

















surn in Concord in 1920, the youngest of three musical sons, Dave Brubeck
intended to fotlow his father's career as a rancher and cowboy; but his
mather, a piano teacher, insisted on a musical education. Several of
Brubeck’s piano suites, such as REMINISCENCES OF THE CATTLE COUNTRY and
CENTENNIAL SUITE reflect that Western rural background. He entered the
Liniversitv of the Pacific, Stockton, California with the idea of becoming a
vetermarian, but soon changed his major to music. Following his graduation
in 1942. he served almost four years in the Army, returning after World
War 11 to Mills College. Oakland. California to study composition with the
great French composer, Darius Milthaud. It was Milhaud who persuaded the
young Brubeck to seek a dual career in both jazz and composition. Early in
his carcer Brubeck wrote primarily for his Quartet. Some of those pieces,
cuch as THE DUKE, IN YOUR OWN SWEET WAY and BLUE RONDO A LA TURK,
became iazz standards, recorded by many artists.

Dave Brubeck has received honorary degrees from the University of the
Pacific, rairfield University, Mills College, University of Bridgeport, Niagara
vniversity and Kalamazoo College.  Although increasingly active as a
composer, he remains a leading figure in the jazz mainstream, touring
inicrnationally with today's version of the Dave Brubeck Quartet, which
includes Jack Six on acoustic bass, Bill Smith, also a composer and former
Milhaud student on clarinet, and Randy Jones on drums.
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