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Thank you. Good morning. Thank you Ambassador Teymour, Mr.
Desai, Mr. Nielsen.

I am honored to participate in this historic gathering,
where civic, religious, and social organizations as well as
government leaders from around the world are uniting in the fight
to eradicate absolute poverty, create jobs, and empower women and
men to become full participants in their societies.

It is a special pleasure to be able to speak to a gathering
that includes so many non-governmental organizations. Whether
they operate in great cities or in remote villages, NGOs always
have played a vital role in strengthening our global community.®
But particularly today, as all nations face new challenges and
choices, the experience and wisdom of NGOs will be critical in
guiding us toward a safer, more just, and unified world.

The end of the Cold War has created extraordinary new
opportunities for growth and progress. But at the same time,
ethnic strife and civil conflict have erupted across the planet,
depleting our resources, draining our energies, promoting hatred
and intolerance, and imperiling our ideal of a free anq%gpéy
global society. ' D€

Today, too many nations waste precious resources on building
weapons of mass destruction, staging wars, and doing v1dl§hce to
basic human rights, instead of investing those resourgeg’
people. Too often, natural resources are destroyed an ﬁUbnes
exploited through soc1a11y irresponsible behavior. Tog y ‘tog ™"
much time is spent in naked pursuit of power instead ot gcrklnc
for peace and prosperity.

It has become fashionable in recent years to assign blaie
for the world’s problems to one group of nations or agothir. I:
hope this Summit does not succumb to that temptatior. In fact,
every nation needs to rethink its approach to sociaI‘development
and most nations need to do more for their own people and
humanity.



To meet the goals of this Summit, governments will have to
go about their business in new ways. They will have to rethink
how to protect their most vulnerable populations in a time of
shrinking resources and accelerated global competition. They will
have to respect basic human rights, and that includes the rights
of women and workers to be protected from exploitation and abuse.
And they will have to create conditions that encourage individual
initiative and a vibrant civic life.

Finally, as my husband said in a speech last week,
governments will have to choose engagement over isolationism.
With our economies and our societies becoming increasingly
interdependent, we must work to create a global community in
which economic growth and social progress result in shared
prosperity and opportunity.

On a large scale, there is no better place to start than
with an indefinite and unconditional extension of the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty. The threat posed by these devastating
weapons endangers all the work we do to end poverty, create jobs,
and empower people. Moreover, in balancing priorities and
resources, all nations will have to realize that investing in
people, not the acquisition of nuclear arms, is the way to make
their societies stronger. Clean water, safe sanitation, basic
education and health care are better investments to strengthen
societies in both the short and long term than the acquisition of
or increase in nuclear arms.

Two days ago marked the 25th anniversary of the Non-
Proliferation Treaty, now joined by 172 nations that realize that
opposing the spread of nuclear weapons is in their self-interest.
And to further the goals of the Treaty, the United States and
Russia have agreed -- through START I and START II -- to reduce
our own nuclear arsenals. We must all continue the effort to deal
responsibly with this critical issue.

In addressing the world’s social problems, we cannot expect
governments to act alone, particularly in an era of scattered
and, some believe, scarce resources. Governments need NGOs to
monitor their actions and mobilize them to find innovative
solutions to problems. NGOs also can inspire us to work more
effectively with each other -- within the NGO community and
within the community of nations. That is why the participation of
NGOs at this and other United Nation’s Conferences is so
invaluable.

The great social movements of my own country during the 19th
and 20th centuries -- the abolition of slavery, the right of
women to vote, as well as the civil rights movement would not
have been achieved without the leadership of civic, religious,
and social organizations.




The same is true elsewhere. As Ambassador Somavia knows
well, civic organizations committed to human rights and the rule
of law were instrumental in assuring Chile’s transition to
democracy. Through the work of nuns and lay people in the
Philippines, civic groups in Bulgaria, grassroots organizations
working across Africa and South America, and many others, NGOs
have helped improve the lives of tens of millions of men, women,
children and families struggling to escape tyranny, poverty, and
social dislocation.

Ultimately, this forum and the Social Summit is about
supporting and building on that work, not for the sake of
governments or ideologies, but for people. It is about putting
people first. And putting people first requires realistic,
workable solutions to complex problems.

Too often, the assumption is that any solution will
inevitably be costly and complicated. In fact, we have proof to
the contrary.

We see grassroots efforts around the world that are reducing
poverty, improving health and education, and promoting individual
freedom.

UNICEF, to take one shining example, has had a decade-long
focus on child survival and has pioneered many strategies that
are low-cost, including breastfeeding and oral rehydration
therapy and immunizations.

Last year polio was eradicated in the Western Hemisphere by
a multinational effort. And the U.S. was the lead donor for
that.

And around the world, the percentage of children immunized
against major preventable diseases rose from 20 percent to 80
percent between 1980 and 1990.

In the United States, I’m frank to admit, we have had to
follow the lead of other countries so that finally we are
attempting to increase the immunization rates of our own
children, and our rates have increased but are not yet where they
need to be.

In South America, the involvement of NGOs in teaching
pregnant women self-diagnosis of maternal health problems has
resulted in a dramatic reduction in the infant mortality rate in
rural areas.

I myself saw at the Fabella Hospital in Manila, news mothers
staying in the hospital long enough to learn to nurse their
babies, which promoted a stronger bond between mother and child
and increased the chances of family stability.
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And in countries where governments and NGOs have made
voluntary, safe and effective family planning available and have
provided related health services, we have seen an improvement not
only in the lives of individuals but in the economic well-being
of their countries.

Now, no one person, as we know so well, can be freed from
the bondage of poverty or fully integrated into society without
the means to earn a living. And the task of nations, and NGOs, is
to promote policies that 1lift up the poorest in society, and to
insist on core labor standards that help stop the exploitation of
workers, many of whom are children.

Governments must be responsible for promoting disciplined
economic policies. And in the United States the President is
working to renew the American economy through fiscal policies
that do assist those who are poor in such ways as providing tax
credits and attempting to raise the minimum wage.

Investing in education goes hand-in-hand with providing
economic opportunity. As capital and technology become more
mobile, differences in the quality of labor forces will become
that much more apparent.

And again, we can learn from each other as to how we can
reduce illiteracy and increase prospects for employment and
economic security.

Opportunity should be the reward for taking responsibility
in life. That philosophy is a good guide when we consider
strategies -- governmental and non-governmental -- to promote
greater self-reliance and economic independence among all our
citizens, including especially the poor and disenfranchised.

We have an example of that which will be discussed at this
summit, when we look at the Grameen Bank in Bangladesh. Dr.
Mohammed Yunus, whom many of you in this room know, as I do,
believes that if you give people access to credit -- and ask them
to take responsibility in return -- they will achieve greater
economic and social independence.

Through its small loans to the poorest women in rural areas
of Bangladesh, the Grameen bank not only has improved the
immediate circumstances of thousands of families, it has also
fostered a greater sense of purpose and spirit of community among
the people.

I only wish every nation shared Dr. Yunus’s and the Grameen
Bank’s appreciation of the vital role that girls and women play
in the economic, social, and political life of our societies.

Although women comprise 52 percent of the world population,
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although they are the primary caretakers for children and the
aged and are a significant presence in the work force, they
continue to be marginalized in many countries.

Worldwide, more than two-thirds of the children who never
attended school or have dropped out are girls. Of the one billion
people who remain illiterate, two-thirds are women. And a
disproportionate number of those we call living in absolute
poverty are women.

Investing in the health and education of women and girls is
essential to improving global prosperity, and I am glad that this
Summit has endorsed the principle of equal rights and
opportunities for women.

In parts of Asia and South America we have seen the
education of girls help lift whole populations out of poverty. We
have seen the education of women enhance their roles as mothers
and increase their participation in civic life. So we must do
more to ensure equal rights for women, along with equal pay and
equal access to health care and education.

Tomorrow, as part of International Women’s Day, it will be
my pleasure to announce a major new United States commitment to
expand educational opportunities for poor girls on three
continents.

I'd like to end by saying that we must all take
responsibility and do our part. Too often we engage in a false
debate that says on the one hand, only governments, or on the
other, only individuals, are responsible for solving their own
problems and those of the world. In fact, we all know that we
need a partnership that is going to bring us all together.
Governments can either support or undermine people as they face
the moral, social and economic challenges of our time.
Individuals can either take initiative and responsibility or fall
into hopelessness and despair. Simply put, no government, no
NGO, no person can remain idle given the magnitude of the
challenges we face and the uncertainties of the world in which we
live.

For those who are skeptical about our capacity for progress,
I suggest that we all reflect on the life of one extraordinary
man, James Grant, who recently passed away. Jim may have been
more responsible for saving more lives over the past 15 years
than any other person in the world. Millions of children are
alive today because Jim Grant challenged us, set goals for us,
and devised simple, efficient, and affordable methods of
intervening on behalf of children and their families.

His legacy is not only found in the wonderful work that goes
on every day at UNICEF, or in the success of his infant formula
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campaign, or in the packages labeled "Oral Rehydration Therapy"
that he would carry around in his pocket and pull out on any
occasion. His legacy is in the jobs that each of us in this
room, each of the people around the world and private voluntary
organizations and other NGOS and government organizations do day
in and day out, throughout the world.

It is our duty to continue to live up to Jim Grant’s
challenge and to do our part to fulfill the goals of this Summit.
In closing, I would ask that as we go about our business in the
months and years ahead, whether we are in government or the
private sector or just acting on our own, that we draw strength
and courage from Jim Grant’s example and do justice to his
memory. If we do that, then this Summit and all that follows
will be a success.

Thank you very much.

F##



Clinton Presidential Records
Digital Records Marker

This 1s not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

This marker identifies the place of a tabbed divider. Given our
digitization capabilities, we are sometimes unable to adequately
scan such dividers. The title from the original document is
indicated below.

Agenda / Press Release
Divider Title:




- F\RST PRAFT

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12, 1995
A8 OF 9/26/95

WASHINGTON, DC; MANAGUA, NICARAGUA; S8ANTIAGO, CHILE

TRAVELLING 8TAFF: KELLY CRAIGHEAD, TRIP DIRECTOR
MELANNE VERVEER, DEPT. CHIEF OF 8TAFF
LI8SA CAPUTO, PRESS8 SECRETARY
NEEL LATTIMORE, DEPT. PRES8S8 SECRETARY
CAPRICIA MARSHALL, SPECIAL ASS8ISTANT
S8TEVEN ''8COOP' COHEN
LISSA MUSCATINE, SPEECHWRITER

MANAGUA LEAD ADVANCE:

S8CHEDULER:
PREVIOUS RON Washington, DC
8 am WHEELS UP from Andrews Air Force Base

Flight Manifest: See Trip Book
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11:00 am DEPART Airport
EN ROUTE Residence

11:30 am FINCA MICRO-CREDIT EVENT
Residence
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12:30 pm DEPART Residence
EN ROUTE Presidency

1:00 pm LUNCH W/PRESIDENT CHAMORRO

Presidency
POOL SPRAY

1:45 pm PROCEED TO SPEECH



2 pm

2:45 pm

3:30 pm

3:45 pm

4:45 pm

5 pm

5:30 pm
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DEPART Auditorium
EN ROUTE Market
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DEPART Hospital Clinic
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2:05 am
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DEPART Cidade Mae
EN ROUTE Hotel

DOWN TIME

DEPART Hotel
EN ROUTE Historical Center

OLODOON BAND
POOL PRESS

Meridien Hotel






SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
MONDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1995
A8 OF 9/26/95

PREVIOUS RON Meridien Hotel
9 am S8ISTER DULCE HOSPITAL
9:45 am DEPART Sister Dulce

EN ROUTE Airport

10 am WHEELS UP from Salvador Da Bahia, Brazil

Flight Manifest: See Trip Book
Flight Time: 3 hours and 40 minutes

1:40 pm WHEELS DOWN in Ausuncion, Paraguay
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EN ROUTE Presidential Palace
8 pm RECEPTION
Presidential Palace
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RON Hotel
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12:55 am WHEELS8 DOWN in Washington, DC
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. Draft 3

Remarks by Pirst Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
at the Olaf Palme Auditorium
Managua, Nicaragua
October 11, 1995

It is a great honor for me to join you here today in
Nicaragua. It is fitting that I begin my trip today on Dia de 1la
Raza, a day of celebration, commemorating both the voyage of
Columbus and the rich indigenocus cultures of this hemisphere.
Central Amaerica is both the bridge that unites the continent and
the crossroads of ethnic histories whose strength lies in their
diversity. The Spirit of the Miami Summit of the Americas
captured the recognition of all cultures and the respect for the

hunan rights of all poopios that now characterize our hemisphere

of democracies. _
‘ I am particularly privileged to stand alongside your
President, Dona Violeta Barrios de Chamorro. She, perhaps more
than any other person, symbolizes the determination of the
people of Nicaragua and of Central America to find a new future
together of peace and understanding.

Over the past five years, President Chamorro has led this
nation from var to peace, froa national division to national
reconciliation, froam ideological conflict to open democratic
dialogue.

That message has special meaning as we come together in this
auditorius named for a Swedish leader, Olaf Palme, whose life was

spent in pursuit of psacs.
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I also am pleased to be here because it gives me an
opportunity to recognize how much Nicaraguans have contributed to
my owvn country and all nations, particularly in the world of
arts. Your writers have cast a vast and radiant light across

many lands, earning a deserved reputation as the land of poets.

Ruben Dario's verses still remind us of the eternal quest

for beauty and love. He wrote:

"Green palms adorn the white column;
stars have foretold my vision of the Goddess.
Oon my soul, light rests, like the bird of the moon

resting on a tranquil lake.

“But I hold nothing but the fleeting word,
the opening phrase that flows fram a flute,

a bark of dreams floating in space."”

I am particularly pleased to stop here in Nicaragua on my
way to participate in the Pirst Ladies Meeting in Asuncion,
called to follow up on the cammitmants that were made at the
Summit of the Amaricas last year in Miami.

The Summit marked an enormous undartaking to improve the
lives of the peoples of the Amaricas. The Partnership for
Developmant and Prosperity signed there underscored the vast

consansus for democracy that reaches from Alaska to Antarctica.
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. Every nation at the Summit conference vas represented by an
elected head of state. The first steps were taken there to
secure the largest free trade area in history by the year 2005,
to eradicate poverty and discrimination and to promote
sustainable developaant.

It vas at President Chamorro's urging that the assembled
Presidents also included a specific goal to strengthen the role
of wvomen in society. That initiative underscores the direct 1link
betwean woman's rights and sustainable development, between
women's rights and economic growth with equity, and between
womaen's rights and democracy. Woman's rights are human rights.

I just returned from the Beijing Conference on Women last
month and, despite the clamor and the obstacles, the official
delegates and the NGOa came together to say loudly and clearly
that wvoman must bs equal partners in the 21st century. Too many
women remain barred by discrimination, by culture, by law, by
inadequate education and by lack of access to basic health
services from fulfilling their human potential.

Ultimately that is vhat wve are seaking, the right to fulfill
our ovn potemtial as individuals, to follow our mind's eye
wherever it leads, and to contribute fully to our family, our
nation and our international comamunity.

In Beijing, the issues we discussed are those, as I said
then, ®"that matter most in th..livcs of women and their families:
access to education, health care, jobe and credit, the chance to

enjoy basic legal rights and participate fully in the political
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‘ life of their countries. What we are learning around the world is
that, if wvoman are healthy and educated, their families will
flourish. If vomen are free from violence, their families will
flourish. If wvaman have a chance to work and earn as full
partners in societies, their families will flourish. And, when
families flourish, communities and nations will flourish."

Just a fev minutes ago, here in Ranagua I saw one of the
innovative ways you are trying to give wamen a chance to realize
those dreams. I visited a community bank "Madres Unidas" in the
Acahualinca barrio of Managua. Some 30 poor women have been able
to obtain small loans to invest in their businesses. They control
the community bank and they make sure that everyone pays what is
owed. And, they wind up paying far, far less, than the interest
rates usurars charge. Hicroeptctpris.-lcnding is a way to build

‘ national prosperity by opening the ecanomy to women.

This poverty lending program is run by a non-governmental
organization, FINCA, financed by USAID. It shows that women not
only are good credit risks but that their small business ventures
can grov and contribute to national economic growth. Nearly 100
community banks have been established in 18 months and some 6000
individuals, mostly women, are benefitting. Over the next three
years, USAID-NGO partnerships, including one managed by Accion
International, will benefit 40,000 small entrepreneurs, again

mostly women.
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‘ The vaman's initiative at the Miami and Beijing Summits
emphasized three other issues of crucial importance to women and
to national development: health, esducation, and political
participation.

First, ve must end conditions whare woaen die froa
preventable diseases and wvhere the birth of a child, instead of
representing hope and life, constitutes the greatest threat to
the life of a young mother. The Summit of the Americas committed
us all to reduce the incidence of maternal deaths by one half by
the year 2000.

Here in Nicaragua, maternal mortality still is unacceptably
high. At 150 deaths per 100,000 births, it is nearly 25 times
the levels of industrial countries; but more disturbing, it is
even several times that of othsr countries in Latin America. Your

‘ governmant rightly has made reduction of maternal mortality a
national priority.

Under your leadership, USAID and Buropean bilateral aid
agencies, PAHO and UNICEF and the IDB and the World Bank are
working alongside your public health ministry, your local
municipalities and your non governsental organizations in a
public-private partnership for health. Your innovative SILAIS
(acronym for local Integrated Health Services System, Nicaragua's
decentralized health services) are reaching across Nicaragua to
reduce maternal and child mortality. We know that primary health
care, including timely prenatal cafo, safe delivery care and

family planning can save lives.
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Another area of women's health which is even more rarely
discussed is the threat from domestic violence. Human rights
includes the right to be free from the fear of becoming victims
of violence in your own home. That is why I commend the
Nicaraguan Ministry of Public health for establishing
organizations like the Comisaria de la Mujer (Women's
Commissariat) to address violence against women.

Second, I wvant to endorse and encourage the Government of
Nicaragua for opening even wider the doors of learning to girls
and wvomen. As the Presidents agreed at the Miami Summit,
"Universal literacy and access to education at all levels,
without distinction by race, national origin or gender, are an
indispensable basis for sustainable social and cultural
development, economic growth and democratic stability.™

Nicaragua leads virtually every other nation in giving equal
educational opportunity to girls. Girls not only are just as
likely to anroll in school as boys; but they have a higher
graduation rate than boys once they get to school.

But the elementary school completion rate remains far too
low. In Nicaragua, as in much of the Americas, too many
childrer, boys and girls, drop out of school before completing
even the sixth grade.

It is impossible to build a wodern economy or sustain a
democracy when three out of every four primary school students do
not reach the sixth grade. Other levels of education are

important, but the firit priority must be to enable every child
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to obtain a primary education. For that reason, one of USAID's
largest projects here is in basic education, working with the
ministry of education to improve the quality of primary education
through curriculua reform, teaching master teachers who can teach
other teachers and providing basic school supplies, including
more than 4.5 million primary textboaoks since 1990.

One of the Summit initiatives in education was to create a
hemispheric Partnership for Education Reform (PERA). The US
government committed itself to provide initial funding for the
partnership to help design and implement education reform
policies to improve basic educational opportunities for all
children, including special emphasis on increased access to
education for girls and women.

I intend to announce this comnitmant formally at the
Paraguay Summit of First Ladies. PERA will be a consultative
forum for governments, NGOs, donors, the business sector, and
other international organizations to showcase current efforts and
innovations.

We share cammon concerns about the gquality of education
afforded poor children in rural and urban areas. Under PERA, we
hope that Nicaragua can take a leadership role in a working group
on curriculum reform to help address the problem of primary
school completion rates. Each working group will identify the
most innovative examples of refora for support and dissemination

around the hemisphere.
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' Nicaragua also is moving forvard in a third important area,
bringing wvomen into the halls of government. The women of
Nicaragua have the best possible role model for political
participation in President Chamorro. USAID through our
partnerships with groups such as the Nicaraguan Women's
Institute (INIM) and the Center for Investigation and Action for
Women (CIAM) is supporting civic education and leadership
training for women.

For these reasons, it was natural that all other countries
in the hemisphere accepted Nicaraqua's offer to coordinate the
monitoring of progress being made on implementing the Miami
Summit's women's rights initiative.

Let me say that I also wvant to express my government's
recognition of the determination and the dedication of the people
of Nicaragua over the past five years.

. You are a part of the heaispheric and global march away from
authoritarian rule and toward democracy, awvay from closed
econocmies towvard free markets, and awvay from ideology toward open
debate and the tolerance of differing views.

You have our commitment to continue to accompany you on the
journey bequn when you elected President Chamorro and when the
election results were respected by all Nicaraguans. It has been a
journey of reconciliation, of economic recovery with equity, and
of damocracy and the rule of law.

But the road is long, as an American poet, Robert Frost,

once wrote, ®"And miles to go before I sleep.” It is a road which
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‘ USAID elections assistance, support for administration of
justice, strengthening parliaments, and decentralization of
government services is bringing government together with civil
society to consolidate democracy in the hemisphere.

For a decade in the 1980s, Central America struggled to end
conflict and crisis. Enoraous human suffering occurred and vast
sums of money wvere spent in those conflicts. It is in the
intereat of every nation of the hemisphere, including my own, to
support your courageoua commitment to peace, reconciliation and
development within a denocratié framework.

I can think of no more vise, more humanitarian nor more self
interested axpanditure than to invest in peaceful, stable,
sustainable development in Central America and in the hemisphere
as a wvhole.

Ruben Dario left Nicaragua to study and write in Chile.

‘ Tonight I travel to Chile as well. So let me close by quoting
froa the Chilean poet, Pablo Neruda, who said on accepting the
Joliet Curie prize, in 1968. "I believe tha:t friends from
neighboring and distant countries have gathered here on this
occasion to give testimony to theif burning faith in man, in
life, in truth and liberty: that is, in peace.”

I too have a burning faith in humanity, in 1ife, in truth
and in liberty. I believe that together we can help to bring
about greater equality, together we can advance the cause of
justice and together we can bring hope to the most vulnerable

among us. But we must begin today.

12
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DRAFT 1 AAdress by First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
at the University of Chile

Santiago, Chile
October 13, 1995

It is a great pleasure to be here in Chile today and toc join
with you at this great university.

The University of Chile is one of Latin America‘'s premier
institutions of higher learning, forged by Chileans in the last
century with the participation of scae of the world's leading
scholars, like its founders, Andres  Bello from Venezuela,
educator Ignacio Dameyko from Poland, physician Laurence Sazie
from France, naturalist Rudolph Philippi from Germany, and jurist
Eugenio Maria de Hostos from Puerto Rico.

From the beginning, this university has been a center of
international thought, bringing studants and faculty into
dialogue and debate with the world ocutside. This university can
rightfully boast that all but twvo of this country's
democratically elected Presidents have been graduates. You
suffered along vith others the years of intervantion but you have
recovered the right to free inq%if§4fﬁifzfs—thu—assence of
education and liberty.

Like the great poet Ruben Dario, who came here a century ago
from his native Chile to learn and to vrite, I also have come
here today froa Nicaragua. And for good reason, the people of
Nicaragua look to Chile and the strides taken during these past
five yesars of democracy.

Chile already has passed perhaps the most crucial hurdle in
the restoration of democratic institutions, the transfer of the
mantle of the presidency from one democratically elected
President, don Patricio Aylwin, to a second, President Eduardo
Frei. Nicaragua is poised to overcome that second hurdle next
year with the election of a successor to President Violeta
Barrios de Chamorro. It is a tribute to her capacity for national
reconciliation that no one doubts that the democratic experiment
in Nicaragua wvill move forwvard successfully.

During one of his long periods of exile, Pablo Neruda wrote
a famous poam, "When":

“Oh, Chile, long petal

of sea and wine and snow,

oh wvhen ch when and when f\L&_ M&Q&C%4P

vill I be haome again? ... ./&4ytm: : 'r
- (wx

"Oh when, patria, at election time

will I go from house to housa VGH&AKQJ{_FKMCQRA]
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leading timid freedom by the hand
to shout in the middle of the street?'

For Chile, the question of "when®” wvas ansvered with the
unceasing march of the people to restore the rule of law, to
achieve respect for human rights, to guarantee open, free and
fair elections. It was ansvered in the countless struggles for
human rights over so many long years, in the triumph of the "No“
campaign in the plebescite and in the victory of the Concertacion
and President Aylwin.

It vas ansvered vhen a little girl walked across the
national stadium vith the wvords "asi es Chile” ringing across the
stadium during President Aylwin's inaugural.

And it vas answered when President Frei placed the
Presidential sash his father once wvore over his head, so
powerfully restoring the linkage to Chile‘'s democratic heritage.

The ansver was "nowv."

During these past five years, Chile also has done more than
restore democratic institutions. It also maintained a vigcrous
political coalition and procduced a growing national consensus
that strong market-led grovth without inflation can be
strengthened under democratic governance.

Your econamic growth was built in large part on expanding
your markets abroad. Chile, like the US, continues to see its
economy grow by expanding trade to the rest of the hemisphere and
to the vorld at large. This Administration resains fully
committed and, I am personally convinced, that Chile will become
a partner with us in NAFTA and together we will help create the
largest Free Trade Area in the history of the world by the year
2005.

Your econoaic statistics deserve to be cited; an average of
7.3% GDP growth gince 1991, inflation declining from 26% in 1990
every single year to 11.4% last year and currently at 7.4% with
unemployment at a low of 5.3%.

But most impressive is the fact that 1.3 million fewer
people are living in poverty today when compared to 1990. In
fact, froam 1%90 to 1994, there was a 30% drop in the portion of
the populatien living in poverty (40.1 to 28.5%).

You have shown the way across the continent to those who
questioned whether your damocracy could maintain steady aconomic
refore and also produce a public-private partnership that
included the poor.

Poverty in Chile and in Latin America rfrequently tends to be
seen only in statistics. But faor 200 million men, wcmen and

1895
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children, those nuabers too often means lives of quiet
desperation.

The verses of Neruda from Arrabales (Sad Song) tell it all:

*"The children of silence, locking
out of black eyes sav me go by,
as if froa the depths of a well
and thes wvater's stagnation....

the motionless street, the eyes
looking for me froa their well,
the houss seeming to expect
nobody at all, the doors

still democlished and naked:

all was dusty and obdurate,
dead, but alive,

all vanted to die or be born.

The wood of the poor
was preparing itself for the fire."

Neruda's vords tell far more clearly than the statistics the
importance of Chile's achievemant in offering a way out of
poverty for so many of its people. President Frei has maintained
the high priority of your democratic govermment on social
developmant. That focus on human capital investsent, investing in

peocple, constitutas the full expression of the Partnership for

Prosparity and Developaant announced at the Summit of the
Americas in Miami last year.

Your damocratic resurgencs also has carried with it another
key elemant of the Sumait ccamitment. It has unleashed an
explosion of civic organizations in every sphere of society.
Civil society has become a vigarocus partnar alongside government

in enviranment, publicadvocacy, health, education and legal
assistance.

Groups like Participa, CDU, CIDEB, Aprofa, and CEM are part
of the democratic avakening and I am pleased that USAID has been

able to suppart thosa groups in working for change and
developaent.

Since the return of damocracy, thes US government, through
USAID, has provided direct support to legislative training and
modernizing the judicial system and worked closely with Chile's
innovative efforts at legal aid, vhich have offered abused women
and children legal recourse. Current programs support the
decentralization effort to strengthan municipal and regional
governments. We wre help you pursus environmental goals through
a joint US-Chile endowmant for environment which will continue to
support envirammantal NGOs well into the future.
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. The developmant of Chile's institutions stems from the
resilience, courage and special talent of the Chilean people. The
history of what has been achieved today has been built over
decades of struggle. US bilateral aid to Chile has been a partner
in helping to lay the foundations for broad-based economic growth
here.

During the first decades of the Alliance for Progress, Chile
received $565 million in development aid for agriculture,
population, health and nutrition and bousing. In addition, PL 480
helped to mest Chile's food import neads. Even in 1968, PL 480
Title II grants financed some 800,000 lunches for school children
each day and agricultural credit and irrigation programs were
financed throughout that decads.

But perhaps the most extensive USAID support came in the
field of education, and at all levels. When President Frei came
to office he said, "I am here to give education to all the
children of Chile, and to open to tham all the opportunities,
without another limit than their own capacity, in the certainty
that a people that aovercomes ignorance inevitably defeats mnisery
and servitude.”

The campaign that President Frei launched to identify the
children not in school found 186,000 ocut of school youngsters and
buildings of all sort were pressed into service. Again I am
pleased that USAID was part of the support, helping to finance

‘ teacher training, curriculum innovation and school construction.

That same commitment to education continues today and has
vyielded some of the highest rates of progress seen in the
herisphere. Chile has registered 95 per cent literacy, almost 100
per cent elamentary school coverage, 76% seconday school coverage
and a major commitment to decentralization.

Chile is one of the leadars in the education reform
revolution taking place in the hemisphere. And it is that
revolution -and the challenge of education that I would like to
discuss with you today.

education talking points

-=-For Chile, education fulfills three objectives: as a font
of democratic citizenship and civic participation, as a creator
of human capital and international competitiveness, and as an
equalizing mechanisa of social opportunity. cChile 's present
educational-policies address all three of these objectives.

-=-Chile was a pioneer in innovative systems of school
administration, including private unsubsidized (about 35% of
them), private subsidized and municipally run.

—-Chile clearly appreciates the connection between social
‘ policy reform and the democratization of its society. Now that
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' the end of the cold war has allowed us to transcend ideology,
education is at the forefront of social investment in democratic

progress.

--BEducation also is at the forefront of Chile's economic
success, its educated labor force fueling the continuing
expansion of its economy. Providing vocational and technical
innovation is part of that process. USAID has just completed its
financing of a multi-yesr pilot program through a Chilean NGO,
CIDE, focused on young people coaing from poverty backgrounds.
Part of that project involved Ohio State University, Ferris state
University and california State at Chico training 45 teachers
selected from six high schools throughout Chile. It has helped
create a vigorous public-private partrrship in education.

--Despite its enviable situation in education, the picture
even in Chile is clouded by deficiencies in learning
achievements, especially in poverty areas. Chile's own education
authorities report that even wvhen studants do complete the first
years of school, many do not have the basic reading, writing and
arithmetic skills essential to compete effectively in a more
complex society and a more complex ecanawy.

--Even in those situations in our hemisphere where the
apparatus of education appears at first sight respectable and the
indicators of its performance appear at first sight adequate, the
educational product is often unimpressive. All too often the
coverage and completion rates disguise serioua flaws in the
guality of the education received, seriously hampering the
advancement of those studenta, the international competitiveness
of their countries, and the civic values which are the roots of
their democracies.

IV. Education refora is needed, everywhere

--Our educational institutions are all too often old-
fashioned and isolated from modern technology, too often
motivated by bureaucratic sslf-interest or hindered by
overcentralised and inflexible governance that inhibits
accountability to society and access to citizens, especially to
the parents of children directly involved.

--But the obstacles to education refora are not really
technical; we have a pretty good idea of the changes that are
needed. The obstacles are political. The reforms require the
political will and a political strateqgy for reforming social
policy.

-=-Governmants have to take bold steps, to allocate not just
technical and financial resources. Governments have to put their
political resourcas on the line.
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--Goverrmants must support educational authorities in

creative experiments dealing with campetition that still do
not violate the principle of universal access.

-=Governmants must jealously guard the quality of their

appointaents for education authorities and
insure, as Chile clearly has, that education sectors are led
by forceful and innovative leaders.

-=Govermmants must be willing to confront the vested
interests that would oppose educational reforms, wherever
they aay be.

V. Chile is addressing these problems.

--To address these deficiencies, the government of President
Aylwin launched (the day after the democratic government took
pover) the 900 8chools Program, targeting primary schools in
poverty areas vhere the quality of teaching and learning was
particularly low.

-=-A democratic perspective runs through the program, calling
for all levels--students, teachers, directors, supervisors,
families and the community--to change attitudes and to promote a
vision that revards personal initiative, participation and
responsibility, inside and outside the classroom with the
participation of young people froa the community to break the
vicious circle of poor achievement in school.

--For example, education continues outside the classroom
with the participation of young people from the community who
help children in special workshops to break the vicious circle of
poor achievemant in echool.

--The prograa seeks to tackle the physical, pedagogical and
psychological barriers to student achievement in the following
areas:

a) Improving infrastructure. About 800 schools received new
furniture, vare repainted or received new sanitary facilities and
the improved material conditions changed the school's study
atmosphere and its relations with the community, generating
feelings of pride and dignity.

b) Focus on the Child's world. Once a week at the schools,
teachers' in-sarvice training workshops were held emphasizing a
more interactive and creative approach to teaching. Focusing on
reading,writing and mathematics in the first four grades, the
workshops avakened the—teachers' sensitivity to the social and
cultural background of the students and taught the teachers to
share responsibility foe their students' achievements.

c) Ristributing textbooks and educational materials. Because
of the close relationship between school performance and the
availability of textbooks and other educational materials, the
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government distributed extra materials in language, math and
natural and social sciences.

d) creating a desire to read. The government ensured that
the first and second grades had small libraries in each classroon
and teachers vere shown vays of gaining maximum advantage of the
library.

e) Involving the community. In one of the most innovative
aspects of ths program (and one that teachers resisted most),
wvorkehops are run by cammunity members under 30 and chosen by the
school for small groups of studants with learning difficulties.
Activities in the vorkshops include raising children's self-
esteem, creativity and sense of responsibility and children

engage in exercises that demand their use of reading, writing,
and math and camprehension skills.

--Despite initial raticence, the program is novw widely
praised by all and has demonstrated marked improvements in
student achievament.

-~Chile's law providing economic incentives for donations by
private businesses to strengthan education has channelled new
funds to schools and opened a whole nev philanthropic area for
innovation.

--The government's decision last year to increase public
expenditure on education from 4.5% of GDP to 7% of GDP by 1999
sends a strong message to the entire region regarding the central
role education plays in Chile's plans for economic growth and
social advance.

--Chile's path-breaking efforts at educational reform
deserve praise and provide useful models to other countries.
Chile should make an effort to communicate its experience widely
and we hope Chile will join hands with the United States in the
Partnership for Educational Revitalization in the Americas
Project and in pursuit of the educational objectives of the
Sunmit of the Americas.

The Ssummit recognized the central role of human resources
formation in all dimensions of national development - economic,
political and social. One of the initiatives resulting from the
Summit was the cammitment to create a hemispheric Partnership for
Education Revitalization in the Americas (PERA).

The purpose of PERA is to help countries adopt and implement
effective education reform policies. PERA will spread the best
examples across the hemisphere in how countries are meeting the
challenge of both access and quality in bagsic education for all
children, including special emphasis on increased access to
education for girls and women.

It will be a consultative forum for governments, NGOs,
donors, the business sector, and other interntational
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organizations in the region to showcasa the best programs. Once
they are identified PERA will seek wvays to spread their message
and replicate thair work around the region.

I intend to launch this initiative formally at the Paraguay
Summit of First Ladies. U.S. funding, through USAID will
establish a regional secretariat and permit PERA to begin working
for batter education for the children of the Americas.

Earlier this year your government moved to a more
decentralized school management system. A number of states and
school districts in the United States are also examining various
models of decentralization. Perhaps, under the PERA initiative,
Chile could take the lead in a working group on this issue.

On accepting the nobel prize, Pablo Neruda, said, "I come
from a dark province, froa a country separated from others by a
severe geography. I wvas the most abandoned of poets, and my
poetry vas regional sorrowful, steeped in rain. But I always had
confidence in man. I never lost hope. That may be why I am here
vith poetry, and with my flag.

“In conclusion, I say to all men of good will, to workers,
to poets, that the future of man is expressed in Rimbaud's
phrase: only with fiery patience will we conquer the splendiad
city that wvill ahed light, justice and dignity on all men.

“Thus, poetry shall not have sung in vain.”

Here in Chile, and at this great university, as we approach
the 21st century, I believe firmly that our common future is one
. of light, justice and dignity."®
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5TH CONFPBRENCE OF WIVES OF HEADS OF STATE AND OF
GOVERNMENT OF THE AMERICAS

THE HEALTH ANN EDUCATION
OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN

ASUNCION PARAGUAY
OCTOBRER 16-20, 1995

PROGRAM
MONDAY, OCTO@ER 186
Morning and Afternoon
Arrival of First Ladies, Special Envoys and Delegations

site : Sivio Petdrossl imtematonal Airport
= Presidedlal Pavilion

. Arrival Protocol

Tranaportation to the Paraguayan Yacii and Golt Club Casino
Hotel

Regigtraon of Delegations and digtribution of  working
doauments of the Sth Conterence

7:05to : :
7:20 pm Armival of First Ladies arxd Special Envuys wt the Paraguayan
Centrel Bank

Hia Excellancy, the President of tha Republic of Paraguay
and Mrs.Wasmosy will be greeted according to Protocol

7:30 pm WI Session of the 5th Conference of Wives of
of State and of Government of the Amertcas

Site 1 Paraguayan Central Cank
. Cuttural Center - Convention Hall

- Paraguayan National Anthem

- Ramarks by the First Lady of the Republic of Paraguay, Mrs.
Maria Teresa Carrasco de Wasmasy

- Remarks by the Firet Lady of Saint Lucia, Mrs. Janice Compton

- Remasks by the First Lady of thw Uniled Slalus uf Aingiica, Mis,
‘Hilary Rogham Clinton

- Rernarky by His Excelleicy Ut President uf ttwe Rapublic of
Paraguay, Mr. Juan Carlos wasmosy

5th Conference of Wivas of Heads of 8lata and of Qavernment of tho Americas
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8:30 pm

10,00 pm

- Pertormance of Berta Rojas, Paraguayan Concert Guitarist
Offtelal Reception '

8ite : Palack de Lopez
Trangpontation to the ParaguayanYacht and Golf Club Casino
Hotel

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17

9:00 am

10:00 am
10:30 am

11:00 am
11:30 am

insvguration of the Conference

8ita : Peragumyan Yacht arxi Golt Glub Casino Hotel
‘Salon Galas®

FIRGT WORKING SESSION

Tapic: "CHILDREN'S HEALTH"
- 1. Results from the "Chlldren's Symposium":

. Mrs. Hillary Rogham Clinton
First Lady of the Unitad Stales ot America

2. Measlos Elimination and Chlldren's
Iimmunizations In the Americas

a. Introduction by Dr. Ciro de Quadros
Director
Special Vaccination and immunization Program
PAHO

b. Presentation by:

. Mrs. Maria Eugenia Morales de De Le6n
Firs| Lady of Gualemala

. Mre. Basggie Watson de Reina
First Lady of Honduras

. Mrs. Dora Boyd de Pérez Balladares
Firet Lady of Panama

Lasnching of the "Measles Elimination" Campaign
OfRolal Photograph

Visit to the Exhibition "Paraguay Cultural”

Coftes break

3. Program on "Substence Abuse and Street
Children of tha Amerlcas"

———— —— - ——

Sth confersnce of WMves Of Hasds of State and of Government of the Americes

PB2
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12:00 pm

12:30 pm

1:30 pm

4.00 pm

. Evaluation by Or. Mario Argandoia
Head of the Treatment Unit
Program on Substance Abuse
WHO/PSA

b. Presentation by:

« Mrs. Josefina Villalobos de Duran Ballén
FIrst Lady of Ecuador

. Dr. Maria Cristina Dussan
Specal Envuy uf Colombia

4. Debhate
SECOND WORKING SESSION
Topic: "CHILDREN'S EDUCATION"

1. Introduction by Mrs. Vicky Coibert
Regional Counsallor on Education
UNICEF

2 Presentation by:

. Mrs. Yocasta Morales de Aybar
Spacial Envoy of Duuinlcan Republic

Officlal luncheon
®ite : Mreasidontial Rocidonce "MBuruvicha Rnx®

Vislt to the Exhibition of Franciscan Imagery from
"Beyond the [ungle”
Uve memorles and lestimony of the Franciscan Towns of
ay
$ite : “Juande Zalazar" Cultural Canter

Evening: open.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18

9:00 am

CONTINUATION OF THE SECOND WORKING SESSION
Toplc: "CHILDREN'S EDUCATION

3." Ginls' Education”

PO3



FROM & - PHOME MO. @

a. Introduction by Mr. Ernesto Schiefelbein

Director .
Regional Office on Education
UNESCO (OREALC)

b. Presentation by:

. Mrs. Nilda Vclacco de Zedillo
First Lady of Mexico

9.30 am 4. Debate
THIRO WORKING SESSION
Topic: "Women's Educatlon-Tralning”

10:00 am 1. Presentation by:

. Mrs. Marta Larraechea de Frei
First Lady of Chile :

. Mrs. Vilma Espin Guiliois
Special Envoy of Cuba

2 Programme on  "Promotion of Women's
Participation in Development”

a. Introduction by Mrs, Marguerite Berger
Head of the Women's Developing Division
0B

b. Presentation by:

. Mrs. Marfa Teresa Carrasco de Wasmosy
First Lady c¢f Faraguay
Presentation of tho Vidco "KuRa Rape" (Women's Pathway)

10:45 am Coffee break

11:15 am 3. Follow up of the IDB/ICA Project *Rural Women In
Latin America and the Caribbean"

a. Introduction by Brenda Kleysen
Specialist, Women's Division
lIICA

b. Presentation by:

. Mre. Janica Compton
First Lady of Salnt Lucla

owth Conlerence of Wives of lisads of State and of Govoml;nont of the Americas

PO4
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11:30 to
12:00 pm 4, Dabate

1230 pm  Lunoh: open
FOURTH WORKING SESSION
Topic: "WOMEN'S HEALTH"

3:00 pm 1. Plan of Action to reduce "Maternal Mortallty and
Morbldity In the Americas"

a. Introduction by Dr Joao Yunes
Coordinator
Family and Population Health Program
PAHO

b. Presentation by:

. Mrs. Ximena lturralde de Sanchez de Lozada
First Lady of Bolivia

. Mrs. Aline Chrétien
Flrst Lady of Canada

. Mrs. Liesbelh Venetiaan Vanenburg
First Ludy of Surinaime

3:30 pm 2 Projoct on "Prevention of Adolescent Pregnancy"

a. Introduction by Mr. Pediv Pablo Villanueva
Director to Chile, Paraguay and Peru
UNFPA

b. Presentation by:

. Mrs. Zalayhar Hassanali
First Lady of Trinidad and Tohago

. DOr. Laura Albertini
Speclal Envoy of Uruguay ****

3:45 pm 3. Program on "Latin America In the Struggle
against Cancer"

a. Evaluation of the Program by Maria Fernanda
Méndaz Nunaz Gémez Acebo. Countess of Elda,
President of the Association of lbero-American
Leagues Againet Cancer (ALICC)

4.00 pm Debate
4.:30 pm Coffee break
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5:00 pm

6:15 pm

6.00 pm

PHONE NC. :

FIFTH WORKING SESSION
Topic: "Violence agalnst WOmen;‘

1. "Inter-American Convention on the Prevention,
Punishment and Eradicatlon of Violence
against Women* (Convention of Belém do Para)

. Analysis by Mrs. Dilma Quezada Martinez
President of the Inter-American Commigsion of
Women
CIM

2. Regional Programme on Violence against
Women

a. Introduction by Mre. Pamela Hartigan
Coordinator
Women, Health and Development Program

PAHO -
b. Presentation by:

. Mrs. Josette Altmann de Figueres
Arst Lady of Coste Rica

. Lady Yvy Sylvia Lucllie Cocke
First Lady of Jamaica

. Ambassador Mireya Regazzoli
Specia Envoy uf Aigenlina

3. Debate

Evening: open

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19

9:00 am

SIXTH WORKING SESSION
Topic: "FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN"

1. Introduction by Mrs. Gertrude Mongalia
Secretary Genoral
Fourth World Conference on Women

2. Presemation by:

. Mrs. Ruth Corréa Leite de Cardoso
First Lady of Brazil

. Mrs. Ellzabeth A. de Calderén Sol
FIrst Lady of Ei Salvador

6th Conference of Wivee of Nasda of State and of Government of the Americas

PRE
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9.45 am
10:15 am

10:45 to
12:30 pm

3:00 pm

8:30 pm

PHONE NO. @

3. Debate

Coffee break

PANEL OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Topic. " ACTIONS AND PROGRAMS OF
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS TO FAVOR
WOMEN AND CHILDREN TOWARDS YEAR 2000"

UN : Mrs. Katica Cekalovic, United Nations Rapreseniative In
Paraguay

UNFPA i M. Pedio Pabio Villanueva, Direclor to Chilc, Paraguay and
Peru

WHO/PAHO : Dr. licne Klinger, Head o the Inteinational Relations Officn,
PAHO

UNESCO + Dr. Emesto Schiclefein, Director ol the Hegional Otlice on
Egucation (OREALC) .

UNICEF : M. Juan Aguilar Ledn, UNICEF Rcprescentativo to Paragusy and
Peru

OAS

108 : Marguere Berger, Head of the Oevebplng women's Division,
Dgpartnent of Soclal Programs and Sustainable Cevelopment

lCA :+ Bronda Kleysen, Spacialist, Women's Nivigian

AL{CC : Dr. Rkardo Alba, Director, "Latin Amarican In the Struggle against
Cancer " Program

Dabate

Lunch: open

Revielon of the Declaration of Paraguay by
Teshnloal Advisers

N=tional Gala of Music and Dance
Site : Peraguayan Cemmral Bank
‘ Culural Center - Convention Hall

FRIDAY, OCTOSER 20

10:00 am

SEVENTH WORKING SESSION

Closing refnarks by the First Lady ot the Republic of Bolivia, Mrs.
Ximana Iturralde de Sanchez de Lozada
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
REMARKS FOR THE FIRST LADIE8S8’ 8YMPOSIUM ON
CHILDREN OF THE AMERICAS
MIAMI, FLORIDA
DECEMBER 10, 1994

Welcome to all of my colleagues and friends from across the
Americas, and to all of our distinguished guests.

It is an honor and privilege for me to host this wonderful
symposium here in Miami. Let me begin by expressing my gratitude
to the First Ladies of Latin America, the Caribbean, and Canada
for your help and guidance in preparing for this session. Your
extraordinary efforts in previous First Ladies’ meetings in
Colombia, Costa Rica, and most recently in St. Lucia, have
provided a foundation for all of our work -- today and into the
future.

I hope that in the course of our gathering here, and in the
weeks and months ahead, we will learn much from each other and
find new inspiration to address the needs of children, families,
and women across our hemisphere.

Today, we live in an age of great promise -- and great peril
-~ for the 130 million children of the Americas. Great promise
because our children are our lifeline to prosperity and democracy
in the decades ahead. And we all take pleasure in knowing that
there are millions of happy, healthy children across the Americas
whose futures are filled with hope.

But there are perils too, because from the Queen Elizabeth
Islands to Tierra del Fuego, our children are shouldering burdens
rarely encountered by older generations. :

Children suffering from hunger, poverty, homelessness,
inadequate health care, disease, illiteracy, violence, and abuse
are not confined to a single nation or a single continent. The
cries of desperate children are sadly heard in every nation
represented here. And it is the plight of those children that
brings us together today, not just as the spouses of heads of
state or as representatives of our governments, but as mothers,
sisters, daughters, grandmothers, aunts, neighbors and friends
who believe that every child in every country deserves a fair
chance in life.

The political leaders convening at this historic summit have
set forth an agenda to promote prosperity and democracy
throughout the hemisphere through trade initiatives, sustainable
development, and more effective government.
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Today, summit leaders are outlining goals to ensure the
economic, social and physical well-being of children, which Dr.
Alleyne will outline later in greater detail:

The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for universal
access to education so that all children, regardless of economic
or social status, racial or ethnic origin, or gender, will
receive the basic tools necessary to become full members of
society. The goal of requiring children to attend and complete
primary school is also under discussion. If this goal is
achieved, it will help eradicate child labor and give children a
greater hope of acquiring the skills and knowledge needed in a
modern global economy. *

Beyond the important issue of school attendance, the Summit
initiative on education also addresses the nutritional needs of
children so they can learn more effectively.

The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for equitable
access to basic health services, which will be particularly
beneficial to children, who are most wvulnerable to illnesses and
unhealthy living conditions.

Specific programs being recommended will address child,
infant, and maternal mortality rates, as well as increasing
immunization efforts to eradicate childhood diseases, such as
measles, that still afflict too many children. We need only look
to the disappearance of new polio cases in the Western hemisphere
to know the success of these immunization programs.

We all know that the role of caregiver is crucial to the N

development of healthy and secure children. And we all know that
the primary caregivers in society most often are women. The
Summit proposal to strengthen the role of women will increase
opportunities for women to participate in all spheres of life --
political, social, and economic.

Empowering women with economic self-reliance, access to
quality health care and education is not only a valuable step
forward in itself. It’s an important step forward for children.

While we recognize that our political leaders are
responsible for devising policies and programs to meet these
important goals, we also know that, as First Ladies, we have a
significant role to play.

Just as advocacy organizations, social institutions, and
dedicated individuals are critical to progress, we, too, can help
push the agenda forward in our respective countries.

When it comes to children’s issues, women have a special
calling. And that’s.why we have a duty to raise our voices for
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the voiceless -- our children, the youngest and most vulnerable
among us.

This week I’ve had particular reason to think about the
difference one woman alone can make on behalf of children, even
against extraordinary odds. My friend, Elizabeth Glaeser, died
last weekend after losing a long battle with AIDS.

Elizabeth contracted HIV through a blood transfusion while
hemorrhaging during the delivery of her first child, Ariel.
Unbeknownst to her, her daughter, and then a son born later, also
contracted the virus.

When Elizabeth learned that she and her children had been
infected with HIV, she dedicated herself to raising awareness
about AIDS. From a small office in Los Angeles, she created the
Pediatric AIDS Foundation, which has raised over $30 million
since its founding in 1988.

Elizabeth often said she was motivated and strengthened by
the memory of her daughter, who died four years ago at the age of
seven. Her son, now 10, lives with HIV every day.

If Elizabeth could continue to contribute so much on behalf
of children throughout her own illness, I know we can make our
own contributions too. Of course, we will not all be involved in
the same ways, or even on precisely the same issues. I know, for
example, that AIDS is not as prevalent in many of your countries
as it is in mine. That’s why each of us must find a venue
appropriate to our own situation as First Lady or government
representative. But whatever role we choose represents a rare
opportunity to make a difference in the lives of tens of millions
of children -- and in the future of all of the Americas.

There is an urgency to our mission. More than half of our
population in this hemisphere is under age 23. Ushering children
into the world is, of course, the province of families. But

building safe and nurturing communities for them to grow up in .
" . . making sure they have access to.schools that teach them to
read and write . . . protecting them from avoidable diseases . .
. training them for productive adulthoods. . . and honoring their
rights in the face of violence and abuse -- these are our
collective responsibilities.

This concept was eloquently expressed in a pastoral letter
issued in the United States several years ago by the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops. In that letter, entitled Putting
Children and Families First, the bishops said:

"No government can love a child, and no policy can
substitute for a family’s care. But, government can either
support or undermine families. There has been an unfortunate,

3

1y



unnecessary and unreal polarization in [the] discussion (of]) how
best to help families. The undeniable fact is that our children’s
future is shaped both by the values of their parents and the
policies of our nation."

As adults, we must take responsibility for our children so
that they can learn to take responsibility for themselves. And we
must insist that society’s most vital institutions -- family,
school, and church -- create the conditions necessary for our
children to fulfill all their God-given potential.

To be sure, our challenges differ from country to country,
and our recipes for progress may require different ingredients.
The purpose of this gathering is not to prescribe one solution,

but to share ideas and opinions and learn from each other’s
experiences.

Here in the United States, for example, we are not doing
enough to ensure that women receive adequate pre- and post-natal
health care, particularly poor women and teenagers. In 1992, 22
percent of pregnant women in this country received no pre-natal
care.

As the rest of the world knows all too well, my nation faces
significant challenges in stopping an epidemic of gun violence
that daily claims the lives of children in our cities and towns.
Today, homicide is the leading cause of death for African
American youth in the United States and violence is the second
leading cause of death for youngsters between the ages of 10 and
14.

Combined with violence is an equally disturbing scourge of
narcotics use among our young people. Illegal drugs are readily
available in too many communities in the United States, and even
in some of our schools. Studies show that as many as seven
million children abuse alcohol and drugs to some extent

At the same time, we are making progress on behalf of some
of our children -- progress that is visible right here in Miami.
Just yesterday I had the opportunity to visit Jackson Memorial
Hospital and Drew Elementary School -- two institutions that have
achieved remarkable successes in disadvantaged communities.

Jackson Memorial Medical Center, which is affiliated with
the University of Miami, has the difficult task of caring for
some of the poorest and neediest residents of this city. The
newborn intensive care unit that I visited yesterday serves the
highest risk population in Dade County -- but the hospital has
achieved the lowest infant mortality rates in the state.

The hospital also"has devised innovative ways of serving its
community. A mobile van brings doctors and nurses to those who
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might otherwise go without necessary treatment and care.

Drew Elementary School is located in a predominantly
African-American neighborhood. Community leaders devised a
cultural exchange program in which students from Drew and a
predominantly Hispanic school called Seminole Elementary come
together for a variety of activities that promote tolerance and
understanding. To enhance communication across cultures, students
at Drew take Spanish from the second grade on.

The positive educational climate at Drew is reflected in the
student attendance rate: 95 percent of the school’s students come
to class every day.

Drew has succeeded because parents, teachers, the school
principal and community leaders have worked hard to create an -
environment where children feel safe, secure, and confident that
they will thrive. The adults have taken responsibility; and the
children are learning to take responsibility as well.

In every one of our nations, dedicated, energetic, and
caring people are battling on the front lines to solve some of
society’s most vexing problems. The purpose of this gathering is
to educate each other about our challenges and our successes --
and to make our efforts more cooperative by sharing the knowledge
and experience each of us holds within us.

When we return to our capitals, I hope we will not be guided
solely by documents, policy papers, and official pronouncements,
but also by the desire in our hearts to see that all children
have the gift of hope in their lives.

In the words of Gabriela Mistral [Mee-strall), the visionary
Chilean educator, poet, and Nobel prize winner for literature:
"Let me be more maternal than a mother; able to love and defend
with all of a mother’s fervor the child that is not flesh of my
flesh."

As she once said: "Many things we need can wait. The child
cannot . . . To him, we cannot say tomorrow. His name is today."

Thank you for coming to Miami, and for joining together in
this important cause.

And now, let us go from words to deeds.
[Introduce UNICEF video]
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. THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR CHILDREN
The Health and Education Dimension’

Sir George Alleyne’

Madam Chairperson, Mrs. Clinton, First Ladies of the Americas, ladies and gentlemen.

First let me congratulate Mrs. Clinton, First Lady of the United States for having selected this
critical issue as the topic of this special symposium and express thanks on behalf of the Pan
American Health Organization for having been given the opportunity to participate in this unique
event.

The expectations of this summit have been very high and the world is watching as the heads of
state establish the basic principles that should forge 4 new future for the people of the Amecricas.
The essence of this new future is that the social conditions should so change that our people can
look forward to that security whick is at the heart of human development. One of the best
indicatars of the hrightness of that future is the well-being of our children - a well-being that
allows them to exercise fully their life options. For many of our children the social conditions
that surround them are issues of life or dcath, or cven worsc, thcy may be condemned to a
something akin to a living death as they eke out an existerice in circumstances that do not kdll
but will not support life as it should be lived.

— The increasing number of high level meetings and agreements that fix the attention of our leaders
on thc wcll-being of children is a testimony to the general concern that exists. A very recent
accord that invokes the name of the great Colombian patriot Antonio Narifio is a stirring call for
the commitment of governments to address the health, education and civic rights of our children

and provide a healthy environment - not tomorrow, but now. As a result of action on many

fronts and concern by many persons, governments and agencies we have advanced, but even as
we advance, the magnitude of the remaining task becomes even clearer.

I will attempt in this brief presentation to show where we are, sume of Uie impediments 10 more

rapid progress and what in my judgement a group like this might do to advance the cause of
children.

It is one of the peculiar deficiencies of our systems that the health of our children is measured
most often by the rate at which they die. In Latin Aimnetica and the Caribbean 600,000 infants
die each year, there are 47 infant deaths for every 1,000 live births, and for the 34 countries
attending this Summit the infant-mortality rate is 33 per 1,000 live births. We often dissemble
and congramlate. nnrselves hecause these rates are falling steadily - 30 years ago the rate was
three times as high. But any complacency should be wiped away by the knowledge that most
of these deaths are preventable. Latin American and Caribbean countries have infant death

! Remarks to be given at the Summit of the Americas, Miami, Florida, 10 December 1994.

2 Assistant Director, Director Elect of the Pan American Health Organization, Pan American
Sanitary Bureau, Regional Office of the World Health Organization
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ratcs that compare favorably with those of other developing countries. but perhaps this is not a
good comparison. A recent publication from my Organization shows that if the current
downward trends are mainlained, the infant mortality rate in Latin America and the Canibbean
30 years from now will be what it was in North America in the 1950s. This is a lag time of
over half a century, and the tragedy is that most of these deaths are due o lack of simple
technologies that are available now but are inaccessible because of social conditions, lack of
basic services and infections that can be prevented or treated.

The commonest of these irfections are pneumonia and diarrhoea. In some countries as many
as one Quarter of the deaths of children are due t0 pneumonia. We estimate that last ycar there
were some 200 million episodes of diarrhea in children and 200,000 of these children died.
Acute respiratory infections and diarrhea are not peculiar to children of developing countries but
thcy are more likely to die than their brothers and sisters in the developed world.

One of the reasons why they dic is that their infections arc often complicated by malnutrition.
The data, imperfect as they are, show that in some countries up to one third of children below
the age of 5 years are malnourished. In the majority ot 14 countries surveyed recently over
20% of children were sminted and the figure was as high as 55% in one case. At least one in
every five children had not reached his or her growth potential. Again we may point out
improvewments, and in almost every country surveyed the nutritional status of children has got
better over the years. But the poorest countries have rates of childhood malnutrition that are
more than ten times those for the USA and countries like Chile and Costa Rica.

Immunizations are among the most cost effective health technologies available and this
hemisphere has shown some remarkable achievements in vaccinating its children. At least 80%
of children are immunized against the common infections and BCG, or the vaccine against
tuberculosis, 1s given to 93% of the children under 1 year of age.  As cvidence of the sucecess
of immunization, this hemisphere was the first in the world to certify that transmission of the
polio virus has been interrupted, and it is a source of pride to all health workers that in the last
three years no child has been afflicted with paralytic poliomyelitis. The incidence of measles
is declining dramatically, and diphtheria and whooping cough are receding.

The successes against the vaccine preventable diseases lead us to ask why so many children still
die. Part of the answer lies in the inadequacy of health services. A recent survey of just over
1,600 maternal and child health services in Tatin America and the Caribbean showed that 80%
were unsatisfactory and close to 14% were in a critically poor condition,

Inadequate services do not contribute only to the deaths of children; their mothers also die. It
is nothing short of a scandal that in some of the poorest countries of our region, for every
100,000 babies bom, nver 300 women die of complications related to that birth. They die from
the complications of abortion, from hemorrhage or from infections - all of which are eminently
prevenlable ur ticatable if only the scrvices cxisted. The differences between the rich and the
poor are dramatized here as the maternal mortality reported for Haiti for example is some 80
times higher than that for Canada.
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There has been progress in education, but many deficiencies stll exist. In Latin America as a
whole 86% of children age 6-11 years have access to formal education. The major problems
do not lie in the access, but in the use inade of the facilitics, the repeat and drop out rates and
the lower school attainments in rural areas. It is estimated that 20% of children enter school
late, 42% repeat their first grade and there is an overall primary school repetidon rate of 29%.
It is estimated that over US$4 billion is spent each year to teach these primary school repeaters.
What a waste! The repetition rates are falling - albeit slowly, and the high current rates in some
counities do not indicatc a lack of schools but a lack of quality in the programs offered.

Some of the difficulties encountered at the primary school level are duc to the culturc shock
experienced by children leaving home and entering an educational environment to deal with a
foreign language of instruction. There is often lack of basic educational materials as well as
poor preparation and remuneration of teachers.

The data 1 have cited for health and educativn are mostly given as national averages and while
they show the differences among countries, they hide the real differences that exist within all
countries of the Americas - differences between the sexes, between urban and rural dwellers,
between indigenous and nan-indigenous peoples and more starkly between the rich and the poor.
These differences, translated into inequity in terms of access to and use of services, are the root
causes of the health problems of our children that may impair their ability to learn even when

thc cational services are available.

6 is is a most propitious time to address these social inequalities that result in unnecessary
deaths of our children and poor educational attainment. A decade ago when most of the
counuies of the Americas werc in the grip of a severe economic crisis, a call for equity fell on
less than sympathetic ears. But now, with the region as a whole showing signs of good financial
health, it is opportune to advocate vigorously for the social equity that will result in better health
for our children. As Ms. Nancy Birdsall points out, countries are more likely to achieve equity
in health if they experience moderate to high economic growth rates.

But there is another reason why our voices should be louder now. During the dark economic
days of the 1980s, there were large armies of health and education workers who labored to
maintain the modest improvements that occurred during those times. We owe it to them to see
that there is an even greater rate of change now that the situation has improved.

There is almost universal agreement on the broad measures to be taken to improve the situation,
including reform of the health system tv embrace the fundamental principles of primary health
care. There must be universal literacy and access to education for all.

But I wish to suggest some things that the talented and motivated participants in this symposium
might do to accelerate the rate of change in the status of our children.

‘/ L “The first and perhaps the most important commitment for any influential group is to be advocates
g for a systemic approach to tackling the social inequity that resuits in poor health and educational
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potential. Heaith and education are two of the essential contributors to. and indicators of,
genuine human development. We must appreciate that these interact between themselves and
power economic growth which is but anothcr component of that human development; and the
three, when linked together contribute to one of the basic principles of this summit - that of
preserving and strengthening the community of democracies of the Americas.

You might usefully insist that all countries dedicate more attention to monitoring the human
condition. Problems not brought to light never get addresced Unless our countries ectahlish
systems for adequate collection and amatysis of some of the basic social indicators such

as those relating to health and nultrition aud educational attainment, we will not make the correct
diagnoses or suggest the appropriate therapies. These data must be collected and analyzed with

the same zeal and enthusiasm that is dedicated to measuring the status of our nations’ financial
health.

Yuu might arm yourselves to make the proper arguments both in the corridors and at the tables
of power, There are very strong moral and ethical reasons for investing in health and education.
Healthy well educated youth have better opportunities to exercise their lite options and this 1s
the essence of human development. Health in and of itself is a resource for our living. But be
not afraid to buttress your reasoning with the arguments that show how investment in health and
cducation can spur economic growth and equally importantly, yields social benefits by
contributing to the correction of the unequal distribution of wealth in a nation, Investing in
education raises the productivity and enhances the flexibility of our people in the face of
changing labor market conditions, and you should also note that the returns of education
investment are higher for females than for males.

You might wish to make a firm commitment to mobilize actively the key social partners in your
efforts to redress the situation of children. These partners include the public sector, the privale
sector, the nongovernmental organizations, organized labor and the media. All can be induced
to see that sheer self-interest dictates that they should join in the efforts to ensure the health and
education of our children.

Finally, you must keep insisting that we must not be complacent with our ratc of improvement.
Edward Jenner first vaccinated a little boy against small pox in 1796 and it took nearly 200 years
before this Region’s children were free of that scourge. Thomas Francis first undertook massive
vaccination of children against poliomyelitis in this country in 1954; 40 years later this
hemisphere is free of that disease. Let us continue shortening the time between the discovery
and application of the simple measures that can make our children healthy, wise and wealthy in
the true sense of the word. Let us for example decide that no child should be infected with
measles, and undertake to make measles vaccine available in every corner of our hemisphere.
This can be a concrete contribution to the goals of this summit for reducing child mortality,

I hope your discussions go well and I know that I speak for numerous agencies and organizations

that are ready willing and able to help you to make a real difference to the quality of life of the
children of this hemisphere and of those who bear them.
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Combating the Problem of Illegal S an Crimes

* In order to safeguard children’s health and their futures, we must
educate our children on the dangers of drug abuse and prevent them
from using narcotics.

* We must continue our efforts to protect children from this threat and
prevent them from becoming involved in drug-related criminal
activities.

II. Promoting Prosperity Through Economic Integration and Free Trade

Free Trade in the Americas/Capital Markets Development and Liberalization

* Creates more jobs, allowing families to enjoy a higher standard of
living.

* Lessens need to depend on children to help augment the family’s
income, thus reducing child labor.

* Provides more commodity variety at more competitive prices,
helping to decrease malnutrition.

Hemispheric Infrastructure

* Increases access of all sectors of society to better transportation,
electricity, and clean water.

II1. Eradicating Poverty and Discrimination in Qur Hemisphere

Universal Access to Education

* All children, regardless of economic or social situation, will receive
the basic tools necessary to become full, participatory members of
society, especially girls, minorities, and indigenous groups.

* Requiring children to attend primary school will help eradicate child
labor.

* Ensures that all children have the foundation necessary to compete
in a modern economy and/or to go on to higher levels of education;
secondary school will train students for more complex jobs, allowing
them to be more competitive in the modern world economy.



Equitable Access to Basic Health Services

* Reducing child, infant, and maternal mortality rates will clearly
benefit children, who are particularly vulnerable to illness and
unhealthy living conditions.

* The success of immunization programs in eradicating the childhood
disease of polio demonstrate the importance of universal access to such
prevention programs.

Strengthening the Role of Women in Society

* Since many of the households in the hemisphere are headed by
women, increasing their opportunities to participate in all spheres of
political, social, and economic life will improve the well-being of the
members of those households.

IV. Guaranteeing Sustainable Development and Conserving Our Natural
Environment for Future Generations

Partnership for Sustainable Energy Use/Partnership for Pollution Prevention

* Developing cleaner sources of energy will improve the health of our
children.

* We need to ensure that our children are left with options for
renewable sources of energy.

Partnership for Biodiversity

* Ensures that we do not destroy the living resources or environment
of our planet, but rather preserve them for the sake of future
generations.

Children: the Foundation for the Americas of the 21st Century

¢ The broad range of Summit objectives are aimed not only at helping children
now, but also at giving children the tools they need to provide for themselves
and their children in the future.

e Future generations will be called upon to continue the work initiated at the
Miami Summit--we must prepare today’s children to be the leaders of tomorrow’s
integrated and democratic Western Hemisphere.



SYMPOSIUM ON CHILDREN OF THE AMERICAS

Themes for Working Group Session On

Children’s Education Issues

Summit Goals: A prim com 1
enrollment rate of at least 75 percent by the year 2010.

(See Summit Plan of Action Initiative 16, “Universal Access to Education,” for the
full text.)

Universal literacy and access to education at all levels, without distinction of race,
national origin or gender, is an indispensable basis for sustainable social and
cultural development, economic growth and democratic stability.

Although almost every country in the hemisphere has adult literacy rates of over 80
percent, there are still too many people who do not have a basic level of reading and
writing skills. Eradicating illiteracy is best approached by ensuring that children
are enrolled in and complete at least primary school. A number of factors impact on
both enrollment and completion rates, including pre-school environment, the
quality of the school’s curriculum and the training received by the educators.

The nurturing and nutrition children receive early in their lives dramatically
impact on their ability to thrive when they reach school age, and can improve
future performance and reduce costly repetition and drop-out rates. Approximately
8.9 million children in this hemisphere participate in early childhood programs.

Primary school enrollment of children age 6-11 increased over the last 20 years in
all countries in the region, especially in population centers. However, enrollment
levels remain relatively low in certain regions and sub-groupings (girls, indigenous,
urban minority and rural populations).

The World Bank estimates that every year $2.5 billion are spent on grade repetition
for 20 million children in Latin America. Countries are addressing drop-out and

repetition rates by setting national goals in educational efficiency as well as
relevance of what is taught.

The Summit initiative on education calls for governments to work with the private
sector and multilateral institutions to guarantee universal access to quality
primary education; support strategies to overcome nutritional deficiencies of
primary school children in order to enhance their learning ability; and create a
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 24, 1995

Mrs. Ruth Cardoso
Brazil

Dear Mrs. Cardoso,
Mrs. Wasmosy joins me in sending this letter.

As you know, this past December many of the Wives of Heads
of State and Government met during the Summit of the Americas to
discuss some of the most critical challenges facing children on
our Hemisphere. We were sorry you could not join us. Through
the contibutions of so many present, we identified three areas of
critical need which are of common concern and enormous importance
for the well being of our children.

The First Ladies’ Symposium agreed that investment in the
human capital of the Americas is vital to the broader goal of
eradicating poverty and discrimination. In order to follow up on
the important health and education issues that were raised, we
would like to propose that we, as First Ladies of the Hemisphere,
engage the citizens of our nations in an active three-point
agenda to advance the goals in health and education adopted by
the leaders at the Summit of the Americas.

The first initiative we propose for follow-up is the
elimination of the transmission of measles in the Americas by the
year 2000. To start this effort, I will participate in the
launching of the Measles Elimination Campaign at the Pan American
Health Organization (PAHO) headquarters in Washington, D.C. on
April 7. Mrs. Wasmosy will lead a parallel effort in Asuncién.

. We understand that local PAHO representatives have been in
contact with you and the other First Ladies to encourage you to
sponsor similar events in your countries. Our participation in
this important initiative will provide the campaign with higher
visibility, both at the national and the regional level. To
attack this problem, PAHO has formulated a regional project for
the elimination of the transmission of measles in the Americas
for the years 1995-2000. Strong partnerships with all sectors of
society can garner the political and financial support needed to
eliminate this killer disease.

The second critical initiative is the reduction of maternal
mortality in the Americas. Every year, 20,000 women die in the
hemisphere and at least 3 million are hospitalized from
complications relating to childbirth -- many of which are
preventable. We all agree that we need to promote the
implementation across the region of comprehensive health care
policies focused on women and the prevention of maternal
mortality and morbidity.



During the XXIII Pan American Sanitary Conference in 1990,
the Hemispheric Ministers of Health of the countries of the
region approved a Regional Plan for the Reduction of Maternal
Mortality in the Americas. Progress has been slow. Involving
ourselves in this initiative can help save lives of countless
women in all of our countries. We propose to include the issue
of maternal mortality and morbidity as an item for discussion at
the meeting of the Association of First Ladies that will be
hosted by Mrs. Wasmosy in Paraguay in October 1995. We are
convinced that we can generate renewed interest in an issue that
concerns the health and lives of women across the Americas. The
meeting in Paraguay will give us each an opportunity to review
the national plans, to learn what have been the most successful
strategies and projects to reduce maternal mortality and to learn
from each other.

The third area of interest is girls’ and women’s education,
which is also likely to be underscored at the 4th United Nations
World Conference on Women in Beijing. The rate of girls’
enrollment varies from country to country. We do know, however,
through extensive research in the field, that investments in the
education of girls yield a higher return than any other
investment in a country’s development. As you know, when
countries focus their resources on the education of girls, they
achieve a wide range of benefits, including significant
improvements in health, domestic, agricultural and industrial
productivity, democratic participation and family wellbeing. We
propose to seek ways as First Ladies to be engaged in this issue
and increase the awareness in our nations of the importance of
girls’ education. I was pleased to announce earlier this month
at the UN Summit on Social Development in Copenhagen that the
United States has made a commitment to financially support
efforts to enhance educational opportunities for hundreds of
thousands of poor girls and women around the world.

We hope that the above three areas and the suggested
initiatives adequately reflect the consensus reached at the
Summit Symposium in Miami and reflect the issues you believe are
most important for us in following up on that meeting.

Mrs. Wasmosy is also preparing additional items for the agenda to
reflect follow up to the First Ladies Meeting in St. Lucia.

Hillary Rodham Clinton
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FOR IMMEDIATE REILEASE

World Heaith Day 1995
Remarks by Hillary Rodham Clinton
First Lady of the United States

Thank you very much, Dr. Alleyne, and all of you who are gathered here today.

1 know that you’ve already had an excellent program. I know some of the speakers who’ve
already addressed you and the work they have done over decades on behalf of children and, in
particular, on behalf of immunization,

I am pleased to be here with all of you on World Health Day. This marks a historic
opportunity for all nations to come together to work to improve the health of our global family.
I also want to thank all of you here at PAHO who are on the frontlines every day promoting

. better health throughout our hemisphere.

I agree completely with Dr. Alleyne that you are the real champions of children and it
is your work every single day, your persistence in many instances— your begging, your
challenging, your promoting the idea that every child, every person is entitled to health care,
thar really makes what we are now celebrating with the eradication of polio in this hemipshere
a reality.

Nothing is more importtant to our shared future than the well-being of children and for
that reason I am especially pleased that children are the focus of this year’s World Health Day]
As you may know, I just returned yesterday from a 10-day trip to South Asia, where I saw
firsthand some of the world's greatest health challenges and also some of the most innovative,

. thoughtful methods of bringing better health care to children and women in poor and remote
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areas. For me, that trip was an inspiring reminder of how much progress can be made when the
will and commitment are there to help those in need.

Today’s world is one of great promise for the 130 million children of our own
hemisphere. Great promise, because our children are obviously our lifeline to prosperity and
progress in the exciting and unpredictable century that lies ahead.

Great promise because there are millions of healthy children across the Americas, whose
future are filled with hope and great promises because of historic commitments born at the the
Summit of the Americas las December, commitments that will translate into greater opportunity
and justice for all children.

Among other initiatives, government leaders endorsed the goal of making basic health
services available to all citizens. That will be extremely beneficial to children, who are the most

. vulnerable to illnesses and unhealthy living conditions. I also want to commend the first ladies
who participated in this symposium on children in Miami and worked with Dr. Alleyne to clarify
our common vision and goals.

Today these women across the Americas are tuming rhetoric into reality by helping
launch PAHO’s historic campaign to eliminate measles from our hemisphere by the year 2000.
Later this year many of these women will convene in Paragnay to review our efforts and share
our expcrienées in working to meet this goal. The campaign to eliminate measles is vital to all
of our futures. It will save the lives of countless children in every country and will bring
primary health care to every single village in our hemisphere.

I say this with confidence because we know from past experience that it can be done. The

‘ Pan American Health Organization already has led the world in getting rid of the polio virus.



04/07/53 18:33 T202 861 3143 DPI PAHO/WHO do003/0086
r .

®

Since the World Health Organization resolved to fight polio in 1988, the number of polio cases
around the world has declined by 82%. Today, 145 countries are polio free and last year, as we
already heard, the Americas became the first region in the world to be declared formally free
of polio and not a single case has been detected in the region since August of 1991.

All of you here should take great pride in that achievement. You succeeded in getting
many nations and private and public institutions imvolved and that is no small achievement.

Now the work must continue in other parts of the world and in our region we must turn
our attention to another major health threat to children: measles. My husband often talks about
children as the greatest resource of every nation and one of the best ways to build on that
resource is to iovest in children, especially their health.

And I would add and echo Dr. Alleyne’s comments. When we talk about health and

. education for children, we’re not talking about a soft issue, about a marginal issue. We are not

talking about an issue that is the province of women. We are talking about a core issue that will
determine the future of every one of our nations and this is an urgent mission, that we
understand fully how significant the health of our children is to the future of all of us.

Because just as we live in a time of great promise for children, we also live in a time of
great peril. More than 1/2 of the population in this hemisphere is under the age of 23 and too
many of our young people in every one of our countries suffer from poverty, hunger, illiteracy
and inadequate health care,

But the statistics need not be so grim. While ushering children into the world is the
province of families, protecting them from avoidable diseases must be viewed as the shared

‘ responsibility of our larger human family. We all know that a sick child has much less chance
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of learning, growing and fulfilling his or her potential than a child who is healthy.

A sick child has much less reason to be hopeful and optimistic about the future, less likely to
develop into a healthy, productive citizen. That is why it is our responsibility as a community
of nations to insist that all children receive the health care they need. We have the technology.
Vaccinations exist for most of the major childhood diseases and they are far cheaper than long
term treatments or the disabilities that result when children become seriously ill.

All we need now is the commitment to make these immunization campaigns succeed. the
United States has been a proud partner of past efforts to eliminate major childhood diseases in
this hemisphere. Nearly half of all external donor funding for the polio campaign came from the
United States Agency for International Development. The United States currently is providing
nearly US$7 million as part of our child survival programs in the countries of the Americas.

. Today I am pleased to announce that the United States will join in partnership with
PAHO in the campaign to eliminate measles across the hemisphere. PAHO has estimated that
an additional US$46 million is needed for immunization programs between now and the end of
the century. Through USAID, the United States plans to extend a five-year, US$20 million grant
to PAHO to advance hemispheric health care pdorities.

Although the United States, like many other nations, is operating under budget
constraints, our government hopes to allocate US$8 million directly to the Regional Expanded
Program on Immunization, which includes support to the measles campaign. At the same time,
we have every expectation that just as with the polio effort, USAID programs and technical
support across the Americas will help boost the campaign to eliminate measles.

. During the polio campaign those programs more than doubled our regional commitment. One
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of the most important aspects of PAHO's campaign to eliminate measles is that it will advance
all of our immunization efforts.

Perhaps equally important, it does reflect a larger vision of health reform that extends
a basic package of integrated health services throughout the region and in that way carries
forward the Summit of the Americas plan of action.

It also provides us through this measles campaign continuing opportunities for
surveillance throughout the region so that we do remain very much focused on how effective we
are in delivering immunization services. We have succeeded with respect to polio, but we must
remain vigilant as to that disease and all others. Although our specific health challenges may
differ from country to country, and our recipes for progress may require different ingredientes,
we share a common future and a common cause: we must not work in isolation to solve our

. problems, whether we are health organizations, NGOs, government leaders, private citizens we
must join together as partners who appreciate the value of sharing our knowledge and experience
and we must remember that when it comes to helping our children words alone are not enough,
policy papers are not enough, press releases are not enough, documents and studies are not
enough. We have had more than our share of each.

Instead. we must translate into action what we can do and then get on with the business
of doing it.

Ultimately, we must be guided by a desire in our hearts to see that all children have the
gift of hope in their lives. As the wonderful Chilean poet Gabriela Mistral once wrote "Many
things we need can wait, the child cannot.” And so today, as we celebrate this very imporant

. effort, I hope each of us will remember that the child cannot wait and we can do something to
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ensure that the child throughout this hemisphere has the opportunity to live up to his or her God-
given potential.

Thank you very much.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release September 6, 1995

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
REMARKS TO THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT FUND FOR WOMEN
YWOMEN’S ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT" PANEL
BEIJING, CHINA

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you, Noleen. Thank you very much and I
want to commend all of you who are here because I think that this
is one of the most important panels to hear from the three people
that you will be hearing from in a few minutes, that will take
place at this conference. I want to thank Noleen and also the
United Nations Devzlopment Fund for Women, which we all know as
UNIFEM. It is a word that in any language translates into hope
for women who dream of a better life for themselves, their
families, and their nations.

Around the world, UNIFEM has invested in the lives and
aspirations of women and has helped to empower women in ways that
have not been tried before such as what we will be discussing
here this evening. I am pleased to announce that the United
States is releasing its pledge of one million dollars to UNIFEM
for 1995 so that it can continue this work.

We are here today to talk about micro credit, where it’s
needed, what it is, what it can do, how it has transformed lives.
It’s called micro, but its impact on people is gigantic. It takes
just a few dollars, often as little as $10, to help a woman to
self-employment, lift her and her family out of poverty. It is
not a handout; it’s a helping hand.

From the Grameen Bank in Bangladesh or to the Self-Employed
Women’s Association in India, or to the work in Ghana that you
will hear about, to banks and programs modeled on these from
Indonesia to the Dominican Republic, to my own country, we have
seen that micro-lending works. Women who have received loans from
the Grameen bank, for example, have a repayment rate of 97
percent, and often within one year. And they invest their money
well. Some buy milk cows to expand their family’s agricultural
livestock, some buy materials to make handicrafts which they
then sell. Others make bricks, or repair bicycles. But the fact
is: give a woman a seed, and she will plant it, she will water
it, nurture it, then reap it, share its fruits, and finally, she
will replant it. In this way, step by step, the world’s poorest
women are leading their families, their communities and their
countries to a better future. When we help these women to sow,
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we all reap.

I met many such woman during my visit to South Asia earlier
this year. I met women in India, I met women in Bangladesh.
Whether it is a milk cow in Bangladesh, or a computer in Chicago,
women need help and encouragement and credit to make that first
investment.

I will never forget a woman I met in my own country at a
program called Mi Casa in Denver that is modeled after these
programs you will hear about this evening. It is a program
designed not only to provide credit, but to do something even
more fundamental: to help build self-respect and self-
sufficiency. The women who came to this program were on welfare,
but they saw a better future for themselves and their children.
And they just needed a little help -- a jump-start -- to realize
their own potential. But often that jump-start is hard to come
by.

As this one woman told me: "Many great ideas die in the
parking lots of banks" -- because women get only so far, they
don’t even get in the door, in many cases, before they are turned
away." That kind of discouragement has killed the dreams of
millions and millions of women.

In the United States we are attempting to build up a micro-
enterprise network. It is still very young. But already several
hundred programs have enabled tens of thousands of Americans to
seek and find economic opportunity for themselves.

This conference has identified economic opportunity as a
critical area of concern, and we have to look for positive,
practical ways to implement that concern. Access to credit,
particularly through micro-enterprise, is a key priority. Our
country has accepted the challenge of making the world conference
on women a conference of commitments and I want to announce, this
evening, some of the actions our government will take to further
self-employment and micro enterprise development in our country.

Our Small Business Administration is already making more
loans than ever to women. Through the Community Development
Financial Institutions Fund, we will establish a new Presidential
awards program to honor outstanding microlending organizations.
These awards will provide challenging benchmarks for
microenterprise programs throughout the nation and acquaint the
public with the prevalence of such programs within our own
economy. We believe they will also highlight the important work
of programs that provide microenterprises with key support
structures such as access to credit, markets, technical advice,
and training.

The President also is establishing a mechanism to better
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coordinate microenterprise programs across a number of our
federal agencies to ensure that those programs are doing the job
they were set out to do. Additionally, the United States will
continue to support microenterprise in developing countries
through USAID.

We know that it will take a lot of education to spread the
good word about micro-credit. Despite a record that is
inspiring, we still meet with skepticism and outright disbelief.
There are very few financial institutions anywhere in the world
that can report a 97 percent lending rate that is returned within
a year. And yet, time and again, at conferences where micro-
enterprise is discussed, bankers and others don’t understand how
they could actually do it in our economies around the world. So
we are going in every way possible in our country to spread the
word and to provide such technical assistance as will make more
micro-enterprise programs available.

We are also concerned that capital formation and growth in
some economic sectors often is now accompanying higher
unemployment, longer hours with less pay, and severe restrictions
on access to credit. We can not allow small enterprises to be
marginalized as a result of greater consolidation within the
global economy.

I became a believer in microcredit years ago, when my
husband was the governor of the state of Arkansas. It’s a poor
state, and we were looking for ways to help people who didn’t
have access to credit. We found our model at the Grameen bank
from Bangladesh and the South Shore Bank from cChicago, Illinois.
That bank helped steer private investments to neighborhoods that
need them, and we worked out a partnership with both Grameen,
thanks to Dr. Eunice, and the South Shore Bank, that created a
development bank, that created a borrowing fund, and began to
make the kinds of investments in that state that we would like to
see made throughout our country.

It’s been a priveledge for me to meet leaders such as those
who are on this panel because they have devoted not their 1lives
to finding ways of ending poverty, they have been successful in
changing the lives of so many people. And they have particularly
focused on changing the lives of women. As Dr. Yin has told me,
one time when he started the Grameen Bank lending idea, he had
the revolutionary concept in mind of providing loans in a fifty
percent, fifty percent ratio, for men and women. He quickly
found out that women were better credit risks, that women would
invest the money more in the family, that women would repay the
loans. And so gradually over time, more and more women became
the focus of the Grameen Bank’s lending. That was, ont only
revolutionary, but it set a fire that has gone through the
developing world as a way of telling people that women are able
to become self-sufficient if they are given the tools that enable
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WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release September 6, 1995

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
REMARKS TO THE NGO FORUM
HUAIROU, CHINA

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you. Thank you so much. I feel so much
at home and so much a part of this group. I only wish that in
addition to the enthusiasm and interest amongst all of the NGOs
who are gathered here, the weather had been more cooperative this
morning and I greatly regret that we were forced to move this
occasion indoors in order to avoid any of us drowning out there.
But I am very sorry that not everyone who wished to be with us
this morning was able to be in, and I hope all of you will convey
my personal regrets to anyone who was turned away or disappointed
because of the size of this auditorium.

It is a great pleasure for me to be here, and I want to
start by thanking Supatra and Irene for their leadership in this
extraordinary and historic enterprise. But I also want to thank
all of you who are here, because I know from looking at the lists
of people who have come, of knowing personally many of the
Americans who have come, that in this auditorium and at this
Forum, there are thousands and thousands of women and men who
every day work to make lives better in their communities for all
people. And that is the greatest contribution any one of us is
able to make, and that is why the United States and many other
countries so strongly support the efforts of NGOs and have worked
very hard to ensure that NGOs could participate in this Forunm.

As many of you know, our government and other governments
recognize the important role that NGOs play in policy and
planning, in development and implementation and monitoring of
programs that advance the progress of women.

I have come here, to Huairou, to salute you for your
dedication to a cause greater than all of us. I know that many
of you went to great efforts to be here. I know many were kept
from attending this Forum. I know that for many of you who did
get here, getting here was far from easy. Many of you did not
even know until the last minute that you would be permitted to
travel here, and others bore great personal expense in order to
come. In addition to the weather, which is not



And I also want to say a special word on behalf of women with
disabilities who have faced particularly challenging (inaudible)

But I mostly want to thank you for your perseverance,
because you did not give up, you did not stay away, you are here,
and the fact that you are, will make a difference in the days and
months and years to come. Because even though you may not be
physically present in Beijing at the Conference during these ten
days, the wisdom that is accumulated here, the experience, the
energy, the ideas are on full display. Thanks to your
resourcefulness, your tenacity, your sense of purpose and your
spirit, you are playing an important role in this Conference, and
you will be the key players in determining whether or not this
Conference goes beyond rhetoric and actually does something to
improve the lives of women and children.

As I said yesterday, the faces of the women who are here
mirror the faces of the millions and millions who are not. It is
our responsibility, those of us who have been able to attend this
Conference and this NGO Forum, to make sure that the voices that
go unheard will be heard. This Conference is about making sure
that women, their children, their families, have the
opportunities for health care and education, for jobs and
political participation, for lives free of violence, for basic
legal protections, and yes, for internationally recognized human
rights no matter where they are or where they live.

Time and time again we have seen that it is NGOs who are
responsible for making progress in any society. Some of us never
knew we were NGOs twenty and twenty-five and thirty years ago.
That was not even a phrase that any of us had ever heard. We
were people working together on behalf of all of those rights
which we care about and hold dear. But when one looks at the
progress that has been made throughout the world, it is clear
that it is the NGOs who have charted real advances for women and
children. It is the NGOs who have pressured governments and have
led governments down the path to economic, social, and political
progress, often in the face of overwhelming hostility. Again,
NGOs have persevered, just as you have by coming here and staying
here and participating in this Forum. What will be important as
we end the Forum and the Conference at the end of this week is
that it-will be NGOs who will hold governments to the commitments
that they make. And it is important that the final Platform for
Action that is adopted be distilled down into words that every
woman, no matter where she lives, or how much education she has,
can understand. I think we should want every woman, no matter
where she is, to believe that there are women all over the world
who care about her health, who want her children to be educated,
who want her to have the dignity and respect that she deserves to
have.



When I think of the faces that I have seen in my own
country, when I think of the women who did not have health care
because they cannot afford it in the United States of America,
when I think particularly of a woman I met in New Orleans,
Louisiana, who told me that because she did not have enough money
she was told by physicians there in our country, that they would
not do anything about the lump in her breast, but would merely
wait and watch, because if she had insurance she would have been
sent to a surgeon. I think about the woman I met in a village
outside Lahore, Pakistan, who had ten children, five boys and
five girls, and was struggling as hard as she could to make sure
her girls were educated and wanted help to get that job done. I
think of the faces of the beautiful women I met at SEWA, the
Self~-Employed Women’s Association in India. All of them had
walked miles and miles, some of them for twelve and fifteen hours
to get to our meeting together, and I listened as they stood up
and told me what it had meant that for the first time in their
lives, they were having a little money of their own. They could
buy their own vegetable carts. They could buy their own thread
and materials so that they could make income for themselves and
their families.

I think of the women in the village in Bangladesh, a village
of untouchables, I think of how those women who were Hindus
invited to their village for my visit women from the neighboring
village who were Moslems. I think of how those women sat
together under a lean-to. Hindus and Moslems together in one of
the poorest countries of the world, but so many of those women
telling me what their lives had been changed to become because
they had become borrowers that were now part of the Grameen Bank
micro-enterprise effort. I think particularly of the play that
their children put on for me to see, a play in which the children
acted out the refusal by a family to let a girl child go to
school. And then further down the road from that village, I
stood and watched families coming to receive food supplements in
return for keeping their girl children in school.

Those are the kinds of women and experiences that happen
throughout the world, whether one talks about my country or any
country. Women are looking for the support and encouragement
they need to do what they can for their own lives and the lives
of their children and the lives of their families. The only way
this Conference will make a difference to these women is if the
results of the Conference are taken and distilled down into one
page perhaps, which states basic principles that you and I would
perhaps debate and understand but may not be easily communicated.
If that is done, then to carry that message into every corner of
the world so there can be sharing of experiences. When I came
home from Bangladesh, I visited in Denver, Colorado, a program
that is modeled on the Grameen Bank, helping American women who
are welfare recipients get the dignity and the skills that they
need to take care of themselves and their children.
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So despite all of the difficulties and frustrations you have
faced in coming here and being here, you are here not only on
behalf of yourselves, but on behalf of millions and millions of
women whose lives can be changed for the better. If you resolve
along with all of us, to leave this place and do what we can
together to make the changes that will give respect and dignity
to every woman.

I know that today at the women’s conference there is a
special celebration of girls. The theme is: "Investing in
Today’s Girls, Tomorrow’s Women, and the Future." We know that
much of what we do, we are doing not for ourselves, but we are
doing for our daughters, our nieces, our granddaughters. We are
doing it because we have the hope that the changes we work for
will take root and flower in their lives. When I was privileged
to be in New Delhi, India, I met a young woman who I think spoke
for many, many women, and someone asked me yesterday at the
conference if I had a copy of the poem which this young woman
wrote. And I said that I did and she asked if I could read it
today, and I said that I would. Because this was a poem about
breaking the silence, the silence that afflicts too many women’s
lives, the silence that keeps women from expressing themselves
freely, from being full participants even in the lives of their
own families. This poem written by a young woman, I think, is
particularly appropriate since we are celebrating today the
future of girls. Let me read it to you:

"Too many women in too many countries speak the same
language of silence. My grandmother was always silent,
always agreed. Only her husband had the positive right, or
so it was said, to speak and to be heard. They say it is
different now. After all, I am always vocal, and my
grandmother thinks I talk too much. But sometimes I wonder.
When a woman gives her love as must do generously, it is
accepted. When a woman shares her thoughts as some women do
graciously, it is allowed. When a Woman fights for power
as all women would like to, quietly or loudly, it is
questioned. And yet, there must be freedom if we are to
speak. And yes, there must be power if we are to be heard.
And when we have both freedom and power, let us not be
misunderstood. We seek only to give words to those who
cannot speak --- too many women in too many countries.

I seek only to forget my grandmother’s silence."

That is the kind of feeling that literally millions and
millions of women feel every day. And much of what we are doing
here at this Forum and at this Conference is to give words to
break the silence and then to act. When I was at Copenhagen for
the Summit on Social Development, I was pleased to announce that
the United States would make an effort to enhance educational
opportunities for girls so that they could attend school in
Africa, Asia, and Latin America. Today that effort, funded with
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Remarks of J. Brian Atwood
INMED Sixth Millennium Conference

September 11, 1995
Washington, D.C.

I am pleased to have the opportunity to be with you today at the Sixth Annual
Millennium Conference of INMED. Your special focus this year on child-centered
strategies for health is an important element in development. And you in this room
were among the pioneers in moving this issue to front and center,

The Fourth World Conference on Women now taking place in Beijing,
continues to produce news. We have heard a great deal of rhetoric about the
importance of women, of children and of the family. I am confident that delegates in
Beijing will be advancing a position on these issues that will have been informed by
the pioneering work of INMED.

Before getting further into these important issues, I want to say that Hillary
Rodham Clinton’s speech demonstrated, as The New York Times put it, that "a clear
and forceful statement makes a far more powerful point than staying home in sullen
protest.” I respect the well-meaning critics (some weren’t so well-meaning) who
urged the First Lady to stay home to protest the Chinese government’s abhorrent
human rights record. But she was correct to have gone. She did more for the cause
of human rights in China and women’s rights, in general, by going to Beijing than she
ever could have done staying home.

Many of the critics of the Beijing conference were even more hostile to the
issues being discussed at the Conference than to its venue. They asserted in the media
that the conference was a nefarious attack on the foundations of family and society in
the developing world; that it was an attempt to replace fathers and mothers with
government programs; that the delegates were anti-male and anti-religion; and that
their real goal was to undermine family values and redefine gender.

Some conservative critics even claimed that "working women deprive their
children of parenting needed to establish firm social values.” Well, I have news for
these critics, women have been working i these societies for thousands of years -- of
necessity. And, in many places families have worked together. Work and social
values are not antithetical, at least they weren’t where I grew up. My mother worked
and, as a child of the depressiof, she felt pride and relief that she could. Her work

made our family stronger. \



The Beijing Conference is about strengthening the family through empowering
women, as Hillary Rodham Clinton so eloquently put it.

For years, the international community too often ignored the vital role of
people, particularly women and families, amid the noisy din of debates over structural
adjustment, infrastructure needs and policy formulation. We tended to focus on
macro-economic statistics without looking at the effects on people. Those of us who
look at development through the eyes of real people understand that the family is the
basic unit of society. It is within the family that decisions are made about whether to
invest resources in housing, schooling or micro-enterprise. It is only when we focus
on the family that we really begin to understand how societies work. Without that
understanding, our best intentions may miss the mark.

We know that in the developing world women and children are terribly
vulnerable. Seventy per cent of the poor in the world are women and inevitably those
children for whom they are responsible also live in poverty. Women and children
comprise 2/3 of the populations of refugee camps. Children are often forced into
work when they should be in elementary school. Women’s reproductive function
exposes them to special health problems. Maternal mortality rises with the number of
births and infant mortality rises when pregnancies are not spaced.

The exciting thing about programs like INMED?’s is that they focus on these
problems from the perspective of real people, their families and their communities.
Y our special emphasis on women, children and youth as part of the solution has
opened so many new possibilities for development.

Children as agents of change. A fascinating concept. The ability of children
to learn at school and carry these lessons home -- whether about oral rehydration
therapy, sanitation, appropriate use of medication, or identifying medical symptoms.
That is a powerful tool for development.

I also believe that these people-oriented programs have an important long term
impact in building civil societies. By teaching children to be advocates for themselves
and for their families, you are helping train individuals who are willing to be
advocates for their communities and their nations.

All over the world, we have seen fragile new democracies struggle to establish
constituencies to support a lasting commitment to open government. By teaching civic
education at an early age, we help plant the durable seeds that a democratic system
needs to flourish. By teaching children the basic values of ethnic tolerance and
respect for human rights, we can avoid future conflicts.
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We have made a real effort at the new USAID to get back to these basics and
to practice participatory development. We know that economic growth cannot be
sustained where civil society is not strong. We understand that institutional vehicles
for constructive community engagement are essential.

A few months ago, in Copenhagen, Vice President Gore announced USAID’s
New Partnerships Initiative. This is a program that is the antithesis of old fashioned
top-down government-to-government foreign aid. "New Partnerships" helps create the
vehicles for community action. It has three main objectives: strengthening the role of
nongovernmental organizations in development programs; empowering small
businesses and entrepreneurs to drive economic growth; and helping nations bolster
democracy at the local level. The New Partnerships Initiative is driven by -a single
idea -- that families and individuals, when given the power and opportunity to change
their lives, will do exactly that. The initiative will increase the proportion of USAID
funds that flow to NGOs, and it will strengthen the rich mosaic of organizations
operating in the developing world.

Another key part of our approach is a concentration on the role of women in
society. It should be obvious that economic and social progress will remain beyond
our reach if women are denied equal legal status and lack a clear voice in public
decision making. In most countries women have the right to vote, but a web of
cultural, social, legal, economic, and educational constraints often inhibit their
participation in society. So long as these obstacles stand, women will have less access
to education, less access to health care, less access to the economies of their countries
and less ability to contribute to development. That isn’t good for anyone.

Two weeks ago, in Beijing, Ambassador Madeleine Albright announced
USAID’s Women’s Political Participation and Legal Rights Initiative. This effort will
provide assistance in leadership training, political networking, civic education and
technical training. It’s goal is to strengthen women’s participation in the political
process. The Women’s Legal Rights program will both develop knowledge and
disseminate information regarding women’s legal status; and build the capacity of
organizations and institutions to bolster those legal rights.

We believe this Initiative will make an important contribution to the consensus
goals world governments have embraced at U.N. conferences in Cairo, Copenhagen
and Beijing. More importantly, it will allow us to finally exploit the untapped
potential of women in the developing world.

In designing our programs, we must not only consider the interrelationships
between people and the institutions of society, but also the linkages between all aspects



of peoples lives -- between health, education, family size and economic opportunity.
Look at family planning.

Despite the convenient rhetoric of critics, family planning has proved again and
again to improve the welfare of families and their individual members. Children born
into smaller families enjoy higher educational achievement, health and economic
productivity. Family planning saves lives. By helping a woman bear her children at
the healthiest times for both baby and mother, family planning increases child survival
rates and decreases maternal deaths. A smaller family can allow a woman to be more
economically and civically involved in her community. Where girls begin
childbearing later, that is, after their teenage years, they are able to pursue more
opportunities for education and employment. These activities in turn, encourage
young women to have smaller, healthier families.

Similarly, improving access to basic education for girls can make a powerful
difference. Better education often leads a woman to want a smaller family. It allows
families and individuals to be more economically productive, it makes for improved
public health and it is the very backbone of a healthy democratic society. One is hard
pressed to imagine how anyone could object to expanding access to basic education for
all members of a society, particularly for girls who had been heretofore excluded.

Education, child survival, family planning, nutrition, microenterprise, and
democracy programs are all part of the collective effort we undertake with
organizations such as INMED, PAHO and many others to build the institutional
capacity that will enable developing countries to gain their independence from our
programs. We all have the same long-term goal. All of us work to ultimately put
ourselves out of business. But first we have to help build the institutions that are the
prerequisites for a democratic society. The family. Small business. Grassroots
democratic institutions.

But we all know that our work is being challenged as never before. The debate
in Congress over the funding and existence of USAID is taking place against the
backdrop of the larger battle over the federal budget. Like every government agency
we have to reduce our program. But it is also clear that there are some who would

use the pretext of the budget debate to disengage the United States, to end foreign aid
once and for all.

There could not be a worse time to isolate America from the rest of the world.
The investments we make in children today will be repaid many-fold in the future. If
we ignore issues such as polio and the AIDS epidemic abroad, we will pay high costs
in our own communities. If we abandon our commitments, history will prove a harsh
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judge of our generation.

I recall, almost exactly a year ago, walking through the massive refugee camp
at Goma during the Rwanda crisis. I still carry with me the poignant memory of the
faces, particularly the eyes, of the children I saw there. Eyes that should have been
filled with happiness and dreams for the future were, instead, nearly lifeless. The
blank stares were haunting. A whole generation of Rwandan children had been cast
into uncertainty and were living on the very brink.

Rwanda risks losing that generation of children. If that happens, conflict and
misery will be perpetuated.

That is what is at stake as we consider the world’s children. If we do not reach
the children, there will be no chance to break the cycle of poverty and violence that
has cost so many so much. But we can also create a positive self-fulfilling prophecy:
If we can educate and care for the youth of the developing world, we can watch the
ripples of hope and energy that will, in Robert Kennedy’s words, "build a current
which can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and resistance."
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(September 19, 1995)

Responding to a request from the Summir Coordination Office. and on behalf of
the Director of the Pan American Health Organization, Sir George Alleyne, I am pleased
to inform the members of the SIRG about the very concrete activities that PAHO has
undertaken together with the countries in follow up to the Summit of the Americas with
regard to the specific mandates to PAHO in implementing Iniciative 17 “Equity Access
to Health Services”, and Iniciative 23 “Parinership for Pollution Prevention.”

PAHO as the specialized intergovernmental agencv for health of the Inter-
Asmcrican system, and as the Regional Office for thc Americas of the World Health
Organization, has been honored to plav an active role in supporting the countries in
implementing the calls to action that came from the Summit of the Americas in

Deccmber 1994.

Last June, during our Executive Committee Meeting, the Ministers of Health of
the countries of the region engaged in a lengthy discussion of the Summit of the
Americas (SOA) Declaration and Plan of Action, its implications for PAHO's
programming and the role the governinents, civil society and private sector should play
to implement the agreements relating ta health and environment that were made at the
Summit. Thus signifving the important impact that the SOA has had in the region,
having brought topics such as health sector reform, the partnership for pollution
prevention, the control of diseases such as AIDS. and children's health to the forefront
of policy-malking agendas in the Western Hemisphere.

PAHO, following on the specific mandates of the 34 heads of states and
governments of the Hemisphere, is hosting two Ministerial Level Conferences at the end
of Sepremoer and in earlv October. Similarly, we alsu will paitdcipate actively in the
First Ladies Meeting to take place in Paraguay mid October of this vear.

The Conference on Health Scctor Reform, will be cosponsored by the Inter-
American Development Banl (IDB) and the World Bank (IBRD), ECLAC, OAS,
UNFPA, UNICEF, USAID ,and the Canadian Government. It will be held at PAHO
Headquarters in Washington, D.C, on 29 - 3C September 1995. This Conference will
focus primarily on health care financing and organization of health services.

@ooz
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The Conference will offer a forum to national authorities and international
agendes involved in the refarnn processes 1a chare their experiences. The purpase of the
meeting is to establish a frameworlk for the health sector refonn processes, to define
FAHO's role in monitoring them, improve interagencv coordination to support these
processes, and foster the strengthening of the Inter-American Health Sector Reform

Network.

The Pan American Conference on Health and Environment in Sustainable
Human Development cosponsored by the IDB. IBRD, OAS, UNDP, and UNEP, will
take placc in Washington D.C,, on | - 3 October 1995 and constitutes another step in
the continuous effort to promote the health-environment agenda in the Americas.

This Conference will be pivotal to incorporating health and environment into

country development plans and policies in the hemisphere. It is expected that the
Conference will result in a Pan American Charter on Health and Environment passed by

consensus by all of the participating countries.

At the First Ladies Meeting next October, PAHO will introduce the health
relared agenda items. including measles elimination, reduction of matemal mortality and
violence against women. PAHO is providing support in the process and will continue
supporting the countries in the follow-up of these initiatives.

All these activities are a reflection of PAHO's leadership role in implementing the
Sununit accords while setding an international agenda and providing tnvaluable input
towards the preparation for the Bolivia Summit in December, 1996.

We have made available foi vour infurmation  background materal on the
activities described above. | invite evervone to take a copy since it presents a more
comprehensive review than time now pennits me to take.

The following are some highlights of PAHO-sponsored activities that we are
implementing at intemational and national level as part of our mandate which
contributes to the achievement of the Summit's initiatives, in the various health arcas.

Health Sector Reform
PAHO responding to the mandate has cooperated with over 25 countries of the

Americas in the formulation and implementation of health sector reform initiatives.
Some of them are also being supparred by loans from the IDB and the World Bank.
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PAHO's cooperation with these efforts usually concentrates on alternative mechanisms
for improving the organization and financing of the health sector, in order to make them
more equitable and efficient in meeting rhe healrth needs of the populations concerned.

In addition to direct cooperation with individual countries, PAHO has also
promoted and supported several inter-country seminars and workshops dealing with
health sector reform in general, as well as with the most relevant topics involved in the
reform process. One of these seminars was held jointly with the IDB and World Bank
in Costa Rica, and counted with the particibation of health authorities from all Central
America. Another is being planned for next November in Antigua, with the participation
of Caribbean healt authorities.

Also closelv related with reform is the work that PAHO has done together with
the Economic Devclopment Institute of the World Bank, for the strengthening of the
Inter American Network of Health Economics and Finance. This network, that involves
national assodations or groups of health economists from a dozen countries, is playing
an important role in the dissemination of information and technical expertise in a field
that is rather underdeveloped throughout Latin America and the Caribbean.

The theme of the reform has also been the focus for PAHQO's eallabaration with
national Social Securitv Institutions in the Region, and their sub-regional associations.
Cooperation has been verv active with the Central American Council of Social Security
Institutions, the Andean Social Security Agreement, the Inter American Social Security
Conference and the Inter American Center for Social Security Studies. Other
counterparts involved in PAHO's cooperation for health sector reform are the national
parliaments of 25 Latin American and Caribbean countries, as well as the Latin, Central
American and Andean Parliaments.

Environment and Health

At the Summit of the Americas, PAHO signed a Memorandum of Understanding
with the U.S. Environinental Protection Agency (EPA), which called for increased inter-
agency cooperation and the development of joint projects. This has resulted in the
collaborative efforts between PAHO and [PA to sponsor scvecral workshops and
conferences and tc develop a strategy for the development and implementation of joint
projects to promote environmental health in the region.

PAHO was a co-sponsor of two lead conferences this vear, the Interational
Worlshop on Phasing Lead Out of Gasoline, March, 1995 and a subsequent workshop

&
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on the health effects of lead in Mexico, Mav, 1995, organized bv the U.S. National
Academyv of Medlcine. These nuxl\shops facilitated important discussion and
information exchange on lead phase-out from gasoline, a necessarv first step towards
achieving the Partnership for Pollution Prevention goal of elimination of lead from
gasuline in the Western 1lemisphere.

With initial guidance and input from the Inter-American Development Bank
(IDB) and its Multi-Lateral Investment Fund (MIJF), PAHO has developed two
prototype funding proposals for the MIF, to be used by countries or regions of the
Westem Hemisphere in their fonnulation of project proposals. The project proposals
cover the topics of pesticides and lead We are sharing these preject prototypes with
representatives of countries, to provide assistance in seeking financing for implementing
portions of the Pollution Prevention Partnership (PPP).

PAHO has actively participated in the Intemational Program for Chemical Safetv
(IPCS) and was a key player in a decision made this yecar w develop regional plans for
chemical safety. We have worked closelv with IPCS and EPA to develop a three-dav
hemxspherc-mde meeting on chemical safety in the Americas, to take place in November,

1995, in Puerto Rico.

PAHO will co-sponsor the first meeting of the PPP, to take place in November,
1995 and is working with countrics and regions to dcvclop project proposals for
discussion at the PPP meeting.

We have coordinated four regional training courses on risk assessment and risk
management for environmental decision-malking. These have taken place in Central
America, the Southern Cone and the Andean Region and the fourth course is schedule
for presentation in Mexico in early 1996. Follow-up activities to these courses are
currentlv under way to ensure long-term utilization of the skill and techniques learned.

PAHO has begun developing regional action plans to organize and approprately
target work toward kev environmental health issue areas in the Americas. Two regional
plans, one for chemical safetv and the other for hazardous waste control, are complete,
while plans for worker's health, air qualitv and risk assessment and management are near
completion. We are also developing a framework for environmental health data
collection and reporting. These plans and projects are available in both English and
Spanish, and are organized to facilitate inter-agency and inter-governmental
collaboration.

@ o
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Acquired Immimodeficicncy Syndrome

The Pan American Healuh Organization, in the context of the new Joint United
Nations Program on AIDS (UNAIDS), has prepared a regional plan of action for AIDS
control, which has been discussed with other regional and U.N. agencies as well as with
the multilateral banks and bilateral cooperation agencies. The plan and the promotional
efforts that will be carried out in the next few months to support the countries in their
efforts to prevent and control AIDS are being presented to PAHO's Directing Council.

The purpose of PAHO's Regional Plan of Action is to provide technical
cooperation to Member Countries in all health related activities within the framework
of the policies and strategies of UNAIDS in order to sustain a culturally-specific
multinational and multisectoral response to HIV/AIDS/STDs in the Region of the
Americas. The Regional Program on HIV/3TD of the Pan Amercan Icalth
Organization will provide a solid structure and a comprehensive framework to the
national AIDS programs in their activities to prevent and control AIDS through the
ubjectives and strategies described in the Regional Plan of Action for thc Americas.

Follow up to the Symposium on the Children of the Americas

. PAHO, together with AID and the Office of the First Lady of the United States
| of America and the First Ladies Offices of the hemisphere have devised an agenda of
concrete activitles leading up to the Paraguay Meeting of First Ladies in October 1995.
PAHO is the lead agency of the health task force organized to prepare the plans for the
measles elimination and the maternal mortality reduction programs. We will also
introduce the agenda item, "Violence Against Women, in the October meeting.

Progress in these areas is as follows:

Measles Elimination. The First Lady of the United States of America declared
the support of the United States to this initiative at PAHO on the occasion of World
Health Day, 7 April 1995. Local activities were organized with the First Ladies of the
PAHO Member States in conjunction with this. A plan of action that outlines the
strategies and technical components to achieve eliminatdon has been prepared and
funding is been sought to complemient U.S. support.

Whilc countrics arc still awaiting international support, they have alrcady

demonstrated their commitnent to this effort, this has translated in further control of
the disease which achieved its lowest levels of incidence in history in 1994-95. For

a0
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exampie, in the last twelve month thers was not a single case of measles imported from
Latin America and the Caiibbean to the United States. These efforts can onlv be
maintained if additional funds are made available.

Reduction of Matcernal Mortality, Based on the reviews of the Regional Plan
adopted bv PAHO in 1990 and reviewed in 1992, a number of activities are being
prepared to be evaluated at the meeting of First Ladies in Asuncion, Paraguav, in
October. The scientific and technical advisory committee met in Atlanta at the end of
April to review the preliminary report on the evaluation of the regional plan of action
and of the progress in 22 countries ot the hemisphere and made recommendations to
improve and speed up the pracess. The report of the advisorv comumittee will be
distributed in Paraguay. Specific plans for high-risk countries are being developed. A
regional project could result from this effort, funding for which miglit be requested from
the intemational community.

Various guidelines were updated or developed in the arcas of the epidemioclogical
surveillance of maternal death, obstetric emergency management, and on post partunv
post abortion. They are being distributed at country level.

In addition, the Ministers of Health of the hemisphere have reviewed the Regional
Population and Reproductive Heal:h Policy, which stresses the need for the provision of
comprchensive reproductive health services for the population in order to decrease not
only mortality but morbiditv and to improve the qualitv of life for women.

Violence against Women

Finally, in the area of Violence Against Women, PAHO has met with grassroots
women's organizations in 10 counrries that have spearheaded the movement against
gender-based violence. The purpose of these meetings has been to exchange information
on what these groups are doing, how theyv interact or do not with the health sector and
to determine the areas where PAHO can support their efforts to draw attention to
violence as a public health issue.

These activities have been undertaken as part of a large regional project to combat
violence against women and girls which todav encompasses 13 countries in the Central
American and Andcan region.

As vou can perceive from the brief description presented to vou, PAHO has been
instrumental in supporting countrics in thc implementation of the health mandates of
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USAID Assistance to Chile

Background

With more than 3,000 miles of contiguous
coastline, a population of some 14 million, and an
economic growth rate that has exceeded 6% with
constantly declining inflation and poverty since the
return of democracy in 1990, Chile is a regional
leader.

In 1990, Chile inaugurated President Patricio
Aylwin, a Christian-Democrat heading a moderate
coalition government, ending 17 years of military
dictatorship. In 1993, Eduardo Frei won the
presidential election with 58% of the vote. Frei’s
government has maintained a stable economic
policy, opened Chile to new markets, and
continued social investment as a top government
priority.

USAID Assistance

Chile was a major beneficiary of U.S. support
during the Alliance for Progress. Over the past 50
years, Chile has received over $2 billion in U.S.
economic assistance creating the building blocks
for sustainable development. Numerous present
and former ministers have studied in the U.S.
through USAID scholarships. While continuing to
work with the government on targeted programs,
Chile will graduate from the U.S. assistance
program on September 30, 1996.

USAID assistance is focused on Chile’s democratic
consolidation, economic maturation, and social
sector reforms. The program has facilitated the
transition to democracy by supporting programs
for civic education and participation, legislative
training, and technical support for modernization
of the judicial system. USAID support for social
sector reform has included a multi-year project in
competency-based education in a public/private
partnership to improve vocational and technical
education. In health, a $10 million project helped
the government in its goal to expand access and

quality of health services to the poor through
decentralized delivery systems.

In addition, as part of the modernization of public
administration, support for internal revenue
administration, public comptrollers and customs
service administrators has been provided. New
activities are strengthening decentralization efforts
in local governments.

Support for the rule of law has involved assistance
to improve judicial functions and increase access
to justice by preparing and training judges in the
effectiveness of the management of the judicial
system. Direct support for NGO/government
partnership in legal services also was provided
over the past four years. With the support of
USAID, Chilean and U.S. Universities are
improving the analytic capacity of the Chilean
Congress, providing representatives with analytical
reports and sponsoring workshops on pending
legislation, computer use, and drafting legislation.

Technical assistance was provided to Chile’s
National Environmental Commission to improve
policy formulation, and regulatory and information
management. USAID also is assisting Chile to
address environmental problems through a
Chile/U.S. foundation which funds NGO
environmental protection activities.

Other Donors
The Inter-American Development Bank and the
World Bank are the major donors in Chile.

USAID Assistance DA

FY 1994 Actual 2,224,000
FY 1995 Est. 3,620,000
FY 1996 no funding in 96.
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USAID Assistance to BRAZIL

BACKGROUND

With more than 155 million people, Brazil is the
largest nation in Latin America and the sixth
largest in the world. Per capita income exceeds
$2,990 per year, but there are wide disparities,
and there are significant areas of severe poverty.
Northeast Brazil contains more than 40 million
people (more than all of Central America) most
are in the lowest quartile of income distribution.

Elected in 1994, President Cardoso’s first priority
has been economic stabilization while stressing the
importance of reducing social disparities. By
slowing inflation from virtually 50% a month to
2%, he has given Brazilians price stability for the
first time in their memory.  With the end of

‘ military rule just 10 years ago, democratic
institutions continue to strengthen. Broad-based
sustainable economic growth and health services
are needed to improve the quality life situation for
millions of poor people.

Brazil has the largest rain forest in the world and
efforts are being made to conserve Brazil’s natural
resources which are of global significance to
preserve biodiversity and prevent global warming.

USAID Program

USAID assistance to Brazil is carefully targeted in
areas of critical need for the Brazilian development
process, focusing on: environmental protection,
women’s health, Renewable Energy and Energy
Efficiency, and AIDS prevention.

Deforestation in the Amazon and Atlantic rain
forest is an ongoing problem which has elicited
considerable international concern. USAID is
supporting environmentally sound land use at the
local, state and regional level and providing
‘ systems for sustainable management of cleared and
forested areas in the Amazon. These activities
contributed to an overall reduction in deforestation

for a third straight year. Part of this effort
includes providing broad-based economic growth
to discourage exploiting the forest and energy
modernization to reduce pollutants.

Responding to Brazilian concerns with high
maternal and child mortality, USAID is assisting
government efforts to develop and implement
public and private health service delivery systems
for low-income people, emphasizing preventive
services, especially in maternal and child health.

Brazil has the second highest number of reported
AIDS cases in the world with 70,000 reported
Brazilians infected with HIV. Working with local
health facilities and NGOs, USAID provides
assistance to prevent the spread HIV and other
diseases. Assistance provides for educational and
informational campaigns, improvement of service
delivery systems and training of critical health care
personnel to prevent further spread of HIV/AIDS.

USAID also funds a three-year program to support
organizations assisting at-risk youth in the three
largest northeast cities in Brazil - Recife, Salvador,
and Fortaleza. The project targets youth between
10-18 years of age who are at risk of becoming
involved in drug use, prostitution, delinquency or
living on the streets.

OTHER DONORS

In FY 1995, the United States is the fifth largest
provider of development assistance after the World
Bank, the Inter American Development Bank, the
UN, Japan, and Germany. The US provides about
a third of the amount provided by Germany.

USAID Assistance DA
FY 1994 Actual 10,532,000

FY 1995 Est. 19,649,000
FY 1996 Request 14,980,000











