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PAUL NEWMAN

August 14, 1995

Dear President & Mrs. Clinton:

Best personal wishes,

i

I hope you are both sympathetic to our position that we may 
sit down and tend our flowers.

Joanne and I have been notified in regard to the 
Capital Endowment Arts Medal. We are both, 
of course, honored and touched especially since the 
nominees have been hand picked by your good offices.

President & Mrs. William Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500

It's with some considerable difficulty that we decline — 
with the following observation: In Thorton Wilders'
"Our Town", the mother says to her daughter, "you 
are pretty enough for all normal purposes." Joanne and I 
have been fortunate enough to be honored enough "for all 
normal purposes." More would constitute gorging. The trick, 
we have decided, is to avoid this rampant social disease called 
"Honorrhea" and its sister, which I refer to as "Noisy Philanthropy."

PN/do
cc: Jane Alexander
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IO Others Named; Five·· · 
To Get H��es ·Award 

.. -

By Jacqueline Trescott , , 
w..,,.,,_ ,_ Sla6Wnur 

--·� · for the installation of ilie.ocwp-
President Clinto� paying tnoute to the ...,.. PRIZES, From Bl pature�t +i.& White .H. ouse First Lady'� 

national arts scene, yesterday nam� 12 : Study of Southern Culture; author and · G� 
•of� architectural Americans to receive the 1995 National · broadcaster Ow-Jes Kuralt; a�� te!ire;f p��Freed., designed theMedal of� The varied list includes en- illustrator David �ca�y; biStonan 

U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum and . tertainer Bob Hope, poet Gwendolyn .DavidM�gh;�smger� thePotomacTower.inR�amoog· · · · Brooks and painter Roy Li�t�� . ,er and histonan Bernice Johnsoo many award-winning buildings. The awards are given m conJunction • agoo. : 
. · AJ-· Kuralt a correspondent at CB�with the Charles Frankel Prize in the Hu- '. When informed of her selection, News for'a1...,.�. made·his � do-manities whose five recipients were also banese said yesterday �� she thought ing vignettes· 011 ordinary Americans,announ� yesterday. Clinton is scheduled : back to her American smgmg debut. °'It their pastimes and places. He woo 13to present the ·waslike myfirstnight at theMetropol-

F.mmys £or his "On the Roa<r seg-awards· to the 17 · itan: she said. flashing back to _a Feb- ts and has written two best-sellingartists and schol• 
ruary night in 1� �t � a quar• . 

� based 011 those rqidrting experi-ars on Thursday. -ter<:entury as5903tioo with the !-f.et. ! 
eooes. . , . . The observance

•Of the award, she said. "I felt h3pprness 
F . an a.i;,.thropolog pra(essor atof National Arts 

and a little fear. It wouli � SC? glXX{ � the �of Mississippi. bas beenand Humanities 
: meet such a great �ent. He JS 

iDtimateJy involved in the �Month will contin-
such 3 haodSOO)(' man. 

: ·tjoo and exposure-of Southern Ameri-:e �=-:Y
.� ·� : ·Brooks, who has mined the bla� ex- can Clllture since the early 1970s.-He House" of muse- �- 'perience and contempo� -� is the author d several books en folk-11.,r�. �, Tni. e in. her poetry for more � 40 

i- ,:._·_ture and music and has host_· ·
ums, librarie s, � !it'ful there ..... .., 111.c:1.c1 th.eaters an_d o_th- Gwendolyn er·..:.:;, ••• -�.-. · · Y� said she � gra . :1"35 ed a weekly blues program en Missis-.,.,,.. even an opportunity to booor artists. am Public Radio for a decade. er cultw-al ms�tu- ·· Mlnlnt the black · "'l:'......,.,.:_n.. • these times when the en- ..,.... his ..,.....L.,;,,..;..� lus-tions. · · . experience In poetry �, m · · In addition to a" ... '-';"� In a11nouncmg •for fou, decadea. dowments are having such a diffiaJlt tories, including the Pulitre:r Prire-win-the administra• • time, I am happy they coold take the· ning biography 'Truman,• Mc:Cuilou� tion'.s selections, C linton said:' :-The stellar time out.· she said. . has enlarged the notioo of a public� list of honorees includes some of the ·Davis. wboiscurrentlyappearingas torian. He has.� the host_ d �blic brightest beacons in American clft:S ·and the ;idge in the televisioo series '.The televisioo's •American Experieoce se­.culture. Tbase are the people who lift our Client," said he is of two minds about ties and was the �tor of. the PBSspirits and illuminate our lives." awards in general "I am skeptical of all dcx:ument:ary 1be Civil War: . The medal will also be given to choreog• honors whether they apply to me or Though his works are primarily di-rapher Arthur Mitchell, soprano Llcia Al- sorneo:ie else: he said. "Butl am also rected at childJ.:e!-1, Ma�ulay · h_asbanese composer David Diamond, archi- delighted because it is not ooly an hon- reached a much 'Wider audience with tectJa:ries lngo Freed, actors�� Da� or for me pe.rnooaDy but·for my own his richly detailed books about arc:hi-and Ruby Dee, bluegrass musician Bi_ll people my own culture and the values· tecture and machines. His '1'be WayMonroe and philanthropists Gerald and Iris for whkh Ruby and I stand.• . · Things Wark" is coosidered the mostCantor. The arts education group .Urban A spokesman for Hope said yester- popular book oo machines and mechan-Gateways of Chicago will also be ated at day that the comedian, whose career . ica) engineering ever published. the White House ceremony. The names •bas spanned vaudeville, ra<fio, Broad- Reagon. an influeotia] exponent ex are forwarded to the White House annually way, film. televisiori and writing, was African American vocal music. is the by the National Endowment for the Arts pleased to,'1>e

. on a roll" in receiving founder of the singing group _Sweet for the president's final approval. . hooors at age 92. Hooey in the Rock. A former direct.or The Frankel Prize, an annual honor The Cantors have donated their ex- of the Smithsooian Institution's Pro-originated by the National Endowment.for tensive art collectioo to a variety of gram in Bladt American Culture and athe Humanities, will go to scholar William American institutions, including a gift past MacArthur Fellow, she teaches atR. Ferris director of the Center for the of 33 Rodin satlptures to the Metro- American University. • Sec PRI.ZF.S, 83, Col 1 ' 
politan Museum of Art. They have also 
underwritten purchases and exhibitioos 
at the National Gallery of Art and are 
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