasional 
family Mass, etc.

• identify feasts and liturgical seasons that lend 
them selves to a focus on children and 
families (e g. Advent, Christmas, Epiphany).

• turn special collections (e g. Campaign for 
Human Development, American Bishops’ 
Overseas Appeal, etc.) into opportunities to 
educate, preach and respond to the needs of 
poor children and families.

In Education: We can
• incorporate our concern for children and 

families into religious education programs and 
school curricula;

• encourage students to learn about and offer 
service to poor children and families as part 
of their religious education program;

• sponsor special projects such as poster 
contests, essay contests, field trips to local 
agencies serving needy children, etc.;

• offer adult education on parenting or public 
issues.

In Social Ministry: We can
• strengthen or start a service program for the 

parish as a whole, such as providing a 
regular meal for a soup kitchen

• publicize service opportunities for individuals 
or families such as "sponsoring" a child from 
a developing country, or volunteering for a 
literacy program;

• educate parishioners about public policies 
that work against children and families.

• involve parishioners in child and family 
advocacy through a diocesan or state 
legislative network, a community organization 
or a letter writing or telephone campaign.

• Putting Children and Families First: A 
Challenge for Our Church, Nation, and 
World. The statement of the United States 
Catholic Conference that forms the basis of 
the Catholic Campaign for Children and 
Families. Available from the Office for 
Publishing and Promotion, USCC, 800-235- 
USCC. (Pub. No. 469-4).

States issued a statement that called for renewed 
attention to children and families in our homes, our 
parishes, our communities, our nation, and our 
world. Putting Children and Families First: A 
Challenge for Our Church, Nation, and World 
challenges Catholics and others to engage in "a 
spiritual and social reawakening to the moral and 
human cost of neglecting our children." This 
initiative brings together social justice, family life, 
human service, pro-life, education and other 
agendas within our church in a common campaign 
for children and families.

N/fioS
F&miUA5

Pr(me<°

For more information contact the Department of 
Social Development and World Peace 
(202/541-3195) or any of the other national 
offices and organizations involved in the 
Catholic Campaign for Children and Families.
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PUTTING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES FIRST 

While many children lead happy, secure, safe lives, too many others in our country and 
throughout the world do not. Every year, 1.6 million innoc�nt childre�·s li�es are destroyed by
legalized abortion in the U.S. alone. One in four children in this country hves in poverty. Every day 
throughout the world, 44,000 children die from poverty, hunger and related problems. 

The Catholic community brings to this moral challenge three key assets: the values of the 
Scriptures where children are seen as blessings, the message of Ca�holic t_eachin� whic.h calls us
to measure society by how children and families fare, and our experience in s�rving children and 
their families. We support their spiritual life in our parishes, we educate them in our schools, we 
care for them in our hospitals, and we provide a wide range of supportive services through our 
charitable and outreach programs. 

While the bishops recognize that our homes, neighborhoods, parishes, and commun�ties �re
where the most important work to support children occurs. they also recognize the role public policy 
can play in strengthening or undermining families. . . . "No government can love a child and no policy can substitute for a family s care, but 

clearly families can be helped or hurt in their irreplaceable roles. Government ca� 
either support or undermine families as they cope with the moral, social, and economic 
stresses of caring for children." 

Further, the bishops decry an unnecessary and unreal polarization about how to help fa,'.11ili�s,
which has pitted those who promote more personal responsibility against those who support family 
friendly" policies. 

"The undeniable fact is that our children's future is shaped both by the values of the,r 
parents and the policies of our nation ... We believe parental responsibility and broader 
social responsibility, changed behavior and changed policies are complementary 
requirements to help families." 

CRITERIA FOR NATIONAL POLICY 

The bishops suggest seven criteria for pro-family public policies: . . 
• Put children and families first in the allocation of resources and the focus of publtc ltfe.
• Help; don't hurt. Support policies that strengthen rather than undermine families.
• Those with the greatest need require the greatest response.
• Empower families. Help families meet their responsibilities to their children.
• Fight economic and social forces which threaten children and family life.
• Build on the strengths of families; reward responsibility and sacrifice for children.
• Recognize that foreign policy is increasingly children's policy.

THE CALL TO ACTION 

Pointing to the many helpless and hopeless children who haunt our world, the bishops call on 
all of us to turn our values into action on behalf of children and families. 

"We hope the Catholic community will become a persistent, informed and
. 
committed 

voice for children and families, urging all American institutions from neighborhood 
associations to the federal government to put our children first." 



The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President, 

JAMES M. DUNN 

August 25, 1993 

We understand that there is an intense lobbying effort tor you 
to viait with officer• of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
President Ed Young and the President of the Executive 
committee Morris Chapman. Mr. President, because I campaigned 
vigorously for you, atand resolutely behind you, and support 
the thrusts ot your Presidency, including your economic 
reforms, health care, tairnesa tor homosexuals, and the right 
of a woman to choose her own destiny I hope you will not be 
used and abused by the fundamentalist, New Right, leader• of 
the SBC. 

The desperation ot these men to see you reflects their need 
for the credibility they would gain with such a visit. I, 
with you, do not believe the office of the president should be 
so used. 

Because I know these men and their track record we c11n predict 
with absolute certainty that should you visit with them they 
would leave your office and either distort what you said or 
use for their own purposes what they "told the President." 

Thia sort of visit with religious right leaders brought great 
pain and embarrassment to President Carter. Jerry Falwell 
misrepresented the President's position on homosexuality. 
Adrian Rogers, reported on how he had "witnessed• to the 
preaident and aak•d him to turn from his secular humanism. 

Mr. President I've known the present leaders ot the SBC for 
forty years and I can assure you that nothing good can 
possibly coma trom thea. 

It's a joy to work with you and your people. We pray for you 
and are eager to help in any way possible. 

Sincar;� 

ames M. Dunn 

--------
-- ------

TOTAL P.03 
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Cl INTON-INTERVIEW Ocl. 26. )992 (1,460 words) With µhotus senl Oct. 21 and tollcty. 

CLINTON SAYS LAWS ON PARENTAL NOTICE FOR ABORTION WOULD Hf.: OK 

13y Patricia Zapor 

Catholic News Sc.rvicc 

FKEELAN1J, Mich. (CNS) •· States should have ll:e frccuum 10 require parental nutifi<.:ilLiuu 

for abortion, Dcmocnuic prc$iuculiul 11u111i11�e Bill Clinton said Oct. 25 in a 25-minutc interview with 

C.atholic News S�rvic�.

Clinton, who says he oppose� uhortiou but bcli1,;ves i1 should he lcg'11, �•lsu said he doesn't think 

federal law should prohibit a state's right w establish a 24-hour waiting period hcfore an abortion may 

be performed, ahhough he believes such w.tili11g 1,'t:I iods pose an unncccs:mry burden for some women. 

rhe Arkansas governor, a Southern Oaptht wliu �1 actuated from Jcsuit·n111 Geu1gc:tow11 

University, also credited his six yt,un; uf �Lliolic cuul:ali(11l with ingraining in him a sen!:e of moral 

ohlie;1tion to try tu live nut religious convictions that affects his daily life. 

Jn a wide-ranging Interview at Tri-City Airport In Freelano, Mich .• m:a, Saginaw, Clinton 

discussed: 

His college years al Georgclown and two years in tt Catholic grade school. 

His opposition to a scl1ool chotcc voucher fundl11g sys1e111 thm Jnclu<Jcs purochitsl ll<.:huul:1. 

·- Slunuurd� he would upply in nomimtting Supr¢me Court justices.

·- I lis support for the dl��th pcnnlty.

- His support for would-be refugees to \he United Stutes from l lniti.

-- Pmpm1als to hdp the nntion's poor children.

Clinton has �id he would support the Frcc<.10111 of Choice Act, a hill which, us in1roduced in

the last session of Congrt!ss, woull.l lm\'c 1,'Whibi 1e<1 states from pa..�:1ing any laws restricting abortion. 

But Clinton nutc\-1 tl1ut vuriuu:; p1 opo5ed nmendmcnL" to the bill would have given !>Httcs some 

regulatory leeway. 

Acknowledging that as governor of Arkansas he SUJ>fJUt t¢u a law requiring minur:s lO nolify their 

parents before having abortions, Clinton noted, ... 11,e finul form of 1hat act (in Cu118rcss) is not yet

dear. Before the people who support it decide<l nOL to pu�h it in this Collgress, there were all kinds 

of negotiation� ahout what the slale5 should still be. frn·. tu du." 

"I think states should ab!iolutely have the freedom to have parcutal uuticc," he said. While he. 

believes a 24-hour waiting p�riod "philosophically, sounds like a totally n;asum1hle thing," it can impose 

an unfair burden un women who must 11 avcl lung distances in some are.1s of the country where there 
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arc few abortion clinics.

"I don’t know that federal law needs to ivguktic it away, but as a practical matter, in the real 

world it is a significant burden.” Clinton said. “In the real world there arc very few people who do 

that who haven’t thought about il for 24 hours."

Clinton ulso said he wants pro-life Demociuts to remain in the party and that he regrets the 

decision to refuse Pennsylvania Gov. Robert Casey’s request to address the Democratic National 

Convention in July.

Cuj.ey, a popular Catholic governor in a key DcniouiaUu state, lias urged the party 10 moderate 

its platform, which strongly opposes any regulatinn of abortion. Clinton was criticized at the time for 

keeping Casey off the speaker’s platform as part of an effort to present a united front favoring 

abortion rights.

According to Clinton, Ron Brown, chairman of the Democratic National Committee, based his 

decision to turn down Casey’s request on the fact that Casey had not yet endorsed the Clinton-Gore 

ticket.

“It was very frustrating to me because 1 like. Bob Casey a lot," said Clinton. “I mean I’ve known 

him for years and worked with him. And I attempted to visit with him about it. I personally had no 

problems with him talking."

Other Democrats who oppose abortion, such as Boston Mayor Ray Flynn, had lime at the 

microphone and made pro-life statements, Clinton said. “But he had endorsed our ticket."

Clinton said he would like Democrats who disagicc about abut lion to feel they can work within 

the party to make abortions less necessary

“I want pro-life Democrats in our party and I’ve relied extremely heavily on Mayor Flynn in 

this campaign for all kinds of advice on a number of issues," Clinion said.

“I don’t want to run anybody out of the party that agrees with us on more issues than they 

disagree with us on,” he said.

Catholics in particular should feel at home in the Democratic paiiy, even if they disagree about 

abortion, believes Clinton.

"Hie Democratic Party's platforms and historic commitments are much more consistent with the 

Catholic Church’s social mission than the Republican platform’s," he said. “So 1 think we should talk 

about things on which we do agree."

He urged finding ways for people who disagree on abortion to work together to reduce their 

number. Adoption, in particular, .should be inure widely encouraged, he said.

Clinton said as president he would nominate Supreme Court justices who agree, with him that 

the constitutional right to privacy guarantees freedom lo have abortions.
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"I wouldn’t give them a laundry list of issues that they would have to agree with me on,” 

Clinton said of judicial nominees. But “if I got a Jiancc 10 make ail appointment 10 the COlirt, I’ll 

appoint somebody who is pro-choice.”

Clinton also disagrees with the Bush administration over priorities in education.

Although he attended a Catholic grade school for two years and thinks highly of Catholic 

schools, he believes the federal government should have no pan in funding them, even under a 

vouchci system that lets parents choose among private and public schools.

He supports Arkansas programs tlmt allow state funds to be used for Child Citre at church-rutl 

schools and at religious colleges and universities.

He said he found it rewarding to join in religious instruction as a second and third grader at

St. John’s Catholic School in Hol Springs, Ark.

“But, I think that part of the mission of the Catholic schools is to communicate the values of 

the Catholic Church to children and 1 don’t think the Constitution of our country permits taxpayers 

to subsidize that,” he said.

Children’s interests also need to be belter supervised by governmctil entities that are charged 

with protecting them, Clinton said.

Aside from approving full funding for Head Start, a pre-school preparation program for poor 

children, Clinton said he wants to pay greater attention to the medical and foster care systems for 

children.

“‘i'ha (foster cure) syatems arc breaking down in uiuM stales ill America aS more and more KldS 

grow up in difficult family circumstances and more anti mor- families fall into poverty and tensions 

build up,” he said.

Clinton also opposes Bush’s policy to turn back Haitians fleeing their country before they reach 

the United States, vowing to change it if elected.

“1 don’t think we ought to be shipping those people back until we know we have done 

everything we can io restore dcniociacy in Haiti, with (deposed President Father Jean-Bcrtralld) 

Aristide, or a coalition government or in some oilier fashion, a democratic government that observes 

human rights and freedoms.” Clinton said. He agrees with the use of capital punishment, but said 

he doesn’t think there’s much to be gained by extending capital punishment to more federal crimes.

Clinton supported a crime bill that never made it out of Congress this session that included 

imposing the death penalty fui several additional federal crimes. He said he thought those provisions 

were secondary.

“1 supported it largely because it contained more tunds to put police officers on the street and 

UNS - Calbofcc No* Service
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handguns so wc. could check their criminal and mental heallli history and age," he said, 

rhseussing his religious beliefs, Clinton said his yean ai Georgetown left their mark. Paired with 

his Southern Baptist beliefs, Clinton said, his years of studying under the Jesuits have shaped his sense 

of public duty.

While his religious heritage established his belief Hint the basis of religious freedom lies in 

church-state separation, Catholic influences have underscuicd his sense of obligation to Others, 

lie’s learned “wc are morally obliged to try to live out our religious convictions in the world,” 

he said. Baptists believe that salvation is a unittcr of the personal iduliuiisiiip between an Individual 

and God, Clinton noted.

Jesuits also taught him “a real respect for the obligation io develop one’s mind,” Clinton said. 

“Religious convictions involve more than emotions, there is an intellectual vigor. If you have 

a mind, you have an obligation to develop it to learn to think ... and then to act on those things more 

powerfully because you know more."

A favorite scriptural passage is Gul 6:9. he said. “Let us not grow weary while doing good, for 

in due season we shall reap, but do not lose heart "

♦ ♦ ♦
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Bill Clinton mhI Oct 2$ in • 25 mmuiu interview with CjIIhiIh' Mew* .Service.

Clinton, who «y< he oppotci »lx»rtion but bclicrcj it ihould be legal, also Mid he doesn't think federal law should prohibit it Male's riftlll IV

I

otablish * 24-hour waiting penmt twCore an >i>vriion may tin pcrfonnuU. alllnvgli he believes Such waiting periods pose an unnecessary burden for SOIhC 

women.

Acknowledging that ax governor of Arkansas lie xup(x>rtcd a law lequinng mintns to notify their parents before having abortions. Ctin'rvn noted, 

"The fmnl form of that act (in Congress) is nut yet dear. IJcforc the people who support it decided not to push tl in this Congress, there were all kinds 

of negotiations about whai the stales slKiuld still be free Io do.'’

"I think states should nlisolutcly have the ficvdoin io have paicnial notice," he Mid. While he believes a 24-liour waiting period “phlosopltklffy, 

sounds like a totally reasonable thing.'' il ran impute an unfn r tivruen on wvmvn who mutt liavirl long distances tn sonic ureas Ol the Country Where 

there are few abortion clinic*.

"I don't know ih«i fedcrnl Uw iiwds iv regulate il hwuy. Hut as a practical iniiltcr. in the real world it IS a significant burden," Cliltoit said.

'•In the real world there are very few people who do tlwi who haven't ihoughl about il for 24 hours."

(.union also mid he wants pro-life l>cm<Krais tc iciiimn in the puny and that he regrets the decision to refuse Pennsylvania Gov. Robert

Casey's request to address the Oemcciaiic National Cxinvvi'iion in July,

Casey, a popular Caiholir governor m a key iXmocrativ siuie. has urged the party to moderate its platform, which M/ongly opposes any 

regulation of abortion. Clinton was criluiziil in the lime for keeping Gusev off the speakci's plailurm as pun of sn effort to prvvum a united frvnl 

favoring abortion right*.

According in Clinton. Ron Itrown. Chuirmnn of ihr IlmoerHik K’uiuiiiiil Ckimmiuec. based hit ■tccisiC'ii Io lum down Casey's request on the 

fart that Casey had not yet endorsed the Clinton-Gore lii kiii

••li w»r very fmMmiing io mv bcrnuic. I tike lk>ti Casey ■ un, siild Cjimoii. 1 mean I ve known him for years and worked with him. And I 

attempted to visit with him about it. I pciMinally had no problems with lum talking.'’

Other Democrats who oppose abortion, auclt <u Ikisiun Mayor Ray (■lynn. had lune at the microphone ana made pro-life ttalcmcnU, (Jinlon 

said. ■'But he had endorsed our ticket."

Clinton said he would like IX-mocrots who disagree about abortion to feel they can wcuk within the party lo make abortions less necessary. 

“I want pro-life Dcmucraiis in our party and I'w iclicd extremely heavily on MayOi I'lynn tn this campaign for all kinds ol advice on a number 

of iMues," Clinton said.

•‘I don't want IO run unybrxty out of the paily that agrees wuh n, on more issuus ilum they disngrev with us cm." be Mid. 

Catholics in particular should feel at home in the Democratic party, even it ilniy disagree about aburticn, believes Clinton. 

"Ihe Dcmix-ratie Party** piMforow »nii hiaioiiv vuiionitmunia ai* musii uiuii- lonsiMem with me fathotic i.nuich'i scx'ial mission than the 

Republican platform's." he said. “So I Hunk we should talk about things on which W do agree "

lie urged rinding ways for (woplc who ibsagice im abortion to work together to reduce their number. Adoptkir., in particular, should be more 

widely encouraged, he said

The Arkanaes gcc.iiin, v Souihcrn IMptiat who graduated from Jesuit-run Georgetown University, also credited his sis years of Catholic 

education with ingraining in him ■ kiisc of moral obligation to try to live out religious convictions that affects fits daily life

tn a wide-ranging intcrvivw at Tti-Ciiy Aiqion in I nreland, Mich., near Saginaw, Clinton discussed;

-• His college years at Georgetown and two years in a Catholic grade M'huul

- His opposition io a whool choice vouchci funding system thai includes |ian« hi»l sctiOOtS.

- Standards he would apply in nominating Supreme (jiuri jiAiiirv

- Hit support for the death penalty,

•• Hit support for would-lv n-fugees to U>u Cuiivd Siuiea Inim Ilintl.

- Proposal* to help (he natron's poor rhil.lu.nt

Clinion r>«« Mid he would support ok t'rccdoiii of k.ttoicc Act. a bill which, as introduced in the last session of Congress, would have prohibited 

states from patting any law* re&trirting aboiium. Hut Clinion mired that various pruptvxc amendments lo the bill would have given slate* Mime, regulatory 

leeway.

ci jhri-oN-iNTi irviuw Oct k. >t>i 11.sou wondt) with pmxo* sent Oct. 21 and today

cuvin.N says LAWS on pari-ntal Nona! I'OK abortion WOULD hi: ok

By Patricia Zapor

Catholic News Service

I’RELluAND, Mich (CN'S) - State* should haw ihe freedom to require jwrcnial notification for abortion. Democratic presidential 
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CNS: A lillle bit of old history, bvl it’* Mill of inloictl to our readers, who air.. Ihc mjijnruy. Catholic newcf>*|>en. in thin country. Why vrMh'l 

Ciov. C*.wy fiven • forum at the Dcnnxmiu convention.'

Clinton: Well, the people who were running the cohvoiihmi. and I must say tlii* issue w»s not lirvcght directly Io me, if il hvd been 1 might've 

mad* ■ ditTarsni decision. l>ut I waouu - Kny I’tyiin »|K*e. wr.o i* wry strongly pro hie and made Mime pro-life statemenu. But he had endorsed our 

ticket. Jeese Jackson spoke from a different f>er>pcclive. and you know we'd liecn *urt of estranged, hut he had ettdOrsoJ our ticket

At the time the convention occurred. Clnv. Casey lunJ not yet endorsed the tkkcl. So. the chairman of the party decided that he shouldn't make 

a position for him. It wau very frvsiruting to me 'caunc I like Boh Casey a lot 1 mean I've known him for years and worked with him. And 1 allcmplctl

Ctiaioa aard ** |Hcvidcni be would nominalc Supreme Cuuit justices who agree with him that lhe constitutional right to privacy guarantees 

freedom to have abortions

• t wvmldn t give them a laundry list of issues Dial they would have to agree with me on." Clinton said of judicial nominect. Hut “if I got a 

chance to make an appointment to the court, i'll nppo.nl somclxvd) who is pfil-chrtcc.’’

Clinlon alcn disagrees with the Hush ndministratiOd Ovci |iiiuril>Ck in cduCilkm

Although hr. attended • Catholic grade school for two ycaia and iliinke highly of Cutihcitic schuoU, he believes the fvdcial gtivcrnmcni Should 

have no part in funding them, even under a voucher system that let* parents choose among private und public Mhools.

Ha supports Arkansas program* tltni all.-w Male funds iv be used lor child rare at chuiJi-iun urooi* and at religious colleges and universities. 

He said he found it rewarding to join in religious instruction as a Kevnd and third grader al St. John's Catholic School in Hol Spring*, Afk. 

‘■Hui, I think that part of the uii».<Hi of <hc tainoiic miukii* is to communicate me value* of the Catholic Church lo children and I don't Ihmk 

the CcHistnuiion of nur country permm taspayer* lu subsidize ihat." lie said.

QtlWren's interests also need io be belter supctviM.il by government entities Hiai arc charged with proiecting them, Ciinion said.

Aside from approving full funding for Head Start, a pre-Khool piepataiion program for poor children. Clinton said he wani« to pay greater 

aitnniion to the medical and foster care systems foi ituldren.

"'1'hc (foster care) cystemu are breaking down in iiii.*t slates in America as more ami ruin* lid* (*ruw up in difficult family nnumaianccs and 

more and more families full into poverty and tenstun* build up." he said

Clinton also oppones Bush’s (Xiliry to turn hw* llnitiaiu Peeing their erwoiry before they reaili the United States, vowing (0 change il H clcclbd. 

"I don’t think we ought to be shipping those |>ei>plu back until we know we have done everything we can to restore democracy tn Haiti, with 

(dcpzKrd Pn-eutent I’ather Jean llertiund) Arirtidc, nr * vvnliiiuii gimrrmnent or in senne oincr lashion. a democratic government that oliscrvcs human 

right* and freedom*.’’ Clinitm said. Hu agrees with the urc of capital punishment, but said nc doesn’t llnnk lherc's much to be gained try estenuing 

capital pumtlimum tu more fc.itcrtil crimes.

Clinlon supported a crime bill lhai never made n out of Congrew du* sckkion ttui included imposing the death penally fur several additional 

federal rrimes. He said he thought thoae pix>vi»K»i* were secondary.

"I supported it largely berause il comaincd more fund* u> ovI police offrvr* on lhe slrcct and Itr.rauw it contained the llrady Dill, which would 

h»vc a waiting period before people could buy handgun* so »c could ihtick their criminal and mental bcailh history and agt;,” he said

Discuaaing hl< rcligkiu* belief*. Clinton said hi* yr«»» at Georgetown i«ft thvir mark. I’n.red with his Southvui llaplisl belief*, (Jintoa said, hi* 

year* of studying under the Jesuits have shafted his sense of public duly.

Whits h|« religious herbage otieltlii.httd hi* belief th«i th* basts tit ivltgluu* freedom lie* in church-stale separallon. Catholic influence* have 

underscored hit sense c>f obligation to others.

Hv’s Ivaimid "we are morally oituged to tty lo live out our religious convictions m the world." he said Baptists believe that salvation is a .'halier 

of the personal relationship between an individual and Cod. (lirtlun noted.

Jesuits alert taught him “a real respect fur the obligaiKin to develop one * iiiind," (.'Itnlon said.

"Religious conviction* involve more ihaa titiKiiions. there is an tnicllcciual vigm. Il you have a mind, you have an nhligmuui to develop it to 

)e*rn to think ... and then to net on ihosc thing* uhmc fiowcrfully because you know mine:."

A favorite scriptural passaEc. is Gal 6;V, he said, "let us nm grow wcxry while doing guod. lor in due season we ahall reap, but du nut low: 

■n-XT ti if/TON <xt. 2fi. urn (4.wu worusj.

l:Rlil:IAND. Mich (CNS) Here, u the transcript of a Caiholic News Scivicv interview will! Ili.uKx.mtic prcriidcniial candidate Bill Clintun. 

lhe interview was conducted l»y CNS fcdciui re|x>rtcr Patricia Zapor al the lii-c.ity Airport in l-’rccland Oct. 25 while Clinton was campaigning in the 

Saginaw area.
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CNS: Have ycu vctilcd it between yox? Have you spoken about it? Do you l«xl like you've come Io an agreement of some sort with each other'.’

<?NS: As governor, you supported a parental iKH>livanoi> bill

Clinton: I did support that

Clinton: Well, what the Itnal Corm of that ar t will be is not yet ctcai. I incan. before the people who supfxtrtcci it decided not b» push it tri

I

flinton: I don't want to run anybody out of the party lliat agrees with us on more issues than they disagree with us on. And I think the -- 

as I uwi n»y Ihjwn vpoke mu mada n >ory mrpo.wiuned |uk<-iif<. koiuiiivm. iiuougii iiis remarks. Ann I would -• 1 think the derision was solely based 

on whether we could brettk the precedent of letting someone speak at the tonven'.ior who had not yet cominittcd Io support the ticket. And I hope it’s 

oh cesubvd

C.NS: Partly because of that incident and vaiious other things, a couple people haw said that it's getting real hard Io cast a vote for a Dcmocril 

without also by implication casting a vole foi pro choice. Obviously from what you sav you don't necessarily think Ihat's the way tlic Democratic Party 

should be, it should not be quite so restrictive.

CMS- Dm you aUv r-upport ths Fnoidom of Clvuiki. ak, willsh wen inc aci.i; tMiys would mase n impossible lo have such laws us parental 

notification.

(?NS: Whai else would you do then to try to dissuade il ui miiion thni there isn't room in the ilcmocratic J'arty for people who disagree about 

abortion?

Clinton- I think the best thing that we could do IS — ] think there .nr only two rcs|v.*nsc*. frankly. <>mi is talk about nil the- iwivca on whir'll 

we do agree. I mean, the Democratic Parly’s platforms and historic commitments arc much more consistent with the Catholic Church's social mission than 

the Kcpulilican plalfnrm Amt w> I think we slimild talk about more ihinga on wliirh wv. Jv ugise. And die secund thing, I think lllul we should dO What 

Mario Cuomo suggested and try lo find »a,s that |Kio|>lc who disagree over what the law should be on abortion can work together lo reduce the number 

of abortion*. V..u know, in most of me >eai» mat I have been governor, the number id nburttons have gone down over the previous year. I'herc was 

a chan just printed in the Arkansas Dcimamt, about, oh, 1 don’t know, a couple months ago, which documented Inal 1 think there were only two of 

the tael sight years that the number of abortions increased over tlic previous year. And 1 think that you do that by promol.ilg adoption and doing what 

you can to reduce unwanted pregnancies. I think ihai we ought to Have a concerted cllort on that.

I remember, and thia incident has been quoted elsewhere, but 1 want to rcjxml aoout it. I bad an amazing encounter with a woman in (Jedur 

Rapids, Iowa, in from of Quaker Oats al this rally, and there were a lol til piirlile demonstrators at the. Iiark rrf the crowd and she was in frvnl of the 

crowd and she had a pro-chtiiix slicker on. Hut she wns holding Hus baby of another race - she was white and the kid was African-American, this little 

fiirl hsd AIDS und she had ad<>|>tcd this child «ui ..f rnoihcr suite. And vhv talked uixrui her commitment to trying tv gel -- lo adopt problem children 

because she had done this and that she wished she tould be pan of a conmton effort to try to promote the noliotl of adoption, to let pcojric know thill 

there ware people like her who warn i«. adofit itiiM ciiiiutun and khc inougm mat might reduce the number of abortions, which I thought was an 

interesting thing. She basically looked back longingly at the pnnlifo dcmonsiialiiik all the way on the Other side of the Crowd and she said that's 

something I wish I was involved with llieni m doing. I really tlunK that's what we ought tu do Those sre (he two things that 1 would say lo pro-lik 

Democrats about why they shouldn't .icccssaiily leave the Dcmociaiic I’arly

Friday, Augurf 6, 1993 

to, you kn.~., viai, wish hie, .tx.., A|1J , pvnonauy nua no jiroolcm wilt) him talking. I want pro-lilc Democrats tn our psrty and I think I vc relied 

ertrcmely heavily on Mayor Flynn m Hu* campaign for all kinds oi advice on a number of issues. And I've done my best lo mike that cImi. I also tn 

. related way was realty moved by the ao»k- that Gov. (.uomo wrote m Hie New York Times not very long ago, 1 don't know if you saw H, bMirallv 

swung for a common effort by Americans who arc poa-hfo .mJ pro-choice to reduce the number of abortions in Amenta.

So I regret what happened. I su l. you kmiw, in terms of Quv. Casey, cause I really J.kC him and I'd like lo h»vc, you know

Clinton Wen, he said pubhety, you know, he’s gomg to support the ticket, but I thintt, you know, I don’l know how he feels about the naliona! 

party nm offering him • forum. Dwi I u.i.u., thni'a uk poiky tiui Ron Drown thought we ought io follow and in that Case, no one really brought the 

issue to me. But I had supported the policy when it was developed,

But 1 really like Casey, ano I respect hi* convictions and I hope we can Pod ways to work logelhcr.



309CMS-CST-ICLIC NEJS14:3303/06/93

Gnw - Olboiic New* Service 
Friday, Avgust 6, 1W

CNS. Whil mImmH some other restnciions 24-liuur wailing pctiinJ, IhingN like ihai

CMS: 'Ihcrc aren't ninny clinnn -

4

Clinton: I tliinl that we oujhi i<> miikc sure that people whu arc charged with Crimea for vtiirn ihcy can be executed have belter lawyer* at 

the trial level and at the appeals level You know, ictucd Justice 1 owe 11 hcinlcd a commisjioii In look al the apjKlIatc proceM in Criminal cupiia) casca, 

bneauee the average capital punishment case lakes atnunl eight years iti work ila way through the courts. And i'owell argued tlul that was mo long, but

C.'NSt Would your nommatinns to federal court* 01 Hie Supreme C.'ouit •• would you require ihul the nominees agree with you on political iksuca 

like abortion?

Clinton: Ibe thing thut bothcm me about Hie J4-hour wailing period is ph.l<wspl'i<-ally. it sound* like a loially rcaMinabk thing. I)u( as a 

practical matter, people don't, I don't think there are very many people who ever go through an aixirticat who haven t ihought about it for 24 hovn, No. 

1. And No. 2, since only 17 percent of the co„nii,-» mduy, according tv the l unv or Newsweek siiny on abortion ~

CNS: A quick change of stihjcci. Hrerc are a coupic tilings we can breeze through quii'kly. you support rttpnal punishment, ycl you're certainly 

aware that it's inequitably imposed on poor nrHi-wluH-s much more ihsn r<,r any other o.sml or income groujis Wlial would you do io change how CbpitMl 

punishment ,s applied in the U.S.?

Clinton: Yeah, there aren't many clinic* anymore duing it. I’or people wire have limited mean* and who come in from a long way gway, who 

by definition have been thinking about it however long n totik them to get Irwin where they live to where they go. it can impose a significant butdar 

on their ability to have acres* to wluu other people could, maybe just because they live down the street from a dime. So that's my only problem with 

that. I don't know that federal law need* to regulate it away, but I just think that as a practical matter, in the rent world it it * aigniriesnl burden. In 

lhe real world there are very few people whu do that who haven't thought about it for 24 hours.

1 do think that we should do more to promote Adoption M-rvicc* a* an alivm.-tiive. I ih nk |K<>pl< need to know in ibis country that there are 

caring, loving people Ou', there who don't have children who would love to have children, who will adopt children I don't know that any place has done 

at good a job wiih that a* tlwy uhould IKn I think ihai .* a invii loiiMiuotvc thing 10 00 than to 1OCUS on the wailing period, given the practical 

circumstances of mint people'* conditions in America.

CNS: flui if a nominee dnugrr.cd wi.h you on ilwi ana and you were imwally in line on oilier*, lhai wouldn't necessarily be a requirement 

that would keep somebody on or off the ctiurt?

Clinton: 1 wouldn’t give them u laundiy lial of procedure* dial they would agree with me on. Hut I have said that I think that given the fad 

that there are four justices On the couil who hare r.diculcd lhe ruling in low V* Wade, and that »v now hove « Republican plntfotiu which call* for 

an outright ban on all abortions, and ihcyVc lun ui four different platforms now conimitling them to appoint tally judges to ail benches who arc 

comnuiied tn repcnl R.v. v» w*4«. then I ihovgln ,f i g >t u cnance ii> nmsu an apfMiiiiitireni io the court I ought to appoint son’ebndy who was 

prtxhoire. Not someone I gave 10 question* to answct about "How do you feel about every last issue." but al least someone who believed that there 

wm a co-uoiuouuni nghi io privacy - which a lot ot people don't believe Hutt there is one. mat encompasses a right to choose - and I do. So I would 

do my best without giving somebody a 2(NquCsii>>it interview to appoint someone who hud expressed lhe belief lhai the right Io privacy i* in the 

Constilulion.

C.linton: Well, l wrml.1 s>»v«, n <i,fr.c..li um< appuiming n« «u lhe :>u|«uu>v CX'uu itiai didn't (relieve In inc constitutional right lu privacy. 

Ikrauw. I believe m that. I think every preUdent throughout histuiy wrilioui exception has had some sn calted litmus test, even though I don't think it’s 

•v.r « good idea for * pre-aidciii u< *n down and mrerview a prbsjxiciive judge and mk (hem, "Well, what would you do in this ease, that ease and the 

other thing?" I would never do that.

But, l mean, lor example, I can't imagine a pivsidunl ufier 1W«(>, for example, apiroiiiling * justice 10 the Supreme (xrurt who didn’t believe 

in the 14th Amendment, that i*, requiring tire integration of public schools. Jusi for an example. So. that's an important thing io me. But I'm nol going 

to sit around and give anybody a teat on the I'ciinsylvaina law. for example, on how they led about this icslncbon or thai one I wouldn’t do that.

■hi. Cungreaa. th.r. ~vrc all ki.u. «f rreguiiatiotis aooui what the slate* should still be free Io do. including that. 1 think states should absolutely have 

the freedom tn have parental notice.
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CNS: Would your policies enrour«k»; more widuspicml applir»t>r.n of lhe Ucmh penalty for fcderul crinsca?

UNS: I'ken'a been « loi of talk ><■ your vampeugn alxtui iiti|>ruvin(t ciiiidtcn's livcu. Whal’s the Hip side of your hit sinflc. "full funding for Head

Start’?

Clinton- Yom mean, what else would wt do?

CNS: R>eht.

S

that part of the. ■ntw.wi that It took to long und that we had ao many appeuLs w*j the uneasy lecling that the judicial tyttem hat lhal HI many people 

who gel sentenced to death don't have the kame shot at the courts as ttiosc who beat the death pcntiliy because their upbringing (unintclligislc) Isr.ller 

lawyer*. So hi* argument was that we should accelerate somewhat the criminal appeals pruvsa, but in return for that every state would have to 

de monel rate that it hnd imposed a higltct standard (or what kind of legal assistuni'c someone who could be executed got

Clinton' tin I’m mu al) hung ur ,>« that. I supported ti>u> rudvial vitua. uni that was niiousicrcu to death. Hut I supported rt largely because 

it cnnlnincd more fund* to put |*>licc officer* on the alicel and because ii contained the Brady Bill, which would have a wailint; period before people 

could buy handfvna to w>. svuN vlreck iiuir criminal ano mental health history and age. But I think capital punishment decisions by and large should 

be left to the states and thnt the capital puniUiinciu provisions in the federal enme bill will Have a marginal clfcct, al most on the crime problem in 

the Untied .Slate* 1 don't think I hat's unc of the most impeiitant paua of that bill z\nd I'm not hung up on that. I do think the money that was in 

that bill for local police officer* and the Ifiady Bill and the provision* for spcxduig up the criminal’s appeals process in a fair way were good ones. I'd 

like to see. thnt stuff enacted. 1 don’i liuvu uny particular probkiu with the capital punishment piOvttiers uf that bill, but if you read them, while there 

are a whole bunch of them, they would haw very limited application to the protrlcms that nio*t Amerir-an* face in terms of their safety and au-urity. 

So I think that frankly that has been way overemphasized at Hie federal level. |ly and large, the capital punishment issue as il affects most people in their 

lives is one that's going to be rcnolvezi nt the state level.

CNS: Alling the lines <>f children and education, you upprsc I’rcsidcm Husli a education voucher pl-in. where il includes the non publk. schools. 

How do you leal about tax credit* for piuciita with children in non public schtxils'f

(linlon* I cl's talk about two or thirn iiihrr things. I <h,nk that as wv ivwnrd t urtvcrsal bualiii sale sysium -- that IS, one in Which

everybody gets some coverage .. I think we need to focus on young mothers and their children first I think that if we can improve the primary and 

preventive healib ear* ««i«m in chia coviiuy. -v run lower uifisni munalliy, lower HW low birth weight rale, which is quite high ill this Country Shd 

improve the mental and physical development of children us they start school, I think lhal is very, very- important.

fhe oincr thing l think we need to do is tn take a hard look nationally ut something mat I've giapplcd with in my State, with mixed rvjulb. 

and that is the whole system we have for dealing with abused and neglected clnldien, you kfow, the foster care system, working with kids when they stay- 

in the homce. The systems are breaking down in mnat stales tn America as mote and more kids grow up tn difficult family cirrumstanccs and more and 

more families fall into poverty and tension* build up. And the way lhal the federal government works now wnlh regard io that usped of children’s needs 

is that cucntiaily the federal contribution to programs Umi dual with abused and neglected children it. more limited than the federal contribution to deal 

With children's health needs IhiOugh Mvdicnid. for example, ot ilwy'ii- mure iimiied than fvdirrai conlnhulivna to the Head Stull piirginill. So that IhCfC 

is this real uneven patient which ha* gotten aggravated try lhe state budgetary problems m must slates because most states have had to take more and 

more mrwtry nvmy freot presrhmti •ducaiiwH u„u more end mrau a*<iy from iiiose tilings thai deal witn the .Medicaid problems, cause uf the explosion 

in the health care rolls in America for poor pcopx.

A<iMtlK.i thing I'd really like tu look at is to see what we ran du tn sircngihcn the foster care systems tn America, sircnglhcn lhe adoption 

systems and to help the stales get in a pos.iion where they're making belter judgment* about when trey keep children in lannlics and when they should 

be removed from fiimilics. J’hosc arc lhe tougliesi calls you have to make.

If you interview most children, most children would raihci slay with mcir family even in an abusive siluation th.in Im rvtrwtcd This young 

child that filled a lawsuit to stay with hi* adopted family, that'* bsMutlly the exception rather than the rule and that kid had been jacked around something 

terrible in his life. ) was very sympathetic with him. but in our expcrir.nre th»r« Hie rxicplirai not the rvlu. And I must lull you, I think lhal vf all lliv 

dcrisions made by governments in thw country that those arc lhe toughest calls. 1 mean, when you sec these kids, you sec jHircn's that ait in trouble, 

should they bn Irfi in th* home? Should they be iwkvi* out of lhe horn*'.’ If Itivy'iu- Hili tn the nomc, what Kind Ot support Can you give the hvHIC 10 

make sure lhe kids arc not abused and neglected? Those are tnc lough tilings I d really like to see us make some progress on as a country,
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SpnngGcM And the nun who Uught me in the ueond «i>d mini grade came up to me at the rally. I had not icon her linre,

me toj a picture ot her today So I got io wrl of see her and io my mind 1 got ready to see

imignim in ArUnntm. winch i urungly iiupponcd. given out statu selioUishijW (or people IO go In college

CNS So what's so different alx’iui elementary m-ikkiIs?

two thing* different abuui elementary and secondary mIuhiIs, |wrticul«rty elementary schools. One is.

more poor kid* and gicuter divemty and imm; difficumcs. I simply don't Hunk we hive the money And we also have drajltc

impnvr the public educstion syMem. And I believe with public mIhwiI choice, with dramatic rcstnictiiring of the schools --

Ry lhe W>y. 1 think we have a lol fn leant from the mIhkiI kyKicnu. Yim look at the t-aiholic achnol $pk*m in Chicaju, lor cram pie,

publie (undo to pnvotc purpooco. Fw. <hvw iwu I oppose inc Bush plan and (he lav crcditt.

Clinton: Yea. You kno*-, when I thowed up hi (/eoigvtown, they U)Ou(;til I had

From my Southern Itapiist her.tagc, I hive a deep belief thut the l iral Amendineiti separation between church and state is wha. guarantees

Svi.wiiiing Ih.ii-s ■eally deeply ingrained in the history ot the liaptist ChuAh in America, going back lr> ns

Hui the Cainone InHucnic nn me, i.ankty, t .hink, is inaiiifesied in two ways l irst of an. a leal sense lhai we arc morally obliged to try to

f.

■ voucher aysient 
the country, I think, to put one in for child Care. We let working people lake their vouchers and hike

eduiwted by Jesuits at Georgetown. How do those two influences affect your outlook On life and your 

into play in your day-io-day adniinisiiatiim.'

were private but non-sccturuin 

not what Hush

Ike wtigimir frcoJj.m of alt pawpU. 'lK»t'( 

founding.

at home that I put in. We were the first stale in 

their kids to church child core centers. Our state | 

to private or public schools, including church-related univciailics.

a screw IrvHC. They said, here you ore, you've never had j 

Southern Hapitsi who's hardly been out of Arkansas. 1 lold tlxm, 1 said - 

iv > <.athi4«v uniwniiy.

Her name is Sister Mury Aniais and she live* with on Older in Sp.inetiehl, Mn And it 

nominated with a picture of her when the was teaching

her. She was a terrific teacher. I loved her. Of enurw I went lo Ciwrgolown, a* you know. Out I 

was one ot the mosi rewarding experience of my life.

I h»vae (he fnllowSnf eor»<.-c

Milwaukee. In Milwaukee, the

Erkhy, AufcwU 6, 1993 

-l .lie same thing. The tax credo, arc about the Wmc as hd ,dc. of gir.ng everybody a certain nmounl ot money and

». abov, lulllull tTVUIU of „ll4h pmpcwi. which it ddlcfeni. by the way. from what ha^ned m

State mad« a judgment about a particular M'lioui system, the Milwaukee uhuol system, that it was icnously dcfickit And 

tU Catholic school* in Mitwmixec had vacated all these buildings and moved out lo the suburbs, basically. And (here

a limited nunilicr of poor kid* were able lo go milter than the puWic schools But the Milwaukee thing is

which is the biggest one m the coumiy, I think, lite administrative ciwis of Oftcraiine 'hat m hoot cyctcm are roughly $ percent of the eval of adminisiui>»g 

the public schorls. Part of that is the public school, have io deal with the Icdc-ral grants tuW deal with the - but basically that show, you what we COuItl 

do. We. have, a lot to learn from Ihn p..v..ix whuul symanu «.>J f...... ths Cinh-alic .wirooi Syiluii*. Hut I dun t ihmk lhai we can IS I praflnnl mittci -

- given the fan that we know we could f.s the public schools with ■.ertam relunn sirategiej that arc proven - 1 don't think we can iffort in be diverting 

«a..Kilas t__ I- ________ SA

went tv a Catholic grade school (or two years and il

CUMmu I think it's at*

letting them lake it to -

fat me espiam where I'm coming bom on this. I'd like to talk sinrut this a little bit. Mpccially to your rcaden.
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Letter from Washington
By Sidney Blumenthal

Every side of the Richmond Coliseum-east and west, north and 
south--is plastered with signs reading "North." Fifteen thousand 
delegates to the Virginia Republican Party convention, the largest 
deliberative body in American politics, from the floor to the rafters, 
are coiled in anticipation. Suddenly, the eager humming of the crowd 
is stilled as the thunderous chords of "Eye of the Tiger," the theme 
song from "Rocky II," crashes through the loudspeakers. The hall is 
thrown into darkness. On a thirty foot tall television screen, just 
behind the platform and flanked by trumpeting elephants, appears a 
huge black-and-white picture of Jane Fonda. BOOO! The fight song 
rumbles on, louder and louder. Jesse Jackson's face appears. BOOO! 
Then, racheting up the decibel level and the scale of demonology, 
comes Dan Rather. BOOO! Even more terrifying: Sam Donaldson. BOOO! 
Finally, Mephisto himself: Bill Clinton. Block letters fill the screen: 
WHOSE SIDE ARE YOU ON?

Just as abruptly as the hatred of enemies has escalated, the 
love of the hero is solicited. In tender tones, his friends and 
comrades, his wife and mother, testify to his bravery, resolve and 
fidelity. The hero himself, a modern Cincinnatus in jeans, with his 
farm as a backdrop, strides toward the camera to explain that 
"family values" has become his "battlecry." He must give up the plow 
for the sword. The music pumps way up. Spotlights sweep the arena. 
Having seen the leader on film, the crowd cries for him in the flesh. 
His name is chanted over and over again. The spinning spotlights 
converge in a pinpoint. As though he were a wish come true, Oliver 
North, Republican candidate for the U.S. Senate, materializes on stage. 

OLLIE! OLLIE!
Even many longtime Republicans observing the hero and the 

adoring crowd thought this ecstatic scene was an apparition that 
would dissolve when they left the arena to rub their eyes in the 
glaring daylight. One of the scriveners on the Wall Street Journal's 
editorial page, the Pravda of the right, confidently assured those 
around him that North's opponent, the soothing conservative Jim



may appear as a hallucinogenic turn in a bizarre Virginia reel. But his
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Miller, whom the Journal endorsed, almost had the nomination 
within his grasp: In short, the spectacle before us was not really 
happening. Other observers reflected aptly on the strange 
circumstances within the Democratic Party that had made North s 
candidacy seem viable: the vulnerability of Senator Charles Robb, 
Lyndon Johnson's son-in-law and former governor, brought on by his 
sexual peccadilloes and his embittered personal conflict with former 
Governor Douglas Wilder, the first black governor since
Reconstruction, whose volunteers sat outside the Coliseum collecting 
signatures from the Republican delegates to put him on the ballot as 
an independent candidate. Indeed, North's rise from the shame of the 
Iran-contra scandal to the respectability of the podium in Richmond

nomination is neither a flashback, nor a provincial sideshow.
The transformation of Ollie North the witness facing a phalanx 

of senators into Ollie North the candidate for Senate has required a 
profound political transformation, not so much in him as in the 
Republican Party. The former Ollie was a National Security Council 
staffer acting out what he claimed was a "fall guy" scenario for 
President Reagan in the arms-for-hostages fiasco: the patriot as 
designated victim. That Ollie was the homonculus for the latest 
incarnation, who not only heads the ticket of the GOP in the Old 
Dominion, but has emerged as the most renowned figure of the most 
vital and aggressive movement within the national party: the 

nominee as Christian soldier.
The Virginia Republican convention is the most clarifying 

political event since the 1992 presidential election. By itself it may 
have seemed a sensational singularity. But it was not a weird 
hologram that spun in midair only to vanish an instant later. Virginia 
was followed a week later by Texas and, a week after that, by 
Minnesota. In Texas, the minions of the religious right took control of 

the state party, enthusiastically electing one of their own as 
chairman and voting down a resolution proposed by a benighted 
moderate reading: "The Republican Party is not a church...A
Republican should never be put in the position of having to defend or 
explain his faith in order to participate in the party process." In
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Minnesota, the religious right overwhelmingly dominated the state 
convention, pledging its support for governor to antiabortion and 
creationist activist Allen Quist (who, when his six-months pregnant 
first wife was killed in a car accident, had the fetus displayed in an 
open coffin, and made a one-man raid on a gay book store) against 
incumbent Republican Governor Arne Carlson, an infidel moderate. 
(The Minnesotan rightists call themselves "Quistians.") These 
conventions themselves are hardly freakish incidents. From South 
Carolina to Oregon, the state parties are falling under the sway of the 

religious right: the flag and cross are one.
Virginia and Texas and Minnesota are no more aberrations 

than was the seemingly startling upsurge of the religious right at the 
National Republican Party Convention of 1992 at Houston. Nineteen 
ninety-two was an internally realigning year for the GOP, whose 
shifts are beginning to be more fully revealed. In the last 
presidential election, evangelical Protestants became the single 
largest constituency within the Republican Party, without which it 
would not have a minimally credible base within the Electoral 
College. Consequently, within the party, a cultural and religious war 
is being waged- finally flaring into open combat-between the 
declining mainline Protestants, who used to define Republicanism, 
and the ascendant evangelicals, whose claim on party structures is 
depicted as takeovers. Since 1992, the conservative movement has 
steadily folded itself into its one concentrated point of energy-the 
religious right. There may be another Republican Party, but it exists 
only in the irretrievable past. For now, the GOP is gathering in a 

permanent Houston convention.
"They're culturally stunned by what they see," Ralph Reed, the 

executive director of the Christian Coalition, the most influential 
group on the religious right, remarked to me about the outside 
observers at the Virginia convention, to which he was a delegate. I 
think the party they think exists today is the party of the Reagan 
landslide of 1980. But the collection of organizations that came 
together in the Reagan triumph in '80 are no longer the potent force 
they once were. This is not the party of the Reagan era. This is a 
party of the post-Reagan era. Every new political era has institutions



particularly in Virginia have advanced so swiftly toward the right in

the Reagan era, including Ronald Reagan, who excoriated North. ("I

who had lied to the Senate and that, furthermore, he would do
all in his powers to defeat him. "Warner and Miller: The conspiracy to
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The Richmond convention was a far less diluted and mediated 
event than the one in Houston. Republican politics nationally and

that reflect a different activism and style. Today there's been a shift 
in the activist and voter base away from the Goldwater and Reagan 
activist to a new breed, who tend to be emerging out of the religious 

community. This is the base of the party.

defeat Oliver North...The people who have attacked Ollie read like a 
'Who's Who' of Washington Insiders," said a flyer handed out by the 
North campaign at the convention. The outsiders of 1980 are now 

flayed as impotent party hacks.
The hope of stopping North's drive rested on James Miller III, a 

libertarian economist who served as one of the most obscure but 
enduring figures of the Reagan era. During Reagan's first term he was 
chairman of the Federal Trade Commission, where he sought to 
relieve business of the burden of regulation. In the second term, he 
was the budget director, urging a constitutional balanced budget 
amendment, while presiding over inflating deficits he naturally 
deplored. His senatorial campaign consisted largely of gestures 
demonstrating that he was not Ollie North but acceptable to the right. 
Miller employed two strategems. The first was to prove his bonafides 
as an authentic conservative. Thus he assembled testimonials from

am getting pretty steamed about the statements coming from Oliver 
North," Reagan wrote in a letter released during the primary 
campaign.) North's detractors were not the predictable moderates, 
but the order of battle of Reagan's conservatives: Meese and 
Weinberger and Laxalt and Bork. Even Reader's Digest, a reliably 
Republican-oriented publication, weighed in with a story cataloging 
North’s falsehoods. Senator John Warner of Virginia, the foremost 
Republican in the state, announced that he would never endorse a 
man who had lied to the Senate and that, furthermore, he would do

two years that North's nomination was almost inevitable. His victory 
is a direct rebuke to virtually the entire Republican establishment of
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conservative leaders of the 1980s. At the same time, the group he 
headed. Citizens for a Sound Economy, forged an alliance with the 
Christian Coalition to oppose President Clinton’s health care plan. 
Miller's literature took a militant tone. A leaflet his campaign handed 
out at the convention began: "Liberal Chuck Robb has become a 
rubber stamp for the anti-family, left-wing agenda of Hillary and Bill 
Clinton." His slogan: "Elect A Conservative Who Can Win." If Miller 
were not running against North, he would have been rightfully 

considered a right-wing champion.
His overreaching came in his attempt to paint North as a 

lunatic. More than his politics, Miller implied, were over the edge. In 
fact, North once ran naked down the street brandishing a gun and 
spent several weeks in a mental hospital. Miller, clearly, did not want 
to be indelicately direct. So, flourishing his own medical records, he 
demanded that North release his. Unfortunately, upon reporters' 
prodding, he divulged that he had consulted a psychiatrist for 
depression, which, he revealed, runs in his family, and abruptly 
ended the press conference. With that, craziness, at least as an issue, 
was removed from the campaign. North was nearly home free.

On Friday, June 3rd, I ran into Miller on the floor of the 
Coliseum as he was buttonholing delegates. He is bald, tall and 
slightly stocky, with the genial, concerned manner of a sitcom father 
from the early 1960s, talking earnestly about "reason and emotion." 
He ticked off numbers to demonstrate that he will be nominated; 
after all, he was the budget director. "It's a little bit fluid. We’re 
about three percent ahead in delegates," he assured me. "I’ve had 
North people say, 'I really like Ollie but I'm beginning to have doubts 
he can win.' Ollie, bless his heart, is polarizing in a way no other 
candidate today is. In Virginia, there are two people who dislike him 

for every one who likes him."
Patrick McSweeney, the state party chairman, relaxing near the 

foot of the podium before the main event, reflected on the drift of 
Republican politics. "A lot of people in politics don't like to confront," 
he remarked casually. "Every time we've returned to a conservative 
position we've won. Ford muddled it, Bush did too. Reagan returned 
to it. You have to have a principled opposition to the Democrats or



on in this state is the states'you're not going to win. What's going
rights argument without the racial tinge." Virginia, of course, had
been the leader of "massive resistance" in the South against
integration. Now, suggested McSweeney, its conservatism is all­

grin, his face filled with wide-eyed pleasure. He wore a red, white

the street were ringed with vendors' booth, a bazaar of ideological

mind what happened in Iran-contra. The man put himself out as

North "prayer network," a group that prays daily for him and

key to victory for Ollie." The "program" involves reading from Psalm

84:

United, specializing in Whitewater conspiracy stories, sold tapes of
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Vietnam. Another was manned by the Law Enforcement Coalition for 
Ollie North. "We expect 80,000 members," James Jones, its director,

and blue tie and a red, white and blue handkerchief in his breast 
pocket. His followers handed out flyers: "Tune into Radio 1540 AM. 
Radio Free Ollie. All Ollie...all the Time...This time the liberals don't 

control the media-Ollie North does!"
The corridors of the Coliseum and the Richmond Centre across

Gennifer Flowers and Paula Corbin Jones. The headline on its 
newsletter blared: "Homosexuals Pressure Clinton." A gigantic

told me. "I’ve never seen a person be so endorsed by a group. We 
even got people from the CIA and the Capitol Hill police...No doubt in 
my mind what happened in Iran-contra. The man put himself out as 
a sacrificial lamb." Still another booth sought recruits to the Ollie

aids intended to help the delegates more fully express themselves. 
There were numerous venues promoting North, each with its own 
particular selling point. One sold North's books: Under Fire: An 
American Story and One More Mission: Ollie North Returns to

American neo-Confederate.
Wherever Oliver North marched in Richmond, he was greeted 

with waves and cheers. He was constantly grinning his gap-toothed

"includes everyone from nuns in Texas to Ollie himself." According to 
the instruction sheet handed out to any potential "Prayer Warrior" 
"prayer and submission to the Father's will and His guidance are the

O God, behold our shield,
and look upon the face of your anointed.
Conservative groups hawked their wares at every turn. Citizens



activist training school. "Think Like Jesus. Lead Like Moses. Fight
Like David. Run Like Lincoln," read the cover of the brochure. Inside,
it begged the question: "Can You Spare 12 Hours To Save Christians
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photograph of the founder of Citizens United, Floyd Brown, graced 
the display, along with a quote from George Stephanopoulos: "Floyd 

Brown is a slimy thing."
Accuracy In Media, a media watchdog, sold t-shirts featuring a 

movie still of Ronald Reagan from an old western with a rope around 
his neck: "Stop the liberal/media lynch mob-tell the truth about the 

Reagan legacy."
The Christian Coalition, from its stand, handed out free copies 

of its newspaper, The Christian American, and recruited for its

From Destruction?" "You have no right to complain," it admonished 
readers. "About homoerotic 'art' bankrolled by your taxes. About TV 
depicting you as a mindless dupe and your clergyman as a con artist. 
About pro-abortion candidates surging into office on the shoulders of 
Hollywood starlets and comedians." The seminar promises to teach
"How to elect candidates with Christians values....Believe it or not, the 
Lord may even want you to run for office. You availability is more 
critical than your lack of political ability." Those who sign up will 
receive a manual, a subscription to The Christian American, and 
lectures on audio cassettes, and "a best-selling book by Pat

Robertson."
Most booths did a brisk business in buttons, which expressed 

just a few simple themes. Some buttons enabled the wearer to 
exhibit disbelief that a Republican is not president:

The Joke's Over-Bring Back Reagan
Remember When America Had a Real President?

Other buttons assailed liberals as the source of all that is

wrong:
There are Americans...And there are liberals
AIDS Abortion Euthanasia-Don't Liberals Just Kill Ya
Even more buttons ridiculed gays or identified them as the 

downfall of civilization:
God Created Adam and Eve-Not Adam and Steve
Sodom and Gommorah Had Gays in the Military
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That evening more than one thousand delegates attended a 
fundraising dinner in the Richmond Centre addressed by William 
Bennett. Under Reagan, Bennett was the director of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities and the Secretary of Education. To 
gain his first position, his neoconservative allies waged a fierce 
factional campaign against a rival for the post who belonged to the

Another Male Lesbian for Rush '96
But by far the majority of buttons were about the Clintons. Of 

all the issues that incites the right, none is more incendiary than the 
occupants of the White House themselves. The most common feeling 

emblazoned on the buttons was sheer hatred:
Clinton Doesn't Inhale--He Sucks
Impeach Slick Willie. Now! Now!
Toilet paper with Clinton’s picture on it was sold. But there 

were only a few scatological items. Almost all the myriad of buttons 
about Bill and Hillary Clinton were about their sexual images. They 
are deeply confusing figures, both seductive and threatening. How 
can they be the highest authorities when they flout authority? Their 
illegitimacy as President and First Lady is linked to their refusal to 

fit traditional gender roles:
Real Men are not called Hillary
If the Clintons Divorce, who gets the House?
Can't Blame Bill, I'd Cheat On Hillary Too
Now Showing...Fornigate Part II Starring "Slick Willie" & "Al

Gore" Directed by Hillary Rodham Foster Warning!!! Rated XXX Not

Suitable for Families!
President Clinton: "You Can Play With the Dog, But Leave My

Pussy Alone!"
And then there were buttons that wished the president

castrated or dead:
Clinton Needs Lorena Bobbitt for Surgeon General
Dr. Jack Kevorkian for White House Physician
Where is Lee Harvey Oswald When America Really Needs Him?
A t-shirt readingjustice For Clinton featured a picture of an 

aborted fetus.



appeal to anti-intellectualism by means of condescension was met

ingratiating efforts. His big theme was the undermining of traditional

minutes apiece. "Mr. Clinton, don't take our guns from us!" said the
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with warm applause. He established comfort quickly. "They're the 
ones with the pictures," he went on. "The Humanities is the one with 
the books. Sometimes what's in the books is as offensive. But you 
have to be a professor to understand it." The crowd laughed at his 

old right. Now Bennett’s neoconservative position-his identity as a 
liberal Democrat turned Reaganite--has lost its context and cachet. He 
has transformed himself in the post-Bush period into a regular on 
the Republican circuit, in particular the toastmaster of the religious 
right. He is the COP'S favorite preacher on morals, an eastern 
intellectual urging alignment with the Christian Coalition. His claim as 
an authority on values comes recently from his editorship of a 
volume of uplifting stories and poems, The Book of Virtues, that is a 
best-seller and his compilation of a slender pamphlet,The Index of 
Leading Cultural Indicators, showing with numbers the fall of virtue.

Bennett explained to his audience that he had once headed 
"the National Endowment for the Humanities, not the Arts." His

values by liberalism. He spoke of giving a speech at Stanford 
University "to defend Western civilization. There was no one on the 
faculty who would do it." Social rot, he warned, is spreading. "Welfare 
is bad for people, whether they're poor, middle class or wealthy," he 
said. Moral fiber is weakening. He gave many illustrations of 
antisocial behavior caused by liberalism. The last best hope, he 
concluded, is "the party of Lincoln." After his speech, he was escorted 
by Ralph Reed to the Christian Coalition's reception at the Marriott. 
When he entered, there were excited cries: "Bennett in '96! Bennett 

in ’96!"
The next day was the balloting for the nomination. Like a series 

of warm-up acts, Republican challengers for the House of
Representatives mounted the platform to speak for a couple of 
minutes apiece. "Mr. Clinton, don't take our guns from us!" said the 
first. "Bill Clinton has declared war on you!" said the next. "He will 
send your son or daughter in the armed forces to places where there 
is no national interest. Clinton has declared war on us. Isn't it time 
we fought back?" Another: "Congress is the bad guys." Yet another:



"Fm going to tell you

"Weren't those great candidates?" asked

Last year, when the entire Republican ticket was elected to statewide

support him, though he was backed by Christian Coalition activists.

in Virginia. In the early 1980s, he was the founder and executive

parents in Tennessee against the use of certain books and ideas in
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elevation of man"; evolution; and stories by Hans Christian Andersen 
because they include magic. After he lost his case, Ferris became the

His backers believed that his loss was attributable to betrayal.
Farris has drifted across the country and through a host of 

organizations of the religious right to wind up as one of its tribunes 
in Virginia. In the early 1980s, he was the founder and executive 
director of the Moral Majority chapter in Washington State. Then he 
became the counsel of Concerned Women for America, a group whose 
founders are dedicated to a crusade against "secular humanism." In 
the mid-1980s, Ferris litigated for the CWA a suit of fundamentalist

offices in a sweep, only Farris, the candidate for lieutenant governor, 
was defeated. (He carried forty-five percent of the vote.) Not only 
was he the sole loser, but a number of Republican leaders refused to

treasurer for the Committee to Draft Pat Robertson for President. He 
went on to found the Home School Legal Defense Association. He 
argues that public schools are "unconstitutional," objects to the 
separation of church and state, favors discrimination against gays, 
and has urged prayer to enjoin women not to work outside the home. 
"We will not be bribed by Bill and Hillary Clinton and all their 
efforts," he said defiantly. With that, he introduced to the convention 

the distinguished keynoter.

i what Bill Clinton told Paula Jones: I won't keep
you very long." Finally: "Republicans understand the value of 
families. Democrats don’t." "Weren't those great candidates?" asked 

chairman McSweeney.
Then Mike Farris stepped up to speak. It was his second 

speech to the convention. His prominence came from his martyrdom.

school, claiming religious liberty was thereby violated. The case 
became notorious as the "Scopes 11" trial. His clients objected to The 
Wizard of Oz because it depicted a "good witch"; The Diary of Anne 
Frank because it suggested "the Buddhist philosophy that there are 
many roads to God"; stories that mentioned Catholicism without 
explaining it as a false faith; Renaissance art because "it is an



they did the Nixon presidency," he said. But, in his account, Reagan

this very minute, 3500 Virginians-the "Stonewall Brigade"-of the
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a 
"We

By the way, he was scoring points for his own future candidacy. I 
know there are great things in Mike's future," said Cheney. He used
the failure of some Republicans to support Farris' candidacy as an 
object lesson in what must be avoided. "I want to make certain that 
what happened last year won't be repeated this year. Whoever 
wins," Cheney declared, "will have my wholehearted, enthusiastic 

support."
North's name was now placed in nomination by Donald 

Hoffman, the former state party chairman. "The political 
establishment was trying to bring down the Reagan presidency as 

29th Infantry Division were preparing to spearhead one of the most 
audacious operations in history. Their mission: to lead the way across 
Omaha Beach at dawn, on D-Day...Now, in this last decade of the 20th 
century, Virginians are again being called upon to lead in another 
great test of resolve. This time the beachhead we need to seize is not 
on some distant shore. It is across the Potomac-in Washington."

War, for North, is an all-consuming metaphor. When he 
testified at the Iran-contra hearings in July 1987, he propounded 
stab-in-the-back theory about Vietnam to justify his actions: 
won all the battles and then lost the war. We didn't lose the war in 
Vietnam. We lost the war right here in this city." North is the 
avenging angel of the Vietnam War. He is also a true Prayer Warrior,

Richard Cheney, who has been Bush's Secretary of Defense, the 
House Minority Whip and Ford's White House chief of staff, is an 
unannounced candidate for president. His self-designated task here 
was to act as a great unifier, in effect consolidating support for North.

was saved from disgrace by Ollie North. "The Democrats didn't reckon 
on the iron will of this young marine...They fear him because he 
stands for the end of the rule of liberalism in America." Steve Martin, 

a state senator, seconded the nomination: Let s send a senator to 

Washington who wages war!"
When the tumult died down. North, in the spotlight, spoke. His 

eyes glistened, his voice had a tremulous catch in it. North 
summoned the Republicans to a new battlefield. "Fifty years ago at
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a charismatic evangelical, who has diligently made the rounds of all 
the religious right groups, from the Christian Coalition to Concerned 
Women for America. At a meeting in 1991 he explained: 
"Government has replaced God as a place we turn. Government 
couldn't help me. It wasn’t even able to pay me my retirement. I had 
to turn to God." Now, for him, all politics is war. In his blood-and-iron 
speech to the convention, a ring of death is pressing in on us: 
"Children are killing children. Predators roam our streets, threatening 
our families, our homes, our very survival." We have been betrayed 
by an enemy within: "The sons and daughters of Virginia shed blood 
to protect liberties that are now being stripped from us by our own 
government." North is one man against the storm: "Tve never been 
afraid to fight despots or dictators anywhere on this globe...To those 
who look to their hearts in this battle...I...am...your...man!"

Perhaps the most telling sign of his self-image lies in the 
backdrop of the video portion of his performance. There one sees his 
farm, which he has given the arcane name of Narnia. Some politicians 
keep Robert's Rules of Order by their bedstand. Others favor 
Machiavelli’s The Prince. Many look to biographies of great leaders 
for guidance. Ollie North apparently turns to a children's book, part 
christology, part Celtic myth, written by an Oxford don. In The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe, by C.S. Lewis, three English children 
enter the kingdom of Narnia through the rear of a wardrobe. They 
discover a land where it is always winter but never Christmas, in the 
grip of the White Witch, an ice queen. One of the children is 
bewitched by her. Out of nowhere comes a lion named Aslan 
possessed with mysterious powers. He offers himself as a sacrifice in 
place of the child and is killed, but is resurrected by the good 
emperor from beyond. In the final battle, Aslan triumphs over the 
White Witch. Is Aslan North's secret identity? Is he the lionhearted 
Christ figure who is crucified willingly on behalf of others (the "fall 
guy"), yet lives again to redeem the kingdom in a holy war?

When the delegates' vote were tallied. North easily bested
Miller. As the theme from Rocky blasted, the nominee strode to the 
platform to issue a declaration of war: "This is our government. They 
stole it. And we're coming to take it back!"
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Senator Minority Leader Robert Dole, taking a cue from his 
colleague. Senator Warner, North’s antagonist, instantly distanced 
himself from the Virginia candidate. His nomination, said Dole, 
"makes it very difficult for some in the party." North might have the 
nomination of his state party, but he would not get the endorsement 
of the leading figure of the national party. Then Dole dithered. After 
three days, he announced that he was not only endorsing North, with 
whom he met for an hour, but was sending him $5000. Dole's 
attachments to the institutional sanctity of the Senate, Warner's 
stand for integrity and a certain conception of the Republican Party 
were disposed. North was welcome to the party, after all. 
Undoubtedly, Dole's presidential ambitions helped propel him into 
his pirouette. He is running for president until he is definitively not 
doing so. In supporting North he is bowing to the political reality 

buoying North's candidacy.
After the conviction of Jim Bakker, the sobbing confession of 

Jimmy Swaggart and the electoral rebuke of Pat Robertson in the late 
1980s, it was generally assumed that the conservative evangelicals 
had retreated into privatism, just as they did after the humiliating 
Scopes trial in 1925. In 1992, however, as the water level 
precipitously dropped around Republicanism across the country, its 
irreducible base was exposed. George Bush, whose every inflection 
reeked of an upbringing in Greenwich, held onto only two voting 
blocs: those making more than $100,000 a year and white born- 
agains. Sixty-one percent of them voted for Bush: indeed, twenty- 
nine percent of all Bush voters were evangelicals. There was no other 
group that matched their size in the Republican column. They are 
more consistently Republican and conservative than any other group 
of voters, more self-motivated, their support for Bush growing 
through 1992 while others deserted. Running against an
unprecedented Democratic ticket of two Southern Baptists, Bush 
nonetheless received a greater percentage of the evangelical vote 
than he did running against Michael Dukakis in 1988. No matter who 
he or his opponents happened to be, his base was immoveable. 
According to the Christian Coalition, forty-two percent of the
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the Republican convention were evangelicals. In the two
Republican—Florida and Texas—sixty and

The

In all ways, whether Wall Street or Main Street, they were the

longer the largest plurality in the party. The so-called

Blackwell, North's"There's more than ten years of work here,

of the 1850s. Lou Sheldon, the chairman of
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delegates at
largest states that went
seventy-two percent respectively of Bush voters were evangelicals. 
Bush's only states without them were the most sparsely populated 

the religious right: Morton Blackwell and Ralph Reed.
"There's more than ten years of work here," P!‘----

convention floor manager, told me. In the post-civil rights era, the 
enlistment of religion in the cause of politics began with efforts to 
split off Southern Baptists from their allegiance to the Democratic

Inside the Richmond Coliseum, savoring North's win, were two 
political operatives who encapsulate much of the recent history of

Party on the basis of social issues. The intent was to gain a marginal 
vote. Religion was not part of the equation, except in a residual anti­
Catholicism. A number of the Southern ministers who attacked John 
F. Kennedy's candidacy in 1960 because of his Catholicism later

shared common values and say they are biased and bigoted...We are 

the keepers of what is right and what is wrong."
In 1978, the Internal Revenue Service ruled against tax- 

exempt status for Christian academies (whose origins were as "seg"

emerged as grey eminences in the religious right. The roots of the 
religious right are quite long, stretching back at least to the Know-

Nothing Party of nativists <-------
the Traditional Values Coalition, expressed the distilled nativist 
sentiment perfectly in 1993: "We were here first. You don't take our

western ones.
transformation of the Republicans is a process of

displacement. In 1960, sixty-nine percent of mainline Protestants, 
comprising about two-fifths of the total population, voted Republican. 
In all ways, whether Wall Street or Main Street, they were the 
Republican Party. In 1992, only thirty-nine percent of mainline
Protestants, who had declined to about one-fifth of the population, 
voted Republican. For the first time in the history of the GOP, they 
were no longer the largest plurality in the party. The so-called 
"takeovers" of the state apparatus by the religious right merely 
reflect the trend. This is the start of a shock to the system.



evangelical preachers into a group called the Religious Roundtable,

President Reagan's strategy was to keep the religious right in
motion without ever resolving polarizing issues on their side. To do
so on the question of abortion, for example, would have alienated

again in America. For the first time, preachers of the religious right,

technique: comparing church membership rolls with voters rolls,
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which was assembled to be addressed by candidate Reagan: "I know 
you can't endorse me, but I only brought that up because I want you 
to know that I endorse you and what you are doing." 

substantial numbers of voters. Despite his rhetoric, the legislation 
always conveniently managed to get tabled. He was careful never to 
appear in person at the annual anti-abortion rallies in Lafayette Park 
across from the White House, phoning in his support instead.

The decisive moment in the realignment of evangelical voters 
occurred in the summer of 1984, at the corona of Reagan’s morning

such as Falwell and Robertson, appeared on the podium at a 
Republican convention. In a speech to the National Association of

academies, enabling whites to escape school integration). The 
reaction galvanized an element of the clergy with connections to the 
conservative movement to organize against the Democrats. It began 
in the!970s when conservative movement activists made a conscious 
effort to involve theological leaders in politics," said Blackwell. Most 
of the conservative ones were of the opinion that public affairs were 
not part of their calling." Jerry Falwell was recruited in this period by 
conservative operatives to head an organization they called the 
Moral Majority. In 1980, right-wing activists organized conservative

Evangelicals, the successor to the Religious Roundtable, Reagan 
attacked "modern-day secularism," and, in Dallas, during the 
convention, he defended the religious right as crusaders against 

those "secularizing our nation."
Within the Reagan White House, Morton Blackwell served as 

the liaison to the religious right, helping, among other things, to 
coordinate the conservative forces that gained control of the
Southern Baptist Convention, which altered the formal Baptist

position on abortion to stark opposition.
"In terms of affecting elections at the grassroots, there was one



By its very nature, the religious right, rooted in evangelical

Pentacostals, and he was opposed in the GOP primaries by hardshell

political history. "There have been three significant presidential

wing; the McGovern campaign that transferred the Democratic Party
left, where it remains today; and thefrom the old guard to the new

third campaign is the Robertson campaign. It gave activists an

openly over his
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that reoriented the political landscape: the Goldwater 
' : tranferred control from the eastern establishment

ing of the Republican Party to the Southern and western grassroots

campaigns
campaign that 
wing

advanced degree in hardball politics. We took a beating, dusted 

ourselves off and got up for another round. The campaign was a 
midwife. It took a social protest movement and made it a savvy

Baptist fundamentalists.
"The watershed moment was the Robertson campaign, Ralph

Reed told me, sketching his outline of contemporary American

not the obvious campaign tool of a politician. "It's issue centered, not 
personality centered," Reed said. "Unlike United We Stand, it's not 
designed to advance a personality. Whereas, when Perot takes a 
beating, the whole organization suffers, as long as issues are being

Protestantism, is sectarian and schismatic, tending to create 
controversies and divisions over doctrinal issues. Throughout 
the late 1980s, the movement itself suffered numerous fissures and 
seemed to fade after Pat Robertson's presidential campaign ended 
dismally. His support was isolated among charismatics and

Blackwell said. "They discovered church members weren't registered 

and registered them."

movement of political veterans, enmeshed in the machinery of party 

politics."
After the failure of Robertson's campaign, he turned his mailing 

list of 1.8 million names and organizational contacts into the Christian 
Coalition. Ralph Reed, the former executive director of the College 
Republicans and a campaign staffer for Newt Gingrich, Jesse Helms 
and Jack Kemp, was hired as its director. The Christian Coalition was

advanced, the Christian Coalition advances." After 1988, Robertson 

receded into the background, presiding more
expanding commercial empire. Even so, he surfaces at Christian



parties and numerous counties. (The Christian Coalition got elected as

"abnormal and perverse." In Washington State, the Republican Party,

with at least one in every state, with full-time field staff, who raise
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their own salaries, operating in nineteen. This year the budget for 

the national organization is $20 million.
The Christian Coalition is one part of a large alternative culture, 

including schools, institutes, media, and thousands of politically

chairman of the Harris County, Texas party. Dr. Steven Hotze, who 
favors the death penalty for gays. The Oregon Citizens Alliance, 
which gained control of the Oregon GOP with Christian Coalition 
support, proposed an initiative that would have classified gays as 

under the sway of the religious right, officially took a stand against 
witchcraft and yoga.) "We could not save George Bush from himself," 

Reed said after the campaign.
Bush's defeat was hardly a defeat for the Christian Coalition. Its 

object in every campaign is to build an infrastructure for the long- 
run. Even if a candidate loses, the organization grows. According to 
Reed, the Christian Coalition has 1.2 million members and supporters, 
with 600,000 contributing $15 a year. "We've organized them into 
precinct captains, providing a full menu of actitivies for them beyond 
giving money," he told me. He claims, at the moment, 872 chapters.

instructed: "You should never mention the name Christian Coalition in 
Republican circles." By the Republican convention of 1992, it had 

gained dominance or significant leverage in about twenty state

Coalition meetings and makes frequent political pronouncements. In 
1993, for example, he said about the separation of church and state: 
"There is no such thing in the Constitution. It's a lie of the left, and 

we're not going to take it anymore."
The Christian Coalition, unlike the religious right groups of the

1980s, is not devoted mainly to spreading its message through 
television and radio shows. Rather it has established training schools 
for political cadres, who are taught the rudiments of taking control of 
local Republican organizations from the bottom up. (Morton Blackwell 
participated as an occasional lecturer.) During the early 1990s the 
Christian Coalition operated quietly, even, as Reed advised, with 
"stealth." The Pennsylvania Christian Coalition "County Action Plan'
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mobilized churches-a culture that religious right leaders consciously 
see as a counterweight to a coherent liberal establishment and its 
institutions, which are animated by the relativist religion of secular 

humanism. "The centers of power in our culture-government, 
education, media, business, and philanthropy are firmly in the hands 
of secular humanists who are exerting every effort to debase and 
eliminate Bible-based Christianity from our society," says Robertson. 
For the activists of the religious right, politics is a post-millenialist 
battle of these two societies for ultimate dominion over America. 
Their notion of the enemy is fundamentally a distorted projection of 

their own methods of operation.
The end of the Cold War, with the dissolution of the evil 

empire, has not marginalized the religious right. Politically, the effect 
has been to create a vacuum on the right. Since the advent of the 
Cold War, the disparate elements of the right-wing were tied 
together by the thread of anti-communism. William F. Buckley, Jr.'s 
concept of "fusionism," which enabled the isolated conservative 
"remnant" to combine in the 1950s, was the predicate for the 
triumph of Reaganism three decades later. What began with 
squabbling sects of ideologues became a movement with national 
power. George Bush in 1992 presided over the implosion of 
conservatism as we have known it. But it was not simply his political 
maladroitness or an economic downturn that unraveled it. The 
change occurred at "a more seismic level," as Ralph Reed told me. 
"They were united by Communism and now they're not." With the 
Cold War's conclusion, there has been no compelling idea to hold 
conservatism together. Pat Buchanan's primary challenge to Bush 
was less a vindictive act exhibiting personal contempt than an 
indication of the centrifugal force on the right. In America, as in 
Europe, the removal of the bipolarity of the Cold War unleashed 
ethnic and religious tensions that had been mostly submerged for 
nearly half a century. Buchanan's clarion call at the Republican 
convention for "cultural warfare" was precisely such a post-Cold War 

atavism.
"The truth is," said Reed, "the end of wars brings the most 

divisive politics recorded in American history. The old dichotomies of
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liberal-conservative, internationalist-isolationist, dove-hawk are 
breaking apart. There are some ideological categories being formed 
that don't have any history in the politics of the Cold War. The end of 
wars don’t bring stability. They bring chaos and recriminations. Post­
war eras are periods of an enormous realigning of political lines.

The Christian Coalition and its allies are on a long march 
through the Republican Party. "We have a field of dreams strategy: 
build it and they will come," said Reed. "The priority has always been 
to organize, to build a permanent infrastructure. Were looking 
twenty years ahead, not two years. If we build our movement only 
against Bill Clinton, once Clinton is gone, in either two or six years, 
then what will we say?" "You can put together a winning coalition 
two or three times in a century," Blackwell told me. "We did it in
1980. We're not going to do it anytime soon."

Each election cycle provides a chance for building. In Kentucky, 
in May, a congressional seat held in seeming perpetuity by the 
Democrats was won in a special election by a Republican, Ron Lewis, 
a Baptist minister and Christian bookstore owner. The Christian 
Coalition was heavily involved, dropping 90,000 pieces of literature 
in the district. Religious right groups and the national Republican 
Party worked in tandem to pump hundreds of thousands of dollars 
and operatives into the campaign. In the mid-term elections, from 
the state to the national level, the religious right is involved in 
hundreds of races. In California alone, its activists are working on 
dozens of legislative campaigns. (In 1992, a group of California 
millionaires associated with the religious right, gave more than $3 
million to local candidates and initiatives, becoming the most 
generous political angels in the state, exceeding any political action 

committee.)
The strategy of the leadership of the religious right is to forge 

alliances wherever possible with Republican candidates who do not 
necessarily share their entire agenda, in order to get practical 
experience for their troops and a share of the spoils. In Iowa, for 
example, the incumbent Republican governor, Terry Branstad, 
rebuffed a primary challenge in June from moderate Representative 
Fred Grandy with the support of the religious right. But the leaders,



proposal to honor the preeminent Republican politicians--senators

already intense rejectionism of the congressional Republicans in the

identity of their party. Nixon is interred, Reagan retired, Bush erased.

published political memoir, Standing Firm, is filled with professions

training conference of religious right activists-"Reclaiming
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of evangelical faith, is also out on the hustings. In January, he spoke 

at a
America"-held under the auspices of the Coral Ridge Ministries in

willing to indulge in pragmatism to further their aims, are not always 
able to discipline the activists. At the Texas state convention a

wake of the Virginia convention to Clinton's program, especially 
health care, is partly a reaction to internal dynamics. When Phil 
Gramm is humiliated at his own state convention, who is safe? For 
Republicans generally, the central question before them is the

Phil Gramm and Kay Bailey Hutchison and gubernatorial candidate
George W. Bush, Jr.-was emphatically defeated because these 
conservatives, one way or another, were believed to have committed 

political heresies.
With the Virginia convention, all possibility of the religious 

right's maintaining a "stealth" strategy in any important campaign is 
foreclosed. For the religious right, the danger is that their religion 
may be seen as a form of political partisanship limited to one faction 

of one party. For other Republicans, its presence may pose an 
uncomfortable political quandry, because they may have to define 
themselves in relation to the burgeoning movement. In Texas, a . 
small group of moderates has formed an organization called Take It 
Back. But almost all Republicans have followed the accomodating tack 
of Bob Dole, who has got the fear of God in him. The hope that the Old 
Guard will reclaim its patrimony seems distant. The stiffening of the

Who, now, are they?
The prospective presidential candidates of 1996 are early 

circuit riders. Dole, by endorsing North, has tried to make a separate 
peace. William Bennett, with a heavy schedule of speeches, won a 
straw poll of Texas delegates conducted by the Christian Coalition. 
"Cheney's really been making the rounds. It's easy to see him in the 
picture," Mike Russell, the communications director of the Christian 
Coalition, told me. Former Vice President Dan Quayle, whose recently
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Fort Lauderdale, Florida. The group's leader is the Reverend D. James 
Kennedy, a television evangelist, who has labeled the separation of 
church and state a "myth." Before the event began, Quayle stood at 
attention as the crowd of more than two thousand rose, faced a flag 
with a cross on it and, with hands on hearts, recited in unison:

I pledge allegiance to the Christian flag, and to the Savior, for 
whose Kingdom it stands, One Savior, crucified, risen, and coming 
again, with life and liberty for all who believe.
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Bin Clinton said Oct. 25 in a 25-minutc interview with

ubortion but believes it should be legal, also said he docsn t think

obligation to try to live out religious convictions that affects his daily life.

“Tlie final form of that act (in Congress) is not yet

clear. Before the people who support it decided not to push it in this Congress, there were all kinds

of negotiations about what the slates should still be free to do.”

t

CTCi • Calhuik New* Senrioe

♦ ♦ ♦

“I think states should absolutely have the freedom to have parental notice,” he said. While he 

believes a 24-hour waiting period “philosophically, sounds like a totally reasonable thing,” it can impose 

an unfair burden on women who must Havel long distances in some areas of the country where there

near Saginaw, Clinton

an unnecessary burden for some women, 

a Southern Baptist who graduated from Jesuit-run Gcoigeiuwn 

him a sense of moral

In a wide-ranging interview at Tri-City Airport in ITeeland, Mich., 

discussed:

— His college years al Georgetown and two years in a

Cl .1NTON-INTERV1EW Get. 26, 1992 (1,460 words) With photos sent Oct. 21 and today. 

CLINTON SAYS LAWS ON PARENTAL NOTICE FOR ABORTION WOULD BE OK

By Patricia Zapor

Catholic News Service
FREELAND, Mich. (CNS) •• States should have the freedom to require parental notification

Acknowledging that as governor of Arkansas he suppot led a law requiring minors to notify their 

parents before having abortions, Clinton noted.

for abortion, Democratic presidcntiul numince

Catholic News Service.

Clinton, who says he opposes
federal law should prohibit a state’s right to establish a 24-hour waiting period before an abortion may 

be performed, although he believes such waiting pci iods pose

lhe Arkansas governor,
University, also credited his six years of Catholic education with ingraining in

- Standards he would apply in nominating Supreme Court justices.

- His support for the death penalty.

-- His support for would-be refugees to the United States from Haiti.

- Proposals to help the nation’s poor children.

Clinton has said he would support the Freedom of Choice Act, a bill which, as introduced in 

lhe last session of Congress, would have piohibited slates from passing any laws restricting abortion. 

But Clinton noted thul various ptoposed amendments to the bill would have given slates some 

regulatory leeway.

Catholic grade school. 

- His opposition to a school choice voucher funding system that includes parochial schools.
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arc few abortion clinics.

“I don’t know that federal law needs to le^uktic it away, but as a practical mailer, in the real 

world it is a significant burden,” Clinton xni<l. "In the real world there arc very few people who do 

that who haven’t thtnighi about il fur 24 hours.”

Clinton also said he wants pro-life Democrats to remain in the party and that he regrets the 

decision to refuse Pennsylvania Gov, Robert Casey’s request to address the Democratic National

Convention in July.

Cusey, a popular Catholic governor in a key Duuitrciuilv state, has urged the party 10 moderate 

its platform, which strongly opposes any regulation of abortion. Clinton was criticized at the time for 

keeping Casey off the speaker’s platform as part of an effort to present a united front favoring 

abortion rights.

According to Clinton, Ron Brown, chairman of the Democratic National Committee, based his 

decision to turn down Casey’s request on the fact that Casey had not yet endorsed the Clinton-Gore 

ticket.

“It was very frustrating to me because. I like. Bob Casey a lot,’’ said Clinton. "I mean I’ve known 

him for years and worked with him. And I attempted to visit with him about it. 1 personally had no 

problems with him talking.”

Other Democrats who oppose abortion, such as Boston Mayor Ray Flynn, had lime al the 

microphone and made pro-life staiemimt.s, Clinton said. "But he had endorsed our ticket.”

Clinton said he would like Democrats who disagice about abuitiun to feel they can work within 

the party to make abortions less necessary

“1 want pro-life Democrats in our party and I’ve relied extremely heavily on Mayor Flynn in 

this campaign for all kinds of advice on a number of issues," Clinton said.

“I don’t want to run anybody out of the party that agrees with us on more issues than they 

disagree with us on,” he said.

Catholics in particular should fed al home in the Democratic paiiy, even if they disagree about 

abortion, believes Clinton.

‘*nic Democratic Party’s platforms and historic coimnilments are much more consistent with the 

Catholic Church’s social mission than the Republican platform’s,” he said. “So 1 think we should talk 

about things on which we do agree..’’

He urged finding wavs for people who disagree on abortion to work together to reduce their 

number. Adoption, in particular, .should be more widely encouraged, he said.

Clinton said as president he would nominate Supreme Court justices who agree with him that 

the constitutional right to privacy guarantees freedom lo have abortions.
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"I wouldn’t give them a laundry list of issues that they would have to agree with me on,” 

Clinton said of judicial nominees. But “if J got a diaiicc 10 make ail appointment 10 the COUtt, I’ll 

appoint somebody who is pro-choice."

Clinton also disagrees with the Bush administration over priorities in education.

Although he attended a Catholic grade school for two years and thinks highly of Catholic 

schools, he believes the federal government should have no part in funding them, even under a 

voucher system that lets parents choose among private and public schools.

He supports Arkansas programs that allow state funds to be used for Child CitrC at churcll-rutl 

schools and at religious colleges and universities.

He said he found it rewarding to join in religious instruction as a second and third grader at

St. John’s Catholic School in Hol Springs, Ark.

"But, 1 think that part of the mission of the Catholic schools is to communicate the values Of 

the Catholic Church to children and 1 don't think the Constitution of our country permits taxpayers 

to subsidize that," he said.

Children’s interests also need to be belter supervised by government entities that are charged 

with protecting them, Clinton said.

Aside from approving full funding for Head Start, a pre-school preparation program for poor 

children, Clinton said he wants to pay greater attention to the medical and foster care systems for 

children.

“‘rho (foster cure) systems arc breaking down in must states ill America as more and more kids 

grow up in difficult family circumstances and more and mor- families fall into poverty and tensions 

build up," he said.

Clinton also opposes Bush’s policy to turn back Haitians fleeing their country before they reach 

the United States, vowing to change it if elected.

“1 don’t think we ought to be shipping those people back until we know we have done 

everything we can to restore dcmociacy in Haiti, with (deposed President Father Jean-Bertrand)

Aristide, or a coalition government or in some oilier fashion, a democratic government that observes 

human rights and freedoms." Clinton said. He agrees with the use of capital punishmc.nl, but said 

he doesn’t think there’s much to be gained by extending capital punishment to more federal crimes,

Clinton supported a crime bill that never made it out of Congress this session that included 

imposing the death penalty fot several additional federal crimes. He said he thought those provisions 

were secondary.

“1 supported it largely because it contained more fuiub to put police officers on the street and 

because it contained the Brady Bill, which would have a waiting period before people could buy
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handguns so wc could check their criminal and mental heallli history and age," lie said. 

Discussing his religious beliefs, Clinton said his ycuis at Georgetown len their mark. Haired with 

his Southern Baptist beliefs, Clinton said, his years of studying under the Jesuits have shaped his sense 

of public duty.

While his religious heritage established his belief that the basis of religious freedom lies in 

church-state separation, Catholic influences have underscored his sense of obligation to others.

He’s learned “we are morally obliged to try to live out our religious convictions in the world,” 

he said. Baptists believe that xulvation is; u mutter of the personal iclaliuiiship between an individual 

and God, Clinton noted.

Jesuits also taught him “a real respect for the obligation io develop one’s mind.” Clinton said. 

“Religious convictions involve more than emotions, there is an intellectual vigor. If you have 

a mind, you have an obligation to develop it to learn to think ... and then to act on those things more 

powerfully because you know more."

A favorite scriptural passage is Gul 6:9. he said. “Let us not grow weary while doing good, for 

in due season we shall reap, but do not lose licarl.”

♦ ♦ ♦
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lh<- mnjnriiy, Olholic neu<p*|'<i» in Ihm country. Why irMD'l

2

hc»rt."

♦ ♦ ♦

Clinton: Well, the people who were running the convention, and 1 must nay thiii issue wns not bruight directly lo me, if it hjd been 1 miglll'vt 

» different deebdon. I>»t 1 weuuo - Kn> I*tynn s|Ki«ie. wr.o is very ttiongly pm hie and nude sonic prv-iifc ttuicmciils. But he hid endorsed our 

ticket. Jesse Jictoam epoke from a ditfcreni perspective, and you know we'd been sort of estranged, hut he had endorsed our licket

At the time the convention occurred. Gov. Casey hud mil yet endorsed Hie tkkel. So. the chatmtan of the party decided that he shouldn't make 

s position for him. it was very frustniiinf to me 'cuum.' I like Bob Casey ■ lot I mean I've known him for years and worked with him. And I allCinplnl

CNS: A little hit of old history, but it's still of interest i» our readers, who an- 

Gov. Casey given * forum at the DeiiHXiaia’ convention.*

Qiaioa aaid as pmiJrni he would nominate Supreme Court justices who agree with him that lhe constitutional right to privacy gusrinttd 

freedom to have abortions.

• t wenuon t give them a laundry list of uuucs lliai they would have tu agree with me on." (.'Union wnd of judicial iKimineet. But “iT 1 got a 

chance lo make an appointment to lhe court, I'll oppo.nl somebody who is pro-CtWhCC."

Clinton also disogrcct with the Bush udminiairattOrt over |'i>unlicii in education.

Although hr. aitcndcd a Catholic grada school for two year* and thinks highly of I'ainolic schools, he believes the (vdctal government Should 

have no part in funding them, even under a voucher system that lets pa rents choose among private and public schools.

He support! Arknnsas pmgrama thai «H.<w stale funds iv tie usee tor child rare at iliureli-iun Khoodt and at religious Colleges and vnivenllict. 

He said he found it rewarding to join in religious instruction a> a secund and iltird grader al St. John's Catholic School in Hol Springs. Ark. 

‘•Bui, I Ihinli ihtti part of the ■■■iw.n.iif of the Cmholic miukiIs is to conimuiiiciilc the values of lhe Cailtoiic Church lo children and I don't Ihmt 

the Constitution of our country permits taspayvrs tv subsidize that." lie Mid.

Children's Interests also need to be betier supeiviM.d by government entities lliai are charged with protecting them, Clinton said.

Aside from approving full funding foi Head Start, a preuhooi piepaniliun program for rxxir children. Clinton silid he wants to pay greater 

minniion to the medical and foster care systems foi ilnldren.

’'fhc (frwier care) systems are breaking down in iiii st states in America as more mul mom kids jtruw up in diffk-uli family nnumsiaores ami 

more and more families full into poverty and tensions build up." he .wnd,

Clinton also Oflpwes Bush'l |Milicy lo turn liwk I Initians fleeing their couniry Oclure they icacli Hie L’tiiti d States, vowing to change It II CkiCled. 

•'I dnn‘t think we ought to be shipping those |K.-n|ilc back until we know we have done everything we can to rcS'.Orc democracy in Haiti, with 

(lir.prwd Pweident Father Jean llertiuiul) Aristide, nr a ivnliiivn government or In some other lashibn. a democratic government (hat observes human 

rights and freedoms.” Clintcm said. Hu agrees with the use of cupnsi pumshmcni, but said he doesn't Hunk there's much lo be gnmed try extcntiinf. 

rapiial pvinslimcm iu more fr.tr ret crimes.

Clinton supported a crime bill that never made- it out of Congress Hus session trial ncludcd impnsirg the death penalty fur several additional 

federal crimes. Ila aaW he. thought thciae prOviaHais were secondary.

*'1 supported it largely because it contained more funds lo Ihit police offaX'lv on lhe afreet and Iwi-auw it contained the llrady Bill, which would 

hive a waiting period before people could buy handguns so »c could shock lheir criminal and mental ncaillt history and ago," he laid

niscuasing his religious beliefs. Clinton said hi* ymiu »i Ctcorgeiown lufi thuir mark. I'nirod with hi* Sovihviu llapiial beliefs, CJintoi Slid, his 

years of siudying under lhe Jesuits haw shajivd his sense of public duty.

Whiu hi. religious heriiaga retaUiuhud hi> belief that the basis in iciigious freedom lies in church-stale separation Cdlholtc influences hive 

underscored his sense of obligation tn others.

Hu's Ivatncd "we are morally obliged to tty to live out our icligiou* convictions in the world.” he said Baptists believe that salvation is a matter 

of the personal relationship Ixtwccn an individual and God. ( liniun holed.

Jesuits also inughi him "a real respect for the obligation io develop ones mind,’' (.'union said.

“Religious convictions involve more than einoiions. there is an intellectual vigor. II you have a mmd. you have an obligation to develop it to 

learn to think ... ind then io net on thouc things more |iowc.rfully be cm use you know motv."

A favorite scriptural panaec is Gal 6:9. he said, "let u* not grow wr>oy while doing g.nxl. tor in due season wt »ball reap, Uul du mil low:

ll’XT CI.INJVN <Xi. 2T1. IVVt (e.reju worusj.

BRIUilAND. Mich. (CNS) Here u ilie transcript of a Gatlmlic News Scivicu interview with IJuntocnuic presidential candidate Bill Clinton, 

inc interview wa« conducted by (MS fcdciul re|iortcr Patricia Zapor al me Iri-(.i(y Airport in Freeland Oct. 25 while Clinton was cam|>aigning in lhe 

Saginaw area.
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<JW . CkUxAc New Servve

CN$: Hive ycu Killed n between you? Hive you spoken about it? Uo you teet like you’ve come to in agreement of Home *ort with each other'.’

CNS: At governor, you supported ■ pnrenUl iKrttliviiioii bill

(.'Imton: 1 did support ihat

mi- ACl.tr M»y» wouio mtsc n 'in|K>ssiOlc to hive such laws us pircmil

(Imton: Well, what the Imai form of tlut mi will be is not yet clem. I inettn. before the people who supjxtnctl it flccidcd not in push it th

:»

So I

CNS: 1’irtly becauMi of thit incident and vatious other things, a couple people haw wid that it's getting real hard Io cast a vote for a Dcmcxnl 

Without also by imptwition casting a vote tot pm choice. Obviously front wltn you sav you don’t necessarily think that’s the way the Democratic Party 

should be, it should not be quite so restrictive.

crtccmcly heavily on Mayor llynn m Uns campaign for all kinds ol advice on a number of issues. And I’ve done my best to nuke that rlcstl I iilw in 

■ reined way was rainy moved by the in.lc that Gov. fiuomo wrote m lite New York fintes not very Jong ago, I don’t know if you saw h, bWicaliv 

arf.mng for a common effort by Americans who are pio-tife and prv-cholcc to reduce the number of abortions in Amenta

regret what happened. I »iul, you knuw. in terms of Uw. Casey, cause I really hkc him and I'd like Io have, you know.

(.■NS: What else u-cu.id you do then to try to dissvade it ut mioon that there isn’t room in the ilcmocratic Tarty for people who disagree about 

abortion?

PMS- BiH yov »!«:«» ruppefi th« I'rvttWnm Am, wl>kli vwii

notification.

Pnday, Auguai 6, IW3 

to, you Imuw, with hi., .bo., «. And I personally hud no problem with hint talking ( want pro-life Democrats tn our party and 1 think I’ve relied

(linlon I think the best thine that we could do is — I think ihcre .uc ■wily iwn r>-v|v>mcs. frankly. Onv w talk <u»wt an the issue, on which 

we do agrei. I mean, the Democratic Tarty's platforms and histoiH- cuminilmcnls arc much more consistent with the Calltolic Church a social mission than 

the Republican platform Amt u. I think we slmuld talk about iho»c thing, on which »v do agree. And Ute secund thing, I think that we snoultl do Whitt 

Mario CuOnto luggcsted and try to find way* that |>cuplc who disagree over what Hie law should lie on abortion can work together to reduce the number 

of abortk-wM. Y..u know, in most or the yds mai i httvo been governor, the number nt alioritons have gone down over the previous year. I’licrc was 

a chan just printed in the Arkansas Democrat, about, oh, 1 don't know, a coupk months ago, which documented that 1 think there were only two of 

the last «ight years that the number of abortion* increased .nmr the previous year. And I think thst you do that by promotnlg adoption and doing what 

you can to reduce unwanted pregnancies. 1 Hunk ihai we ought to have a cunrened cilort on thill.

I remember, and thia incideni ha. been quored elsewhere, but 1 warn to repeal about it. I hud an amazing encounter with i woman in (xdur 

Rapid., low*, in front of Quaker Oats at this rally, and there were a lot ol pio lilc demonstritoot at the. lia« k of the erewei .nd she was in front uf the 

crowd and she had • pro-ehiiirc .ticker on. Hut .he was holding Hus tiaby of another rare - she was white and the kid was African-American, Ihit little 

girl had AIDS .nd she hnd adopted this child nut <>f unuihcr state. And she luikvd utxiui her commitment to trying tv gel -• tv adopt prolilcm children 

because she had done this and that .he wished she rould be pan of a Common effort to try io promote the notion Of adoption, to let people knrrw that 

th.ru w»re p.opl. litre her -ho ram i.< <idv|<t tlicM ciiihJicn and she tnougni mai imgnt reduce the number of abcalions, which I thought was an 

interesting thing. She ba.ic.lly looked beck kmgingjy at the pro-life dcmonsirat.ir. all the way on the Other side of the crowd and she said that’s 

something I wish l was involved with them ut doing. I realty think that's whai we ought tu do Those arc the two things that 1 would Mty to pro-life 

Dcmocra’s shout why they shouldn't .icccsMtily leave the Demctctaitc Turly

Clinton; 1 don't want to run .nyhody out of iht party ilret agree* with us’ on more issues than they disagree with us on. And 1 think rhe -■ 

as t said R»y Hyvn epoke .nd mud. n >«ry .mpuauioned piv-tiA. VVIIIHIUIU. Uitougli 111* remarks. ADO I would -• I think the decision was solely based 

on whether we could break the precedent of letting someone speak at the tonvcntior who had not yet cmtuntllcd to support the ticket. And I hope it’s 

nil resuirud

Clinton Well, he said publidy, you know, he’s gcuug to support the ticket, but I think, you know, I don't know how he feels about the national 

puny nni nff.AAg him . forum. Uwt I think, ibui'a me pc,Iky tiidt Hirn tiruwn thought we ought to follow and in (hat ease, no one really brought the 

issue to me. Uul I had supported the policy when it was developed.

Hut I really Hire Casey, ano I respect hi* convictions uud I hope we can find ways to work logcllKf.
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(-NS . C*lbota: New Sctvice

CNS: Wh»t alxntt lonw <xhar rcuncuonj . 24-huur •ailing pcinxJ, Ihinpi like ltia(

1. And No. 2, aincc only 17 percent of lhe iixluy, aceorjinp to the 'lima or ^cwrwcck n*»;y on aounion ■*

CN$t fhcrc arcn'i many diuka -

4

(."NS Would your nominalinni to federal covru oi ihc Supreme Couil •• would you requuv lltul lhe nominees agrtc willi you on political issue* 

like abortion?

Clinton; J thins that we ought to mnkc sure that people wliu are charged with enntes for which ihey can be esecuted have belief lawyers at 

the trial level and at the appcuie level You know, letucd Jumuc luwcll hewted a conimiMK»> h> look al the appellate pnx'CM in criminal rupiial eases, 

breauee the average capital punmhmcnt ease takes almost eight years to work its way through the courts. And Powell argued that that was too long, but

Clinton: I'he thing thut txMliera me about the J4-hour waiiinu period is phioanpldraily, >t counds like • totally reasonable tiling. But as a 

practical nutter, people don’t, I <joni think there are very many people who ever go through an abortion who haven t thought about it for 24 hours, No.

Climon: Yeah, inert aren’t many clinic* anyn.orc doing it. I’or people whu have limited mean* and who come in from a long way away, who 

by definition have been thinking ebout it however long it took them to get from where they live to where they go. it Can impede a Significant bunlcr 

<>n their ability to have acccsa to wriut other people wiuld, maybe jest because they live down the street from a dime. .So that's my only problem with 

that. 1 don't know that federal law needa to regulate it away, Out I just think that as a practical matter, in the n-.nl world it it a eignificaiu burden. In 

lhe real world there are very few people who do that who haven’t thought about it (or 24 hour*.

I do think that we should do more to promote adoptum M-rvicca a* *■> allvmaliw. I rh nk fxoplc need IO kuuw in this country that there arc 

caring, loving people out there who don't have children who would love to have children, who will adopt children I don't know that any place has dime 

at good a jnh wi>h ihm •• Owy should. »u< I think that m « mvu iniiMtucilvc thing to oo thin to locus on the wailing period, given the practical 

circumstance* of most people’* conditions in America.

CNS: But jf * nominee tliwigrecd wi lt you on llui area and you were uaMcally in line on inliers, that wouldn't necessarily be a requirement 

that would keep somelrody on or off ihii evurt?

Clinton: Well. I would l»:<vw » >lifrievli iu»< appointing uuinconu tv the tlu|>ivmu CX'uit tliai UiUn'l believe In the CunstllulionitJ fight lu privacy. 

Rerituw. I believe m that. I think every president throughout histuiy without cacepsicui has had Mime so-called litmus test, even though I don't think it’s 

•wr • good idea for • preaidciii i,< sit down and interview a prospective judge and ask (hem, 'Well, what would you du tn thus case, that case and the 

other thing?" J would never do 1 hat.

Put, t mean, lor example, I can’t imagine a president after IWitl, for example, apjiointing a justice to lhe Supreme Court who didn’t believe 

in the 14th Amendment, that is, requiring the integration of puiilic school*. Just fur an example So. that * an important thing to me. But I'm nol going 

to sit around and give anybody * lest on lhe I'ennsyivama law. for cxaniplc, on h-.rw they feel aboui thia icstnction or thai one. I wouldn’t do that.

CNS: A quick change of suhjeei. I'hcrc are a «>up;c thing* we can biccze through quickly, hou support capital punishment, yci you’re ccrllinly 

aware (hat it’s inequitably imposed on poor nruv-wliiu-v much more ih»« for any other u.vuil ur income groups Wliel would you dll to change tlCiw uipi|*| 

punishment is applied in the U.S.?

i'riday, Avgust 6, 1WJ

Hit. Congreae. th.r. were all Kimis u< nugtHMtioo* aoout what the Males shtMild dill be free to du. including that. I think states should absolutely hare 

the freedom to hare parental notice.

Clinton: 1 wouldn't give them u laundry list of pioccdutcs linn they would agree with me on. liut I have said that 1 think that given the fuel 

that there are four justices On the court wln> hare ridiculed lhe ruling in hoc v* Wade, and that •-» now have a Republican platfouu wltivli calls for 

an outright ban on all abortion*, and they've tun un four different platform* now commuting them to apjximl only judges io ail benches who arc 

committed In repeal n<v re Wade, then I thought if l g.u u citancc. lu tiiusv uu appoitmiwni to the court I ought to apjxnnt somebody who was 

prexhoire. Not someone J gave 10 questions u, aitswei almui "How do you feel about every last issue," but al least someone who believed that there 

was a conainutiuHal tight tu privacy - wliii-a a lol ot people don't believe thai there is one, that cncompa.uc* y right to choose •• and I do. So I would 

do rry best without giving somebody a 2(Aquc*ti<m interview to apjioinl miiiicoiic who hud expreued the belief that the right to pitvaty is in lhe 

(Ohttilulion.
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CNS - C»;ho6c Neva Service I'rufay, Aue-a 6. im

CNS: Would your policies encourage more widcvpicad appliranon vt lhe death penulty fcr federal crimes'.’

CMS: I'hce.'. been « lot of raik it, yvur campaign al'oui improving ciiildicit'k live*. What's the Ilip skk of your till kinflc, “full fudkling for Head

Stan’?

Clmktn Yov mean, what else would «f do',’

CNS: Right

$

lh»i part of th* >eoM.ut that li look to long und lhai we had to maity uppouls wa* the uneasy lecling lha. lhe judicial tyttem hit that hO many people 

who gei tcnicnred Io death don't h«v« the tame shol oi the t'uuris as ihi.itc who heat the death penuhy bccautc lheir upiiringtng (uninlclligblc) betlor 

lawyers. So his argument was that we should accelerate soniewlui the criminal appeals pnxvai., hut in return for that every state would have to 

dcmonslratc that ii hnd imposed a higlict standard for what kind of legal assistance someone who could be esccuicd got

CNS: Aking the lines of children and education, you President HuMi's uducjlion voucher plan, where it includes the non-publk schtxils.

How do you leal about tax eradii* for pr.icuis with children in non-pulilic Kiwis'1

Clinlnn- Oh. I’m mu all hung ur <>n that. I Happened il>u> k-dvial viuik Hill lhai was kliliustcred to death. Hui I ttupporUd It largely bCCIUK 

it contained more funds to put |xilicc officers on the sliuti and because it contained the llrady Hill, which would have a watting period before people 

rovld buy haodgvna •« -u wuld ctiack ihclr criminal and mental health history and age. But I think capiial punishment decisions by and large should 

be left to lhe states and thnt the capital puiiisliincni provisions in the federal mine bill will have a marginal clfcct, al mosl on the crime problem in 

the United States 1 don't think that's une of the most impoitaul (Mils of that bill And I'm not Hung up on that. I do think the money that was in 

that bill for local polica officer* and the Biady Hill and the provisions for SiKuduig up lhe criminal's appeals process in a fair way were graid ones. I'd 

like to aer. thnt stuff enacted. I don'i liavu any particular piol-kiu with the capital punishment ptovtkiens of that bill, bul if you read them, while there 

are a whole bunch of them, they would bsvo very limited application to the prublcnui that ntou Americant face in terms of their safety and au-urity. 

So I think that frankly that hat been way overemphasized at Hie federal level tty and large, the capital punishment issue as it affects mod people in their 

live* is one that's going to be resolved at the statu level.

improve the mental and physiml development of children us they Mart tchool, I think, that is very, very important.

tue otner thing 1 think we need to do is to lake a hard look nationally at sraitcihing that I've grappled with in my Stale, with mixed results, 

and that is the whole syatem we have foi dealing with abused and neglected children, you krttw, the foster care system, working with kids when they Hay 

in the homca. The systems arc breaking down m most states m America as more and more kids grow up tn difficult family circumstances and more and 

more families fall into poverty and lension* build up. And the way that lire federal government works now with regard to (hat aspe« of children's needs 

is that esxeniially the federal ronlribuikm to programs tlm deal with abused and neglected children is mure limited than (he federal conlribution to deal 

with children'* health need* through Mediettid. for example, cn tlu-y'n- mure limited than federal coni rm u Irons to lhe Head Stun piograin. So that IflCfC 

is this real uneven pat tern which has gotten aggravated by lhe state budgetary problems in must states because most slates have had to lake more and 

mnm money wwny frexn pruvehm*! •dvCaiiwn and r.wre and nliwu away fivill IIIOMI llllngs that deal With the .Medicaid protllcms. cause uf the explosion 

in the health care roll* in America for poor pcop<.

Airodict tiling I'd really like to Iran, al is to see whai we can do to strengthen the foster care systems tn America, strengthen the adoption 

systems and to help the ttalcs get in a position where they're making better judgments about when they keep children tn lamtlics and when they should 

be removed from fiimilic*. Those are the louglre-sl calls you have to itlitke.

If you interview most children, most children would railrei slay with their family even tn an abusive stlualion thin Im irarrwied 'Tliis young 

child that Tiled a lawsuit to stay with hi* Adopted family, iltat's biisiuilly the exception rather than the rule and that kid had been jacked around something 

terrible in his life. J was very sympathetic with him. bul in our cxpcrienoi Ural's tin- exception not the rvlu. And I must lull you, I think that vf all lire 

derisions made l»y governments in this country that those arc the toughest calls. 1 mean, when you s:c these kids, you see parents that arc in trouble, 

should they hn Irfi in ih» home? Sh.wld ih»> bu lukun out of the nouwr If tticy'ie reti tn Hie home, what kind ot support can you give the home to 

make sure the kids arc not abused and ncglvctcd'.’ 'Those are tire tough tiling* I d really like to see us make some progress on as a country.

{Uinlisn* I ct's talk about im*o or ih,vn rahrr things. I ih.nk lira! ..s »*« imwv ivw-urd a ur.lvci'sal liuulin isie system •• that is, one in which 

everybody gets some coverage - I think we need to fexus on young mothers mid their children first I think that if we can improve lhe primary and 

preventive health per* eyeteaw i« this covnuy, wu xuii luwvi inram mortality, lower nre low birth weight rate, which is tputc high in this country and 
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think if* aUmt Hi* umc thing. Pie tax credit* «rc about the
hd idea of giving everybody a ctnain amount trf money andMime at

Iter n*m« U Siner Mttry Antal* *nd »ite live* with on Order in Sp.ineltekl. Mo And >i

a catholic grade school lor two yean and il

thing it not what Huth

roe, I have « voucher ayrtent

CNS: So what’s so different otxiut elementary m 'ukiI/'

- I liked it .nd I parneiimtcd willingly u> the religious tiixituiliun and I was wry much rewarded for it

their tnoMtM, we haw more poor kid* and gieater diversity and more difficulltcs. I simply don I Hunk we have the money. And

the public schools Part of that rs the publu uhoois hove m deal with the federal grants and deal with the - but basically that show* you wh« we COukl

do. We. have n lol to learn from Ihrs P..W.I* school tyrnem* ...J f,.,... ttw CiuJv.slie- school system*. Bui I dem t think mat WU can IS a prarlhal mtltCI -

- given the fan that we know we could ft. the public schools with tertarn relurm xtraicgiet that are proven - i don’t think we can affort IP Itc divrnmg 

t.. — s* _ *.*_   a* .public fund* to prwOK purpe«<.. I\.. Hivmi

is wha. guarantees

6

From my Southern lUpt.st hcr.tagc, J have * deep belief that the l int Amendmetil separation between church and alate t ’ 

rhe rui.gim.r f«*d..m of all ,>*»,.!«. •!»«<•* ^.wii.t.., ti,*p. realty deeply ingra.nco tn the hixloiy oi ihu llaptisl Chunh in America, going back Io ns

improv* the public education aswiem. And I beliere with public mIhvI chotec, with dramatic restructuring of the schools -

a lol to learn from the (inbirlic Mhuul systems. You look st the unholic school system in Chicago, lor example.

their kids to chureh child cere rcnicn. Qvr | 

to private or public schools, including church-related vnivctsiiies.

me. itnnkly. I think, is iii.iufui.red in two ways, l inn of all. a real wmsc that we arc morally obliged to try lo 

live Out Our religious connctiona in the wurkf. that out obligatiim to social mission >* connected to religious life. And ) believe lhal. 'I’hal I got Oul uf

were pnvnlc but notl-SCCIurwii 
limited number of poor kids were aMc to go rather thun lhe public schools. Ilul lhe Milwaukee

Ry the way, I think w* have i ’

which is the biggest one tn lhe counity. I think. The administrative rusts of operating ittiii Mhrvd «y<iem

founding.

But the- Catholic Influente on

schools in Milwuukc* where ■

it proposing

lhe two problems I have with it are these; No |, .. o^xMed to (Ire voucher system for child care, which, in Arkanm ’ ’ „ 

at home that I put in. We were the first state ... the country. | think, lo put one in for child Care We let workmg people lake their vouchers and lake 

----- -------------  ------------- ■ program in Art •.»»«, whim I strongly Bupponed. give* out stalu sclrolareliijis for people 10 go Io college

urrrw loose. They eaid. here you ore, you're never lind a 

Scliwl of Foreign Service, you’re- * Southern llaptist who's hardly been out of Arkansas. I told litem, I said - 

• Ilul 1 had thrwc four year* of latin whieh ■pii.lirivd me to g.i to * c .iimaw university.

two things different abuut elemuniary and secondary scht*ils, (wrtHularty elementary schools. One is, | went to » Catholic

even though I wgsoi a 

i* lo communicate lhe value* of the church to the children .nd I don't think ihu 

going lo a diild care center 

< alholtc umverxity I or t>ample, when I went tv Cieuigciown, UtCfC WCtt 

a thllcrcncc tn that, in people going to public schools where they as a pun

are roughly S perntnt of the cv»| uf adminisreiuig

her. She wa* a terrific teacher. I loved her. Of minv I went to Ciuvrgstown, 0» you know. Out I went to 

was one of lhe mo*t rewarding cxpcricncva uf my life,

I h.u* the following eoaw

Milwaukee, (n Milwaukee, lhe

iwu reasons. I oppose me Hush pt.n and the tax credits.

r„. .be... tire .vilivx ... credit* or me uush proper, which is dtllcrcnl, by lhe way, from whal ha|tpcnc<i ia 

*i«ie mad* a judgment about . particular sclroul ttyste-n, me Milwaukee School system, that h was renously dcficicM And 

Ike. Catholic relnrol* in muwuukcc had vacated .» these building* and moved oul lo lhe Subvrtw. badrally. And there

Cliattm: I

Idling them lake il io -

Ml me explain where I’m coming from on (hi* I'd like to tats about this a little bit. especially to your renden.

I belie*, in Catholw .duc.t.on I went to a Cthulie Khoot. I w*. u hpirngfa-ld. Mo, the other mthl al my rally lhey had * terrific rally in 

in TH years.

Clinton: Ye*. You know, when l showed up at Cleorge-iiiwn. ihey thougni l had a 

foreign language, you're ai the Georgetown

Clinton: llicre are

school and I know this

Catholic. But J think that a part of the mission of lln> (utiliulit. schools

Guutilulion of our country permits taapayvn io subsidize ilul. I think there is a real diffcrcnre between little children

where they’re too young to get religious instruction, or kid* B..ng ro *

•Itemtbvex <o lhe thooJogy rcquirvmcni for non-flaibolic viuocni.c. therv’s 

of their »Actruc<»nn rvligicxM inAiru«-i <*n.

The second issue >. . pracbeal problem fo. me. jiurcty practreal. lire Untied M.ites t* spending, contrary lo myth, lc» of its income on public 

Sdureiin*. tlvu i* wl k through is educaiu*.. tnttn nine other couutucv already. Unlike those nine count™* lhal are sending i higher iwrvcntlgc of

I wo also have (irasHc
inequalii.es, y>u know. >n funding of publu- educattoti. I simjHy don't Hunk we have the money to divert many rcsourres away from our obltgahon to

Springfield And the nun who taught me in the ueond sod ilt.nl grade came up to me at the rally. 1 hud not seen her Since,

Iler n*m« U Sister Mary Am.t. .nd sll« I.vct with on Older tn Sp.mglwkl. Mo And .( w*. wonderful. Sh« hud rent me a kite, when I got 

nominated wnh a picture of her when she was teaching me and a picture m her today .So f got to son uf see her and in my mind I erg ready to see 

k>r Kh* * I*r>-|AA loa^k... ( .a * aww ... P Z

CNb: You're * .Southern B.pt.si who w*. uduc.red by Jciuti* *i Georgetown. I low do those two influenc-cs affect your outlook on life and your 

administration? Will these nims into play in yuur day-to-day administraliihi.'
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my Catholic training more lh«n from the HttpliW Church, which in much more nnrttsd in thu mHKin dun wlvatuni u. u null.r of yvrunuil raUuundny

between an individual and God and camel w.th it no nei-VMQ' burden Iv ru out i.tlv the wvild mid do thing*.

CNS: 1'red Kammer?

Clinton: l)h huh You Litow hint?

CNS; I've ttpokco with him on the phone.

CNS: l>o you have a favorite Scri|>tural priMuige? Something that mean* a lot to you?

CNS: ibank you very much, (.kx Clinton

Clirtvn: I mu*t wy that one tX the thing* I've really appreciated as I've dealt with different group* of pro life jiciiplv amund ihc country, i*

that of all the |>copk: that I’ve dealt with. Hie Cuiltolics and Ute fviiiccoMals haw been lite <ni».i coiiMslcnl, rtou> my |n>iin of view, tn dualu g with the

rvi.jxicl I• ecuumi I huvupoaition of lheir c-uuue. And really, anytini* I haw pro life duiiumMrutora in my crowds I always try to treat them with greai

important.

CNS: One tjucmon I didn't get to » about Haitian refuse polity.

a dcmucnitic government thnt ulwetvea humim rightr and freedoms. 1 have opjtoticd ii from day one and I strongly oppose it and if I'm eltn-ud on Nov.

7

3 I'm going io change u.

♦ ♦ •

much re*|KC1 fur their poailiun. But lhe Catholic's and the- I'enlcttrsials hare been lhe nu»l omsistent Irecause they hare pul Ihcmaclvca Cat die Unc fot 

atloplion. So that it's murh more than polhin with the Otholir Churrh Inn it also is wiih the. I'e.nlf.ttwtsls I hat's really impressed me. And I think Hull's

and then to act on Ihoae Ihiilga mcnc powerfully bccautc you know more and bccauac you can think belter. Ihaf. aomcihmg the Jesuit* did for me a. 

much •» anything else.
1 loved Georgetown. I love the Jesuits. You know one of my good friend* to this day is a Jesuit priest

1963, he didn't go to Georgetown, but we went io Yale Uw School with me.

Clinton: A lot of them Galatians 6:9 "l.«i vs not grow weniy while doing |p««d for in due 

a wonderful Scripture.

And the Other thing I got out of my Catholic tradition is real respe. i for thv obligation to dcreltip une'a nniid, that leligiuus simvutivns involve 

more II— . ...................  <1.... i* ... ...<.iuc.,al ^Cl. U.t.1 .1 .............. .. >Ov ha., an oblig.-uon I. d.reU.p it, .« far. I. .tuns .nd .» *•.—

Clinton: ile'a a wonderful mnn. One of the best letters 1 ever gm in my life was a letter Fred Kummer wrote lo his friends when he win 40 

years old. on hu 40th birthday, explaining how proud he wns min he hud kept all of his vow» as a priest and whai em h of them hud nwunt m him .war 

the course of hi* life. It wn* the most overwhelming letter. Hillary and 1 read it nnd just wept

Clinton: 1 wont to answer that. I um opposed to ths Bush administration policy und 1 don't think wc ought to be shipping those people l>ui» 

until we know we hove done everythmg we can tv restore ucmocrucy in Haiti, cither with Aristide und the toulilion governrrem or in sum. other fauWor,

wh(» I went Ui lk>y'b NaiikMi with «*

M*NMm wr rt’iep, Inal »l*» imm b-u’ IwmH ” h*»
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be performed, although he believes such waiting periods pose

him a sense of moral

obligation to try to live out religious convictions that affects his daily life.

the last

of negotiations about what the states should still be free to du.”

i

CNS • Caihulic No* Senrio*

♦ « ♦

Ihe Arkansas governor, a Southern Baptist who graduated from Jesuit-run Gcuigcluwn 

University, also credited his six years of Catholic education with ingraining in

Acknowledging that as governor of Arkansas he suppot led a law requiring minors to notify their 

parents before having abortions, Clinton noted, “Hie final form of that act (in Congress) is not yet 

clear. Before the people who support it decided not to push it in this Congress, there were all kinds

“1 think states should absolutely have the freedom to have parental notice,” he said. While he 

believes a 24-hour waiting period “philosophically, sounds like a totally ruasomible thing,” it can impose 

an unfair burden on women who must Havel long distances in some areas of the country where there

near Saginaw, Clinton

Cl .INTON-INTERVIEW Oct. 26, 1992 (1,460 words) With photos sent Oct. 21 and today. 

CUN ION SAYS LAWS ON PAREN TAL NOTICE FOR ABORTION WOULD BE OK

By Patricia Zapor

Catholic News Service
FREELAND, Mich. (CNS) •• States should have the freedom to require parental notification

an unnecessary burden for some women.

In a wide-ranging interview at Tri-City Airport in Freeland, Mich.,

discussed:
- His college years al Georgetown and two years in a Catholic grade school.

— His opposition to a school choice voucher funding system ihat includes parochial schools.

- Standards he would apply in nominating Supreme Court justices.

- His support for the death penalty.

— His support for would-be refugees to the United States from Haiti.

- Proposals to help the nation’s poor children.

Clinton has said he would support the Freedom of Choice Act, a bill which, as introduced in 

session of Congress, would have piohibited states from passing any laws restricting abortion.

But Clinton noted that various proposed amendments to the bill would have given states some 

regulatory leeway.

for abortion, Democratic presidential nununue Bill Clinton said Oct. 25 in a 25-minutc interview with

Catholic News Service.
Clinton, who says he opposes abortion but believes it should be legal, also said he doesnt think 

federal law should prohibit a state’s right to establish a 24-hour waiting period before an abortion may
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are few abortion clinics.

"I don’t know that federal law needs tu icgulatc it away, bm as a practical mailer, in Hie real 

world it is a significant burden.” Clinton said. “In the real world there are very few people who do 

that who haven’t thcni&ht about it for 24 hours.’’

Clinton ulso said he wants pro-life Democrats to remain in the party and that he regrets the 

decision to refuse Pennsylvania Gov. Robert Casey’s request to address the Democratic National

Convention in July.

Cur.ey, a popular Catholic governor in a key Dcuiociadc state, has urged the party 10 moderate 

its platform, which strongly opposes any rejjnlalion of abortion. Clinton was criticized at the time for 

keeping Casey off the speaker’s platform as part of an effort to present a united front favoring 

abortion rights.

According to Clinton, Ron Brown, chuiiinaii of the Democratic National Committee, based his 

decision to turn down Casey’s request on the fact that Casey hud not yet endorsed the Clinton-Gore 

ticket.

“It was very frustrating to me because 1 like. Bob Casey a lot,” said Clinton. ‘‘I mean I’ve known 

him for years and worked with him. And I attempted to visit with him about it. I personally had no 

problems with him talking."

Other Democrats who oppose abortion, such as Boston Mayor Ray Flynn, had lime al the 

microphone and made pro-life staieiiient.s, Clinton said. “But he had endorsed our ticket.”

Clinton said he would like Democrats who disugicc about uboiliuii to fuel they can work within 

the party to make abortions less necessary

“1 want pro-life Democrats in our parly and I’ve relied extremely heavily on Mayor Flynn in 

this campaign for all kinds of advice on a number ot issues,” Clinton said.

“I don’t want to run anybody out of the party that agrees with us on more issues than they 

disagree with us on,” he said.

Catholics in particular should feel at home in the Democratic paity, even if they disagree about 

abortion, believes Clinton.

“1110 Democratic Party’s platforms and historic cuinmiiinents are much more consistent with the 

Catholic Church’s social mission than the Republican platform’s,” he said. “So 1 think we should talk 

about things on which we do agree."

He urged finding ways for people who disagree on abortion to work together to reduce their 

number. Adoption, in particular, .should be inure widely encouraged, he said.

Clinton said as president he would nominate Supreme Court justices who agree, with him that 

the constitutional right to privacy guarantees freedom to have abortions.
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"I wouldn’t give them a laundry list of issues that they would have to agree with me on,” 

Clinton said of judicial nominees. But “if J got a vbancc 10 make ail appointment 10 the COUH, I’ll 

appoint somebody who is pro-choice.”

Clinton also disagrees with the Bush administration over priorities in education.

Although he attended a Catholic grade school for two years and thinks highly of Catholic 

schools, he believes the federal government should have no part in funding them, even under a 

vouchci system that lets parents choose among private and public schools.

He supports Arkansas programs that allow slate funds to be used for Child Clil'C at churcll-rutl 

schools und at religious colleges and universities.

He said he found it rewarding to join in religious instruction as a second and third grader at

St. John’s Catholic School in Hol Springs, Ark.

“But, 1 think that part of the mission of the Catholic schools is to communicate the values of 

the Catholic Church to children and 1 don't think the Constitution of our country permits taxpayers 

to subsidize that,” he said.

Children’s interests also need to be better supervised by government entities that are charged 

with protecting them, Clinton said.

Aside from approving full funding for Head Start, a pre-school preparation program for poor 

children, Clinton said he wants to pay greater attention to the medical and foster care systems for 

children.

“'1110 (fuster care) systems arc breaking down in uiosl stales ill America US more and more kids 

grow up in difficult family circumstances and more and mor- families fall into poverty and tensions 

build up,” he said.

Clinton also opposes Bush’s policy to turn back Haitians fleeing their country before they reach 

the United States, vowing to change it if elected.

“1 don’t think we ought to be shipping those people back until we know we have done 

everything we can to restore democracy in Haiti, with (deposed President Father Jean-Bertrand) 

Aristide, or a coalition government or in some oilier fashion, a democratic government that observes 

human rights and freedoms.” Clinton said. He agrees with the use of capital punishment, but said 

he doesn’t think there’s much to be gained by extending capital punishment to more federal crimes, 

Clinton supported a crime bill that never made it out of Congress this session that included 

imposing the death penalty foi several additional federal crimes. He said he thought those provisions 

were secondary.

“1 supported it largely because it contained more linuK to put police officers on the street and 

because it contained the Brady Bill, which would have a waiting period before people could buy
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Biscusdng his religious beliefs, Clinton said his yean ai Georgetown leil their mark. Hatred with 

his Southern Baptist beliefs, Clinton said, his years of studying under the Jesuits have shaped his sense 

of public duty.

While his religious heritage established his belief that the basis of religious freedom lies in 

church-state separation, Catholic influences have underscuted his sense of obligation to Others.

lie’s learned “we are morally obliged to try to live out our religious convictions in the world,” 

he said. Baptists believe that salvation it; u mutter of the personal idationship between an individual 

and God, Clinton noted.

Jesuits also taught him “a real respect for the obligation to develop one’s mind,” Clinton said. 

“Religious convictions involve more than emotions, there is an intellectual vigor. If you have 

a mind, you have an obligation to develop it to learn to think ... and then to act on those things more 

powerfully because you know more."

A favorite scriptural passage is Gal 6:9. he said. “Let us not grow weary while doing good, for 

in due season we shall reap, but do not lose heart.”

♦ ♦ ♦
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ci jwivn-inti:kv!i’w oci jm (i,4<x; wordt) With ptH-Ho* rem ()u. 2) and today

aaviwN says laws on pariwal Nona' jm abortion would hi: ok
By Patneu ZApOr

Odholic New* Service

FREliLAND, Mtch (CNS) .. State* should haw the frcedoni to requite parental notification for abortion. Democratic presidential nominee

Bill Clinton said Oct. 25 in a 25.minuiv interview with CaltiolK- Nr.w» Service.

Clinton, who rays he oppoacr aixinton but Ittlicvci it ihould be legal, also said he dueanl think federal law should pmhthii a ituc'l right 10 

establish a 24-hour waiting penrai iwrore an abortion may tie performed, ultliougli he believes sucn wailing periods pose an unnecessary burden for SOIhC 

women

The Arfeamm* #o.e....... , Southern Baptist who graduated from Jesuit-run Georgetown University, also credited his Six yesnt of Catholic 

education with ingraining in him a wiik of mural obligation to try to bve out religious convictions that affects his daily life

In a wide-ranging interview at Tri-City Airport in I nteland. Mich., near Saginaw, Uinlon diSCvMcd:

-■ His college years at Georgetown and two years in a Catholic grade SClwl

- His opposition to a w-hool choice vouchci funding system that includes |sina-hiMl schools.

- Standards he would apply in nominating Supreme Gnirt pAtiirs

- His support for the death penalty.

« His support for would-hr n-fngcra to thu Uniivd Siatca Innn Haiti.

Proposals to Itclp (he nation's ptxir rhil.ln.-n

Clinton h.. Mid he w.mid »up;x»rt the I'rcMom of cttotcc Act. a bill which, as introduced in the List session of Congress, would have prohibited 

states fnim passing any laws restricting aboiium. Um Clinton noted that various pruptwccl amendments to the bill would haw given state* some, regulatory 

leeway.

Acknowledging that as governor of Arkansas lie .sup|K>rtcd a law ivquinng nnntiis to notify their parents before having abortions, flm-nn noted. 

•‘The final form of ihm act (in Congress) is nut yet dear. Before the people who supfxirt il derided not to push it in this Congresa. there were all kinds 

of negotiations about what the slates stniuld Slill He free III do."

“I think states should absolutely have the ficvdom io have parental notice.” lie said. While he believes a 24-houf waiting period “phlkMOphicalfy. 

sounds like a totally reasonable thing.” ii ran impose an v»r> r buruen on wvnivn who mutt tiaiul lung Oisiunccx in some areas oi the country where 

i he re are few abortion clinics.

"I don't know ih»i redcral Un nwds to regulate it iiwuy. nut as a practical matter. >n me real world il is a significant burden,” (linion said.

“In ihc real world there are very few people who do thui wlm haven't thought about il for 24 hours."

Clinton also said ne wants pro-life Democrats tc remain in the pany and that he regrets the decision to refuse Pennsylvania Gov. Robert

Casey's request to address the Dcmociuiic National Cnnvention in July.

Oxey. » popular Catholic governor m a key Democratic sluie. has urged the party to moderate Us platform, which strongly opposes any 

regulation of nbortioa. Clinton wax i'iiihizhJ tn the time for kevimig lascv off the speakers ptailurm as pnn of an effort to pmuni « united front 

favoring abortion rights.

According in Clinton, Rim llrown. chairman of ilw Itmocraik Nmi-imd Commioee, based no derision to iuui down Casey's request on the 

fact that Carey had not yet endonud the (.linlun-Gorc lii kri

••it was very rnuimung io ms bsruvse 1 liu iKdi Casey a mt, said ijmion. 1 mean I vc known him for years and worked with him. And I 

attempted to vwit with him about it. 1 pciMinully had no problems with him talking."

Other Democrats who oppose abortion, such o Ikislun Mayor Ray Flynn, rtud lime al the microphone ano made pro-life statements, (JinlOli 

said. “But he had endorsed Our ticket."

Clinton said he would like Democrats who disagree aixiui abortion to feel they can wruk within the party to make aliorlions less necessary. 

"I want pro-life Demurrau in oi>r party and I'vu re-lied extremely heavily on Mayoi Flynn tn this campaign for all kinds ul advice on a number 

of ksuct,” Clinton said.

“I don'l want IO run unytirKty oul of the Plilx that ugriwx- wun m on more m.i.uu» tliun they disagree with us on. ■ |,v Mid. 

Catholics in particular should feel at home in the Dcmocrune party, even u iliey disagree about abortion, believes Clinton. 

"The Democratic Party’s plsiformi. and hiafoik- vouimiinienia are iiivsli inure- lonsiMeiU with the Catholic k.nuteh't soctill mission than the 

Republican ptatfiirm’*." he said. "So I Hunk we should talk about things on which we do agree "

tie urged Finding nay. io. |«.uplc who disagree im aoonion to work together to reduce their number. Adoptior., in particular, should lx; more 

widely encouraged, he said.
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(hr majAruy, Catholic neu'cpt*|<rv in ahw country. Why »IMll

2

hc»rt."

♦ ♦ ♦

IT.XT Cl.lNTON <Xt. Zti. lam (W worau;.

):Rlil:IAND, Mich. (CNS) Here i« the iranccnpi of ■ C^thirln- News Scivtcv intirvicw wain IkaiKcnitic presidential candidate Bill (.linlvn. 

inc interview w»« conducted by CNS fcdcaail iv|x>ncr I'ltricl* Zaporal the IrKjiy Aitport in Freeland Oct. 25 while Clinton was c«m|>aiKning in lhe 

Saginaw area.

CNS: A tiiile bit of old history. Out it's saitl of intoicsl to <>ur readers, who aou 

Gov. Casey given a forum at lhe DcniaX'iai*' convcitlioit.'

Clinton: Well, the people who were running the coiivciiikmi. and I must say ibis issue was not bruighl directly Io me, if it had (Ken i might've 

made ■ differcM deeuuon- Out I wuioud - lUiy Flynn s]K*e. who d. wry strongly pn> life and made some pro-life staicancnU. Hut he had endonaed our 

ticket. Jesse Jn-toum spe>kc from a different |x:n>pcclive. and you know we'd been sort of estranged, hut he had endorsed our ticket

At the tame the convention occurred. Gov. Casey hud mil yet endorsed the ticket. So. the cltnimian of the party decided that he shvuldn'l make 

a pcwiiiain for him. It wax very frustrating to me 'caunc I like Bob Casey ■ lot I mean I've known him for yean and worked with him. And 1 altCinplcd

Qiatoa MKi ** pmidcni he would nominate Supreme Cuuat justices who agree with him that lhe constitutional right to privacy guarantees 

freedom Io have abortions

t wouldn't give them a Uumlry list of iwuci that they would have to agree with me on." ( lanlon Mid of judicial nominees. But “if 1 girt a 

chanca to make an appcHnlmcnt to the court, I'll oppo.nl somebody who » prO-Chfafc."

Clinton also diMgrcct with the Bush udminiatraiion ovei pitorilica in education.

Although he. attended a Catholic giada school for two ycaia and tbinka highly of CaincitiC uehoolu. he bclicvca the fvdctal government Should 

have no pert in funding them, even under ■ wut'hw aystem that lei* |Mrvnta chnnsc among private and public ethools.

Ha rupportt Arknneat programa thm ntl.iw vtate lunar iw u« ueee lor child care at iliutv'lt-iun Khixu* and at religious college* and vnivtrsitiC*. 

lie Mid he found it rewarding to join ut rvligioui instruction a» a second and third grader at St. John's Catholic School tn Hot Spnngk. Ark. 

•‘But, I think that purl oT the ...iv...«i vt lhe (Jnholic mikkHs n> to communicate the value* of the Catholic Chvn’h to children and I dotl'i think 

the Constitution of our country permits taxpayers tu suttsidire that." lie Mid.

Cnlktren's Interest* alto need to be better su|>civiM.tl by government entities that arc charged with protecting lhem, Clinton said.

Aside from approving full funding fot Head Stan, a pre-school piepanitton program for poor children. Clinton said he warn* to pay greater 

aitimtion to the medical and foster care systems fot children.

"'1'hc (foster care) Syttemv are breaking down in iiiiaI dale* in America a* more .vrxl morn lids grow up in difficull family nnum«i»n«i and 

more and more families full into poverty and tcmiuns build up." he said.

Clinton *1*0 oppoee* Bush's policy to turn liui’k Haitians beeing their eovniry liclvre they icavli the Uiiiiid Stale*, vowing (0 change II II elected. 

"I don't think we ought to be shipping tho*c jx-ople back until we know we have done everything we can to rcs'.ore democracy in Haiti, with 

(deprau-d Prv.ident I’athur Jean llartiunJ) Aristide, or a vvitliliott giwvmmeni or tn some other lashion. a democratic government that otnerve* human 

rights and freedom*." Clinltvn said. Ik ugreos with lhe use <4 lupital punishment, but said he doesn't think there's mtxh to be gained tsy extending 

capital pvnisltnwim tu more, fr.itcral crime*.

Clinton supported a crime bill that never made u out of Congress Uns session that ncluded imposirg the death penalty (or several additional 

federal erimes. He *aid he thought those piovisttai* were secondary.

"I supported it largely because it contained more funds to |xil police offtcvrs on the street and luuxusr if contained lhe llrady Dill, which would 

hive a waiting period before people could buy handguns to we could <huck their criminal and mental acailh history and ago,'' he said

Discussing hit religious belief*. Clinton said his yr«w »i Georgetown lufl their mark. I'n.red with hi* .Soulliviii llaplist liclicfs, Minina Mid, hik 

year* of studying under the Jesuit* have slia|x;d his tense of public duty.

Whit, kit religious heritage eriaMiuhud hia belief ttiet ill* basis ot luirgtous freedom tie* tn church-stale separation Olholtc influence* have 

underscored hit tense of obligation to other*.

Ik's kaiiwd -we nre morally obliged to tty tu live out our religious convictions in the world." be sa.d Baptista believe that salvation is a nailer 

of the personal rebitkinthip between an individual and God. < lintun noted.

Jesuit* also tnughl him "a real respect for the obligation to dcvckip one * ntind," Clinton said.

“Religious ctinvimons involve more lltaa ettisiiicms. there is an intellectual vigoi. II you have a nnnd. you have an ohligiituvn to develop it to 

learn to think ... and then to net on iIkwc thing* nnae [xwcrfully because yen know mote."

A favorite scriptural passage is Gal 6:9. he Mid. "lei us not grow wcaiy while doing good, lor in due senson we shall reap, but du nut lose 
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CN$: Have ycu willed it between you? Have you vpokcii about it? Uo you led like you've come to an agreement of tome »ort with each Other'.'

CNS; At governor, you tuppowed a porcnUl notifivaiion bill

C.'linton: I did tupporl ihat

Clinlim: Well, what the linal form of that act will be ia not yet rlcm.

t

CNS: Partly becaiuus of that inetdent and vatious other things, a cvupic people have Mid that it's gelling real hard to caal a vole for a |)cni<xral 

without alto by implk-ation catting a vole foi j»ni choice. Obviously front wltai you tav you don't ncccuarily think that e Ihr way tlie Democratic Party 

should be, it should not be quite so restrictive.

CMS- t»iH yo« r.vpport <hc L'niudtuv of CUwivi. a>i, xinli wen on- ACl.ll says wouiu make n un)x.>H>iblc to have such laws us parental 

notification.

CNS: What else would you do then to oy to distviide il ui notion thin ihcic i»i>'i room in the ilcmocrabc Party for [cople who disagree about 

abortion?

Friday, Angus* 6, IWJ 

IO, you l.n.-u, .bo.i ... And 1 pvtMmally hud ao problem with him talking ( want pro-life Dcmocrtiie in our parly and I think I ve relied

catremdy heavily on Mayor Hynn m this campaign for all kinds ol advice on a number of iUu«a. And I've done my best to make that rlcni. I also in 

> ruts,cd way was many moved by the aitwle- that Gov. Cuomo wrote m n>c New York Times not very long ago, I don't know if you Mw n. basicallv 

argumg for a common effort by Anwneana who arc pio-tifc and |uv-chc>lcc io reduce the number of abortion* in Amenta

So I rcgrel whai happened. I siul, you know, in icmu of Uov, Casey, cause I really like him and I d like Io hdvc, you know.

Clinton: I don't want to run anybtxly Out of ihc parly Dial aguxs with us on more issues than they disagree with us on. And I think the -- 

ax I caiti Hay flyvxn rpoke and mada n .ery >mpu.w<oii<.d yi.Hifx XXIIIIIIIVIII. UlltlUgll his remarks. AHU I would -• I lliink lhe decision was solely based 

on whether we could break the precedent of Idling surnuunc speak at the convcn'.ior who had not yet commuted to support the ticket. And I hope H's 

all rcsobud

Clinton' I think the heal thing that we could do is -* 1 Ihink (here ,i.e only two r«*v|v.*nsck. frankly. One iu luiit about all the isavea on which 

we do agree I mean, the Democratic i’atiy’s plailunns and hisiouc cummilmcnls arc mucii more consistent wtth lhe Olholtc Church's social mission Shun 

the Republican platform And «> I think we xlmuld talk about tht»e ihings on whirh «v Jo agive. And lliv secund thing, I Ihlilk thul we should dO wltdl 

Mario Cuomo ruggcslcd and try to find ways Dial |woplc who disagree ove r what the law should be on abortion can work togclhcr lo reduce the number 

of abortk.na. V..u know, tn menu or the yearn that I have been girverrusr, the number U alrcirtions have gone down over lhe previous year. There wits 

a chart just printed in the Arkansas Ikiarrai, about, oh, I don't know, a eciupk months ago, which documented mat 1 think there were only (wo of 

the last right years that the number of abortions increased >»vcr the previous year. And I think that you CO that by promoting adoption and doing whul 

you can lo reduce unwanted pregnancies. 1 think that we ought io have a concerted cllon on that,

I remember, and this incident ha» been quoivu elsewhere, but I waul in rcjictil about it. I had an amazing encounter with a woman in (xdur 

Rapids, Jews, in front of Quaker Oats al tilts rally, und there were a lot of pm hie demonstrators at the. bark of the crowd and she was in frunl uf lhe 

crowd and she had a pro-chouc sticker on. Hui she was holding Hus baby of another ra<x - she was while and lhe kid was African-American, this little 

girt had AIDS and she had adojilcd this child run of rnulhcr state. And xhv tulkud about her commitment to trying lo gel -- lo adopt problem ChlKIrClt 

because she had done this and that she wished aiie muld be pan of a eoiiiinun effort to try to promote the notion ol adoption, to let people know that 

ihvm wur« poopis like h«r who warn t«> wUo|n tlicac vinioicti and she tnougnt that might reduce the number of abort ions, which I thought was an 

interesting thing She basically looked back longingly at the pro-life demonsoabas all (he way on the Ollier side of the Crowd and she Slid that's 

something 1 wish t was involved with them in doing. I really thins ihitl s whai we ought tu do Those arc (he two things that I would say lo pro-life 

i.lcmocrais about why they shouldn't .icccssatily leave the Democratic Party

Clinton Well, he uid publicly, you know, he’s gouig to support lhe tii-kcl. but I think, you know, I don't know how he feels about the nalional 

party not nffnrin, him a forum, llvi 1 il.iuk, ihrn'a rhe polixy thui lloit tHuwn thought we ought lo lollOw and in that Case, no one really brought lhe 

issue to me. Uul I had supported the policy when it was developed.

But I really like Casey, ano I respect his ronvictioits and 1 hope we can fmd ways to wotk togclhcr.

I mean, before the people who supported it cccidcd not lo push it th
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CNS: What alxwf aomc other rcatriciiona ■ 24-liuur waiting pctiuU, Ihingx HKc tll»l

CNS: 'Ihere artn't many dink* -

4

C.'NS Would your nontinutinns to federal rouru oi Hie Supremo Gouti •• would you requite ihui the nominees agree with you on politic*) iMuc* 

like abortion?

Clinton: I think that we oujlu tn nuike sure th.ii people who arc charged wuli enmu for whidt iltcy can be executed have heller lawyer* at 

the trial level and at the appeals level You know, allied Justitc tuwetl headed a commiskioit in look al the appellate prtxeks in criminal capital c*$c», 

ht'catiK the average capital punishment case lakes almtesi eight years to work il> way through ll-e courts. And I'owcll argued lhal that was mo long, bul

Clinton: I'he thing thm bothers me about the- 24-hour waiting period is ph l<>Knpl’i.-..ily. it founds like * totally reasonable tiling. Du I a« a 

practical mailer, people don't, I don't think there are very many people who ever go ihroujh an abortion who haven t thought about it for 24 hours, No. 

1. And Na 2. since only 17 percent of the countie* today, awordinj tu the limu or Newsweek sury on alivniOO ~

CNS: A quick change <>f subject. 'I’hcrc are a coupw ihings we can breeze through -jui. kly You kupport capital punikhmcnl, ycl you're certainly 

aware that it’a inequitably imposed on poor iion.whiK-v much more ths,, for any other r»cKtl vr income g<ou|» Wliut would you do IO change hOw cupilg) 

punishment « opplied in the U.S.?

CNS: Hui if a nominee ditugrecd wiilt you on llui «iva and you wcic basically in line on ollicra. that wouldn'l necessarily be a rcquirenicnl 

that would keep sometrody on or off ills court?

Clinton: Well. 1 would have » ,iirfe»h i,m« sppomiittg :.umc<>nv tv the ttupivuiv <X>uit inai uiun t believe tn me cunatiluiional right lv privacy. 

Ikcauw. I believe nt that. I think evoty pivudtim throughout histuiy wiiltuui ctxcption has had some so ealkd litmus tcsl, even ihnugh I dcn'l think it’s 

•var * good idea for • proaldcui t» *u down and interview o prosjKcuvc judge ml,I <tsk them, "Well, whul would you du tn this ease, tlwi case and the 

Other thing?" I would never do thnl.

Ihit, l moan, tor crumple. I can't imagine a pivs.titinl after IWtl, for example, ap|>ointi-ig a justice io lhe Supreme Court who didn't believe 

in the 14th Amendment, that ix, requiring the integration of public scnools. Just fur un example. So. lhal's an imjxirlunl thing to me. Bul I'm not going 

lo tit around and give anybody a test on the I'ennsyivama taw. Cor example, on how they lee) about ihit icstnclion or thai one I wouldn't do (hul.

Clinton: Yeah, there aren't many clinics anymore doing it. I'vr people who have limited means and who come in from a long way gway, who 

by definition have been thinking .bout it however long it took them to get imin where they live lo where they go. it can impose a significant hunlc.r 

<>n their ability io have accesa to wliai other people could, maybe jm because they live down the sirccl from a dime. So that's my only problem with 

that. 1 don't know that federal law needs to regulate it away, but I just think that as a practical matter, in the nal world ii it * significant burden. In 

lhe real world there arc very few people who do that who haven't thought about it for 24 hOUR.

I do think that we should do more (O promoie. fx-topium m rviccs as an ativnialive. I Hi nh jKoptc need lo know in ilii* country that there arc 

caring, loving people out there who don't have children who would Iwc to have children, who will adopt children I don't know that any place has done 

a> good » job wilh Ih*t as tb«y .hoUd >U< I think ihai ui a mviv imii.miuc.ivc thing io 00 than to kx'us on the waiting period, given the practical 

circumstances of mint people'! conditions in America.

tlinton: 1 wouldn't give them a laundry lial of pioccduiv* dial they would agree with me on. Hut I have said that J think that given lhe fact 

that there are four justicct on the court wliu lutw ridiculed itn: ruling in low w W:ide, and that w now have « Republican pinifoin. wliich calls for 

an outright ban on all abortions, and they've iu i on four different platforms now committing them to appoint only judges lo a.t benches who arc 

committed io n-pral R,v v» Wade, then I ihowglu ,f I g.x u ciimwc m iiiusv an appoint litem to the court I ought to appoint son'ebody who was 

prcxhoirc. Not someone J gave 10 questions to answci about "How do you feel about every last issue." but at least someone who believed ihai there 

was a crauiiiuiiviml tight m privacy - w-liica a lol ot people don't believe tlmt there is one. that encompasses ;< right lo choose - and 1 do. So I would 

do my best without giving somebody a Jb-qucsiioii interview to apjioint someone who had expressed the belief that the right lo privacy it in lhe 

t. onstituiion.

i'riday, August 6, 199J

■hi. CongnMa. th.r. were all ki.u. vf i.vgouaiions annul what the states should still be free lo do. including that. 1 think states should absolutely have 

the freedom to have parental notice.
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CNS: Would your politics encourage more widispicxd application vf the death ponully for fcdcrul Crimea'.’

CN» 1'hera'a been « lot of talk in your tampmgn alxiul tiitpnmnjl childicn's livua. What'S the Dtp side of your Illi single, "full funding for lltld

Start’?

Clinton; Yoti mean, what else would « do?

CNS: Right.

mom

5

that part of the. imaun that It took to long unU ihal we had ao many appeals was the uneasy lecling that the judicial tyttem has that K) many people 

who gel sentenced In death don't have the imni« >hol nt the cuvrts as Hh.m! who beat the death penally because their upbringing (unintelligible) bcller 

lawyers. So hta argument was that we should accelerate aomewbal the criminal appeals process, bul in return for that every stale would have 10 

demonstrate ihat it hnd imposed a highet staiuJard for what kind of legal assisluncc someone who could be executed got

CNS: Along the lines of children and education, you o|i[atsc I’rcsidcnt hush's cducjlion toucher plan, where it includes the non publie schixtls. 

Ikwv do you led about tax crsdits for paicnia with children in nonjiutilic siiKXlIs''

(Jinlon' I ci's talk about tw<» or thtcn i»ilv»r things. 1 ihmk thsi us »*■« uuwv tuvsnl ■ ur.iscrsal iivuitit tan; systent •• that is, one in wmcfl 

everybody gets some coverage I think we need to focus on young mothcis and their children first I think that if we can improve the primary and 

preventive health co™ ayatem in thia eov.n.y, wv smt lowet un«m monoitiy, lower me low birth weight rale, which is quite high in thia country and 

improve the menial and physical development of children us they start school, I think that is very, very important.

'ITte other thing l think we need to do is to take a Ituid hxik naiionally at something that I've giappled with in my State, with mixed rvaulla. 

and that t* the whole system we have fot dealing with abused and neglected clnldicii. you grow, the foster care system, working wilh kids when they Stay 

in the homce. The systems are breaking down m most states nt America as mote and more kids grow up in difficult family circumstances and mote and 

more families fall into poverty and tensions build up. And lhe way lltal the federal government works now with regard to that aspect of children's needs 

is that essentially the federal contribution to programs Hui deal with abused and neglected children is more limited than the federal conlributicn to deal 

with children's health needs through Medietlid. for example.. «n Hicy'u- more limited than fudural conlnltuliwris to the Head Stun piogiMin. So thill there 

is this reel uneven pattern which has gotten aggiuretcd by the state budgetary problems tn most Hates because most states httvc had to take more and 

money »wny fro<n praxchmvt udwcatiwn und r-wre and moo. «way tivn* iiutsc things that deal wdh inc .Medicaid problems, cause of lhe explosion 

in the health care rolls in America for poor |KOpc.

AiiuiIk-i tiling I'd really like iu loos- ni is to >cc what we cun do io strengthen the foster care systems in America, strengthen the adoption 

systems and to help the states get in a posnion where they're making better judgments about when trey keep children in lamilies and when they should 

lx removed from families, 'ntosc ire lhe lOuglteM calls you have to make.

If you interview most children, ntosi children would luihci stay with their laibily even tn an abusive silualion than Im rvtrai'icd 'lliis- young 

child that filed a lawsuit to stay wilh his edoyied family, that's basically the exception other than the rule and that kid had been jacked around something 

terrible in his life. J was very sympathetic with him, but >n our espttrir.nin lhal s Hie cxciplion not the rulu And I must lull you, I think lhal vf all lliv 

derisions made by governments in thix country that those arc the toughest calls. I mean, when you s:c these kids, you see parenis lhat are in trouble, 

should they bn Irb in rhe homa? Should th»> be taken out v( the home? If llicy'cv xn in the home, what kind ol xuppon can you give IhC home Io 

make sure the kidi arc not ibuxed and ncglccud? Ibosc arc tltc lough tilings I d really like to see us make some progress on as a country.

Clintrm' <lh. I'm nra all h^np up <»n that. I xapported iitu« r>.uvi«l vtittK uni thai was iinitustcreu to death. Hut I supported it largely because 

it contnincd more funds to pvi |x>licc officers on the sirect and because ii contained the Brady Hili, which would have a waning period before people 

could buy h»~itvn« to wv xvuld clicck tiiclr criminal and mental health history and age. But I think capilal punishment decisions by and large should 

be left to the stares and ihnt the capital punishment provisions in the federal enme bill will have a marg nal elfect, at most, on the crime problem in 

the United .Slates l don't think that's unti of the most inipotlaitl puis of that bill And I'm not hung up oa lhal. 1 do think the money that was tn 

that bill for local police officers and the Brady Hill and the provisions for speeding up lhe criminal’s appeals process in a fair way were good ones. I'd 

like to see ihnt stuff ensued. 1 don’t have uny particular pioi.luui with the capital punishment piovtsions of that bill, but if you read them, while there 

are a whole bunch of them, they would have very limned application Io the problems lhat mosi Americans face in terms of lheir safety and nrcurity. 

So I think that frankly that has been way overemphasized at Hie federal level. Ity and large, me Capital punishment issue as n affects most people in their 

lives is one that's going to he resolved st ihc stale level.
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me « IvHi'i when 1 got
UMhinit me tod a pcture m her todty So I gui to Wrl of tee her and in my mind I got nady to see

pn^ran in Arfc.-um. Whieh I urvngty nupponcO. given out statu xliolatMtijW for people to go Io TOIICge

univciailics.

CNS: So what't so different ttlxiut elcnicnitiy wimojt?

publie fund# to povoic purposen. IX.. llivtu Iwu rvanons. oppose the itusn pun and the las rrcoiti.

educated by Jesuns at Georgetown. I lew do those two influcnecs affect your outlook on life and your

Clinton: Yes. You know, when I showed up al Crcotgclown. they tnouelit I had a nrrew Inou. They ssid. hen; vou ore, you've

ihink, is tiiaiurcMud in two way*, t ir*l of all. a iual sense that we arc morally obliged to iry to

live out Our religious conditions in the world, that out obligaiiiai io su.-uil mission is conncrtcil io religious life. And ) believe that. 'I'hal I got Out of

6

I’nim my Southern Itapn.t her.lagc, I have . deep belief that the l intt Amendincm separation bciwven church and slate is wha. guarantees 

Ihr w.i.giniir rwwdi.m of nil pe«|.i«. thm'* (iIHi‘s teaiiy deeply lngra;nca m inc. hialoiy ol ihv llaptisl Church in America, going back to ns

two thing* different abuut elementary and suiondary scttiaik, particularly elementary schools. One is, I went to a Catholic 

- I liked it .nd I panid|»ied willingly tit the religious insiiucliun and 1 was wry much rewarded lor ii even though I wasnl I

the public arhonls, Part of that n the public schoola have to deal with me ledvral grams and deal with the 

dex We Mve a lot (o Ictrn from ihtt

never had j

Southern Itapitst who's hardly been oui of Arkansas. I told them, I said -

founding

But the Cmholic InHuCniu nn me, liankly.

Friday, AutuU 6. 1W3 

thing. THU tax cred.., arc about the same as hu tdea of giving everybody a certaid amounl of money and

schools in Mihmukca where

IS propcuing.

the two problems I have with it arc these: No 1, .* opposed in Hie voucher system for child care, which, in Arkansas, I have .

CNb: You're a Southern B.piixt who wan 

administration? Will these come into play in your day-to-day adminisualllin.'

a lol tn learn from the CXiiboliv Mhoul systems. You look al the kntholic school system in Chicago, lor CKainpIc, 

which IS ihe biggest one in the coumiy, ) think. I'hc administrative coms of Operating ittal arhnnl System are roughly 5 (Wirent of the cuat of adminitluiuig

- but basically thitt show, you what we could 

pnvatu whuel syatem. and f,,.,,, u.* Cmhalie school sjsivms. Hut I dun I thirtk mat WC Cillt aS , prafln'al mattCI ■ 

- given ihe fan that we know we could fia the public schools with tcriam lelurnt strategic, iftitt arc proven - i don't ihink we can afford tn lie diw.ning

CliAtOA: I ihink i<*a ihe Mme

Icltirtg (hem take H io -

Ul me eaptam where fm coming from on this. I'd like to talk about this a little bit. cjpcetally to your rcitdcn.

went to a Catholic scluxil. I w« u .hp.m^id, Mo, the other night al my rally lhey had a terr.fie rally in 

in me second a.ai third grade came up to me at the rally. I had not seen her iinre, tn •« yean.

I went to Ciuurgoiown, ns you know. |)ui I wvul to a Catholic grade schCOI tor IVW year, and it

m. .be... «i.u luiiivm iTcutra or nw Itush pmpceai. which is dtllcreni, by the way, (rum what hajipencd nt 

made a judgment about . particular school system, the Milwaukee uhool system, that it was Minoudy defirfcal. And 

«U Catholic ^|,WI. in Mitwnuhee had vacated .esc buildings and moved out Io the suburbs, basically. And there were private but non-ttTInrutn 

a limited i.undicr of poor kids were able to go rather than the public schools, ilul ihe Milwaukee thing it no, what Bush

i-oudicr System
at home that I put in. We were the first stale in the country. I think, tn put one in for child Care. We let working people lake their vouchcn and lake 

their kids IO church child core center*. Qur statu- |

to private or public schools, including church-related

foreign language, you're at the Georgetown Sclmol of Foreign ScrvKC. you'iu- a 

- But I had those four year* of latin which <pu<l>n«d me io g.> tu a G-utsiaw uiiiwrsity.

1 believe in Catholic education. I

Springfield And the nun who taught me r

Her name u Sister Mury Amata and she lives with on Older in Sp.ingtickl. Mo And it was wonderful. She hud went 

nominated with a picture of her when she i-----

her. She was a terrific teacher. I loved her. (If muKc

was one of the most rewarding experience of my life.

I haw the following convw

Milwaukee. In Milwaukee, the stale

Clinton: Ibcrt arc

school and I know this

Catholic Bui J Ihink that a part of the missmn of the (ailu.Hit schcxils is io commumcalc Ihe values of lhe dwren to the ih.lilrrn and I dvn’l Ihink Ihu 

Ciinsmution of our country permit, taspayvi* to subsidize that. I think then; ,s ti real difference between little children going lo a child rare center 

where they’re too young to gel religious instruction, or kills giang in a t athulic univereity Fur eirumpte. when I went tv Gcuigetvwn, there were 

ahemanvex to the theology rcquirvmcni for non-cmbolic students, ihure t> a ditlercncu tn that, m people going to public schools where they as a pm 

of their metrurtmn get gvlijpouc

The second issue ia . practical problem fot me. jiurvly pracHcal. lire Umlcd Mates is spending, contrary to myth, less of it, income on public 

ediK-atioa, tlvii i. em k througi, 12 cducuium, tntin nine other (outlines already. Unlike lhc« nine couiilric.s that are spending a higher |>crrenllgc of 

their inoime. we have more poor kids and g.caut diversny and more difficult**. I simply don't Hunk we have the money And wv also have tfrajllC 

inequalities, you know, m funding of pui.bi- education. I simply don't ilmik we have the money to divert many tesourtvs away fiom dur obligation lu 

.mpnwu the public education a>Mcm. And I belivre with public Mhoul choice, with dramatic rcstnicturing of tire schools -

Ry the way. I think we have
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CNS: Fred Kammer?

Cl ml on' Uh huh You know him?

CNS; I've spoken with him on the phene.

Hu 40th binhday, eepliining how proud he wtts tnitt he had kept ell of his vew» «» u priest end whet e»ch of them hmJ nwum t.> him .w.r

CNS: !>o yt»u hiiv® a favorite S*ripturul pciMMigef Xomi?ihin|* that means a UM to yt»u?

M-NMm wr rri»;i, Itul »<«»

CNS: Ihank yvu very much, Ge* Clmion

in dcelii $ with the

in m

CNS: One quetuon I didn't |;ct to is about Haitian refuse pohvy.

Clinton: 1 want to answer thm. I um opposed to th: Bush acmmistraiion policy and I don't think we ought to be shipping those people bm<

7

Clinton: He's a wonderful man. On: of the best letters 1 ever got in my ttfc was a letter I rcd Kammer wrote Io his fnends when he we, 40 

years old. on

the course of his life. ]l wns the most overwhelming letter. Hillary and I icad it ond just wept

Clinton: J must say that one of the th.ngs I've really apprecimud as I've dealt with different groups of pro l>fe |K:..ple amend il« ssn-mry. K 

of all (he jicvple that I've dealt with, Hie (atlHilks ai d Hie 1'et.lM.vMals have ticeu Hie imwi ninsiMeiit, uim my |">ml uf »ivw.

ny crowds, I always try to treat them with great nn.pecl beeausa I have so 

. But the t jtlsilks and the I'eiilcnrsials haw been the num omsislenl lieiause limy have put themselves on the line foi 

than politire with the Cjoh<ili< Churrh tun it also is with the. fcnlmawials. That's really impressed me. And I think Hull'.

unlii we know we hove done everyth ng we can tc restore democracy in

a dcmocntiic government that observes human rights and freedoms 1 have opjHised it from day

3 I'm going to change it.

* * *

And the other thing I got out of my Calholtc tradumn is real rcspuci for lbs obl.gaimn io develop one's mind. Him ml.g.ous «mvM«m» u.wdv, 

mor> ll»n tn.yl.v,,,, ll>a< thol* is Oil •illvllav-lval •'>$«>, Ut«l ,f ,■»» |U,>» « tlUtld ,»v ll.o

■u>. I. lutart '' II'.Clinton A lot of them Galauanv d:9 "Let vs not grow wyaty while doing g.v>d for in dm- 

a wonderful Scripture.

c-bligmion t« Uavatop it, to laarn to think »nd ■» tovow thing, 

and then to .« on those things more powerfully because you know more and because you can think better. IhaC. .omdtung the Jemals did for mu w.

much »» anything elre.
I loved Georgetown. I love the Jesuits. You know one of my good friend* to this day is a Jesuit priest who

1963. he didn't go to Georgetown, but we went io Y»le Usw ixhool with me.

Ilti'ti. cither with Aristide und the coulition governncni or in Mima other Risliior, 

one und I strongly opitose il mid if I’m elected on \'ov.

that

{tosition of Ihetr cause. And reully, unytima I huvs pro life demonsttutor, 

much rvs|Kcl for lheir ptisilioii. ,

adoption. So thal it's much more

important.

1 went to Ikiy's Nation wuk in

my Catholic training more Ihun from me Buptist Church, which is notch mnra noted in Hie menm that Milvaiioit is u iiuiiar uf punamul raUbumJiiy 

between an individual and God and came, w.lh il no necessary burden It. gv out into the wviltl and do things
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iiciu Saginaw, Clinton

Cl INTON-INTERVIEW Oct. 26, 1992 (1,460 words) With photos sent Oct. 21 and today.

CLIN ION SAYS LAWS ON PARENTAL NOTICE FOR ABORTION WOULD BE OK

By Patricia Zapor

Catholic News Service

FREELAND, Mich. (CNS) - States should have the freedom to require parental notification 

for abortion, Democratic presidential nominee Bill Clinton said Oct. 25 in a 25-minutc interview with 

Catholic News Service.

Clinton, who says he opposes abortion but believes il should be legal, also said he doesn’t think 

federal law should prohibit a state’s right to establish a 24-bout waiting period before an abortion may 

be performed, although he believes such wailing pci iods pose an unnecessary burden for some women. 

The Arkansas governor, a Southern Baptist who graduated from Jcstiii-run Georgetown

University, also credited his six years of Catholic education with ingraining in him a sense of moral 

obligation to try to live out religious convictions that affects his daily life.

In a wide-ranging interview at Tri-City Airport in Freeland, Mich.,

discussed:
- His college years al Georgetown and two years in a Catholic grade school.

-- His opposition to a school choice voucher funding system that includes parochial schools.

- Standards he would apply in nominating Supreme Court justices.

- His support for the death penalty.

- His support for would-be refugees to the United States from Haiti.

-- Proposals to help the nation’s poor children.

Clinton has said he would support the Freedom of Choice Act, a bill which, as introduced in 

the last session of Congress, would have prohibited slates from passing any laws restricting abortion. 

But Clinton noted that various pjoposed amendments to the bill would have given states some 

regulatory leeway.

Acknowledging that as governor of Arkansas he supported a law requiring minors to notify their 

parents before having abortions, Clinton noted, “The final form of that act (in Congress) is not yet 

clear. Before the people who support it decided not to push il in this Congress, there were all kinds 

of negotiations about what the slates should still be free to do.”

“1 think states should absolutely have the freedom to have parental notice,” he said. While he 

believes a 24-hour waiting period “philosophically, sounds like a totally reasonable thing,” it can impose 

an unfair burden on women who must tiavcl long distances in some areas of the country where there
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are few abortion clinics.

“I don’t know that federal law needs to ululate h away, bui as a practical mailer, in Hie real 

world it is a significant burden." Clinton sm'd. “In the real world there are very few people w'ho do 

that who haven’t thought about it for 24 hours.”

Clinton also said he wants pro-life Democrats to remain in the party and that he regrets the 

decision to refuse Pennsylvania Gov. Robert Casey’s request to address the Democratic National 

Convention in July.

Casey, a popular Catholic governor in a key Dumociitlic state, has urged the party 10 moderate 

its platform, which strongly opposes any regulation of abortion. Clinton was criticized at the time for 

keeping Casey off the speaker’s platform as part of an effort to present a united from favoring 

abortion rights.

According to Clinton, Ron Brown, chairman of the Democratic National Committee, based his 

decision to turn down Casey’s request on the fact that Casey had not yet endorsed the Clinton-Gore 

ticket.

“It was very frustrating to me because. 1 like. Bob Casey a lol,” said Clinton. *‘I mean I’ve known 

him for years and worked with him. And J attempted to visit with him about it. I personally had no 

problems with him talking."

Other Democrats who oppose abortion, such as Boston Mayor Ray Flynn, had time at the 

microphone and made pro-life statements, Clinton said. “But he had endorsed our ticket.”

Clinton said he would like Democrats who disagree about aboiliun to feel they can work within 

{he party to make abortions less necessary

“I want pro-life Democrats in our parly and I've relied extremely heavily on Mayor Flynn in 

this campaign for all kinds of advice on a number of issues,’’ Clinton said.

“1 don’t want to run anybody out of the party that agrees with us on more issues than they 

disagree with us on,” he said.

Catholics in particular should feel at home in the Democratic pany, even if they disagree about 

abortion, believes Clinton.

“The Democratic Patty's platforms and historic conimilmcnts are much more consistent with the 

Catholic Church’s social mission than the Republican platform's," he said. “So 1 think we should talk 

about things on which we do agree.”

He urged finding ways for people who disagree on abortion to work together to reduce their 

number. Adoption, in particular, should be more widely encouraged, he said.

Clinton said as president he would nominate Supreme C'onrt justices who agree with him that 

the constitutional right to privacy guarantees freedom Io have abortions.
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■i wouldn’t give them a laundry list of issues that (hey would have to agree with me on," 

Clinton said of judicial nominees. But “if 1 got a diance to make an appointment to the court, I’ll 

appoint somebody who is pro-choice.’’

Clinton also disagrees with the Bush administration over priorities in education.

Although he attended a Catholic grade school for two years and thinks highly of Catholic 

schools, he believes the federal government should have no part in funding them, even under a 

voudici system that lets parents choose among private arid public schools.

He supports Arkansas programs that allow state funds to be used for Child CiUC at church-rutl 

schools and at religious colleges and universities.

He said he found it rewarding to join in religious instruction as a second and third grader at 

St. John’s Catholic School in Hol Springs, Ark.

“But, 1 think that part of the mission of the Catholic schools is to cominunicate the values of 

lhe Catholic Church to children and 1 don’t think the Constitution of our country permits taxpayers 

to subsidize that,” he said.

Children’s interests also need to be belter supervised by government entities that are charged 

with protecting them, Clinton said.

Aside from approving full funding for Head Start, a pre-school preparation program for poor 

children, Clinton said he wants to pay greater attention to the medical and foster care systems for 

children.

“The (foster cure) systems uro breaking down in most states ill America as more and more kldS 

grow up in difficult family circumstances and more and more families fall into poverty and tensions 

build up,” he said.

Clinton also opposes Bush’s policy to turn back Haitians fleeing their country before they reach 

the United States, vowing to change it if elected.

“1 don’t think wc ought to be shipping those people back until we know we have done 

everything wc can to restore dcmociitcy in Haiti, with (deposed President Father Jean-bcrtranU) 

Aristide, or a coalition government or in some other fashion, a democratic government that observes 

human rights and freedoms.” Clinton said. He agrees with the use Of capital punishmcnl, but said 

he doesn’t think there’s much to be gained by extending capital punishment to more federal crimes.

Clinton supported a crime bill (hat never made it out of Congress (his session that included 

imposing the death penalty fui several additional federal crimes. He said he thought those provisions 

were secondary.

“1 supported it largely because it contained more funds to put police officers on the street and 

because it contained the Brady Bill, which would have a waiting period before people could buy
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hnnd�11ns so we <:ould check their crimmnl ,uuJ mental heHllli history and age," he said. 

T)i�cu!;Eing hi� rcligiou� heliefo, C'linto11 .mid his yea,� ,tt Ocurgewwn ten their mark. Paired with 

his Southern Daptist belief�, Clinton !laid, Iii� years of �111c.lyinB und<:r the Jesuits httve shupcd hi� scn�c 

of public duty. 

While his religious heritage c�tahlislled hi!> belief that the basis of religiou<; freedom lies in 

church-state sepurntion, Catholic influc11ccs have u11derscun.:u his sense of obligution to others. 

Jlc':s leameJ "we ,uc morally obllgctl lo try to live out our religious t.:onvic1ions in the world/'

he suicl. R�ptis.ts believe that );alv;uion it, u 11wlter of the persllm1I , �htliuushiJJ between an indiv1dua1 

and God, Clinton noted. 

Jesuits also taught him "a real rcspL:.:t for 1hc obligation tu develop unc's rninc,J," Clinton saici. 

"Religious convic1ions involve more than emotions, there i� an intellectual vigor. If you have 

a mind, you have an oblig.ition to dcvL:lop i1 lO learn to think ... and then to act 011 those things more 

powerfully hecuu:,c you know more." 

A favorite i-crip1ur:d passage is Gal 6:9, he sai<.J. ''Let us nm grow weary while doing good, for 

in due season we shall reap, hut <lo not lme hcarl ·• 

♦♦♦

4 
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CIJ ..... J'ON-INTltkVIBW <><-• z.i. l??l 11,qw wor46) Wilb p'101,-.. sc:n, ()11. 21 and 100:1y 

tl.JNTON SAYS LAWS ON PAltEl,T/\L N<Y11CJ� l'llll /\11<.>RTION WOUI.IJ 1111 UK 

lly ra1nc11 .lapor 

Celholit Jl,cws Scrv1;:,c 
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PR.llcl.ANO, Mkh (CN�) -- S11\1t" Mhvuld ha, ... the rrccoo,n tu rcqu11e J1<1rcnl¥I 1101ifit';o11on ror �lmrlloo, D11mocra1ic prc�idcn1ial nvminc:c 

llill Clinton &11M Oe1 2S in • lS-m111utc interview with Qtt .. �11· N"""" Sc1virc 

(11ntoa, who 5&)" he "f'f'06CS ahonion bu1 h.:11�.,us 11 1ho .. ld he IC&kl, ;il�o �aid he doc5n'l Ch ink rcdel'!II lnw )hauld pn1hih1t II Ualr') r,ghl IO 
('a'labfah A �-hour wl1tlnt ,,,.,.;,.., h.:leor• .,, •hvr1l1>n "'"' l•• pcrfor,11,..,, ,1lll111u�l1 h� l)�(ICVC� $111·n WMIIIO& J'ICm,d� poS(: un U0IIC('CSS/lry hurdcn for wmc 

\>Omen 
'l'h• A,t..""'' go,< ""'· • Suu1hcrn IIJJ>h•I w1111 �r11du11ell rrom Jc,u11-run Oco1,c101Vn lhivc�11y. 111� cru.hlcd his ,1K years (I( C.Slhvhr 

cduca1ion with ingra,nl�g in h,m • .en� ,1( 111111111 \Jbli1:a1,c,n 1v 1ry 10 IM.: out rchgto1,, ,·01w.c:lions 1hut �ffCft& hi� dllily hfo 
In • wlde•ran�n, lnlem,w •• '1'1i-C,1y Airiivn m I n.:cl,.ml.l. M,�h , nu1r S:ig,n�"', Uinlnn dl$CuMcd: 

Iii, tolle&c ycan. nl veorgc11,wn ;,nd 1w,1 Y,:"D In u Cathulll· 1:fdOC Mi1wl 

- llil OJIJ"->Silion 10 ;, srhcx,I chu,cc vou�he, ru,uJln� 5)'51Clll 1h111 inchi<ICS p.ir1x·ht1tl sct,OOls. 

- S11ndanb he would Jpfly in 11<>nun;,lint S11 1m:ml Omn Ju\llcn 

llis 111ppon fur the Oculh pc:nnlty • 
•• Ilic lllf>pon (or woulti-hr "''"ll<'<I ... ti,� lJnilu<l l;1g1c-:; I''"" 1111,11 

•· Pl'Of)lul& co help the na1ion'• poor rhil,l,�11 

C:linl<> .. h•• .... 1<1 h< .... ul;I •"I'!'"" ·� l'rocoo,u "' �=n111(l' l\fl. 3 hill whrcn, as 111110\l�ccJ ill tile l,1sl i.c,,ion or Cun�rcss, would have proh,h11c1J 

,11«c• fn,m "*"ing 11ny In- rc1o1rining abo,1mn. 111,1 Clinton ,11,1nl lh,11 vniou� prup<oM:d �11,cmJmcnu lo lhc hill would ha"IC i;1vcn SIIIC� �nm11 n•j! 1lalOr) 

leeway. 

AclnOW1ctJa1ng th�1 "" �lwcrno, "' /\rkun= h� ,uppuncd ;i 11 ... •�1111mng m111t111. 10 notiry !heir parents l>Cfrlrc h1,vini; ahortlo,u, ('t,n•11n "'"�<1.

"l'hc f1rM1I form or 1h01 Pct (in Cungrcu) i, mu y,:1 1·1c..r. ncrruc lhc l)('llplc w>,\I .uppml ii dcrnltll not co p..sh 11 ,n 1h,� Cong�. 1herc were .ill kindJ 

o( ncg,)liaht>nJ abnut wh:tl lhC> ",, .... •h\luhl llill IIC rn;c Ill tJo ..

"I 1hin� 1t1Cu ,h,1uld nhi<>h•1dy h•vc 1hg r,c,·Jw11 11• h,,vc pa,cntNI nvtkc." 11c "'"d. While he tlchcvc, .i 24-lh"iur wJ111ng pcrioJ "ph1lowphlrally. 

l()Ul'fids: like • IOU,Jly t"C-C\S,01\tbk lh1nt,," ,1 , ... n ,mrc,,u· an v1,f• r ltvr..ion n,, W'\101\:-n who nlwat 11e1,cl hmi \11).l��nc;c� ,n �C\lllt i:HCiU• Of 11,c cuunlf) where 

«here 8rt few 1t)ort1on tlininl. 

"I .Jun't """"' th•• rc.du·"I 1� .. u«:J, 1v rc�ul••e II �wuy, llul �� u pr�r11r,1 111u11rr. ,n 11\1' rcul wurld 11 I� " wi;n1f1rant burden," C1i1t(1n ��i<.I, 

"Ir\ lhc- �Ill world lhe,c nc v•ry few f>CO1>lc wh,i do lhQ1 ,.1,., h�v1,n'1 1ho..11h1 .it•UUI ii for bl hll\l� '' 
<.1tn1on 11,.., u,c, nc, w:inl• pm-lilc Damncrnis 1.; •�111M111 in 1hc p&11y 111111 lhlil nc ,-cgrc11 the dct�1<•n lo rcru.1c P,;nn,y,vania (lov. Rvl)(n 

Cuc)•', rcqu.i�• ti., ftddl'C$$ the l)eni.xu,111· Na1ionul C'.r,nvc1,11t,m In Jul), 

CMcy, ;, f'C'f'llllf C.oiholir gc,vcrnur ,n o key lllmc,<ri\11< ,tu1<:, IU1> \11):CJ 1l•c Jl,lrly t:, 11\l'ldef:tlC II> plalfOtnl, wl11t•h SllOll&ly Up�� UI) 

rcr,ulalinn ,,r 11t><>r1ion. Clinmn w.,� 1111i,·11,-I m 1hc 111\IC '°' �<C,1111� I i•�cv orr ,he H><S,11.01'• ,,1.,hmn '" I'"" "' �n offcu, IC• l"'"un1 0 Ulllf"d ''""' 

favoring 1t-.onion ril(Jll� 
/\rrorclinjl In ChnlOII, ltun llr<>wn, ('h�umnn nl "" 11e.,,,.., .. ,, .. l\'.,111-,11�1 (\imn>IIIOC, ,,,,,..,,., hi• de,-, ...... 1\1 IUIII llv-.n (..:"4:f� request on Inc 

f11.r1 lh"I t'U.C)' had r\l)I )'Cl c11d,�r:.cll the Oi,uun·( iorc 1i1'l1·1 

"Ii ..,., ,·cry '"'�'"'""!: 10 "'� ""•""'" I ••�� 11 ... 1, <·.,,..,, • ..,,, ... -..10 (.11�1t11 · 1 mc�n I vc l.nuwn him for t•·.ir� ind work�<.1 wilh him. !\nil I 

•ucmplcd to .,,,_i, whh him 11..,u, ti, I 1,c11,on�lly hnd n<> p,vt1Jcm� """ lum l�lkin11,." 
01hcr Oemocrau whn 1•pf'O'C ahun•on, ,uch ..,, lk1�1�,n Muy11, Ray l'lynn. hM,I l1111c al lhc microphone ana ,m,oc pn>-lifc $1CIICIIICOI�. Clinton 

'81\l. "ilul he had endorsed our 11rlc:." 
r'hnton iaid he wo11ld like Dun><><'r�•• ,.ho uls.i;,to •hou, 1h11r1Jo11 111 r,LI they c�n wo,i w11hin the pion> lO nia�c ahQ1h011� ICM ncrc$.�1ry. 

"I want pr\>-lifc l)c,nuaJt• '" Cll•r """Y •nd I'"" ,cllcJ C�HCOlCly hc�voy on Ml,>"11 i'ly1111 In lhl� ran,prilen fnr ... �in<I• ul �l.lvfoc (11I a numl•�r 

of i�uc,." Oinmn said. 

•'I don't """'nl lo Nn ,snyht"'(ty 0 .. 1 of tt,c: pa,ty tlu1t utrnrY w11h 1h <)n more: ,,.,� ... 4.1► ,hun 1tu .. y di�nt,tC\:o v.hh u� (11\, • 11-:. lhlhJ. 
C:11holic� in paMi�ulnr •hoi,ld foci "' homo 111 1hc llen1o,;-r11111· lklrl)', even ,1 ,1,1:y llh,.tgrcc •h<>ul •bunlcn, 1:>C:licv1:-, Clinion 
0"11\c Dcn'14lt",..I� ·••rty•, rJr11foY,l\11 111nJ ht•to,;1,. �·um ,,um9n, .. a,c. .. ,.,,1, UIVI\." l\tll),l�lCIU Y..11n lhC (.a1nou� l.OUh"'h'' �Ot'ltlf mi6.\100 lhan lhc 

llcr1•blic1n pl•t(nrm',." he ni<l. "So I 1'1111� WC �huultJ 1111k �\>11111 lhi,11,� \Ill whllll Wt <Jo atrcc" 

lie uri;�d Ondlllt, -�'I" '"' ,,uplc wt,n U"'1£,I\CC \II\ ut�•nK>n 10 '"" .. ll>l(Clhcr 10 ••\lure lhdr numhc(. /\doptlor., Ill pulirul,r, should l11; mvrc 

wtllc:ly cnl'O\lrtl&cd, he AKI 



307CNS-CATHOLIC NEUS14:3108/06/93

CN.S . VJilhofac News Senice

I'Ot b

have no part in funding (hem, even under a voucher system that lets parents chtxtsc among private anti public Mhools.

2

He supports Arknnsas programs thru ..n,™ uale funds iv bo used |Vr child rare at ctiuieb-iun schools and at religious Colleges and universities. 

Ik said he found it rewardmg to join in religious instruction as a second and third grader al St. John's Catholic School in Hot Springs, Ark.

CNS: A little bit of old history, but it's still of interest U> our readers, who are. the mrijnruy, Catholic newepapen. in thin country. Why ’vasn‘1 

Gov. Casey given a forum at the Dcinixiaiit convention.'

•n;xT ci.irnxjN <xi. zn. tm (a.rw wows).
Ileic. is the transcript of a Caiholic News Scivn'c interview wilh llcmocralic presidential candidate Bill Clinton, 

conducted by CMS fcdeial iv|K>rtcr Patricia Zapor at lhe In-C Ky Airport in h'rceland Oct. 25 while Clinton was Campaigning ill the

I'RIililAND. Mich (CNS)

i he interview wuk

Saginaw area.

Clinton: Well, the people who were running the coiiviniiim, and 1 musi say this issue was not brought directly lo me, if it had been 1 miglil’vc 

ntadu <> different deeUon. I>ut I wauled - lUiy I’lynn s[K>kc. who is very strongly pn> blc and made some pro-life stalcmcms. But he had endorsed out 

ticket Jesse Jackson spoke from a different pcispcctive. and you know we‘d been sort of estranged, hut he had endorsed our ticket

At the time the convention occurred, Gov. Casey hud mil yet endorsed the ticket. So. the chairman of the party decided that he Shouldn’t make 

a position for him. it was very frustrating to me 'cause 1 like Bob Casey a lol I mean I've known him for yean and worked with hint. And 1 allfimptetl

chance to make an appointment to the Court

Clinton also disagrees with the Buf.li udminisiraiion

heart."

♦ ♦♦

Friday, August 6, 1WJ

ciiniiin Mid ** picsidcni he would nominntc Supreme Cuun justices with agree with him that the conslilulional right to privacy guarantees

freedom to have abortions.

t wouldn't give them a laundry list of issues that they would have to agree with me on," Clinton Mid of judicial nominees. Bui “if I 

:, I’ll appoint somebody who is pro-choice..”

owsi piiuniics in cducaim

Although he. attended a Catholic guide school for two ycaia and thinks highly of Camotic u.h«il«, he bclkvta the fvdeiMl government Should

“But, i think that F.rt of the of the caitiotic miukhs is to communicate inc values of the Caiholic Church lo children and I don’t think

the Conaiiiution of our country permits taxpayers tv subsidize that," he said.

Cniwren't Interests also need to be better sttpciviiwd by government entities Dial arc charged with prolccliilg them, Clinton said.

Aside from appntving full funding for Head Stan, a prC-Khool picpantlion program for poor children, Clinlon said he wants to pay greater 

antmiion to the medical and foster care systems foi children.

"’lhe (foster care) systems are breaking down in iniwt states in America as more and mom lids grow up in difficult family cinumamnccs mid 

more and more families full into poverty and tensions build Up," lie said.

Clinton also opposes Bush's |X>liry to turn iwk Haitians fleeing thuir couni ry buibre they reavli ibv Uiiiti d Stales, vowing IO change t| n circled. 

"I don't think we ought to be shipping those jicople back until we know we have done everything we can to restore democracy in Haiti, with 

(drprwa Pweirtent Father j«An lleriiumi) Arbtidc, or a ivulitioii government or in some other lashion, a democratic government that observes human 

rights and freedoms." Clinton uaid. Hu agrees with the use of cupilal punishmem, hut said he doesn’t think there's much lo be gained by extending 

capital punishment to more rcdcral crimes.

Clinton supported a crime bill that never made ii nut of Congress this session tnai included imposing the death penalty for several additional 

federal crimes. He said he thought those provisions were secondary.

"I supported it largely Iwcuusc it contained more funds to pul police officers on lhe street and be.iaii«‘ it contained the ibady Bill, which would 

have a walling period before people could buy handguns so we could cheek their criminal and mental itcallh history and age," he said

DitCuuing his religious beliefs. Clinlon said his yrurs »i Georgetown lufi thuir mark. I'mred wilh his ftouthvin Bupiisl beliefs, (.lintoil said, his 

years of eludying under the Jesuits liave shajtcd his sense uf public duly.

Whits hit religious hcritagv eeiobiii.iwd his belief itmt ihc. basis irf religious freedom lies in church-stale separation. Catholic influences have 

underMvred his sense of obligation to others,

He's ivattreil -we are morally obliged to uy to live out our tcligious convictions m lire world." he said Baptists believe that salvaiion is a baiter 

of the personal relationship treiwccn an individual and God, < liniiin noted.

Jesuits also taught him "a real respect (or lire obligation io develop one s mind," Clinlon said.

“Religious convictions involve more than emonoro, there is an intellectual vigut. II you have » mind, you have an ohligntinn to develop it to 

lesrn to think .. and then lo net on those things more jiowcrfuliy bccni.se you know mine."

A favorite scriptural passage is Gal ft:9. Ire said, "lei us mil grow weary while doing good, lur in due senson we shall reap, bul do not lose
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iw.lkjr Um Ron urvwn though! we ought Io JollOw and in (hat cuw,

CNS: 1’artly bceauw of that incident and

should be, it should not be quite so restrictive.

Clinton: I don't want to run anybody Out of the parly that agrees with

«IK I tniri Rfty V^ynn vpokc and <1

on whether we could break the precedent of kiting mihwoiic speak at the convcntior who had not

all resolved

CJJS: Whai else would you do then to try to dissuade ilmi noiion that there isn't

abortion?

•u know, in mewl of me ycais inai i nave been governor, the number ol abortions have gone down over the previous year. Ihcrc

crowd and she hod a pro-chuitx sticker on. Hut she was holding this baby of another

something 1 wish I was involved with liiciu in

CNS: As governor, you supported a parental notification l>ill

(.'Union: I did support that

eve,, Un- ACl.tr Miys would make n un|K>ssiblc to have such laws us parental

Clintun: Well, what the final form of that act wilt be is not yet clear. I mcitn, before the (xtopic who supjxnted it decided not to push it tn

i

me. But I had supported the policy when it was developed. 

But I really litre Casey, ano I respect Ins convictions and I hope

Clinton Well, he said publicly, you know, ‘ ' 

party not offering him e forum. Dut I think, thut'a the 

issue to

CNS; Have you «..kd it between you? Have you spoken about it? lJo you (Ut like you've come to an agreement of some sort with each other?

to, you I'rtiwv, Visit with him about ir * ■ ■ ...

extremely heavily on Mayor Bynn in this campaign for all kinds ol advice 

a related way was realty moved by the ankle (hat Gov. Cuomo r------

arguing for a common effort by Amenntns who are p.o-ltfe and pro-choice to reduce the number of abortivn/in Amcritt, 

So | regret what happened. I still, you know, in terms of Uuv. Casey, 'cause | rca|ly )ikc him 811d rd ||ke hivC

various other things, a couple people haw said that it's getting real hard lo casl a vole for a Democrsl 
without also by implication casting a vote fot pro choice. Obviously from what

Ily Iwn ri-viHimcs. frankly. Onv is iullt about all the. o|) winch

are much more consistcm with the Catholic Church's social mission (han 

Ihiuga on wliirli do agree. And the secund thing, ) think that we should do what 

— — --uw w ■■ w- • ’ a w.-rl can work logclhcr to reduce (he number 

was 
oh, I don't know, a eoupk months ago, which documented Ihttl 1 think (here were only (wo of 

...J over the previous year. And 1 think that you do that by promoting adoption and doing whitl

> you know.

you sttv you don't necessarily think ihat'x the way the Democratic Party

we can find ways io work logclhcr.

people? like her who nCttl

interesting thing She basically looked back longingly ul the pro-life, demonsnators all the way on the Other side of the crowd and she said thal's 

doing. ( really think thal’s what we ought tu do. I'hosc arc the two things that J would say (o pro-life 

Democrats about why they shouldn't necessarily leave the Dcnxx iatit Parly,

us on more issues than (hey disagree with us on. And I think the -• 

vary .mpuxvioiKd p.o-hfe iviiiuxiu, unougii tils remarks. Ann I would - 1 iinnk the decision was solely based 

ycl committed to support the ticket. And I hope ii’s

room in the Democratic 1’arly for people who disagree about

he's going n, support the tiekei, but I think, you know, I don't know how he feels aboul the national

no one really brought (he

Friday, August 6, 1993

:i‘'..I2'T.Ily hl‘.annh,n' t“lki'’8 ' Wan' PTO-Ii(c Dcm,s in our P”1* a"d 1 'hmk I've relied 

n number of issues And I’ve done my best |p make thai deal I also in 

wrote m Hw New York Times noi very long ago, I don't know if you Mw it, basically

an amazing encounter with a woman in Cedar 

at the tiurl- of the cromd and she war in front uf the 

race - she was white and the kid was African-American, (his little 
Kiri had AIDS and she had adopted this child ..f another sutre. And she tulkud about hu, commitment to trying to get - (u adopt problem Children 

because she had done th.s and that she wished she .ould be part of a common effort to try to promote the norion ol adoption, lo let people know ihm 

th.™ ,v.rO poopU I.!.. h<:r who „ail, „UK)i„ (|lvbl llljw,j.|| ,,1R) !>he in()UJ.B1 !!,.,( rc(Jurc (h(. numbcr ()f abr)t.(i0|,$ wHch j thougJ,| an

f'NS- Hut you ako cuppurl the I'recvliim of Qtwlvv Au, v>t>k|| 

notification.

Clinton I think the beat thing that we could do is - ] think there .mi 

we do agree I mean, the Democratic Party’s platforms and historic commitments

the Republican platform An.t I think we elx.uld tjvlk about those C '

Mario Cuomo suggested and try «.> find ways that [leoplc who disagree over what the law should be on abortion 

of atari V*» *

a chan just printed in the Arkansas Dctiiiantl, about, <

the last eight years that the number of abortions increased

you can to reduce unwanted pregnancies. 1 Hunk that we ought to have a cunrened cllort on (hill.

I remember, and this incident has been quoted elscwlrerc, but 1 want to rcixttu about it. I had 

Rapids, low*, in front of Quaker Oats ai iliis rally, and there were a lot ol pin bic demonstrators
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.11 M.,*, uf a^ttattoM annul what the Mates should Mill be free (o do, including that. I think states should absolutely have

CNS: What about some other nstrictionK W-liuur waiting period, things like lltai

about lilt M-hour waiting’ period is philosophically, it sounds ii>!O a toi.lly reasonable tiling, But as a

are very many people who ever go through an atxirtion who haven't thought about il for 24 houre, No.
1. And No. 2, since only 17 percent of the eoumiiw today, according to the Tims or Newsweek, stuiy on ubvniOll -•

CMS: 'Ihcrc mAny cliiiku -

CNS: Hut if a nominee disagreed with you on that mca and you were basically in line on others, that wouldn't necessarily be a rcquircmcnt

that would keep somebody on or off the court?

appointing botmonv io the Supiviiitr CX»uH tlirft UlUlH iHillCVC In IhC ConstHuiloriH) light Ip priVACy.

:y piesidcnt throughout histuiy wirimut exception has had some so-called litmus tcsl, even though J don't think it’s

•v.r e good ide. f.>r . prwtdc.ii u, mi dvwn and interview a prospective judge and ask (hem, "Well, what would you du in Ihis case, that ease and the

the rcnnsyivania law. for example, on how they reel about this restriction or that one I wouldn’t do llial.

punishment is applied in tltC U b.?

because the average capital punishment case lakes almuM eight yeai-s to work its way through the courts. And I'owell argued that that was loo long, but

4

CNS: A quick change <>f subject. 'Ibcrc arc a couple- things we can breeze through ijun’kly. You support capital punishment, yet you're ceilaillly 

aware that it's inequitably imposed on poor nr>n-u-l>ii>-s nuu-h more man for any other meud vr income groups, wiiui would you do to change how captlal

Clinton: I think that we ought to mnkc sure that people who are charged with crimes for whirl) ilicy can be executed have better lawyers at 

tin- trial level and at the appcnis level You know, ict.ied Justice I’owell headed a commission lo look al the appellate prtxcss in criminal capita) cases.

I do think that we should do more (o promote ... M-rviecs as m slu-rnaiive. I think jx-opk need |o know in iliis country mat there SIC

caring, loving people out there who don't have childtcn who would low lu have children, who will adopt children I don’t know that any place has dune

thM; Congroai there i

the freedom to have parental notice.

Clinton: I'hc thing thpt bothers me c* 

practical matter, people don’t, 1 don't think there

Clinton: Yeah, there aren't many clinic* anymore doing it. For people whu have limned means and who come in from a long way away, who 

by definition have been thinking about il lt.nwvcr long n tea* them to gel from where they live to where they go, it can impose a significunl burtlon 

cm their ability to have access to whai other people could, maybe jusi because they live down the street from a clinic. So that’s my only problem with 

th™;. I don't know that federnl law needs to regulate it away, but I jusl think that as a practical matter, in the n »l world it is , significant burden. In

Other thing?" J would never do that.

But, I mean, lor example. I can't imagine a president lifter 19M), for example, apjiuiiiiing a justice to the Supreme (.Xnirt who didn't believe 

m the 14th Amendment, that is, requiring the integration of public schools. Just fur an example. So. ihal s an important thing io me, But I'm nol going

to fiit around und give anybody n lest on

at gnrxi n job with thm as they should. Bui I think thai is s more lhiimiuciIVC tiling IO 00 than to lOCus on the waiting period, given the practical 

circumstances of must people's conditions in America.

Clinton' Well, 1 would huvn n diTficvh tiw« 

ItarauM*. I believe in that. I think evux’

that. I

the real world there are very few people whu do that who haven't thoughl about it for 24 hours.

CNS: Would your nominations to federal courts 01 itw Supreme Gouri - would you requite that the nonuncci agree with you on political issues 

like abortion?

Clinton: 1 wouldn’t give them u laundiy liai of puKcdure-s dial they would agree with me on. But I have said that I think that given the fact 

that there are four justices on the court who have ridiculed lh<: ruling in l<iv v, Wade, and that w0 now hove a Rupubliran platfouu whiu-li calls for 

an outright ban on all abortions, and they've 1Uii on four different ptalfortns now comtllilling them to appoint only judges Io ail benches who arc 

committed m reprAl n,v vr wBdc, then i thought ,c i g >i u chance n> uuiku un apjxiiutnwni io the court 1 ought to apjXiint somebody who was 

pro-choice. Not someone J gave 10 questions to answer about "How do you feel about every last issue," but at least someone who believed lhat lherc 

vre. a coasriiuiiunnt ,ighi ui privacy - wliien a wt ot people don't believe Ihai there is one, that encompasses a right to choose - and I do. .So I would 

do rry best without giving somebody a JCkqucstiun interview to appoint someone whu hud expressed the belief lhat the right to privacy is in the 

LonMilulion.
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l»<*yere. So his argumcni was that we should accelerate somewhat the rrimiiial appeals process, but in return for that

demmstrate that it hnd imposed a highci standard (or what kind of legal assistance someone who could be executed got

CNS: Would your policies encourage more widcvpicad application vf the death penalty for fedvrul crimes?

(Iininn- oh. I'm not aii hung ur no that, i supported itiia reuviut viime itiu mat was iititnisiercd to death. Hut I supported it largely because

be left io the states and thm the capital punishment provisions in the federal crime bill will have a marginal effect, al most on the crime problem in

<m> I think that frankly that has been way overemphasized at the federal level. Uy and large, the capital punishment issue as it affects most people in their

lives is one that's going to be rcMilvn.d nt itic stale level.

CNS: 'Pheru's been a lot «f talk in yuur campaign about improving children's lives. What's the lltp side of your Illi single, “full funding for Head

Start’?

Clinton; You mean, what else would we do?

CNS: Right

5

CNS: Along the lines of children and education, you op[>osc I’rcsident Hush's educaiion voucher plan, where it includes the non public schools. 

How do you led about tax credits for parents with children in non jiublic SChtxrlS?

it Ctwinined more fundt to put (mlice officers on the sired and because ii contained the Brady Bill, which would have a waiting pcruxl before jxawpfc 

wuld buy handgun. « wv vvuid check iiiiilr criminal and mental health history and age. Bui I think capital punishment decisions by and large should

vib wv uiovv tvwiird u uiiivcrsrti Jiudlui itiiv bybicm — ihai is, one in w/lic!)

t'nday, August 6, 1993 

that pan Of the. .niMti that ii look so long »nd that we had so many appeals was the uneasy reeling that die judicial system has that m> many people

<'J in ton- I rt** talk about two or thryn nihnr things. I ihink 

cvcrytvody gem some coverage - | think we need to focus on young mothers and their children first 1 think that if we can improve the primary and 

preventive kaalih cor® cyetem tn ihis ccvouy, w«. cun Juwei infant monalliy, tower the low birth weight rale, which is quite high in this country and 

improve the mental and physical development of children as tltcy start school, I think that is very, vety important.

'ihe other thing 1 think we need to do is to take a Itard look nalionally tti something that I’ve grappled with in my state, with mixed results, 

and that is the whole system we have foi dealing with abused and neglected dnldicii, you know, the foster care system, working wilh kids when they stay 

in the homes. The systems arc breaking down in mosi states in America as mote and more kids grow up in difficult family circumstances and more and 

more families fall into poverty and tensions build up. And the way Hint the federal government works now with regard to that aspect of children’ll needs 

is that essentially the federal contribution to programs that deal with abused and neglected children is more iimiicd than the federal contribution to deal 

with children's health needs IhiOuglt Medicuid. for example., >■» Ilu-y'u- inorc limited than fvderul conlr>t>ulivns to the I lead Stun piiigiatn. So thdl tflCfC 

is this real uneven pattern which has gotten aggravated by the state budgetary problems m most stales because most states have had to lake more and 

more monvy >.wny from pnrxchiK>l education und more and more nw.ty fiom tliosc things that (leal with the Medicaid problems. 'chUSC of the explosion 

in the health care rolls in America for poor |Xt>plc.

Auuilici tiling I'ti rosily like to loot.' nt is to see what we cuu du io strengthen the foster care systems in America, Strengthen the adoption 

systems and to help the states get in a position where they're making belter judgments about when llicy keep children in lamilics and when they should 

Ire removed from fnmilics. Htose arc the louglic.vi calls you have to niiike,

If you interview most children, most children would laihci May wiih their family even in an abusive situation than hi', extruded, 'lliis young 

child that filed a lawsuit to stay wiih his adopted family, that's liasicitlly the exception rather Ilian the rule and that kid had been jacked around something 

terrible in his life. J wns very sympathetic with him, but in our Cspcric.nni thal c ili<- exception not the rulu. And I must lull you, I think that of till till' 

derisions made by governments in this country that those are the touglresl calls. I mean, when you sec these kids, you see parents that are in trouble, 

should they he left in rhe home? Should ih®> bt> lukvu out of the home? If ihcy'ic lull in the home, what killd Ot support C«n you give II1C iKlffiC IO 

make sure the kids arc not abused and neglected? I'hosc arc me tough tilings I d really like to see us make some progress on as a country,

who gel sentenced l<> death don't have the same shot m the courts as those who beat the death penalty because their upbringing (unintelligible) belter

every stale would have to

the United .States 1 don't think that’s one of the most important puns of that bill And I'm nol hung up on that. I do think the money tha| was ill 

that bill for local police officers and the Biady hill and the provisions for speeding up the criminal’s appeals process in a fair way were good ones. I'd 

like to see. thnt stuff enacted. 1 don'i have any punicular problcui with the capital punishment provisions of that bill, but if you read them, while there 

are a whole bunch of them, they would have very limited application to the problems lhat most Americans face in terms of their safety and m-.rurity.
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1 believe in Catholic education. 1

'»

thing is not whal Bush

I have a voucher syvtvm

CNS: So what’s so different altoui elementary mIkk>Is?

Clinton: Ihcrc arc

6itut<.i diversity and more difficulitcs. I simply don’t Hunk we have the money. And we also haw drastic

the public schools. Part of that is the public schools have u> deal with the federal grams and deal with the -

public funds to privoiv purposes Fvi ihvsv two ivasons. I oppose me uush plan and the lax credits.

wdh

separation between church and state is whai guarantees
the rrtigiour rKodcim of Ai| pt„pU. ihnc4 ...... . lvaJly deeply mgramce in the history ot the Baptist Church in America, going back lo ns

think, is iiiaiiirc:.tcd in two ways, 1 irst of all, a real sense that we are morally obliged to ley lo

6

were private but non-scclariitn
limited number of poor kids were able lo go rather than the public schools But the Milwaukee

screw Incise, they said, iuire you ore, you’ve never had j 
toreign language, you’re at the Ccoificiown School of Foreign Service, you u: a Southern Baptist who’s hardly been oui of Alkmisui. 1 told them, ) said - 

- But I had those four years of I min whirl, <pu<liri,.’d me io go io a Cmnohc university.

From my Southern Itapt st homage, J have a deep belief that the i irat Amciiilmcitl

jiurcty practical. Ilw United Mmes is spending, contrary lo myth, less of its income on public 

nine countries that arc spending a higher |K:rrentagC of

edwatud by Jesuits at Georgetown. I low do those two influences affect your outlook on life and your 

into play in your day-to-day administration?

CNb: You’re a Southern Baptist who 

administration’? Will these come
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his idea of giving everybody a certain amounl of money and

By the way, I think we have ;  -■

which is the biggest one in the couittiy, ) think. Ibe administrative

example, when I went tv Gumgeluwii, there were

.mpnwe the public education ayaicm. And I belie-™ with public schwl choice, wtlh dramatic restnicturing of the schools -

a lol IO learn from the Caihulh- sclioul systems. You look at the Gatholic school system in Chicago, lor example, 

................ .. ’ ------ - f*!* of operating lhal M-hixd system arc roughly S percent of the cwt uf adminisiuiing 

■ but basically that shows you what we could 

vchucl sysiemx A|)J r.viu iiw Catholic .-K-liool sySIwus. But I don’t think that we Gm as a prat'lli'ill mallei - 

I certain rulurnt strategics that arc proven - I don't think we can afford in be diverting

schools in Milwaukee where u

IS proposing.

Fhe two problems I have with it are these; No I, as opiwscd io lire voucher syMcm for child cure, which, in Arkansas,

in (he country. 1 think, lo pul one in for child Care. We Jet working people lake their vouchers and lake 

care centers. Our state program in Arun,,™,, whim I strongly supported, given out statu iwlH.Urships for people 10 go to college

school and I know this - I liked it and ) partici|iaied willingly in the religious mstiucliun and I was very much rewarded lor it even though I wtwn'l a 

Catholic. Bui J think that a part of the nramion of the C atholic schcxtls » to cvmmume.nu the values of the church to the. ch.lrlrrn and 1 don’t think the 

country permits taspayum i<> subsidize that, | think thutu ts a real difference: between little children going lo a child care center 

where they’re too young to get religious instruction, or kids going in a Catholic university j’ur

non-(.atbi>lic students, ihurc’s a ditlercncu in that, tn people going to public schools where they as a pan

see her and in my mind I got reiidy to see 

went tv a catholic grade school lor two yean- and il

two things different about elementary and secondary scluxils, purticularty elementary schools. One is, 1 went lo ■ Catholic

I a

at home that I put in. We were the first state 

their kid* lo chureh chili! r —  

to private or public schools, including church-related universities,

it.u tuition <»* ctcUHs or tttu Bush proposal, which is dilTcrcnt, by the way, from what hapitened in 

a judgment about a particular school system, the Milwaukee school system, that it was scnously deficient And 

the c.tholie *0,001* in Milwaukee had vacated all these buildings and moved out to the suburb*, basically. And there

Constitution of i>ur

do. We havr n lot (o learn from ihn piivaiM ' 4

- given the fari thnt we know we could fix the public schoob with

Her name Sister Mary Antal* and she Iivcn with r ‘ * * '

nominated with a picture of her when she was leaching me and a picture of her today So 1 got lo sori of 

her. She was a terrine teacher. I loved her. Of reuire." I went to Georgetown, a* you know. But 1 

was one of the most rewarding cxpsricncw of my life.

1 hu.w the Colliding conwrnv abovi

Milwaukee In Milwaukee, the state made

Clinton: Yes. You know, when I showed up at Geotgclinvii, they thought I had a

School of Foreign Service, you'ic a 

nu lo

alternatives to the theology requirement for

of their inatructinn get religious instnu-uon.

The second issue is a practical problem foi me 

education, Him b Mii K ihrough 12 education, (titin nine Other couiiliic* aliwtdy. Unlike thOSC

their income, we have more poor kids and

tnequaltbes, you know, in fundmg of public cducutton. 1 simply don’t thmk we have the Money to divert many resource* away from our obligation lo 

Ifflpn’ve lhe public education And 1 believe with rsuhlir Krkiuit rhm AA 1 U - la... ■>. >. 1 ■ A -.2 — .t s I

founding.

Bui the Catholic InOuCnie on me, litmkty. I

live out our religious convu-tion* in the world, that om obligation to social mission is connected to religious life. And ) believe lhal. That I got out uf

Clinton: I think it', about t|lr. Mmc thing. Tin: tax credits arc aboul (he same as

letting them take it to -

Ul me explain where I’m coming from on (his. I’d like to talk about this a little bit. especially to your rcildcn.

1 believe in Catholic education. 1 went to a Catholic school. 1 was st Spimgficld. Mo„ (he other (light al my rally ihey had a terrific rally in 

Springfield .And the nun who taught me in the second and Hurd grade came up to me at lhe rally. 1 had not seen her since, in IX year*.

an order in Springtickl. Mn And it was wonderful. She hud sent me a ivtu-i when 1 got
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mon;

CNS: Fred Kammer?

Clirtiom tjh huh Ynu know him?

CNS: I've spoken with him on the phone.

CNS: l>o you have u favorite Scriptural p.-tssage? Something that means a lot to you?

iuil ito lull I.'«■ Ikimi-I " ll\

C'NS: Jlrnnk you very much, Gov Clinton

CNS: One question I didn’t get to is about Haitian refugee polity.

7

my Catholic training more than from (he IJuplist Church, whn-h is much more rooted in die inition that salvation is a mailer of puraonal rulationsliip 

between an individual and God and carries with it no neevsMiry burden Io ru out into the world and do things.

position of lheir cuusc. And reully. anytime I httve pro life demoiiMrulors m my crowds, I alwuyt, try Io treat them with great respect Ihm-uumi I have m> 

much reapci'l for their [xisilion. But lite Catholics and the I'cnlccoslals have been the ntos.1 consistcitl because they have pul themselves Oil the line for

Clinton: 1 must say that one of the things Fve really appreciated as I’ve dealt with different groups of pro life people around the counity, is 

tliat of all the |>coplc lhal I’ve dealt with, the Catholics and the Pentecostals Imw been the inosi etirisislem, rtoui my ptini of view, in dealing with the 

Clinton: A Jot of them Gaiatianv 6:9. "l.ci os not grow w.rtiry while doing good for in due vmison we sh.ll r>-»p, 

a wonderful Scripture.

Clinton: He’s a wonderful mon. One of the best letters 1 ever got in my life was a letter Fred Kammer wrote Io his friends when he was 40 

years eld, on his 40th birthday, explaining how proud he was that he had kept all of his vows us u priest and what utK’h of them hud nwuni to him over 

the course of his life. 11 wns (he most Overwhelming letter. Hillary and I read it and just wept

adoption. So lhal it’s muc h more, than politics wilh the. Cuiholic Church hut il also is with the. f’r.nti:coxtalx. That's really impressed me.. Anti I think that’s 

important

And the other thing I got out of my Catholic tradition is real respect for the obligaiion to develop one's mind, that religious cviivieiivns involve 

Own cnmliuni, that li.v.v ie u.l im«U«eiual vigor, llsftl if jO.. Imvo u mind you have an obligation to develop it, c« learn la think and l<» know thing, 

and then to act on those things ntotc powerfully because you know more and because you can think better- lhal s something the Jesuits did for me as 

much ss anything else
I loved Georgetown. I love the Jesuits. You know one of my good friends to litis day is a Jesuit priest who 1 went to Hoy’s Nation with in 

19G3. he didn't go to Georgetown, but we went to Yale Uw School with me.

Clinton: 1 want to answer thin. I uni opposed to the Bush administration policy and I don’t think we ought Io be shipping those people buck 

until we know we have done everything we can Io restore demoentey in Haiti, either with Aristide mid the coalition government or in «omu oilier fusltion, 

ci dcmucntiie government that ol>serves human rights mid freedoms. I have opjiosed it from day one and I strongly oppose il and if I’m elected un Nov. 

3 I'm going to change it.

♦ ♦ ♦



December 9, 1992

Dear President-Elect Clinton:

President-Elect Bill Clinton
The Governor's Mansion
1800 Center
Little Rock, AK 72206

As leaders of a faith community serving the spiritual, 
pastoral and human needs of millions of Americans, we pledge our 
best efforts to work with you, your Administration and the 
Congress to defend the life, dignity and rights of all, 
especially the poor and vulnerable.

On behalf of the nation's Roman Catholic Bishops, I write to 
offer our prayers and best wishes to you as you prepare to assume 
the Office of President of the United States. We hope that your 
stewardship of our nation's highest office will be years of peace 
and prosperity, justice and reconciliation.

Our Conference is also deeply involved in international 
affairs. While we acknowledge the understandable desire to turn 
inward to meet our pressing domestic needs, our nation must 
resist the temptation of isolationism in a still suffering and 
dangerous world. We strongly support creative and sustained U.S. 
leadership in the defense of human rights, the protection of 
refugees, the pursuit of peace and the commitment to global 
economic justice.

As our enclosed statement on political responsibility 
outlines, our agenda is broad. It includes areas of both 
potential common ground and disagreement between our Conference 
and your administration. It includes legal protection for unborn 
children, a refundable children's tax credit and child support 
reform, parental leave and educational choice for all families, 
and new policies on immigration, health care, hunger and housing, 
among other priorities. We especially seek to help shape public 
policy to support America's families and meet the needs of our 
children.

- COM- ERENCE

I’IF! Office of the President
BISHOPS^ 3211 Fourth Street NE Washington DC 20017-1194 (202)541-3100 FAX (202) 541-3166 TELEX7400424

Most Reverend William H. Keeler, D.D.
Archbishop of Baltimore 

President



Most Reverend William H. Keeler
President, NCCB/USCC
Archbishop of Baltimore

We share these reflections with our hopes and prayers that 
your Presidential service of our nation will be a time of growing 
achievement for our nation and progress for our world. We would 
welcome an opportunity to explore how our Bishop's Conference and 
your administration can work together to advance the common good 
and to enhance the life, dignity and rights of all God's 
children.
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I. Introduction: Children within a Family Perspective
Our nation is failing many of our children. Our 

world is a hostile and dangerous place for millions of 
children. As pastors in a community deeply committed 
to crving children and their families, and as teachers of 
a faith that celebrates the gift of children, we seek to 
call attention to this crisis and to fashion a response 
that builds on the values of our faith, the experience of 
our community, and the love and compassion of our 
people. We seek to shape a society-and a world-with 
a clear priority for families and children in need and to 
contribute to the development of policies that help fam­
ilies protect their children's lives and overcome the 
moral, social, and economic forces that threaten their 
future. 

We focus on the situation of our children for several 
reasons: 

• Our children are a test or both our humanity
and our faith. As Pope John Paul II said in
Familiaris Consortia, "In the Christian view, our
treatment of children becomes a measure of.our fi­
delity to the Lord himself."

• Our children are hurting, in the United States
and around the world. They arc among the most
vulnerable members of the human family. The
lives. dignity, rights, and hopes of literally mil­
lions of children arc at risk.

• 

• 

• 

Our children are our future-they will be the
leaders, the believers, the parents, the citizens of
tomorrow. In responding to their needs today, we
shape a better future for all.

Our children are our present. Our children bring
us special gifts, today, not just tomorrow. They are
the sign of God's continual gift to the world. Thus,
we need to respect them and place their rights as a
priority in our society and our Church.

Parents need support and help in meeting the
challenges of raising children in the face of the cul­
tural. economic. and moral pressures of our day.

No institution can substitute for the committed 
love, daily sacrifice, .and hard work of parents in
caring for their children. But every institution 
should support parents in their essential tasks. Our 
Church must be an ally and advocate for parents 
as they struggle to meet their children's needs at 
home and in an often hostile world where power­
ful economic and social forces can overwhelm the 
love and care of a family. 

Our purpose is to share the facts of a society failing 
its children and a world neglecting children, and to ex­
plore the moral dimensions, human consequences, and 
religious meaning of these failures. We invite the Catho­
lic community and the broader society to respond to this 
urgent moral challenge and to suggest some basic values 
and directions for our families, nation, and world in 
meeting it. We urge a reordering of priorities - personal, 
ecclesial, and societal -to focus more on the needs and 
potential of our children. This message is a call for 
conversion and action -a spiritual and social reawaken­
ing 10 the moral and human costs of neglecting our 
children and families. 

In these reflections, we build on our past efforts 
especially our statements on family, human life, and 
social justice. We focus on children, not as unconnected 

Children are the poorest mem­
bers of our society-one out of 
five children grows up poor in the 
richest nation on earth. 

individuals, but as members of families. Every family has 
a mission "to guard, reveal, and communicate love" and 
children are at the center of that mission. We address the 
needs of children from a family perspective. 

If society seeks to help children, it has to support 
families, since children's lives are nurtured or neglected, 
enhanced or diminished by the quality of family life. 

II. The Realities
Childhood should be a happy, secure, and safe time 

11f growth and development. For many children, it is. We 
Jre learning more and more about the remarkable human. 
moral. and spiritual development of young people. They 
Jrc resilient. adaptive. and resourceful. But for far too

many of our children all over the world. childhood is an 
uflcn dangerous and overwhelming struggle. 

A. Children in the United State
We a�k \OU to con�ider thc,;c sad facts of our'IJltnnal hfc: · 

•

• 

Every year 1.6 million of our children are de­
stroyed by legalized abortion even before they are
born. They are denied their most basic right, the
right to life itself.

Children arc the poorest members of our society­
one out of five children grows up poor in the rich­
est nation on earth. Among our youngest children,
a fourth are poor. Children are nearly twice as
likely to be poor as any other group. Among chil­
dren, the younger you are, the more likely you are
to be poor in America. And poverty means chit-
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The rate of teenage suicide has tripled in thirty 

years.

Almost a fourth of our children are growing up in 
single-parent families, most of them headed by 

women who are more likely to live in poverty.

More teenage boys die of gunshot wounds than 
from all natural causes combined.

An estimated 5.5 million U.S. children under 
twelve are hungry; another 6 million are underfed.

More middle class families are experiencing 
greater difficulty affording a home, obtaining qual­
ity health care, and paying for their children’s edu­
cation, especially college.

Most families need two incomes to meet their eco­
nomic needs. More than half of mothers with chil­
dren under six are in the paid work force.

Divorce has quadrupled in thirty years to touch al­
most half of all marriages. Half of all noncustodial 
parents do not see their children in the first year 
after divorce. Three-quarters of these parents have 
no contact with their children after ten years.

Many parents, regardless of income, struggle to 
meet the emotional, spiritual, and physical needs 
of their children in the face of powerful moral, eco­
nomic, and social pressures that make their task 
more difficult.

More than 8 million children are in families with­
out health insurance.

Forty thousand children bom each year in the U.S. 
do not live to see their first birthday. Sixty-seven 
newborn babies die each day in our land. Our infant 
mortality rate puts us last among twenty western na­
tions.

dren miss the basics — the food, housing, and health 

care they need to grow and develop. They are de­
prived in a way that hurts and distorts their lives.

More than 2.5 million children suffer physical, 
emotional, or sexual abuse or neglect in one year 
in the United States.

The United States has the highest divorce rate, the 
highest teenage pregnancy rate, the highest child 

poverty rate, and the highest abortion rate in the 
Western world.

1

x •

Families face diverse challenges in raising chil­
dren: the reality of crime and violence, the allure 
of materialism and consumerism, continuing preju­
dice and intolerance, media that often belittle fam­
ily values, and public policy and corporate prac­
tices that too often ignore the family responsibili­
ties of parents.

These pressures are exacerbated by prejudice and 
discrimination. African American, Asian American, 
Hispanic, and Native American families have remarkable 
strengths often unappreciated by others. Against perva­
sive discrimination, the family in these communities has 
been both a refuge and a launching pad; however, minor­
ity children still face very significant obstacles. Forty- 
three percent of African American children grow up in 
poverty. A majority of these children are in single-parent 
families. The poverty rate for Hispanic children (32 per­
cent) is growing more rapidly than for any other group. 
In addition, discrimination against women means that

• Mothers and children make up an increasing pro­

portion of the homeless in our land.

Children need a secure and stable family life. How­
ever, families today are facing enormous pressures and 
significant change:

...[C]ommon stereotypes are often misleading.... Most poor 
children are white: most are from working families; and the 
child poverty rate in rural America is higher than for the 
nation as a whole.

•V

- -

• More than 25 percent of our teenagers drop out of 

school; SAT scores have declined 70 points since 
1963.

__ n
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III. The Moral and Religious Dimension
In the Catholic community, we draw on three basic 

resources to shape our response to this moral challenge: 
the Scriptures, Catholic teaching, and our experience in 
serving children and their families. 

A.The Lessons of Scripture
In the Bible, children are both a blessing from God

and a test of the community's values. The ancient He­
brews believed children were a sign of God's favor 
(Gn 15:1-6). Our fathers and mothers in faith prayed for 
children, and God answered their pleas (Gn 15:1-6; 
I Sm 1:9-21). But the Scriptures also record terrible sins 
against the young. Children were the victims of abuse 
(Ps 10: 18; 94.6; Jb 22:9). Orphans were especially vul­
nerable and became objects of God's special care. God 
and his Covenant upheld the rights of abandoned children 
(Ps 68:5; Jer 49:11), provided for their support 
(Dt 24: 19-22), and demanded their protection 
(Ex 22:22-24). 

Holiness and justice are to be found in those who 
are ready to give wholehearted, generous support to the 

vulnerable children: "To the fatherless be as a father, and 
help their mother as a husband would ... " (Sir 4:10). 
"Religion that is pure and undefiled before God ... is this," 
the letter of James declares, "to care for orphans and 

widows in their affliction ... " (Jas 1 :27). 
Under the covenant, care of orphans and widows, 

like that of aliens and the poor, was the responsibility of 
both families and the whole society. The prophets in­
veighed against the people for their failure to do justice 
"by advancing the claim of the fatherless" (Jer 5:28) and 
by exploiting widows and orphans (Ez 22:7). Indeed, 
God's continued presence among the people depended on 
doing justice 10 the oppressed: 

Only if you thoroughly reform your ways and your 

deeds; if each of you deals justly with his neighbor, if 

you no tonger oppress the resident alien. the orphan, 

and the widow; ... will I remain with you in this place, 

in the land which I gave your fathers long ago and . 

forever (Jer 7:4-7). 

In the New Testament we read how Jesus came into 

the world as a vulnerable and homeless child. We also 
hear of God"s love for us and the frequent reference to 
children in the parables. For example, in explaining the 
goodness of God, Jesus says, "Which one of you would 
hand his son a stone when he asks for a loaf of bread, or 
a snake when he asks for a fish? If you then, who are 

wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your heavenly Father give good 
things to those who ask him" (Mt 7:7-11). 

Jesus welcomed and blessed children (Mt 19:12-15) 
and called his disciples to act as children in receiving the 

word of God. Jesus tells his disciples: "Whoever receives 
one child ... in my name, receives me; and whoever re­
ceives me, receives not me but the One who sent me" 

4 

(Mk 9:36-37). This parallels the story of the last judg­

ment, where we learn that in serving "the least among 
us," we serve the Lord; this parable insists that our 
judgment depends on our response to the hungry, the 
thirsty, the naked (Mt 25). In our day the "orphans and 

No institution is more deeply 

involved in serving the needs of 

children than our community of 

faith. We bring not only deep con­

viction, but also vast experience 

to the challenge of meeting the 

needs of children. 

widows" are poor children and single parents; the "least 
of these" are hungry and homeless children; unwanted, 
unborn children; crack babies; and children with AIDS. 

The Scriptures call on believers to stand up for the 
poor and vulnerable. "Speak out for those who cannot 
speak for themselves, for the rights of the destitute, open 
your mouth, decree what is just, defend the needy and the 
poor" (Prv 31:8-9). And, the early Church was called in 
the first letter of John to put love of God into action, " ... [W]e 
should love one another .... rf someone who has worldly 
means sees a brother in need and refuses him compassion, 
how can the love of God remain in him? Children, let us 
love not in word or speech but in deed and truth.'' 
(1 J n 3: 11 -1 7). 

B.The Teaching of the Church

l. Traditional Social Teaching
The biblical call to speak for those who cannot speak

for themselves and to make Christian love real and active 
has taken explicit shape over the last century in the 
traditional social teaching of our Church. This tradition 
and its key principles shape and guide our response to the 
moral challenge of our children. These principles include 
the life and dignity of the human person, human rights 
and responsibilities, the call to family and community, 
the dignity of work, the option for the poor and vulnera­
ble, and the principle of solidarity. These principles Jake 
on increasing urgency and relevance as they are so clearly 
violated in the lives of so many children. Applying Cath­

olic social teaching today requires a priority focus on 
children. 

2. Teaching on Family
We also share a more specific ecclesial heritage of 

teaching on children and families. Through children, God 
shares with women and men a special participation in 
creation. If we are to protect and nurture this gift of 
children, we must have strong families. 



The physical, psychological, moral, and spiritual 
health of children is intimately linked to the health of 
families. In Christian terms, the family is sacred and holy, 
a "community of life and love;· which prepares. nour• 
ishes, and sustains the youngest members of the Church 
in their task of building up the kingdom of God. In social 
terms, families are the "first and vital cell of society,'' the 
building block of community. 

Our family perspective demands that the rights of 
children are directly linked to the rights and responsibilities 
of families. These rights were outlined in the Holy See's 
Charter of Family Rights. They include the right to found 
a family, to a stable marriage, to bear and educate children in 
one's faith, to social and economic security, to decent hous­
ing, to protect children from harm, and to immigrate. 

These rights are linked to the responsibilities of 
families, including four fundamental tasks: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Families form children in a loving community. 

Each member of the family shares in the responsi• 
bility to build this unique community of love. Chil­
dren contribute to this community through their 
gift of love, respect, and obedience toward their 
parents. Parents, in turn, nurture their children in 
self-giving love, mutual respect, and discipline. In 
these ways, families challenge the exaggerated in­
dividualism and selfishness that so distort our society. 

Families serve the life and dignity of children . 

Men and women joined in marriage share in 
God's love and power as Creator by their free and 
responsible cooperation in transmitting the gift of 
human life through the moral exercise of the gift 
of human sexuality. This participation in God's 
creative activity involves both bringing children 
into the world and taking part in their upbringing 
and education. Parents are the first and most im­
portant educators of their children. Responsible 
parenthood is a cornerstone of the Church's teach­
ing on family and a healthy society. 

Families bring children to participate in the devel­

opment of society. Parents help children grow in 
moral and spiritual maturit� and also help to build 
a caring and just society. Through families, chil­
dren should come to identify with the most needy 
in the community, especially poor and.suffering 
children, and should develop a life-long commit• 
ment to respond through Ser\ ice of the poor and 
disadvantaged and through action for justice and 
peace in their own communities and the world. 

Families enable children to s/rare in tire life and 

mission of tire Clrurch. In the family. parents com­
municate the Gospel 10 their children, and children 
as well as parents learn to live it in their dailv 
lives. Parents have a responsibility. through �ord 
and example. 10 help make prayer and the sacra­
ments an integral part of their children's live!-. The 

Gospel of Jesus and the life of faith are enormous 
gifts to our children, offering meaning, direction, 
and discipline in a world that often lacks them. 
Parents instill in their children a commitment 10 
loving service of others, helping them to discover 
in every person the image of God. 

As believers and citizens, we 

need-each of us-to use our val­

ues, voices, and votes to hold our 

public officials accountable and 

to shape a society that puts our 

children first. 

These tasks of families are shared with others, espe­
cially extended families, parishes, and other networks of 
family support. An African proverb suggests "It takes a 
whole village to raise a child." In our society it takes 
grandparents and godparents, friends and relatives, 
teachers and pastors, and many others. We recognize and 
support the diverse sources of strength and help for 
families. 

3. Society: Protector and Promoter of

Children and Familie

Social institutions increasingly share many of the 
family's responsibilities toward children, but they can 
never take the place of families. Rather, social institu­
tions- government at all levels, employers, religious 
institutions, schools, media, community organizations­
should enter into creative partnerships with families so 
that families can fulfill their responsibilities toward chil­
dren. As we said in Economiclustice for All, "Economic 
and social policies as well as the organization of work 
should be continually evaluated in light of their impact 
on the strength and stability of family life." 

These themes are reinforced by the message of Pope 
John Paul 11 's encyclical, Cenresimus Annus, which em­
phasizes the continuing value of Catholic social teaching. 
The pope calls the family "the sanctuary of life'' and says: 

In order 10 overcome today's widespread individualis• 
1icmen talit)•, whal is required is a concrete commitment

10 solidarity and charity, beginning in the family .... It 
is urgent therefore to promote not onl)' family policies. 
but also those social policies which have the family as 
their principai object. policies "hich assist the fam,l) 
by providing adequate resources and efficient means of 
support, both for bringing up children and for looking 
�fter 1he elderly ... (49). 

The Holy Father also in ists that the strengths and 
efficiency of a market economy like our own need to be 
harmoni7ed with the needs and rights of familie . e pe­
ciall� the poor and \\Orkers. and he warns again I overly 
bureaucratic responses to family needs. 
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As family members and citizens we must measure our 
choices as individuals, as a nation, and as a global 
community for their impact on children and families.

Believers, as heirs of this religious tradition, cannot 
confront the tragic situation of so many children and turn 

away. As family members and citizens we must measure 
our choices as individuals, as a nation, and as a global 
community for their impact on children and families.

Within our families, we need to teach — by word and 
example, by our priorities and our lives —the values that 
help our children grow to be responsible, faithful, caring, 
and disciplined. Our love, our values, and our faith are passed 
on not only by what we say, but also by howwe live. Parents, 
especially, show love for their children by providing for their 
emotional and spiritual needs, as well as their material 
needs. This occurs, for example, when parents spend time 
with their children, when they discipline and guide them, 
when they show affection, and when they teach their chil­

dren to pray and grow in faith.
In our churches we need to help families in their 

essential roles, offering both support and challenge. This

C. The Experience of the
Catholic Community

For decades, even centuries, the Catholic commu­
nity has been deeply involved in meeting the human, 
pastoral, and educational needs of children and their 
families. In 1727 the Ursuline Sisters founded the first

.£

Catholic home for abandoned children in New Orleans. 
Presently, millions of families are served by Catholic 
Charities, which offers help in meeting basic needs, pro­
viding foster care and adoption, family counseling and 
alternatives to abortion. Hungry and homeless children 
are assisted in our shelters, by our soup kitchens and our 
parish-based food pantries. Our elementary and second­
ary schools offer educational opportunies to millions of 
children. Through parish religious education and adult 
education programs, we provide ongoing programs of 
maniage preparation and enrichment, natural family 
planning, family ministry, youth ministry, and parenting 

skills.
Our national and state conferences of Catholic bish­

ops, Catholic Charities, arch/diocesan ministerial offices, 
and other organizations are deeply involved in advocacy 
for children and families. We also provide ongoing pro­
grams of family ministry and marriage preparation and 
enrichment. The Campaign for Human Development 
helps to empower families in their search for justice. 
Around the world, missionaries, Catholic Relief Ser­
vices, Holy Childhood Association, and our immigration 

and refugee programs offer hope and help to desperate 

children and families.
Because of our long and continued involvement with 

children and families, the concerns on which we now 
focus are neither new or abstract, but rather evidence of 
real, continuing, and perhaps worsening conditions for 

children. We bring not only our values to this concern, 
but also broad experience and expertise in caring for 
children and their families. No institution is more deeply 
involved in serving the needs of children than our com­
munity of faith. We bring not only deep conviction, but 
also vast experience to the challenge of meeting the needs 

of children.

MOK

IV. The Moral Challenge
requires liturgy and pastoral care responsive to children 
and families, first-rate religious education, schools, and 
other vital ministries. We can prepare people for marriage 
and help families learn the skills of parenting. We need 
to lift up the vocation of marriage and family life and offer 
to people the resources of our spiritual and sacramental 
heritage in effective and creative ways: through educa­
tion, family life movements, family retreats, outreach to 

families in distress, support groups, youth programs, 
counseling, and the timeless spiritual resources of prayer, 

liturgy, and meditation.
As a nation, we need to make children and families 

our first priority; to invest in their future; to combat the 
forces — cultural, economic, and moral — which hurt chil­
dren and destroy families; to manage our economy, shape 
our government, and direct our institutions to support and 
not undermine our families. In our society, we need to 
resist the trends toward excessive individualism, materi-
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hurt families, e.g., the impact of economics, discrimina­
tion, and antifamily policies. Others emphasize the social 
and economic forces that undermine families and the 
responsibility of government to meet human needs, but 
they often neglect the importance of basic values and 
personal responsibility.

The undeniable fact is that our children’s future is 
shaped both by the values of their parents and the policies 
of our nation. Families are undermined by parental irre­
sponsibility and discrimination and poverty. Children’s 
lives are enriched by their parents’ sacrifices and by 
economic policies that help mothers and fathers meet the 
demands of parenthood. It is time to move beyond rigid 
ideologies and political posturing to focus on the real 
needs of families. We believe parental responsibility and 

broader social responsibility, changed behavior and

alism, and the quest for personal pleasure above all else. 
Real happiness and satisfaction come from who we are 
and how we care for one another rather than from what 
we have. Our news and entertainment media, despite 
some laudable efforts, too often attack family values, 
undermine moral principles, and expose children to vio­
lence and to sexual themes on a daily basis. Fundamental 
values of integrity, compassion, respect for others, and 
honesty must be encouraged and reinforced by the culture 

at large.
In an interdependent world, we need to see clearly 

how children pay the price for global poverty and indif­

...[A] terrible sign of national 
failure is the implicit suggestion 
to many women—especially poor 
women—that they must choose 
between life for their unborn child 
and a decent future for them­
selves and for their families.

The most important work to help our children is done 
quietly —in our homes and neighborhoods, our parishes 
and community organizations. No government can love 
a child and no policy can substitute for a family’s care, 
but clearly families can be helped or hurt in their irre­
placeable roles. Government can either support or under­
mine families as they cope with the moral, social, and 
economic stresses of caring for children.

There has been an unfortunate, unnecessary, and 
unreal polarization in discussions of the best way to help 
families. Some emphasize the primary role of moral 
values and personal responsibility, the sacrifices to be 
made and the personal behaviors to be avoided, but they 
often ignore or de-emphasize the broader forces which

ference, for official corruption, for far too much debt and 
not enough development, for a global economy domi­
nated by the industrial countries which further im­
poverishes the poor. We need to understand and act on 
the links between the children we see dying on the nightly 
news and the economic and political structures that bring 

poverty and hunger to millions.
As believers and citizens, we need —each of us —to 

use our values, voices, and votes to hold our public 

officials accountable and to shape a society that puts our 

children first.

V. Criteria for National Policy
changed policies are complementary requirements to 

help families.
Our nation must move beyond partisan and ideolog­

ical rhetoric to help shape a new consensus that supports 
families in their essential roles and insists that public 
policy support families, especially poor and vulnerable 
children. We will continue to advocate policies, programs, 
and priorities which meet these basic criteria:

1 .Pul children and families first. Analyze every pol­
icy and program —diocesan, parish, domestic, and inter­
national —for its impact on children and families; look at 
every proposal from a family perspective. Poor and vul­
nerable children have first claim on our common efforts.

2. Help; don’t hurt. Insist that economic, tax, educa­
tion, welfare, immigration and refugee, and human ser­
vice policies support families rather than undermine 
families; that programs encourage self-help rather than 

promote dependency.
3. Those with the greatest need require the greatest 

response. This is the “option for the poor’’ in action. 
While every family needs support, poor families and 
families facing discrimination carry the greatest burdens 

and require the most help. With limited resources, we 
need to focus assistance on those with the greatest needs.

4. Empower families. Help families meet their re­

sponsibilities to their children. Families need to be em­
powered to make the choices that meet their diverse 
needs —in education, child care, health, work, and other 
areas. Tax, workplace, divorce, and welfare policies 
must help families stay together and care for their chil­

dren.
5. Fight economic and social forces which threaten 

children and family life. Poverty; joblessness; lack of 
access to affordable health care, child care, and decent 
housing; and discrimination are among the greatest 
threats to families and children. Efforts to overcome pov- 
erty, provide decent jobs, and promote equal opportunity are 

pro-family priorities.
6. Build on the strengths offamilies; reward respon­

sibility' and sacrifice for children. Policy must recognize 
the resiliency and capacity for self-help of families and reward 

members of families who avoid destructive behavior.
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thoughtful investment in meeting the needs of America’s 

children. We need to invest now, because the children are 
suffering now; and if we do not invest now, we will all 

suffer later.
At the same time, national policy should reinforce 

basic moral values while recognizing the diversity of 
America’s families. The problems of American families 
stem from the misplaced priorities of our federal govern­
ment, of some parents, and of society at large. Studies

7. Recognize that foreign policy is increasingly 

children’s policy. Global poverty, armed conflict, and 
systematic injustice threaten the lives of millions of chil­
dren and their families. Children will pay a terrible price 
for indifference toward international, economic policy 

and neglect of human rights.
These criteria have led our conference to support a 

wide variety of pro-family initiatives at both the national 

and international level:

Growing violent abuse and ne­
glect of infants and children have 
led to families where children are 
not only rejected but also endan­
gered and to the phenomenon of 
the “no parent” family.

In fashioning national policy, our society must rec­
ognize a serious problem both in our national and per­
sonal priorities. Our society neglects the needs of poor 
children. When our nation makes a commitment, it can 
make a difference. Decades ago poverty haunted large 
numbers of our elderly citizens. As a society we decided 
this was intolerable and put in place Social Security, 
Medicare, and other measures to protect the dignity of the 
elderly — with an impressive drop in poverty among their 
population. Now, our children are more likely to be poor, 
but our government spends less on children’s needs. Cuts 
in federal expenditures have come disproportionately in 
programs serving children. Children don’t vote; they 
don’t contribute to political campaigns, and therefore, 
they are more likely to be ignored by governments and 
policy makers. Money alone will not solve the problems 
of poor families, but there is no substitute for wise and

• family and medical leave,

• pro-life legislation and alternatives to abortion,

• broad-based child care which allows for religious 

and cultural values,

an increase in the minimum wage and Earned In­
come Tax Credit,

pro-family welfare reform,

proposals for choice in education,

civil rights laws,

laws prohibiting housing discrimination against 

families with children,

family-based immigration,

asylum and refugee policy,

new federal budget priorities,

increased access to health care and decent housing, 

support for substance abuse programs,

broader proposals for economic justice and family 

support, and

reform of U.S. foreign assistance programs.

There is growing consensus in this area. A series of 

studies, reports, and a bipartisan commission have docu-

media, and supported by our community institutions.... 
our society, we need to develop incentives and rewards 
for policies and behaviors that serve the needs of children 
and disincentives for those actions and policies which 

threaten or hurt children.

VI. Directions for National Policy
indicate that parents spend 40 percent less time with their 
children today than they did just twenty years ago. The 
absence of many fathers is a particularly serious prob­
lem — not only economically but socially as well. Public 
policy ought to reward parents who take their responsi­
bilities seriously and encourage more responsible behav­
ior in those who do not. The policies of our nation should 
neither exaggerate nor ignore the changes in family life. 
They must recognize both the diversity of families and 
the fact that, in general, stable, loving two-parent families 

offer the best chance for children.
Traditional moral values are not relics of a bygone 

age. Rather, they are the best guides to a productive future 
for our children and health for our society. A case in point 

is the often confused discussion of the best way to con­
front the AIDS crisis and its growing impact on young 
people. We continue to insist that our response should 
combine both compassion for those who live with AIDS 
and responsibility in avoiding behaviors which put peo­
ple at risk. Instead of promoting the illusion of safe sex, 

we need to warn our children and society of the dangers 
of sexual promiscuity and drug abuse. Our moral convic­
tions about expressing human sexuality within marriage 
now represent not only appropriate moral guidance, but 
also wise health counsel. Responsibility, unselfishness, 
concern for others, fidelity in marriage, and commitment 
to children are the building blocks of a creative and 
satisfying life and a just and decent society. They ought
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Parents should not have to 
worry about losing their jobs 
when they welcome a new child, 
nurse a sick spouse, or comfort a 
dying parent.

mented the needs of children and the failures of our 
society to meet those needs. And increasingly, experts 
and organizations including marriage and family coun­
selors have shown signs of rethinking the positive values 
of stable marriage, the human costs of easy divorce laws, 
the social costs of excessive individualism, and the con­
sequences of economic pressures on families.

We welcome and support renewed efforts of the 
helping professions to promote the reconciliation of 
spouse as a viable alternative to divorce. We acknowl­

edge the significant changes in family life; we affirm the 
major contributions of women in the work force; and we 
support and applaud the often heroic efforts of single-par­
ent families. We also emphasize the value of parents 
staying together and sacrificing to raise children. Chil­
dren generally do best when they have the love and 
support — personal and material—of both their parents.

Many single-parent families overcome huge eco­
nomic and social obstacles, but others are overwhelmed 
by these forces. Government efforts need to help families 
stay together and overcome the many pressures that pull 

families apart. We owe special help to those parents — 
mothers or fathers — who face family life alone, knowing 
how discrimination and other forces make a difficult job 
even tougher. This is especially true when single parent­
hood is combined with poverty, as it often is.

A. Protecting the Lives of Children
1. Unborn Children

From conception, unborn children are most at risk 
from this nation’s antilife policy of abortion on demand. 
The ultimate example of powerlessness is to be destroyed 
before birth. And a terrible sign of national failure is the 
implicit suggestion to many women —especially poor 
women —that they must choose between life for their 
unborn child and a decent future for themselves and for 
their families. We need to shape a society where eco­
nomic and social forces do not leave women facing 
fundamental questions of life and death alone and iso­
lated without the support of a caring community. We 
reiterate our strong opposition to abortion and govern­
ment funding for abortion. We will continue through 

education to expose the realities of abortion, to promote 
life-giving alternatives to abortion, and to provide the 
loving choice of adoption and caring support for pregnant 
women and mothers and children, especially the poor.

Unborn children are also at risk from AIDS and 
substance abuse, both of which call for expanded national 
efforts at education and prevention, the provision of 
prenatal and other health care, and treatment and rehabil­

itation of abusers of alcohol and other drugs.

2. Abuse and Neglect
Children are hurt and killed by violence within fam­

ilies. Families are destroyed by verbal, physical, and 
sexual abuse. These brutal and tragic realities threaten the 

lives and welfare of millions of children and women.

The primary goal of reform should be preserving fami­
lies, wherever possible, through long-term, home-based 
services and programs designed to meet individual fam­
ily needs before children’s safety is jeopardized. We need 
far more coordination in the provision of family services, 
emphasizing prevention and replacing fragmented indi­
vidual programs with concern for the whole family.

We also support policies which assist families who 
choose to adopt children or provide loving foster care for 
children at risk. Special efforts are needed to help minor­
ity and older children and children with disabilities find 
loving and supportive homes. Creative public policy and 
private action are needed to help every child find a home 

where his or her unique needs can be met.

B. Economic Help for Families
1. Poverty and Families

Poverty is not merely the lack of adequate financial 
resources. It often entails a more profound kind of depri­
vation; a denial of full participation in the economic,

They require education, treatment, and prevention. The 
family must be a place of safety, not of danger. And 
society must act to protect children and women from 
family violence and sexual abuse. Physical and sexual 
abuse of children constitutes a terrible betrayal of trust, a 
threat to their emotional and physical health, and a chal­
lenge for every institution that serves children. Child 

pornography represents a particularly terrible threat to 
children. They serve as subjects in the production of 
pornography and sex objects for those who make use of 
pornographic materials. This illegal and immoral use of 

children for sexual purposes and profit must be con­
fronted and stopped. Pornography demeans women, de­
grades our society, and destroys the love at the center of 

human sexuality. We need effective, constitutional rem­
edies which protect children, women, and all of society.

Growing violent abuse and neglect of infants and 
children have led to families where children are not only 
rejected but also endangered and to the phenomenon of 
the “no parent” family. These sad realities have created 
widespread strains on our child welfare system, including 

lack of adequate foster homes, inadequate support ser­
vices, a shortage of trained personnel, inappropriate 
placements, and a serious absence of preventive services. 
System-wide reform is called for, including special atten­
tion to families where there is substance abuse and fam­
ilies in which children have serious emotional problems.



social, and political life of society; and an inability to 

influence decisions that affect one's life. It means being 

powerless in a way that assaults not only one's pocket­
book but also oae•s fundamental human dignity. 

Many children are poor because they were born to 
young parents who are unmarried and are not equipped 
to support them, but many others are poor because their 

parents are casualties of economic forces beyond their 

control: recession, industrial restructuring, erosion of real 
wages, unemployment, and discrimination in hiring and 

promotion. Staggering increases in the costs of essentials 
such as rent and medical care have meant that even full 
time work is no guarantee against poverty. Moreover, the 
holes in the safety net have gotten larger, making it much 
harder for families to recover from a layoff or extensive 
medical bills. 

2. Decent Jobs at Decent Wages
Despite the long uninterrupted period of economic

expansion in the 1980s, child poverty increased signifi­

cantly in this nation. Oearly, economic growth alone is 
not sufficient to solve the problem, and the recent reces­
sion tias already cost 2 million Americans their jobs. As 

we wrote in our 1986 pastoral letter on the U.S. economy, 
targeted economic policies are necessary to create suffi­

cient jobs at adequate wages to support families in dig­
nity. Decent jobs at decent wages - what used to be called 
a "family wage" -are the most important economic as­
sets for families. Periodic increases in the minimum wage 
to reflect inflation would be a useful step in this direction. 

Too many of our young people come to adulthood 
without goals or the skills needed in the world of work. 

All too often some succumb to the allure of crime or to 
the despair of a life without direction or accomplishment. 
Greater public and private efforts are needed to introduce 

young people to the challenges and rewards of meaning­
ful work. Communities, in partnership with the public 
sector, should offer the kinds of training, apprenticeships, 
and service opportunities that will prepare young people 
to use their talents and energy in positive ways. National 

policies should ensure that all those who can work in fact 

have the opportunity to contribute to the common good 

by their labor. 

3. Changing Tax Policy to Help Families

The 1986 tax reform law and later expansion of the
Earned Income Tax Credit have lightened some of the 
federal tax burden of poverty-level families with chil­

dren, but the tax code needs further reform to bring 

fairness to the treatment of families, especially to those 
raising children on modest incomes. The current tax code 
fails to reflect the real costs of raising children and offers 

inadequate help to families with children. 

We welcome proposals to reform the tax code to help 
families cope with the high cost of raising children. These 

proposals, which have drawn bipartisan support, would 

allow middle income families with children to keep more 
of what they earn and would help lift low income families 

out of poverty. Such proposals deserve serious consider­

ation and general support in light of the current bias 

against children in our tax laws, especially those in low 
and moderate income families. As one commentator 

pointed out recently, taxpayers in America today can 

receive a bigger tax break for breeding racehorses than 

for raising children. We continue to support an expanded 

earned income tax credit to assist poor, working families. 
This pro-work, pro-family provision needs to be en­
hanced and supported as an important contribution to tax 

fairness. 

4. He�p for Poor Children
Children's lives are diminished every day in this

nation because of the low level of welfare benefits. Mis­
leading stereotypes of welfare families and misguided 
budget priorities are largely responsible for the failure of 
both federal and state governments to protect children 
from hunger, homelessness, and deprivation. We reiterate 
our call for a minimum national welfare benefit that will 
permit children and their parents to live in dignity. A 

decent society will not balance its budget on the backs of 
poor children. Sadly, the fiscal difficulties in many of our 

states has meant disproportionate cuts and unfair burdens 
for poor families. 

Some aspects of welfare are antifamily. For example, 
in many states, unemployed fathers must leave the home 

so that the children can get welfare assistance beyond an 
initial six month period. We have frequently called for 
true welfare reform that would be both pro-family and 
pro-child. No family should have to separate as a condi­

tion of receiving assistance. 
At a time when most mothers of young children are 

employed at least part time, our society sometimes loses 
sight of the value of parental care of young children. As 
preschoolers in day care becomes the norm, we fear the 

work of mothers in the home is becoming devalued, since 
it does not offer the economic rewards or recognition of 
other work. 

Our conference strongly supports effective volun­
tary programs to equip parents with education and job 

skills. We oppose compulsory and poorly designed ef­
forts to require them to hand over to others the daily care 

of their preschool children. The fact that children are poor 

and in need of government aid does not take away their 
basic human right to be cared for by their parents if that 

is their family's choice. 

C. Helping Families at Work

I. Family-Friendly Policies

Families need workplace policies that promote re-

ponsive child-care arrangements; flexible employment 

terms and conditions for parents; and family and medical 
leave for parents of newborns, sick children, and aging 

parents. Increasing corporate efforts in this area arc a 

major sign of hope for employees who are also members 
of families. Public policy should ensure and promote 



these family-friendly workplace arrangements, adequate 

public funding of broad-based and inclusive child-care 

and other essential services needed by families, espe­
cially poor families. In our own structures and institu­

tions, we need to move toward personnel policies that 

more fully renect our commitment to family life. 

For seven years our conference has called for a law 
to protect people who have to take time away from their 

jobs to handle serious family responsibilities. Parents 

should not have to worry about losing their jobs when 
they welcome a new child, nurse a sick spouse, or comfort 

a dying parent. 

Passage of a family-leave bill would not only protect 

the jobs of parents whose employers might otherwise 

penalize them for taking time for family responsibilities, 

but it would also send a message that the nation sees 

children as a real priority for all of society. 

2. Child Labor

Another as�ct of children's vulnerability to eco­

nomic exploitation is new signs of child labor abuse. This 
abuse accompanies changes in industrial and agricultural 
patterns, in increasing pools of immigrants, in the dra­

matic increase in families living below the poverty line, 
and in the disregard for this nation's long established laws 

designed to protect children. Improved child labor law 

enforcement must be combined with adequate family 
economic support so that families do not depend on 

exploitation of children for economic survival. 

D. Families and Discrimination

1. Race

Racial and ethnic discrimination hurts many fami­

lies, limiting the income and future of African American, 

Asian American, Hispanic, and ative American fami-

lies. Black children are twice as likely to be poor as white 

children. Minority children are also more likely to lack 

health care, to live in substandard housing, and to attend 

inadequate schools. Equal opportunity in education, af­
firmative action in employment, and nondiscrimination 

in housing are essential steps to ensure a productive and 

just future for children in minority families. 

2. Gender

The lives of children are clearly bound with the lives

and welfare of women in multiple ways. Discrimination 

against women continues lo be a major contributor to 

children's poverty. Measures to combat economic dis­

crimination against women -whether working in or out­

side the home-deserve strong support. Family decisions 

about parents' job choices should not be dictated by 

economic pressures which require both parents to work 

full time outside the home or should not be frustrated by 

discrimination which limits women's opportunity. Public 

policy and private action should encourage a range of 
possibilities, so that parents are able to work at home or 
are able to use job-sharing, flex time, and other means to 

better meet their obligations both as workers and as 

parents to their children. 

Mothers who work outside the home to support their 

children often still struggle to balance work and family 

responsibilities and are confronted with continuing dis­

crimination. As a group, women are still often relegated 

to jobs where low wages and few opportunities for ad­

vancement are common. Even in other occupations, some 

women experience continuing discrimination and sexual 

harassment, making it difficult to support their children 

with dignity. In Economic Justice for All we called for 
attention to proposals to correct the disparities in men's 

and women's wages, and we have supported legislation 

Families must be given genuine choice in education-selecting the public, parochial, or private school that best serves their 

family's needs. 
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to protect women from discrimination in hiring and pro­
motions. A society that discriminates against women 
impoverishes its children. 

E. Meeting Children· Basic eeds
Children need the love. acceptance, and support of a

family that cares for them. But families need to be able 
to meet basic physical and social needs to help their 
children grow and develop. 

I. Education

Adequate preschool, primary, and secondary educa­
tion is essential to full development of our children. 
Nevertheless, several factors combine to produce in­
creasing numbers of school dropouts, unskilled citizens, 
and functionally illiterate adults. Inadequate education is 
one of the surest predictors of poverty, contributing 
strongly to intergenerational cycles of poverty. Programs 
that work- Head Start for preschoolers, education for 
children with disabilities, and vocational training- must 
be made available to every child who needs them. 

Society at large is increasingly recognizing the ef­
fectiveness of Catholic schools in meeting the educa­
tional needs of children, including poor and minority 
children. Families must be given genuine choice in edu­
cation -selecting the public, parochial, or private school 
that best serves their family's needs. Parents have the 
primary right and responsibility for the education of 
children. For this reason, our nation needs education 
policies that respect parental choice such as vouchers and 
tax credits. We also need creative policies that will im­
prove poor quality schools, increase parental and family 
involvement, and encourage teacher excellence in educa­
tion. All schools need to support and affinn parents in 
their roles as the primary educators of their children - re­
inforcing basic values, discipline, honesty, character, cit­
izenship, and concern for others. 

2. Food and Hunger

The continuing reality of hungry children in our 
midst is a dismaying sign of failure. We see signs of this 
failure in our food pantries, soup kitchens, parishes, and 
schools. ew investment and improvements are needed 
in basic nutritional programs, such as food stamps, to 

ensure that no child goes hungry in America. An urgent 
priority is the Women, Infant & Children (WJC) program, 
that still does not reach all expectant mothers, infants, and 
young children in need. 

3. Health Care

The lack of basic health care- and factors tied di­
rectly 10 poverty- have been documented in the tragic 

reality that poor children are twice as likely as other 
children 10 have physical or mental disabilities or other 
chronic health conditions that impair daily activity. Our 
nation ·s continuing failure to guarantee access to quality 
health care for all people exacts its most painful toll in 
the preventable sickness. disability, and deaths of our 
infants and children. Beginning with our children and 
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their mothers, we must extend access to quality health 
care to all our people. Quality and accessible prenatal 
care is essential for healthy children. There can be no 
excuse for the failure to ensure adequate health care and 

nutrition for pregnant women. Nothing would make a 
greater contribution to reducing infant mortality than 
progress in this area. 

4. Housing

Many families cannot find or afford decent housing,
or must spend so much of their income for shelter that 
they forego other necessities, such as food and medicine. 
National policy has neglected the housing needs of fam­
ilies-with serious consequences for children who are 
growing up in shelters or in overcrowded or substandard 
housing. We support housing policies which seek 10 
preserve and increase the supply of affordable housing 
and help families pay for it. We urge national and local 

Let us insist that by the year 

2000 we will finally eliminat e pov­

erty among children in this afflu­

ent society, and we will have a 

world where children will no 

longer die of hunger. 

governments as well as community groups to work to­

gether in bringing about housing, planning, and zoning 
policies that reflect the needs fo'r affordable housing for 
families. We also continue to call for effons to eliminate 
housing discrimination, especially against families with 
children. 

5. Families with Persons with Disabilities
Children with disabilities are fortunate indeed when

they are born into or adopted by families that recognize 
that the spark of life is valuable, despite what impair­
ments may accompany that gift. However, most disabled 
children are born into families who have no prior experi­
ence with such challenges. 

Families with disabled children need and deserve 
extra support and encouragement from society, their 
communities, and the Church. Government at all levels 
must do more to ensure that children receive the medical, 
educational, rehabilitation, and social services they need 
to grow up to realize their full human potential. For 
example, the conference has pressed for several years for 
reform of the Supplemental Security (ncome (SSf} Pro­
gram to make benefits available to the many disabled 
children whose requests for assistance had been denied. 
Recent court decisions and legislative action setting more 
reasonable criteria and requiring outreach should be im­
plemented as soon as possible. 

Parents with disabilities are sometimes prevented 
from providing adequately for their children. Job dis­
crimination, physical barriers 'in public transportation 
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and work sites, and lack of rehabilitative services all 
contribute to the isolation and segregation of disabled 
parents and their children. The Americans with Disabili­
ties Act of 1990 has been called the most significant civil 
rights legislation since 1964. For the first time it was 
required that employment, transportation, public accom­
modations, and telecommunications be made fully acces­
sible to disabled persons. All Americans need to work 
together to see the new law fully and properly imple­
mented to benefit children and adults with disabling 

conditions.

F. Divorce and Child Support
It is also time for society to reconsider the conse­

quences of permissive divorce, particularly in the case of 
couples with children. All of us have a stake in strong, 
stable families; yet, as a society, we do too little to help 
couples stay together and work things out during the 
inevitable times of stress and conflict. While many single 
parents struggle heroically to provide the love and care 
that normally require two parents, who can doubt that 
growing up in a secure environment with both parents 
generally gives children a head start?

In the United States today, one million children see 
their parents divorce each year. Another million children 
are bom annually to single parents. Social and economic 
realities now confirm values which the churches have 
long taught —that the economic, emotional, and spiritual 

well-being of children is significantly diminished by 
divorce and out-of-wedlock birth, and that the negative 
consequences for children’s futures, the lives of women, 
and for society at large are numerous and pervasive.

The facts are that family structure remains an impor­
tant predicator of economic standing in society, and two- 
parent families generally are the most effective units for 
raising children. Public policy must be designed to help 
families stay together, to enhance their capacity for child- 
rearing and for passing on moral and social values to their 
children, and to reinforce parental responsibilities.

Q.

Q.
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The facts are that family structure remains an important predictor of economic standing in society, and 
two-parent families generally are the most effective units for raising children.

As a Church, we need to reinvigorate our pastoral 
ministry to families, being a companion to parents whose 
marriages are strained, offering hope and practical assis­
tance to them in times of trouble, and helping them 
strengthen their marriage for their children, of course, but 

also for themselves.
While keeping families together is our goal, we 

recognize the widespread tragedy of divorce and the 
realities of violence and destructive behavior within 
some families. We are not advocating that people remain 

in relationships which seriously endanger or harm mem­
bers of a family. We do advocate that laws recognize the 
frequently devastating consequences of divorce on chil­

dren.
In the area of divorce law, society should

(1) embrace a “children first” principle that focuses 
on adequate property and income to meet the needs of the 
children and their custodial parent before resolving dis­

position of marital and individual property;
(2) take into account the impact of motherhood on 

a woman’s earning capacity as well as the per capita 
expenses of the household with women and children; and

(3) introduce “braking” mechanisms that encourage, 
for example, resolution of matters involving a child’s 
future before settling questions of property and mainte­

nance.
Our nation also needs tough new rules for establish­

ing and collecting child support from absent parents and 
for closing the gap between what can reasonably be 
collected and the actual costs of raising children. Effec­

tive means must be found to ensure that absent parents 
provide for their children’s needs.

Among the possibilities that should be considered are

(1) establishment of minimum child-support awards 
based on the number of children and the absent parent’s 

income;
(2) automatic wage withholding, not only on new cases 

as required by law, but on existing child-support orders;
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(3) possible registration of social security numbers
of both parents on birth certificates; and 

( 4) more vigorous efforts by state agencies to estab­
lish paternity of children born out-of-wedlock. Perhaps 
most important, states must invest more resources to 
locate and collect support from runaway parents who 
frequently move across state lines to escape their respon­
sibilities. 

While much is appropriately said about how the lives 
of women and children are bound so closely together, we 

wish to say a specific word about the importance of 
fathers. A crucial measure of a man is the manner in which 
he cares for his family-whether children see his love, 
respect, and care for their mother; and whether he is 
involved in their daily care, emotional support, spiritual 
growth, education, and development. For too many 
women, the care of children is a lonely commitment 
lacking the full and active participation of fathers. In 
these cases, children lose vital emotional support, and 
fathers miss one of the richest and most challenging 
human experiences. Parenting should be a partnership of 
love and mutual support-fully involving both mother 
and father. 

G. Broader Cultural Forces

There are broader cultural and societal forces that
contribute to the neglect of children. An ethic of exces­
sive individualism, a culture of consumerism, and a pre­
occupation with material progress have contributed to a 
situation where sacrifice for others and concern for the 
common good are neglected virtues. 

In our society children are too often considered a 
liability, rather than the sacred promise of the future. 
Sadly, some young couples are fearful or indifferent to 
the joys and responsibilities of bringing children into the 
world and could miss one of the most enriching and 
creative dimensions of human life. In many families-

A crucial measure of a man is the manner in which he 

cares for his family-whether children see his love, 
respect, and care for their mother; and whether he is 

involved in their daily care, emotional support, spiritual 
growth, education, and development. 

rich, poor, and in-between-children miss the emotional, 
intellectual, and spiritual support they desperately need 
to thrive. 

A particularly influential force is the communica­
tions media. Too often this powerful cultural force seems 
less an ally and more an adversary in sharing basic values 
and helping shape healthy children. With notable excep­
tions, our children are often exposed to pervasive vio-
1 ence; casual sex; and racial, ethnic, and sexual 
stereotypes in music, film, and television. We hope media 
could increasingly reinforce basic values of honesty, 
compassion, respect for others, and fairness, rather than 
simply send messages that diminish and distort human 
life and love. Changed policies in our nation must be 
matched by changed values in our society at large. 

VII. International Dimensions

Internationally, the needs are no less urgent and the 
problems are, if anything, more intractable. The cheap 
labor of children helps debt-ridden Third World countries 
pay their creditors. The intensification of local conflicts 
through the international arms trade and, until recently, 
the competing strategies of superpowers, displaces chil­
dren and diverts public spending from meeting their basic 
needs. And adjustment programs conceived in macroeco­
nomic terms by donor governments and international 
development institutions bring increased suffering to 
families and children who are already the victims of 
ill-conceived development policies. 

But our actions for children abroad are likely to be 

less direct and our prescriptions less detailed. We do 
not-and should not-control the internal policies of 
Third World governments. Yet the United States, repre­
senting nearly one third of the world's economic powers, 
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cannot escape a heavy responsibility to those who do not 
benefit from the global economy, especially, in our view, 
its least responsible victims -the millions of desperate 
Third World children. 

The fate of children, however, cannot be separated 
from the fate of their societies. As long as so many nations 
languish in poverty, the fate of many children will be 
grim. To overcome the legacy of neglect and mismanage­
ment. indifference, and corruption will require new pol­
icies in our nation, in other affluent societies, and in the 
poor countries themselves. 

The UN World Summit on Children and its Conven­

tion on the Rights of the Child outlined a constructive 
agenda for action. The promises made at that summit 
must be kept. The basic human rights of children must be 

respected and promoted, and their basic needs must be 
met. The agenda is long and comprehensive: 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

shelter and relief for refugees and the homeless; 

food aid for disaster victims; 

medical treatment for the sick; 

maternal and child health programs; 

basic education and child care; 

improved nutrition; and 

• the elimination of child labor, children in military
service, and other exploitative practices.

But more fundamental reforms are necessary. For­
eign policy, military policy, and international economic 
policy are also children's policies. Advocates for children 
need to be deeply involved in designing, implementing, 
and assessing international policy since the international 
economic system and the policies and practices that 
support and perpetuate it are taking the future of so many 
children hostage. 

As recent papal encyclicals have pointed out, we 
need a new vision of solidarity in which poor children are 
seen not as remote issues or abstract problems, but as our 
sons and daughters, members of a global human family. 
We especially need to be their advocates here in the 
United States where global economic policy is so often 
made. 

U.S. economic policy touches four key international 
economic relationships-trade, aid, finance, and invest-
ment. 

• 

• 

• 

We need an international trading system that 
helps poor children by allocating the benefits of 
trade more equitably and ensures that poor coun­
tries receive fair prices for their exports. The ex­
ploitation of child labor for competitive advantage 
is essentially wrong; nor does it lead to authentic 
development. Unbridled competition is not an ade­
quate or acceptable rationale for a trade policy; 
neither is selfish protectionism that simply re­
stricts imports from the developing world. 

We need a foreign aid program that gives greater 
priority to the basic needs of families and children 
in the developing countries than to the national se­
curity or competitive advantage of the United 
Sates or the military appetites of Third World gov­
ernments. Development must be understood and 
promoted in terms of helping poor people improve 
the quality of their lives and build for their future, 
rather than merely increasing the quantity of their 
possessions and their nation's military arsenal. 

We need a global financial system that looks at the 
human consequences of the massive external debt 
of the developing countries Md realistically at­
tempts to relieve it through a genuine sharing of re­
sponsibility among creditors and debtors. We can­
not approach this problem as no more than a ques-

• 

lion of exchange rates, inflation, and debt service . 
This results in policies in the debtor countries that 
further punish children and other� by reducing 
housing, educatjon, transportation, and other pub­
lic services. It also often deprives them of food in 
order to increase the export of agricultural prod­
ucts that will earn the foreign exchange required 
to pay external debts. 

And we need an increase in both foreign and do­

mestic investment in developing countries which 
neither creates dependency nor enriches investors 
at the expense of poor families. Business firms in 
the United States and elsewhere have demon­
strated many times that there is no intrinsic contra­
diction between the pursuit of reasonable profit 
and the realization of social and economic justice. 
It is neither moral nor necessary 10 invest in enter­
prises that injure or exploit natural resources or 
people, especially children. 

There are other important priorities. We are required 
to address the continuing danger for children that comes 
with the still unresolved conflicts in the Middle East, 
Central America, and other parts of the world. The anti­
child and antifamily coercive population and abortion 
policies of some societies deserve our continued opposi­
tion. We cannot ignore the pervasive discrimination 
against women in some parts of the world which jeopar­
dizes the lives of female infants and deprives girls of a 
promising future. Finally, the continuing human costs of 
the lethal international arms trade which robs children of 
opportunity and assistance require our active resistance 
as well. Our work for peace is a work for the children of 
the world since children pay a huge price for warfare. 
Catholic Relief Services and the UN report the terrible 
suffering of children in Iraq in the aftermath of the 
Persian Gulf War. Our conference has joined with others 
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Our work for peace 1s a work for the children of the world 
since children pay a huge price for warfare. 
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VIII. A Call to Action
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in advocating the restructuring of economic sanctions to 
pursue regional security and effective arms control with­
out putting at risk the vulnerable children of Iraq.

Environmental concerns touch our children. The 
United Nations’ 1990 report on “Children and the Envi­
ronment” puts this point very succinctly: What do we owe 
these children — our children and our grandchildren? We 
owe them a planet fit to live on and capable of sustaining 
the future.”

We also need to recognize fully the family dimen­
sions of refugee and immigration policies, seeking to 
keep families together and to respect the rights and dig­
nity of families driven from their homes by violence, 
oppression, or injustice.

In the international arena, as in the national, we need 
policies and programs aimed not only at solving prob­
lems, but also even more at preventing them. Preventive 
medicine is almost always less costly than other treat­
ment, but foresight is also harder and less clear then 
hindsight. But we now know more clearly from experi­
ence how debt burdens accumulate, what kinds of invest­
ments create or perpetuate dependency, what sorts of 

We are approaching the Third Millennium. Can we 
summon the will and the ways to make our families, our 
nation, and our world welcoming and decent places for 
our children? We hope the Catholic community will 
become a persistent, informed, and committed voice for 
children and families, urging all American institutions 
from neighborhood associations to the federal govern­
ment to put our children first. Let us find life-giving and 
loving alternatives to the despair of abortion. Let us insist 
that by the year 2000 we will finally eliminate poverty 
among children in this affluent society, and we will have 
a world where children will no longer die of hunger. Let 

development assistance programs work or do not work, 
and how trade practices harm working people and the 
poor here and abroad.

In our hearts, we know something is wrong as we 
watch children die on the nightly news. We need to link 
those heartbreaking pictures of hunger and desperation 
to the structures of debt and development, conflict and 
violence which contribute — directly or indirectly — to the 
death of those children. We can no longer remain indif­
ferent. We need to respond not only with sadness and 
contributions, but with concrete commitment to seek 
change in the way the world treats children. Foreign 
policy is frequently children’s policy and people who 
care for children need to be deeply involved in assessing 
the consequences of economic policy and military action 
for its impact on children. We need to see and hear more 
clearly the stories of our missionaries and Catholic Relief 
Services who share with us the terrible consequences of 
violence, poverty, debt, and injustice on the lives of 
children. We need to see Jesus in the hungry and helpless 

children who haunt our world.

We hope the Catholic community will become a persistent, informed, and committed voice for children and families, urging all 
American institutions from neighborhood associations to the federal government to put our children first.
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us support all families in their struggle to offer their 
children the values, help, and hope they need. Let us seek 
to break the cycle of poverty and destructive behavior 

which leaves so many children imprisoned.
1992 is an election year. While others are campaign­

ing for public office, let us campaign for children. Let us 
insist that the needs of our children, all children, but 
especially unborn children and poor children, take first 
place in the dialogue over the values and vision that ought 
to guide our nation. Let us also campaign within our 
Church to develop a genuine family perspective in our 
own policies and programs and in our ministries and
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services. As bishops we pledge to keep these concerns 

before our conference through our various committees 

and our offices so that we, too, move beyond rhetoric to 

action of behalf of our children. 

We call on the institutions of Catholic life to join with 

us in continuing to reach out and support children and 

their parents. A great deal is already being done-in 

thousands of parishes and schools, in Catholic Charities, 

and diocesan programs. Let us build on this solid foun­

dation to assess all our efforts from a family perspective 

and become even more effective sources of help and 

advocacy for children and families. In the months and 

years to come, let us with even greater urgency and 

commitment focus our pastoral care, direct our services, 

and lift our voices to enhance the life and dignity of all 

children, especially poor children. 
It is not only poor children, however, who are vul­

nerable and in need of our concrete commitment, all

children need our active concern. The children of afflu­

ence, too, can experience poverty, a spiritual and moral 

poverty according to Robert Coles, noted author and 

psychiatrist, and others. These children -indeed, al I chil­

dren - need parents who care enough about them to give 

them time, one of the surest measures of human love. 
They also need appropriate discipline, i.e., loving limits 

in which they can grow into mature men and women, who 

themselves are full of care for the next generation. And 

when parents are unable to fully meet their children's 

needs, other adults must demonstrate that children belong 

to a larger, loving community, and society at large must 

act to protect the life, dignity, and rights of all God's 

children. 

In closing, we would like to say a special word to 

parents -a word of appreciation, gratitude, and hope. We 

recognize the joy and hope and occasional sadness and 

hurt that come with the difficult and exhilarating respon­

sibility of being a good mother or father. Children chal­

lenge, but they also educate. They can open our eyes to 

new depths of spiritual and religious insight. They test 

our patience, touch our hearts, and fill our lives. We 

appreciate the sacrifice, care, and hard work that make a 

parent the clearest example of God's love in our midst. 

IX. Conclusion

For generations, the Catholic community has 

reached out to children -to welcome them into our faith, 
to teach them, to serve their spiritual growth, and to offer 

food, shelter, and help at times of need. We have defended 

their right to life itself and their right to live with dignity, 

to realize the bright promise and opportunity of child­

hood. Now we renew this commitment and build on it. 

We seek to bring new hope and concrete help to a gener­

ation of children at risk. We seek to measure our ministry, 
our nation, and our world for the manner in which we 

protect the lives, dignity, and rights of all God's children. 
This is a work of faith: a commitment of a commu­

nity that believes that we are judged by our response to 

those most in need-poor and vulnerable children. 
This is a work of hope: a commitment to the future, 

to the children who will shape the Church, the nation, and 

the world of tomorrow. 

This is a work of love: a commitment to reach out 

and care for the children in our midst and around the 

world who desperately need our help. 

Two thousand years ago, Jesus said, "Let the chil­

dren come to me ... (Lk 18: 16)." Today, as his followers, 

we say let us put our children first; let us shape our 

families, churches, nation, and world to care for our most 

precious gift-our children. 
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