
Dear Mr. Berkowitz: 

I received your letter concerning the Seeds of Peace Youth 

Summit. I am sure you know of the mission of this exciting 

project which brings together young people from both the 

Palestinian community and the Israeli community. I feel 

fortunate to have had the opportunity to participate in this 

conference which seeks to erase the fears and stereotypes of 

young people so they can strive side-by-side to bring peace to 

their homelands and the Middle East region as a whole. 

I was struck by the aspirations of these young people as they 

try to bridge their differences and talk about the very human 

cost of a lack of peace and the benefits of working together on 

education, health care, and economic opportunities. With the 

promise of shared hopes and values in these areas, I believe 

that the Palestinian and Israeli people can live together in 

peace and cooperation. 

Regarding my comments on a Palestinian State, let me assure you 

I was expressing my own personal opinion only. The position of 

the Clinton Administration has been stated repeatedly and has 

not changed: the question of the status of the West bank and 

Gaza is an issue which Israel and the Palestinians have agreed 

should be discussed and resolved by direct negotiation in the 

permanent status phase of their negotiations. The United States 

will not prejudge the outcome on any of these issues. 
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Words cannot express the depth of my admiration for Israel and 

its citizens in their struggle for peace. Watching the 

interaction between the young Israelis and Palestinians involved 

in the Seeds of Peace program inspires great confidence that 

true peace between these communities is not merely a dream, but 

a vision that will be realized in our lifetimes. I will remain 

committed to the goal of a secure and lasting Israeli­

Palestinian peace. 

Mr. Howard P. Berkowitz 

National Chairman 

Sincerely, 

Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith 

823 United Nations Plaza 

New York, New York 10017 
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Henry Siegman 
Stnlor Fc/lo'JI) 

Director, CTS/ Middlt Eau Pro;ti:t 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton, 

May 29, 1998 

Your recent observations on the benefits of eventual Palestinian 
statehood for the stability of the Middle East drew a number of 
vigorous responses, especially from the Jewish community. 

I thought, therefore, that you might be interested in the views of a 

former National Director of the American Jewish Congress, currently 
with the Council on Foreign Relations, that were published recently 
in the Washington Times ( of all places!). 

My very best wishes go to you. 

HS:bm 
enc. 

laJ 001 
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· ,e.curi(Y is U.S. f:tiend•bip and •\o\P·
pon. wbk.h in turn ar"E bucd o" an 
Amerlc:&n belief m luul'J rQSOn• 
ableneu and th• sincericy of tu 
coauoi�t m s,eGe. Israelis will 
no( for lon, continue tbdr support 
of a leadet "'ho jeopardize$ that 
bclief'and Who baa�� COID• 
promJ,e the trust of an American
Pl"Uident co.Ml.de.red 'Che t.t �d 
laraeleverhad. 

But eYeO it tbia IJneli IO'IWnl·
mentwera notm chaftte it1 positioa. 
� 1\ippon for Pa.leatinian 
•11:bood �uld adlicYe a number al 
i.mpofiabt purpasea. It would liw 
Pa1eaciniani e reuao fta( lOdilspair 
and nor to .....rt to vtolencc, 6v it
would ftnaLly Kivelh.llm eamemt.n,tn 
lo1e were they ao do ,o.: £qua.Uy 
irnportant, it would halt the dania-- I
O\ll�of supporttbrthc
US. ill much of the Arab world, 
-tucb ii conaibutint ID the databi­
lilatton of friendly Anb c:auntries. 
.Md tr WOUld esttblilb a awlier tor 
die iniftimal amdltinm tbr a lsr-..li­
P� aera,rn.nt ChatSDoOCrar 
lalar the parties will bavtl m acc:ept
ifaerioua�dom ar"ellDra\.llM. 

Tb� ii aodling tnor"P mbrh&e­
wua tban the nouoa, advaaccd by 
liou,e Speui.er Newt Ginlridl and 
othcra, tb-1 a V.S. uaertiun at' what 
1, bAlit:Ve5 ta bo the lleCCl&lrY C:OD­
ditian.1 tor U5etul nqotiadons c:oa-
1tituce1 blac:lunail of tb• Jcwitb 
.... and the impositioa ot ao Amer­
lcaa aolution. Mr. Cillcrich u,d his 
feUo'li coo,reas.men have no buita­
tion wba'-9Yer io imposin, their 
views oa tile foreign policy of 4ecno­
cntie and ttiendJy countdea lib
Enrland, Prance and Germany 
toward C11ba and Iran - e'ftla 
imposift8 &IDCtiofta OCl thDlle Clllln­
triea, sonietmn1 Ptuident Oidton 
Wl>UJ.4 ,- do tD Israel. 

As po1.I afta-poU hu establi..h,ed. 
• mtJon!Y of 1--lia '81de,,n:and 
and •ccept. bowcwr teluci&ntlJ, 
that a Pal� SY!£ in the West 
Bank au,d Gau la UMWOid.able it 
then l• e, be an acnemeilt •hh the 
Palc1tini.n• and with the ,ur­
roundiq Arab countries. It u only 
in the C�red �on or IuaeU 
,ne,a:Jaa:rift» and Ul die dcmqocic 
polltUrina of .U.S.� •bo 
paader to d\e most hawkish ele­
ment• af the Amert�a .lelrish 
commuolty th•l tbe l\otion o! 
I&nd'I penr,meot n1le c,,,er near• 
ly 3 n,illion Paleal:iniu>• sunivu. 
1bc •daunistnlioo mustnot:Cll'le io 
a, rheir recldesaa.... I 



PBS seeks to recapture the century Page 1 of2 

j-e,-f�� 
RETURN TO ENTERTAINMENT: NORMAL II LOW-GRAPHICS 

Befinanclng Qebt Consolidation 

PBS seeks to recapture the century 

Copyright© 1998 Nando.net 
Copyright© 1998 The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (June 12, 1998 01 :51 a.rn. EDT h11p://www.nando.ne1) -- It's called "People's Century," and 
the epochal, ongoing PBS series strives to carry out its millennial theme: How the events, discoveries 
and people of the 20th Century have brought about changes in the human condition. 

This year's 13 segments, coproduced by WGBH Boston and the BBC, began in April and continue on 
Mondays on most public stations. Monday's episode, "Master Race," deals with how the Nazis seized 
power in Germany and the devastating consequences. 

Another 13 segments will appear in 1999. 

As executive producer, Zvi Dor-Ner has lived with "People's Century" for more than five years. 
Israeli-born, he began as a cameraman at WGBH in 1966 while earning a degree in communications 
at Boston University. 

He worked in televjsion in his home country until 1979, when he returned to WGBH. He has 
produced such acclaimed documentaries as "Apollo 13: To the Edge and Back" and "Columbus and 
the Age of Discovery." 

Reviews of the waning 20th Century have already appeared and more will flood television and the 
press before the final countdown. So how is "People's Century" different? 

"When we first started writing outlines, we considered many themes," Dor-Ner explained in an 
interview from Boston. "We discussed in which ways the century was different. 

"Eventually we concluded that the role of ordinary people changed enormously. It is the century of 
mass politics, mass education, a time of vast improvement in public health, greater communication 
and transportation. 

"Of course not all of the changes brought good results. They also produced the Nazis and the 
Holocaust. 

"But considering everything, this could be considered the Century of the Common Man. And that's 
what we have stressed in the series." 

Creating a 26-hour history of the century without repeating film clips that have been seen again and 
again has benefited from related events at the start and end of the century -- the rise of totalitarian 
government and the eventual breakup of the Soviet bloc. 

"The end of the Cold War helped our research greatly," Dor-Ner said. "The Soviet Union was falling 
apart. The film archives in Poland, East Germany, Czechoslovakia and Russia, too, became available. 

http://www2.nando.net/newsroom/ntn/enter/061298/enter30 _ 1893 7 _no frames.html 2/12/99 
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That contributed a tremendous amount of new material.

By BOB THOMAS, Associated Press Writer

Morningstar’s" Highest Rating
w

http://www2.nando.net/newsroom/ntn/enter/061298/enter30_18937_noframes.html 2/12/99

"The other way to present new material is to look at events afresh. We searched for archival images 
that would best tell our story. Much of the material has never been seen before."

But there is no rest for Zvi Dor-Ner. He has already jumped into a project called "Millennium Day 
Broadcast," which seems as massive as "People's Century." He explained: 

As often happens with big PBS series, this one has produced a book, "People's Century: The 
Ordinary Men and Women Who Made the Twentieth Century" (Times Books, $60) by Godfrey 
Hodgson.

Although the concluding 13 episodes of "People's Century" will not begin until next April, all have 
been completed. They will cover such subjects as nuclear energy, Asia's economic rise, medical 
advances, environmental dangers, guerrilla wars, equal rights and television.

"It's an idea that emerged out of working on 'People's Century': a television event for Dec. 31, 1999. 
It will be a 24-hour broadcast from around the globe, coming from each time zone as it enters the 
21st Century. PBS, BBC and ABC are combining on the production. It is indeed a mammoth 
operation."

[ Global | Stateside | Sports | Politics I Opinions I Business I Techserver | Health & Science | 
Entertainment | Weather | Baseball | Basketball | Football j Hockey | Sport Server | MAIN ] 

Copyright © 1998 Nando.net
Do you have some feedback for the Nando Times staff?

DETAILS HERE
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From: New York Now I Television I 
Friday, January 22, 1999 

Making Sense 

Of the Middle East 

I Hf 50 VEARs WAR: ISRAEL AND IRE ARABS. Sunday and Monday, 9 p.m., Ch. 13. 

T
o many Americans, perhaps most, the
dispute between Israel and the Arab
states is one of those eternal conflicts

that seems to have had no concrete beginning 
and no foreseeable end - a morass of 
continuing, cloudy contradictions. 

"The 50 Years War: Israel and the Arabs" cuts through this 
murkiness with remarkable clarity and detail. Setting aside the 
conflict's supposed biblical origins, the two-part/five-hour 
documentary airing Sunday and Monday nights (WNET/Ch. 
13) wisely chooses to concentrate on modern times:

It identifies the key developments that have propelled events 
from 1948 to the present. 

It finds virtually all of the major players and puts them on 
screen - sometimes via interviews recorded many years 
earlier, sometimes in newly conducted sessions - to explain 
what they did, why they did it and, in some cases, what they 
think about it with the benefit of hindsight. 

These include everyone from Harry Truman, Richard Nixon, 
George Bush and Jimmy Carter, to Anwar Sadat, Yasser 
Arafat, King Hussein, Dr. George Habash and Hanan 
Ashrawi, to David Ben-Gurion, Yitzhak Rabin, Shimon Peres 
and Yitzhak Shamir, to more generals, defense ministers, 
security/intelligence advisors, secretaries of state and assorted 
diplomats than you can shake a passport at. 

And it illustrates the history with astoundingly relevant and 
vivid footage that could only have been unearthed through an 
exhaustive search through film and tape libraries, both here 

http://www.nydailynews.com/1999-01-22/New _ York_Now/Television/a-17242.asp 
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Event Finder

"The 50 Years War" was produced by Norma Percy of Brian 
Lapping Associates as a joint project of public station WGBH 
in Boston and BBC London. Percy's superb touch has been 
evident in documentaries about Watergate and the Bosnian 
civil war, both of which aired in the U.S. on cable's Discovery 
Channel.

In the end, "The 50 Years War" — despite a dense and wordy 
narration — amounts to a vital road map through the 
historical minefield that is the Middle East. Watch all five 
hours, and you cannot help coming away with a deeper, 
clearer understanding.
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The A.I. duPont - Columbia University Awards 

1997 Winners 

GOLD BATON 

To Brian Lapping 
Associates, London, 
for Yugoslavia, 
Death of a Nation 
on The Discovery 
Channel. 

This five-part epic 
series, made for the 
British Broadcasting 
Corporation and The 
Discovery Channel, 
untangles the political 
and military events 
that led to the 
dismemberment of the 
country that was 
Yugoslavia. It 
integrates rare video 
footage of council 
meetings and events 

Press the image for a clip 
of the winning piece in 
RealVideo format. 

Brian Lapping's acceptance 
speach (Press for 
RealVideo). 

that had never been televised before with 
interviews of the heads of all six rival states. The 
documentaries carefully explain how Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic systematically and 
brutally increased the territory under his control. 
Narrated by CNN's Christiane Amanpour, who 
has become the voice of authority on the region, 
this series accomplished what other media have 
not yet managed to do. It sorted out the 
characters involved and found visual 
documentation of the crucial events and 
decisions that led to Yugoslavia's collapse. 
Yugoslavia: Death of a Nation makes other 
coverage of this subject pale by comparison. 

http://newmedia.jrn.columbia.edu/~jhm35/dupont/1997/gold.html 

Page l of I 

2/12/99 



PBS Pressroom: Program Releases - THE 50 YEARS WAR: ISRAEL AND THE ARABS Page 1 of 2

The check is no longer in the mail.

(. ^BS picks I

THE 50 YEARS WAR: ISRAEL AND THE ARABS

http://www.pbs.org/whatson/1999/winspring/releases/ 2/11/99

Among the current and former heads of state and prime ministers interviewed or 
featured in the series are Benjamin Netanyahu, Shimon Peres and Yitzhak 
Shamir of Israel; King Hussein of Jordan; Yasir Arafat of the Palestine Authority; 
Hafez al-Assad of Syria; Jafaar Numeiry of Sudan; and U.S. Presidents Bill 
Clinton, George Bush and Jimmy Carter.

Opening with the partition of Palestine into Jewish and Arab states in 1947, the 
program charts the ensuing half-century of enmity, warfare, mediation and 
negotiation.

Widespread acclaim greeted THE 50 YEARS WAR when it recently aired in 
Britain:

Also appearing are foreign ministers, defense ministers, commanders in the 
field, heads of intelligence and guerrilla leaders on both sides, as well as high- 
ranking officials in the United States and the former Soviet Union. Some 
participants have never spoken publicly before. One was thought to be long 
dead. Shams Badran, Egypt's war minister during the Six Day War, was thought 
to have died in prison after his country's humiliating defeat - until producers for 
THE 50 YEARS WAR located and interviewed him in Europe, where he is an 
agricultural feed salesman.

Two years in the making, THE 50 YEARS WAR was filmed in Israel, the 
Palestinian autonomous areas, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, the United 
States and Russia. The first episode covers Israel's struggle for statehood, 
including the surprising victory against Arab armies in 1948 and 1967. The film 
also traces the establishment and campaigns of the Palestinian Liberation 
Organization. Coverage of the Palestinian and Israeli conflict includes a wealth 
of new and surprising detail. The concluding program features a fresh behind- 
the-scenes history of the Yom Kippur War in 1973, the Camp David peace 
accord in 1978, the start of the Palestinian "Intifada" uprising in 1987, the Oslo 
agreement in 1993 and the current attempts to consolidate a shaky 
reconciliation.

Leading statesmen, generals, terrorists and others who made the headlines in 
one of history's most bitter and enduring struggles tell the story of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict in the two-part THE 50 YEARS WAR: ISRAEL AND THE 
ARABS. The two-and-a-half-hour programs air on PBS Sunday-Monday, 
January 24-25, 1999, 9:00 p.m. ET (check local listings) as part of History's Best 
on PBS, a weekly block of primetime programming devoted to American and 
world history.
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• "An amazing cast - almost every key player in the life and death struggle
between Israel and its Arab enemies ... a ringside seat in the making of
history." - Daily Mail

• "A complex political story given a human face." - Time Out

• "This is recent history told with authority and verve, plus a few surprises." -
The Sunday Times

• "A gripping insight into international diplomacy and military strategy." - The
Observer

Underwriters: Public Television Viewers and PBS. Co-producers: WGBH Boston 
and BBC London. Producer: Brian Lapping Associates. Series producer for 
Brian Lapping Associates: Norma Percy. Executive producer for WGBH: Zvi 
Dor-Ner. Format: CC 

What's On TV I �atellite Schedule I TV Schedule I i=>icks of the Mo 
PBS Previews I Trivia Challen � I PBS Onli 

http://www.pbs.org/whatson/1999/winspring/releases/ 2/11/99 
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PRICE: $39.98
LENGTH: 5 hours on 2 videocassettes
ITEM CODE: N0065-WEBHV
Closed Captioned

Leading statesmen, generals,
terrorists and others who made the 
headlines in one of history's most § 
bitter and enduring struggles tell the I
story of the Arab-Israeli conflict in  this two-part program. Opening with J 
the partition of Palestine into Jewish j
and Arab states in 1947, the program 
charts the ensuing half-century of 
enmity, warfare, mediation and 
negotiation. Among the current and 
former heads of state and prime 
ministers interviewed or featured in I 
the series are Benjamin Netanyahu, 
Shimon Peres and Yitzhak Shamir of Israel; King Hussein of 
Jordan; Yasir Arafat of the Palestine Authority; Hafez al-Assad of 
Syria; Jafaar Numeiry of Sudan; and U.S. Presidents Bill Clinton, 
George Bush and Jimmy Carter. The first episode covers Israel's 
struggle for statehood, including the surprising victory against Arab 
armies in 1948 and 1967. The film also traces the establishment and 
campaigns of the Palestinian Liberation Organization. Coverage of 
the Palestinian and Israeli conflict includes a wealth of new and 
surprising detail. The concluding program features a fresh behind- 
the-scenes history of the Yom Kippur War in 1973, the Camp David 
peace accord in 1978, the start of the Palestinian "Intifada" uprising 
in 1987, the Oslo agreement in 1993 and the current attempts to 
consolidate a shaky reconciliation. (1998)
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U.S. Assistance to Improve Health Care in the West B;mk and Gaza 

In comparison with other lower-middle income economies, the West Bank and Gaz.a 

health care system is impressive and its population enjoys relatively good public health. 

Infant mortality is 28 per 1,000, slightly better than Jordan (32.3) but much worse than 

that oflsrael (8.4). The life expectancy is 71.4 years, approximately seven years less than 

that for Israelis. Extensive donor support coupled with planning by the Palestinian 

Authority has enabled most of the population to have reasonable physical access to health 

facilities although treatment often comes with financial difficulty for many: nearly 20% 

of Palestinians live below the poverty line of $600 per year. 

The $7 billion international assistance effort for the Palestinians is extensively 

coordinated among the roughly 40 countries and multilateral institutions that provide 

donor funds. Countries concentrate on different areas so that the overall impact of donor 

assistance is evenly spread among the sectors that require development. Belgium, 

Denmark, the EU, Italy, Japan, Spain, and Sweden provide extensive funding for health 

care development projects. Activities underway include hospital construction, provision 

of ambulances, family planning activities, and stocking of health centers, to name just a 

few. 

Because there is already so much concentration on health care, the United States focuses 

its assistance in other areas such as water, economic opportunity, and democracy and 

governance. We do, however, monitor donor activities in the health care sector closely 

and have initiated projects in several areas not comprehensively addressed by others: 

Maternal and Child Health Pilot Initiative: High fertility rates, Limjted 

postpartum care systems, and close birth spacing are complicating the health and 

well-being of mothers and babies in the West Bank and Gaz.a. The U.S. will 

provide $4.5 million to fund counseling and outreach support to mothers and their 

newborn in order to mitigate circumstances that negatively impact their well­

being. 

Laboratory Training: We anticipate providing approximately $140,000 to the 

Centers for Disease Control for its work, in conjunction with a private sponsor, to 

provide laboratory training. Assessment of specific training needs is currently in 

progress. 

Regional Activities: We have provided $1.05 million to the Middle East Cancer 

Consortium, based in Bethlehem. The MECC, which also receives contributions 

from the National Cancer Institute, facilitates data exchange and contact among 

experts in Israel, Egypt, the West Bank/Gaza, and Jordan. We are also funding a 

$127,000 study comparing health behavior among school-age children in Israel, 

the West Bank/Gaz.a, and the U.S. as part of our Middle East Research 

Cooperation (MERC) program. 
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Hon. Anibal Acevedo Vila 
House Minority Leader 

Popular Democratic Parly 

October 2, 1998 

Hillary Rodham�Clinton 
Office .of the First Lady 
100 .Old-· Executive Building 
Washfngton, 0.C. 20500

Dear Mrs. Rodham-Clinton: 

on.:your- recent"visit to Puerto Rico, extending the needed federal emergency help to our 
people after Hurricane Georges path of destruction, several out of the ordinary events 
took place. Since it involves the logistics and organization established by the White 
House, before and during your visit, I call your attention upon them. 

Fifteen minutes before your arrival to the airport, my office rece,ved a phone call from Mr. 
Fred DuVal to confirm my attendance to the Official Protocol Welcome. When one of my 
assistants informed Mr. OuVal that no invitation had been extended nor received, he 
apologized directly to me, took the necessary information for the security screening, and 
assured me that everything was set and that I would not confront any problems upon my 
arrival. 

Although running against the clock, I arrived to the airport with enough time for your 
welcome, but the results were not what I exp�cted. An employee of the Governor of 
Puerto Rico did not allow me to access the "VIP" area. Consequently, I called Mr. DuVal 
through my cellular phone and he spoke diredly with the employee, but when the 
conversation finished it was already late since you had step down from the airplane. 
Before leaving, I notice that the same thing was done to the Senate Minority Leader, Hon. 
Antonio Fas-Alzamora. 

Once again, I spoke with Mr. OuVal and told him about the lack of respect of the 
Governor's employee towards his instructions and the treatment I received. Mr. DuVal 
assured me that this was an extraordinary situation and asked to 11please" be at your 
departure, not before assuring me that he would personally take control of security and 
the entire event for both the Senate Minority Leader and myself 

After several communications between my assistants and DuVal's office the 

Talc: l7P.7\ 7?:'-\-fi7f;8 • 724-5559 • 721-6040 • Exts. 2481 / 2482 F,nx: 722-0900 • 725-6537 
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arrangements were made, the names of the security contacts were given and the 
entrance was assured. I arrive half an hour early to the airport and the same employee 
was there. He told my assistant that he had received severai calls giving him specific 
instructions for our attendance, but once again he did not follow them and defied the 
White House instructions. He let us in when you were already boarding the airplane, 
although he had available transportation for us to meet you on time. 

The name of the Governor's employee is Rafael Martinez-Colon who is the Auxiliary Sub­
Secretary of Administration in the State Department of Puerto f�ico. I notified Mr. OuVal 
of my amazement and disgust with the entire operation and he express that the lack of 
civility, respect and organization of the Governor's s employee was an insult to the 
authority of the White House and instructions over the organization of your visit to Puerto 
Rico. 

Consequently, I am forced to express my deepest aversion towards this shameful 
situation, which was the result of the local government employee's actions and of the 
White House Staff lack of organization who were in charge of your visit to Puerto Rico. As 
Minority Leader of the Popular Democratic Party in the House of Representatives I must 
repudiate this treatment and the means of dealing with something so simple like 
controlling who can welcome you to simply say uthanks for your sincere concerns towards 
our people's needs". In order to get things done right, they have to be made in advance 
and with strict measures to guarantee their success. 

Therefore, I use this mean of communication to express my most sincere appreciation for 
your prompt respond to Puerto Rico's needs. I hope tha1 during my ne)'.t visit to 
Washington D.C. we can meet in your office or in the place of your preference in order to 
personally thank you on behalf of my people. For now I can only regret this entire 
episode. 

Sincerely, 
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Hon. Amba/ Acevedo Vila

House Minority Leader 

Popu/at Oflmocratic Party 

October 2, 1998 

Hillary Rodham-Clinton 
Office of the First Lady 
100 Old Executive Building 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Rodham-Clinton: 

The path of the Hurricane Georges through Puerto Rico left a trail of unprecedented 
, damages and sufferings. On your recent visit to the Island you had the chance to directly 
see and feel the pain of entire families who lost their houses. their belongings and in 
many cases their positivism towards life. 

As you so clearly stated, these are times of working together for the benefit of all Puerto 
Ricans. The emergency help sent by the Federal Government will facilitate the 
reconstruction of houses and the recovery of our stability. Therefore, in order to achieve 
this common goal it is indispensable to reorganize the actual operational structure in 
Puerto Rico of the Federal Emergency Management Agency ("FEMA"). 

Today, more than eleven days after the hurricane passed, thme are. still thousands of 
families that have not being ;able to contact a FEMA representative to notify their losses or 
to get any kind of orientation regarding the benefits available. Tf1e problem resides in the 
organization of the relief operation. Instead of help going dir�ctly to the municipalities 
FEMA ls using the local central government as intermediaries which has the result of 
delaying the entire process. 

Consequently, I wrote a letter to Mr. James Lee Witt, Director of FEMA, recommending 
several measures to assure an effective and prompt attention .of the emergency needs. 
Since the one eight hundred (1-800) number provided to contact FEMA is not enough 
when compared with the demand the following measures where proposed: first, increase 
the number of Spanish speaking phone operators since less than thirty percent (30%) of 
Puerto Rico's population speak English fluently; second, establish temporary FEMA 
offices in each one of Puerto Rico's municipalities in order to speed and facilitate the 
access to the emergency help; and third, FEMA personnel should visit the different 
emergency shelters to obtain the necessary information and guarantee the relief of the 
persons that qualify for the federal help. 

Tels. (787) 723-5758. 724-5559 - 721-6040 • E;xts. 2481 / 2482 Fax: 722-0900 • 725-6537 
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FROM : .• 
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ibaTAce'

Once again, on behalf of the People of Puerto Rico I thank you for your visit to our Island 
and for the expressed concern toward our people’s needs. Also, I appreciate your efforts 
in the implementation of these proposed measures.

I assure you that the implementation of these measures will accelerate the reconstruction 
of Puerto Rico after this meteorological disaster. And after your expressed concerns 
towards our needs, I understand that you will do everything in your power to putthem into 
effect. Your efforts will be deeply appreciate by all Puerto Ricans.
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September 29, 1998

Dear Mr. Witt:

Surprisingly, six (6) days after the hurricane passed through Puerto Rico, FEMA’s
presence in the communities hardest hit has not been felt. FEMA is providing its

cases,

Commonwealth ol Puerto Rico 
House of Representatives

The Capitol
San Juan. Puerto Rico 00901

Mr. James Lee Witt
Director
Federal Emergency Management Agency
500 C. Street S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20472

Hon. Anfoal Acevedo Vite
House Minority Leader 

Popular Democratic Party

As part of my responsibilities as Minority Leader in the House of Representatives 
of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, I have visited several communities of this 
island that were severely affected by Hurricane George.

economic assistance through central government agencies instead of working with 
the municipal governments or local entities directly. The central government 
agencies have not responded adequately to the communities’ needs. In many cases, 
the municipal governments alone have provided economic support and other 
assistance to persons in extreme need.

In view of the above, I respectfully request the FEMA to provide its services directly 
to the municipal governments or local entities, establishing a FEMA center in each 
of the 78 municipalities in order to serve the people in need faster.

Tels. (7S7) 723-5756 - 724-5559 - 721-6040 - Exls. 2461 / 2462 Fax: 722-0900 - 725-6537
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Cordially yours,

eve
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FROM : .

Mr. James Lee Will
Director
Federal Emergency Management Agency
September 28, 1998

FEMA also provides assistance through a program which reimburses expenses that 
local entities and/or municipal governments have incurred in order to respond to 
an emergency. This assistance is also being channeled thru the central government. 
In order to expedite the payment of such reimbursements, I respectfully request that 
they be paid directly to the local entities and/or municipal governments.

«
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To: Julie E. Mason, Steven A. Cohen 

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release May 7, 1998

The Briefing Room

1:55 P.M. EOT

Q So what about Mrs. Clinton's statement?

Q -- going to answer the question about Mrs. Clinton

PRESS BRIEFING BY
MIKE MCCURRY 

AND JIM LYONS

MR. MCCURRY: Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, and 
welcome to the White House press briefing room. So?

And that's where our focus will be today, and we'll deal 
with wherever your focus might be.

The President, I expect when he meets with the mayors, 
he will start at the outset by noting the importance of Ambassador 
Ross's trip to Israel at the request of Prime Minister Netanyahu, and 
note that this is an important moment for us to build on the ideas 
that the United States has presented as we see if we can't achieve 
something that Prime Minister Netanyahu himself has really put in 
motion -- the concept of an accelerated permanent status dialogue on 
final status issues.

MR. MCCURRY: What else? (Laughter.) Let's canvas the 
room here, see where we want to start today.

cc:
Subject: Mike's briefing



- does she now regret that she spoke as she did?

MR. MCCURRY: I just indicated -- the President has but 
one and only view and I just expressed it.

Q To go back to this notion of human aspirations, 
does the President in any way share her view that this would be a 
desirable outcome?

So in a very real and a very human way, the abundant 
opportunities that would exist for both sides if they were able to 
bridge the gaps that they have between and move forward in this 

MR. MCCURRY: The President has but one view, which is 
the administration's view that the peace process is defined by those 
agreements that the parties themselves have reached, and the 
identification of issues that they have declared final status issues 
are to be resolved in the kind of direct dialogue that we are doing 
so much to encourage. That's the President's one and only view.

process is something that the First Ladv responded to in a human way. 
That's not a surprise given who she is. But she would be the first 
to say that she was not reflecting the administration view, and our 
views on those subjects are well known.

MR. MCCURRY: She's free to be as outspoken as she 
wishes to be. But I think she also, as she so often does, responds 
to the very human aspirations that people express. And in this caseT 
you'll not that she was addressing young people from both the 
Palestinian community and the Israeli community. They had come 
together inlhe i nteresFoFtry i ng fcFbndge I heir differences to 
talk about the very human cost of a lack of peace and the things that 
could arise from people working together, in terms of education and 
health care - those things that presumably a peace between the 
[Palestinians and the Israelis would foster.

MR. MCCURRY: I haven't spoken with her to see if she 
regrets it. I think her spokesman made clear she was not reflecting 
administration policy, because we have made abundantly clear our view 
of so-called final status issues. They are issues that should not be 
prejudged because the parties themselves are going to have to grapple 
with them and make the difficult choices that they will have to make 
in the context of the Osld process as they look ahead to settlement 
of those issues during the course of the coming year.

Q Well, if I may, is she as free as the normal 
citizen of the country to express a contrary view given her position 
and given her association with her husband who does set 
administration policy?

Q But, Mike, you said that her personal views are not 
in contradiction with the administration's policy. Does the
President have a personal view on this?



Q So he disagrees with the First Lady?

Q But does he disagree with what Mrs. Clinton said?

MR. MCCURRY: I said, the President has but one and only 
view, and he just expressed it.

Q Do you think it's appropriate to have the First 
Lady of the United States contradicting U.S. policy?

MR. MCCURRY: I highly doubt that. It's been our custom 
to refrain from any high-level engagement with Fidel Castro.

MR. MCCURRY: Our invitation to both parties is for the 
commencement of accelerated status discussions that would begin here 
on Monday. We think it's important, because of where we are in the 
process -- building off the progress that was made in London by the 
discussions that the Secretary of State guided, it's important to 
keep that momentum going. But until Ambassador Ross has an 
opportunity to talk with Prime Minister Netanyahu and presumably to 
Chairman Arafat as well at some point, until he has that opportunity 
to see what creativity the Prime Minister wants to bring to these 
very difficult issues, I think we should refrain from a lot of 
speculation. We don't know at this point whether the government of

MR. MCCURRY: That view expressed personally by the 
First Lady is not the view of the President.

MR. MCCURRY: Her staff has indicated to me that this 
was not part of any kind of calculated strategy. And I think it 
speaks for itself when an immediate clarification is issues by her 
staff that this is something that she did not say in the context' of 
any formal administration policy-making role. 

MR. MCCURRY: I think it's very appropriate for the 
First Lady of the United States to participate in dialogue with young 
people from the Israeli community and the Palestinian community who 
are trying to better understand each other and understand what 
opportunities arise because of peace -- yes, I do.

Q Mike, Clinton is going to be addressing the World 
Health Organization in Geneva I think on May 14th, and apparently 
Castro will be addressing the same body the same day. Is there any 
chance that they'll get together there?

Q Mike, is Monday a hard deadline? Is the U.S. offer 
to Netanyahu and Arafat off if Netanyahu does not change his mind 
over the weekend?

Q Mike, is the First Lady -- was the First Lady 
yesterday aware of precisely what administration policy was and 
deliberately put some-distance between her and it, or did she make a 
gaff? And would you admit it if she had?



MR. MCCURRY: Secretary Albright has made clear, and we 

Israel wishes to accept the President's invitation. We'll have to 
see how that develops in coming days.

MR. MCCURRY: I think the important thing is that these 
parties begin the hard work of narrowing the gaps that still exist 
between them. And they did some considerable new thinking on these 
issues in the context of the London meetings, and providing a forum 
in which they can build on that thinking and actually start to 
resolve some of the differences that exist is an important thing to 
see accomplished.

MR. MCCURRY: There's an invitation for Monday, and 
we'll see how the response to those invitations go.

Q If I could follow up - Arafat has agreed to come. 
Would such talks begin with Arafat in Washington on Monday without 
Netanyahu?

MR. MCCURRY: We've never detailed elements of the 
so-called American ideas that we've put forward, for the simple 
reason that we have not seen fit to require these parties to 
negotiate that way in public. We have certainly put forth ideas; 
we've certainly suggested that the invitation to the meeting Monday 
is suggested to be on the basis of those ideas that we've put forward 
because that should be the starting point for the kind of accelerated 
status negotiations that the parties need to have.

But it's clear from the Prime Minister's invitation to 
Ambassador Ross and from his discussion with Secretary Albright 
today, that he has been doing some thinking about these ideas that we 
have put forward. I think it's very important for our special 
Ambassador to hear him out and to see how he wishes to address these 
issues, especially within the context of the discussions he will no 
doubt have with his own government.

MR. MCCURRY: It's designed to be a discussion in which 
both parties can engage on those issues that divide them, and 
proceeding with just one party would be of questionable utility.

Q - the President's invitation now is contingent on 
the acceptance of the idea of a 13.1 percent withdrawal from the West 
Bank?

Q -- there can be a meeting of the minds on a 
different level. I guess I'm asking whether we could modify our 
ideas, along with the Prime Minister, and have the meeting Monday on 
some other basis?

Q Would there be a big deal if they waited a week or 
two weeks to do it?

Q So is it this Monday or never?



would reiterate, we are not going to water down our ideas.

Q Okay, that's the answer.

Mike, is the First Lady in the dog house?

MR. MCCURRY: I'm sorry, say again.

Q Is the First Lady in the dog house?

MR. MCCURRY: I think that's self-evidently not.

Q
(Laughter.)

MR. MCCURRY: On the subject of the Middle East, I can 
think of numerous time when people in the administration in different 
capacities say things --

MR. MCCURRY: -- given the heavy nuance that applies to 
this subject, which instantly become part of the ping-pong match 
between the parties and part of the dialogue that exists. One of the 
reasons why, for all practical purposes, we are very careful and very 
opaque in the things we say about this process, because we want these 

MR. MCCURRY: I strongly suspect the people of the 
Middle East, knowing this administration and this President's 
thinking quite well, and having heard the almost instant 
clarification made, will not have any questinn in thair--mincLw-hat— 
administration policy is and will be.

Q Mike, if I can try one last time - can you think 
of any other instance where the First Lady has publicly articulated a 
policy on any subject that's not administration policy?

Q Well, does the White House think it was a mistake 
for the First Lady to have said this?

Q Mike, the question of being -- you said before that 
her ideas aren't administration policy, but you also said she's free 
to speak, to say whatever she wants, which is sort of like a halfway 
- that it was fine for her to say this, which sends a message, makes 
people in the Middle East think that she might indeed be representing 
where U.S. policy is going.

MR. MCCURRY: I'm not going to express that view. I 
think I rather stick with what the facts are. The facts are she said 
something in the context of an interesting conversation with some 
young people. Het Office and her press secretary very quickly 
i ndicaled she Was nul ar Liculating anything new a boutadministration 
policy and reitiEfraled what uui ■policy IS, has been, and will be. And 
l-think- we move oh from there.

Q No, the First Lady.
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MR. MCCURRY: The Prime Minister did.

Q Would you expect her to continue to express her 
personal views then?

MR. MCCURRY: I expect that she will always continue to 
express her views, but I doubt that she will venturing into the 
Middle East peace process anytime soon. (Laughter.)

Q Who asked for that meeting, Mike, in that telephone 
conversation?

MR. MCCURRY: As I indicated earlier today, this is an 
event that has been on his calendar for quite some time. It's been 
designed by our Office of Public Liaison here. It is part of the 
outreach that we make to a variety of diverse communities here in the 
United States and it will focus principally on the domestic issues 
that the Arab-American leaders are addressing in the context of their 
meeting here.

MR. MCCURRY: I think, based on the reaction that I've 
seen so far from Jerusalem today, I don't have a concern about that. 
I know that the important thing is that the Prime Minister had 
conversations with the Secretary of State today, and as a result of 
those conversations, our special Middle East Coordinator is about to 
leave for Israel. I think that we should keep an eye on reality 
here, even while we play the game of gotcha that we have to play in 
another context. I think we really do need to kind of keep focused 
on what counts and what will ultimately matter.

They have a number of things that they want to talk 
about that the President thinks are relevant to his initiative on 
race. He will certainly, to the degree necessary, reiterate some of 
the same things he will say in front of the mayors right now that are 
generally about the Middle East. But this is much more likely to be 
a discussion about the reality of life for the American - Arab 
Americans here in the United States and what they face here, 

parties to talk to each other and not to respond to the external 
debate that is often used to divide these parties who are groping for 
a way to make progress on peace. And I think the First Lady would b; 
^the first to say she would not want anything about any remarks that 
she made be used as a way to further divide these parties that need 
to come together.

Q I have several questions about tonight. Can you 
tell us when the President decided to speak to the Arab American 
Institute? Are there concerns about that coming at this particular 
time and how that looks? And can you tell us what he's going to say 
tonight?

Q How worried are you, Mike, that her comments may 
make it more difficult for Netanyahu's Cabinet to accept the American 
proposals?



domestically, as opposed to issues related to the peace process.

Q This is the message?

MR. MCCURRY: The message of meeting with the mayors is 
about education, local public education. But as we frequently do, we 
manage to let other things stray in there when we know they're of 
interest to others.

MR. MCCURRY: You're correct, I probably indicated I 
doubted the President would go off message because he tends to be 
very good at staying on message. I think he does want to address 
this question this afternoon.

MR. MCCURRY: If they are both here and there intent 
being here is to launch what would be critical discussions on final 
status issues in the accelerated timetable that the Prime Minister 
had called for, I can be reasonably certain that the President would 

MR. MCCURRY: I think that it's always a good appearance 
when the President is reaching out to diverse populations and 
communities and interacting with them on the issues that concern 
them. And he's done so -- the Secretary of State, following her 
meetings in London, had a very important conference call with the 
conference of major Jewish organizations, so our interaction with 
communities that follow the Middle East peace process here in the 
United States has been intense, and it has been focused on all 
communities that have some interest in that question. Although 
that’s not the purpose of the session, if that serves that ancillary 
purpose, that's not unwelcome.

Q This morning I asked you whether or not the
President would go off message and hold forth on either the First 
Lady or Mr. Ross's trip, and you said you doubt it.

MR. MCCURRY: That's the first that subject has come up 
today, isn't it?

Q It may have been scheduled for a long time, but 
it's happened to have fallen at sort of a critical moment. And given 
what Gingrich has said and what the First Lady has said, is there 
concern about the appearance of him going before this group at this 
time?

Q Mike, to look ahead a bit on Monday, assuming for a 
moment that Netanyahu is interested in coming to the United States, 
does the administration envision the President meeting with Arafat 
and Netanyahu? Is the ultimate goal to get them all together within 
several days?

Q I think it's just a brilliant ploy to keep from 
talking about Kenneth Starr.



want to take the opportunity to see them both.

Q And try to get them together?

Q Can I follow up on Ireland?

Q Will today's meeting with Jim Lyons and his 
announcement on economic packages be in place of a possible meeting 
between Blair, Ahern, and Clinton in England?

MR. MCCURRY: I think we would want to more celebrate 
the fact that the parties are ready and willing to begin critical 
dialogue on those issues. And I don't want to speculate about what 
format those discussions take because we don't even know at this 
point whether the Prime Minister plans to be here.

MR. MCCURRY: Well, it's not that we would advise 
something new, it's we would continue to call on the government of 
Indonesia to respect the individual human rights of those who are 
voicing legitimate dissent, that they exercise extreme caution as 
they try to bring and restore order, and most importantly, that they 
address the fundamental concerns that many people in Indonesia have 
about the status of their economy. And we think that the road to 
recovery for their economy is built around the work that we are doing 
through the IMF to bring economic stability to both their financial 
institutions and to the regulation of their enterprises.

MR. MCCURRY: No, it would be -- I mean, we will 
continue to look for ways to engage with the government of the United 
Kingdom and the government of the Republic of Ireland on the peace 
process in Northern Ireland, but this is rather a different 
statement. It is that our interest in peace in Northern Ireland is 
an ongoing and long-term interest; that the importance of the 
referendum coming up later this month cannot be understated, but that 
our commitment to these parties and to the work we have done to 
promot economic opportunity in Ulster will continue, and that we will 
pursue these initiatives into the future because they build a 
platform upon which both communities can take the opportunity of the 
peace agreement to build better lives for their people.

MR. MCCURRY: Well, we have, I think, fairly limited 
military-to-military engagement with them now. I had heard anything 
to that effect, but I can check further with that.

Q The U.S. has been pressing Indonesia to follow the 
IMF plan. There were six dead in riots yesterday, riots against the 
austerity measures. If things continue to deteriorate, what would 
you advise next?

Q Mike, on Indonesia, if I could follow up on that, 
is the United States preparing to pull out of military cooperation 
with Indonesia?



Q Could you take a follow-up on Ireland? I know you 
said it earlier, but could you explain for the cameras why the 
President will not be going to Ireland at this time?

Q What do people around here make of the motivation 
behind the Speaker's comments on the peace talks yesterday? Is this 
just a sort of genuine philosophical disagreement over these 
negotiations, or is this a sign that partisanship - that relations 
have gotten so tense that partisanship is sort of working its way 
into areas where maybe it wouldn't have in the past?

Q The Office of the Independent Counsel says that the 
allegations made in David Kendall's letter yesterday on the leaks 
about the executive privilege decision are false, that they did not 
leak that information.

MR. MCCURRY: Well, that's contrary, as you know from 
Mr. Kendall's letter, to what has been reported by one news 
organization very directly. That news organization now says that 
their reporter may have mischaracterized, and I take it to mean that 
that's -- the reporter didn't quite protect the source the way the 
reporter may have should. But I think that Mr. Kendall's letter 
still stands on its own and on its merits and ought to be addressed 
by the court and by Mr. Starr himself.

Q Considering the First Lady's interest now in global 
peace processes, she's now added going over to Ireland -- do you have 
any details on that?

At this point, we ventured that our own participation in 
that discussion would not do anything necessarily to hurt the 
process, but would not likely do anything to contribute to a very 
good and spirited debate that's already underway. So the President, 
I think, felt it was best to leave the arguments to those who 
actually have to make the decision.

MR. MCCURRY: Well, he made a good -- as we told you he 
would -- make a good assessment of what the situation is, whether in 
the best interests of achieving approval of the agreement that has 
been reached by the parties under the auspices of the U.K. and the 
Republic of Ireland. And based on all of our conversations with the 
parties and with the two governments, we decided to keep the focus 
where it should be -- on the work that the leaders of the communities 
are doing to bring the agreement to their constituencies, to argue 
its merits, and to make the decision that people freely need to make.

MR. MCCURRY: The President will have a statement in 
-and probably Mr. Lyon's here shortly, correct - to tell you more 

\ about that. But the President has asked the First Lady to go to 
Belfast this fall to participate in a conversation with the 
Protestant and Catholic communities on ways in which they can 
reconcile differences and build on what we will hope will be a new 
environment of peace brought about by the Good Friday Agreement.



Q Does the administration think that Chairman Burton

MR. MCCURRY: Well, I'm hesitant to accept the latter 
interpretation. I think if we've reached a point where the 
Republican leadership in the House believes they can make political 
gain by intruding on what is one of the most sensitive diplomatic 
processes underway anywhere in the world, that is a very unwelcome 
development. But I'm not going to suggest that that is the Speaker's 
motive. I think that he has always been very legitimately concerned 
about the role the United States plays in the Middle East peace 
process.

MR. MCCURRY: I don't know. If he's got evidence of 
crimes, I think that would probably be news to Mr. Starr, and he 
probably should go see Mr. Starr. He has not done so, so that would 
indicate to me that this is hollow rhetoric rather than factual 
information.

Now, all of that, we have spoken to the Speaker about 
many times and he may have made a legitimate judgment that our 
assessment is not a correct one. But I think that the President is 
confident, based on the judgment of Secretary Albright and Ambassador 
Ross who have in a painstaking way dealth with these parties - he's 
confident that they have handled our intervention in this process 
exactly right and it has produced what we think is an important 
outcome.

For the first time in some time, Prime Minister 
Netanyahu has indicated a willingness to bring some new creativity to 
his thinking about the issues that have separated the Palastinian 
Authority and the government of Israel in these issues that have 
separated the Palestinian Authority and the government of Israel in 
this dialogue. And that's an important achievement and something 
that I think we want to build on.

But I think, in a way, the reason the President made 
very clear to the American public what we are trying to achieve 
yesterday at his press conference was to allay any concern that there 
was a desire on the part of our government to pressure one side or 
the other. We have exhaustively, through thousands of hours of 
conversations in in the last 14 months, assessed where these parties 
are and what, in our judgment, they need to address if they are going 
to together make forward progress in their own dialogue. And we've 
put those ideas forward, and at a time when neither party was 
responding to each other, they have responded to the ideas that we 
have presented, which are not necessarily the best solution from our 
point of view, but they certainly reflect what we think is at least a 
minimal basis upon which Arab, Palastinian, and Israeli can agree to 
move forward on the issues that divide them.

Q -- Speaker's motives might be in telling his fellow 
Republicans to refer no longer to White House scandals but to White 
House crimes.
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dealt appropriately with Dave Bossie?

Do you have some greater understanding of what

Is his departure, under whatever circumstances,

Q Yes, Burton.

Q
welcome?

Q
happened?

MR. MCCURRY: It might raise the intellectual level of 
the dialogue, but beyond that I don't know -- (laughter.)

MR. MCCURRY: There’s nothing about Chairman Burton's 
handling of this inquiry in recent weeks that is welcome.

MR. MCCURRY: He's been removed, so it's a moot point 
what our thinking on that is. Oh, Burton?

Q Has the President decided yet whether to appeal the 
executive privilege ruling by the --

MR. MCCURRY: No. You've got contradictory reports from 
the Chairman and the Speaker about what happened. And we're not in 
any position to know.

MR. MCCURRY: Our strong suspicion here is it would just 
transfer to some other venue, so I don't know if it would make that 
much difference.

MR. MCCURRY: I did not say that. I said that it would 
be important, very important, for me to check further with counsel on 
that. And my own guess -- and it's only a guess - is that that is 
an issue that is going to be directly addressed in some of the

MR. MCCURRY: I can't even tell you whether there is 
such a decision, so I'm in no way in a position to know.

MR. MCCURRY: Well, since the Speaker and the Chairman 
disagree on how Mr. Bossie was dealt with, it's impossible for me to 
comment because I don't know what the truth is.

Q Mike, you were asked about a week ago about the 
White House's position on whether the President has to personally 
assert executive privelege had changed, -— and you said no, and the 
Counsel's Office said —

Q Would Burton’s removal as leader of this 
investigation be welcomed for the White House?

Q Do you know if there's any difference betwen Bill 
Thomas, for instance, and Dan Burton --
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I was honored to have been in attendance at yesterday’s moving program at 
the White House. The respect and love expressed by Lea and Dalia Rabin for 
you and President Clinton was palpable. Indeed, the Rabins embraced you 
both, in word and in deed, as part of their extended family. It is no surprise 
that they conferred upon you the “Shalom Chaver Award for International 
Leadership” and have dedicated the Yitzhak Rabin Center’s Peace Gardens in 
your honor. Thank you for including me at such an auspicious occasion.
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Once again, I appreciate the opportunity to have been with you at the White 
House.

In the context of the quest for peace, as you know, concerns have been raised 
within our community about your views on the establishment of a Palestinian 
state. Most recently, several individuals with whom you have met have 
offered conflicting interpretations of your position in this regard. I would 
respectfully request a clarification of where you stand on this crucial issue.
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