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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release January 6, 1997

The State Dining Room

9:59 A.M. EST

(Laughter.)

G.

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT ANNUAL ECUMENICAL PRAYER BREAKFAST

I am very grateful for the progress that our country has 
made in the last four years, grateful that we have been given a 
chance to play a role in that progress, and mindful that whatever has 
been done which is good has been done by us together.

One of my college roommates, who I think is a really 
smart guy, said to me the other day when we were together and joking 
about our lost youth, he said, oh, and one other thing, as he was 
leaving, he said, don't ever forget that great presidents do not do

,'s a lot of greatness if you can get us all to do the right 
which I thought was an interesting way of saying in part what 

the magic and genius of democracy is all about.

This is the day in the Christian tradition when the wise 
men came bearing gifts for the baby Jesus. And we have much to be 
thankful for and much to pray for, but I think what I would say today 
is that I asked you to come here to share with me your thoughts and 
to share with you some of ours in the hope that we might all become 
wiser.

great things, great presidents get a lot of other people to do great 
gs. (Laughter.) And there is over 250 million of us now, so

thing.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President 
and Tipper and ladies and gentlemen. Hillary and I are delighted to 
welcome you to the White House. We look forward to these breakfasts. 
As Al said, we have been doing them on a regular basis now, normally 
around -- just after Labor Day as we sort of rededicate ourselves to 
the labor of the new year, but this year, we are doing it now for two 
reasons: one is, obviously, this is on the brink of the Inauguration
and a new four-year term for the President and for our country; the 
other is, we were otherwise occupied last Labor Day.

This is a wonderful day to be here. We asked Father
S«--nhanopoulos to pray today because, as all of you know, this is the 

bration of Epiphany in the Christian faith, a time of recognizing 
justmas in the Orthodox tradition. I also wanted you to pray so 

that I could say that we were all very impressed with the size of the 
book contract that -- (laughter) -- that your son got, and we know we 
can depend upon you to make sure the Church gets its 10 percent of 
that contract. (Applause.) We are very proud of him and very 
grateful to have him here.



So we're thinking a lot now about how we're going to 
build our bridge to the 21st century, what we're going to do in this 
next term. I've listened to all of these experts talk about how hard 
i*- is for presidents to be effective in the second term because, 

r all, they just got reelected because things went well in their 
tl-dt term not because they had actually thought through what they 
were going to do in their second term. But we've tried to overcome 
that disability.



chi

Now, if you say that everybody who is able-bodied can 
only stay on welfare two years continuously unless the state decides 
to continue to support them for some other reason -- and we did give 
a fund so that hardship cases could be treated in that way -- then 
every community has to have a system for putting those people to 
work.

And at times like this, when things are changing so
much, we need the right spirit more because we have more to decide, 
more to deal with. And yet, at times like this, we are in some ways 
put at risk by the absence of that spirit of reconciliation and 
respect.

There are several specific things I hope we can talk 
ab'-'ut later that I think we could reach broad agreement on. For 
• pie, some of you think I made a mistake when I signed the welfare 
i jrm bill, and I don't. But one thing that we all ought to be able 
to agree on is, the bill will not succeed -- the bill does nothing, 
it just changes the rules. It doesn't put anybody to work. In four 
years, we have reduced by 2.1 million the number of people on 
welfare, the biggest reduction in history, by doing the kinds of 
things that now this bill requires every state to do. We just went 
out and worked with the states and came up with innovative ways to 
get around old rules and regulations and do them anyway. Now, every 
state has got to try to do that for every person.

My objective here is, once and for all, to take the 
politics out of poverty and to treat all able-bodied people the same 
at the community level. What I long for is a system of
community-based support for people who are out of work through no 
fault of their own, but a system of community-based norms that 
require people who can work to work when there is work.

Now, let me pause at this and you can all think about 
This new law gives every state the right to give the welfare 

check to any employer, including a church, as an employment and 
training subsidy, who will hire someone from welfare. If every 
church in America just hired one family, the welfare problem would go 

There are a lot of particulars that we could discuss 
today, but what I'd like for you to think about a little bit, from 
y-—r perspective and what you can do -- two things: what are we 

g to do; and secondly, and more importantly I think, how are we 
..ig to do it, in what spirit shall we proceed.

In any great democracy there are always differences 
about what are we going to do. There always have been, there always 
will be, and these are altogether healthy. It would be -- America 
wouldn't last very long, I think, if 100 percent of the people agreed 
100 percent of the time on 100 percent of the issues. What keeps us 
going -- we all know that none of us has perfect and infinite 
understanding of these complex matters facing our country and facing 
the world. But we have devised a system --we have nurtured and 
maintained it now for over 200 years -- in which people can reconcile 
their differences and come to a consensus and an agreement which will 
push the country forward. So we are enlarged when we come to 
agreement after honest debate in the right way; we are diminished if, 
in the way we treat each other, we preclude the possibility of 
resolution and going forward.



way down. If every church in America challenged every member of that 
church who had 25 or more employees to hire another family, the 
problem would go away and we would really have a system in which in 
t'-es of recession we'd have more people unemployed at the community

1, in good times we'd have fewer people, but we would always have 
a ommunity-based commitment that crossed party lines and religious 
lines and every other line to give able-bodied people the dignity of 
work and support them in the most important work they do, which is 
raising their children.
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The second thing I wanted to talk about a little bit is 
t’ ‘ whole business of immigration. The things I don't like about 

welfare law have nothing to do with welfare and everything to do 
w__xi the way we tried to save money, I thought unfairly, on legal 
immigrants.

Our administration has done a lot to cut down on illegal 
immigration, but we believe that legal immigration has served our 
country well. It has, however, made us more diverse. And so 
immigration is really the touchstone where we deal with not only what 
are we going to do, but how are we going to do it. I believe that we 
have learned a lot in 220 years -- really more than 300 years -- 
about how hard it is for people of different races to get along. We 
know that that is difficult in all societies and all times, and it's 
something you just have to keep working at.

What causes a society to rise and fall? We, clearly, 
are proving that we're getting back to our basic values. The crime 
rate is going down. You saw the -- has gone down for several years 

row for the first time in 25 years. We have inequality among 
-ing people going down -- and I'm very proud of that -- for the 

first time in 20 years. We have a lot of our other social problems 
being ameliorated, the teen pregnancy rate dropping substantially for 
the first time in a good while -- that drugs, alcohol, tobacco are 

But now America is not a white and black America.
America is a country with scores, hundreds of different racial, 
ethnic, and religious groups. Our biggest county, Los Angeles 
County, now has over 160 different racial and ethnic groups within 
one county. But it's all over America. Wayne County, where Detroit, 
Michigan, is, has now over 140 different racial and ethnic groups. 
Detroit was a place where we used to think of where you basically had 
white ethnics who immigrated from Central and Eastern Europe and 
African Americans and white Southerners who immigrated out of the 
South because they couldn't make a living in places like my home 
state in the Depression and later. Now, 140 different racial and 
e^nic groups.

How are we going to deal with that? Against the 
background of what you see in Bosnia, Rwanda, Northern Ireland, the 
Middle East, all of these things, these destructive impulses people 
have, how can we prove in America that we can all get along -- 
without giving up our basic beliefs but in finding a ground of mutual 
respect? It seems to me that that may be the single most significant 
decision facing the United States. We have a lot of other things we 
have to deal with in the next four years, the whole question of the 
entitlements burden when the baby boomers retire and education 
initiatives that I intend to push and finishing the work of balancing 
the budget and all that, but if we can all find a way to hold up to 
the world not only the example of our freedom but the example of our 
freedom in the 21st century global interdependent world in which 
anybody from anywhere can live here, and if you show up for work or 
you show up for school and you do what you're supposed to do and 
you're a good citizen, you can be part of our country and we'll 
respect your faith, we'll respect your differences and we'll find a 
way to work together, then I believe the preeminence of the United 
States will be assured throughout the next century. And I think you 
have to think about it in long terms like that.



still a problem for very young people. Drug use is going down in 
society as a whole but still going up among young people.

So, we're on the cusp here, maybe, of turning a lot of 
social problems around. We know what we ought to do. Can we do 

xn the right way, in a spirit of reconciliation? And can we 
recognize that in this exciting new world there's no way in the world 
for us to know the answer to all these questions that are out there 
before us?



END 10:12 A.M. EST

I

And that's the last point I'd like to make. If we do 
f-’ngs in the right way, we'll get enough of the right answers to 

moving our country forward and to keep doing the right thing for 
t*._ rest of the world. And we won't be right all the time, but 
that's just because we're human. So that's the last thought I would 
like to leave with you.

The beginning of wisdom, I think, is humility and 
respect for what you may not know. Now, we were talking around the 
table here about the last speech Cardinal Bernardin gave in which he 
said that the precious gift of time should not be wasted on acrimony 
and division. And he said that knowing he had just a little bit of 
time left. The truth is, all of us just have a little bit of time 
left. He just knew it and we don't. And three weeks or 30 years, 
it's a little bit of time in the life of a country, the life of the 
world. So I say to you -- I ask for your guidance, for your prayers 
for our country, for the efforts that all of us are making. I ask 
for you specific involvement -- particularly in the two issues I've 
mentioned, on the welfare and immigration issues. But most important 
of all, I ask for your help in creating a sense of reconciliation, 
the right sort of spirit in which we can deal with these issues. As 
people of faith on this Epiphany, I think we should all ask that that 
be made evident to us. Thank you and God bless you.



Talking Points on Welfare-to-Work and the Faith Communities

1.

2.

3.

The President believes, and I believe, that the new welfare law offers those on welfare 
the opportunity to improve their lives and the lives of their children.

Form a community partnership to create jobs or offer services to those 
making the transition from welfare to work. I know many of you are 
probably doing this already, but you may think about working with the 
business, nonprofit, and educational organizations in your community to form 
partnerships. These partnerships may create jobs and offer other services 
welfare recipients need to successfully enter the workforce.

Hire a welfare recipient and encourage others to hire welfare recipients. As 
the President said at the White House prayer breakfast, hire welfare recipients. 
Besides hiring welfare recipients yourselves though, you might recruit others 
from your congregations and communities to hire recipients and organize 
nonprofits and businesses in your communities around the welfare-to-work goal.

Help welfare recipients build the assets they need to stay off welfare once 
they find a job. You could help welfare recipients save, even very, very small 
amounts, in Individual Development Accounts - an option under the new law. 
The law allows the disadvantaged to save for a first home, higher education, or 
start a micro business without counting these savings against their welfare 
benefits. You could offer to match what welfare recipients save as a way to 
encourage them to save. This sort of asset building can help the poor 
permanently climb out of poverty. The Congress of National Black Churches is 
considering such an effort.

Riverside Church in New York City has just started such an effort. They call 
their effort “Partnerships of Hope,” and they are bringing together business, 
government, and community service providers to stimulate economic 
development, offer job readiness and job placement services, provide child care, 
find housing, and help recipients invest in their futures.

Some of you may not have supported the new welfare law, but we all agree that if 
welfare reform is to succeed in helping families move from welfare to work and out of 
poverty, we have a great deal of work ahead of us. The law does not lift anyone out of 
poverty or move anyone to work, it just changes the rules.

The nation needs your help, the help of your congregations, your communities, your 
colleagues. Even more help than you’ve already given us!

Just last month at the annual prayer breakfast at the White House, the President asked 
religious organizations, as employers, to hire someone on welfare. But I believe there are 
many ways in which communities of faith can help move people on welfare to work and 

out of poverty:
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REMARKS BY THE FIRST LADY 
AT NATIONAL PRAYER LUNCHEON

I want to thank Tony and Janet Hall for their work and their example, their witness, and 
for the leadership that they both give in their own ways, bringing to our attention many issues and 
problems that people of faith need to address.

I want to thank Mr. and Mrs. Dunham (phonetic) for your being here and for your word 
of prayer and support. And I'm particularly pleased that President Museveni and Mrs. Museveni 
can be with us. I've had the chance just today to talk particularly with Janet, and I know how 
much being here means to them. And I also want them to know how much their being here 
means to us. We are very grateful that you would join us. (Applause.)

I am delighted to join you at this lunch. I was talking with Susan Baker because she and 
I were also on the program of the lunch in 1994. I had to ask her what year it was. I couldn't 
recall exactly, but I think that she was right. And so it is a particular pleasure to return.

I was originally invited to respond to the President's remarks. (Laughter.) And I am 
very pleased to do so by merely standing up and saying amen. (Laughter.) But I think that I 
have to do a little more for my lunch than that.

So let me, if I could, pick up where both Presidents ended -- our President, my husband, 
this morning and the President of Uganda at this lunch - because in their ways, from their 
different perspectives, but bearing the burdens of leadership, they come before us to share what 
is on their hearts.

I'm always grateful to be anywhere that Whitley Phipps sings. I thought that note was 
going to go on forever. (Laughter.) And I am so pleased that you and your wife can be with us, 
and that you do stop people on airplanes or anywhere else to spread a word of grace and hope, 
and I am grateful for that.

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you very much. Tony is right — I have had three free meals. 
(Laughter.) I'll be back later if you invite me again.



»

Last night when I was at the dinner with Tony and Janet and others who are here, where 
we spoke with one another about some of the differences that people of faith have in the political 
arena, I had a man say to me, Mrs. Clinton, I want your forgiveness because for the last four 
years I have worked very hard to destroy you. And I was taken aback. And he went on to say.

And I felt this morning that when our President talked about the breach and what it 
meant to repair that, that certainly I felt he was talking directly to me. And I hope others in the 
audience felt the same way, particularly after we had heard Dr. Carson's challenge and learned 
something of his life and his faith journey. I think each of us could in the quiet of our own heart 
consider breaches we had caused, that we had seen and left unrepaired, and to recognize how 
important it is for all of us to be repairers.

This morning I had no idea what my husband was going to say. I saw him early this 
morning flipping through some prepared remarks that had been given to him. And then in the car 
on our way here from the White House, I saw him discarding them page by page and, as anyone 
who is the spouse of anyone in public life -- a preacher, a member of Congress, a President or a 
business executive - you know what it feels like when you watch your husband or wife stand up 
and you have no idea what is about to come out. (Laughter.) So you are as interested and 
sometimes as amazed as anyone else in the audience.

And speaking just for myself, I know that since I was last here at this lunch in 1994,1 
have felt often as though I were thrown into a breach and I have felt on other times, I wish to 
push someone into a breach. (Laughter.) And on both types of occasions, it didn't take long for 
me to realize what great damage I would do to myself were I either to slip in or to push toward 
that breach; and that instead, part of the challenge of living any life — but particularly a life in the 
public arena -- is constantly to ask oneself, what can I do to repair -- not to tear down, not to 
give in to one's worst impulses, not to turn one's back on every Biblical injunction and Sunday 
school lesson that one had been taught — but to pick oneself up and get about the business of 
repairing.

And then today at lunch, we heard some points about how that repair can be done - in 
thinking about what President Museveni told us, thinking about what really are very simple, 
timeless lessons — how do we love our neighbor? I occasionally taught Sunday school back in 
Little Rock. I used to teach a class of adults -- a lot of whom had different points of view and 
experiences and all kinds of backgrounds to bring to this class. And every year, we used to 
revisit what it meant to love one's neighbor. And I remember very well how we suddenly realized 
that that was something you had to think about every single day and how it was practically 
impossible even to imagine if one did not also love oneself. And as I was listening to the litmus 
test about loving all people, I have to confess that I was running through in my mind some of 
those whom I find very hard to love.

I thought about it particularly because in addition to the groups that my husband asked 
us to think about as being in the breach - the poor, those in other countries, on great continents 
like Africa, and those who are officially in public life and in the media - I would add all the rest 
of us in a great, large, encompassing group.



then I realized that my faith in my head was not connected to my heart.

And I said to him, you know, I very much appreciate your saying this, and I certainly will 
remember forever that you have, and of course I forgive you.

Then the President talked about how so many of us in act in ways that we justify to 
ourselves and others because we are absolutely convinced we are doing whatever we believe in 
on behalf of God. People of faith, I think especially, have to be humble whenever we think that, 
to catch ourselves and be honest enough to say, I think that what I'm doing is on behalf of God; I 
believe this is what I am called to do; but to know that that is a human judgment, and always to 
be open to looking at it from a different perspective.

And, finally, the examples of transformation — thank heavens for them. It's always 
interesting to me as I read the Bible, and I can remember from years ago being in Sunday School 
classes, and wondering, of all the people in the world, why would God choose some of those 
who He chose to carry out His mission on this Earth? Even heroes of the Bible - people like 
David — hardly led a blameless life. Even heroes of the New Testament, like Paul -- we know 

If he's here or if anyone else is here, because we have, in our country, spent a lot of time 
in the last several years demonizing people with whom we do not agree politically. I've heard 
Tony Hall say a dozen times he was often told he could not be both a Democrat and a Christian. 
He says it with his good humor, but I know how much that can hurt. And, of course, I have to 
confess that it's crossed my mind that you could not be a Republican and a Christian from time 
to time. (Laughter.)

Because I travel so much, I see many people like that. And I have to confess, some I try 
to help and others I, too, walk away from. But it's another one of those reminders that our faith 
is best evidenced by what we do.

I walked away from that and visited the other people in the room and I went home and 
thought about it. And I thought, you know, I don't know this man. I had never met him before. 
But what I should have said is, I don't know you and I don't know anything about you, but I 
want you to forgive me also, because I am sure that in my moments of frustration and anger, I 
have said terrible things about people like you and I've thought even worse. But I didn't say that. 
So I say it now.

But I hope that that breach, as wide as it has been, is beginning to close because of 
leaders like Tony and others. We all need to be reminded of the parables from the New 
Testament and particularly the Good Samaritan, which I think can always be looked at from so 
many different perspectives because, after all, every one of us walks away from somebody nearly 
every day who is hurting because we don't have time, we don't want to be involved, we don't 
think we can help. And it doesn't have to be someone lying in a ditch. It can be a young child 
who needs your time and you say you don't have it. It can be someone who works for you and 
you know is going through a hard time, but you don't want to get involved. It can be an aimless 
person whose plight comes to your attention, but you're not the person to help.



That's what I think we are called to do, and it is the hardest task of all.

END

I thank you for coming together, on this national day of prayer, to pray for those in 
authority. And I hope you will join me in praying for all the rest of us as well. Thank you very 
much. (Applause.)

It's a lesson to all of us, but, yes, faith and following the example of Christ can lead to 
transformation. But even after transformation we have to be humble, and we have to work hard 
to make sure we don't elevate ourselves now that we have been transformed.

what he did as Saul. We know how hard he struggled even after he was transformed to quell his 
pride and his ambition in the service of Christ.

And I would struggle along and labor along and come back with another draft and I'd 
say, well, how about this? And we eventually worked it out so that I could say what I wanted to 
say. But what struck me then, forcefully, is that if indeed we are living in a country where very 
few people even know who King Solomon or King David is, and don't know the story of Saul's 
transformation into Paul, then a lot of us who argue with one another over matters of faith or 
politics are really wasting a lot of time and energy, because there are millions and millions of 
people right here in America who have not heard the word and who have not even, more 
importantly, seen us act in such a way that opens their hearts to wanting to hear the word

So what I hope is that as we work to be repairers of the breach we take to heart what 
two Presidents have told us - two men who in their own ways have tried to do just that - and 
that we do more on behalf of the poor, because we all know that Jesus spoke more of the poor 
than anything else; that we do more to connect ourselves with people around the world, to see 
them as God's creations, to respect them and work with them; and that we lift up our political 
leaders and members of the press, hoping that by our prayers they, too, will be repairers of the 
breach; but that ultimately we take responsibility for all the breaches in our own lives; and that 
we do pray for guidance and strength, courage where needed, to repair the breaches in our own 
hearts and minds.

When I was writing my book, It Takes A Village, I wanted very much to write about the 
role that religion plays and that I think should play in raising children. And it was a struggle 
because the editors with whom I was working said to me, you know, most people in America 
are just not very religious and it would just take too long to try to explain why for you this is an 
important part of raising a child and having been raised yourself. And I struggled away to write 
something down anyway, and I would send pages of the draft in and comments would come 
back, and very often the comments were along the lines, you can't refer in this passage where 
you're talking about the effects of divorce to King Solomon because very few people who read 
even will know who King Solomon is. You can't throw in this aside about David or talk about 
this parable because most people won't know what you're talking about.
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Clinton and Dole, Political Rivals, No Longer Pray Together

their traditional Christi
and that among them 'an a Presby- 

/ terlaii church and a Baptist church 
■ ' in Washington and another Method­
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Black Executives Forming Group to Defend Minority Programs

on affirmative action. The 
made up of the Black Enter-

i

l

t

Vashington
area that more accuraely reflect 

n beliefs,"

of the review soon. Administration 
officials have privately said that 
Government set-aside programs 
have received the most critical look.

Earlier this year, Congress voted 
to end a tax break for companies 
that sell television stations and cable 
systems to minorities. The program 
came under intense criticism as a 
result of a proposed sale by Viacom 
Inc., a New York-based media giant, 
to a group of investors headed by 
Frank Washington, a black entrepre­
neur from California.

dom," a quarterly publication of the 
Institute on Religion and Democra­
cy, a Washington research organiza­
tion that has been critical of main­
line Protestant denominations, find­
ing in them liberal tendencies.

A person close to the Doles, who 
would not speak for attribution, said 
the couple stopped attending the 
church last year.

He added that Senator Dole was 
not a member of Foundry, having 
kept his membership in Trinity Unit­
ed Methodist Church in his home­
town, Russell, Kan.

A spokesman for Senator Dole de­
clined to comment on the Senator’s 

. A person close to th< 
that the couple "have be n attending 
several churches in the

"Curiously, despite Foundry's 
theological and political liberalism,” 
he added, the Doles attended there.

In a 1988 book she wrote with her 
husband, Mrs. Dole described how 
she found "a caring, sensitive pas­
tor” in Edward Bauman, who was 
Mr. Wogaman's predecessor. Last 
spring, in an Interview, Mrs. Dole 
mentioned often seeing the Clintons 
at Foundry. But the President and 
his wife sat up front and the Doles 
sat near the rear, so they did not run 
Into one another, she said.

In his specific criticisms of Mr. 
Wogaman, Mr. Thomas cited as his 
source an article in “Faith and Free­

terms of loans, on the same basis
that the majority business in this
country are Judged; where we have
the same access to capital that they
have and where there truly is a level
playing field, we will very vigorously 
oppose the effort that is going on
right to eliminate all the affirmative.
action programs.”

The executives’ effort comes at a
time when affirmative action pro­
grams, especially the set-aside ones,
are under increasing attack, mainly
by Republicans. The White House is
reviewing all Federal affirmative ' Critics of the sale said it was an 
action efforts, and President Clinton affirmative action program intend- 
is expected to announce the results ed to help minority millionaires.

By GUSTAV NIEBUHR

WASHINGTON May 10 - Senator 
Bob Dole and his wife, Elizabeth, 
have stopped attending a United 
Methodist Church here that has also 
been the local spiritual home of 
President Clinton and h|s family. 

Doles said

pact.
The executives said today that 

they had not yet solicited all the top 
black businesses to contribute to the 
political action committee, which 
will be called Mobilization for Eco­
nomic Opportunity. But Mr. Graves 
said he did not think it would be 
difficult to persuade them to reach 
into their pockots.

"Whether you talk about L.A. or 
San Francisco, or Chicago, or De­
troit, or Atlanta or New York, the 
issues arc the same,” he said. “Il 
would seem to me we're not going to 
have a very hard selling point to 
push here."

•t

ist congregation in Arlington, Va.
The 1,400-member congregation, 

Foundry United Methodist. Church — 
where the Republican Presidential 
hopeful and his wife used to go on 
Sunday mornings — was featured 
three weeks ago In a critical column 
by a conservative columnist, Cal 
Thomas. He said its pastor, the Rev. 
J. Philip Wogaman, with preaching 
politically and theologically liberal 
sermons.

In his column, Mr. Thomas stated 
that the church, about a mile north of 
the White House, is “where the Clin­
tons receive moral nurture for their 
policies and programs.”

I 
•;

church attendance.
Mr. Wogaman, 63, declined to 

comment on the Doles' attendance in 
his congregation, adding that he 
would consider any communication 
with them a private matter between 
pastor and congregants.

"I just have to respect every­
body's spiritual space and not in­
trude upon it in the public media,” 
said Mr. Wogaman, a former dean 
and professor of Christian ethics at 
Wesley Theological Seminary in 
Washington who has been Foundry's 
pastor since July 1992. He said that 
Mr. Thomas's column “severely dis­
torted my views and the nature of 
my church."

Mr. Thomas said the Institute on 
Religion and Democracy had faxed 

>

I
I

i
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But today the black executives 
said that such criticism reflected a 
double standard because there are 
several Federal programs like farm 
subsidies that help well-off individ­
uals and businesses.

"What about all the thousands of 
millionaires who are majority busi­
ness owners, and no one raises the 
issue ol that being un-American?" 
Mr. Graves said. “When we start to 
do it, all of a sudden, let’s change the 
rules."

Mr. Graves said the 100 largest 
black-owned companies had com­
bined sales of about $11.7 billion last 
year and employed about 47,000 peo­
ple, indicating that if the group could 
muster its financial resources, it 
could have significant political im­

i
i

By STEVEN A. HOLMES

WASHINGTON, May 10 - A 
group of black business execulives 
said today that they were forming a 
political action committee and hir­
ing a lobbyist to fight efforts to elimi­
nate or modify affirmative action 
programs, including those that set 
aside a percentage of Government 
contracts for minority-owned com­
panies.

"Until now, the voice of black busi­
ness has been largely silent on the 
twin issues of.affirmative action and 
minority set asides," Earl G.

Graves, publisher of Black Enter­
prise Magfa^ine, said at a news con­
ference. "Today, that changes.”

Mr. Graves, who was joined by 
other black executives, said that the 
group was "drawing a line in the 
sand" and that there would be “no 
retreat"
group is 
prise 100, the largest black-owned 
companies in the country.

"Until we get to the point in this 
country where there is truly a level 
playing field,” said Maceo Sloan, 
head of the Sloan Financial Group, 
"where a black business can go to a 
bank, for example, and be judged, in

Mr. Wogaman two letters, asking 
him to respond to charges against 
the minister in the magazine article, 
but had received no reply. Mr. Woga­
man said he had not received any 
request to comment from Mr. Thom­
as.

Although President Clinton has 
maintained his membership at 1m- 

. manuel Baptist Church in Little 
Rock, Ark., he frequently attends 
Foundry with his wife, Hillaby, and 
their daughter, Chelsea, 44io are 
both Methodists.

Begun 180 years ago, Foundry was 
also spiritual home to an earlier 
chief executive, Rutherford B. 
Hayes, President from 1877 to 1881.
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AM-Clinton-Dole-Church, 2nd Ld-Writethru,0550
Doles Stop Worshiping at Church That the Clintons Attend
Eds: CORRECTS Hayes' term in last graf
By MIKE FEINSILBER= Associated Press Writer=
WASHINGTON (AP) The Doles and the Clintons, political rivals who once 

found common ground on Sunday mornings, no longer worship under the same roof.
Sen. Bob Dole and Elizabeth Hanford Dole have stopped attending the 

Foundry United Methodist Church, a mile north of the White House, where 
President Clinton and Hillary Rodham Clinton go to services about twice a 
month.

A friend of the Doles, declining to be identified, said the Doles 
considered the pastor of the 180-year-old church too liberal.

"The Doles have been attending several evangelical churches in the 
Washington area that more accurately reflect their Christian belief,'1 he
said, although Mrs. Dole remains a member of Foundry.

In addition to worshiping at Foundry, Dole was one of its financial 
supporters. Senators are required to give to charity the payments they receive 
for making speeches and in 1993, his financial disclosure forms show, he 
received $69,450 in such honoraria and gave $13,000 to Foundry. In 1992, he 
gave Foundry $8,000. Senate financial disclosure forms for 1994 have not yet 
been made public.

In his Foundry sermons, the Rev. J. Philip Wogaman often strikes 
a liberal note, embracing feminism, decrying intolerance toward gays, 
supporting health care reform. A recent church newsletter criticized the 
OOP's "Contract With America.''

A recent column by syndicated writer Cal Thomas was critical of Wogaman's 
"theological and political liberalism,'' which he said offered ''moral 
nurture'' for the Clintons' political views. Wogaman said the article 
distorted his views and seemed to be using the Clintons' religion "as a way 
to oppose their politics.1'

Through spokesmen, Dole, the Senate majority leader and a candidate for 
the Republican presidential nomination, and Mrs. Dole, president of the 
American Red Cross, declined comment.

In a 1988 book she coauthored with her husband, Mrs. Dole wrote how she 
found "a caring, sensitive pastor'' in Edward Bauman, who was Wogaman's 
predecessor at Foundry.

And this spring, in an interview, Mrs. Dole mentioned often seeing the 
Clintons at Foundry. But the president and his wife sat up front and the Doles 
sat near the rear, so they did not run into one another, she said.

Wogaman said that out of respect for their privacy he would not discuss 
whether the Doles have stopped attending.

"I can confirm that Senator and Mrs. Dole have been valued participants 
in Foundry Church for a number of years, and I'm sure they understand that 
they are warmly welcomed here,'' Wogaman said. "We want to be understanding 
and supportive of both the Doles and the Clintons amid the heavy political 
pressures they face and we hope people will not make an issue of their church 
attendance.''

Clinton is a Southern Baptist and still belongs to Immanuel Baptist Church 
in Little Rock, Ark., where he sang in the choir. Friends say he worships at 
Foundry because he likes Wogaman and likes attending church with his wife and 
daughter, Chelsea, both Methodists.

Clinton is the first president to worship regularly at Foundry since 
Rutherford B. Hayes, who held office from 1877 to 1881.

on 05/10/95 at 18:36EDT **** 
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of the hottest shows on Broadway, was summarily 
dismissed by the prestigious New York Drama 
Critics Circle this week. The show was nominated for 
nine Tony Awards, including best musical, on 
Monday. The Critics Circle voted 16 to 1 not to 
bestow a best musical award. It picked Tom 
Stoppard's "Arcadia" as best play of the year.
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Top, Welch, full of beans? Bush, honored; above, 
Gilbert and Boxleltner, soon to be Pampered. 
Below from left. Close, seeing spots; Clark, 
romance in the air?
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oundry United
Methodist Church,
it seems, isn’t big

enough for President 
Clinton and presidential
GOP contended Bob Dole.

Dole and his wife, Elizabeth, have reportedly 
stopped attending the 180-year-old Washington church 
where the Clintons are regulars because they felt its 
activist pastor leaned a bit too far to the left. This 
comes at a time when Bob Dole has been taking pains 
to appeal to conservative Republicans and the Christian 

right.
“Any inquiry about the attendance at a church is best 

directed to that person," Foundry pastor J. Philip 
Wogaman told us yesterday. ‘1 can confirm that [the 
Doles] have been valued participants in Foundry 
Church for a number of years. We want to be 
understanding and supportive of both the Doles and the 
Clintons amid the heavy political pressures they face."

A “friend" of the Doles told the Associated Press that 
although Elizabeth Dole remains a member, "the Doles 
have been attending several evangelical churches in the 
Washington area that more accurately reflect their 
Christian belief.” In his sermons and numerous books, 
Wogaman has supported health care reform, tolerance 
for homosexuality and equality for women. His views 
were recently criticized by conservative columnist Cal 
Thomas.

First lady Hillary Clinton and daughter Chelsea are 
the Methodists in the family, and while the president is 
Baptist, he does attend services at the church, which is 
just up 16th Street from the White House.

Wogaman, 63, calls himself a liberal on some issues 
(social programs, health care) and a conservative on 
others (family values). T think it’s a mistake to avoid 
issues just to avoid controversy," the pastor said. “Then, 
the message you’re sending is that Christianity is 
irrelevant, and that would be the biggest mistake of all."

Terrence McNally’s "Love! Valour! Compassioh!” 
was chosen as best American play.
■ When Raquel Welch splits, she splits. The aging 
screen goddess left her companion of five years, 
fashion executive Robert Moore, saying, "I was 
hungry to do something new. I was window-shdpping 
for a challenge.... With men, it’s like trying eVery 
color in the jelly bean jar to see what’s going to taste 
good."
■ In response to threats of libel action from the 
writers of an HBO film on the McMartin Preschool 
child molestation case, two child advocacy groups 
have agreed to retract an accusation that the film 
was funded by public money.'The Children’s Civil 
Rights Fund and Believe the Children, which sent 
letters to critics bad-mouthing the production, will 
retract the funding charge. The groups claim the 
case—which ended in two hung juries—is being 
portrayed as merely a witch hunt.
a Actors Charles Shaughnessy ("The Nanny") and 
Jean Smart ("Designing Women") and comedian 
Garrett Morris are among a group of about two 
dozen celebs paying their own way to Oklahoma City 
today to try to bring some fun back to the 
shell-shocked city. They’ll split up into small groups 
and fan out to hospitals, schools, the YMCA day care 
center (where many kids were injured) and a 
reception for Red Cross volunteers.

“In my business, we’re always trying to get 
celebrities to come to events where they are paid," 
said trip planner Rita Tateel from Los Angeles, who 
added that food and lodging have been donated by 
local businesses. “So for these people to be willing to 
do this on short notice is truly a miracle."
■ George Bush will be the keynote speaker at the 
College of William and Mary in Williamsburg Sunday, 
and will be presented with an honorary degree.
■ Actress Melissa Gilbert is expecting with husband 
Bruce Boxleltner. She has a son by a previous 
marriage, and he has two of his own.

.. 7 
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a More patrons of the Uptown Theatre were kind 
enough to call in with rat tales of their own. David 
Tille tie of Potomac told us yesterday that he took a 
group there to see “Interview With the Vampire" and 
the next day called management to gripe about rats in . | 
the balcony. “I had to keep my feet up the whole 
time—it was very distracting,” he says. Tillette, who 
was given free, passes after he complained, said he just 
couldn’t bring iiimself to use them. And another woman, 
requesting anonymity, says site saw a rat there a few 
weeks ago. Still no word from the Cineplex Odeon. 
n Actress Glenn Close is the odds-on favorite to play 
the evil Cruella De Vil in Walt Disney Pictures’ 
live-action version of the animated classic "101 
Dalmatians." Variety reports that production is due 
to start in England in the fall.
■ A high-flying entrepreneur in Los Angeles has put 
his heart on a banner in a rather desperate attempt 
to snag a date with OJ. Simpson prosecutor Marcia 
Clark. Pilot Bob Dobry yesterday flew a plane over 
tiie courthouse trailing signs with the plea: “Marcia, 
you still look great. After the trial, how about our 
lunch date?—Pilot Bob." Dobry, who pulled a similar 
stunt a month ago, told the Associated Press he only 
wants “one hour of her time.... She can bring her 
kids, she can bring her boyfriend, she can do 
whatever she wants to do."
■ Andrew Lloyd Webber’s “Sunset Boulevard,” one

This Church Ain’t 
Big Enough... ( /
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 20, 1995

FROM;

RECOMMENDATIONSSUBJECT:

*

Danielle Yankelovich

Sociology at U. of CA at Berkley. Wrote Hahits of the Heart.Robert Bcllah

Political I'tieorist at Harvard. Has written on the community.Michael Sander

Jean Rlahtain

Martin Martv

Robert Coles

U. of Chicago Divinity School. Has written about american society 
from a religious perspective.

U. of Chicago and Committee on Social Thought at the Divinity 

School.

KIM ROSS
DOMESTIC POLICY OFFICE

A long time student of public opinion. Could be reached 
through Public Agenda Foundation.

Harvard (Medical School?). Well known, has written many books 

about religion.

MEMORANDUM TO MELANNE VERVEER
DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF
TO THE FIRST LADY

------

I spoke with Bill Galston this evening and asked him about your request for names of experts 
who have thought about "where people are, how they are feeling arid why." Bill suggested 

several people in the areas of sociology, philosophy and religion, as you suspected. If you 
have any questions don’t hesitate to call me at 456-5390.



FROM:

RELIGIONSUBJECT:

»

The themes articulated by the President in Oklahoma City ~ in particular, the 
concerns about how we raise our children and the kind of communities in which we live 
— lay an important groundwork for further Presidential discussion of values and religion.

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
ALEXIS HERMAN/FLO MCAFEE
ABNER MIKVA/JAMES CASTELLO/STEVE NEUWIRTH
BILL GALSTON
MELANNE VERVEER

President Clinton has a powerful message to share with the American people 
about the role of religion in American life. The President, like most Americans, believes 
that the government should protect -- but not sponsor -- religious expression. As the 
President showed in Oklahoma City, he understands that religion and religious institutions 
offer our communities support, values and hope. Religion is an important part of the 
President’s own life. And he wants to create an environment in which religious discourse 

draws people together, rather than pushes them apart.

MEMORANDUM FOR LEON PANETTA
HAROLD ICKES
ERSKINE BOWLES

The American people seem intensely concerned about moral drift in the nation, and 
about the many outside influences that are shaping their children's character. In some 
respects, people may be far less interested in the Washington legislative process than in 
concepts like family, individual responsibility, community and religion.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON 

April 27, 1995

The window of opportunity for the President to seize the initiative and define the 
debate may be small. We expect that in the coming months -- and perhaps promptly -- 
congressional Republicans will introduce either a constitutional amendment on religion and 
school prayer, or some form of religion legislation. Dole and Gramm have already expressed 
support for action in this area. Without a reasonable alternative, these Republican initiatives 
could set the standard for debate and even prove attractive to citizens who generally fear state 
involvement in religion but yearn for a return to morality and virtue in our communities.

Unfortunately, many, if not most, Americans remain unaware of the President's 
views. We believe the White House should develop a strategy by which the President 
can exercise genuine leadership on the issues of religion and values. The President cares 
deeply about these issues. These issues also offer a thematic basis to tie together various 
Clinton initiatives, from welfare reform to education to urban economic development.
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We suggest that several options for Presidential action be considered promptly:

t

2

Executive Order: The President could develop an executive order that enhances, for 
example, agency enforcement of the Religious Freedom Restoration Act and the Equal Access 
Act (concerning religious activities at schools).

HUD and HHS are also actively involved in outreach to the religious community, 
particularly on matters related to housing programs and welfare reform.

Legislation: Develop a legislative strategy. The President might develop legislation 
to clarify religious rights in certain settings.

White House Conference on Character Formation: Scheduled for May 19-20, this 
may be an attractive forum for Presidential discussion of values, community and religion.

Convene a meeting of religious leaders: The President could host an event to ask 
religious organizations to support a spirit of community and healing. The President might 
also reestablish a series of smaller breakfast meetings with religious leaders.

At the same time, the Education Department has pursued several relevant initiatives, 
including a Family Involvement Initiative that now includes 33 different religious 
organizations. Secretary Riley meets on a regular basis with religious leaders both in 
Washington and around the country. The Secretary met most recently with Cardinal 
Bernardin in Chicago and spoke last week at the National Catholic Education Association. 
Secretary Riley has established his credibility with many of the participants in the coming 
school prayer debate, including leading religious conservatives. The Secretary, in coor­
dination with the White House, recently supported a broad spectrum of religious groups that 
issued a statement on the extent to which current law actually permits student religious 
expression in our schools. The Secretary also supported another broad coalition of organi­
zations that agreed to address school-religion issues in a spirit of decency and good will.

Several other Presidential efforts could also be built upon. In 1993, with bipartisan 
support and to the accolades of "conservative" and "liberal" religious leaders, the President 
signed the Religious Freedom Restoration Act. (President Bush had been unwilling to support 
similar legislation.) The President has demonstrated his commitment to the Act on several 
occasions. White House Public Liaison has coordinated a substantial effort of outreach to the 
religious community, including private meetings at the White House and Presidential speeches 
at prayer breakfasts and other religious events. Each of our offices has engaged in a dialogue 
with religious leaders, several of whom have offered to support the President in this area.

Presidential speeches: The President could give one or more speeches to address the 
role of religion and values in American life. These speeches could set forth the President's 
vision and broad themes. The Vice President, Secretary Riley and Attorney General Reno 
might make follow-up speeches on more specific topics.



November 17, 1994

If you have any questions, please give me a call at 6-2987. Thanks....

The photo was accompanied by a list of people in the picture, speech texts including 
the President's remarks and the attached cover letter from Media Affairs.

To: Nicole Rabner
From: Lorrie McHugh, Josh Silverman
Re: Middle East photos

The photo of the First Lady and religious leaders from the Middle East trip went to 
about 50 specialty news organizations including Jewish and Arab-American press. We did a 
targeted mailing that reached specific regions as well as news services which blanketed the 
country. The news services actually received the photo last week.

\
)



November 17, 1994

Sincerely,

Joshua Silverman
Office of Media Affairs

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH INGTON

The White House
Office of Media Affairs 
Washington D.G 20500

If we can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to call us at 

202.456.7150.

Dear Editor,

On October 26, 1994, President Clinton and First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
witnessed the signing of the Treaty of Peace between the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan and Israel. There were 58 guests of the President who made the historic trip 
overseas. These guests were primarily religious leaders and leaders of the Arab- 

American and Jewish-American Communities.

Enclosed for you is a picture of the First Lady, with some of the members of the 
Arab-American and Jewish-American Communities that traveled with the 
Presidential Party to the Middle East, accompanied by a caption identifying 
photographed members. Also attached is a copy of remarks made by President 
Clinton, His Majesty King Hussein of Jordan, and Prime Minister Rabin of Israel at 

the signing of the Treaty of Peace.

The Office of Media Affairs will continue to keep you informed of the 
Administration's actions that are important to the Arab-American and Jewish- 
American Communities. If you choose to use this information in your publication, 
please send us a clipping of the article and photo as it appeared in that edition. 
This will help us assess how useful these information packets are to you.

We would like to receive your papers on a regular basis to keep us informed of the 

issues concerning the Arab-American and Jewish-American Communities so we can 

better serve you. Our mailing address is:



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary

October 26, 1994

1:23 P.M. (L)

guests, exchange amongst each other; the greeting

you today, togetl 
Weizman and all

ir partner and our friend. (Applause.) And 
tznak Rabin and myself, to shepherd the

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT CLINTON,
HIS MAJESTY KING HUSSEIN OF JORDAN, 
AND PRIME MINISTER RABIN OF ISRAEL

AT SIGNING OF TREATY OF PEACE BETWEEN 
THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN AND ISRAEL

(Wadi Araba Crossing, Jordan-Israel Border)

For Immediate Release

Wadi Araba Crossing
Jordan-Israel Border

years. And amongst all of our peoples I believe they are with 
and at this time, as we come together to ensure, God willing, t 

fe;

KING HUSSEIN: Peace be upon you. God's peace. The greeting with which 
Muslims and Arabs receive their guests, exchange amongst each other; the greeting 
that has been taken to every part of the world over a long and cherished history 
and past

It is with a sense of enormous pride, a sense of fulfillment, that I stand here before 
;ether with President Clinton, Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, President 

_1 our distinguished colleagues and friends — an unusual day, a day 
like no other in terms of the hopes, in terms of the promise and in terms of the 
determination.

God willing and with God's blessing of us all to remember this day as long as we 
live and for future generations — Jordanians, Israelis, Arabs, Palestinians — all 
children of Abraham, to remember it as the dawning of the new era of peace, 
mutual respect between us all, tolerance and the coming together of people of 
generations to come, we understand, to build and achieve what is worthy of them.

We will always cherish the memory and honor all those who have fallen over the 
years. And amongst all of our peoples I believe they are with us on this occasion 
and at this time, as we come together to ensure, God willing, that there will be no 
more death, no more misery, nor more suspicion, no more fear, no more uncertainty 
of what each day might bring, as has been the case in the past (Applause.)

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and I had the honor of signing the Washington 
Declaration with President Clinton, our partner and our friend. (Applause.) And 
we took it upon us. Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and myself, to shepherd the 
process of negotiations to a successful conclusion. I believe that both of us share in 
this moment of achievement and pride and relief, and, hopefully, we have 
contributed towards a better future of our peoples for all times to come. 
(Applause.)
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we open our hearts and minds to each other; as we discover a human face to

orget this day. And in particular, they will always remember the 
•naily came to be with us here on this most happy of occasions, at

Let our, with commitment We survives
people beyond this point in time enjoy the good times.

ig majority of our people, who have 
by an overwhelming majority. These are 

This great valley in which

dose proximity, unable to meet, to visit each other, to develop this beautiful 
part of the world. No more, as we look into the future beyond this point with 
determination, with hope, with commitment We survived the hard times. Let 

I am proud of our friendship. God bless you and give you every future success. 
And maybe the world needs some good examples of what should happen between 
people. (Applause.) And hopefully, this might herald similar progress i 
all the tracks here in this region, because we are all committed to a comprel

t, and hopefully, it will be — but throughout the world.

It will herald the change in the quality of life in people. It will not be essentially a 
piece of paper ratified by those responsible, blessed by the world. It will be real, as 

everything that has happened, and to each other, for all of us have suffered for far 
too long.

President Clinton, you have been our partner. You have been our friend. You 1-----
given us your support, together with the administration of the United States of 
America. You are at the helm during thii

No one will ever fori J
fact that you personally came to be with us here on this most happy of occ« 
the end of a chapter of darkness and the opening of a book of light (Applause.) 

President Clinton, you have been our partner. You have been our friend. You have 
given us your support, together with the administration of the United States of 
America. You are at the helm during this historic moment I will always remember 
the warmth of your welcome to us both in Washington, and the warmth of the 
welcome of the people of the United States of America with which they received 
our news and lauded our achievements.

The Prime Minister of Israel and the Prime Minister of Jordan will shortly ratify the 
peace treaty between our two countries. This will be witnessed by President 
Clinton. In a matter of days, we will have completed in Jordan the passage of this 
peace treaty through the legislature. I, who have accompanied my colleagues 
throughout this process — Prime Minister Maiali since Madrid, my brother Crown 
Prince Hassan and every Jordanian who has been involved — and honored to be 
involved — in this peace process fully support every word and every letter in this 
peace process between Jordan and Israel. (Applause.)

I know it is supported by the overwhelmini 
learned today of its passage to the Knesset by 
the moments in which we live — the past and the future, 
we stand will become the valley of peace. (Applause.)

And when we come together to build it and to make it bloom as never before, and 
we come to live next to each other as never before, we will be doing so, Israelis and 
Jordanians together — (applause) — without the need for any to observe our actions 
or supervise our endeavors. This is peace with dignity. This is peace with 
commitment This is our gift to our peoples and tne generations to come. 
(Applause.)

not only on 
■hensive 

peace — we wish it, and hopefully, it will be — but throughout the world. The 
world that is the home of all of us, that in itself is so small, where so much needs to 
be addressed and met for humanity and for the future.

Behind us here you see Eliat and Aqaba, the way we have lived over the years, in 
such close proximity, unable to meet, to visit each other, to develop this beautiful

peace treaty between our two countries. This will be
Clinton. In a matter of days, we will have completed i  x
peace treaty through the legislature. I, who have accompanied my colleagues 
throughout this process — Prime Minister Maiali since Madrid, my brother Cn
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the relations between Israel and Jordan during the last 47 y< 
green leaf, no trees, not even a single flower. There comes e

Majesty, are making peace here — our own peace, the peace of soldiers and the 
peace of friends. (Applause.)

day and night, that we will be allowed to reach this great moment — the Foreign 
Minister of Israel — and many others that no doubt contributed a lot to this great
achievement

From this podium, I look around and I see the Araba, and I see you, our generation 
and the next We are the ones who will transform this barren place into a fertile 
<
Your Majesty,
trust and estef

ief. But 
iced their

President Clinton, thank you for your tremendous support throughout the entire 
process which was vital for the achievement of this final result I would like to 
thank many others on the Israeli side, on the Jordanian side that worked very hard.

We have known many days of sorrow; you have known many days of gri< 
bereavement unites us as does bravery. And we honor those who sacrifice
i- j----------.1 c . great spiritual resources to forgive

ine fields that divided us for so
lives. We both must draw on the springs of our great spiritual resources to forgive 
the anguish we caused each other, to clear the mine fields that divided us for so 
many years, and to supplant it with fields of plenty.

For nearly two generations, desolation pervaded the heart of our two peoples. The 
time has now come not merely to dream of a better future, but to realize it Leaders
should clear the path, should show the way. But the road itself must be paved by 
both peoples. I don't believe that we would have reached this great moment 
without the desire for peace in the hearts of both peoples; in the hearts of the 
soldiers and the intellectuals; in the hearts of the farmers and of the lorry drivers

s; in the hearts of the 
soldiers and the intellectuals; in the hearts of the fanners and of the lorry drivers 
who drive through the Araba highways in Jordan and Israel; in the hearts of 
teachers and of the little children. Both nations were determined that the great 
revolution in the Middle East would take place in their generation.

I would like to thank all our friends, all our distinguished guests who join us here 
today — representative of President Yeltsin, Foreign Minister of Russia; 
distinguished foreign ministers; our Arab presidents of our Arab homeland; our 
guests from throughout the world, our friends. And a very happy welcome to all of 
you Jordanians and Israelis, alike, at this very precious moment God bless you all. 
(Applause.)

PRIME MINISTER RABIN: Your Majesty, King Hussein the First; President Clinton; 
President Weizman; the foreign ministers of our countries; distinguished guests 
from all over the world; the peoples of Jordan and Israel. From this podium, I look 
around and I see the Araba. Along the horizon, from the Jordanian side and the 
Israeli side, I see only a desert There is almost no life here, there is no water, no 
wells and not a spring — only mine fields.

Such were the relations between Israel and Jordan during the last 47 years, a desert 
— not one green leaf, no trees, not even a single flower. There comes a time when 
there is a need to be strong and to make courageous decisions to overcome the mine 
fields, the drought, the bareness between our two peoples.

oasis, that the red-browns and the dark grays will burst forth in vibrant greens, 
peace between states is peace between peoples. It is an expression of 

esteem. I have learned to know and admire the quiet and the smiling 
power with which you guard your nation, and the courage with which you lead 
your people. (Applause.)

It is not only our states that are making peace with each other today; not only our 
nations that are shaking hands in peace here in the Araba. You and I, Your



Prime Minister Maiali, Crown Prince Hassan, Foreign
Minister Kozyrev, Mr. Secretary of State; to the people

great signs of life. Today we see the proof of it, for 
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(Applause.)

A dawn broke this morning and a new day began. New life came into the world. 
Babies were bom in Jerusalem; babies were bom in Amman. But this morning is 
different To the mother of the Jordanian newborn, a blessed day to you. To the 
mother of the Israeli newborn, a blessed day to you. The peace that was bom today 
gives us all the hope that the children bom today will never know war between us 
and their mothers will know no sorrow. (Applause.)

Allow me to end by the simple words, Shalom, Salaam, Peace. (Applause.)

PRESIDENT CLINTON: King Hussein, President Weizman, Prime Minister Rabin, 
Prime Minister Maiali, Crown Prince Hassan, Foreign Minister Peres, Foreign 
Minister Kozyrev, Mr. Secretary of State; to die people of Jordan and Israel — with a 
special thanks to those who are our cheering section up there —(laughter) — we 
thank you all. (Applause.)

At the dawn of this peace of a generation, in this ancient place we celebrate the 
history and the faith of Jordanians and Israelis. But we break the chains of the past 
that for too long have kept you shackled in the shadows of strife and suffering. We 
thank those who have worked for peace before. We celebrate the efforts of brave 
leaders who saw the bright horizon of this dawn, even while the darkness lingered.

This vast bleached desert hides 
peace between Jordan and Israel 
in this soil. It will grow to great heights and shelter"generations to come.

Today we honor the constant and devoted work of two courageous leaders, 
who nave risked everything so that their children and their children's children need 
fight nor fear no more.

In your own words, you have now given them the challenge to furnish the house of 
Israel and make it a home. As a general, you have won many battles through 
strength and courage. But now, through strength and courage, you command the 
army of peace, and you have won the greatest victory of all. We salute you.

man who taught you to seek peace, your grandfather. King Abdullah. (Applause.) 
When he was martyred four decades ago, he left you with a great burden and a 
great dream. He believed that one day, on both sides of the River Jordan, Arab and 
Jew would live in peace. How bravely you have shouldered that burden and 
carried that dream. Now after so much danger and so much hardship. Your 
Majesty, your day has come. Truly, you have fulfilled your grandfather's legacy. 
(Applause.)

Prime Minister Rabin, you have spent a lifetime as a soldier, fighting first to 
establish your country and then for so long, to defend it For a lifetime, you have 
fought with skill and tenacity and courage, simply to achieve a secure and lasting 
“ ?ace for your people. Now you have given them the hope of life after the siege. 

1

Israel and make it

King Hussein, today in this arid place, you bring to full flower the memory of the 
man who taught you to seek peace, your grandtether. King Abdullah. (Applause.) 
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d persistence, and the wise and determined 
We are in all their debt, and we thank them.

no-man's land into every man's home; to take down the barbed wire; to remove tl 
deadly mines; to help the wounds of war to heal. Open your borders, open your

stone, the earth, as the Koran says, will stir and swell and bring forth life, 
desert, as Isaiah prophesied, shall rejoice and blossom.

Your Majesty; Mr. Prime Minister, here in the great Rift Valley you have bridged 
the tragic rift that separated your people for too long. Here in this region, which is

END2:06 P.M. (L)

Here your people will drink water from the same well and savor together the fruit 
of the vine. As you seize this moment, be assured that you will redeem every life 
sacrificed along the long road that brought us to this day. You will take the hatred 
out of hearts and you will pass along to your children a peace for the generations.

As has been said before, this treaty is the product of many hands. Crown Prince 
Hassan and Foreign Minister Peres know better than any of us that spring — that 
peace does not spring full-grown. It requires cultivation; it requires patience and 
care. We salute their devotion and persistence, and the wise and determined 
counsel of Secretary Christopher. We are in all their debt, and we thank them. 
(Applause.)

I say to the people of Israel and Jordan, now you must make this peace real; to turn 
no-man's land into every man's home; to take down the barbed wire; to remove the 

opportunity we have had. (Applause.)

And now let the work of progress bear fruit Here at the first of many crossing 
points to be open, people from every comer of the earth will soon come to share in 
the wonders of your lands. There are resources to be found in the desert; minerals 
to be drawn from the sea; water to be separated from salt and used to fertilize the 
fields. Here where slaves in ancient times were forced to take their chisels to the 

The

_ nprehensive peace between Israel and <.
, including millions of Jewish and Arab 

Americans for whom this day means so much, I thank you for trusting America to 
help you arrive at this moment The American people are very proud of the

The forces of terror will try to hold you back. Already they take deadly aim at the 
future of peace. In their zeal to kill hope and keep hatred alive, they would deny 
all that peace can bring to your children. We cannot, we must not, we will not let 
them succeed. (Applause.)

The United States stands with you. Since President Truman first recognized Israel, 
we have wished for and worked for comprehensive peace between Israel and all her 
neighbors. On behalf of all Americans, including millions of Jewish and Arab 

the home of not only both your faiths, but mine, I say, blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall inherit the Earth.

hearts — peace is more than an agreement on paper. It is feeling; it is activity; it is 
devotion.
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Now, Esther was an orphan whose Jewish parents died when she was very young. Her much 

older cousin, Mordecai, cared for her and raised her. Even when she moved into the palace as 

queen, Mordecai stationed himself in the courtyard where he could still watch over her. He 

hadn’t been there many days until he overheard a conversation between two of the gate 

keepers, how they were plotting to kill the king. He sent word of the plot to Esther, who in turn 

told the king, who in turn killed the two plotters. This incident got recorded in the Book of 

Chronicles, like the Congressional Record, of daily happenings around the palace.

King Aha had this trusted chief of staff, Haman. Now, Haman was one more egotistical buck. 

So taken was he by his high rank that he insisted that all the peoples bow to him. And they did; 

-all but Queen Esther’s cousin Mordecai. He declared that as a devout Jew he didn’t worship 

humans. Oh, that angered Haman! He vowed not only to kill Mordecai but all the Jews in the 

127 provinces. He reported to Aha the unfaithfulness of Mordecai and all the Jews, and 

succeeded in getting an edict ratified to annihilate them. The decree went out. Mordecai just 

fell a part. He tom up his cloths and put on sackcloth and waited outside the palace gate. And 

he sent word to cousin Esther, "You must speak to the king and stop this decree."

A long time ago in a country between India and Ethiopia there ruled a king named Ahasuerus. 

(We’ll call him "Aha" for short, because as we’ll see he was something of a joke.) One night in 

the midst of a big party Aha had thrown he called for his wife, Queen Vashti, to come entertain 

them with her dance. Well, for some reason -- perhaps she hadn’t been to the beauty shop - 

the queen refused to go. (Some feminist declare it was the beginning of the women’s liberation.) 

Now, you didn’t do that in those days, so the king banished her from the queenship, from the 

palace and from the country. King Aha decreed that a beauty contest be held in all of the 127 

provinces of his kingdom. The winner would be the new queen. A beautiful young lady named 

Esther won the contest and became queen.

In those days no one visited with the king without being summoned there by the king himself- 

- not even the queen. To approach the king otherwise was at the risk of life, for if he 

determined he didn't want to see you he’d order you killed right there on the spot. If he was 

willing to see you, even though he’d summoned you, he would point his scepter toward you, 

otherwise you were a goner. So, Esther, aware of all this, sent word back out to Mordecai, "I 

can’t just go in and talk to him. He could kill me!" And Mordecai sent word back in, "Either 

way, you’re dead. You are our only hope! So, go speak to him. After all, who knows whether 

or not you came to the kingdom for just such times?" (4:14)

First Methodist Pulpit 

Little Rock, AR.
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"IN SUCH TIMES AS THESE"

Esther 7:1-6, 10,4:14 James 5:19-20 Matt. 9:38-50



Isn’t that a touching story with some interesting twists? It’s in the Old Testament. We call it 

the Book of Esther. It’s not history, only legend. It doesn’t even depict any of the Jewish 

tradition. Martin Luther insisted that it not be in the Bible as it doesn’t even mention God. 

Its value must lie somewhere in its depiction of deliverance from pending tragedy -- when an 

entire race was about to be annihilated. Holding that notion in mind, I want us to pick up on 

the statement of Mordecai when he was insisting Esther go talk to the king, pleading he save 

So, Esther made up her mind she’d go talk to King Aha. Scared and her heart about to pound 

out of her body, she approaches him. And, bless her little soul, the king was in a good mood 

and pointed his scepter at her and asked what her request was. "I’d like you and your adviser 

Haman to honor me by attending my banquet for you." When egomaniac Haman heard that 

he’d been invited he could hardly contain his excitement. He went rushing out to tell others. 

But who did he see first but despised Mordecai, in sackcloth and all. The very sight of 

Mordecai really caused Haman’s ulcers to act up. He ordered the maintenance crew to 

construct a gallows fifty feet high. He was going to begin the eradication of the Jews 

tomorrow, commencing with Mordecai.

That night, for some reason Aha couldn’t get off to sleep. He decided he’d read awhile. And 

what does he read but that Chronicle -- the Journal entry - of when Mordecai reported the plot 

to kill Aha. Aha asked the chambermaid; "What did we ever do for that fellow Mordecai who 

saved my life?" "Nothing," was the reply. "Who’s still up at this hour?" Aha asked. "I see 

Haman outside there overseeing some kind of construction project," the chambermaid 

reported. "Well, send for him," Aha insisted. Old Haman just about busted a gut getting in 

there. "Tell me, Haman. What would you do for a fellow that just meant everything to you, 

who had been so loyal and all?" Aha asked. Now, Haman just knew that the king was referring 

to Haman and was planning to honor him. "Why, I believe I’d break out some of the fmest 

robes of the king and robe him in them and mount him on the king’s fmest horse, and I’d 

parade him up and down the streets before the people, announcing what the fellow meant to 

the king." "Good idea," Aha agreed: "Tomorrow you do that for Mordecai for me. Okay?" 

Was Haman ever furious the next day as he saw to it that Mordecai was so honored. But, the 

anger was relieved some by remembering that he was to go to Queen Esther’s banquet that 

night with the king.

They get to the banquet and Aha asks, "Queen Esther, what is it that I can do for you? Half 

of my kingdom I will grant you." Well, her nerve fails her and she can’t get out the request, but 

she does manage to get out, "I want the two of you to come to dinner again tomorrow night " 

During the second evening she screws up her courage, as Aha continues to insist, "Tell me what 

I can do for you." She took a deep breath and blurts it out: "There is an evil man who wishes 

to kill me and my people." "Who, for heavens sake?" Aha demands. "Right there," as she 

points to Haman. "Get him!" the king demands. And, Haman was hanged then and there on 

the gallows constructed to hang Mordecai.



them; "Who knows but that you may have come to the kingdom just for such a time?" I.e., to 
prevent mass murders! 

Ours are times when there are many murders/assassinations; -not just in domestic violence, in 
our streets or drive-by shootings. I'm referring to what Tim Hackler, writing in a recent 
ARKANSAS TIMES, caUs "bloodless assassinations" which are the work of a crystallization 
of thinking -- into very non-partisan thinking. There currently are groupings of particular 
mind-sets that have berthed public advocacy policies. These are mostly single-issue groups; 
abortion, homosexuality, sex education, AIDS, family values, health care reform depicted as 
"socialized medicine." The groups take on names like ProLife, ProFamily, Excellence in 
Education, Christian Coalition; -such harmless, yea, good-sounding causes. However, there 
is a litmus test; anyone swaying just a dab to the left of the crystallized policy need not apply. 

I believe there is a "silent majority" out there very concerned about such tunnel-visioned 
positions, especially those operating under the guise of doing the Lord's work with prominent 
TV evangelists promoting those political goals. For the church to "be involved in politics" is 
a right which has been long-defended by United Methodism; -but not a politics of exclusion, 
almost aimed at developing strong animosities of festering hatreds between people, of 
"outsiders" who are condemned and targeted for destruction. There are those crying out, . 
"Surely someone is in a position to lead us out of such intolerance." 

Indeed, someone, some group, must come forward with a responsible challenge to such divisive 
intolerance. It needs to provide a hitching-post, a rallying-point for the new "silent majority" 
that is very concerned and frustrated by all that is developing on our national political and 
religious scene. It CANNOT and MUST NOT be another hate group, out only to destroy 
those who are bent on destroying. There is just no room for that among the believers in God, 
Lord and savior of us all! It must be a movement of bridge-building, of reconciling that can 
bring a certain calming to .today's turbulent waters. It must be a call to TRUTH, as Jesus 
defines Truth, " ... that which will set you free." Such Truth will be free from hate and free to 
love! -to hear! -to make transitions! -to stand firm, but not be exclusive and only condemning. 
It would be a voice defending the right of a political candidate to run for an elected office and 
campaign on the issues of that office, not the immorality of the opposing candidate: -for the 
right of an elected official to do the work of the office for which elected and not be required to 
expend all resources on defending trumped-up character assassination charges. (And, that's 
no call to overlook immoral conduct or behavior; simply a call to evaluate our motives.) 

I, as a clergy person, am looking for such a group that is committed to promote such tolerance. 
I'm presently tracking the work of an existing nation-wide advocacy group called, "People for 
the American Way." Their mission seems to be one of tolerance. Yet, as a clergy I feel the need 



identified with the more intolerant postures. Besides the need for the more open stance, I think 
the church is getting a bum rap from all that is going on. We must not remain silent. As the 
writer of the Epistle of James exhorts in the Epistle lesson today, "If anyone among you 
wanders from the truth, bring them back." 

"Surely someone has come to the Kingdom for a time such as this," I can hear old Mordecai 
declaring and challenging. Or is it God I'm hearing? 

"Teacher, we saw a fellow out there casting out demons in your name and we stopped him 
because he's not one of us," the disciples came saying to Jesus one day. "Well, was it working? 
Were the demons being cast out? Were the people being made whole and set free?" Jesus asked. 
"Yes, Sir," was their reply. "Then, don't stop them. Whoever is not against is us for us," was 
Jesus' solution to the situation. [Mk.9:38-40] 

Let's focus just a moment on that surely God-intended lesson in this Gospel account. It DllW. 
remind us that there is more than one way of thinking about God, of relating to God, of 
hearing from God and of learning through the insights of others. How fearful it is when any 
moral, any church, any coalition, any political party, any nation comes to hold that he/she/it 
has a monopoly on salvation, be in a religious or a political scenario. Undoubtedly these are 
times when we need be reminded that God's Truth is always bigger than any mortal or group 
of mortals can grasp totally. There always remains the call for tolerance of other insights, other 
approaches that may be coming from God. 

Intolerance is a sign of both arrogance and ignorance. It is arrogant when it asserts that there 
is "no truth beyond my thinking, speaking and perception of it." Intolerance ignorance because 
it is lazy; -a crystallization of a bias and too lazy to work at new insights God may be revealing. 
The basis for tolerance, however, simply is the realization of the magnitude of the orb of Truth. 
It was John Morley who once wrote, "Truth dwells in divers mansions, wears vesture of many 
colours and speaks in strange tongues." Mortals who would be Christ-like are to know that we 
may be intolerant of anoth�r's position, but we may never be intolerant of that person. We 
may hate another's belief, deeds and behavior, but wecan never hate the person. We may wish 
to eliminate what another teaches, but we can never wish to eliminate the person, to even 
include-them-out. That was the divine genius of Jesus; he could stand so firmJy against, yet 
neither condemn nor exclude. 

"He drew a circle and shut me out 
Rebel, heretic, a thing to flout. 
But love and I had the wit to win, 
We drew a circle that took him in." (Edwin Markham) 

"Who knows whether or not you have come to the Kingdom for just such a time as this" -- to 
draw that circle of Christ-like tolerance and love? 

PRAYER: "Lord, speak to me that I may speak in living echoes of thy tone ... " AMEN 
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Dr. Robert H. Meneilly is tht Senior Pastor of Tht Village Church 
in Prairit Yillag,. Kanw, which is a 7,600 member congregation. Ht 
rmatly stmd rems on tht Board of Trvstm at both Pitnburgh and 
HcCormick Theological StminaritS and is tht current Pmidtnt of the Kansas 

Ory Council of Church,1. 

Bishop Francis P. Murphy is the Auxiliary Bishop or the Catholic 
Archdiocm ol Baltimore. Ht has a long-standing involnmtnt with inuu 
nbttd to can for tht poor. induding his current ttrm as Pmidtnl of the 
Wtstrrn Haryltnd lnt,rfaith Housing Dmlopment Ht also strvts as an 
advisory Board t1embtr lor tht Christian Children's Fund and is a member 
of the board of dirtcton for Bread For tht World. 

Dr. A. Knighton Stanley is the Senior Hini11er of Pe41ts 
Congregational United Church of Chris1 of Washington, O.C. and a m,mber 
al th, United Churdi of Chmt General Synod's nominating commilltt. H, 
chain th, boird of trustet1 ol the Univmity or tht Dinrict of Columbia, 
stms on tht Stttring Cammillet of Ameria 2000 of th, District of 
Columbia and is a 111tmbtr of tht board ol dirrcton of both th, Columbia 
Htighll Dtvtlopmenl Corporation and tht Latino Dtvrlopment Corporation. 

Reverend Dr. John M. Swomley hu bttn a pionter in 1hr field 
ol social tthia and political science for morr than thirty yun. He has 
published over 350 artides .ind sii books on rrligioui liberty and Christian 
tthia. H, is a commi11ed mtmb,r of national pmt organiz:ations, such as 
th, Fellowship of Reconciliation, whm ht stmd as Ex,curin Stcrtrary. Ht 
has had a long involvement in the struggle lor civil righn, including 
mat,gic planning for the Southern Christian Ludmhip Conlmnce. 

William P. Thompson hu an unparalleltd record of service 
rtHtcring his conmn for the unity ol the Pmby1trian Church, whkh ht 
has strvtd as Hodtrator and Stated Oertc or tht General Autmbly, tht 
church's highest governing body. He is a member ol 1hr Ctn1ral Committtt 
ol tht World Council of Churchts, a former Pmidtnt of the World Alliance 
of Rtformtd Churches and also strvrd on the Gtntral Board of th, National 
Council or Churche.s from 1966 to 1984. 

Dr. Foy Valentine has distinguish,d himstlf as a thtologian, scholv 
and Christian Ethicist, publishing numerous books and arridts 1n tht 
Christian Social Ethia fitld. He has mvtd as chairman of the Christian 
Ethia Commission for Baptisl World Alliance and strved on Pmidtnl Jimmy 
Carters Commmion for a National Agenda for the 1980s. Ht is the 
immtdiatt past pmidrnt of Amtricans United for Stparation or Church and 
State and for 28 yean was Executive Oirrctor of tht Christian Lift 
Commiuion of lht Souther Baptist Convention. 
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Darkness cannot drive out darkness: 
, 

only light can do that. Hate cannot 

drive out hate; only love can do that. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

1511 K Street, NW , Surte 738 1 Washington, O.C. 20005 

202-639-6370 



The Response: The Interfaith AllianceStatement of Principle
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The Interfaith Alliance’s Activities

The Interfaith Alliance has a three-part strategy:

L-n

□
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□□The Challenge: The Radical Right

The Interfaith Alliance
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We will work to inform and unite citizens, to reinvigorate public discourse, 

and to hold our leaders accountable for their works and deeds.

i-n

• Public education: In states targeted by the radical right, the Alliance 

will work to educate voters about the far right’s activities, positions and 

affiliations. Working closely with other national and state organizations, 

it will coordinate grassroots and other educational activities.

The professional staff, led by executive director Jill Hanauer, is based in 

Washington, D.C. It includes finance director Joe Blumenfeld, religious 

outreach director Bill Golderer and communications director Pat Lewis.

The board, recognizing that this issue extends to all aspects of public policy, 

is also developing a bipartisan advisory group that will draw from labor, 

business, grassroots activists, elected officials and other concerned citizens.

The Interfaith Alliance Board of Directors consists of a diverse group of 

religious leaders. It is a proud demonstration of the success of our nation 

in fostering religious diversity.

We reject efforts to pit groups of people against each other for personal or 

political gain.

The Interfaith Alliance is a 501(c)(4) nonprofit organization. Contributions 

are not tax-deductible for federal income tax purposes.

The Interfaith Alliance is a coalition of 

concerned religious leaders and other 

citizens who have joined together to 

articulate and promote the unifying 

principles of all faiths—compassion, 

tolerance and justice.

America was founded on the premise that its citizens would participate in 

the debate over our nation’s direction. Today, with so many crucial issues 

on the agenda, public debate plays an even greater role. The religious 

community has always been an important voice in that dialogue. The 

Interfaith Alliance has been created to ensure that this proud tradition 

continues.
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This is a time when our nation must work harder to bring our families and 

communities together, not drive them apart. We must look to our religious 

diversity as a source of strength, not a weakness.

This movement has polarized the political debate, choking off discussion 

with its harsh and unyielding rhetoric. Claiming to be the only religious 

voice in the debate, the radical right attempts to silence its critics with 

charges of religious bigotry. At stake is the fundamental ideal of America as 

a haven of religious liberty and tolerance, where individuals have an 

uncompromised right to their own beliefs.

We enthusiastically welcome all people of good will to join in our effort to 

affirm these ideals.

“o

S

We consider it our moral obligation to promote understanding and 

participation.

Organizations such as the Christian Coalition, the Oregon Citizen’s Alliance 

and the Traditional Values Coalition have adopted a broad strategy that is 

succeeding in state after state. Religious extremism is increasingly being 

used to attack politicians, pull textbooks out of classrooms, cut back on 

school breakfast programs and promote discrimination.

In a world plagued by strife, fear, and hatred, we affirm the values of 

respect and community against the politics of division.

Radical right-wing extremists have declared a holy war in America, 

promoting an agenda based on hate and intolerance. They are preying on 

Americans' very real concerns about their families and communities in an 

attempt to impose one narrow set of beliefs on an entire nation.
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Thousands of religious and other leaders are eager to speak out against 

these messages of division, yet they have had no platform from which to 

make their voic« heard.
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That is the mission of The Interfaith Alliance, a national organization made 

up of religious leaders and other citizens who are concerned about the 

impact of the radical right. Working with religious, political and grassroots 

communities across the country, it will bring a new voice to the public 

debate.
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• Public dialogue: It will work to restore civility and common sense to 

the public debate, attempting to make its voice heard in the national 

forum.
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• National Clearinghouse: It will serve as a national clearinghouse for 

religious, grassroots and political citizens looking for ways to respond to 

the radical right.
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Hurlon end TyJuane Rey 

Box 170A 
Lonsdale, Arkansas 72087 
Phone (501) 794-2643 

19 MILES TO HOT SPRINGS 

1 4 MILES TO BENTON 

.)N STATE 5 

Ms. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
First: Lady 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear JH llary: 
-- ., 

Pine Bluff 

'Tuerkene 
\ 

August 25, 1994 

So much has happened since I had the pleasant and proud opportunity 
to introduce you to Democratic functions a couple of times in 
Hot Springs Village a few years ago. I know the chance of this 
letter reaching your eyes are "s Um." 

Please find enclosed a copy of the "Focus On The Family" prepared 
by James c. Dobson, Ph.D., President, dated August, 1994, for your 
information and use. I am frustrated as to hew he gets away with 
his remarks, comments, and false interpretations regarding your 
statements you made in your Mother's Day Commencement Address at the 
George Washington University. I am also bewildered as to 'Why DNC has 
not taken appropriate action to check into the orchestration of 
remarks by this ne�sletter and other religious newsletters. 

I am not sure of the tax exempt status of Focus On The Family. I 
believe that an immediate review by IRS of the tax status of this 
organization is appropriate in reference to the attached newsletter. 

I hope that you will be able to take the time to read the attached 
newsletter. 

Keep on keeping onl 

Kind�st regards, 

ENCL: 1 
PHOTOCOPY 

H�C HANDWRITING 
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Hur1on and TyJuana Ray 

St. Le 

19 MILES TO HOT" SPRINGS 

Box 170A 

Lonsdale, Arkanau 72087 

Phone (501) 794-2643 

I 4 MILES ro BENTON 
0N :C:TI\TE !; 

HURLON RAY (AGE 73) 

ACTIVI!CIES Pine Blull 
'Tuarkana 

\ 

July 15, 1994 

MEMBER1 1. Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission 
2. Arkansas Public Policy Panel
3. Arkansans for �nviron.mental Reform (AER)
4. Central Arkansas Regional Transportation Study (CARTS), Technical

Coordinating Committee (TCC)
5. Legislative Chairman Arkansas State Federation of National Association of

Retired Federal Employees (NARFE)
6. Arkansas Wildlife Federation, Board of Directors

MEMBER1 1. Saline County Planning Commission 

MEMBER1 

MEMBER: 

2. President Chapter 1256, Saline County, NARFE
3. °"1ensville/ParPu Water Association
4. Saline County Water Advisory Committee

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

l •

State Democratic Executive Committee 
Delegate to State Democratic Convention (1994) 
Saline County Democratic Central Committee 
Garland County Workshop for Informed Democrats 
Hot Springs Village Democratic Club 
Arkansas Senior Democrats 

Sierra Club 
2. Nature Conservancy
3: Soil and Water Conservation Society of America 
4. Audubon Society

(WID) 



Document No. 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

6/28/94DATE: ACTION/COI IENT DUE BY: 

RELATIONS TTH RELIGIOUS GROUPS
SUBJECT: 

VICE PRESIDENT MYERS

McLARTY QUINN

LADER RASCO

ICKES RUBIN

PANETTA SEGAL

BAGGETT SEIDMAN

CUTLER STEPHANOPOULOS

EMANUEL TYSON

GEARAN VARNEY

GERGEN WATKINS

GIBBONS

 GRIFFIN

 HALE

 HERMAN

 LAKE

 LINDSEY

 McGINTY

REMARKS:
The attached has been forwarded to the President.

RESPONSE:

ACTION FYI FYI

JOHN D. PODESTA 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 2702

WILLIAMS

ACTION



THE WHITE HOUSE

WAS HIN GTON

34 JUN 28 a|0 : 33
June 28, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM:

SUBJECT: RELATIONS WITH RELIGIOUS GROUPS

The purpose of this memorandum is to place this controversy in a 
broader context and to suggest a strategic response that would 
reflect your long-held convictions, enhance the dignity of the 
presidency, and contribute to a more productive public dialogue.

BILL GALSTON
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
ALEXIS HERMAN
LINDA LADER

In recent weeks, the relationship of religious groups with the 
Republicans and with your administration has become a focal-point 
of public discussion. The victories of Oliver North in Virginia 
and Allen Quist in Minnesota and events at the Texas Republican 
convention have triggered speculation about a "religious right" 
takeover of the Republican party. Meanwhile, continuing 
controversy over such issues as abortion, gay rights, and freedom 
of religious exercise and expression have led some religious 
conservatives to accuse your administration of being indifferent 
or even hostile to religion. Statements by administration 
officials and party spokesmen have proved to be flash-points. 
Just last week, eighty-seven Republican House members demanded 
that you force the resignation of Surgeon-General Elders, while 
all forty-four Republican Senators asked you to repudiate remarks 
by Rep. Vic Fazio critical of the "Christian radical right."

During your presidential campaign, you brought people together 
around an agenda that successfully integrated economic and moral 
concerns. Now, once again, you have an opportunity to unite 
citizens of good will around core principles. Your 
administration and the Democratic party must seize the high 
ground of our historic tolerance for Americans of many faiths-- 
and of no faith. But there is a right way and a wrong way to 
oppose intolerance. We cannot allow our attack on extremism to 
become, or even to be perceived as, an attack on sincere 
religious conviction and on the participation of the faithful in 
our public life. We should not give our adversaries an opening 
to portray your administration as hostile to religion. While 
vigorously opposing bigotry cloaked in the language of piety, we 
need a sustainable longterm strategy for diminishing the sense of 
distance from your administration now experienced by many 
believers who are not extremists. This is an opportunity for 
presidential leadership--and statesmanship--that should not be 
missed.



Background and context

2.

3.

4.

The current debate over the political role of conservative 
religious groups is framed by four large facts.

Because so many American faiths were born in dissent from 
orthodoxy and flight from persecution, and because our faith is 
so vigorously diverse, deep religious conviction in this country 
has typically gone hand-in-hand with an equally deep commitment 
to religious toleration. In the long run, American religious and 
political leaders pay a steep price when they cross the line 
dividing tolerance from intolerance.

Starting during the Carter administration, many 
evangelical Protestants and moderate-to-conservative Catholics 
migrated to the Republican party. That trend is not likely to be 
reversed any time soon. In 1992, an unpopular Republican 
incumbent not particularly trusted by the right wing of his own 
party nonetheless managed to garner 62 percent of the vote among 
white born-again Christians.

But the broader history of 1992 is instructive. The Republican 
convention crossed the line from traditional morality to 
intolerance, alarming moderates in both parties. At the same 
time, while you adopted forthright positions on a number of 
controversial social issues, your campaign sent important signals 
of your openness to faith communities. Your emphasis on the need 
for the rebuilding of our society through increased personal 
responsibility and firmer faith as well as common action conveyed 
your vivid awareness of moral and social decline and helped 
diminish the intensity of opposition to your candidacy, even 
among those who supported your adversaries. In short, you 
reached out to religious traditionalists in a way that enhanced 
the depth and legitimacy of your eventual victory. It is now 
time to renew and extend that endeavor.

1. Despite the predictions of generations of sociologists, 
the United States has not moved toward increased secularization. 
We remain (by a wide margin) the most intensely religious of all 
the industrial democracies, with levels of belief and observance 
five to ten times higher than in many European countries.

Most Americans believe that the moral foundation of our 
society has eroded dangerously over the past generation. (When 
asked in a Newsweek poll earlier this month whether the United 
States is in a "moral and spiritual decline," 76 percent of 
respondents answered affirmatively.) For many, organized 
religion provides both a vocabulary for criticizing this decline 
and an institutional means of resisting it. Others who disagree 
with the answers offered by religious conservatives believe that 
they are at least addressing the right questions. Political 
leaders who are seen as insufficiently concerned about and 
responsive to this perception of social decay will increasingly 
be regarded as out of touch and irrelevant.



Reaching out to religious communities

1.

2.

3.

An informal White House working group has recently been

6.

You should review, revise, and sign the attached letter to 
the Republicans Senators.

As part of a strategy for reaching out to religious communities, 
we recommend the following steps:

This was
We are living

Last year's events such as breakfasts with religious 
leaders proved highly effective in building bridges to their 
communities and generated much positive media coverage. You 
should insist on resuming scheduling such events on a regular 
basis--at least once a month, more often if possible--and bolster 
them with personal meetings and interviews with selected 
religious media.

Criticisms of specific statements and actions of specific 
conservative religious leaders are of course appropriate and 
justified. But you should send clear signals to your appointees 
that statements that can be interpreted as general criticisms of 
religious conservatives, or of the role of religion in public 
life, are not in the best interests of our country or of your 
presidency.

5. An informal White House working group has recently been 
organized to monitor legislative, regulatory, and judicial 
activities of the administration of concern to organized 
religion. Some more regular mechanism needs to be established to 
carry this work forward. Its principal purpose would be to 
anticipate and ward off potential problems rather than (as is so 
often the case right now) responding to them defensively after 
the fact.

4. You should continue to speak out frequently on issues such 
as personal responsibility, teen pregnancy, parental duties, 
service to nation and community, the formation of good character 
needed to sustain a decent society, and the role of faith in our 
public life. Don Baer should be asked to formulate a plan for 
building on the values-oriented speeches you delivered in May, 
and you should consider devoting a major address to the role of 
religion in public life.

To the maximum extent possible, those responsible for 
fashioning political tactics should act in coordination with your 
overall strategy. If we are not careful, shortterm "red meat" 
rhetoric could drown out the longterm approach we recommend.

Conclusion

Strong faith is an enduring strand of American life. But its 
intensity waxes and wanes in response to broad social conditions. 
In general, periods of rapid economic and social change engender 
anxiety that can trigger upsurges cf religious fervor, 
the case in the 1920s, and it is true today.



through a period of economic and social dislocation that many 
Americans are experiencing as confusing and alarming. Not 
surprisingly, they are looking for sources of stability and 
security.

For many, conservative faith communities are providing structures 
of meaning and human connection no longer reliably available in 
families, neighborhoods, and workplaces. We may not agree with 
much of what they are saying and doing. But we must publicly 
articulate the very real concerns to which they are pointing, and 
we must advance our own responses to them. Ceding this terrain 
to our adversaries in the name of shortterm tactical 
considerations would be a blunder of significant--perhaps 
historic--proportions.



Draft Presidential response to the Republican Senators

Dear X:

Thank you for your letter of June 22, which raises issues of 
central importance for every American. I am in full agreement 
that a candidate's religious beliefs are not a basis for 
questioning his or her fitness for public office. Indeed, no 
principle is more firmly rooted in our history and laws.

This is why I have often said that in our public life, freedom of 
religion does not and cannot mean freedom from religion. This is 
why I do not believe that Americans want, or the Constitution 
requires, the total secularization of our workplaces and 
communities.

We Americans have never believed that faith is a purely private 
matter. Faith can lead to action, and the voices of many faiths 
have always been part of our nation's public dialogue. It is 
entirely appropriate for those voices to attempt to persuade 
others, and to craft policies that reflect the principles on 
which we come to agree through unfettered debate. The place of 
religion in our civic life extends well beyond public dialogue. 
Faith strengthens the bonds of family and community, and it helps 
shape the good character of citizens without which we cannot hope 
to be a decent society.

For centuries, our country has enjoyed a unique tradition of 
religious liberty. Members of every faith have been able to 
profess their deepest convictions and carry out the precepts that 
flow from those convictions. Free exercise for every faith, 
establishment for none, a prohibition on religious tests for 
public office--these tenets are the foundation of the rights we 
cherish, and of our entire constitutional tradition. Enshrined 
in the hearts of our citizens, this tradition has allowed our 
country to enjoy a religious life unparalleled in its vigor and 
diversity. It was to safeguard and strengthen this tradition 
that I was proud to sign into law the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act, which my administration will vigorously enforce.

Because religion in our country is so diverse and so publicly 
engaged, tolerance is an indispensable virtue, among individuals 
and among faith communities. Tolerance rests on mutual respect 
across our differences. It requires that we refrain from 
coercion to resolve those differences. And tolerance reinforces 
what we share despite our differences--the very foundation of our 
constitutional faith, a full and equal citizenship under law.



Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

Sharp, vigorous debate is the lifeblood of our democracy. But 
there is a line between the frank articulation of differences and 
personal attacks on individuals or groups. Public discourse that 
demonizes opponents frays the social fabric and impedes the vital 
search for common ground on the issues our nation must address. 
I call upon all Americans of good will to refrain from this kind 
of rhetoric and to repudiate it whenever it is employed.

I have spoken out repeatedly against intolerance and bigotry of 
every kind, and I will continue to do so. I expect every member 
of my administration to adhere to the highest standards of 
tolerance. Those who oppose my administration should do 
likewise. The alternative to a new birth of tolerance in our 
public life is the continued erosion of the people's faith in our 
capacity for responsible self-government. Surely a pervasive 
cynicism about leaders and institutions of every kind is not the 
legacy we want to bequeath to the next generation. But that is 

reen*»>^*<.ffaJwhere we are headin9' unless we abandon the politics of mutual 
—annihilation- and refocus our energy on the real and urgent 
problems our nation faces.
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Date:* 06/24/94

ResignationGOP House Members Seek Elders

WASHINGTON (AP)

press spokesman could not immediately be reached for

• /• f

Time: 15:56

Eighty-seven GOP House members sought the 
resignation of Surgeon General Joycelyn Elders on Friday, 
escalating a conflict over Democrats' attacks on right-wing
Republicans.

The Republicans1 letter to President Clinton came two days after 
Elders, according to newspaper accounts, referred to the 
'*un-Christian religious right'' and added, ''We've got to be 
strong to take on those people who are selling our children out in 
the name of religion.''

The letter did not specifically mention these remarks but they 
were cited often at a news conference by Rep. Cliff Stearns, 
R-Fla., author of the letter, other lawmakers and spokesmen for 
conservative Christian organizations.

"'She should be using this office to fight sickness and disease 
and not using this office to fight parents and churches,'' Stearns
said.

The letter said Elders ''has not chosen to utilize her position 
to advance the general health and welfare of all Americans, but 
rather to advocate views antithetical to the majority of 
citizens.''

Elders'
comment.

On Thursday, 44 Senate Republicans wrote Clinton asking him to 
repudiate remarks that reflect religious bigotry. That letter came 
after Rep. Vic Fazio of California, chairman of the Democratic 
Congressional Campaign Committee, criticized the rise of the 
radical right in Republican politics.

On Friday, President Clinton criticized evangelical Christian 
broadcasters, mentioning Jerry Falwell by name. Clinton said he was 
getting tired of being pounded by the right wing. ''I'm going to be 
far more aggressive,'' he said.

At the news conference outside the Capitol, Rep. F. James 
Sensenbrenner Jr., R-Wis., said Elders had ''forfeited her right to 
be surgeon general of the United States.''

The letter denounced Elders for her remarks that the Boy and 
Girl Scouts discriminated against homosexuals, that the
legalization of narcotics should be considered and that girls 
should take condoms when they go on dates.

''Whether one agrees with these statements or not, and I suspect 
that the majority of Americans do not, they clearly serve to divide 
Americans rather than unite us behind our common interest in public 
health and welfare,’' the Stearns letter said.
APNP-06-24-94 1555EDT
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live nominee when an issue, no mat­
ter how innocuous, presents itself as 
a weapon,” he said.

Only the The New York Times edi­
torial page stuck to its guns. The 
paper kept raising provocative ques­
tions about Breyer that were never 
completely answered. Why, The 
Times asked, would Breyer recuse 
himself from asbestos litigation but 
not from eight pollution cases— 
especially one in which Lloyd’s was 
the insurer of a company that was 
involved in the proceeding? Breyer, 
The Times concluded in a July 26 
editorial, “is being rushed through 
confirmation by Democrats trying to 
please President Clinton and Repub­

licans relieved at the nominee’s moderate views.”
Absolutely true. But there remains a huge difference between 

saying that Breyer got off easy and concluding, as 77;<? Times did, 
that he “has not been shown to deserve the prize” of becoming a 
Supreme Court Justice.

The White House general counsel’s office succeeded in defus­
ing potential criticism of Breyer by producing legal ethics guru 
Stephen A. Gillers of New York University Law School, who 
said that Breyer had acted ethically. “I see no evidence that the 
decisions in Judge Breyer’s cases could have had a direct and 
substantial impact on his interests” in Lloyd’s, Gillers wrote.

Nor did Sen. Richard G. Lugar, R-Ind., a Breyer critic who 
ultimately voted against his confirmation, present an especially 
compelling case. Lugar questioned Breyer’s judgment in making 
an investment in a partnership whose precarious finances leave 
the judge facing unlimited potential losses. But judges are sup­
posed to dispense justice; it seems unfair to evaluate a judicial 
nominee on the basis of his investment savvy. In fact, the key 
issue was not Breyer’s losses but his efforts to play them down 
until he was confronted with differing assessments during the 
confirmation process. With a net worth of $8.5 million, Breyer 
can afford to lose some money.

Some legal scholars dismiss arguments that Breyer’s confir­
mation was a rush to judgment. In fact, they argue, the confir­
mation process should serve as a model for future hearings. 
Somewhat dull, often tedious, the proceedings were still prefer­
able to the nasty mudslinging that has characterized other judi­
cial nominations, these scholars contend. Breyer’s confirmation 
looks like a cakewalk only because other nominees have been 
subjected to unnecessary scrutiny by their ideological foes.

“There was a collective sigh of relief that the Senate did not 
stumble into one more bog of personal recrimination,” said A.E. 
Dick Howard, a professor at the University of Virginia School 
of Law. “I’m happy that one issue did not mushroom to preoc­
cupy the committee.”

But it is probably too much to hope that future confirmation 
contests will proceed as smoothly as Breyer’s did. Breyer arrived 
at a time when everyone had tired of turning confirmations into 
“unseemly debacles,” said Paul Frederick Rothstein of the 
Georgetown University Law Center. Future nominees may not 
be so lucky, Rothstein said. “But this one should be remem­
bered for its moderating influence.” Don’t bet on it. ■

ven on a Saturday in late July,
the Senate vote confirming
Judge Stephen G. Breyer’s

nomination to the U.S. Supreme
Court was relegated to page three of
The Washington Post and page six of
The New York Times.

Still, for President Clinton the
outcome could hardly have been
sweeter. With his own disapproval
ratings at 44 per cent, Clinton need­
ed an easy victory. Breyer received
the unanimous endorsement of the
Judiciary Committee, and on July 29
his nomination was approved by the
Senate, 87-9.

It didn't hurt that Breyer was a
popular former aide to the Judiciary
Committee. Or that Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, D-Mass., was his 
chief advocate, with Sen. Orrin G. Hatch, R-Utah, leading the 
cheers from the Right. Maybe it’s just hard to dislike an articu­
late, erudite, Harvard-educated raconteur who acts out the The 
Gilgamesh Epic during family charades.

But nothing smoothed Breyer’s path to the Court more than 
his legal philosophy. Breyer is a judicial moderate. Interest 
groups on the left and the right that wage guerrilla war against 
judicial nominees at opposite ends of the political spectrum 
never attacked Breyer.

The pundits hailed him. “Bill Clinton’s Earl Warren,” conser­
vative legal writer Bruce Fein cheered. “Breyer has the potential 
to become the liberal leader of the Court,” Jeffrey Rosen wrote 
in The New Republic. Breyer’s pragmatism, Rosen added, 
“should be a powerful antidote to the anti-pragmatic, anti- 
empirical formalism of Antonin Scalia.”

It is hardly a revelation that a judicial centrist is less likely to 
face partisan attacks and fierce interrogation than is a nominee 
with ideological baggage, whether conservative or liberal. Any 
nominee with an easily identifiable track record will come under 
Senate scrutiny about those decisions and writings. That’s the 
reason for the Judiciary Committee hearings.

But there is a lingering suspicion that Breyer’s moderate 
views shielded him when ethics questions were raised during the 
hearings. Breyer had investments in Lloyd’s of London at a time 
when, as a judge, he was ruling on pollution cases that might 
have indirectly influenced the value of his holdings in the British 
insurer. Committee members never interrogated Breyer in 
depth about his decision to hear the pollution cases despite his 
large Lloyd’s investment.

Did Breyer get a break where other more partisan nominees 
would have been pummeled by their opponents? The answer is 
almost certainly yes. The Lloyd’s issue, said Nan Aron, executive 
director of the liberal Alliance for Justice, “always struck me as 
a serious issue that required full scrutiny by the Senate Judiciary 
Committee.” Did it get that kind of attention? No, she 
answered.

Thomas L. dipping, director of the conservative Center for 
Law and Democracy, said that Republican nominees in recent 
years were routinely castigated for perceived ethical problems. 
"Liberal interest groups and their Democratic allies have shown 
us over the last decade what they are willing to do to a conserva-
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craftiness in deceitful scheming,” Paul, the Roman bureaucrat 
who became one of Jesus’s disciples, wrote in his letter to the

Democrats, on the other hand, have their own ideas about 
how big a part theology plays in the calculations of supporters of

he battle for the voter’s soul
has been escalating this sum-
mer in more than one congres- m

sional venue—the debate over ~
health care reform, for example— BK80U
but the fiercest skirmishes on Capi-
tol Hill are being fought in the name 1
of the Christian religion.

On June 10, Democratic National
Committee chairman David Wil­
helm fired an opening salvo, telling
an audience at a political dinner in
Louisville that “Americans under­
stand that God, when it comes to
politics, is an independent.”

Two weeks later, Rep. Vic Fazio
of California, chairman of the Dem­
ocratic Congressional Campaign
Committee (DCCC), criticized the Religious Right’s growing

4opposed to “anti-Christian bigotry and all other forms of reli­
gious intolerance.”

“Vic Fazio is ignorant about all matter of religions. He firm reported.
--------------------- > In a July 14-17 poll by CBS News and The New York Times,

speak for people of faith in this country, in essence that ‘God is ‘— ' ' ' - - ■
on our side. Interfaith Alliance board member Joan Brown topic,” Fazio said in an interview. “What’s most troublesome

...... - now is that some people are trying to talk about politics as secu-

tive ratings. Robertson and Patrick J. Buchanan, the conserva­
tive commentator who ran during the 1992 presidential pri­
maries, drew twice as many negative ratings as positive ratings,

Fazio charged in a speech to the National Press Club.
Haley Barbour, chairman of the Republican National Com­

mittee, retaliated immediately, accusing Fazio of “Christian
bashing,” and calling his speech only the first sortie in the have nothing to do with theology, and everything to do with an
Democrats’J'orchestrated strategy" to engage in “religious big- attempt to divert attention away from President Clinton’s disas­

trous approval ratings and predictions of big Democratic losses 
in the fall, some Republicans say.

“Fazio thought he could scapegoat a narrow group of Chris-

F 0

otry.” Two days later, all 44 Senate Republicans sent a letter to
President Clinton echoing Barbour’s charges. (For more on the
controversy, see this issue, p. 1847.) =    

On July 14, a new set of troops joined the fray when a group tians that he would compare to snake handlers°up some Hat- 
of Protestant, Catholic and Jewish theologians announced the field and McCoy canyon,” Doman said. “He made a major mis­
formation of the Interfaith Alliance, a nonprofit organization calculation.”
whose mission, according to a news release, is “to counter the
extremist message of the Radical Right.”

“The Radical Right lays claim to the fact that they uniquely the Religious Right.
speak for people of faith in this country, in essence that ‘God is “The combination of religion and politics is always a difficult

Campbell, the general secretary of the National Council of now is that some people are trying to talk about politics as secu- 
Churches, said. “We feel we must come together as an interfaith lar issues, but they’re also implying that there is a specific Chris- 
group and say to this country there is an alternate religious tian view of how these issues should be resolved.”
vo*ce-” And that implication appears to be scaring voters away from

At about the same time, however, Rep. Robert K. Dornan, R- candidates fielded by the Religious Right. Mason-Dixon Politi- 
Calif., mounted a rearguard action by gathering signatures for a cal Research reported recently, for example, that 44 per cent of 
resolution that would put the House on record as “strongly” Virginia voters polled said they would be less likely to vote for a 

candidate if Falwell endorsed him. An endorsement from
Robertson would discourage 36 per cent of those polled, the

Most of the opposition to Reagan- 
era policies in Central America, for 
example, was rooted in the mainline 
Protestant and Catholic churches, 
said Michael Cromartie, director of 
the Evangelical Studies Project at the 
Washington-based Ethics and Public 
Policy Center. The American reli­
gious community also led much of 
the public protest over South 
Africa’s apartheid policies.

“Does theology have a place in the 
political arena? Of course it does,” 
Cromartie said in an interview. “But 
the politicization of the Christian 
message in late-20th-century Ameri­
ca occurred long before the Reli­
gious Right came on the scene.” 

... „ „ Conservatives point out that the DCCC donated $25,000 in
influence within the Republican Party. Followers of Marion G. seed money to the new Interfaith Alliance, whose executive
(Pat) Robertson and Jerry Falwell constitute a “radical” and director, Jill Hanauer, has worked for the National Abortion
“intolerant” fringe force attempting to overwhelm the GOP, and Reproductive Rights Action League intermittently since her 

college days and was once a campaign aide to Sen. Tom Harkin, 
D-Iowa.

Recent Democratic broadsides against the Religious Right 
i an

brawled over interpretations of Christian Scripture since the i—o— -1-22 , 1 1 2.
Reformation. Sir Thomas More, lord chancellor of England about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their
under Henry VIII, for example, lost his head over whether he craftiness in deceitful scheming,” Paul, the Roman bureaucrat
owed more loyalty to God or the king. who became one of Jesus’s disciples, wrote in his letter to the

But politics, not theology, was the real issue then, and it is Ephesians. Perhaps political strategists of this age should heed
today as well, analysts and lawmakers say. that warning, and leave theology alone. ■

doesn’t go to church, so what does he know?” Dornan said in an I i ‘ 1" r _2 2 CZ2 1 ? 1 ...
interview. "Every loyal, Sunday-Mass-attending Catholic is part Falwell’s negative ratings were five times greater than his posi- 
of the Religious Right. And we represent that part of the coun- f " '
try that believes we have lost our way morally.”

Students of history might detect the rumble of ancient
artillery at this point. After all, European politicians have The Times reported.

: “We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown
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about 2,000 people, and the group has 
been buoyed by recent Republican state 
conventions at which conservative Chris­
tians spearheaded takeovers of the state 
party machinery.

Leaders of the Religious Right predict 
that the November elections will demon­
strate the strength of their movement. 
“This election is one of the most impor­
tant in our lifetimes and in the history of 
our movement,” Christian Coalition exec­
utive director Ralph E. Reed Jr. said. If 
large numbers of coalition supporters turn 
out at the polls, it will send a signal that 
conservative Christians are “a force to be 
reckoned with, and you have to deal with 
these folks from a point of understanding 
and respect,” Reed said. “It’s like the old 
saying of the bank that is too large to fail. 
Well, we would like to demonstrate that 
we’ve gotten too big to ignore.”

In fact, hardly anyone is ignoring the 
Religious Right these days. Elections are 
games of numbers, and the ascendancy of 
the movement in the Republican Party 

i
I

ast month, about 100 hardy souls 
gathered in Washington for the 
second annual Conference for a
Republican Majority, a meeting of 

party moderates to discuss policy issues 
and campaign tactics.

The crowd “was smaller than we would 
like to have seen,” conference chairman 
and former Rep. Bill Frenzel, R-Minn., 
acknowledged. Attendance was down 
from the previous year, and about half 
the attendees lived within commuting dis­
tance of the Capitol.

Next month, a very different crowd will 
descend on Washington. About 2,500- 
3,000 activists from around the country 
are expected to attend the fourth annual 
Road to Victory Conference and Strategy 
Briefing of the Christian Coalition, the 
grass-roots conservative advocacy group 
that grew out of the unsuccessful bid by 
religious broadcaster Marion G. (Pat) 
Robertson for the 1988 Republican presi­
dential nomination.

The coalition’s 1993 conference drew 

The ascendancy of the 
Religious Right in the 

Republican Party 
places it at the fulcrum 

of American politics. 
Both parties are 

scrambling to respond 
to the movement.
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Christian Coalition's Ralph E. Reed Jr. 
"We've gotten too big to ignore."

Accounts of the Religious Right’s 
recent successes at state GOP conven­
tions have revived memories of the 1992 
Republican National Convention in 
Houston, at which the party was por­
trayed—with considerable help from its 
own podium speakers—as confrontation­
al and intolerant. “A party which is 
relentlessly conservative, sharp-edged 

Democratic Congressional Campaign 
Committee (DCCC) chairman Rep. Vic 
Fazio, D-Calif., jumped into the fray by 
charging that the Christian Coalition and 
other conservative groups circumvented 
campaign finance laws in backing win­
ning Republican candidates in recent 
special elections for House seats in Ken­
tucky and Oklahoma. The DCCC has 
filed a formal complaint with the Federal 
Election Commission.

“Republicans accept the Religious 
Right and their tactics at their own peril, 
for these activists are demanding their 
rightful seat at the table, and that is what 
the American people fear the most,” 
Fazio said. Republicans backed by the 
“Radical Right,” he predicted, “will face 
a backlash that will favor the Democratic 
candidate.”

Republican leaders rushed to the 
defense of conservative Christians. A few 
hours after Fazio’s press conference, 
Republican National Committee (RNC) 
chairman Haley Barbour issued a news 
release charging that the DCCC chair­
man had “adopted the new, orchestrated 
Democrat campaign strategy of Christian 
bashing.” The next day, Senate Minority 
Leader Robert Dole of Kansas took to 
the Senate floor to complain that “some 
members of the Democratic Party are 
resorting to campaign tactics based on 
religious bigotry.” All 44 GOP Senators 
signed a letter to Clinton calling on him 
to repudiate such tactics. (For more on 
the controversy, see this issue, p. 1888.)

The response of national GOP leaders 
was reminiscent of 1993, when they 
denounced Democrats for running cam­
paign advertisements in Virginia assailing 
Michael P. Farris, the unsuccessful GOP 
nominee for lieutenant governor, for his 
ties to the Religious Right.

In fact, some Democratic operatives 
fret that their party’s efforts to focus 
attention on conservative Christians 
could backfire.

“I think we do make a mistake when 
we issue blanket denunciations of people 
who decide to get active in politics and 
are religious,” Anita Dunn of the Wash­
ington-based Democratic media consult­
ing firm of Squire/Knapp/Ochs Commu­
nications said. “In the short term, maybe 
you can go out and scare people, but I’m 
not convinced that works, unless you 
have a [Republican] candidate who is 
genuinely scary in their own right, and 
there are those,” Dunn said. But broad­
brush attacks may be seen as “a form of 
cultural elitism [that] puts our party seri­
ously out of step with a large group of 
voters that we are going to need to win 
elections.”

“You have to make a distinction, and 
sometimes our party does not, about the 
broad notion of values and the articula­

has placed it at the fulcrum of American 
politics. Politicians in both parties are 
scrambling to define it and deal with its 
impact.

Some Republicans fear that the Reli­
gious Right will push the party to adopt 
extreme positions—alienating moderate 
voters from GOP candidates in Novem­
ber and in the 1996 presidential race. 
Indeed, a growing number of national 
Republican leaders want the party to 
dump its strong anti-abortion platform 
plank in 1996, a move that could put the 
party’s leadership on a collision course 
with Christian conservatives.

“If the Republican Party weakens its 
steadfast defense of innocent human life 
and is perceived as weakening its pro-life 
stance, it will consign the party to perma­
nent minority status,” Reed said.

A fight over abortion could touch off 
the first major GOP platform battle over 
social issues since 1932, when moderate 
party leaders unsuccessfully tried to dis­
pose of a plank favoring Prohibition.

and sharp-elbowed is not a very attractive 
party and is not going to succeed,” mod­
erate Sen. John C. Danforth, R-Mo., said 
in a recent interview.

That is an image that some Republi­
cans speculate broke the coalition of fun­
damentalist and mainline Protestant vot­
ers that held together for George Bush’s 
election in 1988 but fractured in his 
defeat four years later. (See chart, p. 
1849.)

I
I

, I

SUMMER FIREWORKS
President Clinton has become a fav­

orite target of Christian conservatives— 
and he has not taken their criticism lying 
down. In a recent widely publicized inter­
view with a St. Louis radio station, he 
said: “I do not believe that people should 
be criticized for their religious convic­
tions, but neither do I believe that people 
can put on the mantle of religion and 
then justify anything they say or do. 
We’ve never done well when our politics 

has been devoted to dividing 
us along grounds of race, 
religion, creed, morality.” 

Clinton was responding to 
televangelist Jerry Falwell, 
whose group, the Moral 
Majority, was a leading voice 
for the Religious Right in 
the 1980s. Falwell was back 
in the headlines in June 
when he urged viewers of his 
Old Time Gospel Hour show 
to purchase a videotape, Bill 
and Hillary Clinton’s Circle of 
Power. The tape, produced 
by Falwell, included unsub­
stantiated allegations that 
the President might have 
been responsible for the 
death of an Arkansas private 
investigator who allegedly 
had evidence of extramarital 
affairs by Clinton.

In the St. Louis interview, 
Clinton denounced that 
attack—as well as other 

| remarks that conservative 
s Christian leaders have made 

about him and his wife—as 
| “scurrilous and false.” 
'i Even Reed of the Chris­

tian Coalition was critical. 
“If we do not want people to 
attack us over religion, we 

have to play by the same rules,” he said. 
“We should not engage in personal 
attacks or below-the-belt attacks or in the 
circulation of rumors that cannot be doc­
umented.” Reed said that although he 
has not seen the Falwell videotape, “if it 
is as it has been described in the media, it 
went over the line.”

At a press conference on June 21,



of step with the views of a majority of vot­
ers.

DOES IT MATTER TO THE VOTERS?
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Some Republicans contend that mainstream voters deserted their party in 1992 because of its 
association with the Christian Right...

Cited economic issues as 
most important concern

But the Christian Coalition says that 
such a move would not be easily forgiven. 
A poll of regular church-goers conducted 
by the group in February 1993 found that 
if the GOP removed the anti-abortion 
language from its platform, a substantial 

tion of the Radical Right,” said Alan 
Secrest, a Democratic pollster with the 
Alexandria (Va.)-based survey research 
firm of Cooper & Secrest Associates Inc. 
Some statements by Democratic candi­
dates and party leaders “have been reck­
less,” Secrest said. “And as a result, non­
Christian Coalition evangelicals have 
taken offense.”

number of voters who identified them­
selves as Republicans would bolt the 
party. “One out of every three said they 
would no longer want to be a Republi­
can,” Mike Russell, the coalition’s com­
munications director, said.

That could have dire consequences for 
the Republicans, whose presidential 
nominees have come to depend heavily 
on conservative Christian backing. Ac­
cording to the Voter Research & Surveys 
1992 exit poll, 17 per cent of those who 
voted in the presidential race described 
themselves as white, born-again or funda­
mentalist Christians—but 29 per cent of 
those who voted for Bush described 
themselves that way.

The Christian Coalition’s official posi­
tion is that abortion should be prohibited 
except when the mother’s life is in dan­
ger. But Reed said that the group would 
not oppose permitting abortions in in­
stances of rape or incest “if it was neces­
sary to get the votes [in Congress] to pass 
a law.” The 1992 Republican platform

calls for passage of a human life amend­
ment to the Constitution, and most such 
proposals do not provide rape or incest 
exemptions.

Reed declined, though, to respond to 
moderate GOP leaders’ calls for scrap­

SOURCE: Voter Research & Surveys, National Election Studies; onolysis of 1992 data by political scientists John C Green, 

James L. Guth, Lyman A. Kellstedt and Corwin E. Smidt

’For 1988, voters describing themselves os born-again or evangelical; for 1992, voters describing themselves as born-again 

or fundamentalist

. or bush in uo, rip-qb/77 
Clinton in '92

For Bush in '88, [K6%?1
Perot in '92

Another signal about GOP leaders’ 
desire to tone down the party’s position 
on abortion came from RNC chairman 
Barbour during the Washington state 
Republican convention in late June. The 
state party platform, which previously 
opposed abortion under any circum­
stances, was changed to much vaguer lan­
guage endorsing the “sanctity of life from 
the unborn until death.”

Barbour applauded the new language 
for its “mainstream” content and told 
local reporters, “We’ve proven we won’t 
let abortion or any other issues be a lit­
mus test.”

A close political ally of Barbour’s pre­
dicted that the 1996 convention and its 
presidential nominee would take a similar 
approach to the issue. “It will be vague 
and there will be a few right-to-lifers who 
won’t like it, but we’ll take a little heat 
and then move on,” said the Barbour 
associate, who requested anonymity.

1988 -- -- --
George Bush

Michael S. Dukakis

1992 -—
George Bush

Bill Clinton

Ross Perot 115%]]

... But Bush's supporters may have defected for other reasons

Cited social issues as 
most important concern

For Bush in '88 and '92

For Bush in '88, k

ABORTION TEST
But even as GOP leaders have vigor­

ously defended the Religious Right, there 
have been calls by prominent Republi­
cans for the party to discard the anti­
abortion plank in its 1992 national con­
vention platform—a position that is still 
the gold standard for most conservative 
Christians.

New Jersey Gov. Christine Todd Whit­
man, who became a star in the GOP after 
her victory in 1993, told the Los Angeles 
Times on July 11 that she hoped the abor­
tion plank was “knocked out of the plat­
form entirely.” The next day, California 
Gov. Pete Wilson, speaking to a group of 
reporters in Washington, said that he 
would work to remove the plank from the 
1996 platform.

“The conservative position is that gov­
ernment ought to stay out of people’s 
lives to a very considerable extent,” said 
Wilson, who, like Whitman, is an abor­
tion-rights supporter. “The absence of a 
plank from a platform is consistent with 
that attitude.”

Republican leaders who favor abortion 
rights include other influential governors 
such as Jim Edgar of Illinois and William 
Weld of Massachusetts. And their ranks 
could get a boost after the midterm elec­
tions: In Maryland, New York and Penn­
sylvania, the GOP gubernatorial candi­
dates who have either won their party’s 
nomination or are likely to do so are not 
opponents of abortion rights. All are seen 
as relatively strong contenders in the gen­
eral election.

Even in Texas, where the Religious 
Right toppled the GOP leadership at the 
recent state party convention, gubernato­
rial nominee George W. Bush takes a 
much more accommodating stance on the 
issue than did his father, the former Pres­
ident. A policy statement from Bush’s 
campaign reads: “The United States 
Supreme Court has settled the abortion 
issue: There will be abortions in Texas 
and the rest of the United States. I 
believe the best public policy is to encour­
age fewer abortions through strong adop­
tion laws and by sending a clear absti­
nence message to our children.”

The younger Bush supports legislation 
that would require parental consent 
before a minor can have an abortion. But 
that position, most polls show, is not out 
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reception from the audience—which 
included many conservative Christians— 
as he warned against the excesses of the

ping the anti-abortion plank. “There will 
be plenty of time to debate the [1996] 
platform, and that time is not now,” he 
said. “That decision will be made by a 
platform committee that hasn’t been cho­
sen yet and a nominee who hasn’t been 
elected yet.”

Religious Right and called on the party I also distributed 30 million postcards in 
churches; the cards are to be mailed to 
congressional offices to protest the Presi­
dent’s plan. “We are putting our money 
where our mouth is in broadening our 
agenda,” Reed said.

Reed has also written a book that is 
due to hit secular and religious book­
stores by Labor Day. The book. The Faith 
Factor, to be published by Dallas-based 
Word Inc., will highlight the “positive 
vision” of the coalition’s public policy 
agenda—1 ower taxes, balanced budgets 
and less crime—“that the vast majority of 
people see eye-to-eye on,” Reed said. 
“There are a lot of hysterical, unfounded 
fears about our serving in government, 
and what I am trying to do is shatter 
those stereotypes.”

The book will be “very, very aggres­
sively” promoted by the coalition and by 
Robertson’s Christian Broadcasting Net­
work, Reed added. He also plans to 
make the rounds of mainstream radio 
and television talk shows.

The election season played a major 
role in the timing of the release of the 
book. “We knew that our involvement 
would be debated, and we felt that we 
had to put out a very pro-active, positive 
message and that this was the best way to 
do that,” Reed said.

Democratic pollster Alan Secrest
Some attacks on the movement "have been reckless."

► *

to abandon its official anti-abortion / 
stance. /

“There’s a lot of concern when you/ 
come to the issue of taking the anti-abor­
tion plank out of the platform, but ever 
many of my colleagues who are pro-life 
would like to see it out, because it’s < 
loser,” Specter said in an interview. But k 
for fear of offending some of their core 
supporters, he said, Republican politi­
cians “are not going to stand up and say 
so.”

In early 1993, Specter was one of sev­
eral politicians who formed the Republi­
can Majority Coalition, a group that was 
intended to serve as a counterforce to the 
party’s rightward lurch on social issues. 
“It never did a whole lot,” he acknowl­
edged. Last year, he began meeting with 
Republican abortion-rights activists—but 
again, the results were disappointing. 
“We started to lay out plans for organiz­
ing, but there was not much follow- 
through,” he said. “We had another 

meeting in May, and not 
much is happening.” 

How hard would it be to 
mobilize moderate Republi­
cans to invest the kind of 
time and energy that conser­
vative Christians have com­
mitted to their cause? “I 
wouldn’t say it’s hard,” 
Specter said. “I’d say it’s vir­
tually impossible.”

Reed is having few such 
problems with his flock. He 
says that he expects to sign 
up a million new voters for 
the November elections. On 
Sept. 25 and Oct. 2—the 
Sundays preceding the 
voter-registration deadline 
in most states—coalition 
members will try to register 
voters in 65,000 churches 
nationwide. Such efforts in 
the past have yielded 20-25 
new voters per church, Reed 
said.

As in the past elections,= As in the past elections, 
a the coalition will publish 
< what it characterizes as non- 
| partisan voter guides, listing 
a the positions of candidates 

on what the group deems 
“pro-family” issues. This 
year, Reed expects 30 mil- 

Specter drew attention to his mission lion guides to be distributed.
when (during one of three recent trips he I And the coalition is mounting a major 
has made to Iowa) he addressed a gather- I lobbying effort in Washington against 
ing of state GOP convention delegates in I Clinton’s health care reform plan. The 
Des Moines on June 25. Despite a few [group has sponsored a $1.4 million cam­
boos, he received a relatively warm Ipaign against the plan, including adver- 

Itisements in national publications and 
radio spots in the districts of Members of 
Congress who could be swing votes. It

•

SELF-FULFILLING PROPHECY?
Despite their recent victories at some 

state GOP conventions, it’s unclear 
whether conservative Christians are 
changing the character of the party.

At the Texas Republican convention 
on June 11, for example, the Religious 
Right forced party chairman Fred Meyer, 
a conservative Presbyterian, to step 
down. But it also booted out vice chair­
man Gail West, who had strong ties to 
the anti-abortion movement in the state.

“It’s kind of the anti-incumbency 
thing,” Meyer said of the shake-up. He 
dismissed the notion that the party would 
shift further to the right. “I don’t think 
you will see an appreciable change in the 
type of candidates that win [Republican] 
primaries in Texas,” he said.

In Minnesota, forces of the Religious 
Right embarrassed moderate Republican 
Gov. Arne Carlson at the state conven­
tion by denying him the party’s endorse­
ment in the September primary. But 
Carlson, who is seeking a second term, 
has always been regarded as a maverick. 
The state GOP endorsed him in 1990 
only after the candidate whom it had 
nominated withdrew from the governor’s 
race because of a scandal. Even without 
the party’s endorsement this year, Carl­
son leads in preprimary polls over the 
candidate that the Religious Right 
helped endorse at the convention.

MOBILIZING THE FLOCK
As conservative Christians continue 

their march, some moderate Republicans 
are urging the party to take a more cen­
trist path. Pennsylvania Sen. Arlen 
Specter, for example, has set up a politi­
cal action committee, the Big Tent PAC. 
The PAC has financed trips that he has 
made to several states to preach to the 
party faithful about the need to adopt 
more-moderate and pragmatic positions.

“I think Haley’s done a good job, but I 
think he needs some help,” Specter said 
in an interview. “I think he needs some of 
the rest of us to push hard on the unity 
aspect and the politics of inclusion.” 
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On the other hand, polling data coun­
ters the notion—still strong in Republi­
can circles—that Bush was defeated 
because he took conservative stands on 
social issues and was tainted by the image 
of the 1992 Houston convention.

An analysis of 1992 exit poll results by 
political scientists John C. Green of the 
University of Akron, James L. Guth of 
Furman University, Lyman A. Kellstedt 
of Wheaton College and Corwin E. 
Smidt of Calvin College found that peo­
ple who voted for Bush in 1988 but 
backed Clinton or Ross Perot four years 
later did so because of their concern 
about the economy, not social issues. (See 
chart, p. 1849.)

And some of the Religious Right’s 
efforts have failed at the polls. In Ore­
gon, voters in 1992 rejected, 44-56 per 
cent, an initiative backed by conservative 
Christians that would have permitted dis­
crimination against homosexuals. Locals 
say that the initiative campaign was 
intensely fought, attracting even more 
news coverage than did the Senate race 
in which Republican Bob Packwood held 
onto his seat.

Despite the publicity, there’s no evi­
dence that Oregon voters are abandoning 
the GOP. And nationally, while the 
Democratic and Republican Parties have 
seen their share of registered voters 
decline in recent years as the number of 
independents has increased, the decline 
has been worse for Democrats.

Craig L. Berkman, a moderate former 
Oregon GOP chairman who lost his bid 
for the Republican gubernatorial nomi­
nation this year to former Rep. Denny 
Smith, a strong conservative, said the 
notion that the party has been overrun by 
conservative Christians is “to some extent 
overplayed.” The problem for moderates, 
Berkman said, is that voter turnout has 
fallen in some states, magnifying the 
influence that the Religious Right can 
have in GOP primaries. “People may not 
necessarily agree with all of their agenda, 
but you have to respect that they have 
worked within the system,” he added.

Even if the forces of the Religious 
Right control a state party’s apparatus, 
it’s not clear how much additional power 
or political influence they gain. Candi­
dates generally run on their own plat­
forms, independent of the party’s, with­
out stressing party labels.

The domination of a state party by the 
Religious Right could lead to the recruit­
ment of different kinds of candidates— 
but so far that does not seem to have 
happened. No more than 20 of the Re­
publican candidates for the House so far 
this year have close ties to the Religious 
Right, according to the DCCC. And 
nearly all of those candidates were self­
starters who were not put forward by 
their state parties.

The movement has also suffered some 
setbacks recently. An initiative in Califor­
nia that would have provided vouchers 
for parents sending their children to pri­
vate or parochial schools was soundly 
rejected at the polls last year. Many ana­
lysts attributed the defeat to the reluc­
tance of conservative suburbanites to put 
a further burden on the state’s strained 
education budget.

After Colorado voters approved a 1992 
initiative voiding state and local ordi­
nances banning discrimination against 
homosexuals, gay-rights and civil liberties 
groups feared that other states would fol­
low suit. But although conservative activ­

“It’s become a self-fulfilling prophecy 
that these are a bad set of issues [for 
Republicans] and had to be the reason 
[Bush] lost,” Kellstedt said in an inter­
view.

Conservative Christian voters are “an 
important constituency for Republicans, 
and they need to find ways to keep them 
happy and mobilized,” Green said. But, 
he added: “Social-issues conservatives 
are pretty much wedded to the Republi­
can Party these days. I think a little bit of 
watering down [of the party platform] 
wouldn't drive these people away."

And some GOP moderates say that 
they are not asking for an about-face on 
social issues. “Any kind of softening, I 
think, will be taken as a pretty important 
signal by people who want to vote Re­
publican,” Frenzel of the Conference for 
a Republican Majority said.

A major risk for the GOP is that voters 
will perceive the party’s candidates as 
beholden to an interest group. Polls show 
that voters would be less likely to vote for

V 
%

ists are promoting similar initiatives this 
year, so far they have been placed on the 
ballot in only two states, Idaho and Ore­
gon. In eight other states, supporters 
failed to collect enough signatures before 
the deadline to qualify for the ballot.

Republican political consultants don't 
think that the party will suffer at the polls 
this year because of the influence of con­
servative Christians. “This is a big blind 
spot among Democratic Party leaders,” 
pollster Frederick T. Steeper said. “Get­
ting involved in politics because of your 
religious values, that’s what most people 
think is needed.”

But GOP consultants also acknowl­
edge that some moderation of the party 
platform on abortion would yield political 
dividends. “If the Republican Party is 
going to grow in the future, we have got 
to reach out to younger voters and liber­
tarian voters,” pollster Linda DiVall said. 
She applauded the calls of Whitman and 
Wilson to remove the platform’s abortion 
plank.

a candidate if he or she has been en­
dorsed by a leader of the Religious Right 
or is seen as dependent on its support. 
(Democrats faced much the same prob­
lem in 1984, when presidential nomineee 
Walter F. Mondale was perceived as 
being in the pocket of labor unions and 
other interest groups.)

Reed has already said that the Chris­
tian Coalition will not unite behind a sin­
gle candidate in the 1996 Republican pri­
maries and that it is likely to have 
members in nearly all of the candidates’ 
camps. Politically, the trick for the GOP 
will be to hold the votes of conservative 
Christians without appearing to kowtow 
to their movement. ■

iHi • •

Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa.
He and other moderates are exhorting the GOP to take a more centrist path.
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he nation’s commercial nuclear 
waste program has taken on the 
atmosphere of a three-ring circus 
lately, with James J. Howard, 

chairman and chief executive officer of
Minneapolis-based Northern States 
Power Co., more often than not in the 
spotlight.

Early this year, Howard persuaded the 
Minnesota Legislature to let his company 
build additional waste storage space at its 
Prairie Island nuclear power plant. Oth­
erwise, Prairie Island would probably 
have been forced to close in 1995, when it 
was projected to run out of storage space.

Reluctant legislators sought to prevent 
Prairie Island from becoming a perma­
nent waste site, though. They forced 
Northern States to scale back its con­
struction plans and allowed the company 
to build only enough storage to house 
spent nuclear fuel rods through 2002.

Dissatisfied, Howard moved to the 
national arena.

On June 20, Northern States joined 13 
other utilities and 20 state governments 
in a lawsuit charging that the Energy 
Department is trying to renege on its 
legal obligation to take possession of the 
22,000 tons of nuclear waste building up 
at the nation’s 110 commercial nuclear 
power plants.

The suit came in response to Energy 
Secretary Hazel R. O’Leary’s comment 
that although her department has a 
“moral obligation" to claim ownership of 
the waste, she isn’t legally bound to take 
possession until the agency completes 
work on its long-delayed repository in 
Nevada. Until then, the states are on 
their own.

Utility executives and state regulators 
strenuously disagree. “We signed a con­
tract with the federal government, and 
for that they were to take our spent 
nuclear fuel beginning in 1998,” Howard 
said in an interview. “We’ve sent them a 
lot of money—my company over $200 
million, [the nuclear power] industry 
about $8 billion.”

While pursuing the lawsuit, Howard is 
making a separate attempt to ensure his 
company’s nuclear future. Northern

Nuclear power plants 
are running out of 

space to store their 
radioactive waste, and 
a federal plan to bury 

the waste in the 
Nevada desert has run 
into roadblocks. Utility 

executives and state 
regulators are trying 

bolder tactics to 
address the problem in 

the courts and on 
Capitol Hill.

States and 34 other utilities are negotiat­
ing with the Mescalero Apache tribe to 
build a privately financed temporary 
nuclear waste storehouse on Mescalero 
lands in New Mexico. The companies 
promise to help underwrite the unprece­
dented facility, which proponents say 
would hold nuclear waste for 40 years at a 
small fraction of the price that it would 
cost the federal government.

A tentative contract with the 
Mescaleros is expected to be completed 
this month; it will be put to a full tribal 
vote later this year. New Mexico elected 
officials are united in opposition to the 
proposal and are considering federal leg­
islation to block it. But Howard sees the 
project as nearly a done deal.

“I can’t see anything that could stop it,” 
he said. “The federal government could 
try, but they would have to go way out of 
their way to do it. And the question is, 
why? If you do that, you may as well shut 
the nuclear program down in this coun­
try.”

Some congressional leaders, however, 
view the lawsuit and the attempt to priva­
tize the nation’s nuclear waste facilities as 
a distraction from the main event. Next 
year, according to staff aides, Congress 
will concentrate on making it easier for 
the federal government to build a long­
term waste facility. And there’s wide­
spread agreement among congressional 
aides, federal officials and industry offi­
cials that legislation is inevitable.

A POLITICAL MINEFIELD
O’Leary’s clash with Northern States 

has an ironic edge. Before becoming 
Energy Secretary, she was the company’s 
executive vice president for corporate 
affairs and lobbied on nuclear waste 
issues in Washington. But for Northern 
States and other electric utilities, time is 
running out.

The electric power industry is drown­
ing in nuclear waste. At least 23 utilities 
will run out of storage space for their 
spent fuel by the turn of the century. 
With the federal government unable to 
guarantee when it will take possession of
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July 24, 1994 

Dear Anne, 

WESTERN STATES 
CENTER 

Cynthia and I heard ·th• First Lady speak at dinnel on Friday -
you are so tortunate to have her as a friend and �lleague! She 
deeply improoocd evenone in attendance. I 

I 

I was partioulnrly1:rtruok by her word� about the far right, and 
{ the need for liber�ls and progre5sives to not aba�on or vilify 

that base, but inate�d to compete for it with reel �nd workable 
programs. , 

our message exactly!' Would she consider a seat o� our Board? 
No, seriously, I t�ought you'd be inter��ted in a 1 memo we dra�ted 
for our trip to Wasbington last 11onth, in which ve sought to 
encourage politica� leaders in Kashington to respond to the 
serious threat of ri¢it-wing populism in the West, by supporting 
a counter-vailing l)t'99t'esaive populis• thrOugn the grassroots 
organizations and prpgressive statewide coalition• we work with 
throughout our eigbt:statea. 

We think we got a good hearing, though it's hard to be sure how 
tar 'outaide-the-B�ltway 1 strategies will be take?. That's why 
we're COIiing back �his week (TUes•Thure, 7/26-28), to underscore 
this message and talk with additional political and labor-union 
leaders. We're also·bringing back specific rec�endations on 
qroups and strateQ"ies in states tor some of the fc,lks (e.g. at 
the Democratic co1mittees) we talJted with last ti'4! around. 

In any event - I imagine you're swamped, but if Y'l)U had a few 
sinutea to visit I�d love to stop by. Hy voice ll$il is 503-260-
1320. d - thanks tor suggesting that Carol Seifert call met 
We'll visiting with h .. r and Nan Aaron on 'l'burs�ay morning. 

1.nno� 

''
IIOAIP Of lllll<TOIS IOUAT AJCHUUTA l".Aty flV-"Oll l(H IOX (HUI( L[( (Alt◄Y I(� 0A"I ,tT[<.OAlkY IR.t.Nl Sl'INC>IU C�IY IANl)VS<Y U.IHY !!(M[r,s 
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FROM: Jeff Malac�owsky, Director, Western States Center J Tom Novidlc, Director, Western l'roeresstve Leaderslip Network of the· We$,'tct:o States Center I 
l 

. . I DATE: June 24, 19,9,t i 

SUBJECT: MEMO 0� STKAT�Y - 'LOS�G THE WEST T� THE RlGH'T'
: I 

. 

* * *. * * * *. * * * � •.••• *. * * * * * * * *. * * * * •••••• * * * ••• *. 

I 
• t 

I ! 
• I The memo below is �tenped to convey our analysis of .t-'ar Right strafgy in the West.em

region where we work, arid suggest some:: counL�r-Righl prvg.cc:ss.ivo st:rategie:i where
I 

investment of resources migllt have aignific.mt impact this yes.r, and iii the future. Our I analysis is focused around elections be�u� right-wing �at.egy is huilt arnund elections.
• . 

• 
I 

i i 

. : ! 

The Western States Cente"; is a seven-year-old non-partisan, noo-profil public �tcrest
Oiianization with a staff <,f 12 working in the eight Western states of!OreiOD, Washington.

' . Idaho, Montana. Utah, Nevada, Wyoming and Alaska. We provide �. strategy, 
· �onsulting and research tci grassroots and citizens organi2ations and Jogressive elected
officials.

J22 s.w. �IFTM •.vc:-;iu, • SUITl U90 • ,o�Tv,NO Oft. 9720.:. • )0)lll!·�8v.> • fA>C; ,0J/2a•196' 
I I 

, .·. :·�· ·., ... :· . : . I 



.! 

I 

LQ�ING. IDE WEST TO THE R1GHT 

SUMMARY I 
I 
I 

Toe Radical Right has the potential to win or play a major role in a frightful number of 
electoral victories in the West in 1994. This possibility not only holqs dire implications for 
this election cycle, it v.ill have ramifications through the 1996 eltr:tioil� �� WP.11.

With a self-tuellng insurgency expressed at every level of the ballot � local, state and 
congressional elections, aod, a proliferation of hot-button ballot measures and issue 
initiatives - the Right,s strength will grow with every election it wins - and every one it 
loses, such is the nature ?f its underdog anti-government populism.

While there is hope, it does· not lie solely b1 traditional politics nor trllditional political. ' 
arties. 

Instead the Right must � met by a counteivailing populism, with a qonstellation of 
grassroots citizens organizations- tackling the Right on its issues agen� and broad 
community-based electo� coalitions meeting them head-on at the bapot. These parallel 
efforts not only challenge the Right, they serve as a direct complement to more traditional 
campaign efforts. 

uch groups and coalitions 
0

exist today, &rowing slowly but obscured lrrom national view. 
With an infusion of support: over the next three years, they can play a key role in turning 
back the risini tides of the ;Ri�t in. the West

RIGHT MAI@ MrGBT 

A powerful 2fassroots �ency by conver�in� right-wing movements is becoming the 
dominant political dynamic in many Western states. The most poteni �ues and 
movements arc: n.nti-cnviromneot (the Wise Use Movement). aDti-gay: and lesbian (Religious 
Right), and anti-tax/anti-aovemment. While distinct in many ways, tpesc movements have 
many key similarities. Among the moot important are these: 

• 

• 

' 
they have dual id�tities, with a self-interested, manipulative Eµid often 
carpetbaggi.n� leapet$hip at the top, and ·an authentic grassrootjs populism of rt'!;iil

people responding tQ real problems at their base; 

their outreach and recruitment arc primarily focused around economic stress, 
uncertainty and poverty, which means they overlap and reinforce each other 
particularly in diw-essed suburbs and ntral are�s; 

I 

••• Draft ••• 
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they borrow freely from each pthers' agendas, which gives th� right-wing insurgency 
overall a compreh�ve series of social, political and eco.norolc proi(ams 
compelling to its followers. For example, in the� West w�ere the economy and 
environment are ir,tenwined, the ReJigious Right, seekini to broaden its economic 
populist appeal, borro� it5 environmental themes directly from. the Wisc Use 
Movements. !

I 

they have diuct �d 'aggressive electoral agendas, particularly �t loc.fll lUld state 
legislative levels, and through is.rue-defined ballot measures. ' 

* they have access to state-of-the-art strategy, training, media an):i communication
techniques through national right-wing networks and resource ·�ters, and in many
cases to virtually unlimited cash via their corporate (e.g. Wise !Use) or religious
backers.

·Thus, the convergence �een movements is even more important tl:ian their differences,
and they are having a 'SY!).ergistic impact' on Western politics far �ter than commonly.
acknowledged. We have seen them come to dominate public debate on critical i$sues, and
define the range of debate on more; they have swung the balance of several state
legislarures from Democrat to Republican and then to Far Right Repuplican; they have
polarized politics to such· an extent that they have destroyed the 'm.id�le ground' in
legislative chambers and public policy where moderate politicians and proposals can effect
compromise and effectively address problems.

In this election year of 1994, the co�vergence and synergism of right�wing movementS
threatens to incinerate many progressive hopes. The movements are at nearly full bloom,
running what is effecth·ely a vertically integrated electoral strategy at�all levels of the ballot
from top to bottom. For _example:

Federal Races - The recent primaries in Oregon, Idaho and Montan.a �ve given the Right
wing an unprecedented conGentntion of congres.5ional candidates in cpotiguous states with
overlapping media marke�. Three in. Oregon, one in Idaho and one ip Montana will likely
be joined by one to three mpre in Washington. With a Fsr Right can9idate for Go"'emor in
Oregon, plus bot-button ballot measures drawing motivated conservati;ve voters in each
state, the Right stands to dominate media, concentrate resources, and see its messages and
voter mobUization efforts. reinforced like the endless reflections in a lµie of mirrors. In
addition pitched battles for U.S. Senate in Wyoming, Montana and W,ashington will
reinforce the Far Right tlitmes. Sev� of these same Weitem states' are facing strong
right-wing mobilizations around ballot measures or races lower down 1on the tickets.

State Races - Oregon, Idaho, Wyoming and Nevada all have gubemat?rial races on this
year's ballot Three are open ses.ts, and all are currently occupied by Democrats, but
concerted conservative c�p�igns could �Jll'.fit R.epublk;1n�. RAttle.� lfor legislative
majorities loom in Nevada where Republicans have a one vote majo� in the_ Sen.ate, in

- -· . 
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Oregon where Republic� will make a strong run to erase the t,.,.·o v�te Democratic 
mc1jurily in I.he St:ID:llt: w.iU WcUlllwn lheir four v·ole margin in the House, and in Montana' . 
where the House went Republican by a six vote margin in 1992. In }Vashington hard 
fought gains from the 1992 elections will be fiercely attacked. Cons�rvativcs are already 
tAkine :iicivi\nti\e� of ;t Ret,nhliCAn-imthol't'.ti l"Jlmp�ign fi.ruinr.� t'�form m�s11re by ntnni.ng 
independent attack ads against· incumbent Democratic legislators; the 0ess�well financed 
Dc:m!,A;1al$ Lave l,c:eu forced to hold off ,e:tulu.iug fire. 

I 
Issue Based Ballot Meastire§ - Although the deedline for submitting petition signatures is 
still :\ few weeks a�y h� tn,tny of our stAtP.�, it ap�rs thar rP-r.ord njruiher of initiatives 
pushed by right-wing and conservative forces will grace this year's �ot. Anti-gay 
measures arc still pending and likely lo rruike the ballot in Oregon, Washington and Idaho. 
(A Nevada proposal faileli to coUect enough signatures.) Measures tliat require a 
supermajority to raise �es or fees, require a direct vote of the people to raise taxes, or 
repeal tax reforms pass5 by legislature.s will be on the ballot in at l� three to four states. 
Montana is likely to face: all of these. An anti-abortion measure is. oli the ballot in 
Wyoming, mcl aluu;k.s on public c::wpluyc:c pcmiuns and lhe p�vwling wi:agc: law w-c:: 
wending their way toward the ballot in Oregoo. Finally. anti-enviro($ent takings proposals 
arc being circulated in Oregon and Washington. 

! 
I 

1rus proliferation of rigJ!t--.ViJ?g sponsored measures will fragment ptpgressives, electoral 
efforts. Public employee I unions, teachers and trade unions provide sfgnlflcant resources to 
progressive candidates in: our region. Although still vastly outspent, these contributors tend
to be the only counterbal�ce to the heavy partisan spending of na� resource 
development industries. J3Y' foreina these progressive allies to spend �nsiderable resources 
fighting initiatives, conse�c¢ives and the Right make it in.ore difficul� for progressive 
candidates to win. In ad�tlon, tbese various inJtiativcs feed directly into the anti­
government, anti-incwnbent rhetoric of many conservative candidates iwhich in turn allows 
them. to frame public debate. 

JUST THE BEGINNINQ... ' . '
I 

As if this were not enough bad news for progressives and advocates <}f liberal, activist 
government, 1994 must� seen primarily as the Right's building � for 1996. The
c · · which fuel ism . economic un�rtaio , � and threat�nin 

. 

, Moreover, the rieht-wing'.movcmcnts have shown the sophisticated capacity to conduct 
multi-year strategics, WUli tbfough losing, innovate rapidly and expan� effectively. The 
an.ti-gay suategies of the !Oregon Citizens Alliance (OCA) provide: o �c:lling ca.sc; in poinL 
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prominence, even domination, in the media due to the above factors; 
'i • ‘ *

perfect economic and political conditions for broad right-wing populism to flourish 

and innovate;
I • •

These factors mctui that progressives running for ufTiue in the West, particularly in liigli-

party will be only one of many players hr the decisive electoral activities of 1994.

The current electoral climate in the West is defined by new environments favoring the Far 

Right Among the most important are these:

' ’ • i
concenualion of ideological candidates in slates and multi-stale regions,

interplay among right-wing candidates at multiple electoral levels and proliferating 

issue ballots;

i
I

profile statewide or congressional elections, must contend with the explosive self-propelled 
dynamics of an insurgent social movement, in addition to the more technical political and 

media science of modern-day campaigns.
• i

Campaigns in the West, where converging right-wing movements have had chance to take 
root and grow, will be thick with independent grassroots action by local citizen groups.
l hese will not be paper cpmmittees assembled by candidates tor media purposes only, but 

I
I
I

In many Western states, historically under-organized, the Democratic Party is weak. Even 
in those states where it is; stronger and more effective, or where it’s made clear gains since 
the investment of ’Coordinated Campaign’ party-building resources in. 1990 and 1992, the

From their first big appearance on the electoral stage, challenging Bob Packwood in the 
Republican Senate primary in 1986, through their landmark anti-gay ballot measure ciusade 
in 1992, the OCA consistently built its strength and organization through a series of 
statewide campaigns, only one of which it won. 1992 was a high water mark of ’loser’s 
victory,’ as the OCA racked up more than 40% of the vote, national publicity and 
fundraising lists, honors from leaders of the country’s Republican Party and influence at the 
1992 Republican Convention. In 1993 the OCA shifted quickly into a highly effective 
strategy of municipal anti-gay referendums to build momentum and organization - it has 
now won 24 - a strategy already picked up on Florida, Ohic and which will most likely 
be replicated elsewhere where statewide campaigns ’fail.’ The organization also expanded, 
and is running ballot measures in Washington, Idaho, Nevada, and possibly soon in Ohio. 
Wc count it as no coincidence that key congressional and gubernatorial seats are up in these 
states, nor that Far Right candidates have swept so many high-office primaries in Oregon 

and Idaho. i
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constituency. There arc hundreds of such groups in the Wise Use Movement alone

!

staggering. A near majority in the!

natural resources and property rights, and attacks on health care and abortion providers.

seats that 18 Republican Senators will run unopposed this November, assuring Republican 
awnVi> the mominc after Primary Day in

I

1 unexpected - she won 4S$t'o to 28% fur Leruy, and carried all Idaho counties but one.
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and building strength, until iu the elections of 1990 the Democratic Parly came within just a 
few hundred votes of capturing a majority in the state Senate. 1992 was a blow-out.

hoping for a Clinton rc-clcctjon in 1996 must pause to consider the prospects of far Right 
sweeps in 1994. Two questions then arise - how can such sweeps be avoided this year, and

however, with the Far Right and other conservatives organizing in backlash to liberal and 
pro-choice Democrats. Losses for rhe Democrats were staggering. A near majority in the

Senate evaporated to a 23-12 minority.
J ‘ • i

In 1993, an Idaho chapter of the Oregon Citizens Alliance was formed, which commenced 
to collect signatures for a statewide anti-gay ballot measure. Towns throughout Idaao 
experienced Religious Right mobilizations around schools. Wise Use mobilizations around

!
instead authentic populist groups with a record on issues and a real following within their 

hundreds more in the networks of the Religious Right particularly including churches. A 
tremendous amount of their activity in elections will be unseen, conducted under radar at 
the local level, or behind church walls, with shoe leather, soft money and person-to-person 
contact. Traditional parties, campaign pollsters are ill-equipped to respond to this, 
and far too likely to miss it or dismiss it entirely. These seemingly disconnected actions 
may not seem significant on a case by case basis, but the sum total of this relentless 
grassroots action can rise up: seemingly out of nowhere, and has the potential to win 
astounding election victories, bewildering, even crushing progressive forces in the process

i ; *

what strategies can best insure that progressive constituencies will not be dispirited and

«»» Draft ***
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By 1994, dispirited Democrats performed so poorly in recruiting candidates for^legislative 

control of the 35 member body. And, Democrats awoke the morning after Primary Day in 
utter shock, with incumbent Congressman Larry LaRocco facing the dark horse 
Republican chaUenger Helen Chenoweth - a trainer for the national Christian Coalition, and 
leader in the Wise Use Movement The LaRocco campaign was stunned, and momentarily 
at a loss for direction - they and their advisors and resource people were counting on a 
victory by the more ’moderate’ Republican primary candidate, David Leroy, himself a 
former statewide elected official. But Chenoweth’s victory was as resounding as it was

Right to the White House

In 1992 Bill Clinton relied upon the West to deliver him the White House. But anyone 

Exhibit A - Idaho

Idaho illustrates a number of these points. >

From the mid-1980’s on, progressives and Democrats in Idaho were effectively organizing

and far too likely to miss it or dismiss it entirely. These seemingly disconnected actions

grassroots action can rise up seemingly out of nowhere, and has the potential to
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demobilized when the time comes to fight in 1996. For the Far Right call to battle in the 
'War on the Wc3t' is n rc.sonnting theme who,c power is resonating th,i., year, but which 
will be even more potent land damaging in three.

No Wt;QQL No EocE 
' 

There is hope for progressi�e· constituencies seeking to blunt the advance of the Far Right, 
and it lies in meeting poP,Uiism with populism. ; . ' 

Tne strategies of the Right,· in all their separate issues, depend on scapegoating and blame, 
on providing identity Md � to dim-essed coll$tirucncics by �lccting out and 
attacking weaker, smaller' an<! less popular ones. The key strategic weaknesses of the .Right 
lie here, and not just in ilieir deceit. Right-wing organizing stratcgiesJ issue agendas and 
political programs fail to meet the cheri�hed rmhlic VRlu� of halance,. cooper!lrion, 
compromise and give-and-take. They are instead extremist, polarizing, unforgiving and 
ultimately hollow. 

Without the ability to use· 'wedge issues' to drive people apart and focus attacks· on 
scapegoats, the Right is denied the ability to expand and mohili7.c itc; ha,;c. 

\ 

Remarkable e;,epcrimenu a.e underway in the West to pull liberal �d ;progressive: 
constituencies together, to cquntcr the right wing by creating real and !authentic coalitions 
that visibly embody the values of balance, cooperation and compromise. Rather than 
temporary _coalitions fom1�d to address �ing!e issues or 1-erve a.-. vehicles for specific 
'messages' during individual elections, these coalitions a.re- fonned of org�ons· with 
extensive g1assioots J111::wbe1slup� who work. Lu�cth<;r bulh in.side 11ml µuL:;i<lc:: decliun.:s Lu 
address the stated cone� of those members. These coalitions, becatise of their 
authentitjty as vehicles to e)q)reSS community values in distinction to llie Right, will be 
powerful forces in develop;ng 11. countervAiling progressivP. !")pnlism, �nci through thP.ir 
grassroots activities can mak� �ble progressive electoral strategies 'that could be
achieved in n� other way.'

Again Idaho offers an example. 
I 

For over 18 months, top Aft and education officials have been meetirtg with the leaders of 
5tatewidc wowc1\:s, eu�u-Oll!4ii:11tal ai1d ccouomic justicc 01gacizatious, • plan.alng coope,at:.vc 
activity to blunt both the Wi$e Use Movement in its campaigns aroun9 the environment and· 
economy, and the radical tleligious Right in its campaigns against gar-s and lesbians and 
public education. 

. 
Thi:; cooperntion helped lny the ground nround which the compnign �IU!\3t Helen 
Chenoweth will be condu!fted, when the AFL took the lead in March in attacking her for 
her connections to the Wisc Use Movement - which they defined as anti-environment, anti· 

6 
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labor and anti-community stability. Having the most substantial blow against Cbenoweth's
Wi:ljor anli-enviroruncntall ally delivered not by the CXT'.iJCCted and �-to-dismiss 
cnvironmentalisu • whi� of course would feed right into her polariz.iing and scapegQatii1g 
strategy - but instead by !the elected representatives of natural resourcb and other labor 
unions, sent a powerful 1?1essage. This step precipitated a rethinking within certain 
conservative Democrat and resource industry union constituencies, re�xamining the 
implications of their alli�ce with a movement favor�d by anti-Labor Republicans and anti­
labor corporations. If LaRocco is to drive the point home that he ra¢er than Chenoweth is
the candidate that rep�ts balance, compromise and forward motioh on the thorny 
e-.nvironme.nt/economic is�es dividing Idaho, ht! will need the cooper�tion and real-world 
support of just this coalition. And, if he is to survive the attempts of the insurgent right­
wing forces in Idaho to slay his candidacy with a death of I 000 unse�n community-level 
cuts, he will need the orianjzations represented by this coalition to r�spond on their own
initiative at the community level as well. 

I 
I 

• 
I 

Montana offers another axample with a high profile U.S. Senate ·and pongressional race. 
Conrad Burns, incumbeni Republican Senator, and Republican congressional challenger Cy
Jamison (former BLM Di.rector under Bush), will hammer away at adti-environmental 
themes seeking to pol� the debate. The themes will be echoed bY. Republican legislative
candidates and the bundrbds of grassroots Wise Use and Religious Rii;}lt organizatioru in 

I 

the state. (Republican R�n Marlence in 1992's Congressional campaj,gn against incumbent
Pat Williams demonstrattjd the potent symbiosis between these m�vements when he 
attacked Williams as being the candidate of the 'fem feelers and prairie fairies.') Seeking
to counter this activity w4I be a broad based coalition organization (Mont2na Alliance for
Pro_�ssive _Policy) "':'hie; ir;ich.1�es org� I�, conservationists, womens groups,· 
seruors, Native Amencans, low income advocates and others. 

! 

Acr LOCALLY. THINK NATIONALLY 
I 

These coalitiom of coursl � only as strong u the grassroots organizations that make them 
up. But in the Western �tes this year, support for grassroots conuntlo..ity action by citizens
based organizatlons and �eiT coalitions can have. a decisiye impact o� the fortunes of both 
liberal and reactionary candidates. Extended over the next three years, such support may 
well be successful in cr�tizrg a bulwark against further expansion an4 victory by the 
converging Far Right for�es· in th� West. 

I 
As organizers in the We.sl we see that the right-wing populis: insurgeinct is by its very 
breadth and viciousness �reating here-to-fore unsee� opportunities to huild new populist 
coalitions and conduct n� orjani:cing drives. Moreover, again 'led' _!by the Right, we see
new oppllrt11niti.�-� to bl� imth�ti� ern��M� ore::.ni?ine i:trategie� ,1;th ureent elect.oral 
strategies. A political s�tegy based on these oopormnities is not only possible but
compelling • absent that, jas ·tlle old adage goes, ·•without chaug.iug du:ectioJ.15 we're going to 
iet where we're going.' 

I 
i 
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FIGffT POPULISM WITH POJ>tlLJSM 
. . 

A strategy to improve prrigressive prospects for blunting the growth of the Right in 1994 by 
supporting community-based 2ctioa both inside and outside the electoral arena would seek 

I • 

to provide funds and support in four areas: .

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Community-based !organizing and action and voter education. '· 
Coordination amo:'f'g constituencies 
Political action by, grassroots groups 
C-0ordination �8 rtates

i : 
Community-based org�g would include such �ctivities as voter e�ucation and
mobilization, research and public education on issues, training of citi:z�ns and edu�ation of 
policy rnakets. Such actiyities could be conducted with tax-exempt and tax-deductible 
funds, so long as they in no way sought to influence the election of �y specific candidate
for public office. Issues around which such activity might be most effective this year 
include the Wise Use Mo�ement) the Religious Right, public education, aborJon and choice
in some states, log expo� and other environ.mental issues where labor/environmental 
alliances are possible. 

! 
Coordination among constituencies is essential, to both create, and publicly present, the 
reality of cooperation. cotnpromlsc and balance. In many states specific coalitions exist 
who are already wcll�advkced along this agenda; in these and others support for particular 
individual organizations would also be equally valuable. In most states coalitions exist 
dcdic�d to electoral action which can accept politic;il action funds, while others exist
dedicated to non-partisan,! non-profit research and public education. In many cases 
memberships and issue agend� overlap. 

! •
Coordination among state� is essential to m�imize the speed and effiyiency with which 
information i$ shared, strategiei developed and implemented, and themes and issues
propelled. Clear but limited opportunities for effective action around issues exist this year, 
around the Wise Use Movement, the Religious Right, key issues such as log exports and 
property rights, etc. These opportunities are based on issues and public education which 
can be addressed by non-profit.s without engaging in partisan or electoral politics. 

Direct political action and involvement in elections is a strategy that some but not all 
progressive constituencies; in the West will employ this year. More and more, however, are 
moving to embrace electo�al strategies. For some such activity is limited to ballot 
measures, for others it extends to candidate elections at one or more levels of the electoral 
pmccs.'-. C::ifr1.eM nre;it1iz4tion,; 8MP.rnlly �,-�k to p::1rtidp11tt'! in �1�r.1ions throngh. org:mhine 
activity, rather than through gifts of cash - organi2:ed labor is the exce�tion of course. In 
some We�rn states prngi'essive constituoe11cies have: c:stal.,lished elccto.cal 1X1alitious to 
conduct joint activities on! candidates and issues of mutual concern. 

8 ••• Draft ••• 



Support for such activities in 1994 will have a definite and beneficial impact on progressive 
p10s�cts thi:. yt:ctr, uu lb� uvt:ral.l public climate and, in cases where panisan funds are 
used, on specific progre�ve electoral s�tegics. 

J}{INKIN<i AHF-An

Oi ven lh11t the cooteSt with the Par Right will certainly extend over the next three years or 
more, and will require constant not episodic community-based opposition, it becomes a top 
priority to target such support to organizations and coalitions that will be active throughout 
that period. 

Mu�over, so lhal this suppon builds stronger organizadons instead of flash-in-the-plan Jast-
minute activity flurries, it; is esse:1tial that wherever possibly the support be committed 
early. Authentic populist action cannot be purchased like a media buy the key weeks 
lY.forP. -'In el�ctfon, and a strategy to fight populism with populism requires different funding 
timelines than most political funders are used to. 

Looking beyond this November, the fight with the Far Right in the West will certainly 
continue unabated into the foreseeable future. Four strategic areas are most in need of 
support ovtr th� next multi.year period, if grassroots action is to join traditional partisan 
acti-.ity as a weapon of choice against the Right. These four _areas include: 

1. Research - tactical and strategic opposition research is a must, given that we are
facing a rapidly evolving right-wing insurgency dependent upon stealtli, deceit and
cli!ntiP,gine rc-lationships �tween. orga,nizations, leaders, networks and funders. 

2. Orassroots orpspizipg - which means building the base througb·wbich ordinary
citizens can act on their O}W issues and express their own values, becoming in the process
a political force mobilized and mobilizable against the Right.

3. Coordination throuib �2aljtions • aggregating the strength of individual
coru.tilut:ncies, and creating the relationships th4t deny the Right its wedges and edges,
presenting the public inst"Cad with effective models of true balance, cooperation and
effective problem-solving.

4. Political action - pc;>litical action by progressive constituencies at all levels of
electoral politi�s 1$ esseuLhtl lo op})OS� llu;; v�rticw.ly-intcisratt:d electoral �enda of the Par
Right. Imagining that all �uch activity should talce place through traditional parties or labor
unions or other established organizations is imagining the genie back in the bottle; instead,
new forms of political action are needed, hy newly P.TIP.rgi?'.erl l\nrl nre�n,,.�n C'.l'm<:tit11�c:ies
and coalitions.

Both in the short-term, 1994, and in fue long term, such efforts have tbc potential to .create 
in the West a cowitervailing populism - a new populism • far more genuine and 
representative than the sha!m-based reactionary movements of the Far Ri2h,t. 

9 ••• o,-.ft •·• 
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To the degree such efforts are authentic - involving real organizations with real 
ixieiubcrships working out real problems and issues - and to the degree they address with 
honesty the long-term needs of poor and working Westerners for social and economic 
justice, empowerment and equality - to this degree will such efforts dry up the Right’s 
capacity to recruit in the West and reverse the flow of political momentum.
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Politics under the cloak of religion

that 
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" ’ ' Kooenson, r,aiweu, that he 8peaks for Qx, or
ing politics to advance an agenda I atTobscenitv 1

my father was a Pente- based on religious values, something \ y -----.
ter who, along with my done honorably by people of many FatwelT and Robertson also use
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than eschew materialism, they have 
made themselves shamelessly' 
wealthy.

They’re giving evangelical Chris-
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jajse:
And how is it consistent with the! 

values of evangelical Christianity for
Falwell to peddle a videotape that 
makes vulgar,"slanderous and false , 
charges that PfeSIilent Clinton 
guilty of murderingpeople? Did Fal- \ (
well gain a divine exemption from 
the Ninth Commandment, “Thou \ U* 
shall not bear false witness against 
thy neighbor”? For this man to claim

Dark Angels of the Right
ism and become lesbians.” works closely with the religious enced by the radical right. The take-

. I don’t believe many evangelicals right, hoping to gain from the over is so complete that Sen. Arlen 
e<’uate 1,16 EP^Pa*- Methodist and “stealth” and “guerrilla warfare” Specter of Pennsylvania, a Republi-

d„kns. _’-t t-.eir ear? =>" ™»™. presby^erjan churches with “the strategies advocated by the Chris- can, was roundly booed at the recent
»----- - , - , spirit of the Antichrist” as Robert- tian Coalition’s executive director, Iowa Republic presidential cattle

bythe™1^j^rin^t|®!^e2,^, son did on his show, “The 700 Club.” Ralph Reed. The National Republi- show for saying he supported the
And I cannot accept that many can Senatorial Committee even pro- separation of church and state.

conservative Christians are so intel- vided the Christian Coalition’s first
erant as to believe, as Robertson has seed money. But publicly the Repub- faiths and all political persuasions to

Christian Coalition members en- are “satanic forces,” not just “human closely identified with these groups day Elmer Gantrys: Jerry Falwell 
dorsed Pat Robertson’s statement beings to beat in elections.” for fear of alienating moderate vot- and Pat Robertson,
characterizing feminism as “a social- Just as appalling as the extrem- era. ------------ ------- ;------- ;------------
ist, antifamily political movement ism and intolerance of Falwell and However, the camel’s nose is now Victor Kamber is president of the 
that encourages women to leave Robertson is the Republican Party’s ensconced under the tent. An esti- Kamber Group, a communications 
their husbands, kill their children, attempt to have its cake and eat it mated 18 state Republican parties consulting ami public relations com- 
practice witchcraft, destroy capital- too. Behind the scenes, the GOP are now controlled or largely infiu-

1
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decline. But their fears and yearn­
ings are being cynically manipulated

vance partisan political ends of
which they may not be fully aware -
and may not support.

I would be shocked if many said, that their political opponents lican Party doesn't want to be too condemn and discredit our modern-

devout mother, gave me a strict, fun- faiths in this country’s history, they the old ploy that their critics are

was taught from day one to love thy—vance an~exfremEt political agenda ing grown up not just among my 
brother. I was taught to treat all hu- and 1'aise millions of dollars. This is " ■ ’ ■
man beings with respect and dignity the-work OT’charlatans and swin-
- that we are all creations of God. I dlers.
was taught to forgive others’ errors where jn BibJe does jt even 
because we are all imperfect I was remotely a government
taught the virtue of hunulity. And I sbou]d not provide health care cover- 
was taught that hard work and living for all of its eitizens? Yet Rob- 
the right way would bring the ulti- erUon.s chri8tian Coalition claims 
mate reward - going to heaven - pr^nt Clinton’s health care
with secular concerns and material- reform lan jg somehow morally
ism taking a back seat. My interpretation of the Bi-

I look at Falwell, Robertson ano bie, gained from my evangelical fa­
their ilk and see nothing in common ther, suggests that Jesus would look 
with my father. Rather than love, kindly on the notion of a people act-
they preach hate. Rather than treat ing to protect the health and well- 
all people as God’s creation, they being of their brothers and sisters, 
equate their political opponents with But I’m not arguing I’m a better 
the devil. Rather than forgiveness, judge of the Bible - just that health 
they practice vindictiveness. Rather care reform is a political battle. To
than show humility, they indulge in mask it in the language and symbols 
brazen ego gratification. And rather of religion is a sleazy, malevolent

VICTOR KAMBER

WASHINGTON __ ______________________
henever I hear Jerry ttanity, the religion my father
Falwell, Pat Robert- preached, a bad name. Shame on
son and their apolo- them.
gists in the Republi- They disingenuous in charg-

can Party accuse Democrats of “reli- ing that Democrats who attack their
gious bigotry” for criticizing the so- politics are attacking their religion.
called “religious right," my stomach Robertson, Falwell, et al., are not us- 
turns.

You see, i .
costal minister who, along with my done honorably by people of many
i V MW* f • ** aaaar w • ' 1 —— — - - ■   -------- 1 IT ’ « W W

damentalist Christian upbringing. I are using the cloak of religion to ad- „ really attacking our followers.” Hav-

family but my father’s congregation, 
I have the greatest respect for the 
decency and integrity of evangelical 
Christians and the greatest empathy 
for their longing for a return to tra­
ditional values in these times of pre-
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THE ROAD AHEAD: 

This morning, the Bulletin invites Michael Novak, the Director of 
Social and Political Studies at the American Enterprise Institute, and 
author of "The Catholic Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism," to discuss 
the role of catholic Americans in politics and public policy. 

BULLETIN: What issues tend to motivate Catholic voters to swing between 
parties at the national level? 

NOVAK: Among the great issues of the last 30 years were concerns about 
the soviet Union and the too low level of us defense spending. second was 
over taxation combined with inflation and unemployment. Remember that 
Carter was plagued with both. And the third is a complex of family and 
cultural issues. Over the last 30 years, particularly with respect to the 
presidency, Republican• have won an extraordinary aeries of elections by 
gaining an unprecedented share of the Catholic vote. In •Y native state 
of Pennsylvania, if you hold the Democratic Catholic vote under 55 
percent, you are able to win the state as a Republican. And that's the 
way it ia in the long line of states that go fro■ Connecticut through New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and 
Iowa. And other very heavily catholic states are Florida, Texas and 
California. so, if you look at a map, it is an accident of history that 
the catholic vote is concentrated in the states with the highest electoral 
votes, and that has also been capable of swinging by as much as 30 points 
one-way or the other aince 1960. Remember: swing votes count twice.-­
once as a take away, once as a plus. 

BULLETIN: So, how are Catholic voters reacting to President Clinton's 
policies? 

NOVAK: It's a little early to tell. In 1992, he did a little better 
among catholics than Massachusetts Governor Michael Dukakis had, but not 
a great deal better. And Perot took a surprising proportion of Catholic 
votes that Bush had won in 1988. Part of the reason for Clinton's vote 
totals, I've thought, is cultural, that Catholics are family people and 
they respond to political language put in the plural and about the family. 
I think that George Bush'• language was familiar Republican language which 
just didn't ring bells with catholic voters. Ronald Reagan talked their 
language. He talked about •family, work, neighborhood, peace, strength." 
Thia was his slogan. Every one of this words echoed very well in Catholic 
neighborhoods. And hi• policies were followed through on that. And he 
could have been elected to a third term, I think. 
Today, there is a broad, thin support for Clinton among catholics, 
but it is thin. And there are some warning signs about the ice cracking. 

BULLETIN: President Clinton has talked a lot about personal 
responsibility and family and dealing with the problems of the cities. 
Has that resonated with Catholic voters? 

NOVAK: Yes. In talking about family and in talking about personal 
responsibility and in voicing his religious views, I think he has won 
applause among Catholic voter■• On the other hand, in expanding the range 
of abortions, as he did in his very first days in office, through military 



and Federal inatitutions, in the rather active series of affirmative 
action appointaenta, and particularly in boosting the cultural 
acceptability ot the moral equivalence ot homosexual and heterosexual 
marital status, he's sounded notes that are disturbing to those who 
cherish Christian and Jewish morality. 

BULLETIN: Do you think it's possible for traditional Catholic voters to 
make common-cause politically with members of what is called the Religious 
Right even though Catholics and evangelical Christians have strong 
theological differences? 

NOVAK: In more and more areas, Jews and Christians who hold to the 
classical values of their faith are making common cause. They feel they 
are much besieged by an aggressive secular minority, operating largely 
through the courts in a tyrannical fashion, and much abetted by the news 
media. They feel under attack and feel the need to cooperate on practical 
issues, just as they have many times in American history. After all, the 
Roosevelt coalition was largely a coalition between evangelicals and 
Catholics and Jews. 
As for the current counteroffensive against the Christian right by 
President Clinton, there is a division among Catholics on thi• matter. 
Some Catholics don't like being associated with evangelical■ and some will. 
defend Clinton. But others who are worried abou� the curriculWI changes 
in the schools and the efforts of this new generation of local leaders to 
force their own morality upon people in the schools and in the 
neighborhoods will think they are being unfairly attacked. They are just 
trying to defend the beliefs and values of their parent• and grandparents 
and they are not accustomed to being attacked for that as if that is 
bigotry. My guess is that this will boomerang against the Democrats. You 
shouldn't attack other people's religion. It is just not the right way to 
proceed. And if Clinton thinks hi• religion is be1ng unfairly attacked, 
just saying that would win sympathy for him. But doing the same thing to 
others only hurts him. 

BULLETIN: Do you see, then, the possibility ot a religious political 
coalition opposing a secular political coalition? 

NOVAK: In the last election we already saw some signs ot that. The Bush 
campaign, though it did so badly, won overwhelmingly among regular 
churchgoers. It you divide those of religious background between those 
who regularly participate in church and those who do not, there's a sharp 
differentiation in how th&y vote. 

BULLETIN: Then which group would be in the majority? 

NOVAK: You also have to see how the issues are at election tiae, whether 
people are worried about economic issues -- jobs, inflation, taxation. 
There is certainly a great division now about health care. They also 
worry about their families and the moral condition of the country. And 
which of these issues will have salience is awfully hard to predict in 
advance. Right now, the President is doing reasonably well among these 
churchgoing people, but some are awfully angry at him. 

BULLETIN: In 1992, the Democratic Party did not allow Pennaylvania 
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BULLETIN:

and the Bishops letter, send up a warning flag?

for a religious preference. ]
Catholics who are Catholics culturally, 
issues in a predominantly Democratic way. 
respond in a way particular to Catholics, 
issues of doctrine or theology. r-• 
and the Pope will raise a warning signal for some, 
piece of bad news for Clinton.

NOVAK: No. When you think of Catholics electorally. Catholics are the
only group who will give the word •’Catholic'’ to answer about their 
religious affiliation even if they haven't darkened a church door for 
50 years. In other words, once a Catholic, always a Catholic. They 
answer in a way that many Protestants and Jews won't answer when you ask 
for a religious preference. Electorally speaking, there are a lot of

They tend to respond to some 
On other issues they will 
But these don't tend to be 

Clinton's disagreements with the Bishops 
‘ “ .It's just one more

Jocelyn Elders has been conspicuous in that regard, 
entirely alone, but she's been conspicuous.

If you were advising the President, would you tell him that the
recent letter from Cardinal Hickey about Surgeon General Jocelyn Elders,

Governor Casey to speak at the convention because he opposes abortion. is 
the Democrat Party in danger of becoming a Msmall tent" party on this 
issue?

NOVAK: It sure does. It sure does. Why are bad things so easily said
about Catholics, with nobody publicly reprimanding those who say them? 

She's not been

BULLETIN: The Catholic Bishops in America have openly criticized the
Clinton Administration's position in support of international population 
control. Are American Catholics in total agreement on this issue?

NOVAK: It is unimaginable why they excluded him, except out of narrow­
mindedness. And it was exclusionary. In Virginia recently — Governor 
Allen's race — and in Georgia with Paul Coverdell and in others, 
evangelicals and Catholics who are strongly pro-life have been willing to 
support candidates who don't exactly have their views. It is important to 
build coalitions. A lot will depend on which side is the better coalition 
builder.
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Dear Ms. Vj

1.

2.

H

The Fellows' orientation program will be held during 
September and your attendance and cooperation is needed at 
three separate events related to their orientation.

A Luncheon for fellows and the placement 
supervisors will be held on Thursday, September 8, 1994, 
noon-2:00 p.m. at the Law Center.

Director/
Susan Deller Ross

eer:

Georgetown University Law Center
600 New Jersey Avenue, N.W., Suite 334 

Washington, D.C. 20001 . /
(202)662-9650 /

Fax (202) 662-9444

J Ilx

?ct6r 
ludy Lyons Wolf

gram Assistant 
Denise A. Simmonds

A Meeting for supervising staff will be held on 
Wednesday, July 27, 9:00 a.m. At this meeting we will 
discuss the coming year, various program procedures, and 
obligations of both the fellows and their placement 
organizations. The meeting will be held in the First Lady's 
Conference Room, White House, Old Executive Office Building, 
Room 100, and should last 1^ hours.

Boaid of Directors
Eleanor Holmes Norton 
Marcia D. Greenberger 
Juoith L. Lichtman 
Susan Deller Ross 
Wendy Webster WUliams

Ii
------ —

u'

Melanne Verveer
Office of the First Lady
Whitehouse
Washington, DC

A if A

11 I
■

You have been selected to participate as a fellowship 
placement in the Women's Law and Public Policy Fellowship 
Program for 1994-1995. Your Fellow will be Karen Guss. 
Karen's resume is enclosed. Like all Fellows, she was 
chosen in a highly competitive process from among hundreds 
of applicants, based on the excellence of her record and 
deep commitment to women's issues. Karen will report to you 
on Friday, September 9, 1994.
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3.

Sincerely,

encl.

Judy Lyons Wolf
Director

We are very happy to have your participation in the 
program and look forward to working with you and your 
fellow.

Please write or call confirming your participation in 
the orientation program on July 27, the luncheon on 
September 8, and in your panel to be held on either 
September 19 or September 26. In connection with the July 
27 meeting, we will need your birthdate when you confirm and 
you will need some form of photo identification with you on 
July 27.

Panels of Placement Organizations will be held so 
that fellows will gain some knowledge of the different 
organizations and subject matter areas in which their peers 
will be working. Two panels will be held Monday, September 
19, 1:00-3:00 and two panels will be held Monday, September 
26, 1:00-3:00. Your particular panel date will be assigned 
at the orientation on July 27.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

6/28/94DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 

RELATIONS WITH RELIGIOUS GROUPS
SUBJECT: 

MYERSVICE PRESIDENT

McLARTY QUINN

LADER RASCO

RUBINICKES

PANETTA SEGAL

BAGGETT SEIDMAN

STEPHANOPOULOSCUTLER

TYSONEMANUEL

VARNEYGEARAN

GERGEN WATKINS

GIBBONS WILLIAMS

  GRIFFIN

 HALE

 HERMAN

 LAKE

 LINDSEY

 McGINTY

REMARKS:
The attached has been forwarded to the President.

RESPONSE:

B7

ACTIONACTION FYI FYI

JOHN D. PODESTA 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 2702
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

94 JUN 28 a|0 : 33
June 28, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM:

SUBJECT: RELATIONS WITH RELIGIOUS GROUPS

BILL GALSTON
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
ALEXIS HERMAN
LINDA LADER

The purpose of this memorandum is to place this controversy in a 
broader context and to suggest a strategic response that would 
reflect your long-held convictions, enhance the dignity of the 
presidency, and contribute to a more productive public dialogue.

In recent weeks, the relationship of religious groups with the 
Republicans and with your administration has become a focal-point 
of public discussion. The victories of Oliver North in Virginia 
and Allen Quist in Minnesota and events at the Texas Republican 
convention have triggered speculation about a "religious right" 
takeover of the Republican party. Meanwhile, continuing 
controversy over such issues as abortion, gay rights, and freedom 
of religious exercise and expression have led some religious 
conservatives to accuse your administration of being indifferent 
or even hostile to religion. Statements by administration 
officials and party spokesmen have proved to be flash-points. 
Just last week, eighty-seven Republican House members demanded 
that you force the resignation of Surgeon-General Elders, while 
all forty-four Republican Senators asked you to repudiate remarks 
by Rep. Vic Fazio critical of the "Christian radical right."

During your presidential campaign, you brought people together 
around an agenda that successfully integrated economic and moral 
concerns. Now, once again, you have an opportunity to unite 
citizens of good will around core principles. Your 
administration and the Democratic party must seize the high 
ground of our historic tolerance for Americans of many faiths-- 
and of no faith. But there is a right way and a wrong way to 
oppose intolerance. We cannot allow our attack on extremism to 
become, or even to be perceived as, an attack on sincere 
religious conviction and on the participation of the faithful in 
our public life. We should not give our adversaries an opening 
to portray your administration as hostile to religion. While 
vigorously opposing bigotry cloaked in the language of piety, we 
need a sustainable longterm strategy for diminishing the sense of 
distance from your administration now experienced by many 
believers who are not extremists. This is an opportunity for 
presidential leadership--and statesmanship--that should not be 
missed.
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Background and context

1.

2.

4.

The current debate over the political role of conservative 
religious groups is framed by four large facts.

Despite the predictions of generations of sociologists, 
the United States has not moved toward increased secularization. 
We remain (by a wide margin) the most intensely religious of all 
the industrial democracies, with levels of belief and observance 
five to ten times higher than in many European countries.

Because so many American faiths were born in dissent from 
orthodoxy and flight from persecution, and because our faith is 
so vigorously diverse, deep religious conviction in this country 
has typically gone hand-in-hand with an equally deep commitment 
to religious toleration. In the long run, American religious and 
political leaders pay a steep price when they cross the line 
dividing tolerance from intolerance.

Starting during the Carter administration, many 
evangelical Protestants and moderate-to-conservative Catholics 
migrated to the Republican party. That trend is not likely to be 
reversed any time soon. In 1992, an unpopular Republican 
incumbent not particularly trusted by the right wing of his own 
party nonetheless managed to garner 62 percent of the vote among 
white born-again Christians.

But the broader history of 1992 is instructive. The Republican 
convention crossed the line from traditional morality to 
intolerance, alarming moderates in both parties. At the same
time, while you adopted forthright positions on a number of 
controversial social issues, your campaign sent important signals 
of your openness to faith communities. Your emphasis on the need 
for the rebuilding of our society through increased personal 
responsibility and firmer faith as well as common action conveyed 
your vivid awareness of moral and social decline and helped 
diminish the intensity of opposition to your candidacy, even 
among those who supported your adversaries. In short, you 
reached out to religious traditionalists in a way that enhanced 
the depth and legitimacy of your eventual victory. It is now 
time to renew and extend that endeavor.

3. Most Americans believe that the moral foundation of our 
society has eroded dangerously over the past generation. (When 
asked in a Newsweek poll earlier this month whether the United 
States is in a "moral and spiritual decline," 76 percent of 
respondents answered affirmatively.) For many, organized 
religion provides both a vocabulary for criticizing this decline 
and an institutional means of resisting it. Others who disagree 
with the answers offered by religious conservatives believe that 
they are at least addressing the right questions. Political 
leaders who are seen as insufficiently concerned about and 
responsive to this perception of social decay will increasingly 
be regarded as out of touch and irrelevant.



to religious communitiesReaching out

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Conclusion

As part of a 
we recommend

strategy for reaching out to religious communities, 
the following steps:

You should review, revise, and sign the attached letter to 
the Republicans Senators.

Criticisms of specific statements and actions of specific 
conservative religious leaders are of course appropriate and 
justified. But you should send clear signals to your appointees 
that statements that can be interpreted as general criticisms of 
religious conservatives, or of the role of religion in public 
life, are not in the best interests of our country or of your 
presidency.

Last year's events such as breakfasts with religious 
leaders proved highly effective in building bridges to their 
communities and generated much positive media coverage. You 
should insist on resuming scheduling such events on a regular 
basis--at least once a month, more often if possible--and bolster 
them with personal meetings and interviews with selected 
religious media.

You should continue to speak out frequently on issues such 
as personal responsibility, teen pregnancy, parental duties, 
service to nation and community, the formation of good character 
needed to sustain a decent society, and the role of faith in our 
public life. Don Baer should be asked to formulate a plan for 
building on the values-oriented speeches you delivered in May, 
and you should consider devoting a major address to the role of 
religion in public life.

An informal White House working group has recently been 
organized to monitor legislative, regulatory, and judicial 
activities of the administration of concern to organized 
religion. Some more regular mechanism needs to be established to 
carry this work forward. Its principal purpose would be to 
anticipate and ward off potential problems rather than (as is so 
often the case right now) responding to them defensively after 
the fact.

To the maximum extent possible, those responsible for 
fashioning political tactics should act in coordination with your 
overall strategy. If we are not careful, shortterm "red meat" 
rhetoric could drown out the longterm approach we recommend.

Strong faith is an enduring strand of American life. But its 
intensity waxes and wanes in response to broad social conditions. 
In general, periods of rapid economic and social change engender 
anxiety that can trigger upsurges of religious fervor. This was 
the case in the 1920s, and it is true today. We are living



For many, conservative faith communities are providing structures 
of meaning and human connection no longer reliably available in

We may not agree with 
But we must publicly

through a period of economic and social dislocation that many 
Americans are experiencing as confusing and alarming. Not 
surprisingly, they are looking for sources of stability and 
security.

families, neighborhoods, and workplaces.
much of what they are saying and doing, 
articulate the very real concerns to which they are pointing, and 
we must advance our own responses to them. Ceding this terrain 
to our adversaries in the name of shortterm tactical 
considerations would be a blunder of significant—perhaps 
historic--proportions.
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Draft Presidential response to the Republican Senators

Dear X:

We Americans have never believed that faith is a purely private 
matter. Faith can lead to action, and the voices of many faiths 
have always been part of our nation's public dialogue. It is 
entirely appropriate for those voices to attempt to persuade 
others, and to craft policies that reflect the principles on 
which we come to agree through unfettered debate. The place of 
religion in our civic life extends well beyond public dialogue. 
Faith strengthens the bonds of family and community, and it helps 
shape the good character of citizens without which we cannot hope 
to be a decent society.

This is why I have often said that in our public life, freedom of 
religion does not and cannot mean freedom from religion. This is 
why I do not believe that Americans want, or the Constitution 
requires, the total secularization of our workplaces and 
communities.

Because religion in our country is so diverse and so publicly 
engaged, tolerance is an indispensable virtue, among individuals 
and among faith communities. Tolerance rests on mutual respect 
across our differences. It requires that we refrain from 
coercion to resolve those differences. And tolerance reinforces 
what we share despite our differences--the very foundation of our 
constitutional faith, a full and equal citizenship under law.

For centuries, our country has enjoyed a unique tradition of 
religious liberty. Members of every faith have been able to 
profess their deepest convictions and carry out the precepts that 
flow from those convictions. Free exercise for every faith, 
establishment for none, a prohibition on religious tests for 
public office--these tenets are the foundation of the rights we 
cherish, and of our entire constitutional tradition. Enshrined 
in the hearts of our citizens, this tradition has allowed our 
country to enjoy a religious life unparalleled in its vigor and 
diversity. It was to safeguard and strengthen this tradition 
that I was proud to sign into law the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act,, which my administration will vigorously enforce.

Thank you for your letter of June 22, which raises issues of 
central importance for every American. I am in full agreement 
that a candidate's religious beliefs are not a basis for 
questioning his or her fitness for public office. Indeed, no 
principle is more firmly rooted in our history and laws.



t

recriMiuKhe>4.

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

Sharp, vigorous debate is the lifeblood of our democracy. But 
there is a line between the frank articulation of differences and 
personal attacks on individuals or groups. Public discourse that 
demonizes opponents frays the social fabric and impedes the vital 
search for common ground on the issues our nation must address. 
I call upon all Americans of good will to refrain from this kind 
of rhetoric and to repudiate it whenever it is employed.

I have spoken out repeatedly against intolerance and bigotry of 
every kind, and I will continue to do so. I expect every member 
of my administration to adhere to the highest standards of 
tolerance. Those who oppose my administration should do 
likewise. The alternative to a new birth of tolerance in our 
public life is the continued erosion of the people's faith in our 
capacity for responsible self-government. Surely a pervasive 
cynicism about leaders and institutions of every kind is not the 
legacy we want to bequeath to the next generation. But that is 
where we are heading, unless we abandon the politics of mutual 
anna-hi4.ati.on and refocus our energy on the real and urgent 
problems our nation faces.
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1'he Iiono:abl• illiam Clinton 
?rea1d•n� of United state• 
The Whi ta Kou •I 
lSOO Penn1ylv nta Avenue
wa�hington, o c� 

Clar Mr. ,re• d�nta 

A• tha N vembar electi0n1 draw cloaer, .Ama�icans will b• 
lo0lcinq to P.'e ublic:an and C•mocrat cancUdataa �o diacuaa their 
poait1ona on he challeng•• faeinq 0ur caunt:y. l\nd we believe
that a frank 1 e�ata ot our diffaxencaa on i11ue• like health 
car•, taxea, rim•, and tcrai9n pglic:y ia th• ••••nee of a 
healthy demce aay, and will ba good for Am•rica. 

·, What is oJ geed for Amari.ea, however, ia queaticninq a 
candidate's f tn••• for office btcauae of hi• or her reli9ioua 
D't'lief■• An that ia precisely -..hat several prominent meznl:)er1
of you: party ha�• done in recent day1, makinq ccmment• that 
brin; to mind th� typ• of at�ack• faced by Al Smith in 1928 and.
John Xennedy ft �1,0. 

Mr. Pre1,dent, You hAva 1p0kan eloquently in th• pa■t about
th• need for olerane• in our liv••• and about tha importance of 
rel1qion int• live• ot Americans. we write to aak that you now
join with us n rapudi&tinq the remark• of tho■e.who u■e term■ 
lik• "tire•br athinq Chr1■ti&n radical right," and Yho �heapan
ou: democracy thtough :aligiou, biqctry. 
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I Sincerely, 
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jate: 06/24/94 ;ime: 15:56 

COP H�use Members Seek Elders' Resigna�ion 

WASHINGTON (AP) Eighty-seven GOP House members sought the 
re5ignation of Surgeon General Joycelyn Elders on Friday, 
escalating a conflict over Democrats' attacks on right-wing 
Republicans. 

The Republicans' letter to President Clinton came two days after 
Slders, according to newspaper accounts, referred to the 
··un-Christian religious right'' and added, ··we've got to be
strong to take on those people who are selling our children out in
the name of religion.''

The letter did not specifically mention these remarks but they 
were cited often at a news conference by Rep. Cliff Stearns, 
R-Fla., author of the letter, other lawmakers and spokesmen for
conservative Christian organizations.

··she should be using this office to fight sickness and disease
and not using this office to fight parents and churches,'' Stearns 
said. 

The letter said Elders ··has not chosen to utilize her position 
to advance the general health and welfare of all Americans, but 
rather to advocate views antithetical to the majority of 
citizens.'' 

Elders' press spokesman could not immediately be reached for 
comment. 

On Thursday, 44 Senate Republicans wrote Clinton asking him to 
repudiate remarks that reflect religious bigotry. That letter came 
after Rep. Vic Fazio of California, chairman of the Democratic 
Congressional Campaign Committee, criticized the rise of the 
radical right in Republican politics. 

On Friday, President Clinton criticized evangelical Christian 
broadcasters, mentioning Jerry Falwell by name. Clinton said he was 
getting tired of being pounded by the right wing. ··r•m going to be 
far more aggressive,'' he said. 

At the news conference outside the Capitol, Rep. F. James 
Sensenbrenner Jr., R-Wis., said Elders had ''forfeited her right to 
be surgeon general of the United States.'' 

The letter denounced Elders for her remarks that the Boy and 
Girl Scouts discriminated against homosexuals, that the 
legalization of narcotics should be considered and that girls 
should take condoms when they go on dates. 

··whether one agrees with these statements or not, and I suspect
that the majority of Americans do not, they clearly serve to divide 
Americans rather than unite us behind our common interest in public 
health and welfare,'' the Stearns letter said. 
APNP-06-24-94 1555EDT 
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DRAFT 
As religious leaders committed to both the prophetic role ot 

religion in public llftS arnl the in:sti.tut.ionQl separation of 
church and state, we are alarmed at the abuse ot religion as a 
campaign issue. 

We begin with Lh� vru!Jvsition that God is neither democrat 
nor republican nor, !or that roatter, American. God transcends 
all national and pollt..1�dl dffiliations, God's precinct is the 
universe. 

Identifying the Kingdom of God with any political party or 
candidate is as presuropt.uous as it is tooll�h. None has a 
monopoly on the truth. All are aubject to the faults and frail­
ties of the human condit.ion. People or. !'11l.h hctve at tillles 
perpetuated war, slavery, Jim Crow and sexism. Tomorrow's 
prophets will expose today's blinct spots. 

The framers or the constit.ution wisely provid�<l l.he1L Lh\::Le 
be no religious test for public ottice, We call upon the candi­
dates to honor both the spirit and letter or. Article VI by re­
fraining :from further attacks based on religion. 
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severalcitedbased Baptist Joint committee cited several examples or 
Questionable campaign tactics, including repeated appeaxe to 
churches by the Bush-Quayle campaign, mailings to church le^®rs 
pat Robertson's Christian Coalition and a br°chu^® pro^uc.®^ 
Operation Rescue and others that says "to vote for Bill Clinton is

remain concerned about the Bush-Quayle campaign's effort to
churches for partisan political purposes,« said Thomae, BJC

.. « * • A-____ Ac. H

Suayle ca»Pai?n. The log.l eoune.l »«.. tb.t

steps were 15, I received a mailing asking religious

Robertson/Young, Blight ana Rogers states that the Christian 
Coalition and "other pro faulty organizations" are distributing 40

The Christian Coalition is a political action organization

I

-'while the ^l<ie_c^ai»j_to^M_non-£artisanu^alker said,

'participating churches want the reader to vote for. At the very

to ein against God.
"I '

use ‘

BAPTIST JOINT COMM.

I
I

I
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guidelines for political activities by churcnes ana < 
exempt organizations, but Walker questioned that claim. 

"The"guide could create problems r'” lurches if t 
neo and distribute them,” he said.

---- Oliver s! Thomas and J. Brent walker of the Washington, D.C.- 
based Bantist Joint committee cited several examples of

somethina the tax code strictly forbids.'•
OklahomaM^storshX6sen°ch^rXrJeceivedH^

P "Then on Oct. 15, I received a mailing asking religious 
leaders to use their denominational publications to promote the 

piesiHThis misuse of religion is precisely what leading clergy 
warnedof in Auguat," Thomas caid, referring to statements issued 
by religious leaders decrying the use of religion as a campaign

Weap°Walker, associate general counsel at the religious liberty 
aaency criticized the "Family Values Voter Guide '92'’ distribute- 
to church leaders and promoted by Robertson, campus Crusade founder 
Bill Bright and the present and former president© of the Southern 
Baotist Convention -- Houston pastor H. Edwin Young, Memphis, 
Tenn., pastor Adrian Rogers and Atlanta pastor Charles Stanley. 

A letter addressed "Dear Christian Leader and

BJC attorneys warn churches
against partisan activities

WASHINGTON -- Ufiing churches to promote or oppose political 
candidates compromises religion and runs the risk of costing

million copies of the guides tv 100,000 churches.UThe promotional materials assert the guide 
guidelines for political activities by ^che* an* other tax 
exempt organizations, but Walker questioned that claim.

"The guide could create problems fox churches if they decide 
to use and9 distribute them," he said. "The Christian Coalition s 
tax status allows for some political activities, but churches can 
engage in no political activity without jeopardizing their tax- 

exempt^status^ ^ide claims to be non-partisan, Walker said, "it 

takes very little imagination to see who the Christian coalition 

and v ‘ \ ""
least, it's a close call."

leaders to use their denominational publications to promote the

"This

WASHINGTON

churah;; theirtax-exempt status, according to two Baptist church­

state attorneys. - -
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that bills itself as non-partisan. But, according to the Washington 
post, Republican delegate selection manuals were distributed at a 
1991 Christian Coalition conference and Robertson told conference 
delegates he wants "to see a working majority of the Republican 
Party in the hands of pro-family Christians by 1996."

walker had even sterner criticism for the brochure distributed 
by Operation Rescue's Randall Terry.

"Terry's statement that a vote for Clinton is a sin takes the 
'cod-is-on-our-side' rhetoric that we heard at the Republican 
Convention to its ridiculous extreme," he said. "Terry's audacity 
is amazing. Who made him the nation's inquisitor?"

Walker said Americans should be able to disagree on issues 
"without dubbing political opponents sinners and calling into 
question the sincerity of their religious convictions."

Terry's group is urging pastors to spread the brochure's 
message from their pulpits, a step that could lead to problems with 
IRS for the churches, walker said.

"Unsuspecting pastors should be aware that such political 
endorsements will place the churches' tax exemption in jeopardy," 
Walker said. "Preachers can address issues, but they cannot endorse 
or oppose candidates from the pulpit without endangering their 
church's tax status."



Clinton’s religious strategy.

The new covenant

By Fred Barnes

B

32 The New Republic November 9,1992

ill Clinton’s speech at Notre Dame University 
on September 11 wasn’t likely to generate 
much national press attention, yet Clinton and 
his aides took enormous care in preparing it. 

They consulted dozens of people, including New York
Governor Mario Cuomo, Senator Harris Wofford of 
Pennsylvania, President Timothy Healy of Georgetown 
University, and old college friends of Clinton’s. Former 
Representative Toby Moffett of Connecticut, whose 
daughter Julia works for the Clinton campaign, submit­
ted a long memo. David Kusnet, the speechwriter in 
charge of the Notre Dame address, scavenged material 
for Clinton to read: Senator Daniel P. Moynihan’s 
speech at Notre Dame in May, Cuomo’s published 
diaries, Cuomo speeches, etc. The speech Clinton 
finally delivered took weeks to draft. And Clinton was 
actively involved in the drafting.

This extraordinary effort produced one of Clinton’s 
most substantive speeches of the campaign. It was not 
only his major address to Catholics. It dealt with the 
broader issue of religious faith and its role in American 
life. Clinton’s chief strategist, James Carville, described 
it as a “defining speech,” revealing Clinton as an 
unabashed Christian (“my faith is a source of pride to 
me”) and a man of strong religious sensibility. “If 
elected,” Clinton added, “I will be the first president to 
graduate from a Catholic college, Georgetown Univer­
sity.” He got a standing ovation.

Religion is the stealth issue of the presidential race. It 
will probably have more influence on the outcome than 
any issue except the economy. Clinton and his handlers 
have understood this from the beginning. They also 
know it’s not a plus with most voters if a presidential can­
didate is perceived, as Michael Dukakis was in 1988, as 
indifferent or hostile to religious faith. Thus Clinton and 
his vice presidential running mate, Al Gore, have taken 
the next step, affirming the value of religion and touting 
their own faith. Though both are Southern Baptists, 
they’ve deftly avoided sectarian splits and embraced 
what sociologist Nancy Ammerman calls “a generic 
American faith.” Their message is non-threatening: I’m 
religious, but not to the point of imposing my faith on 
anyone or deciding any issue on religious grounds.

The political results are impressive. Clinton has made 
remarkable inroads among evangelical Protestants and

Catholics, two groups who trended Republican in the 
1980s. These are large voting blocs, especially signifi­
cant in the South and industrial Midwest. Evangelicals 
make up 23 percent (43 million people) of the voting­
age population, and Catholics about the same. In 1988 
Bush got 77 percent of the evangelical vote, leaving a 
paltry 23 percent for Dukakis. This year “Clinton 
should be able to get at least 30 percent of the evangeli­
cal vote and could reasonably aspire to 40 percent,” says 
John Green of the Bliss Institute of Applied Politics at 
the University of Akron, which surveys evangelical vot­
ers. “Anything over 40 percent would generate a land­
slide for the Democrats.”

Pre-Clinton, Republicans thought the religious issue 
was theirs alone to exploit, and it was. This year the 
issue has backfired on them. Bush’s lame acceptance 
speech at the Republican National Convention in Hous­
ton was overshadowed by the speeches of Patrick 
Buchanan, who spoke of a “religious war,” and Pat 
Robertson, the Protestant evangelist who said tradi­
tional values for most Republicans “start with faith in 
Almighty God.” Two days after the convention, Bush 
complained in a Dallas speech that Democrats had left 
“g-o-d” out of their platform. ‘That bombed,” says 
Ralph Reed, executive director of Robertson’s Christian 
Coalition. “And Bush got whipsawed.” Bush and his 
allies in the religious right came off as narrow, rigid, 
and sectarian, exactly the sort of believers most Ameri­
cans don’t want their political leaders to be.

For Clinton, religion offers the way out of a problem. 
Millions of evangelicals and Catholics are turned off by 
his support for abortion and gay rights and by his party. 
Even those who like Clinton’s economic pitch are 
uncomfortable with Democratic social values. But these 
are offset by his public embrace of religion. Moreover, 
Clinton talks about his faith in a seemingly genuine way. 
He’s been going to Baptist churches, white and black, 
and Pentecostal gatherings for years. And Reed was 
amazed when Gore, during the vice presidential debate 
on October 13, began a thought with the words, “I’m 
taught in my religious tradition ...” Reed says he forgot 
what Gore said after that. “I thought, wow, you can go to 
South Georgia and speak to a Baptist association and 
begin any sentence with that phrase and get away with 
it. What you’ve done is rhetorically dropped their psy­
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t Notre Dame, Clinton recalled John F. 
Kennedy’s talk to Baptist ministers in Houston 
in 1960. But Clinton, a Baptist addressing
Catholics, wasn’t trying to be the mirror-image 

of JFK. Kennedy sought to combat intolerance of his
Catholicism. Clinton aimed to dissolve doubts about his 
character and seriousness., “These doubts had very little 
to do with his being a Baptist,” says a Clinton adviser. 
“He didn’t have to say, ‘It’s O.K. to have a Baptist in the 
White House.’” What Clinton did say was that his values 
have religious underpinnings. He talked about Catholic 
social philosophy, community, stewardship, and “a spir­
itual crisis” in the country. “America does not need a 
religious war,” Clinton said. “It needs a reaffirmation of 
the values that for most of us are rooted in our reli­
gious faith.”

Notre Dame, though not a lion’s den, wasn’t friendly 
turf for Clinton either. The school is conservative, its 
students predominantly Republican. A plane pulling a 
banner saying, “No Draft Dodgers for President,” cir­
cled the campus during his speech. Clinton was heckled 
by anti-abortion protesters sprinkled strategically 
through the audience and by Bush backers. He perse­
vered. The national press took little notice, but Wof­
ford, a convert to Catholicism and former Notre Dame 
law professor who joined Clinton on stage, insisted the 
speech has had a “ripple effect.” Attitudes, even among 
conservative Catholics, toward Clinton have changed. 
George Weigel, a Catholic intellectual who supports 
Bush, says Clinton “does not give off that aura of cold, 
rational secularism that Dukakis did. He’s not reli­
giously tone deaf.AJhat’s one big reason he’s headed 
for the White House. •

“a practical method of trying to live as a Christian in a 
difficult, challenging world.” She and her husband 
“think the most important thing is your personal rela­
tionship with God.” The Methodist article, showing 
Hillary in a new light, proved irresistible. It was picked 
up by the secular media. In October Christianity Today, 
an evangelical magazine, came to Hillary’s defense. 
“Many evangelical women ... have more in common 
with Hillary Clinton than with the other candidates’ 
wives,” wrote LaVonne Neff, a senior editor at Tyndale 
House Publishers.

Bill Clinton’s strongest appeal is to moderate South­
ern Baptists, the minority faction in that denomination. 
Its publication, Associated Baptist Press, has ballyhooed 
Clinton and Gore as “the first all-Baptist ticket for the 
nation’s two highest offices.” The Clintons and the 
Gores “are as engaged in religion as any four people 
we’ve ever had running for office,” says James Dunn of 
the Baptist Joint Committee in Washington. “They’re 
not superficial churchies.” The fundamentalists who 
control the Southern Baptist Convention are less enthu­
siastic. The Sunday school lesson they’ve put out for 
November 1, the Sunday before Election Day, is 
devoted to the subject of leadership. It lists great lead­
ers, among them Gandhi, Churchill, and George Bush. 
Clinton isn’t mentioned.

chological barrier. Can you imagine Mondale saying 
that?”

linton’s emphasis on religion began at the 
Democratic convention in July. The thirteen- 
minute film about Clinton produced by Linda 
Bloodworth-Thomason included an interview 

with his half-brother, Roger. “Religion was really impor­
tant,” Roger said of their upbringing. “Church-going 
was really important to the two of us.... Even to this 
day, it’s an extremely significant part of his life.” Then, 
in his acceptance speech, Clinton twice quoted from 
the Bible. He tinkered with a passage from 1 Corinthi­
ans: “Our eyes have not yet seen, nor our ears heard, 
nor our minds imagined what we can build.” The actual 
passage refers to what God can build.

Pat Robertson jumped on this in a report to mem­
bers of his 700 Club. “He twisted the words of the apos­
tle Paul from being God-centered to being completely 
man-centered,” Robertson wrote. True, and other 
Christians were mad as well. “Some of my fundamental­
ist friends were offended by that,” says Green. “But reg­
ular evangelicals were impressed that he would even try 
to quote from the Bible. They had thought of the 
Democratic Party as a secular party.”

Four days after the convention, Clinton made an 
hour-long appearance on visn, an ecumenical Christian 
cable network. Sitting in front of the altar of a Presby­
terian church in Wheeling, West Virginia, he delivered 
a remarkable testimony. “If I didn’t believe in God, if I 
weren’t, in my view, a Christian, if I didn’t believe ulti­
mately in the perfection of life after death, my life 
would have been much more difficult for me,” he said. 
“I had a tough childhood, a not all that easy adulthood 
at times. My faith has enabled me to keep living and 
keep going and keep doing things.” Questioned by 
Judy Woodruff of the “MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour,” 
Clinton elaborated. “Like other people, I have had 
crises in my life, personal crises, personal failures, the 
sense that I had let myself and others down, the sense 
that maybe I’d never be the person God wanted me to 
be.”

Clinton has walked a fine line between identify­
ing with believers and scaring non-believers. “The fact 
that I have a deep faith in God and a sense of trying 
to do the right thing every day should be reassuring to 
people,” he said on visn. “It will make me more hum­
ble in office.... It will make me a stronger person.” 
VISN rebroadcast the Clinton interview over and over 
again.

Hillary Clinton’s image has also been softened by a 
public declaration of faith. She is a Methodist. In early 
September she, her friends, and several Methodist min­
isters were interviewed for an article by the United 
Methodist News Service. The writer, Jean Caffey Lyles, 
concluded: “A Clinton White House would inherit a 
thoughtful theologian-in-residence with an active prayer 
life and a strong social conscience.” Hillary said she 
likes the Methodist Church’s “emphasis on personal sal­
vation combined with active, applied Christianity." It is 
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mounting Jewish anxiety about the 
way in which fundamentalist Chris­
tians and right-wing supporters of Pat­
rick J. Buchanan seemed to dominate 
the Republican convention.

Link to Economic Plans
Mr. Clinton was also probably the 

first Presidential candidate to make a 
link between support for Israel and 
support for his economic plans, by ar­
guing that it will be impossible for any 
future President to insure Israel’s se­

at a time when unemployment is soar­
ing in the United States, Jews no longer 
fee) comfortable vigorously fighting 
the sale of military aircraft to Saudi 
Arabia, when it could mean thousands 
of jobs for Americans. Therefore, they 
said, the appeal to Jewish audiences 
has to be from a domestic angle.

“1 think Clinton did well," said Abra­
ham D. Foxman, executive director of 
the Anti-Defamation League. “It was 
interesting, though, how much of the 
positive applause came in response to 
statements about domestic issues. The 
most sustained applause came when he 
said he was pro-choice on abortion and 
when he criticized the tone of the Re­
publican convention."

Indeed, by far the most vigorous 
applause for Mr. Clinton came when he 
declared: "America is not just a place, 
it’s an idea, an idea cherished and 
given life by Puritans and Catholics, by

•I must say 1 was also deeply dis­
turbed by the tone of the first two days 
of the Republican Convention in Hous­
ton, where it seemed that they were 
more interested in dividing the Ameri­
can people by claiming that some of us 
have values and others don’t than in 
uniting us in a common effort to over­
come our problems.

"1 will never do that,” he added. “It 
is the responsibility of our leaders to 
counter intolerance, bigotry and ha­
tred. No one knows better than you the 
danger of bigotry, anti-Semitism and 
intolerance that is on the rise. As Presi­
dent, my commitment to opposing fear 
and hate and prejudice will not bend 
with the prevailing political wind."

Jewish audience was a traditional na­
tional security approach, focused on 
how as Commander in Chief he had 
been ready to use force to confront 
Israel’s enemy Iraq, how he had 
worked with the former Soviet Union to 
organize Arab-Israeli peace talks and 
how he had helped Russian Jews emi­
grate to Israel.

Mr. Clinton, by contrast, made a 
domestic-focused appeal to American 
Jews. He quickly touched all the usual 
bases about how he would be support­
ive of Israel and the peace talks, but 
then shifted his focus to the domestic

Democrats, by women and men, by 
people of all colors, of all races, of all 
religions. That means an America 
where hatred and bigotry are not toler­
ated, an America where we have a 
Supreme Court which will respect our 
Constitution, protect women’s right to 
choose, and protect the rights of all 
Americans."

Mr. Clinton is using this week to 
appeal to several other important reli­
gious constituencies, including the Na­
tional Baptist Convention as well as a 
predominantly Catholic audience at 
Notre Dame University.

omy able to sustain foreign aid for 
strategic allies.

Unlike President Bush, Mr. Clinton 
did not appear in person. Instead, he 
spoke to the audience over a wall-size 
television screen linked to suburban 
Atlanta, where he was on the campaign 
trail. Judging from the fact that Mr. 
Clinton got much more enthusiastic 
applause in his video appearance than 
Mr. Bush got in person, it seems that 
his line of argument resonated with the 
Jewish audience.

“There is another threat to Israel 
that has gone long unaddressed,” he 
said. “It is a threat that can weaken 
Israel militarily, economically and po­
litically. It can hinder our ability to
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hi^iest office in this great nation and is a symbol of the freedom for 

which it stands.

President George Bush 
The White House
WR«hingt.on. DQ 20560

Office of the
General Secretary

Dear Mr. President:

Wo write ynn tndny to eXPF?ss our profound hope that in the course of 
this presidential campaign you, the Republican party, ana tnose who 
work for your re-election will appeal to an inclusive and plural 
America. Our national heritage is enriched by the many faiths and 
traditions that shape and inform the values of individuals and 

families.

We believe it is contrary to the best of our proud national heritage 
to appeal for support for one belief by degrading the beliefs and 
convictions of other religious faiths and ethical approaches. We know 
that any threat or act of intimidation to one group is, finally, an > 
abridgement to the religious freedom of us all.

We believe that all realms, including political and public life, come 
the judgomont of God. Wp hell five it i& blasphemy to invoke the 

infinite and holy God to assert the moral superiority of one people 
over another, or one political party over another. As our Pledge of 
aiTag-rmtu-.m affiriuA. we are nono nation, under Gnd." nnt "over" Gpd or 
in any other way owning God. Any partisan use of God's name tends to 
breed intolerance and to divide. Rather than affirming a common 
t-hvwlbuuw, with ream for ovony dissert rnd even disbelief, it suggests 
religious conformity and leads to religious arrogance.

In political seasons, especially now, we need to be very clear that 
uou Delongs uo no uue t.lde, far wo boliovo wa all tn God. In
measuring partisan visions for our country’s life, credible religious 
convictions can find their constructive place. Religious concerns, /a-e 
best fulfillod when positions reflect the reality of a God
who suffers with all who suffer, who cares for the integrity of all 
creation, who wills the well-being of all people, and whoso way is 
always justice and peace. Then, a religious sense of life has filled 
its genuine political role.

With respect we call upon you to support the full enfranchisement of 
all our nation's people and to clearly affirm that our religious 
freedom and plural■?am -fa foundational to our national heritage. We 
especially deplore the suggestion that to be fully franchised one must 
not only be Christian hut espouse a particular understanding of life 
in Christ. We exhort you to uphold and honor the notion that those who 
have opinions at variance with you and your party on moral and ethical 
issues are no less faithful.

We 1 to you not as «. puliL.JmI eandidftto but as one whn holds the
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Sincere.

Dr.

The Rev/, 
the Ch

,1, General Secretary, National Council oi 
ches of Christ in the U.S.A.

me Kev. Angelique W*ilkex--3u»HJs., onl Officor, National RflDti’nt;
Convention USA, Inc.

The Rev. Dr. Daniel E. Wei»a, General Secretory, American Baptist
Churches in the USA

Dr. Joan B. Campl

We bring these deep concerns to your ar-leutluii. bcvaus* w« fear fan tho 
erosion of the religious freedom our nation’s founders made central to 
our common life- We also take this opportunity to assure you of 
prayers as you carry out the awesome duties of your office.

■les Adams, President, Progressive National Baptist Convention 
Diohop Vinton anaerson, Afrlf-nri Mrl.lmdinL Church,

President, World Council of Churches
Most Rev. Edmond Browning, Presiding Bishop, The Episcopal Church 
The Rev. Douglas Fromm, Ecumenical Officer, Reformed Church in America 
Dr. Maxine Garrett, The Moravian Church
The Rev. Richard Hamm, Regional Minister,. Tennessee. Christian Church/

Disciples of Christ
The Rev. Ciales Jonas, National Baptist Conventinn nf America 
The Rev. Lewis Lancaster, Ecumenical Officer, Presbyterian Church USA 
The Rev. John Lindner, Ecumenical Officer, Presbyterian Church USA 
The Very Rev. Leonid Kishkovsky, Past President, National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the USA
Dr. Janice Love, The United Methodist Church
The Rev. Dv. Dvu«ld Miller. Cancnul Soonotory, Church nf thp Brethren 
The Rev. Dr. Albert M. Pennybacker. Christian Church/Disciples of

Christ, Lexington Seminary
The Rev. Tyrone Pitts, General Secretary, Progressive National Baptist 

Convention, Inc.
The Rev. Dr. Syngman Rhee, President, National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the USA

The Rev. Bruce Robbins, Ecumenical Officer, The United Methodist
Church

The Rev. Dr. Paul Sherry, President, United Church of Christ 
Bishop Ruben L. Speaks, Senior Bishop, African Methodist Episcopal

Zion Church
Bishop Melvin G. Talbert, Secretary, Council of Bishops, The United 

Methodist Church
The Rev. Dr. Turaatf, Enoautivo Director, Northeast Synod,

Presbyterian Church USA
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National Council of the Churches of Christ in rhe USA

September 1, 1992

Dear Governor Clinton and Senator Gorer

473 Riverside Drive • Room 380 • New YorK XY 10115-0050 ♦ 212-870 ’2141 • Fax 212-S/O*2317

The Honorable William Clinton
The Honorable Albert Gore 
The Clinton-Gore Campaign 
Little Rock, ArkansasOffice nf tha .

General Secretary

On behalf of the leaders of 32 Protestant and Orthodox churches that are 
members of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, I 
am writing to request a meeting with you at a time and place of your 
choosing.

09/10/92
I

The church leaders for whom I write are the spiritual leaders of a 
combined total of ^5 million Christians. They believe that this nation 
is in the midst Of a spiritual crisis. Prom what you have said during 
your campaign, it appears that you have reached this conclusion as we±i 
and we wish to this iccue together with you. Wr request a
meeting with you both to hear your vision and your plans for the future 
of t*iJs nation. We are convinced that political and religious leaders 
must be partners if this spiritual crisis is to be addressed. We are 
eager to help you and the American people rediscover the vision of those 
who made our country great.

We are Americans who believe deeply in the vision of liberty and justice 
for all laid before us by our foundtsrs. Concerned about our nation, we 
pray for the future God intends for all God’s children. Many of us pray 
every week for the President of the United States and others who carry 
civic rMDOnUh-n-ffty. Afi Citizens of the most powerful nation in the 
world, we are increasingly aware that the decisions of our government 
deeply affect the lives of millions across the globe—including the poor, 
children, the ill and other people who are struggling to survive.

We stard ready to play our appropriate role in the revival of our nation. 
Our membership is in a position to play such a role for several reasons, 
■innluding the wide diversity that, wr encompass. The 32 denominations 
that belong to the National Council of Churches include the six historic 
AfMr^an American churches, those churches commonly referred to as 
mamnn» churches, Lhe ii.i'*chftslt. ftfid nine Orthodox Christ'an
bodies. The ethnic and geographical diversity of our membership is as 
diverse as our nation itself. We are a mix of conservative and liberal, 
tradit-j'•»*>« 1 and evangelical. We are young and old, male and female, rich 
and poor. Republican and Democrat. We are mothers, fathers, 
aL'andparenfes, tcaohorc, doctors, pp.fflihprs, SGiftntiStS. gardeners, 
unemployed, homeless, corporate presidents, union leaders, pastors and 

church leaders.
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leaders are asked to assume heavy burdens and great responsibilities.

Respectfully yours.

C^/%t/

The Rev* Dr.) Joan Brown Campbell

F

We claim no special status for the Christian people who are part of the 
National Council of Churches. Rather, we believe that political issues are 
also moral and ethical issues and that religion is a source of moral and 
eHiFivtl insist, W<? work for public policy that reflects our belief in a God 
who suffers with all who sufter, who cares for Lue i^legrs-ty af all aroatluu, 
who desires the well-being of all people, and whose way is always Justice and 
peace. In that way, a religious sense of life fulfills its rightful political 

role.

communions’and with the historic African American churches, ihis could take 
as much as hours. We believe that such a meeting will be useful to pur
church and also will help to focus the issues of this fall’s campaign.
As General Secretary, I will be pleased to arrange for the attendance of the 
heads and other leaders of our 32 churches.

Th-Ln ic a crucial timA in the historv Qf our nation and one in which political 
leadere are asked to assume heavy burdens and great responsibilities. We are 
grateful for your commitment to the American people and for your willingness 
to offer your life and service to all of us.

(‘
Ge^ral Secretary
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NAnOKAL COUNCIL OF THE CHUBCUES OF CHRIST IN THE U.S.A.

Meaber Cuawunrgn

Etlwlu Otaudtt

Most Rev. John S- Swantek

Rev. James E. Andrews 
Rev. Dr. Charles Adams 

Bishop Andrew Harsanyi 
Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Newhall

African Methodist Episcopal Church
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 
American Baptist Churches

Rev. Nicholas C. Chun
Rev. Dr. Gordon Lawrence Sommers 
Rev. Dr. E. Edward Jones
Rev. Dr. Theodore J. Jemison
Most hev. Merropolitau Tlicvdus>lu» 
JLrcbbishop Makary

ftev. Tin. Edwin. 0. Mulder 
Rt. Rov. Bishop Christopher

Bishop Henry A. Belin
Bishop Ruben L. Speaks
Rev. Dr. Daniel Weiss

Antiochian Orthodox Christian ArchtJ-focefift Most Rev, Metropolitan
Philip Saliba

Etev. Dr. C. William Nichols
Bishop Caesar D. Coleman
Rev. Dr. Donald E. Miller
Fr. Gabriel H.A. Abdelsayed
Rt. Rev. Bishop Khaja< Barsamian
HI. Rev. Edmend L. Rmwninff

Rev. Richard H. Tafel, Jr.
Archbishop Mar Athanasius T Samuel
Most Rev R-nrinp VsevQlQd
Rev. Dr. Paul Sherry
Bishop Melvin G. Talbert

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 
Church of the Brethron
Coptic Orthodox Church in North America 
Diocese of the Armenian Church in America 
The Eplsoupd CLoTOn

1 cral Lutheran Church in America 
Friends United Meeting
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
North and South America 

Hungarian Reformed Church in America 
International Council of Community
ChnmhftR 

Korean Presbyttr-f fln Chnrrh in Aaerica 
Moravian Church in America 
National Baptist Convention of America 
NatlQQal Baptist Convention, USA, Inc. 
Orthodox Church in America
Patriarchal Parishes-Russian

Orthodox Church
Philadelphia Yoonxy Meeting/

Religious Society of Friends 
Polish National Catholic Church
of America

Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.
Progressive National Baptist

Convention. Inc.
Reformed Church in America.
Serbian Orthodox Church in the

U.S.A, and Canada
Swedenborgian Church
Syrian Orthodox Church of Antioch
Ukrainlxu Ovlln»» >a Chur Ah is. /jucriOO- 
United Church of Christ
Th A TTnif.ed Methodist Church

Rev. Dr. Herbert W. Chilstrom 
Harold Snuck
Most Rev. Archbishop lakovos
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National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA 

Officio> nf tht> 
General Seae�ary 

President George Bush 
The White House 
W��hini't.OU, �C 20�60

Dear Mr. President: 

Wo writa yn11 tn<'IAY to e��ss our profound hope that in the course of 
this presidential campaign you, the Republican party, ana mose who 
work for your re-election will appeal to an inclusive and plural 
America.. Our national heritage is enriched by the many fai tbs and 
tradition$ that i:;hApe and ;i..nform the values of individuals and 
£emilies. 

We believe it is contrary to the best of our pt'Oud nations: heritage

to appeal for support for one belief by degrading the beliefs and 
convictions of other religious faiths and ethical approaches. We know 
that any threat or act of intimideti.0:1 to one group is. fir.ally. an 1 

abridgement to the religious fr�om of us alJ.. 

We believe that all re�\ i:Ocludi.:lg ?Ol.::.tical and public life, come
Ll.l'ld<!r the judgomont of Goif'' WP hA1 iAVf: it ;is blasphemr to invoke the 
infinite and holy Gou l.o a.ss�e the mor3l e:upe:-iority nf' nne peop;l.e 
over another, or one political pa:-ty over another. As our Pledge of 
Alle�1:W�� � iL�b. w� a:-e ooc notion. Lmd�r rinn " nnt "ove�" Gc;>d or 
in any otller -..ay o .. '1ling God. Any partisan use of God's name tends to 
breed intolerance and eo divide. Raeber than affirming a coCUilon 
T"t-\'ve-!L'1:::.U.\,ot:, .. ..:.tr. room. fov o·:o:,y �,mt Pnn P,\·Rn n. sbe i�f' it SUfn;ests 
religious conformity and leads to religious arrogance. 

In political seasons, especially now, we need to be very clecC' that 
Voa oelongs cu 11u vuc: ::..:..:!�. fo,:o \.IC bolior:o 1.o:a 1 hf> l nne rn Gn • In 
measuring partisan visions for our count::-y's life, credible religious 
connctions can find thei.r constructive place. Religious ccncems .-9r(:'

bes� fulfillod wb'"n 1,Y.1liti�P oo�itious re�lect the reali�y of a God 
who suffet'S with all who suffer. who cares for the integrity of all 
creation, who wills the we.Li-being of all �vr.,l-=:, and �hose ,.,·J'.l is 
always j\:St:ice and peace. Then, a =-eligious sense of life has filled 
its genuine political role. 

With respect we call upon you to support the full enf'ranchisement of 
all our nation's people and to clearly affirm chat ou= religious 
lrccdom urnJ �lu=1.li1r, h fnimcfational to 01•r nntional heritage. We
especial.ly deplore the suggestion that to be fully francll.:.sed one must 
not only � Clu:.i.stiar- h11r P.spoU!;e � oarticula"' 1mrl�rsta.'l,;1.ing of life 
in Chrisc. �e e..'Ulo�t yo� to uphold and honor me notion that those who 
ha1.e opinions at var_ance with yoi.. and your party oc. rtoral and ethical 
issues are :\O less faithful. 

We: appee..L co you not � ti !Jul.t.l, · ,"J'I 1 cwidid�t:o but a. on� whn hn l c1� the 
highest office in this great nation and is a symbol of the freedom for 
which it stands. 

47S Riverside Unve • ROOm UO • Nt:w Yv.l. NY 10115 0050 • 212,870•2)41 • Fmr 21:Z.·W0-�17 
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We bring these deep concerns to yovr es:c.L�Uu.u. k.....!a..i.,6 we. feo.l' fo:i, tho 
erosion of the rellpous freedom our nation's founders made central to 
our common life. We also take this opportutu.ty t:o assure yuu v!' uw..· 

prayers as you carry out the awesome duties of your office. 
/ 

y ' 

the cbes of Christ in the U.S.A. 

Di·. Ch les Adams, President, ProiI-'85sive National Baptist Convention 
Di.ohop Vinton AAaar1iion, Afr1n111 'if,--l,l11nl�;-,L. 0.:-�.;�-p� Ckuroh, 

President, World Council of Churches 
Most Rev. Edmond Brownin�. Presiding Bishop, The Episcopal Church 
The Rev. Douglas Fromm, Ecumenical Officer, Reformed Church in Ame.r;i.ca 
Dr. Maxine Garrett, The Morarlan Church 
The Rev. Richard Hamm, Regional Mi.nist:f>.r, Tennessee. Ch.1.•:i.s tian Church/ 

Disciples of Christ

Th� R�v. M�� Cl,a.,..l�� Jo�u, Nntiona.l i�ptict Conu�ntinn nf Am�rir.� 
I 

The Rev. Lewis Lances ter ,' Ecumenical Of'f'icer. Presbyterian Cht:.rch USA 
The Rev. John Lindner, Ec\'.hnenical Officer, Presbyterian Church USA 
Toe Very Rev. Leonid Kishkovsk)·, Past President, National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the USA 
Dr. Janice Love, The United Methodist Church 
The ft�v. DJ.·. Dv11cJ.J M.ille:-. Ce.ncrol SoOl:'Ot:iry. Church nf t'"iP 9r-Pt,hrPJ1 
The Rev. Dr. Albert M. Pennybacker. Christian. Church/Disciples of 

Christ, Lexington Seminary 
The Rev. Tyrone Pitts, General. Secretary, Progressive National Baptist 

Convention, Inc. 
The Rev. Dr. Syngman Rhee, President, National Council of the Churches 

of Christ in the USA 
The Rev. Bruce Robbins, Ecumenical Officer, The United Methodist 

Church 
The Rev. Dr. Paul Sherry, President, United Church of Christ 
Bishop Rvben L. Speaks, Senior Bishop, African Methodist episcopal 

Zion Church 
Bishop Melvin G. Talbert:, Secretary, Council of Bishops, The United 

Methodist Church 
The R1:::v. OJ.·. EU6�·,� lfurnet-, ERcouti,.10 DiI'ector. NorthPr1c;t :=iynnil, 

Presbyterian Church USA 
1ne tlev. Angel.!qu� Wu.1.lu::iJ.·-:J....;. t..h., Eeume.M.oal Of!'ioor,. National RA[lt"i c;t;

Convention USA, Inc. 
The f<ev. Dr. !>aniel E. Wt:,.i,:,�, General £.ecretc.ry, American Baptist 

Churches 1n the USA 
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Using God as a Cudgel

olflliti, support froin on high. Bui it clanltB with 
sanctimony whon Iha Ropnb leans Insist tn exclti- 5 'D
slve alignment wlili tho Almighty,
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Invoke the Inflnlk and Italy God to assert the moral 
superiority of one people over another, or one 
political party owr nnolhcr. As tnn Pledge of 
Alipglnncc affirms, we are '(-no nalltm, under God.' 
Not ‘owr’ God or ■ any olhe1' way owning God, Any 
partisan use of GjzTs name lends to breed intoler­
ance and to divide,"

Meanwhile, Mr. Robertson grows ever more 
hyperbolic.. Last wenl< ho urged lowans to defeat an 
equal rights mnevlinonl In November because It 
represents "a sodallst, nntl-famlly polhlenl move­
ment Ihnl eneomngns women to leave their hus­
bands, kill their dilldrcn, pinctlco wilchiraft, de­
stroy caphallsm end become lesbians."

Ji’s hart! lo lake such rw-nsense seritursly. The 
G.O.P.'s effor: to I arncas Ged io Its political pur­
poses Is anolhnr nt it ter. Foo ball conches, political 
parties and even Presidents routinely seek, or
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President Rush’s attempt to port ay the Re- 
psbllcnns as holler than lhe Deniocrrls has now 
drawn lhe rebuke it deserves from t »e Nolionai 
Council of Chinches. In a letter to lhe Wdte House, 
lite Cuuncil asserts that invoking God s name for 
jrolllk'nl purposes is blasphemous.

11 io Council's words are timely, Mr, Bush 
would do well to heed them — and rein in his 
pihticnl confederates as well, Includinglhe increas- 
In’d.v shrill Pal Robertson,

Al the Republican Convention in llouston, only 
Mn rognies like Mr. Robertson ttlid Pair ck Buchnn- 
ar used Ged as a cudgol. Thon Mr, Bushcrosscd the 
lire, publicly questioning tho beliefs cf his irppo- 
nojts recausn, he so id, lhe word "God’' does not 
npponr In the Gemocratic plaliorm.

I The Council's letter was signed by two dozen 
pmmhient members of lhe clergy, Inclw Ing Presid­
ing bishop Edmond Browning, the load of the 
fi>iscnpa] Church, Mr. Bush's denomination.

It reads In part: "Wo believe it is blasphomy to
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John Frohnmayer, September 8, 1992, Op-Ed

Republican National Committee office, thinking, since it was 

maiden name in a separate call, thinking perhaps that 1

request to learn that, no, they were to be mailed out next

week, I gave my name and address. I also gave my wife s 

fli'S

PHONE NO. : 202 546 2962

A-tThl-

Not since my Green Hornet decoder ring arrived in the 

mail forty years ago have I greeted a package with such 

anticipation. I watched the Republican Convention with 

disbelief, wondering whether any semblance of generosity, 

intellectual rigor, or even the ability to distinguish truth from 

fantasy was left in the Republican Party The printed

Platform would help me answer that question, but alas, it 

was not an easy document to obtain. I first called the

PROM : JOHN E. FROHNMPYER

U *

might not be, in their eyes, a welcome recipient. My wife's 

copy arrived today.
It is a document wus thy of the convention which 

spawned it-a dismal and bloodless exercise in name calling 

and blame shifting. But most dismaying to those of us who 

would like to feel a part of the Republican Party, it is a 

juxtaposition of patriotic rhetoric on the one hand and utter 

contempt for our constitution on the other. Consider these 

seven examples
The First Amendment says: "Congress shall make no 

law respecting an establishment of religion ...,M The

only blocks away, I could drop by and pick up a copy. No, it 

was being printed. I called back a day later with the same 
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they consider blasphemous others of equal faith interpret

differently. Both the free exercise clause and the

platform, and thus Republican politics, is hardly isolated. The

President excoriated the Democratic Party for not including

God in its platform. Prayer in schools (p. 10) and aid to 

parochial schools (promoted as school choice) (pp. 7,3,9) restate 

the same theme in the Republican Platform. Aside fi orn the 

Constitutional invasion (a significant aside, indeed) this 

surrender of politics to religion tails on three other levels as 

well:

establishment clause of the First Amendment prohibit such 

laws. To punish a blasphemer, one must first define the 

religious dogma which the law will protect. Obviously that 

cannot be done in fealty to the Constitution.

Third, the religious infiltration of the Republican

Republican Platform (p.3) says: "We believe our laws should 

reflect, what makes our Nation prosperous and wholesome: 

faith in God How could the First Amendment be more 

directly contradicted and rejected? Martin Mawyer, 

President of the Christian Action Network said. ' If I didn t 

know any better, I would assume the Platform was written 
by the religious right." Pat Robertson's group bragged that it 

controlled twenty-eight of the one hundred some delegates to 

the Platform committee It shows
Second, the Platform calls for control of blasphemy (in 

this case through the projects funded by the National

Endowment for the Arts) (p. 16) Leave aside that the art



P03FROM : JOHN E. FROHNMAYER PHONE NO. : 202 546 2962

3

good idea, just look around the world at where people Are 

are

a) It's not solid Christian theology, for afterall, 

Christ teaches to render unto Caesar that which is Caesar's 

and expects us to figure out what is temporal, (i.e political) 

and what is absolute (i.e. religious or spiritual)

b) hike the Pharisees denounced by Jesus, the 

Republican zealots would beat their breasts and pray in public 

(our schools, for example) extolling their virtues. Prayer, 1 

would submit, is between the individual and God done 

privately or within the community of like-minded believers.

killing each other and you will find governments who 

trying it.
Fourth, the Constitution, and particularly The Bill of 

Rights, protects the dissenter, the unpopular idea, and yes, 

the rights of the accused. Tire Republican Platform, a 

cleansed and starched ideal of monolithic family values, is as 
American as the Playboy centerfold airbrushed, stapled and 

sexless. Appreciation of freedom is a major theme, (i.e. pp. 3, 

57) but the Platform disclaims, in the same breath, divergent 

life Styles (p. 14), abortion (p. 10) and those "... waging 

guerrilla war against American Values." (p. 15). As Supreme 

Court Justice Robert H. Jackson said, "Freedom to differ is not 

limited to things that do not matter much. That would be a 

mere shadow of freedom. The test of its substance is the

Public prayer is a clanging cymbal devoid of spirituality and 

fraught with opportunities for intimidation

c) If you think unifying religion and politics is a
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Sixth, the Republicans' attempt to prohibit abortion 

constitutes such an absolute in their heirarr.hy of values, that

happened to free speech—the vigorous clash of ideas'?

Sullivan, the abortion counseling case, was used by a 

high ranking member of the administration s Justice

they don’t even want it mentioned in schools (n 10) What 

ever
Rubt vs

right to differ as to things that touch the heart of the existing 

order." When Republicans so surely "know" what is right and 

wrong (and that phrase appears repeatedly (i.e. pp. 7, 15), the 

rest of us, including those Republicans who are so thoroughly 

disenfranchised by this Platform, deserve to be uncomfortable

Fifth, the line item veto promoted by President Bush 

and restated in the Platform (p 40), is a direct attack on the 

doctrine of separation of powers A line item veto cedes 

legislative power to the executive, diminishing the checks and 

balances so carefully preserved by the Constitution

Department to justify government license to determine what 

books could be shelved in a federally supported library

Seventh, the platform cries that the legacy of liberalism 

has elevated criminal rights above victim rights (p 19). 

■‘Criminal rights"-’confi untation of one's accuser, a jury by 

one s peers, the right to representation, protection against 

self-mcnminalion—are not "criminal rights" at all, but rights 

of all citizens. Nobody is jfcr criminals, but intelligent people 

certainly are Av the Constitution and its guarantees against 

abuses by the government. I get no sense that ihtr

Republicans who wrote this Platform care in the least about 
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other words, the government shouldn't be able to preserve 

the environment (for all of us) if a landowner objects^ lhe 

Fifth Amendment doesn't say the government can't pursue 

the greater good. It only requires judicial process and 

payment if property is taken
Religious zealots did write this platform—zealots who 

have forgotten that the kingdom of God on earth is 

intellectual, not political Religion is allegiance to the 

unenforceable, a moral code that results from faith, not a 

morality that is crammed down our throats by the muscle of 

the Government. The framers of our Constitution under stood 

this distinction. The Republican Party has lost it entirely.

The Republican Platform is a grim reminder of this 

administration's willingness to accommodate, indeed, to

citizens’ rights when those citizens are accused by the 

government
I just can't resist two more howlers. Protection of 

private property rights is a hot topic which reappears at least 

four times in the Platform (pp. 29, 30, 49, 54, 56). Every 

rule that reduces the value of private property is what our 

Constitution calls a "taking,” it proclaims (p 29). Who says? 

What about zoning and comprehenseve land use planning7 

Those are just a couple of instances in which reduction of 

value or an owner's expectation of value—are not takings 

at all And the second howler: "Protection of

environmentally sensitive wetlands must not com? at the 

price of disparaging landowners' property rights, (p 49; In
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embrace the hard right. George Bush has bought this line 

completely, and if he wins, it will be his mandate This 

Platform sets out a choice for those of us who are moderate 

Republicans: support the Party or support the Constitution 

It's not a hard choice, and I will not vote Republican
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Office nf the 
Gener.al� 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in thP. lJSA 

September 1, 1992 

The Honor.-able WiJ.liam Clinton 

The Honorable Albel:-t Gore 
The Clinton-Gore Campaign 
Little Rock, Arkansas 

Dear Cm;,ernor Clinton and Sana tor GorP.: 

On behalf of the leaders of 32 Protestant and Orthodox churches that are 
members of the �ational Council of the Churches of Christ in the OSA, I 
am writing to request a meeting with you at a time and place of' your 
choosing. 

Toe church leade.r-s for whom I write ure the spiritual leaders of a 
combined total of 45 mi.lli.oo. Christians. They belie\'e that this nation 
i� i.n the llidst of a spiritual crisis. From w:i.at you ha.ve said during 
your campaign, it appears J:hat: you have reached this conclusion as ... e.u. 
i::illu -..1; wish to discuss ::hit.1. i..ccue topth9r with. you. WP. r-P.ques t a 
meeting with you both to hear your vision e.od your plans for" the future 
of thi.s nation. We are coo.vi.need that political and religious , eadel.'S 
must be partners 1.f this spiritual cr::is.i.s is to be addressed, We are 
eager to help you and the AJDetican people rediscover the vision of chose 
wbo made our country great. 

We stand ready to pley our appropriate role in the �vivcl. of our nation. 
Our membe:::-shi.p is in a position to play such a role for seve.i�al reasons. 
,nr.lucii..n£ ::he wide di.:re.c-sity that wP. P.!:l.C0111Pass, Toe �2 denominations 
that belong to t±e �atiooal Col.!D.cil of Churches include the six historic 
African American churches, those churches commonly refer-t'ed t.0 as 
ma.ill Line churche1:> , �� "pc::e1\..e J.....i: -=..b.�" ua nino Oi,tbodox. Clu:i �•'an 
bodies. The et.b.n.ic and ,geographical <ii:versi t:y cf our :ie!:lbe:.-sb..:.o is as 
diverse as our nation itself. We are a 11UJC of conservative �u -iberal, 
traditional and evangelical. We are yot.mg and old, 111ale and femaJ.e, rich 
and poor. 3epublican and De11:ocrat. We a..r-e mothers, :athers, 
5_.a.,.:i..iyar�b.!I, tco.chcoc, doc co�. pl nmhP...-.:;, Rr.tf>J'ltis ts. �deoers, 
unemployed, hoilleless. corporate presidents, union leaders, pastors and 
church leaders. 

\.-ie are Americans 1r.-ho believe deeply ill che vision of libe::-C-.f and justice 
for all laid before us by our !'ounders. Concer:i.ed about our nation, we 
pray for ';ht: --:.1• 1....re God in.tends :or: all JOd' s chilcL---en. V.any of us pray 
�vet'y week or th ?res.:.cent of th.., fini t.cd St.ates and ot:r.ers r..·ho carry 
c:.1. c �� . i h � ;·y. -\."i ���e.� :>f the mos::. powe!'ful nation in the 
1-or].a, ,. � i.nc:::-eas.:..O.gl.) e. .. are that the decis.:o!lS of oi.:r government 
deeply ;..r e• .. t:=1e l�·,£!s vi' m.il.l.J.ons across the g1obe--i.o.cluding the poor, 
children, ... rie i..:.l aod o--he.r oeop!e ;..rbo are st:-.. gglir.g to survive. 

-ti5 Rivt!rSide Drive • Room 880 • New 'Yorlc.- ··sy 10115--0050 • 212 • 870 • 2H, • Fax 212 • 870 • 2817 
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We claim no special status

STS; - Zee Tours. We believe that such a moeting will be useful f pur 
church Leaders and also will help to focus the issues of thus fall s campaugh- 
As General Secretary, I will be pleased to arrange for tne attendance of the

grateful for your commitment to

Respectfully yours.

Au S

i/Aev. Dr.) Joan Brown Campbell

which political 
We are

 .’is always justice and
of life fulfills its rightful political

S’Lsl.e heavy end g^st respousibmties.

grateful for your commitment to the American people and .or your 
to offer your life and service to all of us.

® 0.03

eHmvG iasiAt. «Q for Policy riat
who suffers with all who suffer, wno cares for Lh« xnUagrity on oroutiun

(Th£ /Rev.--  _ .
General Secretary

who desires the well-being of all people and whose way 
peace. In that way, a religious sense c? lifz

role.

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION

for the Christian people who ere part of the 
National Council of Churches. Rather, we believe that political issues are 
also moral and ethical issues and that religion is a source of moral and

we recognj.de uLo.l.

worshlp tnger.hf-.r and to :— . _
communions and with the historic African AmericaP churches.

,^1-11 <-« ’wy >unp. bnffi fnr enniifdi TilBfi tfl
allow for private conversations with the heads of

----- . mis could take

As  — .
heads and other leaders of our 32 churches.

— ■ crucial tim- in the historv of our nation and one in

the American people and for your
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Rev. James E. Andrews 
Rev. Dr. Charles Adams

Bishop Andrew Barsanyi 
Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Newhall

Rev. Dr. Edwin 0, M^ildar 
Rt. Rev. Bishop Christopher

Rev. Nicholas C. Chun
Rev. Dr. Gordon Lawrence Sommers
Rev. Dr. E. Edward Jones
Rev. Dr. Theodore J. Jemison
Most rtev. Merropoln. can Tliwdui>ln»
Archbishop Makary

Rev. Richard H. Tafel, Jr.
Archbishop Mar Athanasius Y Samuel
Most Rev Bishop Vsevolod
Rev. Dr. Paul Sherry
Bishop Melvin G. Talbert

African Methodist Episcopal Church
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 
American Baptist Churches
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese

Bishop Henry A. Belin
Bishop Ruben L. Speaks
Rev. Dr. Daniel Weiss
Most Rev. Metropolitan

Philip Saliba
Rev. Dr. C. William Nichols 
Bishop Caesar D. Coleman 
Rev. Dr. Donald E. Miller 
Fr. Gabriel H.A. Abdelsayed 
5t. Rev. Bishop Khajas Barsamian 
Rl. Rev Edmnrid T.. Rrawnincr 
Rev. Dr. Herbert W. Chilstrom 
Harold Snrack
Most Rev. Archbishop lakovos

Christian Church (DiscipLes of Christ) 
Christ-Ian Methodist Episcopal Church 
Church of the Brethren
Coptic Orthodox Church in North America 
Diocese of the Armenian Church in America 
The Episcopal CLuTCh
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Friends United Meeting
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of

North and South America
Hungarian Reformed Church in America 
International Council of Community

Chnrr.hfts _ <
Koroan Presbyter* pn Church in Afflfirita 
Moravian Church in America
National Baptist Convention of America 
Natioaal B^otist Convention, USA, Inc. 
Orthodox Church in America
Patriarchal Parishes-Russian

Orthodox Church
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August 8, 1994 

TO: Leon Panetta 
George Stephanopoulos 
Harold Ickes 
Phil Lader 
Alexis Herman 

FROM: Bill Galston ,14 

Joel Klein 
Mark Gearan 
Maggie Williams 
Melanne Verveer 1 ' Cf<,!> 

Linda Lader 

SUBJ: Administration Relations with Religious Communities 

Introduction 

In recent weeks, the President has reviewed and approved two 
memoranda on relations between the administration and religious 
communities. I attach copies for reference. 

Pursuant to these memoranda, I was directed to develop a themes 
and issues strategy as part of a comprehensive approach to 
religious issues. I began by asking the cabinet department 
chiefs of staff to report to us on religious issues and 
activities within their respective jurisdictions. 

This inventory is now complete, and the results are significant. 
I have summarized them in the two attached documents--"Relations 
with Faith Communities: Positive Developments" and "Relations 
with Faith Communities: Current and Potential Problem Areas." 
Each of these documents is supported by selected memoranda from 
cabinets and agencies. 

Key issues 

With regard to issues, these materials suggest the following 
conclusions: 

1. Modern government rubs up against religious beliefs and
practices in a wide variety of ways. The majority of departments 
and agencies confront issues--legislative, regulatory, legal, and 
administrative--of significance to faith communities. 

2. For the most part, these concerns fall into two broad
categories: the free exercise of religion; and social issues, 
particularly abortion and gay rights. 

3. The President's commitment to free exercise is being
tested in two ways: in the interpretation and enforcement of the 
Religious Freedom Restoration Act, strongly backed by the entire 
religious coalition last year; and in the extension of free 
exercise to guarantee the rights of religious minorities such as 
Native Americans. 



4. While conflicts between the administration and religious
traditionalists on social issues cannot be fully resolved, they 
can be somewhat muted through careful issue management that 
respects the sensibilities of those with whom we differ. 

5. Conflicts between the administration and religious groups
are focused at least as much on cabinet departments and other 
agencies are they are on the White House and the President. The 
cabinet can and should play a leading role in anticipating, 
addressing, and resolving these problems. The President should 
not be left to shoulder the entire load. 

6. The departments with the heaviest issues responsibilities
are Justice and HHS. 

o Justice is on the front line in defining our response
to free exercise concerns, many of which raise legal and 
constitutional issues. Justice has formed a working group to 
explore questions raised by the Religious Freedom Restoration 
Act, and an early draft of a detailed memorandum has been 
produced. 

o HHS is principally responsible for shaping and
administering programs that affect abortion and sexual conduct. 
It would make sense for HHS to create a working group to monitor 
the full range of departmental activities--legislative, 
regulatory, legal, statements of senior officials--that impinge 
on religious communities. 

7. Each department should follow HUD's example in designating
a specific individual or office as the lead on issues of 
religious significance and on relations with religious groups. 

Broad themes 

With regard to broader themes, I do not have much to add to the 
memorandum of June 28. The critical points are these: 

1. The vast majority of Americans believe that we are in a
period of moral and spiritual decline that is diminishing the 
effectiveness of core institutions and the quality of our lives. 
Even as we reject the specific positions of the radical right, we 
must associate ourselves with these broad concerns of average 
Americans. 

2. We should be forthright and consistent in characterizing
faith communities as a key element of a more effective response 
to moral and spiritual decline. As the President said last year, 
freedom of religion need not and should not mean freedom from 
religion, and that principle extends to our public life. 

3. For the majority of believers in America, faith goes hand
in hand with toleration. We should systematically seize and 
defend the high ground of moral .and religious tolerance. 



4. We should return--with emphasis--to the themes that helped
the President build bridges to many believing Americans during 
the campaign: personal responsibility, strong families, 
neighborhood and community solidarity, and service to the nation. 
These themes should structure the way we talk about issues such 
as crime and welfare reform. 

5. Many faith communities see the federal government as
distant, unresponsive, and intrusive. During the campaign, the 
President talked about ending federal micromanagement and 
devolving responsibilities to states and localities wherever 
possible. He also emphasized the need for voluntary community 
action as a supplement to government, which cannot do it all. 
The administration has in fact made significant policy progress 
along these lines. But we never talk about it thematically, and 
we should. 

6. Much of the recent rise in religious traditionalism
represents a reaction to the sense that economic and social 
change is too rapid, perhaps even out of control. The rhetoric 
of "making change our friend" is a good beginning. But we need 
to go much farther--with themes and programs--to recognize, show 
sympathy for, and respond to--the anxiety about change that 
pervades so much of our country today. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

LEON PANETTA 

FROM: GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS 

PHIL LADER 

LINDA LADER 

BILL GALSTON 

JOEL KLEIN 

MARK GEARAN 

MIKE LUX 

1.1J,'ly 

TH£ PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
7/2 5

SUBJECT: RELATIONS WITH RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY 

To follow up on our last memorandum, a group of us met on July 18
to prepare further recommendations for action. 

First: A White House working group on religious issues will meet
weekly. This group will monitor issues of interest to religious 
communities and coordinate Presidential and Administration 
actions of special concern to these communities. This group will
include representatives from major White House departments. 

be authorized to monitor
policy decisions that 
to make clear to various
by Bill befor� final 

��cond: We believe Bill Galston should 
a,fy-to-day regulatory, legislative and 
affect religious communities. We need
departments that issues must be vetted
decisions are taken. 

�ird: Joel Klein will work with the Justice Department to 
establish a working group on the implementation of the Religious
Freedom Restoration Act. A Justice Department official from the
Civil Division will have responsibility for heading the group, 
which will include White House and other Cabinet representatives. 

Fourth: Our White House working group will prepare a 
comprehensive strategy memo -- White Paper -- on religious issues
for you to review during the August Break. This memorandum will 
cover three broad areas: 

1.) Themes/Policy (Galston) 
2.) Politics/Constituencies (Lux,Lader)
3.) Press/Communications (Gearan,Baer) 

Let us know if you have any additional thoughts or suggestions. 

'� �uu i& � � 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 28, 1994 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

BILL GALSTON 

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS 

ALEXIS HERMAN 

LINDA LADER 

RELATIONS WITH RELIGIOUS GROUPS 

94JUN28 AIO: 33 

In recent weeks, the relationship of religious groups with the 
Republicans and with your administration has become a focal-point 
of public discussion. The victories of Oliver North in Virginia 
and Allen Quist in Minnesota and events at the Texas Republican 
convention have triggered speculation about a "religious right" 
takeover of the Republican party. Meanwhile, continuing 
controversy over such issues as abortion, gay rights, and freedom 
of religious exercise and expression have led some religious 
conservatives to accuse your administration of being indifferent 
or even hostile to religion. Statements by administration 
officials and party spokesmen have proved to be flash-points. 
Just last week, eighty-seven Republican House members demanded 
that you force the resignation of Surgeon-General Elders, while 
all forty-four Republican Senators asked you to repudiate remarks 
by Rep. Vic Fazio critical of the "Christian radical right." 

The purpose of this memorandum is to place this controversy in a 
broader context and to suggest a strategic response that would 
reflect your long-held convictions, enhance the dignity of the 
presidency, and contribute to a more productive public dialogue. 

During your presidential campaign, you brought people together 
around an agenda that successfully integrated economic and moral 
concerns. �1oH, once again, you haye ao opportuRity to uni� 
0itizeos a£ goad will around care principles. Your 
administration and the Democratic party must seize the hig__h 
ground of our historic tolerance for Americans a£ many faiths-­
and of no faith. But there is a right way and a wrong way to 
oppose intolerance. We cannot allow our attack on extremism to 
become, or even to be perceived as, an attack on sincere 
religious conviction and on the participation of the faithful in 
our public life. We should not give our adversaries an opening 
to portray your administration as hostile to religion. While 
vigorously opposing bigotry cloaked in the language of piety, we 
need a sustainable longterm strategy for diminishing the sense of 
distance from your administration now experienced by many 
believers who are not extremists. This is an opportunity for 
presidential leadership--and statesmanship--that should not be 
missed. 



Background and context 

The current debate over the political role of conservative 
religious groups is framed by four large facts. 

1. Despite the predictions of generations of sociologists,
t es has no secularization. 
We remain wide mar in f a  1 
the industrial democracies, with levels of belief and observance 
five to ten times higher than in many European countries. 

2. Because so many American faiths were born in dissent from
orthodoxy and flight from persecution, and because our faith is 
so vigorously diverse, deep religious conviction in this countr¥ 
has typically gone hand-in-hand with an equally deep commitm�nt 
to religious toleration. In the long run, American religious and 
�olitical leaders pay a steep price when they cross the line 
dividing tolerance from intolerance. 

3. Most Americans believe that the moral foundation of our
society has eroded dangerously over the past generation. (When 
asked in a Newsweek poll earlier this �onth whether the United 
States is in a "moral and spiritual decline," 76 percent of 
respondents answered affirmatively.) For many, organized 

�

eligion rovides both a vo r cri · · · line 
n an institutional means of resisting it. Others who disagree 
ith the answers offered by religious conservatives believe that 
hey are at least addressing the right questions. Political 
eaders who are seen as insufficiently concerned about and 

responsive to this perception of social decay will increasingly 
be regarded as out of touch and irrelevant. 

4. Starting during the Carter administration, many
evangelical Protestants and moderate-to-conservative Catholics 
migrated to the Republican party. That trend is not likely to be !!reversed any time soon. In 1992, an unpopular Republican

"-J incumbent not particularly trusted by the right wing of his own 
party nonetheless managed to garner 62 percent of the vote among 
white born-again Christians. 

But the broader history of 1992 is instructive. The Republican 
convention crossed the line from traditional morality to 
intolerance, alarming moderates in both parties. At the same 
time, ted forthri h ·tions on a number of 

roversial social issues our cam ai n sent m or ant si�ls 
of your openness to faith communities. Your emphasis on e ee 
for the rebuilding of our society through increased personal 
responsibility and firmer faith as well as common action conveyed 
your vivid awareness of moral and social decline and helped 
diminish the intensity of opposition to your candidacy, even 
among those who supported your adversaries. In short, you

reached out to religious traditionalists in a way that enhanced 
the depth and legitimacy of your eventual victory. It is now 
time to renew and extend that endeavor. 



Reaching out to religious communities 

As part of a strategy for reaching out to religious communities, 
we recommend the following steps: 

1. You should review, revise, and sign the attached letter to
the Republicans Senators. 

2. Criticisms of specific statements and actions of specific
conservative religious leaders are of course appropriate and 
justified. But you should send clear signals to your appointees 
t statements that can be interpreted as · · 

e role of 

3. Last year's events such as breakfasts with religious
leaders proved highly effective in building bridges to their 
communities and generated much positive media coverage. You 

ho h dulin 
bas1s--at ]east ooce a �ontb, roace often if possible--and 
them with personal meetings and interviews with serected 

eligious media. 

4. You should continue to speak out frequently on issues such

(

as personal responsibility, teen pregnancy, parental duties, 
ervlce t · oo� character 

needed to sustain a decent societx, and the role of fait in o r
Qublic lif.e. Don Baer should be asked to formulate a plan for • 
building on the values-oriented speeches you delivered in May, 
and you should consider devoting a major address to the role of 
religion in public life. 

5. An informal White House working group has recently been
nrgaoized to rooojtoc legislative, regulatory, and judicial 

Uv(
activities of the administration of concetll to organized

� religion. Some more regular mechanism needs to be established to 
carry this work forward. Its principal purpose would be to 
anticipate and ward off potential problems rather than (as is so 
often the case right now) responding to them defensively after 
the fact. 

6. To the maximum extent possible, those responsible for
fashioning political tactics should act in coordination with your 
overall strategy. If we are not careful, shortterm "red meat" 
rhetoric could drown out the longterm approach we recommend. 

Conclusion 

Strong faith is an enduring strand of American life. But its 
intensity waxes and wanes in response to broad social conditions. 
In general, periods of rapid economic and sacjaJ change engender 
anxiety that can trigger upsurges of religious fervor. This was 
the case in the 1920s, and it is true today. We are living 



through a period of economic and social dislocation tbat many 
Americans are experiencing as confusing and alarming. Not 
�urprisingly. they are looking for sources of stability and 
security. 

For many, conservative faith communities are providing structures 
of meaning and human connection no longer r9liabJy available in · 

""'families, neighborhoods, and workplaces. we may not agree with 
much of what they are saying and doing°7 But we must publicly 
articulate the very real concerns to which they are pointing, and 
we must advance our own responses to them. Ceding this terrain 
to our adversaries in the name of shortterm tactical 
considerations would be a blunder of significant--perhaps 
historic--proportions. 




