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Clinton for President!!!

With davs away from the presidential elections are vou wondermg which one of the candidates
1s more Muslim [riendly than the other? The answer. BILL CLINTON!
X Proadent Clin nized Ramadan by sending a letter to belicvers and wishing them a blessed fast.
V The White House the first ime in history celebrated Fid al-Fitr to mark the end of Ramadan

I'he first Muslim chaplaing were appomted to the LS military.

Clinton turmed the other way and let Tran supphy arms 10 Bosnia

Chnton and Anthony T.ake as well as other members of the White House stall'met with Nushm
representatives lo discuss LS policy toward Bosnia and the Niddle East

NATIONAL MUSLIMS FOR A BETTER AMERICA ENDORSES DEMOCRATIC
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE BILL CLINTON FOR RE-ELECTION.

On November 5th, VOTE for CLINTON!
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

REMARKS BY FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
TO THE MUSLIM WOMEN’S LEAGUB
LO8 ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
MAY 30, 1996

MRS CLINTON: Thank you. Thank you. Thank you so much Leila. It
is such a great honor and pleasure for me to be here. I am
indeed very touched by this luncheon and the kind words that both
Doctor Hahut and Leila have said about me. I don’t know that I
deserve them but I certainly d4id like hearing them. It was an
especially poignant moment for those of us in the White House
when we were honored to host the Bid’s celebration and to have so
many representatives of the various aspects of the American-
Muslim experience there with us. And just as then, I am also now
very happy to be here with you. I want to thank the Muslim
Public Affairs Council, the Muslim Women’s League, and all of you
who are part of this luncheon.

I especially I want to thank you for the efforts that you
are undertaking to reach out.both individually and through such
organizations as the League and Council to your fellow citizens
to assist all Americans in understanding the richness of your
faith, and your traditions and your heritage.

Leila and I were both very moved by our experiences in
Beijing. I was particularly grateful for her contributions and
her leadership there on behalf of herself and on behalf of the
League. But what was especially noteworthy was that gathered
together in one place were women and men from around our globe,
who were joined together in seeking common ground and solutions
for the problems we all confront.

Those of us in America may not face the difficulties that
women and girls face in other countries in achieving education or
health care or participating in the lives of their communities,
but we too face difficulties that can only be met by people
honestly helping one another, sharing their hearts, their minds,
their experiences. And I am grateful that women everywhere are
joining together in the aftermath of that conference to seek
solutions on behalf of themselves, their neighbors, their
daughters, their granddaughters. And we do so not alone, because
just as we saw in Beijing, and we see here, there are many men
who also share our vision of a world in which all people who are



equal in the sight of God are also equal in the sight of their
fellow men and women.

I must say a word of thanks to Leila’s husband, because he
wrote an article that appeared in the Atlantic Journal
Constitution when Leila was in Beijing about his experiences
taking care of their two young sons and it was a funny and moving
article. It reminded me often of the times my husband took care
of our daughter, when I’d be gone at some event or other
obligation. And, as I write in my book, she didn’t always eat
the way I wanted her to eat, she didn’t always get to sleep
exactly when I wanted her to get to sleep, but sharing the most
important of all human obligations -- that of parenting our
children -- with a supportive and loving husband is one of the
great joys of any women’s life. And so I want to thank Salaam for
that.

I am very proud that not only d4id the delegation to Beijing,
but that this country really symbolizes what we are attempting to
do and have been doing for more than two hundred years. Turning
America into a more perfect union, a land of opportunity and
freedom and of hope for all people. We have so benefited from
successive generations of immigrants who have worked hard to
achieve the American dream for themselves and their families.

And in turn, the traditions they have brought here have enriched
and strengthened the fabric of American society.

We see the influence of people from every part of the globe,
every day - in the food we eat, the music we listen to, the art
we enjoy, the languages and accents we hear on our streets. And
as Americans we have long relied on our diverse religious
traditions for the courage and faith to meet the challenges of
our times. Islam is the fastest growing religion in America. It
is a guide and pillar of stability for many of our people. That
is why an understanding of Islam in our country is long overdue.
I was pleased when the acknowledgments were being made that there
vere here with us representatives of the Christian and Jewish
communities in the Los Angeles area who have also worked hard to
spread a greater understanding of Islam in their own
congregations.

Like many Americans, I only recently have begun to gain a
fuller appreciation of Islam. When I was growing up in a suburb
of Chicago, there were no courses in Islamic history or religion
in my school. There were no Muslim families in my neighborhood.
There were very few opportunities, if any, for me even to
encounter and visit with American Muslims. That has changed. I
know from my own family and personal experience, it has not only
changed because we now have so many more opportunities, but it
has changed because those of you who are Muslim Americans have
begun to reach out and share your experiences with us.

I have to admit that a good deal of what I have learned, as
Leila referred to early, has come from my daughter, who took a



course last year in Islamic history taught by an American-Muslim
who is on her school faculty. And on our travels to Islamic
countries in 8outheast Asia last year, and to Turkey this year,
she provided me with a running commentary on everything we saw
and visited. I was also privileged in Istanbul to meet with
leaders representing all of the great religious traditions that
trace their roots to that historical city. I was impressed, as I
sat in the Islamic cultural center in Istanbul with Muslims,
Christians of every denomination represented in the city, and
Jewish representatives to hear them discussing their own efforts
to increase religious tolerance and mutual understanding.

And earlier this year, when we did host our celebration at
the White House, it was a joyous occasion. Americans of African,
and Asian, and Arab descent gathered together to mark the end of
the month long Ramadan fast. There were men in business suits
and children in traditional dress. There were young babies
sleeping on their mothers’ shoulders. They represented, as you
do, the diversity that lies within the Muslim community in
America. Present there was the first Muslim chaplain to serve in
the US military who offered a prayer, and a young girl of twelve,
the daughter of Iraqi immigrants who spoke of the meaning of
Ramadan to her.

The President and I are committed to doing everything we can
to make sure that Muslim children, just like Jewish and Christian
children in America, will be able to look at the White House and
know that there is recognition of the importance of their
religious beliefs and that they too will be able to celebrate
their holiest days in the White House for years to come. Through
all of these experiences and through my own reading, I have
learned what you know. That the values that lie at the heart of
your experince as Muslims, values of faith and of family, of
community and of responsibility for the less fortunate, are
values that are powerful. And they are ones that you share in
common with others of us who also seek to honor and live by our
values everyday.

Taking our values of our faith into the public arena is a
difficult and challenging effort. To keep our own traditions
alive, to share them with others, to contribute to our political
and public discourse, but to do so in an atmosphere of mutual
understanding and respect is one of the challenges that America,
likxe many other countries around the world, now faces. How do we
make sense of this rapidly changing global economy and society?
How do we hold on to what we value? And how do we take those
values and use them to help us meet the challenges of the future?

I believe that one of our great strengths as Americans is
that we are a diverse people, that we do come from different
backgrounds, and we do have different points of view. 'But for
those of us who share the mono-theistic religions that arose from
the beginning of Judaism, Christianity and Islam, we have so many



values in common that together we can help to shape a more
compassionate and caring society. We can help to imbue people
with personal responsibility for themselves, for their children,
for their communities. And as we meet our challenges, I hope we
will look for ways to do just that.

You know, in his State of the Union address, my husband
talked about challenges we confront as a nation, challenges to
cherish our children and strengthen our families, to invest in
education, to make it possible for people who work hard for a
living to feel that they are making a decent living for
themselves and their children, to guarantee some protection from
crime and violence, and to work towards preserving the
environment that we hold as stewards on behalf of future
generations. Also to maintain American leadership, here and
abroad. To continue the drive for peace, and freedom, and
justice around the world, and to make democracy work better here
at home and elsewhere. Now those are the challenges of our
times, and there are many sub-challenges under each of those.

But sometimes, in moments of great change as we confront
today, it is too easy to fall back on stereotypes, on negativism,
on the answers that drive people apart instead of bringing them
together. I know that many of you in this room have not only
traveled to Bosnia, but have supported the people of Bosnia
during the last terrible years. This spring my daughter and I
saw first hand what can happen to a society when people forget to
look at each other as human beings. When people are driven to
hatred and extremism and violence because of propaganda and the
stirring of emotions that are not rooted in our common
experience, but are devised for someone else’s political or
commercial advantage. I listened to the men and women who came
to meet me in Tuzla, gathered in that room and our United Btates
military headquarters, where Muslims and Christians and Jews who
had tried under the most horrific of circumstances to keep
hospitals and clinics going to treat the wounded and the sick, to
teach children, to gather for religious services, and I saw the
pain in their eyes and I heard the bewilderment in their voices
as to how this could happen.

And we look around the world and we see that it is not only
Bosnia, but there are many places where those who would divide
us, who would stereotype us, are sowing their evil seeds.

Whether it is in central Africa or Asia or Europe, Northern
Ireland or here at home. Yet I also saw, as I helicoptered to
two of our American military outposts, clothes lines with clean,
white sheets hanging from the windows of roofless houses. I saw
families beginning to return to till their fields, and I felt, as
I always do, that we had to believe that we could make a
difference, a more hopeful and peaceful world, and that we could
never give in to the voices of extremism and hatred and violence.



Because what I heard there were the voices of people
yearning for normalcy again. They just wanted to get back to the
lives that had been so brutally interrupted.

The United S8tates through, its leadership and the NATO
peacekeeping efforts, was attempting to do just that. as
important to me as what had already been accomplished ~-=- to
separate the combatants and to begin to encourage people to
return to their homes and take up their lives again -~ was the
example that our young men and women were setting for Bosnians
and for others. As my helicopter landed at Camp Bedrock or Camp
Alicia, places that had been carved out by our American military
to house our soldiers, I saw the promise of America; I saw men
and women wearing uniforms, I saw Christian, Muslim and Jewish
young people in the city, the country, the suburbs joined
together on behalf of our commitment to peace. As important as
anything our leaders do, they exemplified what it means for
people to live together who have different beliefs, who have
different faiths, who come from different traditions and
heritages.

Perhaps at no time in history has the American promise been
more important. We have to make America work. We have to be
willing to improve our own democracy, to stand up against our own
voices of hatred and division. And it is especially important
that we do so by celebrating each other, by respecting each
other. And I know we already heard a reading from the holy Koran
that was done so well by the woman who read earlier. But think
back on those words, and if we remember that mankind was created
from a single pair of male and female and made into nations and
tribes, that you may know each other, then fundamentally we are
all one. And because of our great traditions we are able to
enrich the human experience and we are particularly able to
enrich this great experiment known as America.

I want to thank you for being part of building and improving
America, I want to thank you for educating and making more aware
your fellow citizens of your particular backgrounds, experiences
and the meaning of your faith.

And I want to challenge all of us to realize that in the
next years ahead, much of the world will look to us to see if it
is possible for Christian, Muslim and Jew to live in harmony; for
black, white and brown to work together side by side; for men and
women to support and love and respect each other; and for
children, regardless of who their families might be, to be given
the opportunity to become whoever God meant them to be. It is a
wonderful time to be an American, and I thank you for helping us
continue to realize the promise that America represents. Thank
you very much.
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LEVEL 1 - 11 OF 18 STORIES
The Associated Press
The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These
materials may not be republished without the express written consent of The
Associated Press.
March 28, 1996, Thursday, AM cycle
SECTION: International News
LENGTH: 385 words
HEADLINE: Mrs. Clinton, in Turkey, Urges Religious Tolerance
BYLINE: By RON FOURNIER, Associated Press Writer
DATELINE: ISTANBUL, Turkey
BODY:

Vvisiting a crossroad of world religions, Hillary Rodham Clinton urged people
of all faiths Thursday to be more tolerant and "stand against those who would
use and misuse religion."

With symbols and words, the first lady tried to bridge the gaps between
religious groups in this mostly Muslim country with ancient ties to
Christianity.

Gathering heads of Christian, Muslim and Jewish churches into one stuffy
room, Mrs. Clinton said she came "on behalf of peace and tolerance and respect
among all people."

Her trip to Bosnia, shattered by years of ethnic bloodletting, underscored
"what the failure to respect and tolerate can bring," she said. The first lady
opened her eight-day overseas tour in the former Yugoslav republic.

Accompanied by her teen-age daughter, Chelsea, Mrs. Clinton backed her words
with a carefully designed tour of Istanbul religious sites cherished by Muslims

and Christians.

Entering the 17th-century Blue Mosque, mother and daughter wore colorful
scarves and soft, black slippers in keeping with Muslim tradition.

They also toured Aya Sofya museum, built in the sixth century as a Catholic
basilica. For almost five centuries after the Turkish conquest in 1453, it was a

Muslim mosque.

Mrs. Clinton gazed in wonder at the layers of construction that revealed
stunning icons of both religions.

Later, she met at a cultural center with the impressive collection of
religious officials.
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"I am very grateful of this opportunity to meet with leaders who stand
against those who would use and misuse religion," she said, sipping tea
sweetened by cubes of sugar.

Chelsea, a constant presence on this trip, sat directly behind her mother
with White House staff.

The day wasn't just about religion; the Clintons also visited the Topkapi
Palace, the lavish home of the Ottoman sultans, their harems and courts. The
pair toured the harem room and surveyed the porcelains, armor, fabrics, jewels
and calligraphy in the palace's museum.

Their visit included a look at a sparkling 86-carat diamond and the famous
Topkapi dagger, solid-gold with a timepiece in its hilt.

The tour wrapped up her three-day Turkey visit. She was flying to Greece on
Thursday night to deliver a speech about democracy and participate in the
Olympic torch-lighting ceremony. The trip ends Sunday.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE: March 28, 1996
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LEVEL 1 - 3 OF 75 STORIES

Copyright 1996 Times Mirror Company
Los Angeles Times

May 31, 1996, Friday, Home Edition
SECTION: Metro; Part B; Page 3; Metro Desk
LENGTH: 688 words

HEADLINE: FIRST LADY BREAKS GROUND WITH MUSLIMS;
RELIGION: MRS. CLINTON IS FIRST U.S. PRESIDENT'S WIFE TO ADDRESS THEM ANYWHERE
BESIDES THE WHITE HOUSE. SHE URGES INVOLVEMENT IN AMERICAN POLITICAL LIFE.

BYLINE: LARRY B. STAMMER, TIMES RELIGION WRITER

BODY:

In a Los Angeles speech hailed by American Muslims as proof they have come of
political age, Hillary Rodham Clinton on Thursday became the only first lady to
address U.S. Islamic groups outside the White House and promptly urged them to
become involved in the nation's political life.

She also served notice that Muslims in this country can no longer be ignored.

"Islam is the fastest-growing religion in America, a guide and pillar of
stability for many of our people," she said, drawing applause from the audience
of 300 at a luncheon sponsored by the Muslim Public Affairs Council and the
Muslim Women's League at the downtown Biltmore Hotel. "That is why an
understanding of Islam is long overdue.

"The values that lie at the heart of your experience as Muslims--values of
faith, family and community, and responsibility for the less fortunate--are
values that are powerful, and they are ones that you share in common with others
of us who also seek to honor and live by our values every day."

There are an estimated 500,000 Muslims in Southern California, and about 5.5
million in the United States, according to Muslim figures.

"I want to challenge all of us to realize that in the next years ahead, much
of the world will look to us to see whether it is possible for Christians,
Muslims and Jews to live in harmony, " Clinton said.

Her remarks and the attention they brought to a sometimes beleaguered and
maligned Muslim community were welcome, coming at a time not only when many U.S.
Muslims believe their faith has been unfairly characterized as a "terrorist
religion, " but amid new pessimism over prospects for peace in the Middle East in
the wake of the apparent election of Benjamin Netanyahu as Israeli prime
minister.

"We're breaking new ground in forging a positive Muslim identity," said Salam
Al-Marayati, director of the Muslim Public Affairs Council, before Clinton's
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speech. "The days of exclusion are over. . . . We're putting a human face on
Islam before the American public and before the highest office of the land."

Among the guests were Roman Catholic, Protestant and Jewish representatives.
Monsignor Royale Vadakin, who before his retirement was active in the Los
Angeles Roman Catholic archdiocese's ecumenical efforts, agreed that Muslims
were becoming a growing voice in public affairs and talled it "a joy" to see a
new generation of young Muslim leaders taking an active interest in American
life.

The importance U.S. Muslims attached to Clinton's appearance was apparent in
the effusive introduction given her by Maher Hathout, spokesman for the Islamic
Center of Southern California and one of the nation's preeminent Islamic
leaders.

"When our country becomes what we dream and when our society becomes warmer
and more inclusive . . . it will be written in history in letters of light that
the first first lady who took a major step to greet, include and to communicate
with Muslims is First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton," Hathout declared, drawing
loud applause.

In another indication of growing Muslim participation in politics, Clinton
was also introduced by Laila Al-Marayati, president of the Muslim Women's
League. Al-Marayati was appointed by the White House to serve as an advisor to
the U.S. delegation to the United Nations Conference on the Status of Women held
last September in Beijing.

In her remarks, Clinton struck a familiar theme in U.S. politics--the
importance of America as a model to the world of multicultural and multiethnic
harmony.

Clinton, a member of a United Methodist church, said much more unites
Christians, Jews and Muslims than divides them. She warned against those who
would fall back on false stereotypes and "sow their evil seeds" of hate.

Drawing on a phrase from the U.S. Constitution, she said Muslims--like other
immigrants before them--are contributing to "a more perfect Union." "We have to
make America work," she said. "We have to improve our own democracy, to stand up
against our own voices of hatred and division. It is especially important that
we do so by celebrating each other, by respecting each other."

GRAPHIC: PHOTO: Muslim leader Dr. Maher Hathout watches Hillary Rodham Clinton
go through receiving line. PHOTOGRAPHER: PATRICK DOWNS / Los Angeles Times

LANGUAGE: English

LOAD-DATE: May 31, 1996
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release February 20, 1996

REMARKS BY FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
AT THE RAMADAN RECEPTION
THE WHITE HOUSE

MRS. CLINTON: Eid Mubarak. I want to welcome you all to the White House as
you and Muslims all over the world celebrate the end of Ramadan. I am honored so many
of you could take the time to share part of this holy month with us here.

This is a historic occasion - the first Eid celebration ever at the White House. It is
only fitting that, just as children and families of other faiths come here to celebrate some of
their holy days, so you, too, are all here to mark this important Islamic tradition.

This celebration is an American event. We are a nation of immigrants who have long
drawn on our diverse religious traditions and faiths for the strength and courage that make
America great. For two centuries, we have prided ourselves on being a nation of pluralistic
beliefs, united by a common faith in democracy.

As the fastest growing religion in this country, Islam will only continue to enrich our
people and our society. And a greater understanding of the tenets of Islam in our national
consciousness will help us build strength and resilience as a nation. That is why the
President and I believe this is such an historic — and overdue -- occasion.

Like many Americans, I have only recently gained a full appreciation of Islam.
When I was growing up, there were no courses in Islamic history or religion in my schools
and the Koran was not on too many bookshelves in American households.

Fortunately, that has changed, as I know from my own family experience. I have to
admit that a good deal of what my husband and I have leamed has come from my daughter,
who some of you who are our friends know took a course last year in Islamic history. When
she and I traveled to South Asia, she provided me with a running commentary on everything
we saw and visited.

There we met many Muslim families, some of whom were struggling to make ends
meet. But despite their material poverty, the richness of their spiritual devotion - their faith
was overwhelming. Their commitment to their families was impressive.



Last night you ended 30 days of fasting and prayer. During this month of self-denial,
you have each striven to become wealthier in spirit, to strengthen your commitment to God,
to develop greater compassion for the poor, and to nurture your family relationships. The
values which lie at the heart of Ramadan -- of faith, family, community, and responsibility
for the less fortunate — resonate with all the peoples of this earth. They are universal values.

But in this era of change, this age of endless possibility and great uncertainty, it is
easy to forget our common priorities and shared values, and instead to dwell on our
divisions.

No .matter what religion we follow, we must not allow extremists of any faith to
manipulate the priorities and values of the majority of that religion’s followers. We have
seen what tragedies can happen when religion, whether it is Christianity, Judaism, or Islam,
is exploited for political gain. If we employ religion as an excuse for intolerance,
divisiveness, or violence, we betray its purpose.

Since coming to the White House, I have been privileged to meet some of our world’s
great religious leaders, among them Roman Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox Christians,
Jews, Muslims, and Buddhists. And, despite their profound differences, each speaks from a
deep wellspring of love that affirms life and yearns for men and women to open their hearts
like children to God and to one another.

So, on this day, I encourage all of us to continue reaching out to both neighbors and
strangers to help each other appreciate our faiths and to seek to understand the faiths of one
another.

Here in America, it is gratifying to see the great contributions that Muslims have
made and are making to this nation. Ramadan celebrates the time centuries ago when the
prophet Mohammed received the Koran from God. The Koran has touched and enlightened
billions, including my own family. And as I learn more about Islam and about all the great
religions, I am struck by the remarkable similarities among them. We know that we have
so much more in common than what divides us if we seek to celebrate that.

May peace be with all of us, and may God grant us health and prosperity now and in
the years ahead.

I'd like introduce some special guests who will take a few minutes to share their
thoughts and prayers with us.

The first who will address us is a young woman, Marwa Al-Khairo, age 11, who will
tell us about the meaning of Ramadan.



She will be followed by Chaplain Muhammad, the first Islamic chaplain to serve the
United States military, who will offer a prayer.

And Mr. Khaled Saffuri, the assistant director of the American Muslim Council,
which is sponsoring this reception, will bring our program to a close.

I also want to thank two dear friends of ours, Mr. Rashid Chaudary and Kamran
Khan for all their help on this occasion.

Now it gives me great pleasure to introduce Marwa to you.

L
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When the Beggs of Bloomfield Township and 19 other Muslim families meet First
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton today, they will be taking part in an important
milestone for all Muslims in America.

For the first time, the White House is playing host to a celebration marking
the end of Ramadan, a month of fasting when Muslims undergo a spiritual renewal.
The holiday is just as important as Lent is to Christians and Passover is to
Jews, but rarely has it been recognized by high-ranking government officials as
an important part of Islam.

"This is something we have always worked for -- to have our community
recognized for what it is, " said Victor Ghalib Begg, a native of India who has
lived in the United States for the last 25 years. "We are law-abiding
professionals. Unfortunately, our image has been reduced."

As the head of the Muslim American Alliance and the state's representative on
the American Muslim Council, Begg has struggled to show that the vast majority
of the nation's 6 million Muslims are just like any other group.

Many Americans stereotype Muslims as terrorists and initially pointed blame
at them in the Oklahoma City bombing last summer and the assassination of
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzak Rabin in the fall. Muslims weren't the culprits in
either case, but Begg said it "opened up (people's) eyes to the fact that there
are extremists in every religion, but the majority of the people, the
overwhelming majority, are basically the same."

"The IRA is blowing up buses, and nobody says the Christians are doing it,"
he said. "That's the kind of prejudice we face."

Promoting a positive image of Muslims and of Islam in Washington is an
important first step toward overcoming that prejudice, Begg said.

"It is very significant for the Muslims to be recognized by the White House"
in a celebration of Eid ul Fitr, as the day marking the end of Ramadan is known,
Begg said. "I think it will enable us to communicate our faith to the larger

community."
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Muslim-American families, including two from Michigan, expressed gratitude
toward President and Mrs. Clinton Tuesday for hosting the first White House
celebration marking the end of Ramadan.

"It's been long overdue," said Victor Ghalib Begg of Bloomfield Township, who
as head of the Muslim American Alliance helped organize the event.

Hillary Rodham Clinton addressed the gathering of about 100 Muslims in the
Indian Treaty Room in the 0ld Executive Office Building next to the White House.

Women with heads wrapped in scarves, men with fezzes, children and crying
infants crowded into the ornate marble hall and listened to the first lady talk
about how her daughter, Chelsea, educated her about the Muslim faith. After her
speech she was handed a Koran by Chaplain Abdul-Rasheed Muhammad, the first
Islamic chaplain in the U.S. military.

Begg said the Muslim-American community prompted the White House to host the
event partly in an effort to fight negative stereotypes of Muslims.

Begg attended the event with his wife, Shaheena, 10-year-old daughter Sofia,
and 1l1-year-old son Yusuf.

Bana Mossa-Basha, a 20-year-old student at the University of Michigan in
Dearborn, also praised the first lady's speech.

"She's recognizing the Muslim community in America and that strengthens and
unites all Americans," said Basha who attended the event with her family who
lives in West Bloomfield.
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First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
Videotaped Remarks for
Symposium at Janadriah Festival
March 8, 1996

I am very pleased to have this opportunity to address the
1996 Janadriah (jenna-DREE-uh] Cultural Festival, and to
contribute in some small way to a discussion as important as
"Islam and the West."

Here in the United States, Americans are beginning to learn
more about the rich traditions of Islamic history and culture and
to appreciate the contributions of Islamic people to our own
culture.

I, myself, have become an eager student of Islam in recent
years, thanks in part to my daughter, who took a course on
Islamic history in high school. As a result of her studies, she
proved to be an invaluable tour guide to me when we traveled to
South Asia together last year.

I also had the opportunity last month to host the first-ever
White House celebration of the Eid Al-Fitr ([eed-al-fitter)
holiday. As I shared in this historic celebration of joy, love
and family life, I thought of how Western society too often
mischaracterizes Islam and those who adhere to its teaching. We
have allowed a tiny minority to define an ugly stereotype. The
reality is that the vast majority of the estimated 4 million
Muslims in the United States are loyal citizens whose daily lives
revolve around work, family and community.

As Americans, we are proud of our history as an open,
pluralist society that respects all religions, including Islam.
During the Ramadan celebration I met a little Muslim American
girl who spoke to the group, saying, "Only in America, people
from different parts of the world can come together and become
one community. I am proud to be an American. And I am proud to
be an American Muslim." 1In the past, children of other faiths
have had the opportunity to observe their major holidays at the
White House. Now Muslim children also know that their religion
has a place in their President's house.

These opportunities to share in Muslim life have enriched my
own experience, and I am hopeful that Islamic countries and the
West will continue to expand their dialogue so that we can learn
to appreciate the many values and aspirations we share as people
and nations. Thank you for your part in enriching the dialogue.
I wish the Festival and its distinguished participants the best
of success.

Thank you very much.
Lidd
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o BY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

This week, for the first time in American history, the White House hosted a
celebration of an Islamic holiday. It was long overdue.

To mark the end of the holy month of Ramadan, the most impona_nt
Muslim holiday of the year, | welcomed 200 men, women and children (and
even some sleeping babies) from across the country to the Indian Treaty Room
of the Old Executive Office Building.

There were prayers and speeches, and a feast of traditional dishes,
including meat dumplings, pita bread, hummus (a spicy garbanzo bean dip),
baba ganoush (an eggplant dip), tabbouleh (a salad of parsley, tomatoes and
cracked wheat) and pastries.

Like 1 billion other Muslims around the world, these American Muslims
had just finished fasting from sunrise until sundown for 30 days. Ramadan is a
special time for families, when parents and their children practice self-discipline

e and deny themselves food and water to gain greater compassion for the poor.

(:“?’5-'3 As | shared in this historic celebration of joy, love and family life, | couldn't
help thinking of how we, as a society, too often mischaracterize Islam and those
who adhere to its teachings. Think back to the Oklahoma City bombing, and
some of the reactions that immediately followed, and you'll know what I'm
getting at. Moments after the explosion, Muslims were publicly presumed to
have been responsible. While police searched for suspects, many Muslims in
this country felt afraid to leave their homes. Mosques and Islamic centers
received threatening phone calls. =

While news stories about Muslims often focus on extremists like those
responsible for the World Trade Center bombing and other acts of terrorism, it's
not fair to apply such a negative stereotype to all Muslims.

The reality is that the vast majority of the estimated 4 million Muslims in
the United States are loyal citizens whose daily lives revolve around work,
family and community.

People who find spiritual guidance and sustenance in Islam represent all
walks of American life. They range from well-known celebrities like Houston

, Rockets star Hakeem Olajuwon to community leaders like Dr. Laila Al-Marayati,
( - a California physician who served on the U.S. delegation to the Women's
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Conference in Beijing, to Chaplain Abdul-Rasheed Muhammad, the first Islamic
chaplain in the U.S. Army, who offered a prayer at the White House ceremony.

They are also children like Marwa Al-Khairo, a Girl Scout and aspiring
doctor who loves books by Judy Blume and Mark Twain. She, her two younger
brothers and her Iragi-born parents joined many other families at the White
House celebration.

Standing on the dais, her green felt hat barely reaching above the
microphone, she offered the most poignant reminder of why a celebration of
Ramadan at the White House was as important to all Americans as to those in
the room.

"Only in America, people from different parts of the world can come
together and become one community,” she said. "I am proud to be an American.
And | am proud to be an American Muslim,” she added, before ending her
speech with a plug for her mosque's baklava, a favorite pastry.

Marwa's life is no different in many respects from that of other American
sixth-graders. But listening to her, | thought about how hopeful it is for our
country that children here can grow up like Marwa, fluent not only in the ways of
America but also in their own cultural and religious traditions.

| am grateful that my own daughter has had the chance to study Islamic
history in high school, cenainly not an option for my generation. In fact, Chelsea
was so enthusiastic about the course that when we traveled to South Asia
together last year, she provided a running commentary on everything we did
and saw.

Learning about all of the cultures that have enriched our society also
enhances our understanding of what it means to be American. We are, after all,
a nation of immigrants and diverse religious beliefs.

In the past, children of other faiths have had the opportunity to observe
their major holidays at the White House. There have been parties at Christmas
and a ceremony to light the menorah at the beginning of Hanukkah. And
thousands of children come to the annual Easter egg roll on the South Lawn in
the spring.

Now, | hope, Marwa and other Muslim children will also feel that their
religion has a place in their President's house.

COPYRIGHT 1996 CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
February 20, 1996



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immedlate Release March 27,

REMARKS BY FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
AT THE CIRAGAN PALACE
ISTANBUL, TURKEY

MRS.CLINTON: It is an honor to be with you here in
Turkey today, and to experience firsthand the splendor
of one of the world’s greatest cities.

Before coming to Istanbul, many people described
for me what it is like to stand on one continent and
look across the water to another. Today, I can see even
more clearly that Turkey is the cross-roads of Europe
and Asia -- a bridge between eras, peoples, ideas,
visions and cultures.

I would like to thank the people of Turkey for
extending such a warm and gracious welcome to me and my
daughter and those traveling with us. To the President
and Prime Minister I owe special thanks for their warm
hospitality yesterday in Ankara.

I know that my husband is very much looking
forward to meeting with President Demirel in Washington
this week -- and to building on the many values and
aspirations that the American and Turkish people share.

Our nations have been friends and allies for the
better part of this century -- indeed, we have stood
side by side through many international crises. We are
strategic partners working together to bring peace and
stability to many trouble spots today. President
Clinton was most grateful for Turkey’s participation in
the recent anti-terrorism summit in Egypt. The United
States looks forward to strengthening that friendship
in the years ahead.

In a world so often torn by tensions of geography,
ethnicity, religion, and history, Turkey gives us a
glimpse of a more hopeful future. Here, we see not a
clash of civilizations, but a coming together of East
and West, European and Asian, traditional and modern,
and men and women.
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We see Islam co-existing with secularism. We see
proof that such a co-existence is not only possible --
but advantageous to all segments of society.

Yet looking in almost every direction from here =--
east, west, north and south -- we see examples of what
happens when the ideals of respect, tolerance, civility
and reconciliation are lost.

Just a few days ago I was in Bosnia visiting
American troops in Tuzla, where I also had the
opportunity to speak with the Turkish commander of the
troops your country has sent as peacemakers.

Violence and ethnic cleansing in the past four
years have claimed far too many victims in Bosnia. Our
troops -- and yours -- and the many civilians and
non-governmental organizations at work in the former
Yugoslavia are not just helping build a lasting peace;
they are helping the people of that war-torn land build
a multi-ethnic, multi-religious democracy.

It won’t happen overnight, nor can we expect it
to. The United States has been working to perfect
democracy for more than 200 years. Turkey continues to
strive for the democratic ideal 73 years after the
founding of the Republic.

A strong democracy requires economic stability,
religious and social harmony, a healthy and educated
population, a free and open system of justice and a
political process that does not exclude any person
because of gender, ethnic origin, race, faith, or
station in life.

No nation can achieve the ideals of democracy if
it fails to uphold the rights of all citizens.
Respecting human rights means respecting the views of
those who may disagree with their governments. It means
granting citizens the freedom to assemble, organize,
and debate openly. It means not denying people their
life or dignity because of the peaceful expression of
their ideas and opinions.

It also means ensuring that women throughout their
lives are guaranteed access to what I call the tools of
opportunity: education, health care, jobs, credit,
legal protection and political freedom.

This is particularly urgent today. We are not just
at the dawn of a new century but on the frontier of a
new world. Although we have witnessed the long rule of
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dictators and controlled economies giving way to
democracy and free markets in country after country, we
also have seen a resurgence of ethnic and religious
strife around the globe.

Rapid and profound change has created
unprecedented opportunities for peace and prosperity,
but also has inflamed old tensions and weighed us down
with new ones.

The challenge of deep poverty still confronts us.
The challenge of living together in peace and harmony
in the face of ethnic, religious and other tensions
among peoples has never been greater. The challenge of
putting people first, of including all of our citizens
as full participants in our economic and political
lives -- men and women, rich and poor, people of all
races and creeds -- has yet to be met.

These ancient challenges are compounded by the
stresses inherent in a time of global transformation.

The so-called Information Age holds great
potential: modern technology enables us to communicate
more quickly and understand each other better. Yet we
also know that it poses a difficult problem: A vast
majority of our world’s people are not equipped with
the skills they need for the new global economy.

And if consumerism is the primary message being
transmitted, the explosion in material expectations
will put additional demands on institutions ranging
from the family to the government. Those expectations
are not likely to be realized quickly or fully.

Together we must address both the opportunities
and the difficulties that confront us today -- for
ourselves, our families, and the future of our
children.

The question is what we can do to create a better
future for all of us. I believe that one place to start
is by ensuring that women are fulfilled in their own
lives and able to participate fully in our national
lives.

Women represent half the world’s population. And
yet in country after country, they lack access to
education, to health services, to jobs, to political
and civil rights.

Where women lack access to education, health care
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and economic opportunity, children tend to be less
educated, less well nourished, and families tend to be
larger and poorer. Where women are illiterate, the
environment is often poorly managed and democracy
remains fragile.

One lesson we have learned over the past decade is
that where women prosper, countries prosper.

The education of all people, and especially women,
reaps enormous dividends for societies. Education is
not only about acquiring skills; it helps us understand
and tolerate differences and learn the value of
civility. Education holds out the promise that we can
live together more harmoniously. It helps us understand
the unsettling changes in our lives today and manage
those changes. Education is as important to peace as it
is to prosperity.

To bring women more fully into our national lives,
we must be committed to the education of girls and
women. They must be able to attend school -- not just
to become literate but to gain the knowledge and
expertise they need in areas such as medicine,
engineering, management, computer science and many
others that will enable them to contribute to the
prosperity of their families and their nations.

Women must have access to health care, especially
the care they need as new mothers. Wives, together with
their husbands, must have access to family planning
services so that they can make voluntary, responsible
and informed choices about the size of their families.
And children -- girls as well as boys -- must have
access to preventive and curative medical care that
will enable them to grow into healthy adults.

I recognize that some people still regard
education and health care for girls and women as
"soft." Often these matters are dismissively labeled as
so-called "women’s issues" that do not belong at the
center of debate about the serious challenges of our
time. I would argue strongly, however, that social
development, especially investments in women, are as
important to the prosperity and stability of a nation
as investments in free markets and trade.

But even assuming you agree with my argument, what
is to be done to bring about strategies for such
development?

That question deserves far more analysis and
discussion than I can offer today. But let me suggest
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that governments, businesses, the non-profit sector and
individual citizens must all play a role in ensuring
that those investments are made for the betterment of
our nations and of our global family.

First, governments must continue to expand the
general conditions required for democracy and market
economies so that we can unleash the creative energies
of millions of people who are prepared to act
responsibly and take advantage of opportunities
available to thenm.

Where social services are limited, and when women
have no access to them, growth will be uneven and
prosperity hindered. My own country is engaged in a
vigorous debate right now over government’s role in
providing social services because we have seen that a
significant number of our citizens are not equipped to
share in the rewards of the newly emerging economy.

Every government must invest more resources in the
education and health care of children, especially
girls. This should be a priority that takes precedence
over competing budgetary demands. For some countries,
it means providing schools and clinics where they are
needed and incentives for families to educate and
provide health care for all their children. For a
country like the United States, it means delivering
existing services more efficiently and with greater
accountability for outcomes.

Although governments have primary responsibility
for creating a climate that encourages economic growth
and social development, businesses also have a role to
play.

Businesses are increasingly pressured to think about
short-term profits, but they must begin to recognize
that the social costs of doing business often have
medium and long term economic consequences. Depleting
natural or human resources destroys and undermines
confidence in markets. The world needs socially
responsible business leadership today more than ever.

No matter how much governments and businesses do
to encourage social development, they cannot achieve
such goals alone, nor should they be expected to.
Citizens, cooperating in non-governmental organizations
like many of those represented here, must also take
initiative and even provide the lead. NGO leadership is
typically highly motivated and energetic in pursuing a
vision of a better world, and increasingly governments
and the private sector are relying on NGOs for guidance
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in making social and economic investments.

I believe that it is only through the responsible
involvement of all segments of society -- along with
individual citizens -- that women will become full
partners in society and democracy will be preserved and
strengthened.

Yesterday, I had the honor of laying a wreath at
the mausoleum of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk in Ankara.
Ataturk’s enduring vision of an independent,
prosperous, modern and secular Turkey has enabled this
nation to overcome obstacles and conditions that have
impeded progress in many other countries around the
world.

He, more than almost any other leader in this
century, understood that a nation that wished to
control its own destiny and compete in the world had to
invest in its single greatest resource -- its people.
And he understood that women were a critical part of
that equation.

In 1923, he said that "it is scientifically
improbable and even impossible for a society to
progress if it does not march toward the same goals
with all its men and women."

Ataturk led Turkey farther along the path to
gender equality than many Muslim and Western nations.
Thanks to his reforms, women in Turkey have enjoyed
significant positions in government, medicine, the law,
and the academy.

By insisting that women take part in the political
and social life of the country and by insisting that
girls and women be educated, Ataturk not only improved
the lives of Turkish women, he improved the lot of
Turkish families and Turkish society as well.

Yet I also know that in every country, including
my own, much remains to be done to protect the gains
that have been made on behalf of women, to improve
their opportunities as citizens and to strengthen the
foundations of democratic society.

Illiteracy among women continues to be an
impediment to economic progress for an entire nation.
Pressures caused by population growth
disproportionately affect women, but also significantly
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affect families, communities, health care systems,
schools, and government. And the ongoing abuse of women
in and out of their homes -- a tragedy that occurs in
every socio-economic class in every country of the
world -- undermines the stability of families and
inhibits the contributions that women can and should be
making to society.

The influence of women must also be felt in the
political arena, both as voters and as elected
officials in government. Having too few women engaged
in the political process diminishes the potential of
democracy in too many countries. I am particularly
aware of this problem because, in the United States,
women won the right to vote more than 75 years ago. Yet
tens of millions of women fail to exercise that right
today.

Ataturk was ahead of his time in believing that
women were vital to the progress of society. His vision
of economic progress, human development, and
citizenship remains our vision today.

Turkey knows, as America knows, that democracy is
the best hope for all people and all nations to live
together peaceably and to realize the God-given
potential of all men and women.

If we all take our personal responsibilities
seriously, and use our voices and votes to fulfill our
nations’ economic and political aspirations, we will
create a better world for all those who follow us,
whether they are men or women, boys or girls.
Ultimately, that is what should motivate political,
economic, and social decisions here in Turkey, in
America, and around the world.

Thank you very much.
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3 October 1997

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to the
First Lady

The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Melanne:

Thank you very much for your support of our efforts on behalf of women’s human rights and for
arrangements related to the First Lady’s greetings to the participants in the conference “Rights of
Passage: An International Conference on Women’s Human Rights Education.”

The message from Mrs. Clinton was a heart warming reaffirmation of her support for the
campaign for women’s human rights education. The coordinators of our campaign in Uzbekistan,
Malaysia, Bangladesh, L.ebanon, Jordan, Egypt, and Azerbaijan were especially gratified that
their field of work is one in which the First Lady takes a special interest.

[ am enclosing a letter of thanks for the First Lady as well as a program and biographies of the
speakers and presenters in the conference. As their biographies indicate, the intermational
presenters are activists in the fields of civil society building and human rights. It would be a great
encouragement for them if they were to be included in events and ceremonies during the First
Lady’s travels to their countries.

Thank you once again for your support and with my warmest good wishes.

Sincerely,
Ik
Mahnaz Aﬂch%

President

THE SISTERHOOD IS GLOBAL INSTITUTE Telephone: 001 (301) 657-4355

Fax: 001 (301) 657-4381
4343 Montgomery Avenue, Suite 201
Bethesda, Maryland 20814
USA
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Morning Session
9:00-9:30

9:30-10:00

10:00-12:30

12:30-2:00
Afternoon Session

2:00-5:00

RIGHTS OF PASSAGE:
AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1997

Registration and Coffee

Welcome

Herman Schwartz, Center for Human Rights and Humanitarian Law,
American University

Clovis Maksoud, Center for the Global South, American University

Introductory Remarks
Mahnaz Afkhami, The Sisterhood [s Global Institute

International Human Rights Education: Dilemmas and Developments
Moderator: Ann Elizabeth Mayer, The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania
Ama Ata Aidoo, former Minister of Education, Ghana

Sherrill Whittington, UNICEF

Aruna Rao, Association for Women in Development

Dorothy Thomas, Women'’s Rights Project/Human Rights Watch

Lunch

Women’s Human Rights Across Cultures and Religions

Moderator: Barbara Stowasser, Center for Contemporary Arab Studies
Vasudha Narayanan, University of Florida

Letty Cottin Pogrebin, author, a founding editor of Ms. magazine

Diana Hayes, Georgetown University

Nawal Ammar, Kent State University



SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1997
Morning Session

9:00-9:30 Registration and Coffee

9:30-10:30 Special Session: Claiming Our Rights
Mahnaz Afkhami, Haleh Vaziri, Sisterhood Is Global Institute

10:30-1:00 SIGI’s Human Rights Education Workshops: Reports from the Field
Moderator/Discussant

Nancy Flowers, Amnesty International

Marfua Tokhtakhodjaeva, Women’s Resource Center, SIGI/Uzbekistan
Afifa Dirani Arsanios, United Nations Development Program, SIGI/Lebanon
Sharifah Tahir, Malaysia

Mashuda Khatun Shefali, Nari Uddug Kendra, SIGI/Bangladesh

Asma Khader. lawyer/advocate, SIGI/Jordan

Regan Ralph, Women’s Rights Project/Human Rights Watch

I Krishanti Dharmaraj, Women’s Institute for Leadership Development

1:00-2:00 Lunch
Afternoon Session

2:00-5:00 Human Rights Education: Strategies That Work

Moderator: Greta Hofmann Nemiroff, Dawson College, SIGI/Canada
Azar Nafisi, Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies
Jaleh Behroozi, National Institute for Literacy

Denise Duncan, Logistics Management Institute

Lauren Gilbert, Center for Human Rights and Humanitarian Law
Loretta Ross, The Center for Human Rights

5:00-5:15 Concluding Remarks



Rights of Passage: An International Conference
on Women’s Human Rights Education

Conference Participants

Mahnaz Afkhami is Executive Director of the Sisterhood Is Global Institute and former Minister of State for
Women’s Affairs in Iran. She is the Executive Director of the Foundation for Iranian Studies and serves on
advisory boards for a number of national and international organizations. She is author of Women in Exile and
co-editor of the forthcoming The Politics of Participation: Muslim Women and the Beijing Plaiform (November
1997). She is coauthor of Claiming Our Rights: A Manual for Women's Human Rights Education in Muslim
Societies.

Nawal Ammar is assistant professor of criminal justice studies at Kent State University. She has written widely
on Islam and women in such articles as, “Discrimination Against Women Under the Nationality Laws: Case
Studies from Egypt and Lebanon,”(Women and Justice: Policy Implications-Domestic and International. Roslvn
Mursakin, forthcoming) and “The Status of Childless Women in Islam: Issues of Social and Legal Construction”
(Humanity and Society, August 1996). She is also the coordinator of the Mahoning Valley Collaborative for
Incarcerated Women.

Afifa Dirani Arsanios is coordinator of SIGI’s human rights education program in Lebanon. She is the public
information officer for the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in Beirut, Lebanon. Previous to
this post. Ms. Arsanios was the special advisor to the president of the National Assembly (1985-1992). Ms.
Arsanios is also coordinator of the Legal Literacy project which targets women and youth groups. Her published
work includes short documentary films, interviews, lectures, and articles on Arab women, Arab family structure
and family planning.

Jaleh Behroozi joined the Policy and Program Development staff of the National Institute for Literacy in 1993.
As a manager, she has been responsible for development of the Institute’s Literacy Information and
Communication System (LINCS) as well as in charge of developing communications systems and tools for
facilitating communication among different segments of the literacy community. Ms. Behroozi has fifteen years
experience in education, working with libraries and other community-based organizations, and has been especially
involved with issues related to minorities and women.

Krishanti Dharmarayj, originally from Sri Lanka, is a human rights educator and activist. Ms. Dharmaraj is
currently the executive director and co-founder of WILD, Women’s Institute for Leadership Development for
Human Rights, an organization focusing on understanding, developing, and integrating human rights to address
long term social change. Currently, she is the co-chair of Amnesty International USA’s Women’s Human Rights
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Article17. (1) No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his
privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his honor and
reputation.

(2) Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such
interference or attacks.

Article 18. (1) Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and
religion. This right shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his
choice, and freedom, either individually or in community with others and in public or
private, to manifest his religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching.

(2) No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to
have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice.

(3) Freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to such
limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order, health
or morals or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others.

(4) The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for
the liberty of parents and, when applicable, legal guardians to ensure the religious and moral
education of their children in conformity with their own convictions.

Article 19. (1) Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference.

(2) Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall
include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of
frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media
of his choice.

(3) The exercise of the rights provided for in paragraph 2 of this article carries
with it special duties and responsibilities. It may therefore be subject to certain restrictions,
but these shall only be such as are provided by law and are necessary:

(a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others;

(b) For the protection of national security or of public order (ordre public), or of public
health or morals.

Article 20. (1) Any propaganda for war shall be prohibited by law.
(2) Any advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes
incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence shall be prohibited by law.

Article 21.  The right of peaceful assembly shall be recognized. No restrictions may be
placed on the exercise of this right other than those imposed in conformity with the law and
which are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of national security or public
safety, public order (ordre public), the protection of public health or morals or the protection
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of the rights and freedoms of others.

Article 22. (1) Everyone shall have the right to freedom of association with others,
including the right to form and join trade unions for the protection of his interests.

(2) No restrictions may be placed on the exercise of this right other than those
which are prescribed by law and which are necessary in a democratic society in the interests
of national security or public safety, public order (ordre public), the protection of public
health or morals or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others. This article shall not
prevent the imposition of lawful restrictions on members of the armed forces and of the
police in their exercise of this right.

(3) Nothing in this article shall authorize States Parties to the International
Labor Organization Convention of 1948 concerning Freedom of Association and Protection
of the Right to Organize to take legislative measures which would prejudice, or to apply the
law in such a manner as to prejudice the guarantees provided for in that Convention.

Article 23. (1) The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is
entitled to protection by society and the State.

(2) The right of men and women of marriageable age to marry and to found
a family shall be recognized.

(3) No marriage shall be entered into without the free and full consent of the
intending spouses.

(4) States Parties to the present Covenant shall take appropriate steps to
ensure equality of rights and responsibilities of spouses as to marriage, during marriage and
at its dissolution. In the case of dissolution, provision shall be made for the necessary
protection of any children.

Article 24. (1) Every child shall have, without any discrimination as to race, color, sex,
language, religion, national or social origin, property or birth, the right to such measures of
protection as are required by his status as a minor, on the part of his family, society and the
State.

(2) Every child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have a
name.

(3) Every child has the right to acquire a nationality.

Article 25.  Every citizen shall have the right and the opportunity, without any of the
distinctions mentioned in article 2 and without unreasonable restrictions:

(a) To take part in the conduct of public affairs, directly or through freely chosen
representatives;
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(b) To vote and to be elected at genuine periodic elections which shall be by universal and
equal suffrage and shall be held by secret ballot, guaranteeing the free expression of the will
of the electors;

(c) To have access, on general terms of equality, to public service in his country.

Article26.  All persons are equal before the law and are entitled without any
discrimination to the equal protection of the law. In this respect, the law shall prohibit any
discrimination and guarantee to all persons equal and effective protection against
discrimination on any ground such as race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other
opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.

Article 27.  Inthose States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities exist, persons
belonging to such minorities shall not be denied the right, in community with the other
members of their group, to enjoy their own culture, to profess and practice their own religion,
or to use their own language.

Part IV

Article 28 (1) There shall be established a Human Rights Committee (hereafter referred
to in the present Covenant as the Committee). It shall consist of eighteen members and shall
carry out the functions hereinafter provided.

(2) The Committee shall be composed of nationals of the States Parties to the
present Covenant who shall be persons of high moral character and recognized competence
in the field of human rights, consideration being given to the usefulness of the participation
of some persons having legal experience.

(3) The members of the Committee shall be elected and shall serve in their
personal capacity.

Article 29. (1) The members of the Committee shall be elected by secret ballot from a list
of persons possessing the qualifications prescribed in article 28 and nominated for the
purpose by the States Parties to the present Covenant.

(2) Each State Party to the present Covenant may nominate not more than two
persons. These persons shall be nationals of the nominating State.

(3) A person shall be eligible for renomination.

Article 30. (1) The initial election shall be held no later than six months after the date of
the entry into force of the present Covenant.

(2) At least four months before the date of each election to the Committee,
other than an election to fill a vacancy declared in accordance with article 34, the Secretary-
General of the United Nations shall address a written invitation to the States Parties to the
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present Covenant to submit their nominations for membership of the Committee within three
months.

(3) The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall prepare a list in
alphabetical order of all the persons thus nominated, with an indication of the States Parties
which have nominated them, and shall submit it to the States Parties to the present Covenant
no later than one month before the date of each election.

(4) Elections of the members of the Committee shall be held at a meeting of
the States Parties to the present Covenant convened by the Secretary-General of the United
Nations at the Headquarters of the United Nations. At that meeting, for which two thirds of
the States Parties to the present Covenant shall constitute a quorum, the persons elected to
the Committee shall be those nominees who obtain the largest number of votes and an
absolute majority of the votes of the representatives of States Parties present and voting.

Article 31. (1) The Committee may not include more than one national of the same State.

(2) In the election of the Committee, consideration shall be given to equitable
geographical distribution of membership and to the representation of the different forms of
civilization and of the principal legal systems.

Article 32. (1) The members of the Committee shall be elected for a term of four years.
They shall be eligible for re-election if renominated. However, the terms of nine of the
members elected at the first election shall expire at the end of two years; immediately after
the first election, the names of these nine members shall be chosen by lot by the Chairman
of the meeting referred to in article 30, paragraph 4.

(2) Elections at the expiry of office shall be held in accordance with the
preceding articles of this part of the present Covenant.

Article 41. (1) A State Party to the present Covenant may at any time declare under this
article that it recognizes the competence of the Committee to receive and consider
communications to the effect that a State Party claims that another State Party is not fulfilling
its obligations under the present Covenant. Communications under this article may be
received and considered only if submitted by a State Party which has made a declaration
recognizing in regard to itself the competence of the Committee. No communication shall
be received by the Committee if it concerns a State Party which has not made such a
declaration. Communications received under this article shall be dealt with in accordance
with the following procedure:

(a) If a State Party to the present Covenant considers that another State Party is not giving
effect to the provisions of the present Covenant, it may, by written communication, bring the
matter to the attention of that State Party. Within three months after the receipt of the
communication the receiving State shall afford the State which sent the communication an
explanation, or any other statement in writing clarifying the matter which should include, to
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the extent possible and pertinent, reference to domestic procedures and remedies taken,
pending, or available in the matter.

(b) If the matter is not adjusted to the satisfaction of both States Parties concerned within six
months after the receipt by the receiving State of the initial communication, either State shall
have the right to refer the matter to the Committee, by notice given to the Committee and to
the other State.

(c) The Committee shall deal with a matter referred to it only after it has ascertained that all
available domestic remedies have been invoked and exhausted in the matter, in conformity
with the generally recognized principles of international law. This shall not be the rule where
the application of the remedies is unreasonably prolonged.

(d) The Committee shall hold closed meetings when examining communications under this
article.

(e) Subject to the provisions of sub-paragraph (c), the Committee shall make available its
goods offices to the States Parties concerned with a view to a friendly solution of the matter
on the basis of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms as recognized in the
present Covenant.

(f) In any matter referred to it the Committee may call upon the States Parties concemned,
referred to in subparagraph (b), to supply any relevant information.

(g) The States Parties concemed, referred to in subparagraph (b), shall have the right to be
represented when the matter is being considered in the Committee and to make submissions
orally and/or in writing.

(h) The Committee shall, within twelve months after the date of receipt of notice under
sub-paragraph (b), submit a report:

(1) If a solution within the terms of subparagraph (e) is reached, the Committee shall confine
its report to a brief statement of the facts and of the solution reached;

(i1) If a solution within the terms of sub-paragraph (e) is not reached, the Committee shall
confine its report to a brief statement of the facts; the written submissions and record of the
oral submissions made by the States Parties concerned shall be attached to the report.

In every matter, the report shall be communicated to the States Parties concerned.

(2) The provisions of this article shall come into force when ten States Parties
to the present Covenant have made declarations under paragraph 1 of this article. Such
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declarations shall be deposited by the States Parties with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, who shall transmit copies thereof to the other States Parties. A declaration may be
withdrawn at any time by notification to the Secretary-General. Such a withdrawal shall not
prejudice the consideration of any matter which is the subject of a communication already
transmitted under this article; no further communication by any State Party shall be received
after the notification of withdrawal of the declaration has been received by the
Secretary-General, unless the State Party concerned has made a new declaration.

Article 42.  (1)(a) If a matter referred to the Committee in accordance with article 41 is
notresolved to the satisfaction of the States Parties concerned, the Committee may, with the
prior consent of the States Parties concerned, appoint an ad hoc Conciliation Commission
(hereinafter referred to as the Commission). The good offices of the Commission shall be
made available to the States Parties concerned with a view to an amicable solution of the
matter on the basis of respect for the present Covenant;

(b) The Commission shall consist of five persons acceptable to the States
Parties concerned. If the States Parties concerned fail to reach agreement within three
months on all or part of the composition of the Commission, the members of the
Commission concerning whom no agreement has been reached shall be elected by secret
ballot by a two-thirds majority vote of the Committee from among its members.

(2) The members of the Commission shall serve in their personal capacity.
They shall not be nationals of the States Parties concerned, or of a State not party to the
present Covenant, or of a State Party which has not made a declaration under article 41.

(3) The Commission shall elect its own Chairman and adopt its own rules of
procedure.

(4) The meetings of the Commission shall normally be held at the
Headquarters of the United Nations or at the United Nations Office at Geneva. However,
they may be held at such other convenient places as the Commission may determine in
consultation with the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the States Parties
concerned.

(5) The secretariat provided in accordance with article 36 shall also service
the commissions appointed under this article.

(6) The information received and collated by the Committee shall be made
available to the Commission and the Commission may call upon the States Parties concerned
to supply any other relevant information.

(7) When the Commission has fully considered the matter, but in any event
not later than twelve months after having been seized of the matter, it shall submit to the
Chairman of the Committee a report for communication to the States Parties concerned:

(a) If the Commission is unable to complete its consideration of the matter within twelve

months, it shall confine its report to a brief statement of the status of its consideration of the
matter; :
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(b) If an amicable solution to the matter on the basis of respect for human rights as
recognized in the present Covenant is reached, the Commission shall confine its report to a
brief statement of the facts and of the solution reached;

(c) If a solution within the terms of sub-paragraph (b) is not reached, the Commission's report
shall embody its findings on all questions of fact relevant to the issues between the States
Parties concerned, and its views on the possibilities of an amicable solution of the matter.
This report shall also contain the written submissions and a record of the oral submissions
made by the States Parties concerned;

(d) If the Commission's report is submitted under subparagraph (c), the States Parties
concerned shall, within three months of the receipt of the report, notify the Chairman of the
Committee whether or not they accept the contents of the report of the Commission.

(8) The provisions of this article are without prejudice to the responsibilities
of the Committee under article 41.

(9) The States Parties concerned shall share equally all the expenses of the
members of the Commission in accordance with estimates to be provided by the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

(10) The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be empowered to pay
the expenses of the members of the Commission, if necessary, before reimbursement by the
States Parties concerned, in accordance with paragraph 9 of this article.

Article 43. The members of the Committee, and of the ad hoc conciliation commissions
which may be appointed under article 42, shall be entitled to the facilities, privileges and
immunities of experts on mission for the United Nations as laid down in the relevant sections
of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations.

Article 44.  The provisions for the implementation of the present Covenant shall apply
without prejudice to the procedures prescribed in the field of human rights by or under the
constituent inswuments and the conventions of the United Nations and of the specialized
agencies and shall not prevent the States Parties to the present Covenant from having
recourse to other procedures for settling a dispute in accordance with general or special
international agreements in force between them.

Article4S.  The Committee shall submit to the General Assembly of the United Nations,
through the Economic and Social Council, an annual report on its activities.
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PartV

Article 46.  Nothing in the present Covenant shall be interpreted as impairing the
provisions of the Charter of the United Nations and of the constitutions of the specialized
agencies which define the respective responsibilities of the various organs of the United
Nations and of the specialized agencies in regard to the matters dealt with in the present
Covenant.

Article 47.  Nothing in the present Covenant shall be interpreted as impairing the inherent
right of all peoples to enjoy and utilize fully and freely their natural wealth and resources.

Part VI

Article 48. (1) The present Covenant is open for signature by any State Member of the
United Nations or member of any of its specialized agencies, by any State Party to the
Statute of the International Court of Justice, and by any other State which has been invited
by the General Assembly of the United Nations to become a party to the present Covenant.

(2) The present Covenant is subject to ratification. Instruments of ratificaMon
shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

(3) The present Covenant shall be open to accession by any State referred to
in paragraph 1 of this article.

(4) Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

(5) The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States which
have signed this Covenant or acceded to it of the deposit of each instrument of ratification
or accession.

Article 49.  (1)The present Covenant shall enter into force three months after the date of
the deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the thirty-fifth instrument
of ratification or instrument of accession.

(2) For each State ratifying the present Covenant or acceding to it after the
deposit of the thirty-fifth instrument of ratification or instrument of accession, the present
Covenant shall enter into force three months after the date of the deposit of its own
instrument of ratification or instrument of accession.

Article S0.  The provisions of the present Covenant shall extend to all parts of federal
States without any limitations or exceptions.
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APPENDIX 5D

THE CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS
OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN (CEDAW), 1981

The States Parties to the present Covenant,

Noting that the Charter of the United Nations reaffirms faith in fundamental human
rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights of men and
women,

Noting that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirms the principle of the
inadmissibility of discnmination and proclaims that all human beings are born free and equal
in dignity and rights and that everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth
therein, without distinction of any kind, including distinction based on sex,

Noting that the States Parties to the International Covenants on Human Rights have
the obligation to ensure the equal right of men and women to enjoy all economic social
cultural civil and political rights,

Considering the international conventions concluded under the auspices of the United
Nations and the specialized agencies promoting equality of rights of men and women,

Noting also the resolutions, declarations and recommendations adopted by the United
Nations and the specialized agencies promoting equality of rights of men and women,

Concerned, however, that despite these various instruments extensive discrimination
against women continues to exist,

Recalling that discrimination against women violates the principles of equality of
rights and respect for human dignity, is an obstacle to the participation of women, on equal
terms with men, in the political, social, economic and cultural life of their countries, hampers
the growth of the prosperity of society and the family and makes more difficuit the full
development of the potentialities of women in the service of their countries and of humanity,

Concerned that in situations of poverty women have the least access to food, health,
education, training and opportunities for employment and other needs,
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Convinced that the establishment of the new international economic order based on
equity and justice will contribute significantly towards the promotion of equality between
men and women,

Emphasizing that the eradication of apartheid, of all forms of racism, racial
discrimination, colonialism, neo-colonialism, aggression, foreign occupation and domination
and interference in the internal affairs of States is essential to the full enjoyment of the rights
of men and women,

Affirming that the strengthening of interational peace and security, relaxation of
international tension, mutual co-operation among all States irrespective of their social and
economic systems, general and complete disarmament, and in particular nuclear disarmament
under strict and effective international control, the affirmation of the principles of justice,
equality and mutual benefit in relations among countries and the realization of the right of
peoples under alien and colonial domination and foreign occupation to self-determination
and independence, as well as respect for national sovereignty and territorial integrity, will
promote social progress and development and as a consequence will contribute to the
attainment of full equality between men and women,

Convinced that the full and complete development of a country, the welfare of the
world and the cause of peace require the maximum participation of women on equal terms
with men in all fields,

Bearing in mind the great contribution of women to the welfare of the family and to
the development of society, so far not fully recognized, the social significance of maternity
and the role of both parents in the family and in the upbringing of children, and aware that
the role of women in procreation should not be a basis for discrimination but that the
upbringing of children requires a sharing of responsibility between men and women and
society as a whole,

Aware that a change in the traditional role of men as well as the role of women in
society and in the family is needed to achieve full equality between men and women,

Determined to implement the principles set forth in the Declaration on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women and, for that purpose, to adopt the measures

required for the elimination of such discrimination in all its forms and manifestations,

Have agreed on the following:
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Partl

Article 1. For the purposes of the present Convention the term “discrimination against
women” shall mean any distinction, exclusion or restriction made on the basis of sex which
has the effect or purpose of impairing or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise
by women, irrespective of their marital status, on a basis of equality of men and women of
human rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural, civil or
any other field.

Article 2. States Parties condemn discrimination against women in all its forms, agree
to pursue by all appropriate means and without delay a policy of eliminating discrimination
against women and, to this end, undertake:

(a) To embody the principle of the equality of men and women in their national constitutions
or other appropriate legislation if not yet incorporated therein and to ensure, through law and
other appropriate means the practical realization of this principle;

(b) To adopt appropriate legislative and other measures, including sanctions where
appropriate, prohibiting all discrimination against women;

(c) To establish legal protection of the rights of women on an equal basis with men and to
ensure through competent national tribunals and other public institutions the effective
protection of women against any act of discrimination;

(d) To refrain from engaging in any act or practice of discrimination against women and to
ensure that public authorities and institutions shall act in conformity with this obligation;

(e) To take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women by any
person, organization or enterprise;

(f) To take all appropriate measures, including legislation, to modify or abolish existing laws,
regulations, customs and practices which constitute discrimination against women;

(g) To repeal all national penal provisions which constitute discrimination against women.

Article 3. States Parties shall take in all fields, in particular in the political, social,
economic and cultural fields, all appropriate measures, including legislation, to ensure the
full development and advancement of women, for the purpose of guaranteeing them the
exercise and enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms on a basis of equality
with men.
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Article 4. (1) Adoption by States Parties of temporary special measures aimed at
accelerating de facto equality between men and women shall not be considered
discrimination as defined in the present Convention, but shall in no way entail as a
consequence the maintenance of unequal or separate standards; these measures shall be
discontinued when the objectives of equality of opportunity and treatment have been
achieved.

(2) Adoption by States Parties of special measures, including those measures
contained in the present Convention, aimed at protecting matemnity shall not be considered
discriminatory.

Article S. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures

(a) To modify the social and cultural pattems of conduct of men and women, with a view to
achieving the elimination of prejudices and customary and all other practices which are based
on the idea of the inferiority or superiority of either of the sexes or on stereotyped roles for
men and women;

(b) To ensure that family education includes a proper understanding of maternity as a social
function and the recognition of the common responsibility of men and women in the
upbringing and development of their children, it being understood that the interest of the
children is the primordial consideration in all cases.

Article 6. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures, including legislation, to
suppress all forms of traffic in women and exploitation of prostitution of women.

Part II
Article 7. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination
against women in the political and public life of the country and, in particular, shall ensure

to women, on equal terms with men, the right:

(a) To vote in all elections and public referenda and to be eligible for election to all publicly
elected bodies;

(b) To participate in the formulation of government policy and the implementation thereof
and to hold public office and perform all public functions at all levels of government;

(c) To participate in non-governmental organizations and associations concerned with the
public and political life of the country.
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Article 8. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure to women, on
equal terms with men and without any discrimination, the opportunity to represent their
Governments at the international level and to participate in the work of international
organizations.

Article 9. (1) States Parties shall grant women equal rights with men to acquire, change
or retain their nationality. They shall ensure in particular that neither manage to an alien nor
change of nationality by the husband during marriage shall automatically change the
nationality of the wife, render her stateless or force upon her the nationality of the husband.

(2) States Parties shall grant women equal rights with men with respect to the
nationality of their children.

Part 111

Article 10.  States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination
against women in order to ensure to them equal rights with men in the field of education and
in particular to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women;

(a) The same conditions for career and vocational guidance, for access to studies and for the
achievement of diplomas in educational establishments of all categories in rural as well as
in urban areas; this equality shall be ensured in pre-school, general, technical, professional
and higher technical education, as well as in all types of vocational training;

(b) Access to the same curricula, the same examinations, teaching staff with qualifications
of the same standard and school premises and equipment of the same quality;

(c) The elimination of any stereotyped concept of the roles of men and women at all levels
and in all forms of education by encouraging coeducasion and other types of education which
will help to achieve this aim and, in particular, by the revision of textbooks and school
programs and the adaptation of teaching methods;

(d) The same opportunities to benefit from scholarships and other study grants;
(e) The same opportunities for access to programs of continuing education, including adult
and functional literacy programs, particularly those aimed at reducing, at the earliest possible

time, any gap in education existing between men and women;

(f) The reduction of female student drop-out rates and the organization of programs for girls
women who have left school prematurely;
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(g) The same opportunities to participate actively in sports and physical education;

(h) Access to specific educational information to help to ensure the health and well-being of
families, including information and advice on family planning.

Article 11. (1) States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate
discrimination against women in the field of employment in order to ensure, on a basis of
equality of men and women, the same rights, in particular:

(a) The right to work as an inalienable right of all human beings;\

(b) The right to the same employment opportunities, including the application of the same
criteria for selection in matters of employment;

(c) The right to free choice of profession and employment, the right to promotion, job
security and all benefits and conditions of service and the right to receive vocational training
and retraining, including apprenticeships, advanced vocational training and recurrent
training;

(d) The right to equal remuneration, including benefits, ant to equal treatment in respect of
work of equal value, as well as equality of treatment in the evaluation of the quality of work;

(e) The right to social security, particularly in cases of retirement, unemployment, sickness,
invalidity and old age and other incapacity to work, as well as the right to paid leave;

(f) The right to protection of health and to safety in working conditions, including the
safeguarding of the function of reproduction.

(2) In order to prevent discrimination against women on the grounds of
marriage or maternity and to ensure their effective right to work, States Parties shall take
appropriate measures:

(a) To prohibit, subject to the imposition of sanctions, discrimination on the grounds of
pregnancy or of matemity leave and discrimination in dismissals on the basis of marital

status;

(b) To introduce matemnity leave with pay or with comparable social benefits without loss
of former employment, seniority or social allowances;
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(c) To encourage the provision of the necessary supporting social services to enable parents
to combine family obligations with work responsibilities and participation in public life, in
particular through promoting the establishment and development of a network of child-care
facilities;

(d) To provide special protection to women during pregnancy in types of work proved to be
harmful to them.

(3) Protective legislation relating to matters covered in this article shall be
reviewed periodically in the light of scientific and technological knowledge and shall be
revised, repealed or extended as necessary.

Article 12. (1) States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate
discrimination against women in the field of health care in order to ensure, on a basis of
equality of men and women, access to health care services, including those related to family
planning.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1 of this article, States
Parties shall ensure to women appropriate services in connection with pregnancy,
confinement and the post-natal period, granting free services where necessary, as well as
adequate nutrition during pregnancy and lactation.

Article 13.  States Parties shall tale all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination
against women in other areas of economic and social life in order to ensure, on a basis of
equality of men and women, the same rights, in particular:

(a) The right to family benefits;
(b) The right to bank loans, mortgages and other forms of financial credit;
(c) The right to participate in recreational activities, sports and all aspects of cultural life.

Article 14. (1) States Parties shall take into account the particular problems faced by rural
women and the significant roles which rural women play in the economic survival of their
families, including their work in the non-monetized sector of the economy, and shall take all
appropriate measures to ensure the application of the provisions of this Convention to
women in rural areas.

(2) State Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate
discrimination against women in rural areas in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men
and women, that they participate in and benefit from rural development and, in particular,
shall ensure to such women the right:
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(a) To participate in the elaboration and implementation of development planning at all
levels;

(b) To have access to adequate health care facilities, including information, counselling and
services in family planning;

(c) To benefit directly from social security programs;

(d) To obtain all types of training and education, formal and non-formal, including that
relating to functional literacy, as well as, infer alia, the benefit of all community and
extension services, in order to increase their technical proficiency;

(e) To organize self-help groups and co-operatives in order to obtain equal access to
economic opportunities through employment or self-employment;

(f) To participate in all community activities;

(g) To have access to agricultural credit and loans, marketing facilities, appropriate
technology and equal treatment in land and agrarian reform as well as in land resettlement
schemes;

(h) To enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in relation to housing, sanitation,
electricity and water supply, transport and communications.

Part IV

Article 15. (1) States Parties shall accord to women equality with men before the law.

(2) State Parties shall accord to women, in civil matters, a legal capacity
identical to that of men and the same opportunities to exercise that capacity. In particular,
they shall give women equal rights to conclude contracts and to administer property and shall
treat them equally in all stages of procedure in courts and tribunals.

(3) States Parties agree that all contracts and all other private instruments of
any kind with a legal affect which is directed at restricting the legal capacity of women shall
be deemed null and void.

(4) States Parties shall accord to men and women the same rights with regard
to the law relating to the movement of persons and the freedom to choose their residence and
domicile.

Article 16. (1) States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate
discrimination against women in all matters relating to marriage and family relations and in
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particular shall ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women:
(a) The same right to enter into marriage;

(b) The same right freely to choose a spouse and to enter into marriage only with their free
and full consent;

(c) The same rights and responsibilities during marriage and at its dissolution;

(d) The same rights and responsibilities as parents, irrespective of their marital status, in
matters relating to their children; in all cases the interests of the children shall be paramount;

(e) The same rights to decide freely and responsibly on the number and spacing of their
children and to have access to the information, education and means to enable them to
exercise these rights;

(f) The same rights and responsibilities with regard to guardianship, wardship, trusteeship
and adoption of children, or similar institutions where these concepts exist in national
legislation; in all eases the interests of the children shall be paramount;

(g) The same personal rights as husband and wife, including the right to choose a family
name, a profession and an occupation;

(h) The same rights for both spouses in respect of the ownership, acquisition, management,
administration, enjoyment and disposition of property, whether free of charge or for a
valuable consideration.

(2) The betrothal and the marriage of a child shall have no legal effect, and
all necessary action, including legislation, shall be taken to specify a minimum age for
marriage and to make the registration of marriages in an official registry compulsory.

PartV

Article 17. (1) For the purpose of considering the progress made in the implementation
of the present Convention, there shall be established a Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women (hereinafter referred to as the Committee) consisting, at the
time of entry into force of the Convention, of eighteen and, after ratification of or accession
to the Convention by the thirty-fifth State Party, of twenty-three experts of high moral
standing and competence in the field covered by the Convention. The experts shall be elected
by States Parties from among their nationals and shall serve in their personal capacity,
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consideration being given to equitable geographical distribution and to the representation of
the different forms of civilization as well as the principal legal systems.

(2) The members of the Committee shall be elected by secret ballot from a list
of persons nominated by States Parties. Each State Party may nominate one person from
among its own nationals.

(3) The initial election shall be held six months after the date of the entry into
force of the present Convention. At least three months before the date of each election the
Secretary-General of the United Nations shall address a letter to the States Parties inviting
them to submit their nominations within two months. The Secretary-General shall prepare
a list in alphabetical order of all persons thus nominated, indicating the States Parties which
have nominated them, and shall submit it to the States Parties.

(4) Elections of the members of the Committee shall be held at a meeting of
States Parties convened by the Secretary-General at United Nations Headquarters. At that
meeting, for which two thirds of the States Parties shall constitute a quorum, the persons
elected to the Committee shall be those nominees who obtain the largest number of votes and
an absolute majority of the votes of the representatives of States Parties present and voting.

(5) The members of the Committee shall be elected for a term of four years.
However, the terms of nine of the members elected at the first election shall expire at the end
of two years; immediately after the first election the names of these nine members shall be
chosen by lot by the Chairman of the Committee.

(6) The election of the five additional members of the Committee shall be
held in accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of this article, following the
thirty-fifth ratification or accession. The terms of two of the additional members elected on
this occasion shall expire at the end of two years, the names of these two members having
been chosen by lot by the Chairman of the Committee.

(7) For the filling of casual vacancies, the State Party whose expert has ceased
to function as a member of the Committee shall appoint another expert from among its
nationals, subject to the approval of the Committee.

(8) The members of the Committee shall with the approval of the General
Assembly, receive emoluments from United Nations resources on such terms and conditions
as the Assembly may decide, having regard to the importance of the Committee's
responsibilities.

(9) The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall provide the necessary
staff and facilities for the effective performance of the functions of the Committee under the
present Convention.

Article 18. (1) States Parties undertake to submit to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, for consideration by the Committee, a report on the legislative, judicial,
administrative or other measures which they have adopted to give effect to the provisions of
the present Convention and on the progress made in this respect:
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(a) Within one year after the entry into force for the State concerned; and
(b) Thereafter at least every four years and further whenever the Committee so requests.

(2) Reports may indicate factors and difficulties affecting the degree of
fulfillment of obligations under the present Convention.

Article 19. (1) The Committee shall adopt its own rules of procedure.
(2) The Committee shall elect its officers for a term of two years.

Article 20. (1) The Committee shall normally meet for a period of not more than two weeks
annually in order to consider the report submitted in accordance with article 18 of the present
Convention.

(2) The meetings of the Committee shall normally be hid at United Nations
Headquarters or at any other convenient place as determined by the Committee.

Article 21. (1) The Committee shall, through the Economic and Social Council, report
annually to the General Assembly of the United Nations on its activities and may makes
suggestions and general recommendations based on the examination of reports and
information received from the States Parties. Such suggestions and general recommendations
shall be included in the report of the Committee together with comments, if any, from States
Parties.

(2) The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit the reports of
the Committee to the Commission on the Status of Women for its information.

Article 22. The specialized agencies shall be entitled to be represented at the
consideration of the implementation of such provisions of the present Convention as fall
within the scope of their activities. The Committee may invite the specialized agencies to
submit reports on the implementation of the Convention in area falling within the scope of
their activities.

Part VI

Article 23.  Nothing in the present Convention shall affect any provisions that are more
conducive to the achievement of equality between men and women which may be contained:

(a) In the legislation of a State Party; or

(b) In any other international convention, treaty or agreement in force for that State.
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Article24.  States Parties undertake to adopt all necessary measures at the national level
aimed at achieving the full realization of the rights recognized in the present Convention.

Article 25. (1) The present Convention shall be open for signature by all States.
(2) The Secretary-General of the United Nations is designated as the
depositary of the present Convention.

(3) The present Convention is subject to ratification. Instruments of
ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

(4) The present Convention shall be open to accession by all States. Accession
shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession with the Secretary-General of
the United Nations.

Article 26. (1) A request for the revision of the present Convention may be made at any
time by any State Party by means of a notification in writing addressed to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

(2) The General Assembly of the United Nations shall decide upon the steps,
if any, to be taken in respect of such a request.

Article 27. (1) The present Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the
date of deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the twentieth instrument
of ratification or accession.

(2) For each State ratifying the present Convention or acceding to it after the
deposit of the twentieth instrument of ratification or accession, the Convention shall enter
into force on the thirtieth day after the date of the deposit of its own instrument of ratification
or accession.

Article 28. (1) The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall receive and circulate
to all States the text of reservations made by States at the time of ratification or accession.
(2) A reservation incompatible with the object and purpose of the present
Convention shall not be permitted.
(3) Reservations may be withdrawn at any time by notification to this effect
addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall then inform all States
thereof. Such notification shall take effect on the date on which it is received.

Article29. (1) Any dispute between two or more States Parties concerning the
interpretation or application of the present Convention which is not settled by negotiation
shall, at the request of one of them. be submitted to arbitration. If within six months from the
date of the request for arbitration the parties are unable to agree on the organization of the
arbitration, any one of those parties may refer the dispute to the International Court of Justice

133



by request in conformity with the Statute of the Court.

(2) Each State Party may at the time of signature or ratification of the present
Convention or accession thereto declare that it does not consider itself bound by paragraph
1 of this article. The other States Parties shall not be bound by that paragraph with respect
to any State Party which has made such a reservation.

(3) Any State Party which has made a reservation in accordance with
paragraph 2 of this article may at any time withdraw that reservation by notification to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 30. The present Convention, the Arabic, Chinese, English French, Russian and
Spanish texts of which are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General
of the United Nations.
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Claiming Our Rights seeks to bridge the gap between the theory and practice of human rights in
imaginative and effective ways by translating the abstraction of international norms into easily
accessible images and lived experiences of daily life in Islamic communities. The Manual
provides the necessary conceptual and practical resources for human rights activists to confront
the claims of cultural and contextual relativism, without attempting to evade or simplify the
difficult issues raised by challenges to the universality of human rights, and the rights of women
in particular, in Islamic societies. Claiming Our Rights is also an effective tool for political
mobilization and constituency building in support for the human rights of Muslim women.
—Abdullahi An- Na'im, Emory University School of Law

It is one thing to have rights. It is another thing to claim rights. This human rights education
manual is a “do-it-yourself” project involving all Muslim women— privileged and less
privileged— in an activist enterprise. The human rights education set out in the manual with its
exercises built on everyday situations and contexts is both a demonstration and enactment of
rights within the thick mesh of family, society, and state, and of culture and religion. Enjoying
human rights is a process. The process is both simple and complicated, available and elusive. A
human rights education manual like Claiming Our Rights is the right/s tool.

—Margot Badran, Visiting Professor, University of Chicago

[ hope that [Claiming Our Rights] will set a standard and encourage women in other cultures to
create the materials they need to educate in their own communities. You have addressed women
who share a common faith but not necessarily the same culture, and your book also gives clear
permission to adapt to circumstances. I think unless women can claim “ownership” of this
material, it will belong to the “experts” or some imagined “others”. Claiming Our Rights
provides women with the means to express their own opinions and validates each woman’s
personal experience without trying to impose a “correct position.”

—Nancy Flowers, Amnesty International, USA Curriculum Coordinator

This is a pedagogical breakthrough.
—Fatima Mernissi, author of Islam and Democracy and Women's Rebellion &
Islamic Memory

This personal, practical, consciousness-raising approach is the most powerful. [Claiming Our
Rights] is very valuable.
—Gloria Steinem, founder of Ms. magazine
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