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Representing

Women.

to improve the health, education, and

HRC:

Last September I was one of

some 50,000 women and men who attended the Conference in Beijing.

world brought to the task of finding ways to improve women's

lives.

Access to education, health care, jobs, and credit, the chance to

enjoy basic legal and human rights, to live lives free from
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As the honorary chair of the United States delegation, I saw 

firsthand the commitment and energy delegates from around the

By gathering in Beijing, we focused world attention on issues

that matter most in the lives of girls, women and their families:

They shared one goal:

well-being of girls, women and families worldwide.

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
BEIJING COMMEMORATIVE VIDEO SCRIPT 
NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

They came from villages and towns in Africa, high rise buildings 

in Tokyo, and communities around the United States.

countries big and small, women and men gathered in Beijing, China 

to participate in the United Nations Fourth World Conference on

(Footage of Beijing, Conference) 
Narrator:
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Hello, I’m Hillary Rodham Clinton.



violence, and to participate fully in the political life of their

countries.

These are things many of us in the U.S. take for granted. Here,

when a girl turns five or six, she goes to school, no ifs ands or

buts about it. But for girls in some other parts of the world,

school or even learning to read is sometimes just a dream.

Imagine not knowing how to read signs on the road or how to sign

your name, not because you're lazy, or a slow learner, but simply

For millions of women and girls aroundbecause you're a girl.

the world, that is reality.

When girls are taught to read, they are better able to contribute

to their society. When they are given the respect and guidance

that they deserve, girls can help their families, communities,

and countries achieve their full potential.

By addressing issues important to women, delegates at the Beijing

conference also addressed issues of crucial importance to every

family and every nation in the world.

Let's take a closer look at some of the issues were highlighted

in Beijing.

NARRATOR:
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Women are more than half of the world's population.

Women in developing countries — especially Africa — grow at

They raise most of theleast half of their nation's food.

world's children and nurse the elderly. In short, they are the

unrecognized backbone of the world economy.

Two thirds ofYet 70 percent of the world's poor are women.

those who are not taught to read and write are women.

While they often grow and prepare the food their families eat,

women in some countries must wait to eat the leftovers from their

husbands and sons and brothers and fathers' meals.

Sometimes, mothers are forced to watch their children die of

malnutrition caused by poverty.

In many countries, women and girls don't have a say in the

They are not allowed to ownpolitical life of their countries.

property, borrow money from a bank, or inherit property equally

with men.

Women throughout the world, including in America, are paid less

There are still many jobs that are notfor the work they do.

available to women.

And so long as these conditions exist — as long as women are
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prevented from realizing their God-given potential — neither

women nor their families will flourish, committees and nations

can't flourish either.

Today, through the United Nations, people from all over the world

to make sure that girls and women are treatedare working hard

and dignity they deserve.with the respect

******

the United Nations has strived to make the worldFor fifty years,

a more peaceful and better place for all people to live. Founded

by 51 nations at the end of World War II, the United Nations has

helped countries in many parts of the world end and even avoid

bloody wars. And through organizations such as UNICEF and The

World Health Organization, the United Nations has tried to help

the world's developing nations become stronger and more

independent.

The UN has consistently recognized the importance of making women

Over the years, the UN hasfull partners in all its projects.

played an active role in promoting women's rights and providing a

place where all women can voice their concerns.

The Beijing Conference was not the first UN conference to focus

exclusively on the status of women; it was the fourth. In 1975,

women for the first time gathered in Mexico City for the

International Women's Year World Conference. There, delegates
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agreed to a resolution calling for the end of all discrimination 

against women and a commitment to promoting a greater awareness 

of women's issues around the world.

In subsequent meetings in Copenhagen, Denmark and Nairobi, Kenya 

delegates gathered to evaluate their progress and develop 

strategies to address problems facing women.

The most recent meeting in Beijing, which attracted world leaders 

including the Prime Ministers of Norway and Pakistan; and the

President of Peru, took the work of previous conferences even

For the first time, women’s issues were recognized as further.

issues that were important to everyone: men and women, boys and

girls, small nations and big nations.

"There's no going back"GERTRUDE MONGELLA :

At the end of two weeks of debate, delegations from 189 nations

approved the Platform for Action. It is a document which

outlines strategies for implementing social and policy changes to

improve the conditions of women and children.

Too often, women throughout the world are battered by their

husbands, their fathers and other family members. Some armies

The Platformrape women in enemy countries as a tactic of war.

condemns violence against women everywhere — in the home, on the
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streets, and in war — and calls on governments to play a role in 

preventing and punishing violence.

The Platform also encourages the establishment of innovative 

banks that will give small loans to women so they can start 

businesses in poor neighborhoods.

Our own U.S. delegation which was made up of representatives of 

several different religious traditions - Muslims, Jews, Catholics 

and Protestants - worked with other countries to recognize and 

protect the important role religion and spirituality play in the 

lives of women and their families.

"Women will no longer accept being second GRO HARLEM BRUNTLAND:

class citizens."

[find something from BENAZIR BHUTTO, too]

At a parallel conference at Huairou, half an hour outside

Beijing, 35,000 community activists from private organizations 

around the world met to exchange ideas and develop specific

They organized workshops,recommendations for their governments.

seminars and lectures on a variety of women's issues and 

developed steps that their governments can take.

Americans of all ages and backgrounds — high school principals
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from Maryland, nurses from Tennessee, nuns from Pittsburgh -- met

their counterparts from all over the world. The streets of

Huairou were filled with the colors of the world: Indian women in

bright silk saris, Muslim women with dark veils, and delegations

of African women wearing fabrics they made especially for the

conference.

The Platform for Action is not legally binding, but it is a

document that many women can use to pressure their governments

into changing laws and practices that discriminate against women.

It recognizes that any discrimination against women is a

violation of human rights.

"IF there is one message that echoes forthHILLARY CLINTON :

from this conference, it is that human rights are women's

rights...and women’s rights are human rights."

NARRATOR:

The conference and the Platform for Action weren't just the work

of adults. One third of the delegations sent youth

Young people were represented inrepresentatives to Beijing.

unprecedented numbers — more than at any other UN conference in

history.

Youth groups from America, including some from Minnesota, Iowa,

California and New York also attended the Non-Governmental
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Organization Conference at Huairou. [[ footage of youth

tent/youth speeches/International Youth Day Sept. 11, 1995]]

More than half of the world's population is under 25. That means

that most of the "women and girls" we were talking about at the

conference were girls just like you.

The voices of young people were heard loud and clear at this

conference. Their energy in advocating for better access to

education for girls, decent health care and the preservation of

the environment impressed and inspired the older delegates.

The fourth women's conference was an important milestoneHRC:

Here in the United States, we have made a strongfor women.

are dedicated to ending violence against women, to expanding our

political participation, to assuring equal access to educational

opportunities and health care, to strengthening families, and to

building strong communities.

What we saw in Beijing was not just another conference and

not just a lot of talk. If we follow up as individuals, as

schools, as businesses and as governments then we will see those

goals come to life. That progress will make the world safer.

more prosperous, and more democratic for all people.

8

commitment to achieving the goals we set at the conference. We



No matter what your age or position in life, you can try to 

learn more about the world around you, to share your learning 

with others and to work with each other to make the world a 

better place.

###
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Women, which commenced in 1976. 

Through these years, with UN 

support, women all over the 

world mobilized to promote

cOXYSctpusnanrmsi.'women's issues 

and to seek remedial action, 

in 1980 The Mid Decade World

Conference for Women was hosted 

:in Copenhagen, Denmark.
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developed and developing
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/countries worked together to 

identify and outline the
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J ■. faced by women around the
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of the UN world Survey'-bn the
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our achievements in advancing 

women's rights. We must work 

together, men and women to 

further this human rights

agenda. Oujt experience over blwa 

-—-last decades

where women prosper,'countries

n have to

Ji

?

?pe: '

■ ■■ NARRATION:;1'
In the iontinuiHg struggle ’ to

i:.: I
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• i,

define their' place i'r? society 

and ■'<

a‘2^

<
'c^

iii

p
J ;

r

Conference oh-Women in Beijing;

■ China. - !'' /'<; i-r-

' ■. ■ lXJ AJ-czvcC/Xf—I
; Bsavirig great .' distances /ah<l

''l ! ■ ■ ■ •
"There''^ :no going back."

I

A j. s»-

OC: ;
GERTRUDE MONGELLA

if .•’.r-m

.-if '

!

I
I

I

•

. T; B-roll footage of women in 
: Beijing in a spirit of

camaraderie

I
•?. 

A;

k 

iV

■

' ■ i? 

' ! > jit .-
r

overcdmlnl' many -obStables,' they 

- 1 came, from'till corners of . the- :

■ world tci th; seen, ’to^bfe heard, 

! ; and -to be 1 represented!-''< ;il- .-d!i

;■ 4/ HiM'
iir..

JLy

! : c

■ i
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and children.
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■
i.

; : -c...
» % i :

B-roll Beijing
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Gro Harlem Brundtland
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•
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I
1

I

' NARRATION:’1 ’

The Beiji'ng' conference sent a ■:

powerful 'message' to . ______'to th© world -

; that,1 alj. discrimination' against
I.’" i‘>■ ■•! I'

''.XI '•

from each'dther. They organized 

: ; wbrksnopSi ‘ seminars dhd- •1'

■ lectures Ion a variety: bf;!- ’ 1 

Issues in their ongoing

' ' M !i .1

litr

.JH. fj

"Womeg will no longer accept 

being‘second class-’citizeins of 

the world!” - ■■■ '

.. .
‘ f. I ’ y • ** ' t

■s' ’(!/:-• 

f
i'r ’< tSIlliX V .. V 

!/

,’l.

«■
T“ 

i'iV

women’s

i. effort to developtit common 

language pf Understanding

• Across cult Aral and s 

international

diveAl'tles/aifferfendeS. '

I- u : :
’ --z ?' ' 7

VO: 1 U'i • i I

■ 5

t::
' 1

■1/'
!;r r-

In this spirit of forging ahead 

and effecting real change, 

members of the 185 delegations 

at the official U.N. 

conference, drafted the 

Platform for Action, it is a 

document which outlines 

strategies for implementing 

social and policy changes to 

improve the conditions of women 

(Should we have 

, specific egs here?)   ____

A parallel NGO/^onference held 

■ in Huairou was an o;

; J for grass roots activists 4:o
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;L to participate in a common

too long. 
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B-roll of the U.N. session to 
iron out lang of Platformr.
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!
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P

cause, it was once again

evident that the history of the 

. persecution of women has 

continued unchallenged for far

5.ii: «.

I .

i
i

women and any abuse of their 

dignity and their reproductive 

rights is a violation of hurnan 

rights and human freedom. As 

r. ' mothers and daughters assembled

i

I

r
!

aA i.w

i»' i;» ..

■•s Ja.- ..

: rS

-VO:

"If there is one message that

i-'L

■ i '! > I

■ :rights."

•-u j'

HILLARY CLINTON

m 7-

i ■

i ■'.'and
JL:. •

violenld 'Igaihst'

That rape is a weapon of war
lr

l’

1 V.

NARRATION!

The themes’of this'conference 

ebhoed tlje 'issues that ' had boon 

raised iri preceding : conf©rOnces 
■^■in Vienna, in'Cairo and 

the previous women's ' 1 ’ • ‘ T

*rconferences. The Platform for

Action establishes/seeks to;

-'Expanded sexual freedom for 
■I..-ii?

• fW.ei I ■

rajiwiir. juu -.

l.v j.- women 5 J i

- Guarantees' their'reproductive 

rights ! | • 1 ■■■ •

■ - The dendun'kihig/d  enouncement ‘ •'

-r-rr-. —

: ’‘Saa--.

. V z

-conference, it Is that human 

^rights are womeh'S; rights', i 

Women's rights are human; 

.-.i.-j cl

I
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•I I
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I

r

I
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i'l! f ■

I
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CG list of these key points 
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woman on CNN
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u i:s
• :

' i:
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VOr .

J. li?

.• •

VO'3 (auch as):

"I believe in .the energy and 

dynamism and what women can

• +

V j-v n

2-

u-achieve . and this conference is 

•« th**" .

r:
r

OC:
Young girl

- That women should have equal 

inhoritence rights

- and that the rights of 

children should be protected 

and advanced.

• • problems of mine"

"We will! not be ignored"

. •.< .
J

;. ■■

—(something like);(any one) 
; ' "Evexy_id.nd_of woman is here" 

1 are „---------- here to' empower women" ■■ 

I brought my ihdther/daughtef1 

because the problems of her 

generation continue to be the <-

tn:: i cl

7? ■ . j •, £, .

MONTAGE:
Various women/ on camera 
stating their feelings, their 
objectives - one liners

n •I

»■ 11 ■ <

-VO (yo’urig girl) : ;

. "It wo!uld help, if the 7:<d . .

governments -listened to

voices and to please;do,what we 

' ask" - CNN. . •/ :

CUT TO CLOSING CEREMONY FOOTGE

singing si

‘V? :• 
t c- 

ri:<:
s. • ■ ;.

i

• :

KW ' J

I .

CUT TO:
Fbbtage from Youth day at the
conf,- kids holdingJ hands
sinoina ■ si ■■ ■. -r(;

’ v‘ f.. •• . A. .

6c !
GERTRUDE MONGELLA

1 ■■ . <.? J. 

j i 5 'nt.-.

"The eyes.of the world are upon

) s..: * •

i i

I
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B~roll Beijing
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i

■ arid held'accountable in the

women’s tights . ■ !
!

at Beijing was' an important

I

»•

!

*

cbhr^rence; We seek to enU-ail
*;

* r

•: i

11
.-lki ; • --j \ <t-
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ii: i.-i •: •(

•
• i r : ■:

,T

5

3

t ••• - :

i
i

ti 

’t

I
i
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'F

us, the world will hold us 

accountable for the

Implementation of the good 

intentions and decisions 

arrived at in Beijing"

promotibh7and safeguard of
1

NARRATION:

Although the resolutions of the

Beijing conference are not

VO;

The' fourth women's conference

• f •

h <

i

I
I

I 

!

I
I
I

zmilestone in the cohti’nuing
 struggle for the liberation of 

women and the-estabiishment' of

human 'rights for all; fie? ih? 
.. .....................•. .. . . ;z.-

;•

:

, binding, the Platform for
- ■—■ M' |a > Mi ■. •»«•••.. # | .*)<■ , • .

- ,r,b; .Action is a powerful tool for 

advocacy. As the conf came to a 

close, women returned to their 

countries armed with this 

document which sets the
. ;j. 7*. ri-'! < tisiuh ;■ ■

’ documeni

standards against which !i '

: governments will bb monitored
I , ■

;ZA’

-.5

z'

: i

SLIGHT FADE TO BLACK:
i-.- ;

Hillary Clinton on camera.

s •.
L.

vidlencb against wdMen,- td- 
.* ! ? • ............ : j ■ •>?:

I
i

the1United States have'a strong 

committment• to achieving,'' both 

domestically and globally, the

five 'goals we presented at the
: ■ .. •  J

! I

• •; H ■ ......... .. .

■ 1 , . ■ ?
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■ Violation of women stQps'’Kcri7

i ’

bVih$ victimized tfirough-
I *.

J I i

liriiervalued and underdeveloped

• •

I

L.

J

12

I ! 4

.•4 •
:

i.
i .•

I

■ • i.

f

i

expand the participation of 

women in political decision 

making, to assure equal access 

for women to education and 

health benefits, to strengthen 

families through balanced 

responsibilities for men and 

women and to encourage the 

increased role of NGO's in 

building strong communities.

human ’resiurcfeV
• "•

I,:. (1. ,■

I 

I
I

•••
But W0:iin-mhke a difference.

Despite recent
• i r ,

1 ■: ;

illiteracy, abuse and exclusion

- •frohJsocial and political 

decision! making.

;g^lhs women remain an

Jit:.-- ■. . it ’•

••

Thebe is much'work to' be dofie

yeti Unfortunately/ 'eVeh-’today.

H !

: 5 ! 

i

I . .u.j ,U.U . X

t: tai’ ■— alao added the special 
/' i section on tne protection and 

advancement of the rights and

arotind the world wbmen are
’ *■

, ! Well being of our children.

i.1
•W forming the-world :6f’‘ th6

geheratiori that follows.-’ Let us 

hdt leave our children-a;: ieijjady 

of-suffering and indignity. ’The
1 »5

you aridi|, all Of us together,
1- 

I:'.-.:; ••

: ‘ i’jy

1 I : i-
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own corrEnunities,

4it K: • *•»»«ita» I- «.«/ •(•S.
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I

e

Bi:I,];. ■ 3

: !

i

!

like ; to single out tiht '

t

>

• * > " • , I
top Often underpaid, too often 

>■>.1?. .14 • ' i . 4;14 . ...a i , ,

■ I .. ;.V.. . ,

I

J <

13I1
- t I

!

i

■ J C:..i

najnsE

.1

i
« • 

I. ,

• a : 1

5. •

made in two of these'rOles. Our 

mothers,-who by building-strong
v . i- i . i"

:®hd' responsible

-T ■ 

jn

.1

VJ I 'r

societies. And our teachers,':

. I ,

■ : 
: . •

Tallies-are' helping to build
'' I-'

•7

, . afford to be silent and we

; cannot afford to be

Indi f ferfcht.: ! 1 •

• . !.

c^c J

A

by getting involved. As we 

celebrate the 75th anniversary 

of women suffrage, let Us not 

forget how precious and fragile 

freedom is. We must not 

endanger our achievements or 

thwart bur progress by our 

complacency. 1 strongly urge 

you to become active in your 

, own communities, to support end 

. encoura<3« education,, to

votln9„...f^,1?tis((an 

to lobby your political 
i’ irepresentatives. We cannot

j'S

:li:i 1 vv. saxy

i.

• •
r ;r

i

I 

f" 

f ■ 

it , 

?i 

‘i
• ! • * • 

C

i ;

i We can, each orie of us,'•impact 

the1 future through5 oiir acfianS'; 

As we abkhowledge ;our' ' ■' i" 

idhievemorits in1 all 'the'-Women 

Who havte’-excelled Ss' teachers, 

lawyers', " doctors, hrtistdi'i1 
sbiehtiistsj aviators, n i':i 

^politicians, mothers,-‘wivefe and 

daGghtets, I Would1 especially 

li^e : to single out 'fhfe - ' ;i •'

contributions that'women have
• .!• c . ' •

••’.I— - —WUJ?
. 'I
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FADE TO BLACK.
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|US, our struggles will not be 
• i

4 ■

• . I

‘■’i

V ■

i

1. •
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■ r 
•. ».

• 1

i-
i,
i

s .

overlooked, whose gift of 

knowledge makes us enlightened 

citizens and worthy human 

beings.

Together, we women are a 

powerful force. Through our 

initiatives, we can build a 

better, more equitable world. 

But as, long as there is even 

one woman who is uneducated, 

one girl who is violated, 
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