

















CHILD CARE TRUST: A PROFILE

Child Care Trust (CCT) is a registered not-for-profit
non-governmental organisation established with a
mission to provide quality health care and services for
Nigerian children and women of child bearing age. The
mission of CCT is premised on findings from several
studies which have indicated the magnitude of the
problems facing children and women in Nigeria who
constitute morethan 70 per cent ofthetotal population.

l All demographic indicators on Nigerian children and
women are danger signals to the health and socio-
economic status ofthis category of people. Thematernal

l and infant mortality rates of 800 per 100,000 and 87
per 1,000 respectively, underscore the very poor
health status of Nigerians, especially when compared

' with an industrialized nation like Francewith amaternal
mortality rate of 13 per 100,000 and infant mortality
rate of 7per 1,000. Even Egypt, a developing African

I nation like Nigeria, records a lower maternal mortality
rate of 155 per 100,00 and infant mortality rate of 62

l per 1,000.

The high morbidity and mortality rates brought about
by diseases whose causes are preventable have cast
ablight on our nation and by extension, on the national
economy. Child Care Trust is set to complement the
present efforts of the Federal Government through its
human focused health and social integration
programme which will also address that critical mass
of people known and referred to as disabled and
handicapped.
Vision

The vision of Child Care Trust is to upgrade the health
and socio-economic status of children (including
handicappedchildren)and women (especially women
of child-bearing age) in Nigeria and promote equal
opportunities for them with a view of ensuringa whole
and more fulfilling life for them.

Child Care Trust derives its mandate from various
policy statements and articles documented in several
publications, including the UN Convention on the



Rights of the Child (1991), the Nigerian National
Population Policy (1988), the Nairobi Forward-Looking
Strategies (1984), the Cairo Programme of Action
(ICPD, 1994) and the Beijing Declaration and Platform
for Action (FWWC, Beijing, 1995), among others.

Nigeriais signatory toall of these policy statements and
agreements which exhorts government and non-
governmental organisations to initiateand implement
population and health development programmes.

Child Care Trust willmark itsdebut in population and
health development programmes with its pilot
programme, Special Children Empowerment
Programme, which is focused on handicapped
children and their mothers.

Board of Trustees

Child Care Trust, as a non-government organisation,
is being governed by a Board of Trustees under the
chairmanship of Her Excellency, Chief (Mrs.) Stella
Obasanjo, First Lady of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
Other members of the Board include the following
personalities:

() From the United States of America:
Ted Turner
Carlton Masters
Andrew Young

(i) From Saudi Arabia
Sheik Yamani
Al-Fayed
(il From Nigeria
Professor Olikoye Ransome-iuti
(iv) Onemore African one European are expected to
Join the Board.

Sources of Fund

Child Care Trust is funded through contributions
from members of the Board of Trustees. Additional
funds are sourced from various Donor Agencies,
including the United Nations, European Union and
USAID aswell as several other bilateral donors, private
donors, philanthropic organisations/individuals.
Support from othercountries, organisations and private
individuals will be appreciatedto enhance sustainable
programming.
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Programme Objectives

By the year 2003, Special Children Empowerment
Programme will have achieved the following
objectives:

I.

Provide a conducive environment for the training
and rehabilitation of handicapped children
through the establishment ofaModel Centrethat
will adequately cater for at least 700 handicapped
children.

Provide comprehensive medical and social
welfare development facilities forallhandicapped
children in the Centre.

Develop adata bank which will serve as arepertoire
of information and demographic statistics on
handicapped children and handicapping
conditions throughout Nigeria.

Carry out research in areas of prevention of
disabilities, early intervention, training and
development opportunities for handicapped
children.

Develop aguideline foracomprehensive special
education programme for optimal use by existing
related institutions throughout the Federation.

Promoteamore cordial inter-personal relationship
between handicapped children and the larger
societythrough publicinformationand education.

Provide adequate academic and vocational skills
that willeconomically empowerasizeablenumber
of handicapped children in Nigeria for a self -
sustaining livelihood.

Support existing institutions through manpower
and institutional capacity development.

Provide appropriate training, counselling services
and information on the prevention and
management of disabilities for parents of
handicapped children (especially the mothers)
and women of child-bearing age.



Programme Justification

Special Children Empowerment Programme is
Jjustified on the following premise:

(1)

(2)

()

(4)

©)

Many children labelleddisabled are handicapped
only in particular, but not in all, situations. With
the right orientation and support, a new lease of
life will be injected into these special children
through this programme.

Every child has a right to education. With some
adaptations and modifications, and given the
required number of qualified staff and necessary
equipment, the programme will make availableto
handicapped children many educational
opportunities for regular school children.

Productivity isthe essence of living. Handicapped
children are fellow citizens who are entitled to
getting their dreams and aspirations actualised
like any other person in the nation. Given
appropriate and adequate care, most
handicapped children can live productive lives.

Public education on causes, management and
prevention of the various disabilities will greatly
reduce incidences of disability in children. It will
also break myths, dispel rumours and generally
improve interpersonal relationship between
disabled and non-disabled people.

Empowering the handicapped children
economically will relieve the burdens of their
dependency on their parents and the nation at
large.




ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE
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The operational spectrum of Special Children
Empowernnent Programme naturally stems from the
office of the First Lady who is the initiator of the
programme. However, there is need forthe participation
of various hands at different stages of implementation.
Hence, this organizational structure has been designed
as apictorial representation of the programme’s rmodus
operandi.















































































NotesTele.TXT
OF POVERTY AND TRAFFICKING IN WOMEN AND CHILDREN. ALL THE
WOMEN AGREED THAT UNTIL POVERTY IS ALLEVIATED IN NIGERIA,
WOMEN CANNOT EXERCISE FULLY THEIR POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC
RIGHTS. THE WOMEN NOTED THAT WHILE THE NIGERIAN
CONSTITUTION GRANTS THEM EQUAL RIGHTS, SOCIETY DOES NOT;

AND WOMEN, ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO ARE NOT MARRIED, ENDURE
SEVERE DISCRIMINATION.

IMPROVING WOMEN'S LIVES BENEFITS EVERYONE, ESPECIALLY

CHILDREN, WHO OFTEN SUFFER THE MOST. GREATER AND FAIRER

PARTICIPATION BY WOMEN IN POLITICS AND ECONOMIC ACTIVITY

WOULD HELP ENSURE THAT NIGERIA ACHIEVES ITS FULL ECONOMIC

POTENTIAL. THAT IS WHY MANY OF OUR ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

FOCUS ON PROVIDING MICRO-CREDIT AND BUSINESS TRAINING TO

WOMEN. THE AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT (USAID)

HAS PROVIDED SMALL GRANTS TO THIRTY-FOUR WOMEN AND YOUTH

GRASSROOTS NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN SIXTEEN

NIGERIAN STATES. THESE ORGANIZATIONS PROVED TO BE

INVALUABLE DURING THE RECENT ELECTIONS WHEN WOMEN HELPED ¥

TO REGISTER VOTBRS AND TO EDUCATE THEM ABOUT THE : -
CANDIDATES. OUR INTER-AGENCY ASSESSMENT TEAM HAS '
RECOMMENDED A BROAD RANGE OF ACTIVITIES TO BENEFIT WOMEN
AND.CHILDREN IN NIGERIA. UNDER EXISTING ACTIVITIES WE
SPONSORED A RECENT STUDY VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES BY A
GROUP OF FEMALE LEGISLATORS WHICH WAS VERY SUCCESSFUL.
OTHER ACTIVITIES ARE ALREADY UNDERWAY.

Iﬁ’CLOéING MR. PRESIDENT, I WISH TO EXPRESS MY
APPRECIATION FOR THE REMARKABLE POSITIVE CHANGES YOU HAVE
BROUGHT TO NIGERIA. AS YOU PURSUE YOUR HUMANE POLICIES, I
ASK THAT YOU CONTINUE TO DO YOUR UTMOST TO ENSURE GREATER
OPPORTUNITIES IN POLITICS AND THE ECONOMY FOR WOMEN
THROUGHOUT NIGERIA. IN PARTICULAR, I SALUTE YOUR
STEADFAST DEDICATION TO GIRLS' EDUCATION, A PREREQUISITE
FOR SUSTAINABLE PROCESS IN ANY SOCETY. AGAIN, MR.
PRESIDENT, I THANK YOU FOR YOUR PERSONAL ATTENTION TO
THESE ISSUES AND FOR THE WARM HOSPITALITY THAT YOU AND THE
NIGERIAN PEOPLE EXTENDED TO ME DURING MY VISIT.

SINCERELY, ”
MADELEINE K. ALBRIGHT
END TEXT.
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Washington, D.C. 20520

WOMEN IN NIGERIA

Women in politics and economics

Only six women occupy top-level positions in the government out of a total of 56 posts
(the Ministers of State for Health, Science and Technology, Defense, Water Resources,
Solid Minerals and Transport). Of the six, only one, the Minister of Transport, is in the
number one position. Though they hold ministerial rank, the other five hold Deputy
Minister positions. Three of 109 Senators are women and only 12 women were elected ©0
the 366-member House of Representatives. No women serve as Governors of Nigeria’s
36 states and only one serves as a Deputy Governor. Electoral procedures that compelled
voters to remain at polling places for several hours, discriminated against many women
who could not take time from family and work responsibilities.

Traditional religious and cultural practices assign women specific roles and restrict their
access to education and career choices. While there are no laws barring women from
particular professions, and Nigeria has many prominent and influential women in politics
and business, they are exceptions. Women are not legally barred from owning land, but
customary land tenure systems restrict land ownership to men. Many customary practices
deprive women of the right to inherit their husbands’ property and widows are often
rendered destitute as a result.

Yiolence against women

Abuse of women is common and police do not normally intervene in domestic disputes.
Nigeria’s Penal Code permits husbands to use physical means to chastise their wives as
long as it does not result in “grievous harm,” which refers only to extreme injuries such as
loss of sight or speech. Nigerian women are also the victims of criminal syndicates
involved in the trafficking of women into Europe for use as prostitutes.

The government publicly opposes female genital mutilation (FGM), but takes no legal
action against it in practice. One Nigerian non-governmental organization estimates that
33 percent of all households practice FGM. Current estimates place the prevalence of the
practice at between 40 and 50 percent of all females, although the United Nations
Development Systems and the World Health Organization estimates are higher.
Nevertheless, some progress is being made in eliminating FGM.

On a visit to Nigenia in October 1999, Secretary of State Madeleine Albright met with
women leaders to discuss progress on women'’s issues in Nigena since the 1995 UN
Fourth World Conference on Women held in Beijing. The dire economic situation, the
pervasive discrimination against women, the decreasing participation of women in
politics and the increasing HIV/AIDs rates were cited as posing the greatest threats to the
economic, political and social progress of women in Nigeria.
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