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IN REPLY REFER TO

D22 (NCA-WHL)

JuL 1T

Mr. Gary Walters

Chief Usher

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Gary:

Thank you for your suggestions on participants for the charrette to
begin the Pennsylvania Avenue permanent design process. As
discussed at our meeting on June 20, we are seeking a small group
of the best minds in the country representing a wide variety of
design related professional fields.

Enclosed is a list of the suggestions we received from you and
others who attended the meeting. If you have any strong feelings
about those suggested, beyond the ones we have already received
from you, please contact Mr. Denis Galvin, Associate Director,
Professional Services at (202) 208-3264. We would appreciate
having your views by July 31.

Your involvement in this project is highly valued. I look forward
to our work together.

Sincerely,

Roger G. Kennedy, FAIA
Director

Enclosure



PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE DESIGN PROJECT
AL PARK SERVICE

Suggestions for Permanent Pennsylvania Avenue Design Charrette

During their meeting on June 20, 1994, members of the Executive Committee for
the Comprehensive Design Plan for the White House were asked to suggest
participants for a charrette which would begin the permanent Pennsylvania Avenue
design project. The following individuals have been suggested as of July 7, 1995:

Landscape Architects:

Diana Balmori
Landscape Architect
Balmori and Associates
New Haven, Connecticut

Joe Brown
President,

EDAW
San Francisco, California

Everett Fly
Landscape Architect
San Antonio, Texas

Carol Franklin

Landscape Architect
Andropogon Associates, Ltd.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Paul Freeberg
Landscape Architect
New York, New York



John Hall
Landscape Architect
LDR International
Columbia, Maryland

Doug Hayes
Landscape Architect
Arlington, Virginia

Lawrence Halprin

Landscape Architect

Lawrence Halprin and Assciates
San Francisco, California

Mark Johnson
Landscape Architect
Civitas

Denver, Colorado

Dan Kiley
Landscape Architect
Charlotte,Vermont

Debra Mitchell :
Landscape Architect

Johnson, Johnson and Roy
Washington, D.C.

Laurie Olin

Landscape Architect

Hanna Olin Landscape Architects
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Nicholas Quennell

Landscape Architect

Quennell Rothschild Associates
New York, New York



Herb Schaal, FASLA
Landscape Architect
EDAW

Fort Collins, Colorado

Hideo Sasaki

Landscape Architect
Sasaki Associates
Waterton, Massachusetts

John Simonds, FASLA
Landscape Architect
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

James Urban
Landscape Architect
Urban and Associates
Annapolis, Maryland

Morgan Wheelock
Landscape Architect

Morgan Wheelock Incorporated
Palm Beach, Florida

Architects:

Harold Adams, FAIA
Architect

RTKL Assciates, Inc.
Baltimore, Maryland

Charles Atherton, FAIA
Secretary

The Commission of Fine Arts
Washington D.C.



Robert Berkebile, FAIA

Architect

Berkebile Nelson Immenschuh McDowell, Inc. (BNIM)
Kansas City, Missouri

Walter Scott Blackburn, FAIA
Architect

Blackburn Associates
Indianapolis, Indiana

J. Max Bond, FAIA
Architect

Davis Brady and Associates
New York, New York

M.J. "Jay" Brodie, FAIA
Architect/City Planner
RTKL Associates, Inc.
Washington, D. C.

Jean Paul Carlhian, FAIA

Architect

Shepley, Bulfinch, Richardson and Abbott
Boston, Massachusettes

Warren Cox, FAIA
Architect

Hartman Cox Architects
Washington, D.C.

Joe Esherick, FAIA

Architect

Esherick Homsey Dodge and Davis
San Francisco, California

Pliny Fisk

Architect/Landscape Architect

Center for Maximum Potential Building Systems
Austin, Texas



Jan Frankina

Architect

Director of Design and Planning

Pennsylvania Avenue Development Corporation
Washington, D.C.

Joan Goody, FAIA

Architect and President
Goody, Clancy and Associates
Boston, Massachusetts

Harry Gordon

Architect

Burt Hill Kosar Rittleman Associates
Washington, D.C.

Hugh Hardy, FAIA
Architect/educator

Hardy Holzna Pfeiffer Associates
New York, New York

George Hartman, FAIA
Architect

Hartman Cox Architects
Washington, D.C.

George Homsey, FAIA

Architect

Esherick Homsey Dodge and Davis
San Francisco, California

Hugh Newell Jacobsen, FAIA
Architect
Washington, D.C.

Fay Jones, FAIA
Architect/Educator
Fayettesville, Arkansas



David Lee, FAIA
Architect/Urban Designer
Stull and Lee, Inc.
Boston, Massachusettes

Robert P. Madison, FAIA
Madison Architects
Cleveland, Ohio

Susan Maxman

Architect

Susan Maxman Architects
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

William McDonough
Architect
New York, New York

Cesar Pelli, FAIA

Architect/Urban Planner
Cesar Pelli and Assciates
New Haven, Connecticut

Harry G. Robinson, III, FAIA
Architect .
Dean, School of Architecture and Planning

Howard University
Washington, D.C.

Richard Shepard

Architect

Shepard Quraeshi Associates
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts

John H. Spencer, FAIA,ASLA

Chairman, Department of Architecture (retired)
Hampton University

Hampton, Virginia



Donald Stull, FAIA
Architect

Stull and Lee

Boston, Massachusetts

John Carl Warnecke, FAIA
Architect

John Carl Warnecke and Associates
San Francisco, California

William Warner

Architect

William Warner Architects
Exeter, Rhode Island

Harry Weese, FAIA
Architect

Harry Weese and Associates
Chicago, Illinois

Richard Weinstein

Professor of Architecture
School of Environmental Design
University of California

Urban Planners/Designers:

Maxine Griffith

Urban Designer

Member, New York City Planning Commission
New York, New York

William Hollingsworth Whyte
Urban Planner
New York, New York



Historical Architect

Dr. Richard Dozier
Historical Architect
Florida A & M

Historians

Daniel Boorstin

Librarian of Congress Emeritus
Library of Congress
Washington, D.C.

Simon Schama
Historian/Educator/Author
Department of History
Columbia University
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Vincent Scully

Architectural Historian
Humanities and Social Sciences
CALTECT

Pasadena, California

William Seale
Architectural Historian
Alexandria, Virginia

Lighting Designers:

Nancy Clanton

Lighting Engineer and President,
Clanton Engineering

Boulder, Colorado



William Lam
Architect/Lighting Designer
William Lam Inc.
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Christopher Ripman
Lighting Designer
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Sculptors:

Ed Dwight
Sculptor
Seattle, Washington

Jonathan Fairbanks
Sculptor
Boston, Massachusetts

Event Programmers:

Karin Bacon

Events Planner

Karin Bacon Events Inc.
New York, New York

Colleen Jennings-Roggensack
Executive Director, Special Events
Arizona State University

Tempe, Arizona



Others:

Ralph Appelbaum

Exhibit Designer and President
Ralph Appelbaum Associates
New York, New York

J. Carter Brown

Chairman

The Commission of Fine Arts
Washington, D.C.

Nash Castro
Consultant on Natural and Historic Management
Sutten, New York

Bernadette Cosart
Greening of Harlem Coalition

John Knott, Jr.

Chief Executive Officer
Dewees Island

Isle of Palm, South Carolina

Georges Jacquemart

Transportation planner and traffic engineer
BF&J Buckhurst Fish and Jacquemart, Inc.
New York, New York

Gail Lindsey
Design Harmony, Inc.
Raleigh, North Carolina

Amory Lovins
Engineer

Rock Mountain Institute
Snowmass, Colorado
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COMPREHENSIVE DESIGN PLAN FOR THE WHITE HOUSE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Executive Committee
Role and Function

The Executive Committee of the Comprehensive Design Plan for the White House is composed
of the leadership of those governmental stewardship and oversight agencies and federally
chartered organizations who have official responsibilities within the study area known as the
White House and President’s Park.

Executive Committee members work with the Director of the National Park Service in this
planning process to help develop and guide the Comprehensive Design Plan for the White
House. Each member brings the responsibilities, concerns and relevant expertise of their agency
to the project. Members of the Executive Committee help develop and carry out an
implementation strategy for the final plan.

Together the Executive Committee seeks to serve the presidency and the people through the
development of a Comprehensive Design Plan which ensures that the resources of the site are
protected while safe and efficient services are provided for those who live, work and visit there.

This planning process stems from the long range concerns of the stewardship and oversight
agencies about the ability of the area to accommodate present and future use. Planning began
in the spring of 1992 and a completed plan is expected by December, 1995. This project
involves opportunities for public review and comment at the issue identification, draft plan and
final plan stages.

The
Comprehensive
Design Plan
for the

@ White House
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COMPREHENSIVE DESIGN PLAN FOR THE WHITE HOUSE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Executive Committee

Chair:

Mr. Roger G. Kennedy
Director
National Park Service

Members:

Honorable Jodie Torkelson

Deputy Assistant to the President for
Management and Administration

The White House

Commander Christopher Schanze, P.E.

Special Programs Officer
White House Military Office

Mr. Gary Walters

Chief Usher

The Executive Residence
The White House

Ms. Leslie Maddin
Deputy to the Chief of Staff
and White House Liaison
U.S. Department of the Treasury

Mr. Richard Miller

Assistant Director

Office of Protective Operations
U.S. Secret Service

U.S. Department of the Treasury

Members

&)

The
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Design Plan
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Comprehensive Design Plan for the White House
Executive Committee Members
(continued)

Mr. James N. Barnard, Jr.

Deputy Assistant Regional
Administrator

Public Buildings Service

General Services Administration

Mr.- Albert G. Dobbins;- 11
Director
Office of Planning

District of Columbia

Mr. J. Carter Brown
Chairman
The Commission of Fine Arts

Mr. Reginald W. Griffith
Executive Director
National Capital Planning Commission

Ms. Cathryn Buford Slater
Chairman
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation

Mr. Richard A. Hauser
Chairman
Pennsylvania Avenue Development Corporation

Mr. Robert G. Stanton

Field Director, National Area Office
National Park Service

Summer, 1995

%
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COPY FOR YoOR
JOHN CARL WARNECKE FAIA INFORMATION

ARCHITECTS AND PLANNING CONSULTANTS
300 BROADWAY SUITE 16 SAN FRANCISCO CALIFORNIA 94133 TEL {415} 397-4200 FAX ({415) 397.4207

—
October 27, 1995 5 ,/”/3,/67;
g

James McDaniel

Associate Regional Director
National Park Service
White House Liaison

1100 Ohio Drive, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20242

Re: Park Department’s Temporary Plan

Dear Jinm,

After our July meeting and with all the enthusiasm you showed about
some of our previous drawings and work, I decided to go ahead and
complete our original design and adapt it to today’s security needs
as I now understand them. As you remember, I met with several
others and they all seemed most enthusiastic about this design

approach and philosophy of architecture I was advocating for this
project.

I was most pleased that your temporary plan carries out much of our
previous design work.

With this basic temporary plan in place, you will have an excellent
opportunity to test key elements of the plan and use it as a
working model to test various elements of the design and function
of this important project.

I’m lcoking fcrward to seeing ycu in the near future.

Sincerely,

n Carl Warnecke, FAIA
\/bb:297

cc: Roger G. Kennedy

EGEIVE
0CT 3 0 195

SAN FRANCISCO NEW YORK WASHINGTON

WHITE HOUSE LIAISON




JOHN CARL WARNECKE FAIA

ARCHITECTS AND PLANNING CONSULTANTS

300 BROADWAY SUITE 16 SAN FRANCISCO CALIFORNIA 94133 1o/ 415)397.4200 FAX (415] 397-4207

/
October 26, 1995 ﬂ/ﬂ /0/7

James McDaniel

Associate Regional Director
National Park Service

White House Liaison

1100 Ohio Drive, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20242

Dear Jinm,

As per my earlier August 3, 1995 letter to you and as a follow up
on this, I recently read you printed report asking for design
concepts from both design professionals and the general public. It
was excellently prepared and it was carried out in a most
professional manner.

With the problem of a design competition now overcome and your
plans for the Charette in place, you have taken a giant step
forward. Congratulations, and I am looking forward to the Charette
and the historic presentation you and Susan Spain have asked me to
make.

Sincerely,

n Carl Warnecke, FAIA

LEOEIVE
OCT 3 0 19%5

SAN FRANCISCO NEW YORK WASHINGTON

WHITE HOUSE LIAISON




Vi/ea/15 12:57 202 819 8353 WBL/NCR iZ 001

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WHITE HOUSE LIAISON FAX
1100 OHIO QRIVE. SW.

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20242
(202) 6196344  FAX (202) 6196353

DATE: 7-24-95
Debby Both
TO:
ADDRESS:" QEOB, Washington, UC 20500
ROOM: 100
PHONE: 456-6266 FAX: 456=6244
FROM: Jim McDaniel
SUBJECT:

As you requested in our meeting with the Chief of Staff, I have enclosed the latest schedule of
consultant meetings of Phase I of the Pennsylvania Avenue Design Project. Plcasc feel free to
participate in amy of these meetings as your schedule permits. You might want to check with
us prior to attending to be sure there have been no changes. (My assistant, Sanna Osbome,
would be able to help if I am not available.)

All our meetings take place at the White House Histrical Association, 740 Jaclson Place, N.-W.
(on Lafayette Square) If we can provide any additionsl information, please let us know.

TOTAL NUMBER OF PACES BEING SENT-
(INCLUDING COVER PAGE)



T202 619 8353

WHL ‘NCR @002

INTERIM DESIGN - PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE

Informal Advice Group

Status of Contacts as of July 24, 1995

Charles Atherton

Bob Berkebile, FATA

Walter Scott Blackburn, FAIA
J. Carter Brown

Warren Cox/George Hartman

Carol Franklin

Hugh Newell Jacobsen

Robert P. Madison, FATA

Laurie Olin

Dean Harry Robinson
John H. Spencer, FAIA, ASLA

Praf. Richard Weinstein

Morgan Wheelock

(revised as of 1:00 p.m.)

Meetng held July 18 al 10:00 a.m.

He telelphoned, but unable to confirm. Will speak again
on Friday, Inly 21

Meeling set for July 19 at 3:00 p.m.
Meeting held July 18 at 10:00 a.m.

Mzr. Cox will coordinate with Mr. Hartman. Both are
working on their schcdulcs. Mr. Cox to call back.

She returned the call, and is looking at her schedule. She
would like to bring an associate if she comes. Tentative
date is July 28 at 2:00 p.m.

Out of town until Thursday, July 20. Sanna working
with his office to schedule meeting.

Meeting scheduled for July 26 at 2 p.m. Asked for
travel arrangements to be handled.

Mr. Olin said he would very much like to help, but he
has a time problem for the next couple of weeks. He
plans to call Sanna after double checking his calendar.
Jim offered to meet with him at his office if that would
help. Second call placed. He is to return call when he is
back in his office.

Meeting scheduled for July 21 at 9:00 a.m.
Meeting scheduled for July 28 at 11 a.m.

Thinks he will be more effective on a later phase of the
plan - a charrett or plans on phase II

Meeting scheduled for July 27 at 2 p.m.






























Avenues of
Approach

CITYSCAPE, From F1

cratic and fair. Yet a competition is in-
herently chancy. The most qualified
talents often don't enter for fear of los-
ing or wasting time. And a lot depends
on the jury—there’s no certainty that
the most appropriate design will win,
Then you're stuck with the winner,
and all sorts of compliations ensue.

‘Most lmponant an open competi
tion encourages just the sort of hl@-
flying originality that is not wanted
here. Architects, lnds@pe architects
and artists are naturally enticed, and
often led astray, by the challenge of
starting over, of treating even hal-
lowed ground as a blank slate.

This is the opposite of what's need-
ed in front of the nation’s primary resi-
dence. Which brings to mind the other
mottoes for this endeavor. Let's take
them in order.

*‘Make haste, slowly. The president,
according to White House Chief of
Staff Leon Panetta has asked that a

He also requested that an “interim
beautification™—that is, a tidying of the
uply mess created by those Jersey bar-
ners—be in place by this September.
+'Leaving aside the short-term goal,
question is: Can it be dooe in 19
Only if everything weze to fall
pedectly into place. This s highly im-

probable—impassible, .if there's an”

campetition. (You have tp make
mls.mhhsbtlwmwnddyandal—
low campetitors a reasonahle time—
si; months, say—to enter. Then
chmes the judging, and then the man-
datoryfedenlandlomlm)
+'And should it be done in such a rush?
Pmbablymt.'l‘me,ymdontwantuus

project toget-lost i the—Washington
shuffle. Landscape architect Joseph
Brown has had plenty of experience
with the government design system;
vith colleagues at the national firm
EDAW, he designed the Signers’ Me-

morial in Constitution Gardens. He-

sgyshehas “an allergic reaction to tak-
ing longer in Washington, because Jon-
ger means maybe never, or it means
10 or 12 years.” But it's a mistake to
piish too hard. January 1997 may be a
politically compelling date, but in terms
of design, it's arbitrary.

*This should be kept in mmd espe-
aally by the White House, for today’s
dedsions will affect the city for genera-
tons, It's encouraging that responsibil-
ity has been tummed over to the Nation-
al Park Service. For one thing its
director, Roger Kennedy, is a design-
sénsitive bureaucrat. And for the past
three years, the Park Service has been
ladding a multi-agency study of the
White House area. This new mandate
fits right in—except for the extraordi-

nary time pressure: Kennedy was told
to come up with cost estimates and so

‘forth by mid-July.

Deaisions need to be made fast, but
not too fast. They must be the right
dedsions. Of course these are judg-
ment calls, and judgments will differ.
But the site itself offers strong guid-
ance—which is why we say: Remem-
ber the Avenue.

Two fundamentally different ap-
proaches to Pennsylvania Avenue
emerged immediately after the Trea-
sury Department closed the street on
May 20. Drawings released at the time

- showed the opposite treatments, One

(by Mark Bunnell) literally eliminated
the section of the avenue by extending
southward the trees and curving walk-
ways of Lafayette Square. The other

. (by John Carl Warnecke, who had ini-

tially proposed closing this section of
the avenue more than three decades
ago, during the Kennedy administra-
tion) showed a sort of residual boule-
vard, with fountains and formal plant-
ings in the middle.

Fortunately, there’s not much—if
any-—question about which is the right
way to go. Keeping the street, in some

form, must be the first prindple of any

gn

Why? Practical considerations, in the
first place. Reasanahle access must be
maintained for emergency vehicles.
The lanes also should be kept open for
buses, which represent a minimal secu-
rity threat. Allowing buses to pass
aloag the avenue would lighten traffic
on nearby etreets. And it would do
somet.hmg to enliven the place, to give
it a sense of ity life. Tour buses—ar,
:‘g Brown suggess, an “improved level

puhlic transpottatioo for tourists™—
would be able to make the front of the
thte House a regular stop. .

Then there is the inaugural parade.
lt’s a fine tradition to place the presi-

dential reviewing stand in front of the
White House. Should we then alter the
parade route and sneak by the back
door? Obviously not. The Clinton
White House, to its credit, favors the
traditional route.

Before there was a White House
there was, of course, a bold plan for
the capital city. In Pierre L'Enfant’s vi-
sion, the president’s lmansion and its
grounds were to be unified. In his con-
cept, there was no avenue between
15th and 17th streets NW, and there
was no separate Lafayette Square.

But even in the earliest days, says
Patrick O'Brien, a historian with the
Park Service, there very likely were
paths acoss the presidential grounds.
“People were living in Georgetown and
traveling to Capitol Hill and back,” he
notes. “This was a very large piece of
property, and they weren't always will-
ing to go around it.” By the early
1820s, there was an established right
of way, and the White House, the ave-
nue and the park began to take on
their separate identities.

This history of both consistency and
change could provide a philasophical
basis for a new, improved design.
James Urban, who created the new
plaza surrounding the Hirshhorn Muse-
um, paints out that historical layering
is the idea behind what might be called
a “pew humanism® in landscape archi-
tecture, Just as respansihle architects,
when designing a*baiiding: for a city,
take a dose Jook at everything around
its site, landscape architerts oow ana-
lyneasite’spastfotducstoi!snew
struchrre. Agam, it’s White House, av-
enue, park—separate but indivisble. :

Hence, the pext dom—Remmx—
ber the White House—might seem to-
tally’ unnecessary, except that even
very emart * sometimes farget
the obvious The talk of making the

new White House plaza into a meman-,

al is stark evidenee of this fa!h'bihty
The White House is the memorial, the
focus, of this site. Its centrality might
be subtly enhanced.in a new. design,
but it shouldn't be altercd If it ain"t
broke, don't fix it.

Remembering the city might seem
like a much-abused piety. These days,
when someone on the federal side
swears friendship for the District, wise
Washingtonians hold tightly to their
wallets and purses. But we should re-
peat the slogan like a mantra, because
the Pennsylvania Avenue closing has

unleashed a sort of separatist move-

ment on the part of the federal govern-
ment—every agency wants its own
wall, moat and drawbridge. In terms of

actual design, this motto stresses inte- |-

gration rather than segregation.

Landsape architect Brown offers a
final, optimistic, guideline: “It's an op-
portunity, not a problem.” This is true.
A fine new democratic space’can be
made in front of the president’s house.
And it won't be necessary to reinvent
the wheel to do it.


























































PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE AT THE WHITE HOUSE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
PARTICIPANT LIST

Facilitator

Harry G. Robinson, ITI, FAIA

The Robinson Group

Interim Vice President for
Academic Affairs

2400 6th Street, NW. Rm 320

Howard University

Washington, D.C. 20057

Ralph Appelbaum, Exhibits
Ralph Appelbaum Associates
133 Spring Street

New York, NY 10012

Daniel Bluestone

Director of Historic Preservation
226 Campbell Hall

University of Virginia
Charlottesville, VA 22903

David Childs, Architect
Skidmore, Ownings and Merrill
220 E 42nd St.

NY, NY 10017

Jonathan Fairbanks, Sculptor / Curator

Katharine Lane Weems Curator of
American Decorative and Sculpture

Boston Museum of Fine Arts

465 Huntington Avenue

Boston MA 02115

Hugh G. Hardy, Architect
Hardy, Holtzman Pfeiffer Assoc.
902 Broadway, 19th Floor

NY, NY 10010

7412 14th St. NW
Washington D.C. 20012



David Lee, Architect / City Planner
Stull and Lee, Architects

38 Chauncy St. #1100

Boston MA 02111

Roger G. Kennedy
Director

National Park Service
1849 C Street, NW.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Susan A. Maxman, Architect
Susan Maxman Assoc.

123 S 22nd St.

Philadelphia PA 16602

Laurie Olin, Landscape Architect
Hanna/Olin, Ltd.

421 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106

Martha Schwartz, Landscape Architect
Martha Schwartz, Inc.

167 Pemberton Street

Cambridge, MA 02140

W. Cecil Steward, Architect
University of Nebraska
Architectural Hall, Room 210
Lincoln, NE 68588-0106

Adele Chatfield Taylor, Director
American Academy in Rome

7 E 60th St.

NY, NY 10022-1001



Richard Weinstein, Architect

Graduate School of Architecture and Urban Planning
University of California, Los Angeles

405 Hilgard Avenue

LA, CA 90024

Morgan Wheelock, Landscape Architect

Morgan Wheelock, Inc.

362 Summer Street 235 Peruvian Avenue
Somerville, MA 02144 Palm Beach, FL 33480
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