























BC-HILLARY-MONGOLIA Pl onsolia
Hillary Clinton visits nomads in Mongolia

By Laurence McQuillan

ULAN BATOR, Mongolia (Reuter) - First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
Thursday visited a family of Mongolian nomads and sipped mare's milk, nibbled
cheese made from fermented cow's milk and learned about their wandering ways.

After arriving in the Mongolian capital from China, Clinton and a group
of aides, secret service agents and journalists drove for some 45 minutes on
gravel roads that cut through the green expanse of the nomads' homeland.

Clinton stopped at a ger, a round white tent, of Zanabaatar, an ageing
grandfather whose place at the head of his family means he has no first name.

After entering the ger, which by custom always faces south to avoid harsh
northerly winds, Clinton quickly learned that in this part of the world --
where the nomadic lifestyle has developed over thousands of years -- tradition
means a lot.

She was promptly offered a silver bowl brimming with the fermented milk
of a mare which she accepted. It would be considered an insult to reject the
potion.

“*It tastes like what we call yogurt,'' she said smiling.

She also tried some cheese, made from the fermented milk of
a cow, and smiled graciously suggesting that the handful of reporters who had
squeezed into the ger also taste it.

Clinton, through an interpreter, chatted amicably with the extended
family -- which included seven round-faced children.

She was shown some of their prized possessions, including small snuff
boxes -- including one that has been handed down in the family for generations
and another that was described as modern.

"TIt's so beautiful,!'' said Mrs. Clinton, who stopped short of sampling
any of the contents. Instead, she sniffed the outside of the containers.

As horses, cows and yaks roamed outside, the U.S. first lady was told
about life where home is where your ger is. The family expects to move three

to four times between now and November -- each time searching for better
grazing areas and a safe location from the harsh winter.
Ulan Bator is the world's coldest capital -- with temperatures plunging

to minus 40 Fahrenheit.

Clinton was also taken outside, past piles of flattened dung, to watch a
mare be milked.

And she watched the grandchildren compete in a horse race, and promptly
rewarded all of the contestants with candies.

Later, she had lunch with Mongolian President Punsalmaagiin Ochirbat, and
was entertained by a series of performers including singers who made their
voices sound like electronic instruments and a 13-year-old female
contortionist who twisted her body into seemingly impossible positions.

In an arrival statement for the mainly symbolic two-day visit, she
announced a new $4.5 million aid package for Mongolia.

Her visit was part of American efforts to build close ties with Mongolia
since it became independent from the former Soviet Union five years ago and
adopted a democratic form of government.
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