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Dear Mr. Berkowitz:

I received your letter concerning the Seeds of Peace Youth
Summit. I am sure you know of the mission of this exciting
project which brings together young people from both the
Palestinian community and the Israeli community. I feel
fortunate to have had the opportunity to participate in this
conference which seeks to erase the fears and stereotypes of
young people so they can strive side-by-side to bring peace to
their homelands and the Middle East region as a whole.

I was struck by the aspirations of these young people as they
try to bridge their differences and talk about the very human
cost of a lack of peace and the benefits of working together on
education, health care, and economic opportunities. With the
promise of shared hopes and values in these areas, I believe
that the Palestinian and Israeli people can live together in
peace and cooperation.

Regarding my comments on a Palestinian State, let me assure you
I was expressing my own personal opinion only. The position of
the Clinton Administration has been stated repeatedly and has
not changed: the question of the status of the West bank and
Gaza 1s an issue which Israel and the Palestinians have agreed
should be discussed and resolved by direct negotiation in the
permanent status phase of their negotiations. The United States
will not prejudge the outcome on any of these issues.



Words cannot express the depth of my admiration for Israel and
its citizens in their struggle for peace. Watching the
interaction between the young Israelis and Palestinians involved
in the Seeds of Peace program inspires great confidence that
true peace between these communities is not merely a dream, but
a vision that will be realized in our lifetimes. I will remain

committed to the goal of a secure and lasting Israeli-
Palestinian peace.

Sincerely,

Mr. Howard P. Berkowitz

National Chairman

Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith
823 United Nations Plaza

New York, New York 10017
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Henry Siegman May 29, 1998
Senior Fellow
Direcror, UUS/ Middle East Project

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mrs. Clinton,

Your recent observations on the benefits of eventual Palestinian
statehood for the stability of the Middle East drew a number of
vigorous responses, especially from the Jewish community.

I thought, therefore, that you might be interested in the views of a
former National Director of the American Jewish Congress, currently
with the Council on Foreign Relations, that were published recently
in the Washington Times (of all places!).

My very best wishes go to you,

S er ly H \/

ef Sidgman

HS:bm )

enc.
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How to pressure Israel

By Netry Slegnan

FHillary Clinton's staternent that

Palegtinian statehood is neces-

sary for Middle East peace
reflects President Clinton's view, the
adminiswration may yer get it right
in its efforts to prevent the camplete
collapse of the hope for peace and a
ret;'xm 10 violence in the regzon.

early a year agv. an indepen-
dent task farce of the Cou.nsEnn
Foreign Reclations found that the
pesce prucess, for all practizal pur-
poses, had come ® an end. Even
then, the incremental steps called
for by the Oslo accords no longer
served o bulld confidence or to
move the process forward, This is
not because of a lack of trust
between the paraes but bezcause of
a fundamental disagreement
between them about where the
peace process should lead.

Unlike Yizzhak Rabin and Shimon
Peres, Prime Ministar Netanyahu
rejects the notian that the pracess
should be apeq 10 the poasibility of an
independent Palestimianstate in
moant of the West Bank and Gaa, thus
femoving whatever incentive Pales.
tinians might have o fight rerroriam
that threatens Israel's security.
Palestinians are hardly likely to
ensusinsuchuuuggie il they are
wid that no matter what diey do,
they will never achieve nadoaal inde-
peadence, It is unfortunste that it
ook 20 lms for U.S. policymaksrs to
understand this simple guth.

If dhe US. is serious about its
responsibilities ra Israe] and to the
larger region, it must at least be
able to assert the simple proposition
that the paace cPun:uulm can premeed
only if the fun aspirations
of both partics define the gaa) of that
process. This roeans oo only secu-
rity for Israe] but starchond for the
Palestinians. Absent thase guals, the
peace process is an illusion.

rican recognition of the con-
ditions for progress in the negods-
dons is not to Lmpae & solution on
the parties; it is to atare the obvious,
It is also to say that the party that
reflases Yo sccept thase rranirmal con-
ditions is not serious abaur peace.

Herry Siegman is a senior fellow
at the Council on Foreign Relarions.

May 15, 1998

It is rue that Secretary of Stare
Warren Christopber, in a note for
the record, sald hat Lsreel will {salf
decide the giae of its withdrawals
from the West Bank. But that same
lertor alsa refers to Israel’s cammit-
ment to three withdrawals, which
thase who invoke Mr. Christopher’s

Far more important to
Israel’s security is U.S.
friendship and support.

lever choose m ignore. More impar-
tanr, the Christopher note assumed
goad faith efford by Uml‘:f.w-
emment © e spirit of the
By Propouals for wiibdravals oo de
pos 0
mini pmm as o copgadict the very
apirit of the sgreement and two
bumiliate Palestini rakip.
Thase who oppoec npublicﬁn&w
by the administratian that recog-
aizes e centrality of Palesdniap
statehiood argue that it would not
serve m change Mr. Necanyahu's
oppositon. Indeed. it tnay well can-
\'ﬁ\ce him o pull cut of the peace
process alogether. It is a specious
argument, because Mr. Netanyahu
pulled out of the peace proceas lang
ago. The Hebran agreement that he
1 in March 1957 was not inead.
ed by im as a bridge o further
progress but as claging the bank an

, he DeveraccrpEd.
On the other hand, & cloar state-
ment of what the US. beheves to be
a feir and conditian for
gaod_ faith negodatdons may well
coavince the eli public of the
fallure of Mr. Netanyahu's policies.
Israelis undersmnd thart their most
important security asset is not a
few percentage paints of West Bank
territnry. Even Moshe Arens, an
Israeli hawk and farmer foreign and
defense minister, sald he is con-
fused by the argument over certin
perecntages. “I have no idea what
it'’s all about,” he szit. “I assume
Whaever is conductiog the pegotia-
tions knows. [ inly hope so0.”

Far more important wa Israels

wiooeg

securicy is U.S, friendship and sup-
port, which in turn are based on an
American belief in Israel’s reasan-
ableness and the sincerity of its
cammignent o peace. [sraelis will
not for long continue their support
of a leader who jeopardizes that
belief and who has mangged to com-
promise the trust of an American
president considered the best friend
Israel ever had.

Burt even if this [staeli govern-
ment wers not to change ita positioa,
Amcrican support for Palestinian
statchand would achieve mmhard
uTIporant purpmses, It d give
Palestinians a reasan not ro despair
and not 1o resart to violence, far it
would finally give tam samething to
lose wers they to do so. Equally
important, it would halt the danger- |
oug he ing of sy for the
US. in much of the Arab world,
which is contributing to the destabi-
\{zsation of friendly b countries.
And ir would establish a cvarker for
the minimal condifians for an Isreeli-
Palestirian sgreement that swasr af
later che pardes will bave  accept
if serious pegotiations are to resume.

There is nothing more mischie-
vous than the notion, advarced by
House Speaker Newt Gingrich and
others, that a U.S, asascrtion of what
it believes ta be the necessary con-
ditons for useful negotations con-
stitutes blackmail of the Jewish
mnate and the ¢ itiop of an Amer-
ican soludon. Mr. Gingrich and his
fellow congressmen have No hesita-
udon whatever in imposing their
views on the [oreign policy of demo-
cratic and friendly countries like
England, Prance and Germany
toward Cuba and Iren — even
imposing sanctions oo those coun-
wies something President Qiston
would not do tn [srael.

As poll after poll bas established
a majority of lis understand
and acecept, however reluctantly,
that a Palestinian state in the West
Bank and Gaza iz unavoidable if
there is o be an agreement with the
Palestinians and with the sur-
rounding Arab countries. It is only
in the fevered i jon of Israeli
messiamis® and {0 the demagogic
pasturing of U.S. cangressmen who
pander to the most hawkiah ele-
ments af the American Jewish
commupity that the notion of
Israel’s permanent rule over near-
ly 3 roillion Palestinians survives, *
The adminisation must not cave ia
o their recklessoesa. |
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PBS seeks to recapture the century

Copyright © 1998 Nando.net
Copyright © 1998 The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (June 12, 1998 01:51 a.m. EDT nup:#www.nando.net) -- It's called "People's Century," and
the epochal, ongoing PBS series strives to carry out its millennial theme: How the events, discoveries
and people of the 20th Century have brought about changes in the human condition.

This year's 13 segments, coproduced by WGBH Boston and the BBC, began in April and continue on
Mondays on most public stations. Monday's episode, "Master Race," deals with how the Nazis seized
power in Germany and the devastating consequences.

Another 13 segments will appear in 1999.

As executive producer, Zvi Dor-Ner has lived with "People's Century" for more than five years.
[sraeli-born, he began as a cameraman at WGBH in 1966 while earning a degree in communications
at Boston University.

He worked in television in his home country until 1979, when he returned to WGBH. He has
produced such acclaimed documentaries as "Apollo 13: To the Edge and Back" and "Columbus and
the Age of Discovery."

Reviews of the waning 20th Century have already appeared and more will flood television and the
press before the final countdown. So how is "People's Century" different?

"When we first started writing outlines, we considered many themes," Dor-Ner explained in an
interview from Boston. "We discussed in which ways the century was different.

"Eventually we concluded that the role of ordinary people changed enormously. It is the century of
mass politics, mass education, a time of vast improvement in public health, greater communication
and transportation.

"Of course not all of the changes brought good results. They also produced the Nazis and the
Holocaust.

"But considering everything, this could be considered the Century of the Common Man. And that's
what we have stressed in the series."

Creating a 26-hour history of the century without repeating film clips that have been seen again and
again has benefited from related events at the start and end of the century -- the rise of totalitarian
government and the eventual breakup of the Soviet bloc.

"The end of the Cold War helped our research greatly," Dor-Ner said. "The Soviet Union was falling
apart. The film archives in Poland, East Germany, Czechoslovakia and Russia, too, became available.

http://www2.nando.net/newsroom/ntn/enter/061298/enter30_18937_noframes.html 2/12/99
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THE 50 YEARS WAR TSRAEL AND THE ARADS. Sunday and Monday, 9p.m., Ch. 13

0 many Americans, perhaps most, the

dispute between Israel and the Arab

states is one of those eternal conflicts
that seems to have had no concrete beginning
and no foreseeable end — a morass of
continuing, cloudy contradictions.

"The 50 Years War: Israel and the Arabs" cuts through this
murkiness with remarkable clarity and detail. Setting aside the
conflict's supposed biblical origins, the two-part/five-hour
documentary airing Sunday and Monday nights (WNET/Ch.
13) wisely chooses to concentrate on modern times:

It identifies the key developments that have propelled events
from 1948 to the present.

[t finds virtually al/ of the major players and puts them on
screen — sometimes via interviews recorded many years
earlier, sometimes in newly conducted sessions — to explain
what they did, why they did it and, in some cases, what they
think about it with the benefit of hindsight.

These include everyone from Harry Truman, Richard Nixon,
George Bush and Jimmy Carter, to Anwar Sadat, Yasser
Arafat, King Hussein, Dr. George Habash and Hanan
Ashrawi, to David Ben-Gurion, Yitzhak Rabin, Shimon Peres
and Yitzhak Shamir, to more generals, defense ministers,
security/intelligence advisors, secretaries of state and assorted
diplomats than you can shake a passport at.

And it illustrates the history with astoundingly relevant and
vivid footage that could only have been unearthed through an
exhaustive search through film and tape libraries, both here

http://www.nydailynews.com/1999-01-22/New_York Now/Television/a-17242.asp
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To Brian Lapping
Associates, London,
for Yugoslavia,
Death of a Nation
on The Discovery
Channel.

Press the image for a clip
of the winning piece in

This ﬁve-part €pic RealVideo format.

series, made for the
British Broadcasting
Corporation and The
Discovery Channel,
untangles the political
and military events
that led to the
dismemberment of the
country that was
-YugOSlaVia' it . Brian Lapping's acceptance
integrates rare video  gpeach (Press for

footage of council RealVideo).

meetings and events

that had never been televised before with
interviews of the heads of all six rival states. The
documentaries carefully explain how Serbian
President Slobodan Milosevic systematically and
brutally increased the territory under his control.
Narrated by CNN's Christiane Amanpour, who
has become the voice of authority on the region,
this series accomplished what other media have
not yet managed to do. It sorted out the
characters involved and found visual
documentation of the crucial events and
decisions that led to Yugoslavia's collapse.
Yugoslavia: Death of a Nation makes other
coverage of this subject pale by comparison.

] TOP .

http://newmedia.jrn.columbia.edu/~jhm35/dupont/1997/gold.html 2/12/99
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.

e "An amazing cast - almost every key player in the life and death struggle
between Israel and its Arab enemies ... a ringside seat in the making of
history." - Daily Mail

¢ "A complex political story given a human face." - Time Out

e "This is recent history told with authority and verve, plus a few surprises." -
The Sunday Times

e "A gripping insight into international diplomacy and military strategy." - The
Observer :

=

Underwriters: Public Television Viewers and PBS. Co-producers: WGBH Boston \
and BBC London. Producer: Brian Lapping Associates. Series producer for

Brian Lapping Associates: Norma Percy. Executive producer for WGBH: Zvi
Dor-Ner. Format: CC /

~

What's On TV | Satellite Schedule | TV Schedule | Picks of the Mo
PBS Previews | Trivia Challenge | PBS Onli

http://www.pbs.org/whatson/1999/winspring/releases/ 2/11/99






U.S. Assistance to Improve Health Care in the West Bank and Gaza

In comparison with other lower-middle income economies, the West Bank and Gaza
health care system is impressive and its population enjoys relatively good public health.
Infant mortality is 28 per 1,000, slightly better than Jordan (32.3) but much worse than
that of Israel (8.4). The life expectancy is 71.4 years, approximately seven years less than
that for Israelis. Extensive donor support coupled with planning by the Palestinian
Authority has enabled most of the population to have reasonable physical access to health
facilities although treatment often comes with financial difficulty for many: nearly 20%
of Palestinians live below the poverty line of $600 per year.

The $7 billion international assistance effort for the Palestinians is extensively
coordinated among the roughly 40 countries and multilateral institutions that provide
donor funds. Countries concentrate on different areas so that the overall impact of donor
assistance is evenly spread among the sectors that require development. Belgium,
Denmark, the EU, Italy, Japan, Spain, and Sweden provide extensive funding for health
care development projects. Activities underway include hospital construction, provision

of ambulances, family planning activities, and stocking of health centers, to name just a
few.

Because there is already so much concentration on health care, the United States focuses
its assistance in other areas such as water, economic opportunity, and democracy and
governance. We do, however, monitor donor activities in the health care sector closely
and have initiated projects in several areas not comprehensively addressed by others:

Maternal and Child Health Pilot Initiative: High fertility rates, limited
postpartum care systems, and close birth spacing are complicating the health and
well-being of mothers and babies in the West Bank and Gaza. The U.S. will
provide $4.5 million to fund counseling and outreach support to mothers and their

newborn in order to mitigate circumstances that negatively impact their well-
being.

Laboratory Training: We anticipate providing approximately $140,000 to the
Centers for Disease Control for its work, in conjunction with a private sponsor, to

provide laboratory training. Assessment of specific training needs is currently in
progress.

Regional Activities: We have provided $1.05 million to the Middle East Cancer
Consortium, based in Bethlehem. The MECC, which also receives contributions
from the National Cancer Institute, facilitates data exchange and contact among
experts in Israel, Egypt, the West Bank/Gaza, and Jordan. We are also funding a
$127,000 study comparing health behavior among school-age children in Israel,
the West Bank/Gaza, and the U.S. as part of our Middle East Research
Cooperation (MERC) program.
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Commonwealth of Puerto Rico

House of Representatives

The Capitol
San Juan, Puerta Rico 00901

Hon. Anfbal Acevedo Vila

House Minority Leader
Popular Dernocratic Pardy

October 2, 1998

Hillary Rodham-Clinton
Office of the First Lady

100 Old Executive Building
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mrs. Rodham-Clinton:

Onyourrecent visit to Puerto Rico, extending the needed federal emergency help to our
people after Hurricane Georges path of destruction, several out of the ordinary events
took place. Since it involves the logistics and organization established by the White
House, before and during your visit, | call your attention upon them.

Fifteen minutes before your arrival to the airport, my office received a phone call from Mr.
Fred DuVal to confirm my attendance to the Official Protocol Welcome. When one of my
assistants informed Mr. DuVal that no invitation had been extended nor received, he
apologized directly to me, took the necessary information for the security screening, and
assured me that everything was set and that | would not confront any problems upon my
arrival.

Although running against the clock, | arrived to the airport with enough time for your
welcome, but the results were not what | expected. An employee of the Governor of
Puerto Rico did not allow me to access the “VIP" area. Consequently, | called Mr. DuVal
through my cellular phone and he spoke directly with the employee, but when the
conversation finished it was already late since you had step down from the airplane.
Before leaving, | notice that the same thing was done to the Senate Minority Leader, Hon.
Antonio Fas-Alzamora,

Once again, | spoke with Mr. DuVal and told him about the lack of respect of the
Governor's employee towards his instructions and the treatment | received. Mr. DuVal
assured me that this was an extraordinary situation and askad to “please” be at your
departure, not before assuring me that he would personally take control of security and
the entire event for both the Senate Minority Leader and myself

After several communications between my assistants and DuVal’'s office the

Tale (7R7) 723-5758 - 724-5559 - 721-6040 - Exts, 2481 / 2482 Fax: 722-0900 - 725-6537
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arrangements were made, the names of the security contacts were given and the
entrance was assured. | arrive half an hour early to the airport and the same employee
was there. He told my assistant that he had received severai calls giving him specific
instructions for our attendance, but once again he did not foliow them and defied the
White House instructions. He let us in when you were already boarding the airplane,
although he had avaitable transportation for us to meet you on time.

The name of the Governor's employee is Rafael Martinez-Colon who is the Auxiliary Sub-
Secretary of Administration in the State Department of Puerto Rico. | notified Mr. DuVal
of my amazement and disgust with the entire operation and he express that the lack of
civility, respect and organization of the Governor's s employee was an insult to the
authority of the White House and instructions over the organization of your visit {o Puerto
Rico.

Consequently, | am forced to express my deepest aversion towards this shameful
situation, which was the result of the local government employee’s actions and of the
White House Staff lack of organization who were in charge of yeur visit to Puerto Rico. As
Minority Leader of the Popular Democratic Party in the House of Representatives | must
repudiate this treatment and the means of dealing with something so simple like
controlling who can welcome you to simply say “thanks for your sincere concemns towards
our people's needs”. In order to get things done right, they have to be made in advance
and with strict measures to guarantee their success.

Therefore, | use this mean of communication to express my most sincere appreciation for
your prompt respond to Puerto Rico's needs. | hope thal during my next visit to
Washington D.C. we can meet in your office or in the place of your preference in order to
personally thank you on behalf of my people. For now | can only regret this entire
episode.

Sincerely,
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Commonwealth of Puerte Rico
House of Representatives

The Capitol
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00901

Hon. Anibal Acevedo Vila

House Minority Leader
Popular Democratic Party

October 2, 1998

Hillary Rodham-Clinton
Office of the First Lady

100 Old Executive Building
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mrs. Rodham-Clinton:

The path of the Hurricane Georges through Puerto Rico left a trail of unprecedented
damages and sufferings. On your recent visit to the Island you had the chance to directly
see and feel the pain of entire families who lost their houses. their belongings and in
many cases their positivism towards life.

As you so clearly stated, these are times of working together for the benefit of all Puerto
Ricans. The emergency help sent by the Federal Government will facilitate the
reconstruction of houses and the recovery of our stability. Therefore, in order to achieve
this common goal it is indispensable to reorganize the actual operational structure in
Puerto Rico of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (‘FEMA").

Today, more than eleven days after the hurricane passed, there are.still thousands of
families that have not being able to contact a FEMA representative to notify their losses or
to get any kind of orientation regarding the benefits available. The problem resides in the
organization of the relief operation. Instead of help going direcctly to the municipalities
FEMA Is using the local central government as intermediaries which has the result of
delaying the entire process.

Consequently, | wrote a letter to Mr. James Lee Witt, Director of FEMA, recommending
several measures to assure an effective and prompt attention.of the emergency needs.
Since the one eight hundred (1-800) number provided to contact FEMA is not enough
when compared with the demand the following measures where proposed: first, increase
the number of Spanish speaking phone operators since less th:an thirty percent (30%) of
Puerto Rico's population speak English fluently; second, establish temporary FEMA
offices in each one of Puerto Rico’s municipalities in order to speed and facilitate the
access to the emergency help; and third, FEMA personnel should visit the different
emergency shelters to obtain the necessary information and guarantee the relief of the
persons that qualify for the federal help.

Tels. (787) 723-5758 - 724-5559 - 721-6040 - Exts. 2481 / 2482 Fax: 722-0900 - 725-6537


















































