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PROPOSED GRANT-B8IGNING WITH
THE INTER-AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF HUMAN RIGHTS
(IIDH, Institute Interamericano de Derechos Humanos)
PANAMA, OCTOBER 9, 1997

The Inter-American Institute for Human Rights is an indepenient,
international, educational institution which works in Latin
America and the Caribbean "to promote and strengthen respect for
human rights and consolidate democracy through research,
education, training, political mediation, and technical
assistance..." It was created in 1980 under an agreement between
the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Republic of
Costa Rica, where its headquarters is located. The United States
Agency for International Development (USAID) was its first cdlcnor
and has remained among the major donors.

The next grant to IIDH is about to be signed. As discussed we
hope to sign this grant during the Conference. A key feature of
the new grant will be an expanded IIDH gender and human richts
activity. It will focus on regional grassroots organizaticns
which address human rights issues affecting women and help women ™\
get access to the legal support for those rights. The brozder
IIDH program includes a wide range of conferences, seminars,
publicatigns, and technical assistance to governments and 1 on-
governmental organizations on many aspects of human rights and
elections. The US$4.8 million grant will support this progran and
cora institutional costs during the period 1998-2000.

We propose holding the signing ceremony during the morning kireak
of 0ctobef 9th in a room adjacent to the conference proceeclings.
Both Mrs./Clinton and Mrs. Perez de Balladares would witne:is the
signing which will be executed by YIIDH's Executive Directo:: .Juan
Mendez and USAID's Assistant Administrator for the Latin Anerica
and the Caribbean Bureau, Mark L. Schneider.
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TALKING POINT8 FOR PANAMA CONFERENCE

We have come a long way since meeting in Miami in 1994, and
we must commend ourselves for all that we have accomplished.
I know that each one of you here today has taken an
important leadership role in advancing the status of women
in the Americas. You have worked toward the reduction of
maternal mortality in our hemisphere, toward the elimination
of measles and the advancement educational reform. And you
have gone on to rally support for the empowerment of women,
and it is on this last goal that I wish to focus my remarks
today.

The word "empowerment" I am told, does not translate well,
yet I am sure that each of us here in this room knows
something about its meaning. Empowerment means many things:
Empowerment means the right to participate in the political
and economic life of our countries; Empowerment means
protection from sexual and domestic violence; Empowerment
means access to justice when our rights as full citizens are
denied -- and education about those rights so that we know
we have them in the first place; and empowerment means that
we value ourselves enough, as human beings, to deserve such
rights to begin with. We ask nothing more than to be
treated as full citizens in our countries and we expect
nothing less.

During my travels as a First Lady, to Latin America and the
Caribbean and other areas of the world, many women have
taught me what this struggle means to them. In Costa Rica,
women have pushed through a law against domestic violence
and have worked to incorporate domestic abuse issues in
police training. 1In El Salvador, recent legislation has
overturned archaic laws mandating the acquittal of rapists
who agreed to marry their victims, and another law was
passed forcing politicians to prove they have paid up their
child support before running for office. In Guatemala, the
nation's highest court has recognized international law as a
precedent to overthrow national laws that treated women who
cheated on their spouses more harshly than men who did the
same.

And I am continuing to learn about this struggle. Here in
Panama, I am told, the Legislative assembly has reformed the
Family Code to better regulate such matters as alimony,
child support and child custody. And in Argentina the
National Legislature has passed a law establishing that
women must constitute 30 percent of a political party's
candidate list.

At the same time I have been able to reflect more keenly on
what this struggle means for women in my own country. I am
happy to say that all 50 states in the U.S. now have STOP

Violence Against Women plans, funded at least in part by the






can encourage our governments to pass legislation consistent
with the internatjonal conventions on violence against
women, where such legislation has not already been passed.
And_uhe;g_snch_lgg;sla;;gn_dggs exist, we must move on to

overnments
and NGOs to actlvelv traln nollce and 1ud1c1a1 pe;sonnel in

® The economic rights of women are similarly violated. Even

when le ran wome artlcular oor and
les e e ot aware of their lega
ith respect to propert nd

;nher;;anceL__Hg_gan_gnQQggggg NGO and government Qrograms
which actjvely work with women to educate them about their
legal rjghts in the workplace and the family, and about how
to seek redress or protection when those rights are
violated, We can encourage governments to establish
effective mechanisms to jnvestigate violations of the rights
of women in the workplace, in the family, or by any public
folc;al*_lggludlng_mechan1sms such as ombudspersons or

human rights commissions.

° And finally, we must recognize that the participation of
women in the political life of our countries, and
particularly their service as elected government officials,
has remained well below the potential, even as the legal
barriers to participation have diminished. (Italics above
are paraphrases of suggested language for conference
Declaration). We must recognize that we face a choice: to
lead or be left behind. 1In order to be full participants
and full beneficiaries of national development we must get

involved -- yet many women simply lack the skills and tools
to do so.
o "Implementing these rights must start with the education of

girls.” As Charlotte Bunch, a leading proponent for the
human rights of women, advises. “Their unequal access to
education is one of the most fundamental abridgements of
human rights and one that perpetuates their weakened
position, making them vulnerable to oppression and
ultimately to violence. 1In addition to the obvious benefits
of literacy and numeracy, education gives girls the
confidence to make the most of their abilities....[and]
Girls' education is the assured route to women's economic
empowerment. Earning money [likewise] elevates a woman's
self-esteem and her standing in her home and community”
(Bunch 1997:44-45). Education and earning power provide the
foundation for democratic growth._

o For ideas on how to proceed, we can look to many of the
innovative programs throughout the region. In Peru, for
example, the Congressional Women's Commission has formed a
coalition of progressive and conservative women who work
together in furthering a political agenda that is beneficial






UNCLASSIFIED
PARTNERSHIP FOR EDUCATION REVITALIZATION IN THE AMERICAS

In September 1996, USAID approved a cooperative agreement
allocating six million dollars to help establish the Partnership
for Educational Revitalization in the Americas. The Partnership
(in Spanish, Programa para la Promocion de la Reforma Educativa
en la America Latina y el Caribe, PREAL) is implemented through a
Secretariat at the Inter-American Dialogue, a Washington-based
NGO dedicated to promoting hemispheric cooperation. Drawing on a
diverse membership of institutions, networks, and individuals
throughout the Americas, the Partnership's objectives center on
improving finance, quality, equity, and decentralization of
public primary education.

Recently, the Partnership collaborated with the Ministry of
Education in Colombia to hold a regionwide conference on
education finance. It is also working with the Chilean Ministry
of Education to organize a MERCOSUR workshop on educational
statistics, to be held in Santiago, Chile, in late 1997. Also in
Chile, the Partnership is developing joint activities with the
UNESCO regional education office, and will co-sponsor, with the
Chilean NGO PARTICIPA, a conference on "Education, Democracy and
Sustainable Development in the Framework of the Second Summit of
the Americas". Other Summit-related activities include follow-up
on progress by various countries on the education initiatives
from the Miami Summit and planning of meetings to be held in
Washington and Santiago on the theme of education and trade. The
Partnership is also working with business groups in a number of
countries to increase business leaders' involvement in education.

The Partnership's biggest challenge is to sustain the current
unprecedented level of attention to educational reform among top
policy makers in the region. Moreover, policy debate must be
transformed into concrete programs with visible and measurable
results. To be successful, improving finance of public primary
schooling, decentralization and increased community participation
in school management, the application of national standards and
achievement testing, ensuring equity of rural and indigenous
students with their urban counterparts, and other education
reforms will need support from national governments as well as
local advocacy organizations and the private sector.

Because of its high profile in top policy circles, the
Partnership can play a vital role in keeping up the pace of
education reform throughout the region. Progress is by no means
assured and much remains to be done. The political moment,
moreover, is conducive to education reform. The proposed
bilateral US-Brazil Partnership for Education will stimulate
greater cooperation between the two countries in that area, and
education is a major topic at the upcoming Santiago Summit.

UNCIASSIFIED






UNCLASSIFIED

TIN ERICA: EASLES E N

The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), with support from
USAID's Bureau for Latin America and the Caribbean, assists
countries to implement an immunization program which includes the
elimination of the measles virus from the Western Hemisphere by
the year 2000. The vaccination strategies recommended by PAHO in
the Americas are being considered by several countries in Africa
and Asia, where measles continues to be a considerable health
burden.

Measles transmission has been interrupted in major
portions of the Americas. In 1996, twenty-seven
countries in the Americas reported zero cases of
measles - this includes all countries in Central
America and the Caribbean.

Substantial progress has been made towards achieving
the goal of measles elimination in the Americas.
During 1996, there were only 2,109 confirmed cases of
measles, a record low in the region and a 67% decrease
from 1995 when there were 6,489 cases.

In the eight countries where USAID provides support to the
vaccination program, the number of cases of measles was
reduced from 2,997 in 1994 to only 160 in 1996, a dramatic
95% reduction.

However, in 1997, there was an increase in circulation
of the measles virus. This started with an outbreak in
Sao Paulo, Brazil (4,000 confirmed cases) which then
spread to Paraguay, Chile and Peru including four
importations to the U.S. This illustrates the
importance and need for continued partnership
development and coordination to implement the
strategies for elimination of measles from the region.

The diversity of organizations, in both the private and
public sectors, which are now involved in supporting
the measles elimination program requires heightened
collaboration and coordination. This may be through
new or existing mechanisms such as the National Inter-
agency Coordinating Committees.

UNCLASSIFIED
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A28 | CONFERE#QCE OF WIVES OF HEADS OF STATEg
AND GOVERNMENT OF THE AMERICAS '

PANAMA DECLARATION
|

| (
We, the First Ladies of the A\meticas and the dgsignated
representatives | on  behalf of thel Govemme; s of

githered in Pandma from U .1997, to atend the
VII Conference pf Wives of Heads of State and Govetnment of
the Ameticas, unider the motto "Let us Build the Future of the
Americas with an Rights and a Cultun‘F of Peace", to evaluate
pmitment to address

of all sectors of clety. | .

2.V7e firmly bcli&x that the pmm tion of and respect i-‘or human

rights, the a ent of equity, dad the Stxengthcnmg of values
gach as solidarity, tolerance, culture of peace, diversity, and
n:spect for plugalism and self-determination, are fundamental

conditions for the development and integration of a community
cf nations.

3.V7e recognize that thete arc certain segments of our populations

tiat are highly |vulnerable to the adverse impact of poverty,
unemployment |and social disintegration. Among these are
children, youth,| tural and urban women, the elderly and the
disabled, who ti{uite programs and policies to cpable them to
f 1)y patticipate in and benefit from development.
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8 Ve value the work done in the countries of the ooanent
rc yarding the promotion of campaigns to protegt children from
m2asles and other preventable diseases that 'endanger their )
inegral development. We also reiterate our commitmgnt to

¢ ntinue outr assistance toward this effort.

(

| ;
9. We continue to He deeply concerned about the persistent inequity
ard poverty of rjural women in the Ameticas. As a ptority, this

requires the d of expeditions actons that strongly intcgrate
roral women in gommercial and productive activities, and ye ate
will

ccmfident that intetnational, regional and pﬂ:ivate instituti
recognize their responsibility to provide accss to technical and
financial supportifor this effort. 1

that the foltmative process of children and
de the development of kngwletige, skills and 2
ility to care for their heplth in an integrated
guarantee and promote theit rights and oster
ce, non-diéctimination, géader equity and the

101 is necessaty
adolescents incl

tesolution of |conflicts trough dizlogne, communication,
I cgotiation and fnutual respect.
w
\

11.\Ve commit owur
labour-- specially
hird labour, and
a1d developmer
d:claration of an
Labout.

12.We acknowledg
necessary measy
Ilights of the
ttafficking of ¢l

efforts to contribute to the etadication of child
r the most unbearable ways of labour, such as
prostitudon— which nndemines the education
t of boys and gitls. Hence the request the
International Year for the Eradication of Child

¢ the urgency for all countties to adopt the
res to fully comply with the Convention on the
Child, and to addtess the elimination of the
nildren's organs and of child pomography and







N

10 WY/ 1OHD) L14-vv JLVRL. & .

Tuesday, C

e Vi

AGENDA

(Provisional, up to September 9%)

)ctober 7™

Arrival of Del

Wednesda

soations - Registration in Atlapa

v. October 8™

Inauguration.

Inaugural Co;
Rebeca Gy

Coffee Break

Fresident and First Lady

1ference
wan-Vicepresident of Costa Rica

Fresentation qf the Pro-Tempore Secretariat's Report

H.E Dora Bold de Pérez Balladares
First Lady oﬁ?’anama

Presentation of two Projects:
1. Rural Woran - IICA

2. Education |
UNESCO -

Inauguration

for Human Rights and Peace Culture

Dr. Ana Isabel Prera

of an Exhibit - UNESCO

9:00-9:40

9:40-10:40

10:40-11:00

11:00-11:45

11:50-12:10
12:10-12:30

12:30-1:00
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Lunch 1:00-2:00
Conference on |Child Abuse:

Ofelia Calzeta|Santos

UN Special Rapporteur 2:00-2:45
F Cycle of First Ladies

Children's Hedlth and Education 2:454:00
Coffee Break 4:004:15
Presentation of the Project

Erradication of Child Labor-ILO 4:154:35
Domestic Violence Videotape - IADB 4:35-5:00
Reception at the Presidential Palace 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, Qctober 9™

.

Presentation of one Project: - —
XXT Century {School: Forming forsze o be ’J}
Dr. George Aj’eyne PAHO,,# {455 "0:0 9:00-9:20
o b.rﬁ’p’a Presentation of the Leadership Fund -IADB 9:20-9:40
eranC 27 Cycle of Fipst Ladies(*) e = 1S==F
W Encouragement of Rights and Partzapatzon 9:45-10:45
. B %‘,_—j » ?7‘“1,'/5
Coffee Break(") e g 4 & K r04s1015 " e
e o=
2 Stﬁf‘/b
Conference: Dr. Ruth Cardoso 11:15-12:00
3" Cycle of Fitst Ladies
Women's Health and Education 12:00-1:00
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Lunch
Discussion of[*¢ Action Plan
Coffee Break
Panama Dedtration

Closing of thd- onference

Closing Cockril

JU/ L1V Luvy

1:00-2:00
2:004:30
4:30-5:00
5:00-6:00
6:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.













































Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library

DOCUMENT NO. SUBJECT/TITLE DATE RESTRICTION
AND TYPE
005. cable re: Panama (7 pages) 09/00/1997 P1/b(1)
COLLECTION:

Clinton Presidential Records

First Lady's Office

Melanne Verveer
OA/Box Number: 20048

FOLDER TITLE:

Panama

2013-0534-S
rc1824
RESTRICTION CODES

Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)| Freedom of Information Act - |S ULS.C. §52(b)|
P1 National Security Classified Information |(a)(1) of the PRA| b(1) National security classified information |(b)(1) of the FOIA|
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office |(a)(2) of the PRA| b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA| an agency {(b)(2) of the FOIA|
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA|

financial information |(a)(4) of the PRA| b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President information [(b)(4) of the FOIA|

and his advisors, or between such advisors |a)(5) of the PRA| b(6) Release would constitute a ciearly unwarranted invasion of
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA|

personal privacy {(a)(6) of the PRA| b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement

purposes |(b)(7) of the FOIA]}
C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
of gift. financial institutions j(b)(8) of the FOIA|
PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
2201(3). concerning wells |(b)(9) of the FOIA|

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.





