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Green Card Needs:

1. Support for the Immigration legislation coming
up hefore Congreses shortly. The legislation
will extend the "Special Immigrant Religious
Worker," Sec. 101(a)(27)(c)(ii). This legis-
lation will provide the visa numhers needed
to adjust the applications of over 100 of our
Sisters for whom there are no visa numhers at
this time. The legislation will also allow
Religious Workers to continue to apply for
permanent residence status for three more years.

2. BApproval of change of status applications at
the Regional Service Centers rather thain for-
warding them to cdistrict office: for the
Sisters to he interviewed. The purposes of
the interview are taken care of in the zapplica-
tion process itself, as the Missionaries of
Charity are the petitioning agency ancd the
Society stands for each Sister for whom we
make application.

3. Green cards issued in the Sister's pzassport
name and with the passport nirth cdate where
more than one birth date is on recerd for a
Sister.
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Sister Priscilla told me that they had not told Mother that I
would not be able to attend, hoping that I would have regained
enough strength to visit the Mother House. 1In any case,
Mother called me the second that the Ambassador and his party
left to tell me that (A) they had come and gone, and (B) to
read me the President’s letter over the phone. The next time
that I saw her at the Mother House, she had one of the sisters
bring the President’s letter (which we had put into a frame)
and she read it out loud for me. When she finished, she said
that this was the last letter she would get from the
President. I asked her why she said that and she answered
"because I feel it is so."

It is true that we never see people we care about as much
as we should and I am lucky that I was able to see her as
frequently as I did. She always mentioned her love of the
American people, the help she got from the U.3., and the
pleasure she took visiting the U.S. As I mentioned to you,
she always reminded me that she had met the First Lady, it
seemed a very natural thing for her to say.

I went to see Sisters Nirmala and Priscilla on Septem-
ber 18. The atmosphere at the Mother House was serene and
peaceful. They both expressed their gratitude for Mrs.
Clinton’s visit to Shishu Bhavan and the Mother House, and
added that Mrs. Clinton had told them that she would like to
return to visit the other sites in Calcutta as well. By the
way, I do not know if you and the First Lady had a chance to
go into the chapel on the second floor where the sisters
usually pray and have Mass. They now have a scupture (crafted
by a Spanish artist) of Mother Teresa seated in prayer on the
floor on the spot where she usually prayed. It is so
life-like that Sister Priscilla admitted to almost jumping out
of her skin a couple of times when she passed the chapel.

I shall close here. I am happy to be able to share these
stories with you and the First Lady. I will be sending
separately copies of Sunday, September 14’s newspapers and the
order of the Mass books which you may want as keepsakes.

With warmest regards,
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Q. Who are the Missionaries of Charity?

A, The Missionaries of Charity is a world-wide religious
Order of women. Their goal is to provide free sexvices to the
poor. Mother Teresa is the Superior General and President of the
Missionaries of Charity. Sister M. Sylvia i1s the regional Superior
and Vice-President\Treasurer of the Missionaries of Charity’'s
headguarters in the United States, which 13 located in New York.
Sister M. Dominga is the regional Secretary. The Missionaries of
Charity have been active in the United States since the early
1970'9.

3 Are the Missionaries of Charity a new presence in the
District of Columbia?

A. No. The Missionaries of Charity have been actively
involved in the District of Columbia, providing charitable services
to the community for almost fifteen years. In 1981, the
Missionaries of Charity began operating a soup kitchen on Wheeler
Road, S.E. A few years later, the facility on Wheeler Road was
expanded to include a home for pregnant mothers. Approximately
eight years ago, the Missionaries of Charity established a home for
men and women who are infected with the AIDS virus as well as
homeless men and women.

Q. What is the purpose of the Missionaries of Charity house
located at S649 Western Avenue?

A. The purpogse of the house is to provide a loving and
nurturing home for a limited number of babies to reside temporarily
prior to being placed with either adoptive or foster families.

Q. Will the Missionaries of Charity be operating an adoption
(child placement) agency?

A. No. The Missionaries of Charity will not operate a child
placing agency, but will work in conjunction with other agencies,
including Catholic Charities, to place children for adoption.

Q. By what process will the children be adopted or placed
with foster families?

A. The Missionaries of Charity will work in conjunction with
the District of Columbia government to place children with foster
families. They will also work with adoption agencies, such as
Catholic Charities, to place the children for adoption.

Q. What will be the age of the children who will live in the
house?

A. The children will be between zero to three years of age.
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Q. Who else will live in the house?

A. Saveral Sisters from the Missionarles of Charicy will
live in the house and will care for the children.

Q. What i3 the maximum number of children who will reside in
the house?

a. The house will have a maximum of 8 children residing in
re.l

Q. How will the home be different from an orphanage-type
ingtitution?

A. The Missionaries of Charity house is will provide a
temporary home for a very limited number of young children. There
will likely be as many, or more, caretakers for each child as there
are children, providing individual attention to each child. Also,
on some occagsions, mothers may reside in the home with their
newborn children.

Q. I3 this a home for children infected with the AIDS virus,
or other sick children?

A. The Missionaries of Charity house is not intended to
provide permanent shelter for children either sick or well. The
house will not have any resident medical staff. The purpose of the
Missionaries of Charity’s house is to provide children with
temporary housing pending the placement of the children in either
foster or adoptive families.

Q. How will children be referred to the house? Where will
the children come from?

A. The Sisters of the Missionaries of Charity will educate
the District of Columbia commurnity about the exigtence of the home
80 that pregnant women who want to relinquish their children for
adoption will be aware of the temporary 1living arrangements
provided by the home. These women will know that their children
will have a safe and welcome place to live pending the adoptive
placement.

Hospitals in which children have been abandoned may refer the
children to the home and the District of Columbia government may
also refer children.

Q. Will the citizens and taxpayers of the District of
Columbia be responsible for funding or operating this home?

A. No. The home will operate purely on a private basis.
The Missionaries of Charity will not seek any funds from the
District of Columbia.
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Catholic Outreach Steering Committee

-Confidentiat

Bill Byron, Rev.

Jesuit Community
Georgetown University
Washington, D.C. 20057
202-687-4476
202-687-8401
202-687-1700

Margaret Cafferty, PBVM
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Exec. Dir of the Leadership Conf. of Women Religious

415 Silver Spring Avenue #509
Silver Spring, MD 20910
301-588-4955

301-589-6150

Governor Hugh Carey ( l ‘/C,rv> .

919 18th Street, N.W.

Suite #400

Washington, D.C. 20006

202-452-6704
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Jim Castelli

10522 Reeds Landing Circle
Burke, VA 22015
703-250-3099

703-425-4896

Joe Hacala, SJ

Campaign for Human Development
1726 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

202-541-3367 (w)

202-265-4434 (h)

Carmela Lacayo

Pres. National Assoc. for Hispanic Elderly
3325 Wilshire Boulevard

Suite 800

Los Angeles, CA 90010

213-487-1922

213-385-3014 (fax)
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BCYHILLARY-FOSTERCARE
Hi%lary Clinton calls for foster care system change

LOS ANGELES, (Reuter) - First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton Wednesday
called for a major overhaul of the nation's foster care system to help
thousands of children stuck in it.

““We must reform our foster care system so that it truly becomes a
temporary refuge for children who can be returned to home, some other family
member or other adult the child knows who would be a responsible caretaker,''
she said.

“"0Or we must move our system more efficiently to make the very difficult
decision to terminate parental rights and free these children for adoption,''
said "Clinton, drawing applause from an audience of 1,500 at the Children's
Institute International's National Forum on Children and Violence.

" “There are tens of thousands of children caught in our foster care
system. Many of the nearly 500,000 children in America who are in foster care,
are not going home.

" “"There is no home for them to return to, there are no responsible adults
who will be there to take care of them,'' she said.

She said Americans must recognize that crime and violence, drug abusing
and harmful family situations were not going to be remedied under the best of
circumstances and with the greatest of efforts in time to make a difference
for many children's lives.

Clinton said she learned of the system's inadequacies by working with
Mother Theresa in setting up a small home in Washinton, D.C. to receive babies
and mothers who wished to give up their infants for adoption.

“TIt took eight years. There are hundreds if not thousands of children at
risk in the nation's capital and we could not cut through the red tape.

" "The regulations were more concerned with how many cribs were in the
room and the height of the sink than with what was happening to these children
who did not have any safe haven,'' she said.

Clinton said these institutions' requlations need to embrace more common
sense and that some of the energy spent on issues such as abortion, would be
better spent in some measure on worrying about making adoptions easier.

Earlier Wednesday, the Children's Institute International, a Los
Angeles-based private, non-profit organization that treats child abuse and
neglect, released a poll that said nearly half of America's teen-agers,
whether living in inner cities, suburbs or rural areas, believe that their
schools were becoming more violent all the time.

The survey of 904 randomly selected teens showed that one in 10 were
afraid of being shot or hurt by other teens who carry weapons to school.

“"If we cannot keep our children safe in school, we cannot expect them to
learn, and that should be our first priority,'' Clinton said of the survey.

She said taking guns off the streets and recreating a united front of
adult authority were methods that would help prevent violence among the
nation's youth.
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Q. Who are the Missionaries of Charity?

A. The Miesionaries of Charity is a world-wide religjous
Order of women. Their goal is to provide free sexvices to the
poor. Mother Teresa is the Superior General and President of the
Migsionaries of Charity. Sister M. Sylvia is the regional Superior
and Vice-President\Treasurer of the Missionaries of Charity’'s
headquarters in the DOnited States, which is located in New York.
Sister M. Dominga is the regional Secretary. The Migsionaries of
Cl;agity have been active in the United States since the early
1970’s.

Q. Are the Missionaries of Charity a new presence in the
District of Columbia?

A. No. The Missionaries of Charity have been actively
involved in the District of Columbia, providing charitable services
to the community for almost fifteen years. In 1981, the
Missionaries of Charity began operating a soup kitchen on Wheeler
Road, S.E. A few years later, the facility on Wheeler Road was
expanded to include a home for pregnant mothers. Approximately
eight years ago, the Missionaries of Charity established a home for
men and women who are infected with the AIDS virus as well as
homeless men and women.

Q. What is the purpose of the Missionaries of Charity house
located at 5649 Western Avenue?

A. The purpose of the house is to provide a loving and
nurturing home for a limited number of babies to reside temporarily
prior to being placed with either adoptive or foster families.

Q. Will-the Missionaries of Charity be operating an adoption
(child placement) agency?

A, No. The Migsionaries of Charity will not operate a child
placing agency, but will work in conjunction with other agencies,
including Catholic Charities, to place children for adoption.

Q. By what process will the children be adopted or placed
with foster families?

A The Missionaries of Charity will work in conjunction with
the District of Columbia governmment to place children with foster
families. They will also work with adoption agencies, such as
Catholic Charities, to place the children for adoption.

Q. What will be the age of the children who will live in the
house?

A. The children will be between zero to three years of age.
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o F Who elgse will live in the house?

A. Several Sisters from the Missionaries of Charity will
live in the house and will care for the children.

Q. What is the maximum number of children who will resida in
the house?

] A. The house will have a maximum of 8 children residing in
it.

Q. How will the home be different from an orphanage-type
ingtitution?

A. The Missionaries of Charity house 1is will provide a
temporary home for a very limited number of young children. There
will likely be as many, or more, caretakars for each child as there
are children, providing individual attention to each child. Also,
on some occasions, mothers may reside in the home with their
newborn children.

Q. IS this a home for children infected with the AIDS virus,
or other sick children?

A. The Missionaries of Charity house is not intended to
provide permanent shelter for children either sick or well. The
house will not have any resident medical staff. The purpose of the
Missionaries of Charity‘’s house is to provide children with
temporary housing pending the placement of the children in either
foster or adoptive families.

Q. How \;111 children be referred to the house? Where will
the children coma from?

A. The Sisters of the Misgionaries of Charity will educate
the District of Columbia commurnity about the exigtence of the home
80 that pregnant women who want to relinquish their children for
adoption will be aware of the temporary living arrangements
provided by the home. These women will know that their children
will have a safe and welcome place to live pending the adoptive
placement.

Hospitals in which children have been abandoned may refer the
children to the home and the District of Columbia government may
also refer children.

Q. Will the citizens and taxpayers of the District of
Columbia be responsible for funding or operating this home?

A. No. The home will operate purely on a private basis.
The Migsionaries of Charity will not seek any funds from the
District of Columbia.



To: Mrs. Clinton
From: Nicole Rabner

Re:  Update on Mother Teresa and Visa Fees

The following is a draft memo from NSC to the President about Mother Teresa and visa fees,
which you may want to mention to Mother Teresa during your private meeting with her. As
you will see from the memo, the Adminstration recommends that we pursue a legislative
exception for Mother Teresa and others coming to the United States with a purely charitable
mission, but any action will require congressional assent.
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Subject: Mother Theresa and Visa Fees

When you saw Mother Theresa last year, she complained about visa
fees that her Sisters of Charity had to pay when traveling to the
United States. These fees are based primarily on reciprocity
requirements in our Immigration and Nationality Act (though we
also impose processing charges for machine-readable visas). The
Indian Government charges fees for American religious workers
traveling to India and our law requires that we do the same.

You told Mother Theresa that you would review this matter and we
concluded that a legislative exception was the most appropriate
means to address her concern. We thus plan to include the
following amendment in a “Consular Efficiency” bill that will
shortly be introduced in Congress. Without undermining our
general reciprocity rules, it would enable us, in a narrow class
of cases, to reduce or waive visa fees for Mother Theresa’s

Sisters of Charity and others who are undertaking charitable
activities:

...Subject to such criteria as the Secretary of State may
establish, including duration of.-stay and financial burdens upon
the organization, nonimmigrant visa and application fees may be
waived or reduced for visas 1issued to persons coming to the
United States primarily for, or 1in activities related to,
eleemosynary (charitable] purposes involving health and nursing
care, the provision of food and housing, job training or similar
irect services and assistance to needy individuals in the United
.ates.

‘he First Lady will see Mother Theresa at an event in the

Washington area later this month and will inform her about our
intentions on this matter.



A promise kept
Mother Teresa to open home here
for babies awaiting adoption

By Richard Szczegarowaki
CATHOUK STANDARD
other Teresa’s Mis-
sionaries of Charity
ordes will open a

home in Nonthwes Wishington - |

for babies awaiting adoption
Alhough Cardinal James
Hickey will bless the home on
Western Avenue next week, the
residence is not expected to
open until fafl

Mother Teresa, while in
Washington last weekend as
part of a fourcity visit to the
‘fessian of perpetual vows from
15 of her sistrs; met Saturday
with Cardina) James Hickey
ad Auxiliary Bishop William
Lori; and attended Mass at St
Teresa of Avila Church in
Souatheas Washingtan,

At her mexting with Cardinal
Hickry and Bishop Lod, Mother
Toesa said that the idea of a
home for babies came about aftes
discussions last year with First
Lady Hilary Rodham Cltiton.

“Mx Climon told me she
admired what I do for childen,”
Mother Teresa said during the
meefing at St Aloysins Carch,
NE “Ttold her ‘T could do mare
if I had another house.’ She said
she would get me anather house ™

The discussion between Mrs.

Clinton and Mother Teresa took |
place afier last year's now- |

famous National Prayer Break-
fast at which the 84-year-old
mmn spoke. President and Mrs
Qlinton, Vice-President Al Gore,
Tippax Gore, and veral law-
makers listened as Mother

Teresa called abortion the “the

geaest destoyer of peace ...
because it is a war against chil-

Also at last year’s prayer
breakfast, Mother Teresa offered
to find an adoptive home for any
baby threatened by abostion.
She said that she was “willing to
accept any child who would be
abarted and give that child to a
mamied couple who will love
the child”

Calling Mother Teresa
“pligrim of lowe,” Cardindl
Hickey told the Nobel Peoce
Prize-winning nun that her

home “will fight the evil _

of abortion through the
blessing of odoption.”

The Northwes residence that
will be dedicated next week will
bouse 12 persons, four members
of the Misximaries of Qharity
and a total of eight children or
pregnant women. The home will
offer temporary residence for
women facing an unwanted
pregnancy but who do not wish
to abort their babies.

home, whose name has
not yet been announced,
was an anonymous donation to
the Missionaries of Chariry.
*This is a very good first step,”
said Msgr. Raymond East, pastor
of St. Teresa of Avila. “Maher is
Mother Yaresa, poge 7
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Mother Teresa
From poge 1

fulfilling her promise at the
prayer breakfast that she would
take every child of a mother who
is considering abortion.”

The Northwest Side Story, a
community weekly newspaper
serving the area where the
home will be located, said the
home “is not expected to gener-
ate extra noise or traffic in the
neighborhood.” More details
on the home were not available
as the Standard went to press
this week.

rs. Clinton’s support of

Mother Teresa's work
was also highlighted during the
First Lady's recent trip to Asia.
“Mrs. Clinton came to India
and was so taken by what she
saw,” Mother Teresa said. "I
was in Vietnam at the time, but

the sisters told me.”

grim of love,” Cardinal Hickey
told the Nobel Peace Prize-win-
ning nun that her home “will
fight the evil of abortion through
the blessing of adoption.”
During their nearly hourlong
meeting, Cardinal Hickey and
Mother Teresa also discussed
the nun’s desire to open a resi-
dence in mainland China
‘“Please pray that I can open a
home,” she asked the cardinal
“T heard once that within two
years after you open a home in
a (former Iron Qurtain) country,
commmmism has fallen there,”
Cardinal Hickey said, pointing
to the nun’s residences through-
out Fastern Barope. ‘T'll pray
that you open a home in China."
At a time when vocations to
religious life are in decline,
Mother Teresa said that her
order has experienced phenom-
cnal growth. “We are having a

i first-time profession in Nairobi
Calling Mother Ttresa a “pil-

for sisters from all of Africa”
she said. She added that
Missionaries of Charity novi-
tiates around the world are full,
and that Poland has S00 novices
ready to join the order.

he Missionaries of Charity

have homes in the Ukraine
and in 15 other locations
throughout the former Soviet
Union. Since the fall of com-
munism there, Mother Teresa
has maintained a comespon-
dence with farmer Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev. “BEvery
year on the Feast of St. Michael
I write to him and wish him a
happy feast day,” she noted.

In Albania, which suffered
under one of Eastern Burope'’s
harshest and most repressive
communist regimes, there are
cight residences run by the

‘Missionaries of Charity, Mother

Teresa said.

‘“We have beautiful vocations
in Albania” she said. *“We have
to have them (some candidases)
baptized and receive First
Communion before they can
join" the order.

In 1967, Albania’s commmu-
nist government declared itself
as the world’s first atheist state.
The right to practice religion
there was restored in 1990.

On Sunday, Mother Teresa
visited with her sisers in the
Anamnstia section of Washington
and attended Mass at St Teresa
of Avila Cnach In 1980, St
Teresa of Avila was the first
parish in this archdiocese in
which Mother Teresa estab-
lished a home.

She reiterated the same plea
she made Saturday at St.
Aloysie She called on those in
the chrarch to be more canaemed
for the plight of the poor and
hameless, urged families to pray
togethex, and asked for prayers

that her order be successful in
opening a home in China.

fier leaving Washington

Sunday, Mother Teresa
traveled to Charlotte, N.C., the
diocese of Bishop William G.
Curlin, a longtime friend of the
nun and a former auxiliary
bishop in Washington. Bishop
Curlin was also the. chaplain
for Gift of Peace, the
Missionary of Charity-run
home in Northeast Washington
for persons with AIDS.

When he was installed as
Bishop of Charlotte, Bishop
Cuurlin told the Standard that one
of his first actions as bishop
would be to invite Mother Teresa
to open a home in his diocese. In
Charlofte, she was expected to
give an address at the Coliseurn
arena and open a home for the
poor and destitute. After leaving
North Carolina, she was sched-
uled to visit Atlanta.
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Bess W,

God love you for the love you
give and the joy you have shared by
your visit to our Home in Delhi,
alongwith your generous and thought-
ful gift. I am so sorry not to have
been able to meet you and hope that
you will visit Calcutta soon.

The Poor are beautiful people,
they are God's gift to us - drawing
us all together to bring His Peace &
love in our world today.

S My deep gratitude to you, is my S

prayer for you.
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The truit of SILENCE is Prayer
The fruit of PRAYER is Faith
The fruit of FAITH is Love
The fruit of LOVE is Service
The fruit of SERVICE is Peace

Mother Teresa
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A prdmise kept

Mother Teresa to open home here

for babies awaiting adoption
CATHOLIC STANDARD greatest destroyer of peace ...
ses 3 because it is a war against chil-
other Teresa's Mis- | drea”
sionaries of Charity Pro-life leaders have criti-
ordes ‘will open a | cized the Clinton administration
home in Northwest Washingtom | - foc. its outspoken support of
for babies awaiting adoption. | legal abortion.
Although Cardinal James Also at last year's prayer
Hickey will bless the home on breakfast, Mother Teresa offered

Western Avenue next week, the
residence is not expected to
open until fall

Mother Teresa, while in
Washington last weekend as
part of a four<ity visit to the
fession of perpetual vows from
15 of her sisters; met Saturday
with Cardinal James Hickey
and Auxiliary Bishop William
Lori; and attended Mass at St
Teresa of Avila Church in
Southeast Washington.

At her meeting with Cardinal
Hickey and Bishop Lori, Mother
Teresa said that the idea of a
home for babies came about after
discussions last year with First
Lady Hilary Rodham Clinton.

“Mrs. Clinton told me she
admired what I do for children,”
Mother Teresa said during the
meeting at St. Aloysius Church,
N.E. “T told her ‘I could do more
if I had another house.’ She said
she would get me another house.”

The discussion between Mrs.

Clinton and Mother Teresa took |

place after last year's now-
famous National Prayer Break-
fast at which the 84-year-old
mun spoke. President and Mrs.
Clinton, Vice-President Al Gore,
Tipper Gore, and several law-
makers listened as Mother

to find an adoptive home for any
baby threatened by abortion.
She said that she was “willing to
accept any child who would be
aborted and give that child to a
married couple who will love
the child.”

Calling Mother Teresa a
#pilgrim of love,” Cardinal
Hickey told the Nobel Peace
Prize-winning nun that her

home “will fight the evil _

of abortion through the
blessing of odoption.”

The Northwest residence that
will be dedicated next week will
house 12 persons, four members
of the Missionaries of Charity
and a total of eight children or
pregnant women. The home will
offer temporary residence for
women facing an unwanted
pregnancy but who do not wish
to abort their babies.

home, whose name has
not yet been announced,
was an anonymous donation to
the Missionaries of Charity.
“This is a very good first step,”
said Msgr. Raymond East, pastor
of St. Teresa of Avila. “Mother is
Mother Teresa, poge 7

Cotlhwolig

Sondord  duee 15,1085




Mother Teresa
From poge 1

fulfilling her promisc at the
prayubmakfasmatshewomd
take every child of a mother who
is considering abortion.”

The Northwest Side Story, &
community weekly newspaper
serving the arca where the
home will be located, said the
home “is not expected to gener-
ate extra noise or traffic in the
neighborhood.” More details
on the home were not available
as the Standard went to press
this week.

rs. Clinton's support of

Mother Teresa's work
First Lady’s recent trip to Asia.
“Mrs. Clinton came to India
and was so taken by what she
saw."” Mother Teresa said. “1
was in Vietnam at the time, but

the sisters told me."”

Calling Mother Teresa a “pil-
grim of love," Cardinal Hickey
told the Nobel Peace Prize-win-
ning nun that her home “will
ﬁgllmccvilofabmimﬂ\mugh
the blessing of adoption.”

the nun’s desire to open a resi-
dence in mainland China.
“Please pray that I can open a
home,” she asked the cardinal.

“] heard once that within two
yeauaﬁeryouopenahomcm
a (former Iron Curtain) country,
communism has fallen there,”
Cardinal Hickey said, pointing
to the nun's residences through-
out Bastern Europe. ‘“T'll pray
tha!youopenahomeincmn&”

At a time when vocations to
religious life are in decline,
Mother Teresa said that her
order has experienced phenom-
enal growth. “We are having a

first-time profession in Nairobi
for sisters from all of Africa,”
she said. She added that
Missionaries of Charity novi-
tiates around the world are full,
and that Poland has 500 novices
ready to join the order.

he Missionaries of Charity
have homes in the Ukraine
and in 15 other locations
the former Soviet
Union. Since the fall of com-
munism there, Mother Teresa
has maintained a correspon-
dence with former Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev. “Every
ywmanofSt.Nﬁdmcl
I write to him and wish him a
happy feast day,” she noted.
In Albania, which suffered
under one of Eastern Europe’s
harshest and most repressive
communist regimes, there are
cight residences run by the
Missionaries of Charity, Mother
Teresa said.

15190 ot et [

“We have beautiful vocations
in Albania,” she said. ““We have
to have them (some candidates)
baptized and receive First
Communion before they can
join" the order.

In 1967, Albania’s commu-
nistgovenunemw:lned itself
as the world's first atheist state.
The right to practice religion
there was restored in 1990.

On Sunday, Mother Teresa
visited with her sisters in the
Anacostia section of Washington
and attended Mass at St. Teresa
of Avila Church. In 1980, St.

lished a home.

She reiterated the same pica
she made Saturday at St
Akydehcanedonthoaein
the church to be more concemed
for the plight of the poor and
homeless, urged families to pray
together, and asked for prayers

that her order be successful in
opa\msalmlnc\m

A fier leaving Washington
. Sunday, Mother Teresa
traveled to Charlotte, N.C., the
diocese of Bishop William G.
Curlin, a longtime friend of the
nun and a former auxiliary
bishop in Washington. Bishop
for Gift of Peace, the
Missionary of Charity-run
home in Northeast Washington

Bishop of Charlotte, Bishop
Curlin told the Standard that one
of his first actions as bishop
would be to invite Mother Teresa
toopmabamhhisdiooese.ln
Charlotte, she was expected t0
givemaddmsuthccolise\m
arena and open a home for the
poau\ddem&muvm
North Carolina, she was sched-
uled to visit Atlanta.





































WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release June 19, 1995

Remarks by First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton at
Mother Teresa’s Home for Infant Children
Washington, D.C.

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you all. Thank you very much. And I too
am so pleased that this day has come, and it has come with the
support, and caring, and love and contributions of so many
people. I want to begin by thanking His Eminence, Cardinal
Hickey, Monsignor Duffy, Sister Sylvia, Mayor Barry,
Congresswoman Norton, and all who have participated in bringing
this day to fruition. I also want again to greet and thank Mother
Teresa. We take great inspiration from your work and from your
ceaseless pursuit of what you believe in.

Earlier I was speaking with Mother and she looked at me and
said, "This is a gift of love but I’ve been told I cannot give
the gift of peace because I don’t give peace to anyone." And I
told her that one of my favorite sayings from another woman whom
I admired, Eleanor Roosevelt, when she too would be criticized
for pursuing what she believed in, she would often say, "I
consider my job to comfort the afflicted and to afflict the
comfortable." And so today we have one of those rare moments
when the afflicted and the comfortable come together on behalf of
the future.

I'm often asked what it is I would like to see happen above
all else in our country and in our world and there are so many
things to wish for, aren’t there? So many things to pray for, so
many things to work for. But certainly at the top of my answer
would be a world in which all boys and girls are loved and cared
for. First, by the families into which they are born, then into
families-- if those families are not able to take care of them,
and assume the responsibilities for raising them-- then by
extended families and by really the family of us all who more and
more we have to recognize are all interconnected. And then,
finally, by the families that those boys and girls grow up in,
whom they in turn invest with love and caring to create societies
that value every single child as a gift to be nurtured.

We know we are a long way from that even in our own country,
and some days I fear we are retreating from that vision instead
of moving toward it. But we have to continue to work to build



those kinds of conditions for every child. That is why most of
us, I believe, are here today because we do recognize our own
blessings and we do believe that each of us has a responsibility,
not only to our own children, but to all children.

When I visited the home run by the Missionaries of Charity in
New Delhi, I was struck forcefully by the love that emanated from
every corner of that building. Near it was a home that wouldn’t
pass inspection in any town in America. There were too many
cribs with too many babies too close together. I am sure there
were not enough toilets or enough space for what was being done
there, by some kind of regulatory formula, but all I knew was
that there was enormous love and care and concern being given to
those children. You can sense it when you walk into buildings
where children are cared for, can’t you? You can feel the
difference when you walk in the door of a child care center,
school, or a hospital, or a shelter where children are cared for
and you can know in the gut of your soul whether or not you would
leave your own child there.

That is the test for every single facility that we have for
any child in America. I call it the "Chelsea test." Some of you
might call it the Jane or the Jack or the Mary or the Charles
test. But that should be the test. So by that test this house
passes with flying colors. You can already sense it is a place
where not only those who come here get the care and love they
need but it will have ripple effects throughout this neighborhood
and community.

This has been about 16 months of hard work. As the Cardinal
said, I first spoke with Mother Teresa about this after the
National Prayer Breakfast and then we both agreed that each of us
could work together to help promote better conditions for our
children, that each of us could do what we believe our own
purpose sets us to doing, and that we could, by working together,
create this opportunity.

The truth is that this is just a beginning and it will grow
and have meaning in people’s lives as lives here are saved and
changed and allowed to go forward. I’m particularly pleased that
this house will serve as a place from which children will be
adopted under the responsibility of Catholic Charities, and I
would personally plead that everyone who knows of this house,
everyone who knows of other places like it, will do all that can
be done to promote adoption of the children here in our own
country. We have more than 400,000 children languishing in
foster care in America.

Many parents are discouraged from adopting because of the high
profile cases that unfortunately demonstrate that on a rare
occasion an adoptive family may not be able to keep the child
whom they have adopted. Those are rare occurences. They should

2



not be permitted to discourage Americans from adopting American
babies and children. So please use this occasion to do all that
you can to promote adoption, not only of the babies who will come
here, but of all babies and children. They all deserve homes
and families in America today.

I want to join in thanking Mayor Barry and the District
government and especially Hampton Cross, who worked miracles. It
is not easy under any circumstances to get the necessary
permission to do this and I join in the Mayor’s plea that the
example of this house will serve as an example for the rest of
the District government so that we can all begin to cut through
red tape on behalf of human needs and services for our people.

I also want to commend Catholic Charities for forming a
partnership with the Sisters on behalf of children in this
district and I want to thank the lawyers who worked so hard
donating their time. Many more hours than they ever thought when
they agreed to do this to bring about all of the necessary
changes that were required. I particularly want to thank Marna
Tucker and Debbie Pollock for your countless hours of help on
behalf of this effort. And I also want to say a personal word of
thanks to Melanne Verveer on my staff for helping to coordinate
this effort.

Let me end by saying that this home will be an extraordinary
place for the children and mothers who come here I know that it
will serve as an example of what all of us can do if we’re
willing to work on behalf of one another and particularly on
behalf of our children. I want to thank Mother Teresa for this
gift of love and for the work that she and the Sisters are doing
throughout our community here in America and around the world.

It is my hope that all of us will think in our own ways about
what else each of us can do to ease the passage, to help soothe
the troubles of people around us. There is so much need and as
we rethink what government’s responsibility is let’s remember we
are our government. In a democracy, there is no "us" and "them"
and if we say we want government to do things other than what it
has been doing in providing direct services to people, then we
have to govern ourselves in such a way that we make up the
difference. Otherwise we will live to see a society in which our
dreams for all of our children, instead of becoming closer to a
reality, recedes further and further away and that on this day is
something none of us should want to see happen. Thank you all
for being part of this.

t#s






Mother Teresa

From page 1

fulfilling her promisc at the
prayer breakfas that she would
take cvery child of a mother who
is considering abortion.”

The Norvswest Side Story, a
umrmity weekly ncwspaper
serving the area where the
home will be located, said the
home “is not expected to gener-
ate extra noise or traffic in the
neighburhood ™ More details
on the home were not avxilable
8 the Standard went to press
this week

. Clinton’s sgpport of
Mother Teresa's work
was also highlighted during the
First Lady's recent trip to Asia.
“Mrs. Clinton came to India
and was 50 taken by what ghe

saw,” Mother Teresa enid “T |

was in Victnam at the time, but

the gisters ¢old me
Mother Texesa a *pil-

grim of love,” Cardinal Hickry |

told the Nobel Peace Prize-win-
ning mun that her home *‘will
fight the evil of abartian through
the blesxing of adoption ”
During their nearty hourlong
meeting, Cardinal Hickey and
Mother Teresa also discuxsed
the nun’s dexsire to open a resi-
dence in mainland China
“Please pray that I can open a
home.” she asked the cardinal
*“T heard once that within two
years after you open a home in
A (former Fron Curtain) country,
axnmamism has fallen there”
Cardinal Hickry ‘said, pointing
to the nun's residences through-
out Fastem Earope. “T'Il pray
that you open a home in China ™
At @ time when vocations to
religious life are in decline,
Mother Teresa said that her
order has axperienced phenom-
cnal growth. “We are having a

first-time profession in Nairodi
for sigers fom all of Africa”
she said. She added tha
Missionsries of Charity novi-
tiates around the world are full,
and that Poland has 500 novices

ready to join the ordez

he Missionaries of Charity
have homes in the Ukraine
and in 15 other locations
troughout the famer Soviet
Union. Since the fall of com-
mmison there, Mother Teresa
has msintsined a cotrespuo-
dence with farmer Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev. “Every
year on the Feast of St. Michael
I write to him and wish him a
happy feast day,” she noted.
In Albenia, which suffered
under one of Eastern Ewope's
harshegt snd most reprexsive
cammmumist regimes, there are
cight residences run by the
‘Mixsionaries of Charity, Mother
Teresa said.
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“We have beautiful vocations
in Albania.” she said. “We have
t0 have them (some candidstes)
baptized and receive First
Camxmmian before they can
join" the order.

In 1967, Albenia’s commm-
nist govermment declared itself
as the world's first atheist state.
The right to prictice religion
there was restared in 1990,

On Sundsy, Mother Torem
visited with her gisters in the
Anacrstia sedtian of Washington
eand sttended Mass at St Torem
of Avia Cuxch. In 1980, St
Terema of Avila was the first
pmizh in this exchdiors in
which Mother Teresa estab-
lished a hame.

Sho seiexmied the ssme plea
the made Saturdny at St
Aloyzhm. She called on those in
the charch to be more. cancemed
for the plight of th: poar and
bomeckes, arged familie: to pray
! togher, and asked for prayers

that her arder be snoresaful in
opening & home in China.

fler leaving Washington
. Sunday, Mother Teresa
traveled to Chariotte, N.C., the
diocese of Bishop William G.
Curlin, a longtime friend of the
nun and a former auxiliary
bishop in Washington. Bighop
for Gift of Peace, the
Missionary of Charity-run
bome in Nartheast Washington
for parsans with AIDS.
When he was installed as
Bishop of Charlotte, Bishop
Curtin told the Standard that one
of his first actions bishop
would be to invite Mother Teresa
t0 open a hamo in his dibcese. In
Charlotte, she was expected to
give an address at the Coliscun
arena and open 2 home for the
poor and destitute. After keaving
North Carolina, she was sched-
uled 10 visit Atlanta.







Mother Teresa Home Blessing

Mayor and Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton -- 10:15-10:30 arrival at
checkpoints to be escorted to house.

Meet and Greet with key supporters outside house upon HRC
arrival:

10:00 arrival for guests at Cathleen Curtain's home
5631 Western Avenue

Marna Tucker, attorney

Debbie Pollock, attorney

Howard Lindenberg, Debbie's husband
Elsie Reid, attorney

Shep Abell, attorney

Ed Orzechowski, Catholic Charities
Mrs. Terry Orzechowski

Hampton Cross, DCRA

Phyllis Anderson, Mayor's office
Hugh Carey and grand-daughter (t)
Rev. Stuart Irvin

Rev. Arthur Sundstrom

Chris Dormant (builder)

Mimi Dormant

call Kathy Patterson, D.C. Councilwoman
Anne Renshaw












THE CREATION AND OPERATION OF A CHILD-PLACING

AGENCY IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Statute, Regulations, Agencies

30N
seq.,

29 District of Columbia Municipal Regulations § 1600 et.
Standards of Placement, Care, and Services for Child-

Placing Agencies

2t

3

D.C. Code §16-301 et. seqg., Adoption

D.C. Code §32-1001 et. seg., Placement of Children in
Family Homes

D.C. Code §32-1042 et. seg., Interstate Compact on
Placement of Children

Department of Consumer & Regulatory Affairs

Interstate Compact Unit within the Commission of Social
Services, Department of Human Services

Licensing Requirements

i

2.

Incorporation in D.C./Non-profit basis
Board of Directors-5 members
Funding

a. Sufficient funds must be available for a 12 month
period of operation

Staff

a. Minimum 3 persons: executive director, director of
social services, office staff person

b. Specific qualifications for staff members

oF: Criminal investigations and references for all
employees with direct contact with children and
clients



5 Application Requirements?

a. "Program Statements" describing the agency’s child
placing philosophy and purpose, the geographical
area it intends to serve, and the specific services
it intends to provide.

b. Letter describing incorporation and non-profit
status of agency

(of} By-laws and articles of incorporation

d- Chart showing administrative structure and staffing
of agency

e. Projected budget for upcoming year

s Policy describing relationship between fees and
services

g. Written plan for recruitment of adoptive homes
1. If serving minority children, plan for actively

recruiting homes of the same race or ethnic
background as the children
€. Required Services

1. Written case plans for each child

28 Adoptive home study services

3: Services to adoptive parents

4. Social services to birth parents and children

St Foster care

a.

Relations with foster care homes for temporary
placement of children

Foster home studies
Training for prospective foster care parents

Maintaining contact with children in foster care
homes

2

documents.

This section sets forth the principal documents to submit
in conjunction with a licensing application. "Required Attachments-
New Application," attached hereto, 1lists all of the required



D.

Additional Issues

Ly

Interstate or international placements

a. D.C. Code §32-1041, Interstate Compact on Placement
of Children

b. Interstate placement requirements of all states
involved

Fees

a. Licensed agency operating exclusively for religious

or charitable purposes may charge adoptive parents
a maximum of $5,000 for child placement services

Compliance with D.C. Code §32-1007 regarding the
severance of parental rights
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THE COOTIEE ON REGUIATIONS FOR PIACEMENT CF CHILOREN IN FAMILY RQMES
QEFARDENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

NOTICE OF FINAL RULDMAKING

The Director of the Department of Ruman Services, putsuant to authority set
cut in the Mayor's Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1986, D. C. lLaw 3-59, the
*District of Columbia Child-Placing Authority Act of 1979,° D. C. law 4-141,
the "District of Columbia Child-Placing Authority Act Amerdment Act of 1982,°
D. C. Code, section 32-1003(a) and Mayor's Order 82-205 hereby gives notice
of his intent to adopt the following new Chapter 16 of the District of
Columbia Municipal Fequlations, Title 29, entitled "Standards of Placement,
Care, and Services For Qhild-Placing Agencies,” as adopted by the Cxmittee
on Requlations for the Placement of Qiildren.

Qaxments have been received and minor revisions have bean made to the text
of the prcposed rules published an Janmr{ 26, 1990 at 37 DCR 859. Final
action to adopt these rules was taken on April 23, 1950. These final rules
will be effective upon publication of this notice in the D. C. Register.

[
29 DOMR is amended by adding the following new Chapter 16:

CHAPTER 16 STANDARDS F PLACEMENT, CARE, AND SERVICES FOR
CHILD-PLACING AGENCIES

1600 GENERAL FROVISIONS; ADMINISTRATION

1600.1 This chapter shall govern the placemnt of children under
16 years of age in family homes and the care and guidance
to be provided children and their fanilies during the
pPlacement process. ’

1€00.2 Each child-placing agency shall have a written statement of its
child placing philoscphy, purprse, and program. The statement
shall contain a description of each service the agency
provides and the methods of service delivery. The statemnt
shall be available to the Department of Consumer and Regulatory
Affairs, referral sources, and the public on request.

1600.3 Each child-placing agency shall provide a description of the
geographical area the agency serves or intands to serve with the
specific services it provides or propases to provide.

1600.4 Each child-placing agency shall have an office and staff within
the District of Columbia.

T,
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l6al

1601.1

1601.2

1602
1602.1

1602.2

1602.3
1602.4
1602.5

1603
1603.1

1603.2

1603.3

1603.4

INCORPORATION

Each child-placing agency shall be legally incorporated in the
District of Columbia and shall operate on a non-profit hasis.

Each ch.ild-placing agency shall operate according to by-laws
and articles of incorporation which state the purpnee of
the organization includes the cperation of a child-placing

.“nq. :
BOARD CF

Each child-placing agency shall have a board of directors (Board)
which shall be the governing body responsible for the cperation,
policies, and practices of the agency.

The Board shall have, as members, at least five (5) unrelated
persons, who are representatives of diverse coormmities and
experience, have knowledge of and belief in the program, and
are able to contribute to it fram their experience.

The mambers of the Board shall include past consumrs of services
of a child-placing agency. There shall be a written policy
statement providing for the rotation of Board mmxbers.

The executive director of the child-placing agency may be a
menber of the Board. The executive director shall not serve as

a presiding officer of the Board.

Meders of the Board echall be of good character as determined by
letters of reference and criminal backgraund investigatians.

FESFONSIBILITY OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTURS

The Board shall eploy a qualifisd executive director to administer
and Cperate the child-placing agency.

The Board shall regulatrly evaluate the exscutive director's
performnce.

The Board shall establish overall policy for the child-placing
agency. Written policies shall be available to each Board member,

ezployee, and consumer of the child-placing agency 's services.

The Board shall spfrove the annual badget of ant.lcipﬁtod income
and experditures necessary to provide the servicms of the child-
placing agency. The Board shall approve the ammal financial audit

report.

Ty
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1603.5 The Board gshall meet at least quarterly. A quorum shall be present
at each meeting.

1603.6 The Board shall maintain records of attendance and minutes of its
meetings. The records and minutes shall be available for
inspection by the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs.

1604 CGRGANIZATIONAL TAELE - '

1604.1 Each child-placing agency shall maintain a current organizational
table showing the administrative structure and staffing of the
agency, including the lines of authority.

1605 FONDING

1605.1 Each child-placing agency shall doument that it has sufficient
funds to meet all requirements for licensure. The child-placing
agency shall assure that sufficient funds are available for a
twelve (12) month period of operation.

1606 RECORD KEEPING

' 1606.1 Each child-placing agency shall maintain financial records of all
receipts, disbursements, assets, and liabilities in such a manner
as to facilitate adequate financial reporting and shall establish

an accounting system capable of tracking all movements of funds
and the actual expenditures for each case.

1607 ADDIT
1607.1 Each child-placing agency shall have its financial records audited
annually by an independent certified public accountant.

1608 FEES

1608.1 Each child-placing agency shall establish fees according to
regulations published in 32 ICR 4201(198S).

1608.2 The chilé-placim agency's policy shall describe the relationship
between fees and serviges provided and the conditions under which
fees are charged, waived, or refunded.

1608.3 Each child-placing agency sball amake its policy on fees available
for public irmpection.

L
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1608.4

1608.5

1609
1609.1

1610
1610.1

1610.2

1610.3

Each child-placing agency shall provide each client with a written
estimate of the cost of services to be provided, contracted

for, or arranged by the agency, prior to contracting to deliver
the services.

The child-placing agency shall not accept money or any item of
value or services fram clients or their representatives beyond
the established fees for services.in connection with placing
any child for adoption.

CFTICE SPACE

Each child-placing agency shall provide suitable space for the
following purposes:

(a) COffice and reception areas vith convenient spsce and privacy
for clients and staff;

(b) Areas for confidential interviewing with parents and
children; and

(c) Storage areas for personnel and client records that provide
controlled access, retrieval, and confidentiality.

PEFSQONEL

.

Each child-placing agency shall have written policies and
procedures on the recruitment, retention, and evaluation of
personnel.

The staff qualifications segout in this chapter shall apply
to those persons appointed to positions after the effective date
of this chapter. .

The policies and pracedures shall inclide, but not be limited
to, the following:

(@) Written job description and titles for each position

defining the qualifications, duties, and lines of
2 authority;

() A description of ‘tho hiring proadure;

(¢) A description of the terxination pracedure established
for resignation, retirement, or discharge;

(d) Salary scales and provisions for salary increases;

Ao,
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regularly scheduled meetings, and staff development;
() Procedures for annual evaluation of the performance
of each staff memder, which includes provisions for a
written evaluation of each employee within sgix (6) '
months after being spopointed and annually thereafter;
(h) A grievance procedure for employees; and
(i) A plan for review of the personnel policies and
practices with staff participation at least
every three (3) years, and for revision of the
policies and practices when necessary.

L]

l6ll PERSONNEL REIQRDS

l6ll1.1 Each child-placing agency shall have a personnel file on
each employee, which shall include, but not be limited to,
the following:
(a) The application for employment or resume;
(b) Applicant's educaticnal credentials; .-
(c) At least three (3) letters of reference)

(d) Annual performance evaluations signed by both
the exployee and supervisor;

(e) Recotrd of any persnnel actions;
() Daozentation of any professional licensure;
(g) Name of ermployee's immdiate supervisor;

(h) Damentation of participation in in-service
txaining;

(1) Signed statement by employee that written personnel
policies were reviewad;

(J) Criminal record (other than minor traffic violations);

T,
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(e) A description of employee benefits including provisions
for paid annual leave, sick leave, other leave, insurarce,
pensions, and other benefits;
(£) Provisions which will encourage professional growth
through supervision, orientation, in-service training,
] 3037
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1611.3

1612

1612.1

l6l2.2

1612.3

(k) Physical examination reports required in section 1612.2;

(1) Letter of resignation or reason for termination, upon
temination of employment with the agency; and

(m) Job pogition description.

Each child-placing agency MI have written procedures to
safequard the confidentiality of the personnel records.

Each child-placing sgency shall maintain the personnel records
of any ermployee who leaves the agency for a pericd of five (5)
years.

STAFT FUNCTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS

A child-placing agency shall require at least three (3) character
references for each employee prior to appointment.

Each child-placing agency shall require a written report on
the applicant's mental and physical conditions including
addictions which could adversely affect the applicant's
capacity to work with children.

Each child-placing agency shall prior to employment, perform a
criminal records check on any person who will have direct contact
with the children and clients. The.child-placing agency shall
ensute that each enmployee is free of any conviction or perding
charges without a final disposition for the cammission of,
atterpt to comit, or assault with intent to cammit any of the
following criminal offgnses or a criminal offense which is
equivalent to any of the following:

(a) Mixder;
(b) Child abuse;

(c) FRape;
(@) A asmual offense involving a minor, nonconsenting adult,

or a person who is xmentally defective, mentally incapacitated,

or phylhnnylh.mmt
(e¢) Child pornography;

d o

"

3038

MAY 11 ®30







District of Columbdia Register

1613.7

1613.8

1613.9

1613.10

1613.11

1613.12

(e) Recruiting, supervising, evaluating, training, and
terminating staff in accordance with established

personnel policies; and

(£) Advising the governing tody in carrying out its
responsibilities and making recammendations for
needed changes in policy and assisting in periocdic
evaluation of the agency's setvices.

The director of social services shall supervise, evaluate, and
monitor the work of the social services staff and assist in the
formulation and implementation of the child-placing agency's

policies and programs.

The director of social services shall have a master's degree
in social work from a college or university accredited by
the Oouncil on Social Work Education, plus three (3) years
experience in providing casework services to children and
their families including one (1) year as an administrator or
supervisor of casework services.

Qffice staff shall have the responsibility of bookkeeping and
mintaining correspondence and personnel and client records.

A child-placing egency shall employ a person to supervise program
staff and casework activities. The supervisor shall have a
master's degree in social work fram a college or university
accredited by the Guncil on Sccial Wrk Education, plus two (2)
years of experience in providing casework services to families
ard children and shall be licensed as a social worker in the

District of Columbia.

A social worker shall provide services to children, birth
parents, foster -and adcptive families, and any other individual

involved in a case. Social workers shall have a master's degree in

social work fram a college or university accredited by the

ancil on Social Work Education and shall be licensed as a social

worker in the District of (blumbia.
Social services aides shall assist the social worker. A social

- gervices aide shall hawe a bachelor's degree in social work from

a college or university accredited by the Gamecil on Social Work
Education or a tachelor ‘s—degree—in a related field.

el
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CONTRACT PRCFESSIONAL SERVICES

A child-placing agency may employ a licensed social worker to provide
eocial work service on a contractual basis..

A social worker employed on a contractual basis shall not be considered
a member of the child-placing agency's social work staff.

A social worker employed on a cont:'actual basis shall comply with the
qualifications for social workers as setout in gection 1613 of this
chapter. ' e

VALDNTEERS

Each child-placing agency using volunteers to work directly with
children on a regular basis shall:

(a) Describe the duties for wolunteer positians;

(b) Require a personal reference for each volunteer and a criminal
records and child abuse Clearance;

(c) Not use a volunteer to £ill a staff position
required by the child-placing agercy's service program
plan; :

(d) Have a designated staff mamber to supervise and
evaluate each volunteer;

(e) Provide orientation and training for the wolunteers in
the philoscphy of the sgency, the needs of the children
in care, and the needs of their families;

(£) Maintain records docummting the hours and activities in
which volunteers work for the agency; and

(9) Require that volunteers rendering direct services to children
be free of cammmicable and contagicus diseases based upon
medical reports campleted within the previcus—twelve (12)
montd pericd.

STUIENRT FIELD PLACEMENTS/ INTERNSHIPS

Each child-placing agenéy which acrepts students as interns
for field placemnts ghall:

(a) Develop a written plan &eciibing their tasks and
functionss

(b) Provide a copy of the plan to each stixdent and his
or her school;
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() Require personal references and a criminal records and
child abuge clearance;

(@) Designate a staff mmmber to supervise and evaluate
the students; and

(e) Develcp a plan for orientation and training of students in
the philosophy of the agency, needs of the children in care,
and of their families. ;

A student shall not asuume the respomibilities of any paid staff
membert.

ADQPTIVE SERVICES

Each child-placing agency shall have a written plan for recruitment
of adoptive homes which shall include:

(a) Methods of recruitment;

(b) Time-related goals ot applicant recruitment;

(c) Staffing requirements; and

(d) PRunding to irplement the plan.

A child-placing agency that serves mimority children shall have a
plan for actiwvely recruiting homes of the same race or ethnic
category as the children.

Each child-placing agency shall ptwido the following information
to prospective adoptive parents:

(a) A statemnt of thecagency's purpnse, philasophy, and policies;
(b) Descziption of children available;

(c) The agency's eligibility criteria, pxocedures, and
respensibilities;

(d) The sppraximate time the process will take;
(e) Pees for services;

(f) Pee refund policies and procedures; and

(9) Service termination policies and procedures.

‘T,
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1617.4 Each adoptive applicant shall submit an application in writing on
a form provided by the child-placing agency.

1617.5 The applicant shall sign a statement acknowledging receipt of a
copy of the child-placing agency's policies as cutlined in
section 1617.3 and such acknowledgement shall be maintained
in the applicant's file.

1618 INTAKE PROCEDURES FOR ADQPTIVE SERVICES

]

1618.1 At the time of referral of a child or application for services,
the child-placing agency shall assess the ne«xis and strengths of
the child's family.

1618.2 A written intake study shall include:

(a) The identification of the specific needs of
the child and family vhich warrant an-
sideration of remval and adoptive '’
pPlacement of the child;

(b) The family's strengths;

(c) The involvement of the child's parents and
significant others in his or her care;

4) 'nn' available resources;
(e) The goals of the family;

(£) Available social and medical history of the
child and each family mmmber; and

(39) The child's legal status.

la18.3 Each child-placing agency shall keep a tecord of all requests for
services, placuments, and the reasons for accwptance and denial
of services.

1618.4 Each child-placing agency shall provide referral assistance to
persons requesting services not provided by the agency.

1619 CASE FLAN

1619.1 Exch child-placing agency shall develop a written case plan on
each child prior to placesent. In cases of emergency placements,

the assessment and case plan shall te initiated within one (1)
wek and completed within six (6) weeks of placement.

da
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Each case plan shall include the following:

(a) Documentation of whether available social services
to preserve and strengthen the family unit have
been provided to the family and child and that
all alternatives to placement and their consequences
have been explored;

(b) The reasons for the selectian of the type of care
and how it meets the child's and family's needs;

(c) Projected length of time in care;
(d) Preplacemnt activities with child and family;

(e) Specific initial case goals for the child amd
family and steps to accomplish goals;

(£) Specific time schedule to achieve the goals;

(g) Designation of responsibility for carrying out
steps with the child, parents, foster parents,
adoptive parents, and the court (when involved),
including frequency of contacts;

(h) Visitation plans between the child, parents, and
siblings, if appropriate;

(i) Date for first review of progress on steps And
goals;

(J) Conditions under which the child shall be returned home
or vhen steps shall bo taken to seek termination of parental
rights;

(k) The names and aiddresses of the child's health and educational
providers;

4

(1) The child's grade level perfommance and school record)

(m) Assurances that the child's phmint in foster care takes into
acxamt praximity to the schoal in which the child is enrolled

= at the time of placement;

(n) A record of the child's immmizations;

3044
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(0) The child's known medical problems and medications; and

(p) Any other relevant heaith and education information con-
cerning the child detemined to be appropriate.

1619.3 Each child-placing agency shall include the parents, other
significant persons, and the child (when appropriate to age and
understanding) in the development of placement and care plans.

]
1619.4 Before accepting a child for placmment, each child-placing agency
shall secure written authorization to place the child from the

parents, guardians, or court.

1619.5 Before accepting a child for placemmnt, each child-placing agency
shall secure written authorization to provide medical care fram
the parents, guardians or court to provide medical care.

1619.6 Each child-placing agency shall assist the parent(s) in
understanding the legal rights and obligations that they retain
and those delegated to the agency by the court. The agency shall
provide this information to the parents in writing and shall
document this action in the case record.

1619.7 Each child-placing agency shall provide information on the legal
rights and cbligation of the parties in adcptions to parents in
their own language if English is not easily undetrstood.

1620.1 An adoptive home study shall be canducted prior to the placement ’
of a child in a hom.

1620.2 The child-placing agency shall' complete an adcptive home study

. which is a counseling and assessment process with the primary
goal of providing secure nurturing and permanent families for
children. In anducting the adoptive home study, the agency
shall:

(a) Work together with the applicant to evaluate the
applicant's ability and readiness for adoptive
parenthoad;

(b) Make appropriate recxmmndations regarding the
type af child to be placed with the family:

(c) Build supportive relationships and activities that
will ensure the success of the placement;

A,
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(d) Provide educational cpportunities for the applicant
regarding the ongoing adcption process and those

issues unique to the type of adcption being con-
sidered; and ;

(e) Provide a written report integrating all of the
information and culminating in an agency
recomendation.

Each child-placing agency shall provide hame study services to
families living in the District af Columbia and adjacent
jurisdictions which render adcptive services under reciprocal

agreements. Each adoptive home study service provided shall
be dxummented in a written report.

Each adoptive home study report shall include information obtained
in at least three (3) face-to-face interviews with each adcptive
parent. The home study process shall include:

(a) GOne (1) face-to-face interview with the adcptive
couple and one (1) face-to-face individual
interview with each applicant;

(b) One (1) interview with the progpectiwe adcptors
shall take place in the hame of the adcptive
family; and

(c) One (1) face-to-face contact with each member
of the potential adcptive family household.

Each home study report shall include the followimg information on
the adoptive applicants:

{a) Dstes and types of agency contacts with adoptive
applicants and family;

(b) Applicant's motivatiod for adcption;

(€) Verification of date and place of birth of the
applicants;

(d) Readiness of the applicants to parent a child not btorn to
with them;

(e) Identification of ou;h person living in the home;

(£) Description of each mmmbar of the applicant's immdiate
family; { :

(@) The attitudes and feelings of the fmmily and significant
others iovalwed with the family toward adoptive children;

3046
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-
1620.7

1620.8

1620.9

(u) A minimm of three (3) persanal and cammmity
character references:;

(v) The interest, hobbies, and use of leisure time for
each gpplicant;

(v) Religious orientation, if any;

(x) Description of the home including the adegquacy of
space and privacy in relation to parent and age
and sex of children; and

(y) Worker's assessment cf the plan for child care if
parents work.

After caompletion of the tome study, the child-placing

agency shall make a recxwerdation on the adoption which

shall be included in the adcptive hame study report. If the
agency recammends approval of the application, the report shall
describe the children which shall include the age, sex, rumber,
and their special needs. If the agency recommends denial of the
application, it shall state the reasons for denial.

If a placemsnt has not been made and twelve (12) months have
elapsad since the adoptive home study, a ptolpnctivn adoptive
home shall be re-evaluated.

In those cases vhere the initial haome stxﬂy wvas performed by the
same agency as that performing the re-evaluation, the child-placing

asgency shall do the following:
(a) Visit the ham of the prospactive adoptive parent(s);

(b) EHave a face—to-face interview with all household
oabets ;

(c) Update the mmdical reports an all mmbers of the
amseinld; and

(d) Make an evaluation of any changes in the information
contained in the initial howe study.

"In those cases vhere the initial howe study is performed by a
, Gifferent sgmncy, the secxd child-placing agency shall do the

following: i

(a) Bave two (2) visits with the prospective adcptive
parents, one- (1) of vhich should be in the home;

do,
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(b) BRave a face<o-face interview with all household
members;

{(c) Update the medical reports on all members of the house-
hold; and

(d) Make an evaluation of any changes in the information
- contained in the initial home study.

After an adoptive placement has been made and the family seeks an
additional placement, a home study update shall be performad
in accordance with section 1620.

NOTIFICATION REGARDING APPLICATION

Each child-placing agency shall notify each applicant in writing
within thirty (30) days of completion of the hore study of the
acceptance or denial of his or her application to be an adoptive

parent. .

when an application is denied, the child-placing agency
shall inform the applicant of the reascns why a child cannot be
placed in his or her home during a face—<to-face interview. The

child=placing agency shall offer counseling services to the
applicant(s) to assist him or her in adjusting to the denial.

SERVICES TO ADOPTIVE PARENTS

Each child-placing agency shall provide services to adcptive
applicants to assist them in making an informsd decision

about adcption.

Each child-placing agency shdll provide an cpportunity for the
applicants to participate in the adoptive study and the
evaluation of his or her potential for meeting the neais of the

children available for adoption.

Each child-placing agency shall discuss children available for
adoption with the adopting family.

Each child-placing agency shall pxepare the adcptive family for
the placesant of a particular child. Preparation ghall include:

(a) Infommation about the neads, characteristics, and
expectations of the child, of the child’'s family,
and of the adoptive family;

(b) Review of medical histories of the child ad of the
child's family; and

(c) A visit with the child prior to platemnt.
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1623.4

1623.5

1623.6

A child-placing agency employee shall visit the adocptive family
at least three (3) times after the placement of a child prior to
final decree. (bservations made during the visits shall be used

in making recaommerdationis for the finalization of the adcption.

The child-placing agency shall make services available to the
adoptive parents, the birth parents, and the adoptee after
the finalization of the adoption.

PRE-PLACEMENT RESPQNS IBILITIES C!' CHIID-PLACING AGENCIES

Prior to placement of a child for adcoption, the child-placing
agency shall establish through docurentary evidence that the
child meets one (1) of the following criteria:

(a) The child is legally free for adoption in accordance with
the laws of the District of Columbia; or

(b) The child is legally able to enter the District of Columbia
for adoption in accordance with the laws of the Distict of
Columbia.

If a family identifies a child for adoption cutside of the
District of Columbia, the family shall notify a child-placing
agercy loccated in the District of Columbia of the identification
of the child and of all available information regarding the
child. The child-placing agency shall evaluate the information
provided on the child and the background of the prospective
parents to determine the appropriateness of the placerent.

After a review of the information provided to the agency, the -
child-placing agency shall notify the prospective parents of its
assesgrent of the appropriateness of the placesent. i

L ]
If the child is identified by the family in another country, the
family shall contact the child-placing agency to provide all
information available about the child.

The child-placing agency shall notify the family and the thited
States Dmuigration and Naturalization Service of its agreement
or disagreement with a proposed placement of a child identified

in ancther country.

The child-placing agency shall ensure that prior to the placerent
of the child, the adoptive parents sign a notarized statement of

financial resgonsibility for the expenses for replacement of the

child in the event a distuption stould oecur priocrto wSoption

in the lacal jurisdiction. The statement shall be placed by

the agency ip the family's file.

da,
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The local child-placing agency shall notify the Department of
Human Services of the following:

(a) The date of placement;
(b) The legal status of the child; and

(¢) That the statement of financial responsibility has
been completed and placed in the agency's family file.

Each child-placing agency shall maintain all adoptive pla&emnt
sgreementsg in the family records on the family's acceptance of
a child {dentified for adcption cutside the District aof
Columbia.

The child-placing agency shall be notified in all interstate
adoptions of the following:

(a) The date of the placement) ard
(b) The legal status of the child.

POST-FLACEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES QF THE CHILD-PIACING AGENCY

Each child-placing agency shall provide post-placement services
for at least six (6) months fram the date of the adcptive placement
of a child.

Each child-placing agency shall condxt at least three (3) interviews
during the six (6) month period with the child and the parent(s),
and shall make at least ane (1) visit to the home.

If a final decree of adoption has not been granted within six (6)
ronths of placement, the child-placing agency shall continue
to provide services until the final decree is granted.

The child-placing sgency shall retain in its records all post-
placement repocts until finalization of the adoption. A copy

of the adoption dectree shall be placed in the adocptive

parent‘’s record.

ADCPTION RECORDS

Each child-placing agency shall mintain micptive family records
wvhich shall contain the folloving:

@ e mitcutm with ptotograph;
(b) The home study; o
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Each child-placing agency shall ensure that upon discharge
a child's record contains the following:

(a) A discharge summary showing services provided
during care, the growth and accomplishments,
assessed needs to be met, and recommended services
to meet these goals;

(b) Dates of and reason for discharge, and the name,
address, telephane nurbter, and relationship of
the person or agency to wham the child is
discharged; and

(c) Aftercare plans which specify the responsibility
for follow—through on the care of the child.

FINALIZATION CF ADCGPTION

Except in a case of an international adoption, the adoptive family
shall file for adoption of a child six (6) moaths following the
placement or as soon thereafter as possible.

The child-placing agency shall provide a report to the court
summarizing the supervisory pericd and meking a recommndation on
the petition for adoption. '

The family shall provide a copy of the final decree to the child-
placing agency. '

In cases where two (2) child-placing agencies participated in the
adoptive placement, the child-placing agency responsible for the
finalization of the adoption {n court shall forward a copy of

the decree to the other participating child-placing agency.

FOST-ADQPTIVE SERVICES

Fost-adcptive services may be offerad to the fmmily by the child-
placing agency or through a referral to community resources.

SCCIAL SERVICES REIATED T0 CHILD-PIACTRG

The child-placing agency shall give the birth parents an opportunity
to discuss the cptions available to them regarding the placement
of the child. ¥ i

When it is camsidered to be in the best interest of the child, the
child-placing sgency shall provide social services to the birth
fanily and make referrals to other cxmunity resources to help
maintain the family unit.

4o,
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B
. 1628.3 The birth parents shall be given information concerning the legal

and other ramifications of adoption and the legal implications of
the decision.

|

1628.4 Each child-placing agency shall provide counselling and casework
services during the decision-making process for the prospective

adoptive parent. s

1628.5 Each child-placing agency shall prowvide older children with
counselling and casework services during all phases of the
adoption process.

1628.6 Prior to accepting a child for any placement, a child-placing
agency shall obtain written consent to place the child fram
the legally responsible person or entity wvhich may be the birth
parent, guardian, or court.

1628.7 Prior to accepting a child for flacemant, a child-placing agency
shall obtain written consent to provide routine or emergency
medical care from the birth parent), legal guardian, or court.

1628.8 After accepting a child for placement from another child-placing

' agency, a child-placing agency shall establish an agreemsnt which
will set out the child-placing agency responsible for developing
a written statement of the role and responsibilities of each
child-placing agency in sorking with the child, birth family,
foster family, and adoptive family.

1628.9 Each child-placing agency shall provide caunselling and casesork
services to the birth parent and his or her family during all

phases of the adoption process.

1628.10 The child-placing agency ashall not exxurage the patent or
parents of the child to surrander the child by coercion or
pratise of financial aid or other considerations, nor shall the
parent's acxeptace for casework service be contingent upon any
agreamnt to surrender the child.

1628.11 At the time of relinquishment of a child, the birth parent shall
sign a notarized statement setting cut any fimancial or in-kind
angansation pramised ot received fox suxrendering the child.

1628.12 If the child-placing agency has cffered services to a birth
parent who has indicated a desire to place a child for adoption
and the child is born with or develops a problem that might make
placesent difficult, the agency may refuse to accept legal
custady of the child.

I
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If the child-placing agency refuses to acrept legal custody
of the child, the agency shall offer services to the child
ard birth parents to make arrangements cansistent with the
parents' wishes and the child's best interest.
Each child-placing agency shall meintain a written record of the
casework services provided to each birth parent and child. The
parents' and children's records may be cambined or maintained
separately. If maintained separately, the records shall be cross
referenced. The records shall include the following:
(a) Birth parents record shall include the following:

(1) Mll nzme of birth parents;

(2) Address;

(3) Telephone number; $

(4) Race;

(5) Sex;

(6) Date and place of birth;

(7) Nationality; ' C O

(8) Bealth and multi-gensrational history;

ALY

(9) PRull name of other birth children;

(10) Marital status; °

(11) Bducation;’

(12) rhysical description;

(13) Prull names of birth parent's siblings
and significant others)

(14) Social security ‘_mn:u. if evailable;

(15) Occupation; |

(16) Religion;

(17) Ibomemts pertaining to child's lecal status
which mey include a foster care cpmmitment order,

relinquishment or judicial termindtion of parental
rights (TPR); and
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(18) Summary of the family history and an assessment of
circumstances leading to the placement of the child
and current progress reports; anx

(b) The child's record which shall include the following:
(1) Pull namme;
(2) Address and telepron.e qa.nber of birth parents;
(3) Race;
(3) Sex;
(4) Date and place of birth;
(5) Nationality;
(6) Health including mmdical history of past generations;

[ ]
(7) Pysician's report, illnesses, immmization
reports, and dental records;

(8) Pull names of children, siblings,

grandparents and significant others
of birth parents;

(10) Birth history;

(rl) Develammental history;

(12) Birth certificate’ numer;
(13) Daily scheduled activities:

(14) School records;

(15) Dates of placemnt and address and names
of adoptive foster parents;

(16) Docusents pertaining to the child's legal status; and

(17) Summry of family history and an assessment
of circumstances leading to the case plan for the
child and maintain progress reports.

1628.15 Each child-placing agency shall mintain current infoumtion on
the parties involved in an adoption until the time of final

adoption. s
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1629

1629.1

1629.2

1630
1630.1

1630.2

- 1630.3

161

163l.1

163l.2

1632
l632.1

NOTICE QF BIRTE PARENTS

When one or more individuals have been named as the possible birth
father, the child-placing agency shall notify all named individuals
of the plan for adoption by certified or registered mail return
receipt requested.

The child-placing agency shall report to the court a birth parent's
failure to respond to a notice of a plan for adoption, if the

birth parent falls to respond within thirty (30) days of receipt of
notification.

SEVERANCE OF PARENTAL RIGHTS

Each child-placing agency shall comply with the procedures set
forth in D. C. Code, section 32 -1007, the statutory provision on
voluntary relinquishmmnt. -

when the birth parent does not speak English, or has impaired
camumication skills, a translator or interpretor shall be present
prior to and during the pericd the document is .being signed. when

the birth mother cannot read, she may be accompanied by scemane who
can read the dxumnt for her.

When a birth parent consents to relinquishment of parental rights, the
child-placing agency shall accept the relingquishment and make efforts
to inform the other birth parent of the relinquishment. The notice

to the non-participating birth parent of the consent to relinguistment
shall be sent to him or her at the last known address and docurented
in the record.

PATERNITY AFTIDAVITS .

The child-placing agency shall cobtain an affidavit which sets oLt
the identity of the father from the birth sother wvhen the identity
of the birth father is not reasonably ascertainable and there is
no information to dispute the affidavit.

The chiléd-placing agency shall cbtain an affidavit which sets ocut the
identity of the father fram the birth zother if a nmmd hirth
father's whersalxuts e TXbosn.

EFTORTS TO LOCATE PARENT |

If ane or both birth parents cannot be locatsd, the child-placing
agency responsible foc premering the investigatiwe report and
recimmendations for a propoeed adcption shall make efforts to
iccate—themissing natural parent. The efforts shall be
dozyentad in the record. Ao,
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1632.2  The child-placing agency shall document that the following
resources have been used in the efforts to locate the missing
parent(s) and the results of their use:

(a) Vital Statistics Branch of the Office of Folicy and Planning
of the Department of Buman Services for birth, marriage and
death records;

(b) DES (hild Support locator;
() Military locator;

(d) Oourt criminal records;
(e) Metropolitan area telephane books;

(£) Metropolitan area hospital records (if they
can be released);

. (3) FRublic assistance, Medicaid, motor wehicle, and
police records (if they can be released); and

(h) Fanily and friends of both birth parents
(if appropriate).

1632.3 If a birth parent dces not name the other birth parent, the child-
placing agency or petitioner shall make a good faith effort to
obtain the information fram the known parent. If the name of the
unknown parent is not given, and an affidavit is required by the
caurt, the child-placing agency shall file an affidavit cutlining
the known parent's reason for refusing to give the information.

1632.4 If the birth mother names two ot zore possible fathers, the child-
. placing agency shall attempt to locste all of the alleged fathers.
Paternity may be judicially detemined.

; 1633 PLACEMENT CONSIDERATION FOR ADOPTION

1633.1 The child-placing agency shall make a written assessment of the
needs and strengths of the child prior to salection of an adoptive

fanmily.

' 1633.2 When adoption is the placemnt of choice for a child and all
adoptive requirements bave been met, the child-placing agency
l shall ensure that the child is placed expeditiocusaly in a

permnent boma.

1633.3 The child-placing agency shall place sidblings together whenever
possible.

da,
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1633.4

1633.5
1633.6

1633.7

1633.8

1634
1634.1

1635
1635.1

1636
1636.1

MAY 11 190

In selecting an adoptive family, the agency shall make maximm
efforts to place the child in a hcme of persons of the same

race to help preserve the racial heritage., This effort shall not
jecpardize the child's right to permanent care.

In placing a child for adoption, the child-placing agency shall
take into consideration a child's religiocus heritage.

The child-placing agency shall prepare each child for the
separation from his family prior to the actual placement.

The child-placing agency shall ensure that permanent placement
is the best plan, that the child is prepared for placement, and that
the adcoptive family is able to meet the child's needs.

Based upon the best interest of the child, the child-placing
agency shall consider the child's needs, particularly for older
children, to maintain contact with the birth family or significant
others.

REFERRALS TO ADCPTION RESDURCE DXCHANGE

If an adcptive family is not immediately available for a child or
a child for a family, the child-placing agency shall make referrals
of the child or family to other adoption agencies, photograph
listing services, and state, religicus, or national adcption
resource exchanges.

INTERSTATE PIACEMENT

A child-placing agency in the District of Columbia which is
cocperating with agencies or individuals in other states for
foster ot adcoptive placement of a child in the District or

in another jurisdiction shall comply with the intetrstate placement
requirements of the states involwved during all phases of the
placement process.’

INTERO\TIONAL ADCPTION FLACEMENTS

The child-placing sgency shall give each applicant a written
statement which shall include the following:

(a) A statemmnt Of the mency's purpxse, philoscphy, and
policies; . .
[

(b) The agency’'s eligibility ctit'criu
{c) The availability of children;

(d) Agency proomitixes and resporsibilities)

da
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(e) Timing;
9 (£) Fees for services;
(g) Refund policies and procedures; and

(h) Services termination policies and procedures.

1636.2 The child-placing agency shall ensure that each applicant applies
for services in writing on an appjication form furnished by the

. .g‘w. *

1636.3 Each applicant shall sign a statement acknowledging that he or
she received a copy of the agency'’s policies as required in
section 1636.1. This statement ghall be kept in the applicant's
records.

1636.4 The child-placing agency shall secure written consent to obtain
the information needed to complete the home study process from
each applicant. g

1636.5 Each child-placing agency shall provide home study services to
families who are residents of the District of Columbia and adjscent
jurisdictions under a reciprocity agreement. HEame study services
shall include the following:

(a) Information on the how to cawply with the United States
Immigration and Naturalization's requirements for
international adoptions;

' (b) Consultations with the farmily to acquaint them with
the current international adcption situation,
exploration of the adoptive parents' feelings about
adopting a child of a different race or national
origin, and the adopt{ve parents' capacity to accwept
limited medical and social background information
about the child and the implications thereof; and

(c) Damuntation of the howm study process in a written
report.

1637 MAINTENANCE O RECORDS

1637.1 Each chils-placing sgency shall have a written policy to protect
the confidentiality of permonnel and client records.

1637.2 The Board of any child-placing agency may by appropriate vote
authorize the disclosure of ron-identifying information to any
accredited institution of higher learning, federal or District
of Columbia sgency, or any foundation or research institution as
may be wlidly exgaged in studies for the promotion of scientific
knowledge. The institution or agency shall submit to the child-
placing agency a request for informatiocirwhich shall include:
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1637.3

1637.4

1637.5

1637.6

1637.7

1637.8

1638
1638.1

(a) The purpose for which the information is sought;

(b) A plan of how the confidentiality of the information
will be protected;

(c) The persons in the organization who will have access to
the information; and

(d) A guarantee that the {nformation will not be disclcsed to
another perscn Or agency unless the organization is expressly
authorized to make the disclosure by the Board of the child-
Placing agency.

The Board may, in its discretion, attach additional limitations
on the disclosure of information to an agency or institution.

All records shall be kept in metal file cabinets protected fram
fire, theft, and unauthorized access.

Ghild-placing agencies that cease placing children shall make
arrangements to protect and store the records. Record storage
may be arranged with the Department of Hiuman Services or
another licensed child-placing agency.

All adoption and foster care services records shall be retained
permanently.

If a child has been reunited with his or her biological family podor
to reaching majority, the case records shall be retained until one
year after the child has reached the age of twenty-one (21). After

the child reaches the age of twenty-one (21), the following shall
be maintained:

(a) Msdical records; '
(b) Namms and addresses of foster parents;
(c) Date of placements; and

(@) Iagal doaments.

Feracmel and financial vecords maintained by the child-placing
agency shall be maintained for at least seven (7) yuazs.

FOSTER CARE
The child-placing agency ghall camply with the District of (olumbia

lars and requlations in its selection of foster family homes in
the District of Columbia. da,
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1638.2

1638.3

1639
1639.1

1639.2

1639.3 .
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Each child-placing agency shall use only licensed foster homes
for the placement of children.

Each child-placing agency shall comply with the laws governing place-
ment of each jurisdiction involved in the placement of a child,

and the rules and regulations governing foster care of each state

in which a child is placed.

!
FOSTER BOME STUDY

A foster hame study shall be conductad prior to the placement of
a child in a home.

The child-placing agercy shall complete a foster hame study which is
a aamseling and assessment process with the primary goal of
providing secure nurturing and permanent families for children.

The foster home study shall enable the agency to:

(a) ‘ Work together with the applicant to evaluate the
applicant's ability and readiness for foster
parenthoad;

(b) Make appropriate recomendations regarding the
type of child to be placed with the family;

(c) Build suprortive relationships and activities that
will ensure the success of the placemmnt;

(@) Provide educational opportunities for the applicant
regarding the angoing foster care and those issues
unique to the type of children being considered for
foster cate; and

(e) Provide a written report integrating all of the
information and culminating in an sgency
rexxzxmrdation.

The foster hame study report shall inclide information obtained
in a minimm of three (3) face-to-face interviews with each foster
parent. The ham study process shall inclide:

(a) One joint face-to-face interview with the couple
and at least ane face=to-face individual inter-

view with each spplicant; —
(b) One interview in the hame of the foster family; and

() One fLxe-trixe antact vith each meder of the
potential foster family housedold.

A
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Each foster hame stuly report shall include the following infor-
mation from applicant(s):

(a)
(b)

(c)
(@)

(e)

(£)
(9)

(h)

(1)

(3)

(x)

(1)

(m)

(n)
(o)

Name, address, home telephone number, and emergency
telephone number)

Dates and types of contacts with applicants and
family members;

Date and place of birth of the applicants)

Identification of the parents and siblings of the
applicants;

A summcy of the applicants' childhocd and adolescent
years to include family life and values; types of

discipline received and relationships other than the
family;

Applicants' motivations for, providing foster care;

Identification of each ampplicant's child and each
other person in the home;

The attitudes and feelings of the family and
significant others involved with the family toward
foster children;

Readiness of the applicants to parent children not
born to them;

Attitudes of the applicants toward the birth parent
and their understanding of reasans the child
is in nead of foster carq services;

Bmotiocnal stability and maturity of applicant (s);

Physical description and persanality of the
applicants)

Applicant's ability to cope with problems, streas,
frustrations, crisis, and losses including avail-
ability of formal and informal support system;

Applicants' cqpacity‘t:o give and receive affection;

Date of present marriage and, if applicable, date
of divorce, as well as a description of the com-
patibility, marital satisfaction, and stability of

the cauple in relation to the lsogth of their marriage,
if spplicahle. .

T,

3064

— ——
— ——  ————



UL W viiiiva Tyt e

1639.5

(p) Ability to provide for the child's physical and emtional
needs;

(q) Experience with parenting of children;
(r) Adjustment of the child in the home, if applicable;
(s) The attitude toward discipline and child-tearing;

(t) Clearance with the child abuse and neglect registry
and record of criminal convictions, if any;

(u) A summary of reports from physical ezamination of each
person in the household within six (6) months of the
study which verifies that perscns in the hausehold do
not have communicable diseases, any specific lllness, or
disabilities which would interfere with the family's

ability to parent s child;
(v) Level of education completed by the applicant;

(wv) The spplicanta’ eanamic situation including current
sources of income, assets, and liabilities; -

(x) A minimum of three (3) personal and cxmmmity
character references;

(y) The interest, hobbies, and use of leisure time for each
applicant;

(2) Religious orientation, if any;
(aa) Description of the home and neighborhcod (sleeping
actxymmdations, recreational or study areas, storage

space, hcusekeeping, health, and safety standavds,
if spplicable and available rescurces in the cxmmity);

(bdb) Plan for substitute child care if parent is absent from
bhome for work or other reasons; and

(cc) Child-placing worker's assesgment of the pruspective
foster family.

After carnletion of the hame study, the child-placing
agency shall make a recammndation regarding the foster care
placemnt in the written home study report.

A,
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1639.6

1640
1640.1

1640.2

1640.3

1640.4

led
lé6d.l
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If the child-placing agency recammerds approval of an application
for foster care, the report shall identify the type of child who
would be best served by the family which includes the race, sex,
age, special needs, and number of children, and the applicant's
ability to work with the child-placing agency. 1If the

recamendation is to deny the application, it shall state the
reason(s) for denial.

NOTIFICATION REGARDING APPLICATION

The agency shall notify each applicant of its decision to accept
or deny his or her application to be a foster parent within
thirty (30) days of its receipt.

A foster home shall be re-evaluated two (2) years after the date
of the initial approval and every two (2) years thereafter.

If the initial foster home study was performed by the same child-
placing agency, the foster hdme re—evaluation shall include:
(a) One visit to the home;

(b) Face=to=-face interviews wvith esch member of the
household;

(c) Updated medical reports on all members of the
household; and

(d) Any changes fram the initial foster hom study.

If the initial foster home study was performed by a different

child-placing agency, the child placing agency's re—evaluation
shall include the following:

(a) Two visits with the ﬁo‘tc: parent (s), one of
which ghall be in the home;

(b) Face—to—-face interviews wvith each membder of the
hauselnld;

(c) Updated medical reports on the mmmbers of the
hauselold; and

(@) Any changes in the fmmily's data from the initial
bhome study. ¢

FOSTER PARENT TRAINING

The child-placing agency shall provide orientation and pre-service
training to the foster care system to prospectiw foster parents.
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l64l.2 The child-placing agency shall provide training annually to foster
parents to improve their parenting skills.

1642 PLACEMENT CONSIIERATIONS FOR FOSTER CARE

l1642.1 The first priority of the foster care system shall be to maintain
a child in his or her home or that of a relative.

1642.2 The goals of the foster care system shall be to protect the interest
of children at all times vhich may require out of home placement
for children. i

1642.3 Foster family placement shall be preferred to that of
institutional placerent for children.

1642.4 Foster care services shall be provided only if it is determined that
temporary placement is the best plan and that the child is prepared
for placement and is placed in a family which is able to meet the
child's needs.

1642.5 The child-placing agency shall encourage a close and continuing
relationship with the birth family and significant others.

1642.6 The birth parents shall be provided the opportunity to participate
in the initial and periocdic service plan for the child with
‘ specific responsibilities to prepare for the child's return to

the hame or any other permanent placerent.

1642.7 Except in a case of an emergency placement, each child shall be
prepatred for the separation from his or her family prior to the 3
actual placemnt.

1642.8 The child-placing agency shall place siblings together whenever
possible and vhen it is in the siblings' best interest to do so.

.1642.9 The child-placing agency shall take into cansideration a child's
religicus heritage in the foster care placemants.

1642.10 A written asseszment of the needs and strengths of the child and
birth family shall be made prior to foster care placement.

1642.11 The child-placing agency shall protect the health and safety of
children in foster care and shall enhance the psyctoaxial and
behavioral adjustment of each child.

1642.12 The child-placing agency shall make sccial services asseszrents
to detsrmine that acceptance of the child for foater care is
sppropeiate and that placemnt of the child is made in accordance
witb bis ot her newds. The assessrent ghall include the following

informtion:

o,
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Relinquishment = the legal document voluntarily executed by the natural
parent (s) severing all of their parental rights and responsibilities to
their child and transferring these rights and responsibilities to a
child-placing agency for the purposes of placing the child in an adoptive

home and consenting to adoption.
Significant others - any person of particular importance in the life of the
client. :

Social services agency - an agency or program in which the purpose is to
promote social welfare, e. g., a public welfare department, a farily service
agency. Hiucational facilities, legal services facilities, correctional
institutions, health and medical facilities are not considered to be social

service agencies; however, persons employed in social service programs
operated by those facilities may meet the specified qualifications.

Terminatio= of parental rights - a court order relieving natural parents of
all rights, responsibilities, and relationship with a child.

>
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DC Code

§ 16-301 PARTICULAR ACTIONS, PROCEEDINGS AND MATTERS

CHAPTER 3. ADOPTION.

Sec. Sec.
16-301. Jurisdiction; rules. adoptee is adult or petitioner is
16-302. Persons who may adopt. spouse of natural parent.
16-303. Persons adopted. 16-309. Adoption proceedings. ]
16-304. Consent 16-310. Finality of decrees of adoption.

' gy 3 16-311. Sealing and inspection of records and
16-305. Petition for adoption. papers.
16-306. Notice. of .adoption proceedings. 16-312. Legal effects of adoption.
16-307. Investigation, report, and recommen-  16.313. Child as including adopted person.

dation. 16-314. Birth certificates.

16-308. Investigations when  prospective 16-315. Prior proceedings.

§ 16-301. Jurisdiction; rules.

(a) Subject to subsection (b) of this section, the Superior Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia has jurisdiction to hear and determine petitions and decrees
of adoption of any adult or child with authority to make such rules, not incon-
sistent with this chapter, as shall bring fully before the court for consideration
the interests of the prospective adoptee, the natural parents, the petitioner,

and any other properly interested party.
(b) Jurisdiction shall be conferred when any of the following circumstances

exist:
(1) petitioner is a legal resident of the District of Columbia;

(2) petitioner has actually resided in the District for at least one year
next preceding the filing of the petition; or

(3) the child to be adopted is in the legal care, custody, or control of the
Mayor or a child-placing agency licensed under the laws of the District.
(Dec. 23, 1963, 77 Stat. 537, Pub. L. 88-241, § 1; July 29, 1970, 84 Stat. 555,
Pub. L. 91-358, title I, § 145(a)(1); 1973 Ed., § 16-301; Apr. 30, 1988, D.C.

Law 7-104, § 4(a), 35 DCR 147.)

§ 16-302. Persons who may adopt.

Any person may petition the court for a decree of adoption. A petition may
not be considered by the court unless petitioner’s spouse, if he has one, joins in
the petition, except that if either the husband or wife is a natural parent of
the prospective adoptee, the natural parent need not join in the petition with
the adopting parent, but need only give his or her consent to the adoption. If
the marital status of the petitioner changes after the time of filing the petition
and before the time the decree of adoption is final, the petition must be
amended accordingly. (Dec. 23, 1963, 77 Stat. 537, Pub. L. 88-241, § 1; 1973

Ed., § 16-302.)

§ 16-303. Persons adopted.

A person, whether a minor or an adult, may be adopted. (Dec. 23, 1963, 77
Stat. 537, Pub. L. 88-241, § 1; 1973 Ed., § 16-303.)
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§ 16-304. Consent.

(a) A petition for adoption may not be granted by the court unless there is
filed with the petition a written statement of consent, as provided by this
section, signed and acknowledged before an officer authorized by law to take
acknowledgments, before a representative of a licensed child-placing agency,
or before the Mayor of the District, or unless a relinquishment of parental
rights with respect to the prospective adoptee has been recorded and filed as
provided by section 32-786 [32-1007].

(b) Consent to a proposed adoption of a person under eighteen years of age
is necessary:

(1) from the prospective adoptee, if he is fourteen years of age or over;
and also,
(2) in accordance with the provisions of any one of the following para-
graphs:
(A) from both parents, if they are both alive; or
(B) from the living parent of the prospective adoptee, if one of the
parents is dead; or
(C) from the court-appointed guardian of the prospective adoptee; or
{D) from a licensed child-placing agency or the Mayor in case the pa-
rental rights of the parent or parents have been terminated by a court of
competent jurisdiction or by a release of parental rights to the Mayor or
licensed child-placing agency, based upon consents obtained in accor-

dance with paragraphs (A) through (C) of this subdivision, and the pro-
spective adoptee has been lawfully placed under the care and custody of
the agency or the Mayor; or

(E) from the Mayor in any situation not otherwise provided for by this
subsection.

(c) Minority of a natural parent is not a bar to that parent’s consent to
adoption.

(d) When a parent whose consent is hereinbefore required, after such notice
as the court directs, cannot be located, or has abandoned the prospective
adoptee and voluntarily failed to contribute to his support for a period of at
least six months next preceding the date of the filing of the petition, the
consent of that parent is not required.

(e) The court may grant a petition for adoption without any of the consents
specified in this section, when the court finds, after a hearing, that the con-
sent or consents are withheld contrary to the best interest of the child.

(f) A person over eighteen years of age may be adopted, on the petition of
the adopting parent or parents and with the consent of the prospective
adoptee, if the court is satisfied that the adoption should be granted. (Dec. 23,
1963, 77 Stat. 538, Pub. L. 88-241, § 1; July 29, 1970, 84 Stat. 555, Pub. L.
91-358, title I, § 145(a)(2); Oct. 22, 1970, 84 Stat. 1086, Pub. L. 91-488; 1973
Ed., § 16-304; July 22, 1976, D.C. Law 1-75, § 5(e), 23 DCR 1182; Oct. 1,
1976, D.C. Law 1-87, § 12, 23 DCR 2544; Apr. 30, 1988, D.C. Law 7-104,
§ 4(b), 35 DCR 147.)




§ 16-305. Petition for adoption.

A petition filed for the adoption of a person shall be under oath or affirma-
tion of the petitioner and the titling thereof shall be substantially as follows:
“Ex parte in the matter of the petition of .................... for adoption.” The
petition or the exhibits annexed thereto shall contain the following informa-
tion:
(1) the name, sex, date, and place of birth of the prospective adoptee, and
the names, addresses and residences of the natural parents, if known to the
petitioner, except that in an adoption proceeding that is consented to by the
Mayor or a licensed child-placing agency, the names, addresses and resi-
dences of the natural parents may not be set forth;

(2) the name, address, age, business or employment of the petitioner, and
the name of the employer, if any, of the petitioner;

(3) the relationship, if any, of the prospective adoptee to the petitioner;

(4) the race and religion of the prospective adoptee, or his natural parent
or parents;

(5) the race and religion of the petitioner;

(6) the date that the prospective adoptee commenced residing with peti-

tioner; and
(7) any change of name which may be desired.

When any of the above facts is unknown to the petitioner, the petitioner
shall state this fact. When any of the above facts is known to the Mayor, or a
licensed child-placing agency that as a matter of social policy declines to
disclose them to the petitioner, the facts may be disclosed to the court in an
exhibit filed by the Mayor or the agency with the court. If more than one
petitioner joins in a petition, the requirements of this section apply to each.
(Dec. 23, 1963, 77 Stat. 538, Pub. L. 88-24, § 1; July 29, 1970, 84 Stat. 555,
Pub. L. 91-358, title I, § 145(a)(2); 1973 Ed., § 16-305; Apr. 30, 1988, D.C.

Law 7-104, § 4(c), 35 DCR 147.)

§ 16-306. Notice of adoption proceedings.

(a) Except as provided by subsection (b) of this section, due notice of pend-
ing adoption proceedings shall be given to each person whose consent is neces-
sary thereto, immediately upon the filing of a petition. The notice shall be
given by summons, by registered letter sent to the addressee only, or other-
wise as ordered by the court.

(b) A party who formally gives his consent to the proposed adoption, as
provided by this chapter, thereby waives the requirement of notice to him
pursuant to this section. (Dec. 23, 1963, 77 Stat. 539, Pub. L. 88-241, § 1;1973

Ed., § 16-306.)
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§ 16-307. Investigation, report, and recommendation.

(a) Except as provided by section 16-308, upon the filing of a petition the

court shall refer the petition for investigation, report, and recommendation to:

(1) the licensed child-placing agency by which the case is supervised; or
(2) the Mayor, if the case is not supervised by a licensed child-placing
agency.
(b) The investigation, report, and recommendation shall include:
(1) an investigation of:
(A) the truth of the allegations of the petition;
(B) the environment, antecedents, and assets, if any, of the prospective
adoptee, to determine whether he is a proper subject for adoption:
(C) the home of the petitioner, to determine whether the home is a
suitable one for the prospective adoptee: and
(D) any other circumstances and conditions that may have a bearing on
the proposed adoption and of which the court should have knowledge,

including the existence and terms of a tentative adoption subsidy agree-
ment entered into prior to the filing of the adoption petition under section
3 of the Act of July 26, 1892 (D.C. Code, sec. 3-115).
(2) a written report to the court of the findings of the investigation; and
(3) a recommendation to the court whether a final decree declaring the
adoption prayed for in the petition should be immediately granted, or
whether the court should grant an interlocutory decree granting temporary
custody of the prospective adoptee to the petitioner, as hereinafter set forth.
(c) The written report submitted to the court shall be filed with, and become
part of, the records in the case. (Dec. 23, 1963, 77 Stat. 539, Pub. L. 88-241,
§ 1;July 29, 1970, 84 Stat. 555, Pub. L. 91-358, title I, § 145(a)(2); 1973 Ed.,
§ 16-307; Jan. 2, 1974, 87 Stat. 1061, Pub. L. 93-241, § 2(a); Apr. 30, 1988,
D.C. Law 7-104, § 4(d), 35 DCR 147.)

§ 16-308. Investigations when prospective adoptee is adult
or petitioner is spouse of natural parent.

The court may dispense with the investigation, report, and interlocutory
decree provided for by this chapter when:
(1) the prospective adoptee is an adult; or
(2) the petitioner is a spouse of the natural parent of the prospective
adoptee and the natural parent consents to the adoption or joins in the
petition for adoption.
In the circumstances specified in (2) above, the petition need not contain the
information concerning race and religion specified by subparagraphs (4) and
(5) of section 16-305. (Dec. 23, 1963, 77 Stat. 539, Pub. L. 88-241, § 1; 1973
Ed., § 16-308; Oct. 30, 1975, D.C. Law 1-25, § 3, 22 DCR 2465.)



§ 16-309. Adoption proceedings.

ta) Within a period of ninety days, or such time as extended by the court,
after a copy of the petition and the order providing for the report is served
upon the agency directed to make the investigation, the agency shall make
the report and recommendation required by section 16-307 to the court and
thereupon the court shall proceed to act upon the petition.

(b) After considering the petition, the consents, and such evidence as the
parties and any other properly interested person may present, the court may
enter a final or interlocutory decree of adoption when it is satisfied that:

(1) the prospective iadoptee is physically, mentally, and otherwise suit-
able for adoption by the petitioner;

(2) the petitioner is fit and able to give the prospective adoptee a proper
home and education;

(3) the adoption will be for the best interests of the prospective adoptee;
and

(4) the adoption form has been completed by the petitioner pursuant to

section 10 of the Vital Records Act of 1981.

In determining whether the petitioner will be able to give the prospective
adoptee a proper home and education, the court shall give due consideration to
any assurance by the Commissioner [Mayor] that he will provide or contribute
funds for the necessary maintenance or medical care of the prospective
adoptee under an adoption subsidy agreement under section 3 of the Act of
July 26, 1892 (D.C. Code, sec. 3-115).

(c) A final decree of adoption may not be entered unless the prospective
adoptee has been living with the petitioner for at least six months.

(d) If it appears to be in the interest of the prospective adoptee, the court
may enter an interlocutory degree (decree] of adoption, which shall by its
terms automatically become a final decree of adoption on a day therein
named, not less than six months nor more than one year, from the date of
entry of the interlocutory decree, unless in the interim the decree shall have
been set aside for cause shown. The supervising agency shall be permitted to
visit the adoptee during the period of the interlocutory decree.

(e) The court may revoke its interlocutory decree for good cause shown at
any time before it becomes a final decree, either on its own motion or on the
motion of one of the parties to the adoption. Before the revocation, notice shall

be given thereof to all those persons or parties who were given notice of the
original petition for adoption, and an opportunity for all of them to be heard.

(f) All proceedings with reference to adoption shall be of a confidential
nature and shall be held in chambers or in a sealed courtroom with as little
publicity as the court deems appropriate. (Dec. 23, 1963, 77 Stat. 540, Pub. L.
88-241, § 1; 1973 Ed., § 16-309; Jan. 2, 1974, 87 Stat. 1061, Pub. L. 93-241,
§ 2(b); Oct. 8, 1981, D.C. Law 4-34, § 29(e), 28 DCR 3271.)
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§ 16-310. Finality of decrees of adoption.

An attempt to invalidate a tinal decree of adoption by reason of a jurisdic-
tional or procedural defect may not be received by any court of the District,
unless regularly tiled with the court within one year following the date the
final decree became effective. (Dec. 23,1963, 77 Stat. 540, Pub. L. 88-241, § 1;
1973 Ed., § 16-310.)

§ 16-311. Sealing and inspection of records and papers.

From and after the filing of the petition, records and papers in adoption
proceedings shall be sealed. They may not be inspected by any person, includ-
ing the parties to the proceeding, except upon order of the court, and only then
when the court is satisfied that the welfare of the child will thereby be pro-
moted or protected. The clerk of the court shall keep a separate docket for
adoption proceedings. (Dec. 23, 1963, 77 Stat. 541, Pub. L. 88-241, § 1; 1973
Ed., § 16-311))

§ 16-312. Legal effects of adoption.

(a) A final decree of adoption establishes the relationship of natural parent
and natural child between adoptor [adopter] and adoptee for all purposes,
including mutual rights of inheritance and succession as if adoptee were born
to adoptor (adopter]. The adoptee takes from, through, and as a representative
of his adoptive parent or parents in the same manner as a child by birth, and
upon the death of an adoptee intestate, his property shall pass and be distrib-
uted in the same manner as if the adoptee had been born to the adopting
parent or parents in lawful wedlock. All rights and duties including those of
inheritance and succession between the adoptee, his natural parents, their
issue, collateral relatives, and so forth, are cut off, except that when one of the
natural parents is the spouse of the adoptor [adopter], the rights and relations
as between adoptee, that natural parent, and his parents and collateral rela-
tives, including mutual rights of inheritance and succession, are in no wise
altered.

(b) While it is in force, an interlocutory decree of adoption has the same
legal effect as a final decree of adoption. Upon the revocation of an interlocu-
tory decree of adoption, the status of the adoptee, the natural parents of the
adoptee, and the petitioners are as though the interlocutory decree were null
and void ab initio.

(c) The family name of the adoptee shall be changed to that of the adopter
unless the decree otherwise provides, and the given name of the :idoptee may
be fixed or changed at the ‘same time. (Dec. 23, 1963, 77 Stat. 541, Pub. L.

88-241, § 1; 1973 Ed,, § 16-312))
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§ 16-313. Child as including adopted person.

In the District, “child” or its equivalent in a deed, grant, will, or other
written instrument includes an adopted person, unless the contrary plainly
appears by the terms thereof, whether the instrument was executed before or
after the entry of the interlocutory decree of adoption, if any, or before or after
the final decree of adoption became effective. (Dec. 23, 1963, 77 Stat. 541 Pub.
L. 88-241, § 1; 1973 Ed., § 16-313))

§ 16-314. Birth certificates.

(a) Upon the issuance of a final decree of adoption, an adoption form shall
be sent to the Registrar pursuant to the Vital Records Act of 1981. Unless
otherwise requested in the petition by the adopters, the Registrar shall cause
to be made a new record of the birth in the new name with the names of the
adopters and shall then cause the original birth certificate and the order of
the Court to be sealed and filed. The sealed package may be opened only by
order of the Court or by the Registrar to properly administer the Vital Records
Act of 1981.

(b) If the adoption occurred outside the District either before or after Au-
gust 25, 1937, a new certificate of birth shall be made pursuant to section 11
of the Vital Records Act of 1981. The Registrar shall seal the original birth

certificate. The sealed original birth certificate may be opened only by order of
a court of competent jurisdiction or by the Registrar to properly administer
the Vital Records Act of 1981.

(c) If the birth of the adoptee occurred outside the District the clerk of the
court shall, upon petition by the adopter, furnish him with a certified copy of
the final decree of adoption.

(d) When an adoption in the District occurred prior to August 25, 1937, the
court shall, upon presentation of a motion by a party to the proceedings, order
the clerk of the court to seal the records in the proceeding. Upon presentation
of a certified copy of the order the Mayor shall cause to be made a new record
of the birth in the new name and with the names of the adopters and shall
then cause to be sealed and filed the original birth certificate with the order of
the court. The sealed package may be opened only by order of the court. (Dec.
23, 1963, 77 Stat. 541, Pub. L. 88-241, § 1; July 29, 1970, 84 Stat. 555, Pub. L.
91-358, title I, § 145(a)2); 1973 Ed., § 16-314; Oct. 8, 1981, D.C. Law 4-34,
§ 29(f), 28 DCR 3271; Apr. 30, 1988, D.C. Law 7-104, § 4(e), 35 DCR 147.)

§ 16-315. Prior proceedings.

The provisions of this chapter have no effect prior to June 8, 1954, except to
the extent that they specifically so provide. They do not affect in any way the
rights and relations obtained by any decree of adoption entered prior to June
8. 1954. (Dec. 23, 1963, 77 Stat. 542, Pub. L. 88-241, § 1;1973 Ed., § 16-315.)
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§ 32-1001 ELEEMOSYNARY, CURATIVE, AND PenaL INsTITUTIONS

CHAPTER 10. PLACEMENT OfF CHILDREN IN FamiLy HoMes.

Sec.
b

32-1001. Purpose of chapter.

32-1002. “Child-placing agency” defined; li-
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32-1003. Appointment of committee to pro-
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composition and tenure.

32-1004. Application tor 1ssuance of licenses.
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2.1006. Agreements with foreign agencies.

2-1007. Parental rights; termination or relin-

quishment; vesting in agencies or

Sec.

Mayor: exercise in adoption pro-
ceedings.

32-1008. Refusal to issue. revocation or sus-
pension of licenses: reinstatement
or reissuance.

32-1008.1. Agency required to check enumer-
ated registers for child abuse or
neglect: effect of failure of agency
to check or obtain information.

32-1009. Violations: prosecution.

32-1010. Investigations and inspections.

32-1011. Authority to charge or receive com-
pensation for services: inability to
pay adoption costs.

§ 32-1001. Purpose of chapter.

the best interests of the District of Columbia; and to secure for him custody
and care as near as possible to that which should have been given him by his

parents. (Apr. 22, 1944, 58 Stat. 193,

ch. 174, § 1; 1973 Ed,, § 32-781.)

§ 32-1002. *Child-placing agency” defined; license re-

quired.

Any person, firm, corporation, association, or public agency that rscehlivlzsfg:

accepts a child under 16 years of agefanc‘ilplices or ;)}t;feerrst}:c;:l:x};::ts;x; acremtiv.e
ermanent care in a family home o a1 ‘ _

t:ir:]}fi(;rat;ye Otiliprd degree shall be deemed tc? be.maix}talmng. a ghllcif-glalilrr;g'
agency. No child-placing agency shall be mamtamed_m t.he Dlztrict ob.at') A
bia without a license issued by the Mayor of t.he District of olt_Jm i .Sha“,
vided, that notwithstanding any provisions ofélz 3.2-1004 such a icense i
be issued forthwith to any corporation or association chartered by specia
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of Congress and having under its charter the purposes or powers of 34Ch§ilgj
placing agency as herein defined. (Apr. 22, 1944, 58 Stat. 193. ch. 11:{1 .8.3 K
1973 Ed., § 32-782; Apr. 23, 1980, D.C. Law 3-59, § 2(a), 27 DCR 983.)
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¥ 32-1005. Persons and agencies authcrized to place chil-
dren; custody, control and visitation by agen-
cies; confidentiality of records.

(a) No person other than the parent, guardian, or relative within the third
degree, and no firm, corporation, association, or agency, other than a licensed
child-placing agency, may place or arrange or assist in placing or arranging
for the placement of a child under 16 years of age'in a family home or for
adoption. In accordance with the rules and regulations promulgated hereun-
der, any licensed child-placing agency may accept children for placement in
family homes and shall have and maintain care, custody, and control of any
such child until returned to the person from whom received or until responsi-
bility for the child is transferred to another child welfare agency or termi-
nated by the order of a court of competent jurisdiction.

(b) Every such agency shall keep and maintain careful supervision of all
children under its care, including those placed in family homes, and its offi-
cers or agents shall visit all such homes and families as often as may be
necessary to promote the welfare of such child: Provided, that legally adopted
children shall not be subject to such supervision and visitation, or other super-
vision or visitation. Every such agency shall keep such records as shall be
required by the rules and regulations promulgated hereunder and all records
regarding children and all facts learned about children and their parents or
relatives shall be deemed confidential.

(c) Records which are deemed confidential shall not be available for inspec-
tion by nor disclosed to any person, firm, corporation, association, or public
agency, except that such records shall be available for inspection by authori-
ties authorized by law to license child-placing agencies. Such records shall not
be subject to judicial subpoena in collateral proceedings, except that the li-
censed child-placing agency and the Mayor in accordance with rules and regu-
lations promulgated hereunder, may make such records, or any information
contained in such records, available:

(1) When the Mayor or such agency determines that any information
contained in such records shall promote or protect the interest and welfare of
any child the Mayor or such agency has served; and

(2) For the purpose of research if adequate safeguards are taken against
the disclosure or publication in any manner of the identity of any person
contained in such records. (Apr. 22, 1944, 58 Stat. 194, ch. 174, § 5; June 8,
1954, 68 Stat. 247, ch. 273, § 3; 1973 Ed., § 32-785; Apr. 23, 1980, D.C. Law

3-59, § 2(a), 27 DCR 983.)

§ 32-1006. Agreements with foreign agencies.

Notyvithstanding the provisions of this chapter, the Mayor is authorized to
enter into agreements with any person, firm, corpora'tion, association, or pub-
lic agency l.lcensed or authorized by a state or country for the care an'd place-
menF of minors, permitting such person, firm, corporation, association, or
pgbhf: agency to place nonresident children in foster or adopting homes in ’the
District of Columbia. The Mayor shall act pursuant to regulations promul-
gated as provided in § 32-1003. (Apr. 22,1944, ch. 174, § 5A; June 8, 1954, 68
Stat. 247, ch. 273, § 4; 1973 Ed,, § 32-785a; Apr. 23, 1980, D.C. Law 3.59, § 9

(a), 27 DCR 983.)



§ 32-1007. Parental rights; termination or relinquishment;
vesting in agencies or Mayor; exercise in adop-
tion proceedings.

(a)(1) Whenever a licensed child-placing agency shall have been given the
permanent care and guardianship of any child and the rights of the parent or
parents of such child have been terminated by order of the court of competent
jurisdiction or by a legally executed relinquishment of parental rights, the
agency is vested with parental rights and may consent to the adoption of the
child pursuant to the statutes regulating adoption procedure. Minority of a
natural parent shall not be a bar to such parent’s relinquishment to a licensed
agency.

(2} For purposes of this section, "licensed child-placing agency” shall
mean any child-placing agency licensed pursuant to this chapter or any child-
placing agency licensed or authorized by any state, territory, or possession of
the United States, by the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, or by any foreign
country or any state, province or other governmental division of any foreign
country for the care and placement of minors.

(b) No relinquishment of parental rights shall be made within the first 72
hours after birth. Prior to any relinquishment any corporation, association, or
public agency that conducts a licensed child-placing agency shall provide
counseling, by a professional social worker, to the relinquishing parent re-
garding the alternative services available in addition to psychological and
emotional counseling to both the parent and the child.

(c) Any relinquishment of parental rights executed by a single natural
parent or by both natural parents, other than by court order as provided in

this subsection, may be automatically revoked by a verified writing executed
hy the single parent or both parents respectively and submitted to the agency
within 10 calendar days of executing a legal relinquishment. Where both
natural parents execute a relinquishment of parental rights, other than by
court order, either parent may automatically revoke his or her relinquish-
ment of parental rights by executing a verified writing submitted to the
agency within 10 calendar days of executing the relinquishment. The rights of
the parent not seeking custody shall be terminated and such parent shall not
have the power to obstruct the revocation. If the 10th day falls on a Saturday,
Sunday, or legal holiday, the deadlines for filing the revocation shall be ex-
tended to the next working day. No relinquishment of parental rights shall be
considered final until the revocation period has expired with no revocation
having been made by the natural parent. Automatic revocation of relinquish-
ment can be exercised only once.

(d) A waiting period of 30 days from the date of revocation of the 1st relin-
quishment shall expire before a 2nd relinquishment can be executed. A relin-
quishment, if exercised a 2nd time, shall be irrevocable, unless an additional
right to revoke is granted by court order upon a finding by the court that the
relinquishment was not given voluntarily, e.g., the relinquishment was in-
duced by fraud, coercion, material mistake or other factors that bear on a
determination of voluntariness.

(e) Any relinquishment of parental rights and revocation thereof may be
transferred from 1 licensed child-placing agency to another child-placing
agency in which case the 2nd agency shall assume all the rights and duties of

the 1lst agency.




(D Except in proceedings for adoption, no parent may voluntarily assign or

otherwise transfer to another his rights and duties with respect to the perma-
nent care and control of a child under 16 years of age, unless such relinquish-
ment of parental rights is made to a licensed child-placing agency. Such relin-
quishment of parental rights shall be a statement in writing signed by the
person relinquishing such parental rights who shall subscribe his name
thercto and acknowledge the same before a representative of the licensed
child-placing agency in the presence of at least 1 witness. Each transfer or
relinquishment of parental rights and any revocation of said relinquishment
shall be recorded and filed by the child-placing agency in a properly sealed file

in the Family Division of the Superior Court for the District of Columbia
within 20 days after the expiration of the revocation period. Any subsequent
rclinquishment shall be filed by the child-placing agency in a properly sealed
file in the Family Division of the Superior Court of the District of Columbia

within 30 days after the date of relinquishment. Th= seal of said file shall not

be broken except for good cause shown and upon the written order of a judge of
sitid Court.
() The relinquishment form used by the child-placing agency shall contain
the following notice to the parent in clear and conspicuous language:
{1) Notice to the relinquishing parent of the parent’s automatic right of
revocation within 10 calendar days from the date of relinquishment;

{2) Notice that a relinquishment if exercised a 2nd time shall be irrevoca-
ble;

(3) Notice that the child-placing agency has a statutory obligation to file
all rnotices of the relinquishment and revocation thereof with the Superior
Court for the District of Columbia.

(h) Relinquishing parents shall be orally advised of their rights as de-
scribed in subsection (g) of this section. The child-placing agency shall orally
advise the relinquishing parent as to the nature and consequences resulting
from the execution of the relinquishment document prior to relinquishment.

(1) The Mayor or his designated agents are empowered to accept permanent
care and guardianship of any child by a legally executed relinquishment of
parental rights and when vested with such parental rights shall exercise them
in the same manner as prescribed herein for a licensed child-placing agency.
Such parental relinquishment taken by the Mayor or his designated agents
shall be subject to the same rights and requirements as to form, transfer, and
disposition as are prescribed herein for a licensed child-placing agency. (Apr.
22, 1944, 58 Stat. 194, ch. 174, § 6; June 8, 1954, 68 Stat. 248, ch. 273, § 5;
Apr. 11, 1956, 70 Stat. 113, ch. 204, § 107(c); Aug. 21, 1959, 73 Stat. 413, Pub.
L. 86-177,§ 1;July 8, 1963, 77 Stat. 77, Pub. L. 88-60, § 1; July 29, 1970, 84
Stat. 578, Pub. L. 91-358, title I, § 159(i); 1973 Ed., § 32-786; Apr. 23, 1980,
D.C. Law 3-59, § 2(a), 27 DCR 983; Apr. 4, 1984, D.C. Law 5-72, §§ 2, 3, 31
DCR 732)
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§ 32-1008. Refusal to issue, revocation or suspension of li-
censes; reinstatement or reissuance.

The Mayor may refuse to reissue or may revoke or suspend the license of
any child-placing agency after full hearing on proof of violation of any provi-
sions of this chapter or the rules and regulations promulgated hereunder.
Before any license shall be suspended or revoked the holder thereof shall have
notice in writing of the charge or charges and shall, at the date and place
specified in said notice, which shall be at least 5 days after the service thereof,
be given a hearing by said Mayor, or his designated agents, with a full oppor-
tunity to produce testimony in his, her, or its behalf. Any licensee whose
license has been suspended or revoked may, after the expiration of 90 days, on
application to the said Mayor, have the same reinstated or reissued upon
satisfactory proof that the disqualification has ceased. (Apr. 22, 1944, 58 Stat.
195, ch. 174, § 7, 1973 Ed., § 32-787; Apr. 23, 1980, D.C. Law 3-59, § 2(a), 27
DCR 983.)

§ 32-1008.1. Agency required to check enumerated regis-
ters for child abuse or neglect; effect of failure
of agency to check or obtain information.

Prior to placement of a child in a family home, a child-placing agency
licensed in the District of Columbia and the Department of Human Services
shall:

(1) Obtain written consent from applicants for release of information
from:

(A) The D.C. Child Protection Register established under Chapter 21 of
Title 6;

(B) Registers of child abuse and neglect located in all states, territories
and possessions of the United States in which the applicant has resided within
the previous 5 years; and

(C) If applicable, from any registers maintained by any branch of the
armed forces of the United States.

(2) Check the proposed placement of a child in a family home with the
Child Protection Register and, where applicable, with other registers pursu-
ant to subparagraphs (B) and (C) of paragraph (1) of this section for the
purpose of determining whether there has been a report of child abuse or
neglect. Failure of an agency to make such check prior to placement may
result in suspension, revocation, or refusal to renew that agency’s child place-
ment license. Failure of any agency to obtain information from a register due
to policies and procedures in those jurisdictions other than the District of
Columbia or the various branches of the armed forces of the United States,
prohibiting release of such information, shall not constitute a violation under

this paragraph. (Apr. 22, 1944, 58 Stat. 193, § 7a, as added Aug. 21, 1982,
D.C. Law 4-141, § 2(c), 29 DCR 2867.)



§ 32-1009. Violations; prosecution.

Any person, firm, corporation, association, or public agency who conducts a
child-placing agency without a license as provided for in this chapter or who
violates any of the provisions of this chapter shall,’'upon conviction, be fined
not more than $300 or imprisoned for not more than 90 days, or both. Prosecu-
tion for violations of such sections shall be upon information in the Criminal
Division of the Superior Court of the District of Columbia by the Corporation
Counsel of the District of Columbia. Civil fines, penalties, and fees may be
imposed as alternative sanctions for any infraction of the provisions of this
chapter, or any rules or regulations issued under the authority of this chapter,
pursuant to subchapters I through III of Chapter 27 of Title 6. Adjudication of
any infraction of this chapter shall be pursuant to subchapters I through III of
Chapter 27 of Title 6. (Apr. 22, 1944, 58 Stat. 195, ch. 174, § 8; July 8, 1963,
77 Stat. 77, Pub. L. 88-60, § 1; July 29, 1970, 84 Stat. 570, Pub. L. 91-358,
title I, § 155(a); 1973 Ed., § 32-788; Oct. 5, 1985, D.C. Law 6-42, § 444, 32

DCR 4450.)

§ 32-1010. Investigations and inspections.

The Department of Human Services is authorized to make such investiga-
tions and inspections as are necessary to carry out the provisions of this
chapter. (Apr. 22, 1944, 58 Stat. 195, ch. 174, § 9; 1973 Ed., § 32-789.)

§ 32-1011. Authority to charge or receive compensation for
services; inability to pay adoption costs.

Neither the Mayor nor any child-placing agency authorized to perform ser-
vices in connection with placing a child in a family home for adoption may
make or receive any charge or compensation whatsoever for such services,
except that a licensed child-placing agency which is organized and operated
exclusively for religious or charitable purposes and no part of the net earnings
of which can inure to the benefit of any private shareholder or individual may
be allowed to charge adoptive parents, within prescribed limits, for such ser-
vices an amount not to exceed the average costs incurred; such average costs
and prescribed limits to be determined in accordance with rules and regula-
tions promulgated by the committee created by § 32-1003. Inability of adop-
tive applicants to pay for all or any part of such costs shall not be a disqualify-
ing factor in determining whether applicants are suitable parents for the
child. (Apr. 22, 1944, ch. 174, § 12; June 8, 1954, 68 Stat. 248, ch. 273, § 6;
1973 Ed., § 32-790; Apr. 23, 1980, D.C. Law 3-59, § 2(a), 27 DCR 983.)






§ 32-1042 ELeemosyNary, CURATIVE, AND PENAL INSTITUTIONS

(1) “Child” means a person who, by reason of minority, is legally subject
to parental, guardianship, or similar control.

(2) “Placement” means the arrangement for the care of a child in a fam-
ily, boarding home, or child-care agency or institution, but does not include an
institution that cares for the mentally ill, mentally defective, or epileptic, an
institution primarily educational in character, or a hospital or other medical
facility.

(3) “Receiving state” means the state to which a child is sent, brought, or
caused to be sent or brought, whether by a public authority, a private person,
or an agency, and whether for placement with a state or local public authority
or private agency or person.

(4) “Sending state” means a party state, including the District of Colum-
bia, an officer or employee of the sending state, a subdivision of a party state,
an officer, employee, or court of the party state, or a person, corporation,
association, charitable agency, or other entity that sends, brings, or causes to
be sent or brought a child to another party state.

ARTICLE III. Conditions for placement.

(a) No sending state shall send, bring, or cause to be sent or brought into
any other party state a child for placement in foster care or prior to a possible
adoption, unless the sending state complies with each requirement set forth in
this compact and applicable laws of the receiving state that govern the place-
ment of children.

(b) Prior to sending, bringing, or causing a child to be sent or brought into a
receiving state for placement in foster care or prior to a possible adoption, the
sending state shall furnish the appropriate authority in the receiving state
written notice of the intention to send, bring, or place the child in the receiv-
ing state. The notice shall contain:

(1) The name, date, and place of birth of the child;

(2) The identity and address of the parents or legal guardian;

(3) The name and address of the person, agency, or institution to or which
the sending state proposes to send, bring, or place the child; and

(4) A full statement of the reason for the proposed action and evidence of
the authority for the proposed placement.

(c) The appropriate authority in a receiving state who receives notice pur-
suant to subsection (b) of this article may request of the sending state, and
shall be entitled to receive, supporting or additional information necessary to
carry out the purpose and policy of this compact.

(d) The child shall not be sent, brought, or caused to be sent or brought into
the receiving state until the appropriate authority in the receiving state noti-
fies the sending state, in writing, that the proposed placement does not appear
to be contrary to the interests of the child.

ARTICLE IV. Penalty for illegal placement.

Any person or state who sends, brings, or causes to be sent or brought into a
receiving state a child in violation of the terms of this compact may be pun-

382

SR A ——




INTERSTATE CoMPACT ON PLACEMENT oF CHILDREN § 32-1042

ished or subjected to a penalty in either the sending or receiving state in
accordance with the laws of each. In addition to liability for any punishment
or penalty, each violation shall constitute full and sufficient grounds for the
suspension or revocation of any license, permit, or other legal authorization
held by the sending state that authorizes it to place or care for children.

ARTICLE V. Retention of jurisdiction.

(a) The sending state shall retain jurisdiction over the child sufficient to
determine all matters that relate to the custody, supervision, care, treatment.
and disposition of the child that it would have had if the child had remained in
the sending state, until the child is adopted, reaches the age of majority.
becomes self-supporting, or is discharged with the concurrence of the appro-
priate authority in the receiving state. The sending state shall continue to
have financial responsibility for the support and maintenance of the child
during the period of the placement. Nothing contained in this compact shall
defeat a claim of jurisdiction by a receiving state to deal with an act of delin-
quency or crime committed in the receiving state.

(b) When the sending state is a public agency, it may enter into an agree-
ment with an authorized public or private agency in the receiving state to
provide for the performance of any service with respect to the child by the
receiving state as agent for the sending state.

(c) Nothing in this compact shall be construed to prevent a private charita-
ble agency authorized to place children in the receiving state from performing
services or acting as agent in the receiving state for a private charitable
agency of the sending state, nor to prevent the agency in the receiving state
from discharging financial responsibility for the support and maintenance of a
child who has been placed on behalf of the sending state without relieving the
responsibility set forth in subsection (a) of this article.

ARTICLE VI. Institutional care of delinquent children.

A child adjudicated delinquent may be placed in an institution in another
party state pursuant to this compact, but no placement shall be made unless
the child is given a court hearing, with an opportunity to be heard after notice
to the parent or guardian, before the child is sent to the party state for institu-
tional care and the court finds that:

(1) Equivalent facilities for the child are not available in the sending
state; and

(2) Institutional care in the receiving state is in the best interest of the
child and will not produce undue hardship.

ARTICLE VII. Compact administrator.

The appropriate authority shall be the general coordinator of activities
under this compact in his or her state and who, acting jointly with the appro-
priate authority of other party states, shall promulgate rules and regulations
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in accordance with the procedures established by subchapter I of Chapter 15 of
Title 1.

ARTICLE VIII. Limitations.

This compact shall not apply if:
(1) A child is sent or brought into a receiving state by his parent, step-

parent, grandparent, adult brother or sister, adult uncle or aunt, or his guard-
ian, or if the child is left with the relative or nonagency guardian in the
receiving state.

(2) A child is placed, sent, or brought into a receiving state pursuant to
any other interstate compact to which both the state from which the child is
placed and the receiving state are parties, or to any other agreement between
the sending and receiving states that has the force of law.

ARTICLE IX. Enactment and withdrawal.

This compact shall be open to joinder by any state, territory, or possession of
the United States, the District, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and, with
the consent of Congress, the government of Canada or any Canadian province.
The compact shall be effective when the jurisdiction has enacted the compact
into law. Withdrawal from this compact shall be by the enactment of a statute
that repeals the compact, but the repeal shall not take effect until 2 years
after the effective date of the statute that repeals the compact and written
notice of the withdrawal has been given by the withdrawing state to the
executive head of each other party jurisdiction. Withdrawal of a party state
shall not affect the rights, duties, or obligations under this compact of any
sending state with respect to a placement made prior to the effective date of

withdrawal.

ARTICLE X. Construction and severability.

The provisions of this compact shall be liberally construed to effectuate the
purposes of the compact. If this compact is held to be contrary to the constitu-
tion of any party state, the compact shall remain in effect as to the remaining
states and in effect as to the state affected as to all severable matters. (Sept.
20, 1989, D.C. Law 8-30, § 2, 36 DCR 4744.)

Legislative history of Law 8-30. — See
note to § 32-1041.
Short title. — See note to § 32-1041,
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Missionaries of Charity Project
Status Report
January 25, 1995

Page 2

The Sisters plan to renovate a home belonging to the Missionaries of Charity
located in the District of Columbia. The home is currently used as a shelter for
pregnant women. The renovation is required to comply with regulations designed to
assure a safe and healthy environment for children.

The attorneys have been involved in securing compliance with District of
Columbia regulations for temporary homes. They have met with the Commissioner
of the Commission on Social Services and her Special Assistant and representatives
from the public affairs department. There is great enthusiasm among these District
officials in the success of the project. The attorneys have had ongoing discussions
with the District of Columbia Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs to
obtain permits and to assure that any renovations comply with regulations.

The Missionaries of Charity have retained Wohlmuth Architects Associates to
assist in the permit and renovations process. The architects and attorneys will
conduct a site visit of the home in the next few weeks to determine the work that
must be done.

Depending on the efforts required, it is the hope of all involved that a home wiill
be ready in the late Spring.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 25, 1995

Mother Theresa
Missionaries of Charity
54A - A.J.C. Bose Road
Calcutta, India 700016

Dear Mother Theresa,

I wish to extend my best wishes for a happy and peaceful
1995 and share news of the progress we are making on the
Washington project. When we were last together at the National
Prayer Breakfast, I committed to helping you establish a home for
children awaiting adoption or placement in foster homes. I am
pleased to report that, although it has taken longer than you or
I would like, we have made significant progress.

Your goal in establishing the home, as you shared it with
me, is to provide the option of adoption to pregnant women who do
not want to carry their children to term or raise them after
birth. To that end, we have been working in close consultation
with Sandy McMurtrie and a group of volunteer experts. Most of
our efforts have gone into dealing with the many regulations of
the District of Columbia that govern children’s welfare
institutions.

Originally, the Missionaries of Charity expressed a desire
to obtain a license in the District of Columbia to operate an
adoption agency. Consequently, we reviewed the D.C. Code and the
applicable regulations concerning child placement agencies, which
present several obstacles for the Sisters. Significantly, the
regulations require that the personnel operating the agency hold
specified advanced degrees and have several years of experience.
The Sisters could not easily comply with the regulations.

Therefore, we next explored the idea that the Missionaries
of Charity work in conjunction with Catholic Charities in
accomplishing the goals of the project. cCatholic Charities
currently has a license to operate a child placement agency in
the District of Columbia. We met with representatives from
Catholic Charities and discussed an arrangement whereby the
Missionaries of Charity would refer infants to Catholic Charities
for placement. The Sisters would operate a home for the infants
while they were waiting for placement.



To further this plan, we have had ongoing discussions with
the District of Columbia Department of Health and Human Services
concerning the creation of a home for infants to reside
temporarily prior to being placed with adoptive families.
Several officials are presently helping us to facilitate this,
and they have been extremely cooperative.

At this juncture, we are exploring the option of renovating
the home belonging to the Missionaries of Charity that is
currently used as a shelter for pregnant women. Renovation would
be required to comply with the laws of the District of Columbia
to assure a safe and healthy environment for children. We have
engaged architects to assist in exploring the feasibility of the
renovation option, and they are in the process of completing
their assessment. Should this option be chosen, the attorneys we
have engaged will then complete the necessary applications to
allow children to reside in the home.

We all recognize the urgency of creating a warm and loving
home for these children and will do our best to ensure that the
project moves along as quickly as possible under the circum-
stances. I am meeting with Sandy McMurtrie and Sister Priscilla
today and I know they will share our conversation with you.

I am anticipating a trip to India in late March. I hope
very much that I will have the opportunity to visit with you when
I am there. Wishing you all God’s blessing in the critical work
you do, I am

Sincerely yours,

Hillary |[Rodham Clinton








