





Policy Regions

The Department of State Foreign Affairs Network
(DOSFAN) provides a one-stop World Wide Web site
for a wide variety of foreign policy and other informa-
tion from the U.S. State Department at:

http://www.state.gov

This user-friendly web home page guides you to in-
formation on foreign policy, State Department organi-
zation and services, travel and consular information,
support for U.S. businesses, procurement, careers,
the counter-terrorism rewards program, and much
more.

For Assistance

DOSFAN is a cooperative arrangement between the
U.S. Department of State and the federal depository
library at the University of lllinois at Chicago which

The Department

Qutreach Services

provides technical and reference support for informa-
tion managed by the Office of Public Communication,
Bureau of Public Affairs. Please email technical ques-
tions about this site to:

doswork@uic.edu

For More Information

For information on the material released on DOSFAN
and for other State Department services such as fax-
on-demand, please contact the Bureau of Public Af-
fairs at:

Public Information

Bureau of Public Affairs, Rm. 6808
U.S. Department of State
Washington, DC 20520-6810
(202) 647-6575
publicaffairs @ panet.us-state.gov

Listservs

You can automatically receive State Department in-
formation via email. Subscribe to listservs by com-
pleting the online subscription form on our web site
at http://www.state.gov/www/listservs.html. You
also may subscribe by sending an email to

LISTSERV@LISTSERV.UIC.EDU. In the message
body type: SUBSCRIBE LISTNAME YOURNAME.
Be sure to replace YOURNAME portion with your own
name—or if preferred, ANONYMOUS—and the
LISTNAME with the name of one of the following lists
to which you want to subscribe.

Listname Description

DOSBRIEF State Department press briefings

DOSPDIEM Notification of updates of foreign travel
per diem rates

Background Notes

Speeches/testimonies by the Secretary

of State

Speeches/testimonies by other Senior
State Department officials

Notification of new issue of Dispatch
magazine

DOSBACK
DOSSEC

DOSSDO

DOSDISP

Secretary of StaW

Madeleine Korbel Albright e

You directly can access all the
speeches, testimonies, interviews,
and other remarks by Secretary
Madeleine Albright under "What the
Secretary Has Been Saying" at:

http://secretary.state.gov

Follow the Secretary on her foreign
trips under "Travels With the Sec-
retary," where you can read all the

material released while the Secre-
tary was abroad and the press kits
prepared for her trip. Under
*Reaching Out to Americans," you
can find the Secretary's speeches
prepared for her visits to cities
within the U.S. as well as the State
Department's town meeting
schedule. "Meet the Secretary" in-
cludes her biography, interview on

"60 Minutes," and her web chat with
students from around the world.

The Secretary also wants to know
your opinions on foreign policy
which you can email to her at
secretary @state.gov. The Bureau
of Public Affairs reviews all emails
sent to this address and responds
on behalf of the Secretary.




“The influence of American leadership is as
deeply felt in the world today as it has ever
been. Our economy is strong, our alliances are
firm, our military is the best, and the demo-
cratic values we cherish are embraced by a
greater portion of the world than ever before.”

—Secretary of State Madeleine Albright

The International Affairs Budget

To continue American leadership, the FY 1999 international
affairs budget serves seven national interests on behalf of the
American people:

* Protecting national security.
¢ Promoting economic prosperity.
¢ Protecting American citizens and U.S. borders.

e Curtailing international crime, narcotics trafficking,
and terrorism.

* Promoting core values of democracy and human
rights.

¢ Providing humanitarian assistance.

* Protecting American interests on a new range of
global issues—particularly those relating to the environ-
ment, population, and the spread of contagious diseases
around the world.

For more information on the NIS and the FY 1999
International Affairs Budget Request, please see the
State Department’s web site at:

http:/iwww.state.gov

First Lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton

Briefing of the First Lady
On Her Trip to the New Independent States

The Department of State
Dean Acheson Auditorium
February 17, 1998




“It is our obligation to stay engaged in this region
Jor the foreseeable future. I believe that we must
Jfocus our programs in even greater emphasis on
having direct impact on people to ease their
transitional difficulties: to increase our credibility
as a caring people; and to give hope and confi-
dence to those undergoing this process. We should
gear our programs to women, youth and small
business enterprise, all of which are critical to
democratic transformation. We should also build
on and expand the Partnership for Freedom
initiative which is designed to promote economic
growth, particularly through small business in the
regions and to develop civil society through
humanitarian assistance, partnerships, work with
non-governmental organizations, exchanges and
training. ”’

——Hillary Rodham Clinton

The Partnership for Freedom

The transition of the New Independent States (NIS) of the
former Soviet Union to stable market democracies will

dramatically enhance our national security. The Partnership

for Freedom is the cooperative mechanism by which the
United States will participate in and influence this historic
transition.

The Partnership for Freedom will encourage economic
growth through entrepreneurship at the local level and will
create relationships and linkages that will contribute to the
transition to democracy.

Briefing of the First Lady

On Her Trip to the New Independent States

2:40 pm

2:43 pm

2:45 pm

3:00 pm

4:00 pm

4:25 pm

Dean Acheson Auditorium
February 17, 1998

Ambassador Richard Morningstar: Opening remarks

USAID Administrator J. Brian Atwood: Introduction

Secretary of State Madeleine Albright: Remarks

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton: Remarks and
slide presentation

Question-and-answer period

Ambassador L. Craig Johnstone: Remarks

Question-and-answer period

Program concludes



Fact Sheet

U.S. INFORMATION AGENCY
PROGRAMS IN THE
NEW INDEPENDENT STATES

OVERVIEW

The United States Information Agency (USIA) programs in the New Independent States (NIS)
promote the development of free-market economies and democratic institutions. The principal tool
mechanism USIA employs in its programs is the exchange visit, which ranges from short-term
visitor programs to academic degree programs. In-country training by U.S. experts, book programs,
and broadcast news compliments USIA exchanges and information services.

USIA’s programs in the NIS are funded through two mechanisms: base funding, appropriated
directly from Congress to USIA; and Freedom Support Act funding, appropriated by Congress
under the Foreign Assistance Act and targeted to promote democratic and economic reforms in the
NIS. USIA Freedom Support Act-funded programs have focused specifically on the following
issues: democratization, rule of law, free market reform, free and independent media, and
educational reform.

In recent years, Freedom Support Act funding for the NIS has decreased as programs become self-
supporting and private sector investment -- including cost sharing -- increases. Congress allocated
approximately $625 million in FY 97 ($36.04 million to USIA) with special emphasis on democracy
building programs in Belarus. Of the monies directed to Russia, priority was given to reaching out
to the regions. In Russia, 80 percent of all USIA program funds reach outside the cosmopolitan
centers of Moscow and St. Petersburg.

In FY 98, USIA expects to receive $60.7 million in Freedom Support Act Funds to support the
exchange of approximately 4,300 participants. These funds will be used to support a program
created from the objectives of the Vital Voices Conference held in Vienna, Austria in July 1997;
implement the U.S./EU Democracy and Civil Society Awards program that was announced at the
May 1997 U.S. - EU Summit; and conduct the Presidential Management Training Initiative, a pilot
program developed to meet President Yeltsin’s request to train Russian enterprise managers in
modern management techniques.

USIA@®Office of East European and NIS Affairs® Washington, D.C. 20547 ®Tel: 202-619-4563 ®Fax: 202-401-6893



ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

High School Exchange Programs

NIS Secondary School Initiative: Launched in January 1993 by Senator Bill Bradley under the
Freedom Support Act, this initiative promotes the exchange of high school- students and teachers
through grants to private not-for-profit organizations and educational institutions. The program now
offers two types of exchanges:

Future Leaders Exchange Program(FLEX): Since 1993, more than 6,725 students from the NIS
countries have spent one academic year attending schools and living with host families throughout

the U.S. The recruitment and selection process for this program is conducted by the American
Council of Teachers of Russian (ACTR) and Youth for Understanding (YFU). The selection is
based on English ability, personality factors, social skills, academic achievement and leadership
potential. All students receive an extensive orientation to life in America and pursue a full course
of study at an American high school. School and host family placement and overall student
monitoring is conducted by private U.S. organizations awarded USIA grants.

School Linkage Program: To date over 13,000 NIS and U.S. students, teachers, and school
administrators have participated in reciprocal exchanges of three weeks to one semester in the host
country. Partnerships were established between 100 U.S. schools and 100 NIS schools (except
Azerbaijan, Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan). This program stimulates community support, kindles
an interest in language acquisition and area studies, and fosters ongoing institutional ties. It also
provides access to resources for curriculum development and educational fraining that promote
educational reform and institution building. Grantees include exchange organizations, universities,
and state and local school systems. For more information, contact:

NIS Secondary School Initiative
Office of Citizen Exchanges
Tel: 202-619-6299

Secondary School Teacher Exchange Programs

Awards for Excellence in Teaching: Funded by the Freedom Support Act, these high-profile,
nationwide programs will recognize the best teachers of English and American Studies in the two
countries. The regional winners will receive educational equipment and/or materials for their
schools valued up to $2,200; the national winners will attend a seven- to eight-week professional
enrichment program in the U.S. Under the FY 98, 375 regional winners from Russia, Ukraine,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan will receive educational equipment for their schools and
national winners will attend a six-week professional enrichment program in the U.S. FY-97 national
winners will be selected in spring 1998 and travel to the U.S. during the summer of 1998. This
program is administered by the American Council of Teachers of Russian (ACTR). For more
information, contact:



NIS Secondary School Initiative
Office of Citizen Exchanges
Tel: 202-619-6299

Freedom Support Act Funded Teacher Exchange Programs: During FY-97, seventeen teachers
arrived from seven NIS countries (Armenia, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Moldova, Russian, and
Ukraine) and five U.S. teachers placed in Moldova, Russia, and Ukraine completed their year-long
exchanges in U.S. and NIS respectively. In FY 98, 100 secondary school teachers and school
administrators from Russia and Ukraine will be selected to travel to the U.S. to learn about
curriculum development and teaching methodologies. Participants will be placed in U.S.
communities with previous linkages with their particular region. For more information on teacher

exchange programs, contact:
Teacher Exchange Branch
Advising, Teaching and Specialized Programs Division
Tel: 202-619-4555

Freedom Support Act Partners in Education Program: This program supports democratic and
educanonal reform in Russia and Ukraine by advancing the development of civics education in NIS
school systems. Over the course of two semesters (Spring 1998 and Fall 1998) 90 secondary school
social studies educators and administrators from ten oblasts in Russia and Ukraine will participate
in five-week community-based training and internship programs at U.S. secondary schools.
Participants will be provided with homestays and will be paired with a faculty mentor at the host
institution. Intemship activities will include class observation, presentations, school board and PTA
meetings, collection of teaching materials, and professional development workshops. Recruitment
in Russia is limited to educators and administrators from the oblasts of Khabarovsk, Krasnoyarsk,
Nizhniy Novgorod, Rostov, Samara and Yekaterinburg. Recruitment in Ukraine is limited to
Kharkiv, Kiev, Lviv, and Odessa oblasts. An outbound program component for 20 U.S. participants
will be included in this program. A grant was awarded to ACTR/ACCELS to administer the
program. For more information, contact:

Teacher Exchange Branch
Advising, Teaching and Specialized Programs Division
Tel: 202-619-4555

Faculty-level Academic Exchange Programs

Fulbright Scholarship Program: USIA's Fulbright Senior Scholar Program brings university
faculty from all countries of the NIS to the United States to conduct research for periods ranging
from one semester to one academic year. Their American counterparts travel to the NIS on lecturer
or lectuning/research programs where they are based at NIS institutions of higher learning. During
FY 97, 65 U.S. and 82 NIS professors participated in the program. Prospective foreign scholars
should submit applications to the USIS or Fulbright Office in the individual's home country.
Prospective U.S. participants should contact the Council for International Exchange of Scholars
(CIES) at 202-686<4000 (tel) or 202-362-3442 (fax). Additional information can be obtained from:
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European Program Branch
Academic Exchange Programs Division
Tel: 202-619-4420

Regional Scholar Exchange Program: The Regional Scholar Exchange Program (RSEP) is a
merit-based open competition that selects scholars in the social sciences and humanities from all
countries of the NIS to receive research fellowships at U.S. universities. Similarly, the RSEP selects
Ph.D. candidates and scholars from the U.S. to receive research fellowships at universities and
institutes in the NIS. Fellowships are one semester or up to one academic year. All fellows are
matched with host advisors who guide their research. The RSEP empowers scholars to research,
write, and publish--based on access to the resource materials and specialists of the host country--
studies that advance the state of knowledge in their specific fields in their home countries. In FY
98, 100 NIS and 10 U.S. scholars will be selected to begin their fellowships in March and August
1998. USIA awarded a grant to the International Research & Exchanges Board (IREX), in
partnership with the Kennan Institute for Advanced Russian Studies to administer the program. For

more information, contact:
European Programs Branch
Academic Exchange Programs Division
Tel: 202-205-0525

Freedom Support Act Fellowships in Contemporary Issues: This merit-based open competition
selects highly qualified citizens of the NIS who are engaged in the political, economic, social, and
educational transformation of their countries to receive fellowships at U.S. universities, think tanks,
NGOs, or government offices. All FSA Fellows in Contemporary Issues conduct research on topics
that help to advance the transition to democracy, free markets, and the building of a civil society in
their countries. Fellows are matched with U.S. host advisors who guide their research, writing,
professional development, advocacy skills, and participation in U.S. conferences and seminars. FSA
Contemporary Issues fellowships are awarded for periods of three, six, or eight months. Sixty-seven
NIS policy-makers, NGO leaders, professionals, and scholars will be selected to begin their
programs in spring/summer 1998. The International Research & Exchanges Board and the Kennan
Institute received a partnership grant to administer the program. For more information, contact:

European Programs Branch
Academic Exchange Programs Division
Tel: 202-205-0525

Faculty Incentive Fellowship Program: Junior faculty in the field of social sciences and
humanities from universities in Belarus, Russia, and Ukraine are selected through a merit-based
competition to receive awards for this program. Fellows spend one semester per year at host
universities in the U.S. developing new teaching methodologies and curricula, and one semester per
year at their home universities testing new courses and materials. For more information, contact:

European Programs Branch
Academic Exchange Programs Division
Tel: 202-205-0525



Junior Faculty Development Program (JFDP): This Freedom Support Act-funded program is
an open, merit-based competition that offers fellowships at U.S. universities in the fields of business
administration, communications/journalism, economics, law, library administration, library science,
public administration, and university administration to promising young faculty from Russia and
Ukraine. JFDP fellows are placed at U.S. universities for one academic year where they conduct
research, attend classes, and work with a mentor to develop curriculun in their fields. During the
1997-1998 academic year, 27 scholars (22 Russian, 5 Ukraine) are being hosted by universities in
the U.S. The JFDP is administered in the U.S. by the Council for the International Exchange of
Scholars (CIES). In Russia and Ukraine, JFDP activities, including recruitment and selection, are
administered by the American Council of Teachers of Russian (ACTR). For more information,

contact:
European Program Branch
Academic Exchange Programs Division
Tel: 202-619-4420

U.S. - Eurasia Internet Access and Teaining Program: The purpose of this program is to provide
sustainable access to and training in e-mail, Internet, and the World Wide Web for alumni of U.S.
government-sponsored exchange and training programs and their colleagues in Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Belarus, Georgia, Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, the Russian Federation, Ukraine, and
Uzbekistan. In FY-98, IATP will establish and/or expand 25 new Internet Training Centers;
conduct “training of Internet trainer programs”; provide Internet training to groups; assist NIS
institutions to establish and maintain Web sites; and conduct pilot projects on distance education
with the American Centers for Distance Education and an Internet training and online resource for
women in Central Asia entitled “Women on the Web” For more information, contact:

European Programs Branch
Academic Exchange Programs Division
Tel: 202-205-0525

Graduate-level Academic Exchange Programs

Edmund S. Muskie Fellowship Program: The Edmund S. Muskie Fellowship Program selects
outstanding citizens from the NIS and the Baltics to receive scholarships for Master's-level study
and professional development programs in the United States in the fields of business administration,
economics, law, and public administration. Candidates are recruited through an open, merit-based
competition. Fellows enroll in graduate degree, certificate, professional development, and
non-degree programs lasting one to two academic years, and take part in an eight- to twelve- week
internship during the summer following the first academic year. In FY 97, 100 fellowships were
awarded. To date 808 fellows have studied under this program. In FY 98, 106 scholarships will
be awarded. For more information, contact:

European Programs Branch
Academic Exchange Programs Division
Tel: 202-205-0525
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Freedom Support Act Graduate Fellowship Program: Through a merit-based competition, this
program selects outstanding citizens from the NIS to receive scholarships for Master's-level study
and professional development programs in the United States in the fields of business administration,
communications/journalism, economics, education administration, law, library and information
science, public administration, and public policy. Fellows enroll in graduate degree, certificate,
professional development, and non-degree programs lasting one to two academic years and take part
in eight- to twelve- week internships during the summer following the first academic year. The 99
FY 97 fellows arrived in the U.S. in June 1997 to begin their programs. The program is
administered by the American Council of Teachers of Russian (ACTR) and the Soros
Foundations/Open Society Institute (Soros/OSI). For more information, contact:

European Programs Branch
Academic Exchange Programs Division
Tel: 202-205-0525

Undergraduate-level Academic Exchange Programs

Freedom Support Act Undergraduate Program: This program provides fellowships for
undergraduate students from the NIS to study in the U.S. in the fields of agriculture, business
administration, communications/journalism, computer science, criminal justice studies, economics,
education, environmental management, government, library and information sciences, public
policy, and sociology. Students are selected to study for one academic year in accredited four-year
universities or colleges, or community college through an open, merit-based competition, and may
either live on campus or with a host-family. In FY 97, USIA awarded fellowships to 176 NIS
undergraduate students to study in the U.S. The American Council of Teachers of Russian and
Youth For Understanding (YFU) received grants to administer this program. For more information,

contact:
European Programs Branch
Academic Exchange Programs Division
Tel: 202-205-0525

Student Advising: USIA funds 15 NIS Educational Information Centers (EICs) directly or through
cooperative agreements with IREX, ACTR, and Soros/OSI. In addition, USIA provides books and
materials to approximately 20 independent educational advising centers which are typically
affiliated with a university, or operated by NGOs or the Peace Corps. USIA also provides training
opportunities for professional educational advisers from the NIS. NIS EICs provide information
about opportunities for study in the United States and the admissions process, assist U.S. college and
university recruiters in the region, and support recruitment, re-entry, and alumni activities for
USIA's academic exchange programs.

Regional Educational Advising Consultancy (REAC): This consultancy position is based in
Moscow and serves as a resource for all NIS educational information centers. The NIS REAC
assists in the development of the network of NIS educational information centers (currently



estimated at 60) by setting up training activities for advisers, conducting site visits at the request of
centers or USIS posts, distributing current information about the U.S. educational system, and
providing guidance about establishing and maintaining advising centers according to professional
advising standards. For more information on these programs, contact:

Advising and Student Services Branch
Advising, Teaching and Specialized Programs Division
Tel: 202-619-5434

University Affiliations/Partnerships: This program is designed to promote curriculum
development and administrative reform in Russian and NIS colleges and universities. These grants
support programs for up to three years in the fields of communication/journalism, law,
economics/business, public administration, public policy, government, education, and educational
reform. Although many of these grants expired at the end of FY 96, the linkages have been
sustained through other activities and funding sources. In FY 97, a limited competition provided
funding to seven partnerships. The majority of these funds were used to pay travel and related per
diem costs for participants.

College & University Affiligtions: This annual, worldwide program awards grants to support three-
year affiliations which consist mostly of faculty and staff exchanges.

Russian University Social Science Partnerships: This Freedom Support Act-funded program is

designed to promote curriculum development and administrative reform in Russian colleges and
universities. Programs carried out under these partnerships include materials development, writing
of new curricula, training and team teaching, library development and librarian training, and
administrative development.

NIS Linkage Program: This program provides support for institutional partnerships between
colleges and universities in the U.S. and the New Independent States (excluding the Russian
Federation).

For more information on university linkage and partnership programs, contact:

Specialized Programs Unit
Advising, Teaching, and Specialized Programs Division
Tel: 202-619-5289

CIVIC EDUCATION PROGRAMS

To aid in the transition from communist to civil society, USIA developed a series of region-wide
programs in Central and Eastern Europe countries that nurtured the development of indigenous
materials and trainings and advanced the concepts of democracy and citizenship that the U.S.
government promotes world-wide. USIA’s civic education strategy in these regions emphasizes



teacher training and curriculum development; networking among government, NGOs and educators;
and broadening support for civic education by governments, financial institutions, for-profit
companies and others.

Civic education projects are supported through USIA exchanges, Democracy Funds, and Book
programs. The Civic Education Curriculum Development Program assists educators from the NIS
in developing a framework for civic education that advances democratic values which can be applied
to the development of national and local curricula. In FY-97, one individual and four groups of
participants traveled under the International Visitor Program to learn more about civic education in
the U.S. To date, the Democracy Funds Small Grants Program has awarded more than eleven grants
dedicated to civic education. Many University Partnerships/Affiliations linkages have civic
educahon components and the Secondary School and Partnerships in Education programs promote
civic educahon as a priority in student and teacher exchange programs and curriculum development.
For more information on USIA’s Civic Education Programs, contact:

Nancy O’Neill
Office of East European and NIS Affairs
Tel: 202-619-4563

ENGLISH TRAINING PROGRAMS

English Teaching Fellow Program: This program providesrecent M.A. graduates in TESL/TEFL
with the opportunity to teach abroad at universities, teacher training colleges, bi-national centers,
or other host country institutions that use English teaching as a means to promote cultural
understanding. Fellows’ assignments may also include materials/test development or teacher
training activities. The English Teaching Fellow Program is administered by the School for
International Training (SIT).

EFL Fellow Program: This program sends mid-career EFL teacher-trainers and ESP/EFL
specialists to the NIS and EE for one academic year to promote the teaching of English as a vehicle
for developing democracies throughout the region. Fellows train local teachers of English or teach
English for Specific Purposes (ESP) to professionals. Fellows may have additional responsibilities
that could include curmiculum development, developing in-service seminars for host-country teacher
trainers, and the introduction of supplementary U.S. teaching materials.

The English Teaching Forum: Begun in 1963, this quarterly journal for teachers of English as a
foreign or second language consists of articles contributed by readers worldwide. Additional
material is provided by editors or commissioned by experts in the field. Articles discuss the theory
and practice of teaching English and include methods, techniques and ideas to be used in the
classroom.

For more information on English training programs, contact:
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The Fiscal Year 1999 Budget for International Affairs
(Function 150)

Fact Sheet released by the Office of Resources, Plans, and Policy, February 11, 1998.

"The influence of American leadership is as deeply felt in the world today as it has
ever been. Our economy is strong, our alliances are firm, our military is the best,
and the democratic values we cherish are embraced by a greater portion
of the world than ever before."

Madeleine K. Albright,
Secretary of State

Overview of the Function 150 Budget

Recent public opinion polls show that 66% of Americans believe that the U.S. should take an active
role in the world. U.S. engagement is supported by the fiscal year 1999 (FY 1999) intenational
affairs budget request of $20.15 billion. This amount is $1 billion over FY 1998 funding and
includes $502 million for arrears to multilateral development banks. This budget is just one percent
of the total federal budget--about one penny of each tax dollar.

The U.S. continues to rank last among the world's 21 wealthiest nations in the percent of its Gross
National Product provided to foreign assistance. In 1985, the U.S. Government budget for
international affairs programs accounted for 2.5% of the entire federal budget. Since then, foreign
affairs spending dropped over 50% in real terms.

The FY 1999 budget represents a gradual reversal of the declining trend in our Federal Government
spending for international affairs programs and activities; it provides a clear signal of the importance
of our commitment to maintain our investment in American leadership.

What Programs Comprise the FY 1999 International Affairs Budget?

The international affairs budget supports programs and activities that bring positive benefits to
American citizens.

Security programs establish and maintain alliances that promote peace worldwide. The budget
invests over $5.5 billion on nonproliferation, disarmament, and controls on weapons of mass
destruction; peacekeeping, anti-terrorism, and training; and treaty implementation and economic
support to avert regional conflicts and the threat of war through bilateral and multilateral programs
and organizations. The Function 150 budget proposes strengthening the NATO alliance; progressing
the Middle East Peace Process; and securing peace in Guatemala, Haiti, Ireland, the Great Lakes
Region of Africa, and other nations in conflict.

Economic programs are approximately $5 billion of the $20.15 billion international affairs budget
and support the Export-Import Bank, intemnational financial institutions, the Overseas Private
Investment Corporation, the Trade and Development Agency, and other bilateral trade and economic
investment programs. With U.S. exports of goods and services accounting for more than one-third of
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U.S. economic growth in the past seven years, and U.S. export jobs growing five times more than
any other sector, sustaining our investments overseas offers opportunity for greater future U.S.
market expansion.

American citizens and U.S. border programs are supported through the U.S. embassy
infrastructure overseas and over $300 million in passport, immigration, and travel safety programs
for Americans who travel and work abroad. In 1995 alone, more than 48 million Americans traveled
beyond our hemisphere--more than half of them to developing countries.

Law enforcement programs managed by the State Department curtail the trafficking of illicit
drugs, corrupt practices, and organized crime and are proposed at over $550 million in FY 1999.
Drug eradication and alternative production programs comprise over $200 million, just about half of
what Americans spent on flower garden bulbs in 1995.

Democracy and human rights programs encompass over $1 billion of the budget and provide
long-term benefits to Americans whether involved in international business or residing at home.
Democracy programs include the promotion of civil society; democratic and judicial institution
building; war crimes tribunals; and education and training in Africa, Latin America, Asia, Europe
and the New Independent States.

Humanitarian response programs providing relief to world victims of disaster, emergencies, and
civil strife will be supported by $1.6 billion of the FY 1999 Function 150 budget. In 1997, one in
225 people worldwide were under the care of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
carrying out humanitarian relief programs the U.S. supports. Presidential Initiative "Demining 2010"
proposes to increase humanitarian relief to 21 countries in eliminating land mines.

Environment, health, and population programs comprise about 10% of the FY 1999 international
affairs budget serving global interests of U.S. citizens. At current growth rates, our world population
increases by 90 million--the equivalent of a new Mexico--each year, or a new China every decade.
Ninety percent of population growth is in the developing world. Overpopulation threatens even the
best of resources--housing, health, and the environment--and it is a contributing source of illegal
immigration. Education, health care, child survival, agricultural development, pollution control, and
safe energy production are only a few of the development activities supported by the Function 150
budget.

Public diplomacy and diplomatic readiness represents $3.5 billion proposed in the budget for
maintaining our investment in the U.S. Government's embassies; its infrastructure platform; and
services that support American diplomats, businesses, and citizens in their overseas activities. It also
includes worldwide communications systems managed by the U.S. Information Agency. Scheduled
construction and maintenance of embassies, upgrades of communications systems, and continuation
of the availability of language proficient Foreign Service professionals at key posts throughout the
world are all necessary to supporting U.S. leadership.

[End of Document]

Return to the DOSFAN Home Page
This is an official U.S. Government source for information on the WWW. Inclusion of non-U.S.
Government links does not imply endorsement of contents.




SABIT

SPECIAL AMERICAN BUSINESS INTERNSHIP
TRAINING PROGRAM

A U.S. Government-private sector partnership program providing
technical assistance to the New Independent States of the former
Soviet Union.

SABIT, the Special American Business Internship Training Program, was established in 1990 by the

International Trade Administration at the U.S. Department of Commerce in Washington, DC. The
program’s goal is to support economic restructuring in the New Independent States of the former Soviet
Union (NIS) -- Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russia,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan. With an experienced staff in both Washington and the
NIS, SABIT places mid- to senior-level managers, scientists, and engineers from the NIS in internships
with small, medium, and large U.S. businesses and organizations throughout the United States. The
internships focus on industry training and exposure to Western management concepts and market-based
economic fundamentals which are crucial to strengthening economic growth and attracting
foreign investment in the NIS. SABIT also provides both the U.S. host organizations and
NIS “interns” or “trainees” with a unique opportunity to develop and maintain
business partnerships that are the key to success in today’s global market.

America’s interest in supporting the
economies. SABIT’s programs not
improve infrastructure in the NIS, but
friendly market which will foster new

SABIT is a visible demonstration of g
NIS’ transition to free-market =
only aim to revitalize industry and
also seek to create a more investment-
business development throughout the NIS. SABIT exposes business executives and
industry specialists to a new way of thinking in which demand, customer satisfaction, and the
“bottom line” drive production. Interns return home armed with the practical knowledge needed for
restructuring their businesses and transforming their economies into modern, efficient, private sector-
oriented systems. U.S. companies that participate have an opportunity to network with contacts from the
NIS, to expose their products and services to potential business partners or customers, and to expand U.S.
exports and investment. Furthermore, SABIT increases American competitiveness by establishing
relationships with a cadre of newly trained, influential business people in the NIS who are more favorable
to doing business with the United States.

SABIT Programs
SABIT offers two types of training programs for specialists from the NIS: 1) the SABIT Grant Program

and 2) the Specialized Training Programs. The Grant Program provides training to individual English-
speaking managers and scientists from the NIS at a single U.S. company or institution for a period of 3-6
months. This program focuses on management training and commercial application of research and
development and reimburses U.S. hosts for a portion of the training costs. Specialized SABIT programs
bring groups of 15-25 specialists from the NIS to the United States for six weeks of industry-specific
training at a variety of companies and sites across the country. Through this format, the trainees become
familiar with a U.S. industry sector and its regulations, establish valuable business relationships, learn about
innovative technologies, equipment, and services, and come to understand market-based business concepts.

For Further Information contact SABIT @ Tel: (202) 482-0073 or E-mail SABIT@usita.gov



PARTNERSHIP FOR FREEDOM

Rationale

The transition of the New Independent States of the former
Soviet Union (NIS) to stable market democracies will
dramatically enhance our national security. Our continued
engagement with the NIS is critical to this process. Since
late 1991, these twelve nations have been struggling to
restructure their economies toward market mechanisms and
reform their governments toward democracies--actions that
clearly benefit U.S. national interests. The Partnership
for Freedom is the cooperative mechanism by which the United
States will participate in and influence this historic
transformation.

Components

Three factors drive the Partnership for Freedom: 1l)progress
toward institutional reform in many of the NIS, 2)the need
to supplement this progress by reinforcing the transition to
democracy with strong relationships and linkages between our
peoples, and 3)the need to encourage economic growth,
particularly in the regions away from capitals.

e In several of the NIS, the foundations for democratic
government and market economies are basically in place-
constitutions, laws, courts, capital markets—often as a

result of our assistance over the past five years. This
1s allowing us to phase out the technical assistance that
has been instrumental in achieving this progress. This

is most evident in Russia.

e Because economic and democratic reform in these countries
is a generational process, we need to maintain our
presence and influence in these societies. Hence,
Partnership for Freedom emphasizes exchanges,
partnerships and other cooperative activities that
support the development of «civil societies, provide
benefits to both sides and establish long-term linkages
between Americans and the peoples of the NIS.

e Finally, while the foundations for economic growth are 1in
place, most of these economies are growing only slowly,
if at all. The Partnership for Freedom——with it’'s
emphasis on removing barriers to investment, supporting
small business particularly 1in the regions away from

capitals, providing capital to small and medium
enterprises and training to entrepreneurs--adds a bottom-
up element to our support for economic reform. To be

sustained, economic and political stability regquires job-
creating economic growth.

Office of the Coordinator of U.S. Assistance to the NIS
United States Department of State
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U.S. policy toward the New Independent States is motivated by the memory that for nearly 50
years after the end of World War II the principal threat to the security of the United States
came from the Soviet Union. Six years ago, 12 new states became independent. Since then,
they have been engaged in a historic struggle to transform their societies from centrally
planned communist authoritarian regimes hostile toward the United States and the West into
more democratic forms of government, cooperating as partners with the United States and
Western allies and building market-oriented economies. Our strategy is to use all the
diplomatic and assistance tools available to ensure that this transformation is successful. We
are advancing freedom and democracy and promoting economic opportunity for these peoples
and for American business, so that no such threat ever again arises from this region.

Over the past 6 years, the United States has worked with other donors to engage actively in the
NIS. We quickly established diplomatic missions. We instituted intensive government contacts
and assistance programs to advance economic and political reform and to promote regional
stability. Key among these have been Joint Commissions with Russia, Ukraine, Kazakhstan,
and, most recently, Uzbekistan. We successfully realized the denuclearization of Ukraine,
Kazakhstan, and Belarus. We now confront a range of proliferation issues -- most importantly
concerning Iran -- with Russia, Ukraine and various other states. Weak, cash-strapped states
that inherited weapons of mass destruction and large parts of the Soviet Union's
military-industrial complex will continue to pose proliferation challenges. We will need to
pursue creative solutions, including, when necessary, tools, such as buyouts, to address
specific problems.

U.S. engagement has helped to contain and to move toward resolution a number of ethnic
conflicts in the NIS, especially in the Caucasus. As conflicts move toward resolution we will
need to devote resources to reconstruction to solidify the gains. We have seen substantial, but
mixed progress toward political and especially economic reform in most of the NIS, including
the creation of important new trade and investment opportunities for U.S. business. We are
working to help develop the energy resources of the Caspian Basin. We have forged close
political and economic links with most of these countries that should ensure that they
contribute to a stable, peaceful world.

Central elements of U.S. policies toward the region remain: political support for the
independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity of the NIS; advice and guidance in the
process of nation building; and especially tangible economic and technical aid for these states'
transition toward market democracy and integration into Western institutions. During the last 5
years, the United States has provided over $9 billion in grant assistance for NIS programs. We
have seen substantial positive results from this assistance toward democratization,
institution-building, the rule of law, privatization, and development of sound tax laws and
favorable investment climates.

These accomplishments, achieved by many U.S. Government agencies working together under
the direction of the Department of State, have been a bargain for the American taxpayer.
































