



































PUTTING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES FIRST

White many children lead happy, secure, safe lives, too many others in our country and
throughout the world do not. Every year, 1.6 million innocent children’s lives are destroyed by
legalized abortion in the U.S. alone. One in four children in this country lives in poverty. Every day
throughout the world, 44,000 children die from poverly, hunger and related problems.

The Catholic community brings to this moral challenge three key assets: the values of the
Scriptures where children are seen as blessings, the message of Catholic teaching which calls us
to measure society by how children and families fare, and our experience in serving children and
their families. We support their spiritual life in our parishes, we educate them in our schools, we
care for them in our hospitals, and we provide a wide range of supportive services through our
charitable and outreach programs.

While the bishops recognize that our homes, neighborhoods, parishes, and communities are
where the most important work to support children occurs, they also recognize the role public policy
can play in strengthening or undermining families.

“No government can love a child and no policy can substitute for a family's care, but
clearly families can be helped or hurt in their irreplaceable roles. Government can
either support or undermine families as they cope with the moral, social, and economic
stresses of caring for children."

Further, the bishops decry an unnecessary and unreal polarization about how to help families,
which has pitted those who promote more personal responsibility against those who support “family
friendly” policies.

“The undeniable fact is that our children's future is shaped both by the values of their
parents and the policies of our nation...We believe parental responsibility and broader
social responsibility, changed behavior and changed policies are complementary
requiremenits to help families."

CRITERIA FOR NATIONAL POLICY

The bishops suggest seven criteria for pro-family public policies:

= Put children and families first in the allocation of resources and the focus of public life.
* Help; don't hurt. Support policies that strengthen rather than undermine families.

* Those with the greatest need require the greatest response.

*  Empower families. Help families meet their responsibilities to their children.

« Fight economic and social forces which threaten children and family life.

* Build on the strengths of families; reward responsibility and sacrifice for children.

* Recognize that foreign policy is increasingly children’s policy.

THE CALL TO ACTION

Pointing to the many helpless and hopeless children who haunt our world, the bishops call on
all of us to turn our values into action on behalf of children and families.
“We hope the Catholic community will become a persistent, informed and committed
voice for children and families, urging all American institutions from neighborhood
associations to the federal government to put our children first.”
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JAMES M DUNN

August 25, 1993

The President
The White House
washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

We understand that there is an intense lobbying effort for you
to visit with officers of the Southern Baptist Convention,
President Ed Young and the President of the Executive
Committee Morris Chapman. Mr. President, because I campaigned
vigorously for you, stand resolutely behind you, and support
the thrusts of your Presidency, including your economic
reforms, health care, fairness for horosexuals, and the right
of a woman to choose her own destiny I hope you will not be

used and abused by the fundamentalist, New Right, leaders of
the SBC.

The desperation of these men to see you reflects their need
for the credibility they would gain with such a visit. I,

with you, do not believe the office of the president should be
so used.

Because I know these men and their track record we can predict
with absolute certainty that should you visit with them they
would leave your office and either distort what you said or
use for their own purposes what they "told the President."

This sort of visit with religious right leaders brought great
pain and embarrassment to President Carter. Jerry Falwell
misrepresented the President’s position on homosexuality.
Adrian Rogers, reported on how he had "witnessed" to the
president and asked him to turn from his secular humanism.

Mr. President I’ve known the present leaders of the SBC for

forty years and I can assure you that nothing good can
possibly come from them.

It’s a joy to work with you and your people. We pray for you
and are eager to help in any way possible.

Sincerely,

T,

ames M. Dunn

TOTAL P.B3
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CLINTON-INTERVIEW QOct 26, 1992 (1,460 words) With photos sent Oct. 21 and today.
CLINTON SAYS LAWS ON PARENTAL NOTICE FOR ABORTION WOULD BE OK
By Patricia Zapor

Catholic News Scrvice

FREELAND, Mich, (CNS) -- States should have the freedom 0 require parental notification
for abortion, Dcmocratic presidentiul nouminee Bill Clinton said Oct. 25 in a 25-minutc interview with
Catholic News Service.

Clinton, who says he opposes abortion but belicves it should be legal, also said he doesn’t think
federal law should prohibit a state’s right 10 establish a 24-hour waiting period before an abortion may
be performed, although he believes such waiting periods pase an unnccessiry burden for some women,

I'he Arkansas governor, a Southern Baptist who graduated from Jesuit-run Gevrgetown
Univcrsity, also credited his six yeurs of Cutholic cducution with ingraining in him a sense of moral
obligation to try to live out religious convictions that affects his daily life.

In a wide-ranging interview at Tri-City Airport in Freeland, Mich., ncar Saginaw, Clinton
discussed:

- His college years al Georgelown and twn ycars in a Catholic grade school.

- His opposition (0 a school ¢hofce voucher funding system that inciudes parochial schouls.

-- Stundurds he would apply in nominating Supreme Court justices.

llis support for the death penalty.

His support for would-be refugees 10 the United States from Haiti.

-- Proposals 1o help the nation’s poor children.

Clinton has said he would support the Frecdom of Choice Act, a bill which, as introduced in
the last session of Congress, would have prohibited states from passing any laws restricting abortion.
But Clinton noted that vurious pioposed amendments to the bill would have given states some
regulatory leeway.

Acknowledging that as governor of Arkansas he suppuoited a law requiring minors to notify their
parents before having abortions, Clinton noted, “The final form of that act (in Congress) is not yet
clear. Before the pcople who support it decided not to push il in this Congress, there were all kinds
of negotiations about whalt the states should still be free 10 do”

“l think states should absolutely have the freedom to have parcotal notice,” he said. While he
believes a 24-hour waiting period “philosophically, sounds like a otally reasonable thing,” it can impose

an unfair burden on women who must tavel long distances in some arcas of the country where there
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handpguns so we could cheek their criminal and mental healtls history and age,” he said.

Discussing his religious beliefs, Clinton said his ycars at Georgetown fent their mark. Paircd with
his Southern Baptist belicfs, Clinton said, his yeuars of siudying under the Jesuits bave shaped his sensc
of public duty.

While his religious heritage established his belicf that the basis of religious freedom lies in
church-state sepuration, Catholic influcuces have underscoured his sense of obligation to others.

le’s learned “we are morally obliged to try 1o live out our religious convictions in the waorld,”

he saicl. Raptists believe that sulvation is a mutter of the persunal selutivnship beiween an individual

and God, Clinton notel.

3

Jesuits also taught him “a real respect for the obligation w develop one’s mind,” Clinton said.
“Religious convictions involve more than emotions, there is an intellectual vigor. If you have
a mind, you have an obligation 1o develop it o learn 1o think ... and then to act on those things more
powerfully because you know more.”
A favorite scriptural passage is Gul 6:9, he said. “Let us not grow weary while doing good, for
in duc season we shali rcap, but do not lose hear ™

¢ e
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CLINTON-INTERVIUW O 26, 1922 (1,400 woids) With photos seit Oct. 21 wnd today
CLINTON SAYS LAWS ON PARENTAL NOTICE FOR ABORTION WOULD 1852 OK
By Patncis Zapor

Catholic News Serwvice

PRELIAND, Mich (CNS) -- Statcs should have the (recdom 1o requiie parental notificaticn for abortion, Demaocratic presidential nomince
Bill Clinton eaid Oet. 25 in a 25.mvmule interview with Caltwaic News Service

Chinton, who cays he apposcs shortion bul badisves 1t should be tegal, also said he doesn’t think federsl law should prohihit & stale’s right 1o
cstablish 3 24-hour waiting peeint befare sa uburtivn may be perfonncd, wlihuugh he belleves such waiting penods pOsC un unnecessiry burden for sume
women.

The Arkanwas goscinn, v Southcrd Daphsl who graduated from Jesui-run CGieorgclown Univenuy, slso crcdited his six years of Catholic
cducation with ingrainirg in him a scnsc of moral ¢bligation 10 17y 10 lve out religous convictions that alfects his duily hfe

In » widc-ranging intervicw a: “1G-City Airpont an Freclund, Mich., ncar Sagimaw, (linton discussed;

= Ilig college years at Georgetuwn and two yean in b Catholic jrade schovl

- His opsition 10 a «wchoal chawce voucher funding systen thit inciudes pistixn-hial schools.

- Standanrds he would apply in nonunating Supreme Conn jusiicrs

- His suppon for the death penalty,

« Hig suppon for wauld-l:e n-(»-&ccs 1o the Voiod Stetes trom Jlat

- Proposals (0 IxIp the nation's pxor childsen

Clintona hax 3aid he woutd support 1K 1reedom o Cholee ACt 8 bill which, as introduced in the fust session of Congress, would have prolubited
stsles from passing uny Jnws restricting aboiion. Bul Clinton el that vrious proposed amendments 1o the ill would have given staics some regalalony
lccway.

Achnowledging that as governor of Arkansas he supporicd a law icquifing minas 10 notily their parents before Laving abortions, Chntan neved,
“IMhe final forey of that act (in Congress) is s yet clear. Before the people wio supgxort it decided aot to push o in this Congress, there were all kinds
of ncgoliutions about what the states ahould siill be five 1o do.”

1 think states chould ahsolutely have the (recdon w have paieotal notice.” ne sad. While he belicves a 24-hour wanting period “phifusophically,
sounds like a totally rcasonable thing." it can impose 8n unfar Lurcen on wiinen who must travet Tong URILACTY 1N SOMC dreas of 1he counlry where
there are few abortion clinics.

“1 Jun't know that fedaral Taw nevds 10 reguiate B Gway, bul s @ pracical matter, i e real world 1t s a significant burden,” Clinton »aid.,
“la the rcal werld there are very few people whu do that wha haven't ihought abwout it for 24 hours”

Qunton alko xaid he wanis pro-lile Democrats e ramwm 0 the paily wnd that he regrets the decsion Lo refuse Pennsyivania Gov. Robert
Cascy’s request to address the Democistic Nidional Canvention in July.

Casey, o popular Catholic governor 1n 0 key Democrabic stuse, s urged e party 0 meaceae s platiorm, which stongly opposes any
repulatinn of abortion. Clinton was vaticismd ut the ume for heepig Caaey off the apcakera plattarm as pars of an effart 16 precont o umited front
{avoring abortion rights

According 10 Clinton, Ron Heown. chuaman of the Demacsate Nuttonsd Commitiee, based his decisiom (0 tuin Jown Cakey's 1egucst on ihe
fact that Casey had not yot cadored the Clinton-Ciore lirkas

“Iwme very fruntrting lo me because 1 hihe Dot Cancy # 01”7 8318 Cintan. 1 mesn $ve known him for years and worked with hin. And |
stitempted 10 visit with him sbout it I pasonally had no problems with b Lalking.”

Other Democrats wha oppose abartion, such ay Hoson Mayar Ray Flynn. dad Lime at the miceophone ana made pro-life statemente, Qinton
sard. “Hut he had cndorsed our ticke:.”

Clinton said he would like Democrats who dissgree abuut abartion o feel they can work within the paity (0 make aborhions less neecsSary.

“} want pro-life Demuocrats in our party and 1've aclicd catremely hieavily on Mawva Flynn in Lhis campisign for sl kinds ol advice on a numbsr
of issues,” Chnton said.

*} don't want 10 run anybndy out of the Paity (hat agrees woh e on more muce than they disagres with us G’ Ie iV

Catholics in particutiar should fect at home i the Democraur party, cven (b thiey Jisagree about abonticn, belicves Clinton

“Ihe Demaoeratic Pany's pintforon sad hisloue commitmenia 8:C wul ot cunssieiit. With the Catholic Courch's sextal mission than the
Republicen platform’s.” he suid. “So 1 thinh we shoutd 1slk about things on which we do agree ™

He uviged finding ways fur people who gragice vn abiortion to work ogether 10 scduwee their number, AJoplion, i particular, should I more

widely encauraged, he said



























I. Introduction: Children within a Family Perspective

Our nation is failing many of our children. Our
world is a hostile and dangerous place for millions of
children. As pastors in a community deeply committed
to serving children and their families, and as teachers of
a faith that celebrates the gift of children, we seek to
call attention to this crisis and to fashion a response
that builds on the values of our faith, the experience of
our community, and the love and compassion of our
people. We seek to shape a society —and a world — with
a clear priority for families and children in need and to
contribute to the development of policies that help fam-
ilies protect their children’s lives and overcome the
moral, social, and economic forces that threaten their
future.

We focus on the situation of our children for several
reasons:

¢  Qurchildren are a test of both our humanity
and our faith. As Pope John Paul II said in
Familiaris Consortio, “In the Christian view, our
treatment of children becomes a measure of our fi-
delity to the Lord himself.”

*  Qurchildren are hurting, in the United States
and around the world. They are among the most
vulnerable members of the human family. The
lives, dignity, rights, and hopes of literally mil-
lions of children are at risk.

®  Qur children are our future —they will be the
leaders, the believers, the parents, the citizens of
tomorrow. In responding to their needs today, we
shape a better future for all.

Our children are our present. Our children bring
us special gifts, today, not just tomorrow. They are
the sign of God's continual gift to the world. Thus,
we need to respect them and place their rights as a
priority in our society and our Church.

Parents need support and help in meeting the
challenges of raising children in the face of the cul-
tural, economic. and moral pressures of our day.

No institution can substitute for the committed
love, daily sacrifice, and hard work of parents in
caring for their children. But every institution
should support parents in their essential tasks. Our
Church must be an ally and advocate for parents
as they struggle to meet their children’s needs at
home and in an often hostile world where power-
ful economic and social forces can overwhelm the
love and care of a family.

Our purpose is to share the facts of a society failing
its children and a world neglecting children, and to ex-
plore the moral dimensions, human consequences, and
religious meaning of these failures. We invite the Catho-
lic community and the broader society to respond to this
urgent moral challenge and to suggest some basic values
and directions for our families, nation, and world in
meeting it. We urge a reordering of priorities — personal,
ecclesial, and societal — to focus more on the needs and
potential of our children. This message is a call for
conversion and action — a spiritual and social reawaken-
ing to the moral and human costs of neglecting our
children and families.

In these reflections, we build on our past efforts
especially our statements on family, hurnan life, and
social justice. We focus on children, not as unconnected

Children are the poorest mem-
bers of our society—one out of
five children grows up poor in the
richest nation on earth.

individuals, but as members of families. Every family has
a mission “to guard, reveal, and communicate love” and
children are at the center of that mission. We address the
needs of children from a family perspective.

If society seeks to help children, it has to support
families, since children’s lives are nurtured or neglected,
enhanced or diminished by the quality of family life.

II. The Realities

Childhood should be a happy, secure, and safe time
of growth and development. For many children, it is. We
are learning more and more about the remarkable human,
moral. and spiritual development of young people. They
arc resilient, adaptive. and resourceful. But for far too
many of our children all over the world. childhood is an
often dangerous and overwhelming struggle.

A. Children in the United States

We ask vou to consi

der thes
natonal life: ¢ sad facts of our

¢ Every year 1.6 million of our children are de-

stroyed by legalized abortion even before they are
born. They are denied their most basic right, the
right to life itself.

Children are the poorest members of our society —
one out of five children grows up poor in the rich-
est nation on earth. Among our youngest children,
a fourth are poor. Children are nearly twice as
likely to be poor as any other group. Among chil-
dren, the younger you are, the more likely you are
to be poor in America. And poverty means chil-







III. The Moral and Religious Dimension

In the Catholic community, we draw on three basic
resources to shape our response to this moral challenge:
the Scriptures, Catholic teaching, and our experience in
serving children and their families.

A.The Lessons of Scripture

In the Bible, children are both a blessing from God
and a test of the community’s values. The ancient He-
brews believed children were a sign of God’s favor
(Gn 15:1-6). Our fathers and mothers in faith prayed for
children, and God answered their pleas (Gn 15:1-6;
1 Sm 1:9-21). But the Scriptures also record terrible sins
against the young. Children were the victims of abuse
(Ps 10:18; 94.6; Jb 22:9). Orphans were especially vul-
nerable and became objects of God’s special care. God
and his Covenant upheld therights of abandoned children
(Ps 68:5; Jer 49:11), provided for their support
(Dt 24:19-22), and demanded their protection
(Ex 22:22-24).

Holiness and justice are to be found in those who
are ready to give wholehearted, generous support to the
vulnerable children: “To the fatherless be as a father, and
help their mother as a husband would...” (Sir 4:10).
“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God... is this,”
the letter of James declares, “to care for orphans and
widows in their affliction...” (Jas 1:27).

Under the covenant, care of orphans and widows,
like that of aliens and the poor, was the responsibility of
both families and the whole society. The prophets in-
veighed against the people for their failure to do justice
“by advancing the claim of the fatherless” (Jer 5:28) and
by exploiting widows and orphans (Ez 22:7). Indeed,
God'’s continued presence among the people depended on
doing justice to the oppressed:

Only if you thoroughly reform your ways and your

deeds: if each of you deals justly with his neighbor, if

you no longer oppress the resident alien. the orphan,

and the widow; ...will | remain with vou in this place,

in the land which | gave vour fathers long ago and .

forever (Jer 7:4-7).

In the New Testament we read how Jesus came into
the world as a vulnerable and homeless child. We also
hear of God's love for us and the frequent refcrence to
children in the parables. For example, in explaining the
goodness of God, Jesus says, “Which one of you would
hand his son a stone when he asks for a loaf of bread, or
a snake when he asks for a fish? If you then, who are
wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will your heavenly Father give good
things to those who ask him" (Mt 7:7-11).

Jesus welcomed and blessed children (Mt 19:12-15)
and called his disciples to act as children in receiving the
word of God. Jesus tells his disciples: “Whoever receives
one child...in my name, receives me; and whoever re-
ceives me, receives not me but the One who sent me”

(Mk 9:36-37). This parallels the story of the last judg-
ment, where we learn that in serving “the least among
us,” we serve the Lord; this parable insists that our
judgment depends on our response to the hungry, the

thirsty, the naked (Mt 25). In our day the “orphans and

No institution is more deeply
involved in serving the needs of
children than our community of
faith. We bring not only deep con-
viction, but also vast experience
to the challenge of meeting the
needs of children.

widows™ are poor children and single parents; the “least
of these™ are hungry and homeless children; unwanted,
unborn children; crack babies; and children with AIDS.

The Scriptures call on believers to stand up for the
poor and vulnerable. “Speak out for those who cannot
speak for themselves, for the rights of the destitute, open
your mouth, decree what is just, defend the needy and the
poor” (Prv 31:8-9). And, the early Church was called in
the first letter of John to put love of God into action, “...[W]e
should love one another.... If someone who has worldly
means sees a brother in need and refuses him compassion,
how can the love of God remain in him? Children, let us
love not in word or speech but in deed and truth.”
(1Jn3:11-17).

B.The Teaching of the Church

1. Traditional Social Teaching

The biblical call to speak for those who cannot speak
for themselves and to make Christian love real and active
has taken explicit shape over the last century in the
traditional social teaching of our Church. This tradition
and its key principles shape and guide our response to the
moral challenge of our children. These principles include
the life and dignity of the human person, human rights
and responsibilities, the call to family and community,
the dignity of work, the option for the poor and vulnera-
ble, and the principle of solidarity. These principles take
on increasing urgency and relevance as they are so clearly
violated in the lives of so many children. Applying Cath-
olic social teaching today requires a priority focus on
children.

2. Teaching on Family

We also share a more specific ecclesial heritage of
teaching on children and families. Through children, God
shares with women and men a special participation in
creation. If we are to protect and nurture this gift of
children, we must have strong families.



The physical, psychological. moral, and spiritual
health of children is intimately linked to the health of
families. In Christian terms. the family is sacred and holy,
a “community of life and love,”™ which prepares. nour-
ishes, and sustains the youngest members of the Church
intheir task of building up the kingdom of God. In social
terms, families are the “first and vital cell of society,” the
building block of community.

Our family perspective demands that the rights of
children are directly linked to the rights and responsibilities
of families. These rights were outlined in the Holy See’s
Charter of Family Rights. They include the right to found
afamily, to astable marriage, to bear and educate children in
one’s faith, to sacial and economic security, to decent hous-
ing, to protect children from harm, and to immigrate.

These rights are linked to the responsibilities of
families, including four fundamental tasks:

®  Families form children in a loving community.

Each member of the family shares in the responsi-
bility to build this unique community of love. Chil-
dren contribute to this community through their
gift of love, respect, and obedience toward their
parents. Parents, in turn, nurture their children in
self-giving love, mutual respect, and discipline. In
these ways, families challenge the exaggerated in-
dividualism and selfishness that so distort our society.

Families serve the life and dignity of children.
Men and women joined in marriage share in
God’s love and power as Creator by their free and
responsible cooperation in transmitting the gift of
human life through the moral exercise of the gift
of human sexuality. This participation in God's
creative activity involves both bringing children
into the world and taking part in their upbringing
and education. Parents are the first and most im-
portant educators of their children. Responsible
parenthood is a cornerstone of the Church's teach-
ing on family and a healthy society.

Families bring children to participate in the devel-
opment of society. Parents help children grow in
moral and spiritual maturity and also help to build
acaring and just society. Through families, chil-
dren should come to identify with the most needy
in the community, especially poor and.suffering
children, and should develop a life-long commit-
ment to respond through service of the poor and
disadvantaged and through action for justice and
peace in their own communities and the world.

Families enable children to share in the life and
mission of the Church. In the family. parents com-
municate the Gospel to their children, and children
as well as parents learn to live it in their daily
lives. Parents have a responsibility, through word
and example. to help make prayer and the sacra-
ments an integral part of their children’s lives. The

Gospel of Jesus and the life of faith are enormous
gifts to our children, offering meaning, direction,
and discipline in a world that often lacks them.
Parents instill in their children a commitment to
loving service of others, helping them to discover
in every person the image of God.

As believers and citizens, we
need—each of us—to use our val-
ues, voices, and votes to hold our
public officials accountable and
to shape a society that puts our
children first.

These tasks of families are shared with others, espe-
cially extended families, parishes, and other networks of
family support. An African proverb suggests “It takes a
whole village to raise a child.” In our society it takes
grandparents and godparents, friends and relatives,
teachers and pastors, and many others. We recognize and
support the diverse sources of strength and help for
families.

3. Society: Protector and Promoter of
Children and Families

Social institutions increasingly share many of the
family's responsibilities toward children, but they can
never take the place of families. Rather, social institu-
tions—government at all levels, employers, religious
institutions, schools, media, community organizations —
should enter into creative partnerships with families so
that families can fulfill their responsibilities toward chil-
dren. As we said in Economic Justice for All, “Economic
and social policies as well as the organization of work
should be continually evaluated in light of their impact
on the strength and stability of family life.”

These themes are reinforced by the message of Pope
John Paul II's encyclical, Centesimus Annus, which em-
phasizes the continuing value of Catholic social teaching.
The pope calls the family “the sanctuary of life™ and savs:

In order 10 overcome today's widespread individualis-

ticmentality, what is required is a concrete commitment

to solidarity and charity, beginning in the family.... It

is urgent therefore to promote not only family policies.

but also those social policies which have the family as

their principai object. policies which assist the family

by providing adequate resources and efficient means of

sunport, both for bringing up children and for looking

after the elderly... (49).

The Holy Father also insists that the strengths and
efficiency of a market economy like our own need to be
harmonized with the needs and rights of families. espe-
cially the poor and workers. and he warns against overly
bureaucratic responses to family needs.

n















social, and political life of society; and an inability to
influence decisions that affect one’s life. It means being
powerless in a way that assaults not only one’s pocket-
book but also one’s fundamental human dignity.

Many children are poor because they were bomn to
young parents who are unmarried and are not equipped
to support them, but many others are poor because their
parents are casualties of economic forces beyond their
control: recession, industrial restructuring, erosion of real
wages, unemployment, and discrimination in hiring and
promotion. Staggering increases in the costs of essentials
such as rent and medical care have meant that even full
time work is no guarantee against poverty. Moreover, the
holes in the safety net have gotten larger, making it much
harder for families to recover from a layoff or extensive
medical bills.

2. Decent Jobs at Decent Wages

Despite the long uninterrupted period of economic
expansion in the 1980s, child poverty increased signifi-
cantly in this nation. Clearly, economic growth alone is
not sufficient to solve the problem, and the recent reces-
sion has already cost 2 million Americans their jobs. As
we wrote in our 1986 pastoral letter on the U.S.economy,
targeted economic policies are necessary to create suffi-
cient jobs at adequate wages to support families in dig-
nity. Decent jobs at decent wages — what used to be called
a “family wage” —are the most important economic as-
sets for families. Periodic increases in the minimum wage
to reflect inflation would be a useful step in this direction.

Too many of our young people come to adulthood
without goals or the skills needed in the world of work.
All too often some succumb to the allure of crime or to
the despair of a life without direction or accomplishment.
Greater public and private efforts are needed to introduce
young people to the challenges and rewards of meaning-
ful work. Communities, in partnership with the public
sector, should offer the kinds of training, apprenticeships,
and service opportunities that will prepare young people
to use their talents and energy in positive ways. National
policies should ensure that all those who can work in fact
have the opportunity to contribute to the common good
by their labor.

3. Changing Tax Policy to Help Families

The 1986 tax reform law and later expansion of the
Earned Income Tax Credit have lightened some of the
federal tax burden of poverty-level families with chil-
dren, but the tax code needs further reform to bring
fairness to the treatment of families, especially to those
raising children on modest incomes. The current tax code
fails to reflect the real costs of raising children and offers
inadequate help to families with children.

We welcome proposals to reform the tax code to help
families cope with the high cost of raising children. These
proposals, which have drawn bipartisan support, would
allow middle income families with children to keep more
of what they earn and would help lift low income families
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out of poverty. Such proposals deserve serious consider-
ation and general support in light of the current bias
against children in our tax laws, especially those in low
and moderate income families. As one commentator
pointed out recently, taxpayers in America today can
receive a bigger tax break for breeding racehorses than
for raising children. We continue to support an expanded
earned income tax credit to assist poor, working families.
This pro-work, pro-family provision needs to be en-
hanced and supported as an important contribution to tax
fairness.

4. Help for Poor Children

Children’s lives are diminished every day in this
nation because of the low level of welfare benefits. Mis-
leading stereotypes of welfare families and misguided
budget priorities are largely responsible for the failure of
both federal and state governments to protect children
from hunger, homelessness, and deprivation. We reiterate
our call for aminimum national welfare benefit that will
permit children and their parents to live in dignity. A
decent society will not balance its budget on the backs of
poor children. Sadly, the fiscal difficulties in many of our
states has meant disproportionate cuts and unfair burdens
for poor families.

Some aspects of welfare are antifamily. For example,
in many states, unemployed fathers must leave the home
so that the children can get welfare assistance beyond an
initial six month period. We have frequently called for
true welfare reform that would be both pro-family and
pro-child. No family should have to separate as a condi-
tion of receiving assistance.

At a time when most mothers of young children are
employed at least part time, our society sometimes loses
sight of the value of parental care of young children. As
preschoolers in day care becomes the norm, we fear the
work of mothers in the home is becoming devalued, since
it does not offer the economic rewards or recognition of
other work.

Our conference strongly supports effective volun-
tary programs to equip parents with education and job
skills. We oppose compulsory and poorly designed ef-
forts to require them to hand over to others the daily care
of their preschool children. The fact that children are poor
and in need of government aid does not take away their
basic human right to be cared for by their parents if that
is their family's choice.

C. Helping Families at Work
l. Family-Friendly Policies

Families need workplace policies that promote re-
sponsive child-care arrangements; flexible employment
terms and conditions for parents; and family and medical
leave for parents of newborns, sick children, and aging
parents. Increasing corporate efforts in this area arc a
major sign of hope for employees who are also members
of families. Public policy should ensure and promote



these family-friendly workplace arrangements, adequate
public funding of broad-based and inclusive child-care
and other essential services needed by families, espe-
cially poor families. In our own structures and institu-
tions, we need to move toward personnel policies that
more fully reflect our commitment to family life.

For seven years our conference has called for a law
to protect people who have to take time away from their
jobs to handle serious family responsibilities. Parents
should not have to worry about losing their jobs when
they welcome a new child, nurse a sick spouse, or comfort
a dying parent.

Passage of a family-leave bill would not only protect
the jobs of parents whose employers might otherwise
penalize them for taking time for family responsibilities,
but it would also send a message that the nation sees
children as a real priority for all of society.

2. Child Labor

Another aspect of children’s vulnerability to eco-
nomic exploitation is new signs of child labor abuse. This
abuse accompanies changes in industrial and agricultural
patterns, in increasing pools of immigrants, in the dra-
matic increase in families living below the poverty line,
and in the disregard for this nation’s long established laws
designed to protect children. Improved child labor law
enforcement must be combined with adequate family
economic support so that families do not depend on
exploitation of children for economic survival.

D. Families and Discrimination

1. Race

Racial and ethnic discrimination hurts many fami-
lies, limiting the income and future of African American,
Asian American, Hispanic, and Native American fami-

family's needs.

lies. Black children are twice as likely to be poor as white
children. Minority children are also more likely to lack
health care, to live in substandard housing, and to attend
inadequate schools. Equal opportunity in education, af-
firmative action in employment, and nondiscrimination
in housing are essential steps to ensure a productive and
just future for children in minority families.

2. Gender

The lives of children are clearly bound with the lives
and welfare of women in multiple ways. Discrimination
against women continues to be a major contributor to
children's poverty. Measures to combat economic dis-
crimination against women — whether working in or out-
side the home — deserve strong support. Family decisions
about parents’ job choices should not be dictated by
economic pressures which require both parents to work
full time outside the home or should not be frustrated by
discrimination which limits women’s opportunity. Public
policy and private action should encourage a range of
possibilities, so that parents are able to work at home or
are able to use job-sharing, flex time, and other means to
better meet their obligations both as workers and as
parents to their children.

Mothers who work outside the home to support their
children often still struggle to balance work and family
responsibilities and are confronted with continuing dis-
crimination. As a group, women are still often relegated
to jobs where low wages and few opportunities for ad-
vancement are common. Even in other occupations, some
women experience continuing discrimination and sexual
harassment, making it difficult to support their children
with dignity. In Economic Justice for All we called for
attention to proposals to correct the disparities in men's
and women’s wages, and we have supported legislation
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to protect women from discrimination in hiring and pro-
motions. A society that discriminates against women
impoverishes its children.

E. Meeting Children’s Basic Needs

Children need the love. acceptance, and support of a
family that cares for them. But families need to be able
to meet basic physical and social needs to help their
children grow and develop.

1. Education

Adequate preschool, primary, and secondary educa-
tion is essential to full development of our children.
Nevertheless, several factors combine to produce in-
creasing numbers of school dropouts, unskilled citizens,
and functionally illiterate adults. Inadequate education is
one of the surest predictors of poverty, contributing
strongly to intergenerational cycles of poverty. Programs
that work — Head Start for preschoolers, education for
children with disabilities, and vocational training — must
be made available to every child who needs them.

Society at large is increasingly recognizing the ef-
fectiveness of Catholic schools in meeting the educa-
tional needs of children, including poor and minority
children. Families must be given genuine choice in edu-
cation — selecting the public, parochial, or private school
that best serves their family's needs. Parents have the
primary right and responsibility for the education of
children. For this reason, our nation needs education
policies that respect parental choice such as vouchers and
tax credits. We also need creative policies that will im-
prove poor quality schools, increase parental and family
involvement, and encourage teacher excellence in educa-
tion. All schools need to support and affirm parents in
their roles as the primary educators of their children—re-
inforcing basic values, discipline, honesty, character, cit-
izenship, and concern for others.

2. Food and Hunger

The continuing reality of hungry children in our
midst is a dismaying sign of failure. We see signs of this
failure in our food pantries, soup kitchens, parishes, and
schools. New investment and improvements are needed
in basic nutritional programs, such as food stamps, to
ensure that no child goes hungry in America. An urgent
priority is the Women, Infant & Children (WIC) program,
that still does not reach all expectant mothers, infants, and
young children in need.

3. Health Care

The lack of basic health care —and factors tied di-
rectly to poverty —have been documented in the tragic
reality that poor children are twice as likely as other
children to have physical or mental disabilities or other
chronic health conditions that impair daily activity. Our
nation’s continuing failure to guarantee access to quality
health care for all people exacts its most painful toll in
the preventable sickness, disability, and deaths of our
infants and children. Beginning with our children and
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their mothers, we must extend access to quality health
care to all our people. Quality and accessible prenatal
care is essential for healthy children. There can be no
excuse for the failure to ensure adequate health care and
nutrition for pregnant women. Nothing would make a
greater contribution to reducing infant mortality than
progress in this area.

4. Housing

Many families cannot find or afford decent housing,
or must spend so much of their income for shelter that
they forego other necessities, such as food and medicine.
National policy has neglected the housing needs of fam-
ilies— with serious consequences for children who are
growing up in shelters or in overcrowded or substandard
housing. We support housing policies which seek to
preserve and increase the supply of affordable housing
and help families pay for it. We urge national and local

Let us insist that by the year
2000 we will finally eliminate pov-
erty among children in this afflu-
ent society, and we will have a
world where children will no
longer die of hunger.

governments as well as community groups to work to-
gether in bringing about housing, planning, and zoning
policies that reflect the needs for affordable housing for
families. We also continue to call for efforts to eliminate
housing discrimination, especially against families with
children.

5. Families with Persons with Disabilities

Children with disabilities are fortunate indeed when
they are born into or adopted by families that recognize
that the spark of life is valuable, despite what impair-
ments may accompany that gift. However, most disabled
children are born into families who have no prior experi-
ence with such challenges.

Families with disabled children need and deserve
extra support and encouragement from society, their
communities, and the Church. Government at all levels
must do more to ensure that children receive the medical,
educational, rehabilitation, and social services they need
to grow up to realize their full human potential. For
example, the conference has pressed for several years for
reform of the Supplemental Security Income (SSI) Pro-
gram to make benefits available to the many disabled
children whose requests for assistance had been denied.
Recent court decisions and legislative action setting more
reasonable criteria and requiring outreach should be im-
plemented as soon as possible.

Parents with disabilities are sometimes prevented
from providing adequately for their children. Job dis-
crimination, physical barriers in public transportation






(3) possible registration of social security numbers
of both parents on birth certificates; and

(4) more vigorous efforts by state agencies to estab-
lish paternity of children born out-of-wedlock. Perhaps
most important, states must invest more resources to
locate and collect support from runaway parents who
frequently move across state lines to escape their respon-
sibilities.

While muchis appropriately said about how the lives
of women and children are bound so closely together, we
wish to say a specific word about the importance of
fathers. A crucial measure of aman isthe manner in which
he cares for his family —whether children see his love,
respect, and care for their mother; and whether he is
involved in their daily care, emotional support, spiritual
growth, education, and development. For too many
women, the care of children is a lonely commitment
lacking the full and active participation of fathers. In
these cases, children lose vital emotional support, and
fathers miss one of the richest and most challenging
human experiences. Parenting should be a partnership of
love and mutual support —fully involving both mother
and father.

G. Broader Cultural Forces

There are broader cultural and societal forces that
contribute to the neglect of children. An ethic of exces-
sive individualism, a culture of consumerism, and a pre-
occupation with material progress have contributed to a
situation where sacrifice for others and concem for the
common good are neglected virtues.

In our society children are too often considered a
liability, rather than the sacred promise of the future.
Sadly, some young couples are fearful or indifferent to
the joys and responsibilities of bringing children into the
world and could miss one of the most enriching and
creative dimensions of human life. In many families —

Michael HoylCatholic Standard

A crucial measure of a man is the manner in which he

cares for his family—whether children see his love,
respect, and care for their mother; and whether he is
involved in their daily care. emotional support, spiritual
growth, education, and development.

rich, poor, and in-between — children miss the emotional,
intellectual, and spiritual support they desperately need
to thrive.

A particularly influential force is the communica-
tions media. Too often this powerful cultural force seems
less an ally and more an adversary in sharing basic values
and helping shape healthy children. With notable excep-
tions, our children are often exposed to pervasive vio-
lence; casual sex; and racial, ethnic, and sexual
stereotypesin music, film,and television. We hope media
could increasingly reinforce basic values of honesty,
compassion, respect for others, and fairness, rather than
simply send messages that diminish and distort human
life and love. Changed policies in our nation must be
matched by changed values in our society at large.

VII. International Dimensions

Internationally, the needs are no less urgent and the
problems are, if anything, more intractable. The cheap
labor of children helps debt-ridden Third World countries
pay their creditors. The intensification of local conflicts
through the international arms trade and, until recently,
the competing strategies of superpowers, displaces chil-
dren and diverts public spending from meeting their basic
needs. And adjustment programs conceived in macroeco-
nomic terms by donor governments and international
development institutions bring increased suffering to
families and children who are already the victims of
ill-conceived development policies.

But our actions for children abroad are likely to be
less direct and our prescriptions less detailed. We do
not—and should not—control the internal policies of
Third World governments. Yet the United States, repre-
senting nearly one third of the world's economic powers,
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cannot escape a heavy responsibility to those who do not
benefit from the global economy, especially, in our view,
its least responsible victims —the millions of desperate
Third World children.

The fate of children, however, cannot be separated
from the fate of their societies. As long as so many nations
languish in poverty, the fate of many children will be
grim. To overcome the legacy of neglect and mismanage-
ment, indifference, and corruption will require new pol-
icies in our nation, in other affluent societies, and in the
poor countries themselves.

The UN World Summit on Children and its Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child outlined a constructive
agenda for action. The promises made at that summit
must be kept. The basic human rights of children must be
respected and promoted, and their basic needs must be
met. The agenda is long and comprehensive:



) shelter and relief for refugees and the homeless;
®  food aid for disaster victims;

®  medical treatment for the sick;

® maternal and child health programs;

®  basic education and child care;

improved nutrition; and

¢ the elimination of child labor, children in military
service, and other exploitative practices.

But more fundamental reforms are necessary. For-
eign policy, military policy, and international economic
policy are also children’s policies. Advocates for children
need to be deeply involved in designing, implementing,
and assessing international policy since the international
economic system and the policies and practices that
support and perpetuate it are taking the future of so many
children hostage.

As recent papal encyclicals have pointed out, we
need a new vision of solidarity in which poor children are
seen not as remote issues or abstract problems, but as our
sons and daughters, members of a global human family.
We especially need to be their advocates here in the
United States where global economic policy is so often
made.

U.S. economic policy touches four key intermnational
economic relationships — trade, aid, finance, and invest-
ment.

®  We need an international trading system that
helps poor children by allocating the benefits of
trade more equitably and ensures that poor coun-
tries receive fair prices for their exports. The ex-
ploitation of child labor for competitive advantage
is essentially wrong; nor does it lead to authentic
development. Unbridled competition is not an ade-
quate or acceptable rationale for a trade policy;
neither is selfish protectionism that simply re-
stricts imports from the developing world.

® Weneed a foreign aid program that gives greater
priority to the basic needs of families and children
in the developing countries than to the national se-
curity or competitive advantage of the United
Sates or the military appetites of Third World gov-
ernments. Development must be understood and
promoted in terms of helping poor people improve
the quality of their lives and build for their future,
rather than merely increasing the quantity of their
possessions and their nation’s military arsenal.

We need a global financial system that looks at the
human consequences of the massive external debt
of the developing countries and realistically at-
tempts to relieve it through a genuine sharing of re-
sponsibility among creditors and debtors. We can-
not approach this problem as no more than a ques-

tion of exchange rates, inflation, and debt service.
This results in policies in the debtor countries that
further punish children and others by reducing
housing, education, transportation, and other pub-
lic services. It also often deprives them of food in
order to increase the export of agricultural prod-
ucts that will earn the foreign exchange required
to pay external debts.

® And we need an increase in both foreign and do-
mestic investment in developing countries which
neither creates dependency nor enriches investors
at the expense of poor families. Business firms in
the United States and elsewhere have demon-
strated many times that there is no intrinsic contra-
diction between the pursuit of reasonable profit
and the realization of social and economic justice.
It is neither moral nor necessary to invest in enter-
prises that injure or exploit natural resources or
people, especially children.

There are other important priorities. We are required
to address the continuing danger for children that comes
with the still unresolved conflicts in the Middle East,
Central America, and other parts of the world. The anti-
child and antifamily coercive population and abortion
policies of some societies deserve our continued opposi-
tion. We cannot ignore the pervasive discrimination
against women in some parts of the world which jeopar-
dizes the lives of female infants and deprives girls of a
promising future. Finally, the continuing human costs of
the lethal international arms trade which robs children of
opportunity and assistance require our active resistance
as well. Our work for peace is a work for the children of
the world since children pay a huge price for warfare.
Catholic Relief Services and the UN report the terrible
suffering of children in Iraq in the aftermath of the
Persian Gulf War. Our conference has joined with others
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services. As bishops we pledge to keep these concems
before our conference through our various committees
and our offices so that we, too, move beyond rhetoric to
action of behalf of our children.

We call on the institutions of Catholic life to join with
us in continuing to reach out and support children and
their parents. A great deal is already being done—in
thousands of parishes and schools, in Catholic Charities,
and diocesan programs. Let us build on this solid foun-
dation to assess all our efforts from a family perspective
and become even more effective sources of help and
advocacy for children and families. In the months and
years to come, let us with even greater urgency and
commitment focus our pastoral care, direct our services,
and lift our voices to enhance the life and dignity of all
children, especially poor children.

It is not only poor children, however, who are vul-
nerable and in need of our concrete commitment, all
children need our active concern. The children of afflu-
ence, 100, can experience poverty, a spiritual and moral
poverty according to Robert Coles, noted author and

psychiatrist, and others. These children — indeed, all chil-
dren — need parents who care enough about them to give
them time, one of the surest measures of human love.
They also need appropriate discipline, i.e., loving limits
in whichthey can grow into mature men and women, who
themselves are full of care for the next generation. And
when parents are unable to fully meet their children’s
needs, other adults must demonstrate that children belong
to a larger, loving community, and society at large must
act to protect the life, dignity, and rights of all God's
children.

In closing, we would like to say a special word to
parents —a word of appreciation, gratitude, and hope. We
recognize the joy and hope and occasional sadness and
hurt that come with the difficult and exhilarating respon-
sibility of being a good mother or father. Children chal-
lenge, but they also educate. They can open our eyes to
new depths of spiritual and religious insight. They test
our patience, touch our hearts, and fill our lives. We
appreciate the sacrifice, care, and hard work that make a
parent the clearest example of God’s love in our midst.

IX. Conclusion

For generations, the Catholic community has
reached out to children —to welcome them intoour faith,
to teach them, to serve their spiritual growth, and to offer
food, shelter, and help at times of need. We have defended
their right to life itself and their right to live with dignity,
to realize the bright promise and opportunity of child-
hood. Now we renew this commitment and build on it.
We seek to bring new hope and concrete help to a gener-
ation of children at risk. We seek to measure our ministry,
our nation, and our world for the manner in which we
protect the lives, dignity, and rights of all God's children.

This is a work of faith: a commitment of a commu-
nity that believes that we are judged by our response to

those most in need — poor and vulnerable children.

This is a work of hope: a commitment to the future,
to the children who will shape the Church, the nation, and
the world of tomorrow.

This s a work of love: a commitment to reach out
and care for the children in our midst and around the
world who desperately need our help.

Two thousand years ago, Jesus said, “Let the chil-
dren come to me... (Lk 18:16).” Today, as his followers,
we say let us put our children first; let us shape our
families, churches, nation, and world to care for our most
precious gift— our children.



