


















































































































































peispectives and goals, Others noted the difficulty in maving forward in translating the ideas
presented at the conference into practice, such as:

Consider performance assessmcnt as an altemative o standandized tests

Exposc children living in poverty to high quality teaching—through. for cxample, distunce
learing

Reproduce successful supplementary education models through local community
implementation

Mobilizc support of heakh care and social services programs as providers of supplementary
education through private, individual, and corporate philanthropic resources

Involve organizations of people of color—NAACP, Urban League, Urban League, ASPIRA,
that have their own education programs to embrace and support the gencsis of supplemental
cducation

Recognize supplementary education as essential
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Parents’ RYSE

Rockland Youth Supplementary Education




OUR VIEW

Parents rise

Saturday
February 17, 1996
Rockiand
Journal-News

to the occasion

Reinforcement group welcome

,' ducator Edmund
Gordon helped
| organize
Rockand’s
contingent to the Million
Man March in Washington,
D.C,, last year, and now he’s
taking steps to bring to
reality some of the hopes of
those participants.

Gordon, a psychology
professor affiliated with the
City University of New
York, fellow educators Ken
and Cora Wilder and others
are volunteering time to
PARENTS RYSE
(Rockland Youth
Supplementary Education),
a program set to begin Feb.
24 with 41 studentsin the
fifth through eighth grades
inthe Nyack and East
Ramapo school districts.

The project is being
coordinated by The Conrad
Lynn Brigade for Social
Justice,a group formed by
Rockland’s Million Man
marchers and named after

thelate famed civil rights .
* lawyer. Planned curriculum
includeswriting
workshops, math seminars
and problem-solving
sessions at no charge. In
addition, parents are
meeting to talk about their
children’s education.

Gordon notes that the
primary goalis “to increase

the academic development
and achievement of these
children.” Excellent. Such
reinforcement is most
welcome and can only assist
teachers.

All Rockland school
districts have committees
consisting of parents and
educators, formed to
further dialogue and
cooperation. The work by
Gordon’s group should
complement those, if, as
surely intended, the
participants closely
communicate with the
schools, the primary source
ofthe children’s education.

Perhaps Gordon put his
finger on the purpose of the
group when he noted that
the role parents play in
their children’s education is
equal to that of the teacher.
Yes, the teacher’s greatest
helperis a concerned
parent who iswilling to
assist the learning process
withreinforcement and
courfeous questions about a
child’s progress.

Much success to
PARENTS RYSE.

FYI/Gelling
involved

Formore information,
call 354-5809.
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+ARENT EDUCATION: Ken Wilder leads a seminar on helping parents take a more active role in their children's education at the Martin Luther
“ing Jr. Center in Spring Valley. The seminar will be held once a month for the next six months.

\ew program teaches children and parents

sy John W. Barry
vt Writer

Edmund Gordon of Pomona
ontinues to ‘RYSE' to the chal-
«nge of helping his commu-
Ay,

Gordon, an organizer of
tockland’s contingent to the
lillion Man March last year,
s rounded up local partici-
unts to volunteer time to ‘PAR-
W'I'S RYSE' (Rockland Youth

ipplementary  Education), a

ouram designed to help par-
ats and their children get the
st out of school.

Every Saturday morning for
i next six months beginning
cb. 24, 4] students in the fifth
rough eighth grades from the
vack and East Raumapo school
‘tricts enrolled in RYSE will

- To parllclpate
":' \n‘-!- e plitiLes ;-_- 1'__'.c‘ "

" Formore lnformahop 2 0 /
about programs starting Iater
in the year, call 354-5808.

meet.

Gordon chose these districts
because he and an-associate as-
sisting himn with the project
have strong ties to these two
communities.

The program curriculum of-
fers writing workshops, math
seminars and problem-solving
sessions at no charge.

But the learning doesn’t stop
there.

Parents of these students

met for the first time last week
to talk about their children's ed-
ucation and will continue to
meet once a month for the next
six months.

Topics of discussion are
scheduled to include any educa-
tional concerns parents might
have and what their children
are learning during their Satur-

. day morning meetings. Parents

will also learn how public
schools operate and how to deal
with teachers and administra-
tors when problems arise.

Gordon, a psychology pro-
fessor affiliated with the City
University of New York and
City College of New York, said
the role parents play in their
child's education is equal to that
of the child’s teacher.

etting the most from school

“Our primary goal is to in-
crease the academic devel-
opment and achievement of
these children,” Gordon said.
“At the same time, we want to
better enable their parents to in-
fluence that process.”

The project is being coordi-
nated by The Conrad Lynn Bri-
gade for Social Justice, a group
formed by Rockland's Million
Man Marchers. Gordon, a friend
of the late civil rights lawyer for
whom the group is named, said
RYSE is one way to bring the
ideals championed at the Mil-
lion Man March back to Rock-
land.

Gordon made it clear,
though, that tamilies of all eth-
nic and religious backgrounds
may join RYSE.

Program facilitator Ken

RYSE continues B3




RYSE challenges parents, kids to get more from schoac!

RYSE
continued from B1

Wilder, who works for New York
State United Teachers, a labor
organization, said a major
problem facing parents today is
that some of them don’t feel
comfortable talking to educators.

‘‘Many parents feel
intimidated by the educational
system,” said Wilder, who along
with his wife, Rockland
Community College Dean of Arts
and Sciences Cora Wilder, will be
leading both the parent and
student groups.

“I want these parents to learn

to look at teachers, principals and
superintendents not only as a
natural partner but also as a
public servant. Some parents feel
these people are matriarchs and
patriarchs and find it difficult to
relate to them because they are
well-educated,” Wilder said.

One of those parents, Johnsie
Valdez of Nyack, said being a part
of her child’s education is very
important.

“As a parent, I'm concerned
about the education of my child
because it's a very important part
of her life,” said Valdez, whose
12-year-old daughter Omega
attends seventh grade at Nyack

B section

Monday
February 5, 1996
Rockland
Journal-News

‘As aparent, I'm
concerned about the
education of my child
because it’s a very
important part of her
life’

— Johnsie Valdez,
Nyack parent

Middle School. “I want to make
sure my child doesn’t read at a
second-grade level.”

Costs are being met by a

$50,000 grant secured for the
project by Gordon. Participants
are scheduled to meet at the
Martin Luther King Center in
Spring Valley and the Nyack
Center.

Fred Frelow, director of
curriculum for Nyack Schools,
said the goals of RYSE reflect a
recent trend in education giving
parents a larger role.

New York State recognized
the need for increased parental
involvement when it
implemented the Compact for
Learning in 1994, according to
Frelow. That edict called for the
creation of school committees

consisting of parents a
educators to tackle proble
facing local districts.

Frelow said all school distri
in Rockland have organized st
committees, which in Nya
Schools look into discipli
problems and curriculu
changes, among other issues.
said the work RYSE will be doi
should complement the Comp.
for Learning nicely.

“We've got alot of informati
about our students but we do
know everything about then
Frelow said. “This program w
help us find things out about c
students.”

-

Activist’s program

~emphasizes school

Edmund Gordon of Pomo-
nacontinues to ‘RYSE’ to the

chall_enge ofhelping his com-
munity. Gordon, an organizer
of Rockland’s contingent to
.the Million Man March last
Year, hasrounded up local par-
ltxcxpants tovolunteer time to
PARENTS RYSE' — Rock-
land Youth Supplementary
Education — 3 program de-
f}l}gr}edht.cl) c?elp parents and
€Il children get
bt L get the most out

¢ Story, B1



- News RYSEing -

Volume 1 Issue 1

May

Winning at the Parenting Game
a new book by Deloris Jordan

This is the first edition of the

News RYSEing newsletter that you will
receive on a monthly basis. The
newsletter will include interviews with
students and parents in the program,
student work from the Saturday
Academy, and stories of interest. This
month’s features will include the Stand
for Children March in Washington, stu-
dent work and a book review of “ Fam-
ily First: Winning the Parenting Game”
by Deloris Jordan, mother of the famous
Michael Jordan.

WINNING THE PARENTING GAME

“Parenting is never an easy job. It takes
commitment, dedication, and a lot of
hard work.” Deloris Jordan writes in
Family First: Winning the Parenting
Game” (Harper Collins, §18.) Below
are the principles she believes helped
her raise five well-adjusted children:

“BE THERE

There is no substitute for a parent’s
time. Make spending time with your
kids and being involved in their schools
a priority.

ACCEPT CHANGE

Parenting responsibilities change as
children grow older. The humbling
frustrating truth is that as much as you
eventually learn by experience, you can
never completely master parenthood be-
cause the job description keeps chang-

ing.

SHOW LOVE AND AFFECTION

It is not enough for us to love our chil-
dren...The bigger challenge is to make
sure they feel loved.

MAKE HOME A SAFE HAVEN

There is no way to win at the parenting
game without teamwork. Rely on teach-
ers, other parents, grandparents, doctors
and religious institutions to help.

GIVE YOUR CHILDREN LASTING
GIFTS OF CHARACTER

Concern for others, perseverance, in-
tegrity, confidence, moral values and
spiritual faith are among the priceless
gifts all parents should give their chil-
dren.”

(from the Rockland Journal News, May
14, 1996.)

VOICES FROM
THE SATURDAY
ACADEMY

It doesn’t matter what color you are, you
should always care for your children.
You can be in the rocky mountains, but
itis o.k. to still have your faith.

You can be anything you want to be, it
doesn’t matter what color you are, it
comes from the inside and the outside.
Middle Class

Lower class

It doesn’t matter

Class is a state of mind.

If we stay together our happiness can
sing for us.

We can teach each other

It doesn’t matter how we teach

As long as we are teaching

We all have different ways of doing
things.

Just because our skin is a different color
Does not mean we can’t be friends.
Please, Stop the Violence.

I don’t want to be punished because I
believe in different things.

Fokkokokkokkkkkokkkokkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

I am afraid to die

Cause I do not want people to cry

For no apparent reason.

When thou thy name is not right

You don’t come into the world just to
make friends.

You come into the world to learn.

a6 3k sk sk o o ol ol ol ol ol ol ol ol R ok ok sk ke ol ok ok ke sk ok ko ke ok e

Take a walk in the world

And you can be free

If you look real hard, you might even
see me.

People, families trying to make it.
Wild crowds, people screaming for what
I do not know.
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News RYSEing

STAND FOR CHILDREN JUNE 1

On Saturday, June 1, 1996 tens of thou-
sands of people of all ages will gather at
the Linclon Memorial in Washington,
D.C. to Stand for Children. This event,
initiated by the Children’s Defense
Fund, will be a day of family and com-
munity renewal, celebration and com-
mitment to children. Anyone who cares
about children will have an opportunity
to make that statement and ensure that
no child is left behind. The schedule of
the day is as follows:

9:00-12:00 Child, Youth and Family
Forum

Interactive information and demonstra-
tion area where some of the 2000 en-
dorsing organizations will distribute
materials, sponsor activities ( reading
circles and sing-a-longs)

9:00-noon and 3:00-7:00 Youth Stage

Young people host a musical speak out
demonstration. Teenagers and young
adults will use music and dance to voice
their concerns about the conditions for
children growing up in America.

Noon _Children’s March

Thousands of children- Girl Scouts and
Brownies, boys clubs, church choirs,
young people who have beat  the odds,
children with disabilities and Parents’
RYSE march to the Lincoln Memorial.

1:00- 3:00 Events

Interfaith service

Music expressing a commitment to chil-
dren

A moment when all Americans are
asked to Stand for Children

EN
SMND FOR Q\\\\“\\

June 1, 1996
Lincoln Memorial
Washington, DC

RYSE to D. C.

On Friday, May 31, at 6:30 a.m., par-
ents and students will leave for Wash-
ington. We will journey to Howard
University where we will tour the
school and spend the night in the dor-
mitories. On Saturday morning we will
participate in the Stand for Children.

Bring food for the bus ride, a sleeping
bag or bed roll, tooth brush, and a
towel. You may want to bring spending
money to buy souvenirs.

News RYSEing

Parents’ RYSE
3 Cooper Morris Drive
Pomona, New York 10970
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Rockland County Legislature’s Special Committee on Women's Issues
Harriet Cornell, Co-Chair
Ann O’Sullivan, Co-Chair

ROCKLAND’S YOUTH SPEAK UP

A report on local issues from the viewpoint of Rockland County youth
by the Child & Adolescent Issues Sub-Committee
with
the Rockland County Youth Council

June 3, 1997



THE LEGISLATURE OF ROCKLAND COUNTY

Allison-Parris County Office Building
11 New Hempstead Road
New City, New York 10956
Tel: (914) 638-5100
Fax: (914) 638-5675

HARRIET D. CORNELL ANN C. O'SULLIVAN
Co-Chair Co-Chair
Special Committee on Women's Issues Special Committee on Women's Issues
June 3, 1997

Dear Friends:

The Rockland County Legislature's Special Committee on Women's Issues is pleased to present a report
documenting a.three-year project of its Child and Adolescent Issues Subcommittee. The committee
recognized that young people needed to be involved in any process which involved identifying gaps in
services intended to benefit them. It was the young people of the Rockland County Youth Council, a
program of the Rockland County Youth Bureau, that became the heart of the project. With their
enthusiastic participation, we were able to involve almost 400 students in 11 schools in identifying concerns
and designing recommendations.

The ensuing report, based on Speak-Ups held in schools, gives a local perspective and validates national
research which identifies the critical importance of early adolescence in physical, intellectual, social,
emotional and moral development. It is apparent that few of us realize how difficult it is to be a young
person today. Societal changes involving the family, loss of time spent with parents, the availability of
drugs and alcohol create stresses unknown to earlier generations.

We concur with the groundbreaking report, 4 Matter of Time: Risk and Opportunity in the Non-School
Hours, issued in 1992 by the Camnegie Corporation of New York, which concluded that young people cannot
become mature adults without assistance. Those who receive family guidance, school encouragement and
community support develop into responsible members of society. Many young people, however, do not
have the necessary support system and are adrift.

Local, state and federal policies play a critical role in supporting or failing to support healthy adolescent
development. It is our hope that local government will provide the leadership, the coordination and the
necessary funding to improve delivery of comprehensive and integrated youth programs.

Very, truly yours,

//4«.;% Cro_ Lo Bidtiin

HARRIET CORNELL ANN O'SULLIVAN



Rockland County Legislature’s Special Committee on Women's Issues
Harriet Cornell, Co-Chair
Ann O’Sullivan, Co-Chair

ROCKLAND’S YOUTH SPEAK UP

A Report from the Child & Adolescent Issues Sub-Committee
with
the Rockland County Youth Council
June 3, 1997

BACKGROUND

The Sub-Committee on Child and Adolescent Issues was formed by the Committee
on Women's Issues on April 28, 1994, in order to identify gaps in services for
youth in Rockland County, and to seek initiatives focused on prevention, service
integration, and collaborative partnerships. Made up of representatives from the
community who were concerned with child and adolescent issues, the committee
undertook its task with the understanding that: (1) we needed to involve youth in
the process of identifying the gaps in services that were intended to benefit them; (2)
we needed the direct involvement of the schools in order to reach the youth; (3) we
wanted to focus on a very specific task that was both "do-able" and could contribute
new information. ;

We were joined by members of another Women's Issues subcommittee, the
Community Response to Violence from 1995 to 1996 who wanted to find out if
young people perceive violence as a serious concern In their lives.

In order to insure the greatest possible participation from both the schools and young
people, the committees chose to collaborate with the Rockland County Youth
Council.  Established in 1971 under the auspices of the Rockland County
Legislature, the Youth Council is a direct service program of the Rockland Youth
Bureau. The program is open to all public and private high school and college
students between the ages of 14 and 21, who are Rockland County residents. The
primary mission of the Youth Council is to empower Rockland County's young
people and create opportunities for their active involvement in the community.



YOUTH SPEAK-UPS

Both groups decided to pilot a program now known as “Speak-Ups", which would consist
~of a series of classroom forums in all eight school districts. The program would provide an
opportunity for young people to examine those issues that present problems to Rockland
youth and to articulate what they see as possible solutions. Youth Council members would
facilitate each forum using a questionnaire, role playing, and open discussion. The Youth
Council contracted with Cornell Cooperative Extension and the Mental Health Association
to conduct a series of facilitation and role playing training for 8-10 members of the Youth
Council during the winter of 1995, the spring of 1996, and the spring of 1997.

Four school districts agreed to participate in 1995; Speak-Ups were conducted in
Clarkstown South High School, Nyack High School, Suffern High School and Pomona
Junior High, involving 150 students. Youth Council member felt that using surveys and
role play were very effective ways to initiate discussion about issues and needs.
However, they reported that students seemed apathetic, expressing doubt that their
opinions would be taken seriously. Council members were eager to continue Speak-Ups
at all districts in order to get a countywide sample of students. They recommended
concentrating on 9th and 10th grades, keeping classes small and targeting health classes
for a heterogeneous group.

In 1996, at the request of the Committee a new group of Youth Council members
expanded the questionnaire to inquire about solutions to fix problems and to identify
factors which young people believe have the greatest effect in their lives. Speak-Ups
were conducted at Haverstraw Middle School and Pomona Junior High with 87
additional students completing the revised survey. While the experience with younger
students and the data gained were valuable, both Council and Committee members,
agreed that in the final year of the project we should return to high school students and
attempt to have all districts participate. In March 1997 a third group of Council
members conducted Speak-Ups in Pearl River, Nanuet, North Rockland, Spring Valley
and Clarkstown North high schools. 159 students participated. Only Tappan Zee High
School declined. Therefore views of TZ students are not represented in Speak-Up
results.



SURVEY RESULTS

Surveys (Attachment 1) were distributed to all students prior to or during Speak-Up
sessions. A total of 396 students completed them. Survey results for each of the project
years are included as Attachment 2.

The schools where Speak-Ups were conducted in each of the three years are listed below.
The top issues identified by students as “very serious” and the factors they rated as most
influential in their lives are summarized below:

Schools:

1995 1996 1997
Nyack High Haverstraw Middle Pearl River High
Clarkstown South Pomona Jr. High Nanuet High
Suffem HS North Rockland HS
Pomona Jr. High Clarkstown North HS

Spring Valley HS

Most Serious Issues (% of all students who rated issue very serious):

1995 - 1996 1997

Substance abuse 57% Racism 58% Lack of things to do 70%
Lack of things todo 57% Violence 54 % Substance abuse 55%
Competition: social, Family prob/divorce 54% Competition- social

academic, athletic 51% Lack of things to do 52% academic, athletic 59%
Stereotyping 47% Physical appearance 50% Physical appearance 49%
Teacher/parent Stereotyping 43% Teacher/parent

expectations 41% T/P expectations43 % expectations 47%

Positive Factors in Youth Life (% of all students who rated factor as having great

effect):
1996 1997
Family support 73% Family Support 66%
Parent communication  58% Parent communication 60%
Other adults 55%  Peer influence 56%
Peer influence 48%  Extracurricular act. 56%



MAJOR ISSUES

Substance Abuse

Substance Abuse was identified as one of the six top issues in every school, in all three
years of the survey. Five substances were identified: alcohol, pot, acid, cocaine and
tobacco. Alcohol was consistently identified as the most serious issue affecting teen life by
all the high school students. It was not, however, identified as the most serious issue by
students in the two junior high schools. For the younger students, alcohol abuse was rated
as less serious than issues such as violence, divorce and lack of things to do. One junior
high school, in the second year, identified pot as the most serious issue, but that was not
the case in the same school, in the third year.

Students commented frequently that drugs were easier to get than alcohol. “Substance
abuse is the cheapest fun”. They also tended to perceive the use of both drugs and alcohol
as not a problem, “use does not mean abuse”. “Pot is here but its not a problem - kids
can handle it”. However, they did state over and over again that when people have nothing
to do, they get high, and “we got into trouble because we were bored”. Parties with
alcohol are seen as the primary weekend activity. Some students commented that about
80% of the kids drink. Not just at parties but alone at home. There was concern
expressed that adults in the schools denied the extent of the problem.

Violence

Students rated violence as a serious issue in some of the schools, but not a serious issue in
others. The difference between schools was considerable. In one high school, 50% of the
respondents saw it as a serious issue, in another, 0%. Discussion during the Speak-Ups
sometimes indicated that the perception of an incident as violent seemed to decrease with
age, i.e. carrying a knife was "no big deal” in high school. The younger junior high
school students were consistently more concerned about violence as an issue than the older
high school students.

Students identified a connection between drugs and drinking and violence: ‘everyone here
knows someone who does drugs or drinks too much, it’s the root of a lot of violence”.
Violence was seen “worse in the Junior High - there they have gangs and stuff”. Also:
Conflict resolution - should start in the family or in the younger grades. It needs to be
taught by parents. Starting in high school is too late; “you’re not going to change our
opinion”. Other comments included, “instead of kicking kids out of school when they get
into fights, they should try to help them with their problems”. From one middle school
student: “fighting is a way of resolving problems. You have to save face, if challenged
you must fight”. From a high school student, “a lot of fights start over stupid things -
people talk about other people behind their backs and fights start. Rumors cause fights”.
In one high school no one admitted to feeling fear but all agreed that there is little sense of
security in school. Another student commented that, “in our community we feel safe but
when we’re hanging around strangers, you don’t know what to expect”.
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Lack of Things To Do in Rockland

Next to alcohol abuse, lack of things to do in Rockland consistently rated as one of the
most serious issues affecting teen life. This was true for both high school and junior high
school students, in all three years of the survey. Requests for organized spaces for teens,
basketball courts and teen run centers like the Back Door Cafe at the Nyack Center were
common in the Speak-Up discussion periods and comment sections. Some students rated
this issue as more serious than alcohol abuse in their districts. Others, where more
resources were available, rated it as a less serious issue. Between 33% and 42% of the
students rated involvement in community organizations or activities, religious
organizations, extra curricular activities, music, theater, and dance as having the "greatest
positive effect” on teen life.

Transportation was a major factor in accessing things to do. Activities sought included
basketball courts, roller rinks, and sports facilities. Students expressed dissatisfaction with
limited alternmatives: “Every Friday and Saturday nights it's Food Mart. It’s sad but
there’s no place to go”. “If you go to a parking lot the cops show up. We need to go to a
place without the authorities harassing us”. Teens also liked to be able to get outside of
their own towns. “I see the same people every weekend. We want a place where kids
from other schools go”. Affordable activities, that were easy to get to and supervised by
older teens, were suggested by all students.

Stereotyping and Racial Discrimination

Whether or not stereotyping and racial discrimination were seen as “very serious”
problems seems to depend more on geography than on the age of students. In some
communities, more than half of all students surveyed over the three years viewed these
issues as very serious, while in other areas they are seen as serious by only a few
students.

Comments arising during discussion periods reflected the divergence in viewpoints: “The
more you talk about it the more you notice it”. “ I don't think about it but one time I
went into the bathroom and there were signs like kill Jews . . “. “It’s not widespread;
it’s kind of contained”. “Teachers called me a wetback. I got school suspension because
I got mad when he said that”. “ No one cares because we don’t see it as a problem”.
“Racism is the biggest problem in this school”. "People are scared of gays™. “(There
are) a lot of stereotypes in school”.

Teacher and Parent Expectations

High expectations of students by teachers and parents alike was perceived as a serious
problem by more than 40% of students across all age groups in each of the three years.
























CHILD AND ADOLESCENT ISSUES SUBCOMMITTEE

Judy Savage, Co-Chair
Marianne McCamey

Joan Stuart, Co-Chair
Myma Hirsch

Phyllis Morena Ellen Jaffee
Ed Gonzalez Patti Smith
Mary Ellen Holtzman Jean Kelly

Sharon Hittman
Joan Levine
Maureen Short
Micki Leader
Padmini Balagopal
Elizabeth Vallone
Lydia Cotz

Laurie Fogelman*

Yaniyah Pearson
Sande Lefkowitz
Dennis Fleming
Joanne Goodman
Raymonde Lindor
Rosemarie Noonan
Maybelle Whittle
Sid Paul*

*co-chairpersons of Community Response to Violence Sub-Committee

ROCKLAND COUNTY YOUTH COUNCIL - 1995 SPEAK UP FACILITATORS

Michelle Dixon
Raffi Krikorian

‘Jennifer Tiitsman
David DeBonis
Gloria Bruzzano

Maria D’ Amore
Carmelle Pierre

ROCKLAND COUNTY YOUTH COUNCIL - 1996 SPEAK UP FACILITATORS

Ellen Chiekes Michelle Dixon

Gloria Bruzzano

Rachel Lerner
Michael DeBonis

ROCKLAND COUNTY YOUTH COUNCIL - 1997 SPEAK UP FACILITATORS

Nelson Castillo Michael DeBonis Christine Cuocolo
Angel Echevarria Alexander Jimenez Daniela Cambetas
Michelle Dixon Jensy Peralta Davis Torres

Special thanks must be given to Garrick Alexis, student intern at the Rockland County
Department of Social Services for compiling Speak-Up survey data and presenting the
results.
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1997 ROCKLAND COUNTY YOUTH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Karthik Bekal

Eric Borgman
Gloria Bruzzano
Francisco Caba
Nelson Castillo
Michael DeBonis
Angel Echevarria
Seth Ginsberg
Michelle James
Alexander Jimenez
Danny Kelleher
Michael Levin
Melissa Manne
Meghan McDonagh
Juan Ortiz

Lance Ramer
Lisandra Serrano
Betsaida Victora

Tameka Berbick
James Brief
David Burd
Daniela Cambetas
Christine Cuocolo
Michelle Dixon
Kenji Eurie
Meghan Holtzman
Sean Jamieson
Kevin Joseph
Rachael Lerner
Ariana Lopez

Jim McCafferty
Koffey Dawson
Jensy Peralta
Davis Torres
Jessica Wanamaker

PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS

Pomona Junior High School
Mr. David Brown, Principal
Ms. Ellen C. Jaffee

Ms. Jorie Sear

Ms. Sue Whyte

Clarkstown South High School
Mr. Gerald Bierker, Principal
Mr. Ken Glotzer

Nyack High School
Ms. Linda Green, Principal
Mr. David Ethe

Nanuet High School
Mr. John Burke, Principal
Ms. Barbara Stronczer

Haverstraw Middle School

Mr. Raymond Hagadorn, Principal
Ms. Louisa Kennard

Ms. Pat Baisley

Suffern High School
Mr. Jack Lorenz,Principal
Mr. Ron Gamma

Clarkstown North High School
Mr. Daniel Nicholson, Principal
Ms. Gail Mandel

Pearl River High School
Mr. Robert Nardella, Principal
Mr. Larry Ruderman

Spring Valley High School
Mr. Sydney Farber, Principal
Mr. Peter Talman

North Rockland High School
Mr. Dennis Hand, Principal
Ms. Caren Koslowksi






ISSUES AFFECTING TEEN LIFE

Please check those that describe you: -
__male/__female _ Caucasian _ Hispanic _ Asian __ African American __Haitian __Other

Arachment |

s this a serious problem facing teens in your school? If yves. how serious? Rank from 0-5 with 0= no problem, 1=not serious and

3=very serious

substance abuse 0 1 2 5 4 5
alcohol 0 1 2 5 4 5
pot 0 I 2 3 4 5
acid 0 | 2 5 4 5
cocaine 0 1 D 3 4 5
tobacco 0 I -1 5 < 5
serous financial difficulties 0 1 2 5 4 5
tesn pregnancy 0 ] 2 5 4 5
HIV/AIDS-Sexually mensmined disezses 0 | 2 5 4 5
discrimination’prejudics
gender discrimination 0 1 2 5 4 )
age discrimination 0 1 2 5 4 5
sexual preference 0 | 2 5 4 S
race 0 1 2 5 4 5
physical appearance 0 | k 3 4 5
religion 0 1 2 5 4 5
violence 0 l 2 5 < 5
gangs 0 1 2 &) 4 5
stereotyping 0 1 2 5 4 5
family problems 0 1 2 5 4 S
divorce 0 ] 2 5 4 S
parental neglect 0 1 2 5 4 S
emotional/verbal abuse 0 l 2 5 4 5
physical abuse 0 1 2 5 4 5
teacher/parent expectations 0 ] 2 5 4 5
competition: social/academic’athletic 0 l 2 5 4 5
depression/fezlings of loneliness 0 1 2 3 4 5
lack of things to do in Rockland 0 1 2 5 4 S
Other: 0 | 2 5 4 5
What do you like about living in Rockland?
Comments: -

Please rate these positive factors which vou have in your own life from 0 to 5, with 0 = no effect and 5 = greatest effect.

family support positive peer influence

good parent communication ____involvement in music, theater, dance, arts

other adults in your life ___involvement in school extracurricular activities
_____parent involvement in school ____involvement in community organizations or activities

parental monitoring ____involvementin a religious organization

parental discipline positive school climate

time at home

Survey conducted by Rockland Youth Council



Attachment 2

Youth Speakups - Spring 1995
Rockland County Youth Council

ISSUES AFFECTING TEEN LIFE - SURVEY RESULTS

Clarkstown South High School - 41
Nyack High School - 36

Pomona Jr. High School - 26
Suffem High School - 47

Total # of Respondents - 150

Survey Question: Not Serious Very Serious |
Is this a serious nroblem in vour school? #
' Substance Abuse:
Alcghol

Discrimination . ’ i ) O e i A )
Gender Discrimination 31 21% 33 22%

Lack of thmgs to do in Rockland 6 4% 85 i 57%

*Note: These percentages are based on the number of respondents who answered each question.
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EAST RAMAPO &

@ SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS (GRADES 10-12): RAMAPO « SPRING VALLEY @ JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS (GRADES 7-9): KAKIAT « POMONA
« CHESTNUT RIDGE @& INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS (GRADES 4-6): COLTON » ELDORADO « ELMWOOD « HILLCREST - LIME KILN
@ PRIMARY SCHOOLS (GRADES K-3): FLEETWOOD « GRANDVIEW « HEMPSTEAD « MARGETTS - SUMMIT PARK & Pre KINDERGARTEN

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS & JASON P. FRIEDMAN @& (914) 577-6011
INFORMATION OFFICER € BARRY GOLDBERG @& (914) 577-6035

]
FOR RELEASE: IMMEDIATE DATE: JUNE 12, 1998

EAST RAMAPO SCHOOLS ARE SITES FOR
FILMING FOR PARENT EMPOWERMENT PROGRAM

East Ramapo goes Hollywood? Not exactly, but if you think you've seen any profes-
sional-looking photographers shooting footage around the district recently, you have!

The filming is part of a project to develop a series of parent empowerment work-
shops. The target audience is families with children in grades 6-8 who are in main-
stream classes and who live in Spring Valley or Nyack.

Conceptualizing and developing the program have been Dr Edmund Gordon,
Professor Emeritus of the John M. Musser Endowed Chair and of African-American
Studies at Yale University; Johanna Gordon-McNeil, former director of Parents for
Rockland Youth Supplementary Education (RYSE); Dr. Susan Gordon, pediatrician and
East Ramapo Board trustee; and Patti Smith, project director.

The intent of this project is to strengthen the capacities of the families and par-
ents of minority middle school students in support of their academic and personal
development. It arises from Professor Gordon’s research and conclusions that activities
beyond school are needed to help low-status ethnic minority students succeed.

Set to begin in September, 1998, the program will include parent and family
workshops, student tutorials, family field trips, cottage meetings, guidance services, the
establishment of collaborative networks of support, and community service activities.

Co-sponsoring this project are several agencies, including East Ramapo, the
Martin Luther King, Jr., Multi-Purpose Center, Rockland Community College, and the
Nyack School District. Funding is provided by the Danforth Foundation and the East

Ramapo and Nvack Schooli Districts. . .
EAST RAMAPO — AN EXCELLENCE-IN-EDUCATION SCHOOL DISTRICT

105 South Madison Avenue ® Spring Valley, NY 10977



The “*RYSE To The Challenge” Video Series

Cicala Filmworks, a New York-based film & video production company, recently completed
"RYSE To The Challenge: Parents Supporting Student Success,” a three-part video series
that showcases how parents of color can improve the academic success of their middle school
children. The series employs lessons learned from Parents’ RYSE (The Rockland Youth
Supplementary Education Program), an initiative designed to empower parents of color, and
their children, in Rockland County, New York. The series is comprised of:

Video | — “Parents as Advocates” — which looks at how parents can improve the education of
their children by creating better relationships with teachers & school officials, and includes
sections on:

(a) The historically poor relationship between parents of color & schools
(b)What parent advocacy means

(<) The importance of parent workshops & support groups

(d) Expectations schools have of parents & parents should have of schools

Video Il —“Parents as Teachers” — which looks at how parents can‘t merely leave teaching to
teachers, but must learn to view themselves as educators & provide a broad range of
extracurricular activities for their youngsters. The video stresses the importance of:

(a) Visits to libraries & cultural centers

(b)Visits to colleges & exposure to college life

(<) Mentors & role models

(d)Recognizing different learning styles & finding tutors

Video Il —“Parents as Parents” — which looks at what parents can do in the home setting to
improve student success. The video highlights the importance of:

(a)Creating positive parent-child communication
(b)Creating a nurturing environment for study in the home
(<) Parent role-modeling

Each video runs 28-minutes, and include interviews with parents, teachers, principals, students,
Parents’ RYSE program facilitators, James McBride (author of The Color of Water), as well as
education experts such as Edmund W. Gordon, Ed.D. and Fred Frelow, Ph.D. A hands-on manual
to accompany the video series is currently being written, and will be ready for distribution in the
spring of 1999. For more information, or to order copies of the videos series, contact:

Cicala Filmworks
246 Fifth Ave, Suite 602
New York, New York 10001
Tel. 212.684.8665/Fax 212.684.8659
Email: cicala@mindspring.com

The “RYSE To The Challenge” series was made possible by a grant from The Danforth
Foundation, and was executive produced by Edmund W. Gordon, Ed.D. & Patti Smith.

* 246 fifth avenue « suite 602 « Nyc, Ny 10001 « tel. 212.684.8665 o fax. 212.684.8659 » cicala@mindspring.com e



Clinton Library Transfer Form

Case #, if applicable J|2013-0534-S Accession # ||

Collection/Record Group "CIinton Presidential Records Series/Staff Member "Melanne Verveer

Subgroup/Office of Origin  ||First Lady's Office Subseries "

Folder Title ][Parents' RYSE Rockland Youth Suppleme OA/ID Number "1_;722— Box Number "_—

Description
of Item(s)

Donor Information_]

2 videotapes both by Cicala Filmworks, Inc. RYSE to the Challenge Parents Supporting Student Success Video 2 - Parents as
Teachers (28 minutes) and Video 3 - Parents as Parents (28 minutes)

Last Name: "

First Name: " Middle Name: " MI

Affiliation: " Phone (Wk): | I Phone (Hm): I I

*:”Transferred to: “Other

City: “ State (or Country): Ir_—— Mr——

Transfer Point “During Processing ‘

|
=]

New Location " ]

| Other (pecify): | [17929 (due to misfile 5

Transferred by: "Jason Kaplan

Date of Tranfer I l 9/24/2014

Received by:

" Date of Receipt | |




Clinton Library Transfer Form

Case #, if applicable “2013-0534~S Accession # "
Collection/Record Group "CIinton Presidential Records Series/Staff Member ”Melanne Verveer
Subgroup/Office of Origin  |[First Lady's Office Subseries “

Folder Title |[Parents RYSE Rockland Youth Suppleme OA/ID Number ||17929 Box Number ||

Description | 2 Videotapes both by Cicala Filmworks, Inc. RYSE to the Challenge Parents Supporting Student Success Video 2 - Parents as
of Item(s)

Teachers (28 minutes) and Video 3 - Parents as Parents (28 minutes)

Donor Information l

Last Name: " First Name: " Middle Name: I[ -T_itll_"-__-

Affiliation: |[ Phone (Wk): | | Phone (Hm): | |
Street: I[ City: Il State (or Country): “ Zip: “

Transferred to: | ]AudioNi;uaI Department

F Transfer Point IrDuring Processing l
|

‘__ New Location —]i ‘

|
'i Other (Specify): ][

Transferred by: |[Jason Kaplan Date of Tranfer || 9/24/2014
Received by: | Date of Receipt | | A






