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tri- Afghan-J-elU-jee camps and In AlYlcsn viliages, Mrt. Clinton hm 

brought her own toVplyenwnt and a sense of hope. She has. promoted 

mlcrtxirftdll«« niearsi fc> ansitu rajirket adjvty at feyel' •

and has piished. fbe equality tn education for boys and girls.'
•’ ’ •!.: ’ ■ »• ■ 

. The Lady 'his Jed the Wta/ •

■:-\r which: emptihrtifits wanifin ihrtnigh. puhUc'jJdvaf&j^CMij^iips tn

■ becnnia fuU pirtidpanK in the economic pulltfcai'llvai .oTjhetr
■ litAinurhtr. in ^8im’ Northern. isniaotj jefod' Ladn: i

AmMqMhe harMped unite ■women fmrti:di¥e«e Isackgrowds tp

■ : supported strengthen each other In their efforts to ^ly© common ■.
p«p^foftie<5he iws"twhed ait to Use poor anti rtyttgihjiUjilirt. ^giving- 

. thym e sense of significance and increasing the pool: pf . qualified 

WOrfiett UfWirnjiete fbr leadership positions.: '

! ■. ••;;■••. :• : 

■; • Thrae irite:rn;rtidnft1 engagetnonis h;ntf mfeted her;Mi^ "that;n 

nation's :prpgr«s .depends on the progress •of ^rhen/that: lita’ .

I^lngherVl^tq^tw  ̂JO ciiunifta/ : 

Fitst LarfyHliUty fimniarff^yptonhasbiw 

a powerful advccate ef women's rljfits, reU- -' ••' ’ 

■ glows totatana?; htmtiejt'cdrfiWnic' develop'' .. 

.mitt, wvf Jnd^hadipit^tlc^tufions;'. ' • 

•The.Finit .Larfy hwi.made >

remote places whiftjtr pia^iy:;»». .sfcrugglkig 

egainst tremer.dcfUJpdda w
iSU tern and trxal demodracy itfso doing, she

• • •.

U(Jy I-fijliiry Rtidliam Clinton with its .19.0^ W Ayehiil Harrlfoan 

Democracy Aw^:' '•

‘ •

las focusedattentlpn.on democratic activists who rarely recede the 

inierfuitibrnj support they nr.S'd and disierve. In ihu hllfe of Thailand,

aww
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stmngth.of dempdfiScy depends on the Inclusion Of’women; that the 

ridtmeui of civil sodwy depends on the full participfitlon of women.

For her efibA* internationally io support .democratic transitions, and 
political: pAitidpation .by women, ND'l is honored<to present First
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preslrfent:and parliainent. ■

In contrast. thaw leader? inordinately concerned about their per­

sonal liriiige, Presideitt Shevardnadw remains ebnirnll ted to building 

inaUlutl<3ns.,The Capfglan parliament enjoys nearly equal autJaortty

• 4 ’♦ :

. • E D U A o : S H EV A > D N A D ZE

When Eduard Shevardnadze returned to

<7.

.warfare. The country’s; Wchopd,; jts 

very existence, were at. stake. President 
S^rdn?dw tm jasroi^y jnxur- 

.rnpuntebhj. chaUep^is ’ thrqijgti ■ what: he. .' 
R described as a poi^y dpdcni'o^tid itrafti-' 

. >s.■■.■ ■■■.. . <wjy'‘ftinOaUon. dattortid recdridliaxiori ’and 

peaeefuf settlement of conrilcts.'' ’ ’

■ Today, Georgia, under resident Shcwdnadzes leadership, offers the : . 

wiML promising eiwmpte of demdcratiC di^jekjprtwrif sftnwig the 

states, of the forixiwi §ovtet Union. Georgia cqhtlnufet iij intend with 

external and: internii): ftirtes seeking/U> uritfirfmirw 'iti tettitorltll . 

iiitegrtiy/aixlio^litUfSi to iitoteinecl tgpmRlK. aritfjjqlnital rtfawn’ 

are i formi'diiMe, %t? a: written constitution grounded • in democratic .■ 

jirfnctphai Is in'pWdd hhd peaceftil ’ ix»hs have yfekleti:^ popularly

Georgia remains p work in pn>grcs». But thc progn-B j«jhi|>v6d> and. 

the promise of the future. owe much to Eduard Slievkrtinadze. For 

■ his courageous leadership.end contributions: to democratic govern-.• • 
•. merit. NDJ i? prau'ii to honor President Editand Shej^inadscft as a. 

recipient of the 1993..W. Averell Harriman £>emobriaey Award.

!.' • • ■• 

.. . k. / .
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to the presidency and-, has not hesitated to assert that , authority. . An 

IntfepBndiint press proHferatM and Judicial reform is. establishing an! 
accpunfifcle.l<^M.^3«?m. Newly electeti locjai cotmcito;ie.pres?nt an;: 

: impbritoit .step..lh: the 'dcwitralhation procn^r, .and: tfiie': gtuwih I dt: 

notigwenirnentel cirg^lzaljcMW reflects toe ^iargen’ce bf a vibrant 

ci«fl3octaiy.: . • • ’ ■ ' • ^ .

• . :
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lu 1992, the Georgian Stare Council invited Shevardnadze to return to his native Georgia 
to help restore peace and democracy following an uprising In northwest Georgia, where 
ethnic Abkhaz nationalists and military unites of foreign mercenaries embarked on a 
policy of "national cleansing," expelling 250,000 Georgians amid fierce fighting. With 
considerable personal courage and risk to his life, Shevardnadze rallied the Georgian 
forces at the front and then negotiated a cease-fire.

In 1995 elections, his Citizens Union won a m^ority in the Georgian parliament and he 
was elected Prtaident, He Introduced democratic and economic reforms that restored 
political stability, economic growth and increased cooperation throughout the region. He 
also launched a program of privatization.

•
Born in the rural village of Maraati, Georgia, in 1928, Shevardnadze was the son of a 

teacher. He graduated from Tbilisi Medical College and later, graduated In the field of 
history. He began his political career to help cure what he saw as his nation’s numerous 
social ills. He rose through the political ranks to become head of the Georgian Central 
Committee in 1972, He gained a reputation as an innovative, reform-minded leader who 
wua particularly tough on party bureaucrats who had betrayed the public’s trust. He took 
the first steps toward a frec-market system and liberalized controls over the arts, cinema 
and the press. As Hedrick Smith reported in his book “The New Russians," perestroika 
began in Georgia in the 1970s. When Mikhail Gorbachev came to power, he invited the 
reform-minded Shevardnadze to Moscow to take over the Soviet Foreign Ministry,

President Shevardnadze and his wife, Nanuli, a journalist, have two children. Their son, 
Paata, ia on the staff of UNESCO in Paris, Their daughter, Manana, is a musician and the 
director of a television studio. Hie Shevardnadzes’ granddaughter. Tamar, is a law 

student at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia.

PRESIDENT EDUARD SHEVARDNADZE

President Shevardnadze of Georgia was described by former U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker as ’’a mnn I am proud to call my friend.” They worked closely together to 
maintain peace in Europe during the historic events that led to the end of the Cold War 
and the reestablishment of sovereign governments, democratic institutions and free 
markets throughout EastCantral Europe and eventually the Soviet Union.

As Soviet Foreign Minister from 1985 until his dramatic resignation in December 1990, 
Shevardnadze was one of the principal architects of glasnost and perestroika and a leader 
of the movcmoU for democratic reforms and self-determination. He directed the policies 
that led. to the withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan, reduction of nuclear arms, 
the independence of the countries of East and Central Europe, and the reunification of 
Germany.
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protest the integrity of elections. Between polk, ISF^D organizes
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etttn-13 in Gboigia slJXo jS^ .whbn U brgji-'. 

r jb'\ nlzcd un International delegation to observe . 

■' ■ ••; parluirnenlary elections, Irftir, the .

*•.

Georgian parliament’s current term. ND! has contributed to etltirts' 
• jo^e^rpthp^ljatnen^stMictunuancf pf^re^^^pdrMiati • ■

■ ’ with ItiphiJrrniihi itaff and the leadership of 'the Ibglsiatufti's :'m^or; 

....'lutx^r_i_Xu*"K'iAfSlr ...Li-ii.jZL'i ■'• ’Ji ■ ’ ' J . •

cin«(y coohtrys. major demixinuic' pahlAi «» help .dhem

; biilid tiieir organizations and cbfnmhWqite.with voters;- Increasingly/. 
Gedrg&n 3^ traveling with. Nt>i 16 ieisfet In.'tha thweiojj- ’ ' .

V’. '

NDI pivgr^ris H Georgia hnve bem supported by Qie Agency 

for Intemationai Development and the National Endowment for 
Dehuxjm^. •.: ■■ • •

.. ...

: ■

ir«mt of>^(a(un*;imd civic gtwps in oilier dnuifglrig daxhqcrn- 
cira. •i'iijs • sharing of ideas and experiences is central .to; NDTs 

democratic dcvelopfneni misskm. ’ • >,r-'

N
I
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ix>.litiqil parties!': NO aisti pmvitfed aasistbtitv hs' thc:pjy!^irH>nii hkis.: - '. 

confronted kdy. legislative Issues that provide, (hh .fp^idatinn for ! 

contiriuikr.. reforms- Bibles, a&w io gcivemmmL tnibhrmticirij. 
diipantniJiMitii-jri/ciyil-nrliHary relations anil jitsa -freijdqxji,.^sris ! ' 

to Improve parliamentary outreach end acpesslMjity range ih>m a ■ 

regular pirbgrain of visits for Students to the use of pubVc coiftinilt- . 
tee hearings In Cities- across the country.

In lit civic prbgran»,.NDl assists the Internatiiaiia) Society for Fair . 

ElftCttons iintl Deniociracy (ISFED), a nationwide (irgtinizjsiioii that. 

lias engaged thouiaiids nf Georgian as nonpartisan pull-watchers th 

protect the ihtegrlty-of elections. Between polk, iSFiD organizes 

ctinirnunily adylsPt’y. Bonimiitets throughoiit ilk Bouritjty to. serve 

as Units between citiiins and elected officials, ND! hat ako.worked .

’ • . •:•■■■■ . • • •: /.

NDI PROGRAMS IN. GEORGIA

-NDI has supported political development •

■ nlzed-un Intematidhal deiegation ta observe .

Institute opened its offlee in Tbilisi to help strengthen pbiWttii par/ . 
lies, en<:ofjfagh dfizen participation lt) ]po|i!icii:.1r»ajjw(’H^H}ntfll? 

prtjeesses. :and build' wi accautuablr and fififeetiye jfiiiriiafneni '

Parliamentary, elections In October will mack the:-encl of the

’ k A
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LANt KwMHP fl)« dignir/- of working p&folj!.: I?. -di<? ftnindartojn of 

dcrrioCKicy, .Tjhto wm thp phlinsophy of Lane presided: Of the

V AHrCXd W&iu 1955, who died «n Augu3t^; 199S, A. founder. ■ ■ 

, of die Nadc>n^ 'Enslo^t)ie.nt for Oemoccaty, KlrkfiiriA mV? frfwid arid ajiv . ' 

. ofNDL In lSSl he was/honofcd, along with Czech President Vaclav Hsyei,:' 
■ with the VV liiain«iri Deinocrady AwatxL." ' '

T£lcnjiM»j-it.bu:: iI(rKt..Ki^!arid cosrunanded aitt/itjijrj; Jfla^brrtmtdnerit to • 
democracy building causes was visceral: for Kirkland,'it was' simply the right 

, ’ tfiirig to.do. To Kirkhnd, no society could, txt dutr'uxtKitic if working men anti 

women were deprived of fair compensatlan, safe working conditions, and a 
voice in society Lahq Kifkltind mohilttiid critical- support for dumochittc. labor 
mHwmentx ki es-ery iiiirVof tiie world. In Rilanih he prnvided.fha wisliiitftig 

wippeirt that helpMl Solidarity sun-Wo marital taw and mrlrri'crge a* fi, ittjtataJ 

movement. LaneKWjnif.ii career wdl remain 4hirdplratidtrto itivotiatHH of: 
denirityady fat- yews to mroe. These were the sentiments oqwtt'ed liy letidera 
of Sollidarltyi. vttyfetymutid' movement in their VlPyirig.Jitibute to. Liine . 

. Kii;kianA “W? fori emptbiesa and aomw ritat Hfac B withdut mercy but all-
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GAt-iSA SfARpypHipyA Russian demoertys. tas? a yqlMw; leader .on. 
November :20,J 19911 -when CiJina Stamvottbvu was: ;as.vsdiiii.tf<iii ''to St.. 

Petfi>?b(irg; A mernbet irfiita Ruuiton parliament.sliehati^.widetyresp?ct’ •
■ «l for fir Huibinr. 'rights advocacy and <tn oiitipokhri brihe bf cprcupd,6h.- In

tnatry'ways; i^litaStytowiittiWi'wot a jthead. hf Iwr.tlnM She.

pTOre'sted agatoSt. tfwwipjmiMtanof ftagM» Sjiringdri Atox thhcblitip*!

■ of the Swim: rt^rne, ?he was a founder of Deirirx^iilc Rusria,  ̂of $e first / 

liberal partlcs:in. her country'and a training ground for deriibcraHc. activists. 
NDl win niirietritwr Galina Starowitnva a friend and' pairtner. Ici the pep-; 

pie of Russia! she symbolized the hope for a society unchained from.les past,

NEELAN TiRUftHELVAWI was killed on July 29, 1999 by a sufritta.bomix'r. A
humttit rights flgyre respected throughout Asia, jfruehrivain' harr risked death, 
for yeart iri pwrs.i>lt ^ ofrho .^ndfe betyiten Sri Lanka’s Sinhalese

nwjdriif iitrd the .Tamil' .minority, ’Rruitoelwim, iiiftMTaniil, /raYtoed it 

■ peuceftit that would proviti? his'pwjpta.with Aiitorinhiy.‘v4thin a ' .' •'

united Stl Lanka,, an Idea, chute separator f^aCted. As irtwnibw of patrliamenr,' 

. he had been.« critlt at successive governments for' tltafr refusal .to, address .

! Tb'ucirtilvtarfs death deprives Sri Lanka of a moderate, stabilizing fatec.and ; '•

. • *.•

:
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Avewil Harrimaji ' was - a poUtfcliwv-whd ;

democratic arena, of debate and cunipetk■ ' ..

i

• • ’.

: •

1.

•: ;■

I • -

1

• . •’ • 

H •

•‘j’ *. . 

J
• . .. .

* % ’

• >

tlon-. And be wtis sv dijilomnt who reprtw 1 
I rented our eounixy s- Interests, around the: 
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Kenneth 0. Wollack
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Jeon H. Dunn 
Vice President for 
Administration and 
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Thornes 0. Melia 
Vice President for 
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Wallet (■ Mondale 

Charles T. Manatt 
Chairmen Hmaritl

Rachelle Horowitz
Vice Chair

Mary C. HUI 
Director of 
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Patil G. Kirk, Jr.
Chairman
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J. Brian Atwood 
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Joan Baggett Calambokldls 

Don Cameron
Barbara J. Easterling 
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'rile National Democratic Institute for Internationa] Affairs 
(ND1) Is a nonprofit organization working to strengthen 
and expand democracy worldwide. Calling on a global net­
work of volunteer experts, NDI provides practical assistance 
to civic and political leaders advancing democratic values, 
practices and Institutions. NDI works with democrats in 
every region of the world to build political and civic orga­
nizations, safeguard elections, and promote citizen partici­
pation, openness and accountability in government.

National Democratic Institute for International Affairs 
1717 Massachusetts Avenue NW 

Fifth Floor 
Washington DC 20036

■' ■
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We recognize that the transition process is not complete and that much 
needs to be done to consolidate our democratic systems and to implement further 
political and economic reforms. While we are proud to have joined the growing 
community of democracies, the international community has tended to focus on 
countries that are considered strategically more important or are in crisis. 
However, democratic progress in our states contributes to peace, stability and 
prosperity both within and beyond our borders.

Reflecting the importance of all sectors of society in this endeavour, the 
participants at the Forum included government officials, members of governing 
and opposition parties, and representatives of labor, business and civic groups 
from Benin, Bolivia, El Salvador, Georgia, Ghana, Guatemala, Guyana, 
Macedonia, Malawi, Mali, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nepal 
and Yemen. We represent a diversity of democratic experience, but our 
attendance at this Forum demonstrates the universality of the democratic idea. 
This group of nations with different traditions, cultures and historical experiences 
was brought together by a shared commitment to democracy and a belief that the 
promise of economic prosperity enjoyed by all citizens is more likely realized in a 
democratic political environment based on respect for human rights, popular 
participation and the rule of law. Further we share a commitment to:

We who attended the Emerging Democracies Forum in Sana’a, Yemen 
from June 27 to 30, 1999 from 16 countries, assembled to acknowledge our 
democratic achievements, to address common challenges we face in the transition 
to full democracy and to reaffirm our commitment to democratic rights and 
principles. The Forum was a unique gathering, bringing together a diverse group 
of participants and countries whose democratic advances are less known.

SANA’A DECLARATION 
June 30,1999

1717 Mastachusam Avenue. NW

Fifth Fluor

Washington. DC 20036

(202) 328-3136

fax: (202) 939-3166 

•mail; demos0ndl.org 
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Working to strengthen 
and expand 
democracy worldwide

pursue economic reforms and secure fundamental workers’ rights, 
while making every effort to educate and build widespread 
consensus for these goals;
improve protections for human rights for all our people; 
hold regular free and fair elections, with special attention to the 

need to build public confidence in the process; 
develop our legislatures as an essential instrument for broad public 
participation and representation as well as for policy debate and 

oversight of government;
empower democratic governance at local levels;
deepen our commitment to, and implement measures to ensure, the 

full participation of women in political life;
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These are the principles that brought us to Yemen, which we discussed in the context of our 
specific experiences. Following are some examples of measures recommended by Forum 
participants that give concrete expression to our shared democratic principles.

The legitimacy of parties and legislatures is advanced by:
• the adoption by political parties of internal democratic procedures, ongoing training of 

political leaders and elected officials, and public accountability and transparency;
• the implementation of legislative procedures that ensure public access to plenary and 

committee meetings, the holding of public hearings, and the provision of committee 
documents and bills to the public.

ensure that the rights of minorities, are respected and that every effort is made to 
engage marginalized groups in the political process;
broaden the democratic experience by adopting all reasonable means to encourage 
public access to, and participation in, the policy making process;
support the strengthening of civil society;
uphold the freedom of the press;
address the urgent challenge of corruption by instituting meaningful reforms, 
including those that increase governmental transparency; and 
foster judicial independence, enhance public access to legal redress and ensure that 
the laws are fairly applied to all.

Public confidence in elections is enhanced by:
working towards the establishment of independent election commissions that are nonpartisan 
or politically balanced;
regulating, by legislation, government financing of elections to ensure that they are fair and 
equitable for all parties; and
inviting election observers, whether domestic or international, to mount more comprehensive 
efforts, including the monitoring of registration and campaign periods;

The successful implementation of economic reforms is advanced by:
• transparent and inclusive decision making, the involvement of civil servants, the public, labor, 

business groups and political parties in the design and implementation of reforms; 
a social safety net to meet basic human needs and/or a complementary poverty alleviation 
program; and
a recognition of the role of the civic sector in the implementation of economic reforms, 
including the use of such groups to help deliver government-funded social services.

Public participation in democratic decision making is enhanced by;
• providing for private ownership of media and ensuring the impartiality of state-owned media 

through independent boards or other means;
ensuring that governments and political parties take measures to increase the number of 
women in parliament and appoint women to key government posts;
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As a result of this conference, we hope to establish mechanisms between our countries to 

continue the sharing of ideas and experiences through consultations, exchange programs, an 
interactive web site and other means. We also look forward to working together in a variety of 
international fora to promote democratic principles and practices. We intend to support the efforts 
of other countries that are beginning the process of democratic transition.

The international community should renew its commitment to countries working to build 
democratic institutions and processes and dedicate the resources for this task. In particular, the 
donor community and the international financial institutions, in considering loans, aid and debt 
policy, should give priority to those countries implementing political as well as economic reforms. 
These political reforms would include measures that advance popular participation, build public trust 
in elections and legislatures, and enhance government transparency and accountability.

• conducting civic education in schools, nongovernmental organizations, parties and the media 
to address cultural attitudinal and legal barriers to the political and economic participation of 

women;
• encouraging governments and legislatures to enhance the viability of nongovernmental 

organizations, including removing legal barriers and providing tax exempt status, and 
engaging nongovernmental organizations in policy debates;

The achievement of good governance, the improvement of administration, controlling corruption 
and strengthening the rule of law can be advanced by:

instituting public information mechanisms, such as budget transparency, freedom of 
information laws and the publication of regulations;
depoliticizing and professionalizing the civil service;
implementing a comprehensive program to fight corruption, including institutions such as 
politically independent anti-corruption commissions, ombudsmen and auditors general, codes 

of conduct and financial disclosure rules, and open procurement processes.
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