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Papal protests

New Delhi visit expected
to stir up rival religions

B\

NEW DELHI — When Pope John Paul II
arrives in New Delhi today, he will attract more
than the usual flock of Roman Catholic faithful.

His visit is the focal point of an increasingly
hostile faceoff in India between Hindu revival-
ists and their Christian rivals, who are locked in
an epic battle of the faiths.

The IHindu groups accuse Christian mission-
aries of stepping up their activities in remote
rural areas in a bid to win millions more con-
verts by 2000. Leaders say the purported cam-
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paign threatens the future of the world’s only
Hl‘ndu~ma\jority nation.

_ “We are trying to save our [Hindu] civiliza-
tion. We don't want to become another Incas or
Mayas who end up in a museum,” said Shiva
Subramanya, a spokesman for the Sanskriti
Ranksha Manch, or [Hindu] Cultural Survival
forum. Mr. Subramanya claimed India was

under grave threat” from the “world Christian
conversion catnpaign.”

_He and other Hindu leaders accuse the mis-
sionaries of using force and inducement to con-
vert millions of poor Hindus to Christianity —
charges the Christian groups deny. The Hindu
groups have seized on the pope’s visit to demand
that he use his influence to halt so-called “false
conversions.”

They have also demanded the
pope apologize for alleged atroc-
ities committed by Catholic colo-
nizers in the southern state of Goa,
a former Portuguese colony. One
group, the radical World Hindu
Council, claims more than 75,000
Indians were massacred by the
Portuguese during the 16th cen-
tury, when the Inquisition was in
full swing.

“He apologized in Israel and
South America, why can't he
apologize here?” asked Mr. Sub-
ramanya.

Christian groups dismiss the
charges as ludicrous, noting that
after nearly 2,000 years of Christi-
anityin India, Christians comprise
only 2.3 percent of India's 1 billion
people. They also say there is no
question of apologies. .

“How farback in history are you
going to go? Are you going to ask
Macedonia and Greece to apolo-
gize for Alexander the Great's in-
vasion of India?" asked Catholic
Archbishop Alan de Lastic of New
Delhi. “Why should we make him

go through this?”

The pope arrives in New Delhi
tonight for a two-day visit, his first
to India since 1986. He will partici-
pate in a congregation of Asian
bishops, meet Indian secular and
religious leaders, and celebrate a
Mass on Sunday at Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium in the capital.

But what was intended as a rou-
tine visit of the Catholic leader has
been transformed into a battle of
religious wills. The Nov. 7Mass co-
incides with the major Hindu fes-
tival of Diwali, a fact that has fur-
ther fueled tensions in advance of
the papal visit.

Hundreds of paramilitary
troops have been stationed outside
the stadium and in front of the
Vatican Embassy, where the pope
will be staying. The church de-
clined other security measures, in-
cluding a bulletproof glass shield
in front of the pulpit for the Mass,
saying it would detract from the
religious ceremony.

Meanwhile, hundreds of Hindu
supporters turned out for a protest
in the capital yesterday, timed to
coincide with the arrival of a group
of Hindu zealots who completed a
1,000-mile procession from Goa to

New Delhi.

They arrived in a truck deco-
rated with scenes from the Inquisi-
tion and plastered with Hindi-
language slogans condemning
forced conversions.

The standoff is as much political
as religious. Christian groups ac-
cuse the governing Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) of fueling a
surge in attacks on Christians over
the past 18 months.

The Hindu nationalist party,
which came to power at the head
of a governing coalition in March
1998 and was re-elected last
month, has close ties with more
radical Hindu groups and is ac-
cused of fostering communal ten-
sions.

The BJP denies any role in the
more than 100 attacks on Chris-
tians cited by church and human
rights groups, including the rape
of several nuns and the murder of
two priests. .

Home Minister Lal Krishna Ad-
vani, the Hindu hard-liner who is
in charge of internal security, dis-
missed the demand by the party's
radical allies for a dual apology as
“inappropriate” and vowed to
make the papal visit a “glittering

success.”

Many believe that the focus on
the Inquisition is little more than a
smoke screen for the real source of
conflict — the increasing inroads
by Christian missionaries into re-
mote tribal communities in India's
volatile northeast. The Hindus ac-
cuse Christian groups of preying
on vulnerable low-caste Hindus
and tribal animists and of sponsor-
ing bloody separatist movements
in the northeastern states, several
of which are now majority Chris-
tian.

The Christian groups deny the
charges, saying they are being tar-
geted by high-caste Hindus who
feel threatened by the missionar-
ies’ message of equality and oppo-
sition to the Hindu caste system.
Furthermore, they say, the intimi-
dation campaign launched by
Hindu groups violates the consti-
tution, which guarantees all reli-
gions the right to preach and pros-
elytize frecly.

“The pope will go away, hut the
hate will remain,” said John Dayal,
president of the United Christian
Forum for Human Rights. “This is
a concern not only of Christians,
but of all religious leaders.”




et L AL D R f -1 - Y 4
WAL TR oy

L No. S8
/ :"uf iy - \
L ' 1‘]” , :
LARRY DUB m :'“‘f IXT KXY
ATTORNEY AT Law ,' ‘ T T
I

T
‘lfl ! YK LT T L2 1 sToowD
|

Adbagrrid [mar, R L, Nyw Yorx
Auglist 4,,1999
Hon. Edward S. Walker, Jr. "
U.S. Ambassador to Israel I lll;r
Hayarkon Street i 1
Tel Aviv, Israel -
Via Fax & Regular Mail I qg ;

Re: Planned Visit of First Lady Hill

Dear Ambassador Walker, ' | ‘:Ef

, !
:‘ﬂ [

I am wrting to request your assistance in seomﬁg ,_';appomtment for me
o=

to meet with Mrs. Clinton during her upcoming ,fyﬁné o Israel, planned for
I !

I b

September 1999. /

'L“ ;‘“
ool I : :
As you are aware, there has been much dis ation regarding my chent

.
Jonathan Pollard’s case, and I would welcome the opportunity to present

the facts of the case to Mrs. Clinton, to enable ilicr to formulate an
inforined position on the matter. I believe that },!idnfifbresence at such a
meeting, would be of value. If you would be s " ld!idf as to facilitate a

ta rals
meeting with the first lady at the earliest possil;lé date, I would be most

appreciative,

S NARKkIs STREET P.O BOx 23550 JERUSALEM, ISRAEL 91'23'«'1_' ,PHON‘E: (02) 6231 485 FaAX: (02) 6255 984
(02) 6255 946 :0Pd (02) 6231 485 :HV 91234,'.0’5!6?1' 23590 .7.N 5 0P 3N"
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Doy WIZO - WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL
et ZIONIST ORGANISATION
CXJNSULTA’DVE STATUS WITH
E.C.0.5.0.C. U.N,
MEMBER OF UN!CEF _2_

Wi20 FEDERATIONS:

Asgentina
Austraiia
Auslria
Belgium &

LUsxembourg

Boltvla '

Bmgaﬂa '
Canada !
Chie
Colombia
Costa Rica -
Curecso
Czech
Denmark

Dominican Repybfic

Ecuvador
Estonla
Fintang
Franca
Germany
Glbrallar

Great Britaln &

retand
Greece
Guatomala
Hoftand
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Izraet

taly !
Jagan | f
Jameln |
Latvia |
Lithuvania
Mexico

New Zealand
Norway
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Portugal
Singapore
South Africa
Spain
Sweden
Switzerlang
US.A.
Uruguay
Veneniela
Zimbabwe

You are probably awara of the activities of Haddasah thvoughout the U.S.A.

For many years, W1ZO was not active in the U.S.A. due foa "gentlemen’s
agreement”  with Hadassah. However, things have changed and WIZO has
been active in the USA since 1882 and holds a high proﬁle and Important role In
the American Jewish Community. WIZO USA has chapters all over the country,
including: New York, New Jersey, Cleveland, Washington, Chicago, Florlda,
Atlanta, Texas, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Orange County and San Diego.

WIZO's activities in Israel begin with the very young and over 52,000 infants,
chiidren and youth benefit from a network of services including: day care centers,
therapeutlc child centers and after schaol clubs. Tens of thousands of youngsters
attend WIZO's networks of schools, youth villages and youth clubs. In addition,
WIZO operates unique rehabillitation and advancement services of marginal youth
and young girls in distress.

Since its inception, WIZO has been actively advancing and promoting the status
of women in Israel. We operate two shelters and a half way house for battered
women and thelr children, emergency hotlines, and three centers for the
prevention and treatment of domestic violence. In recent years, WIZO has
became involved In advancing women In politics by’ directly encouraging and
supporting women candidates from all political parties, in an attempt to increass
the number of women In the Knesset, whilst mamtalmng our non-partisan policy..

Our members all over the wortd who are already prapanng for this Conferencs,
would be more than delighted and honoured if you could accept my invitation.

I look forward to receiving your positive reply, and thank you for your kind
attention.

Sincerely yours, .

Michal Modal
President Word WIZO

ADDRESS: 38. DAVID HAMELECH BLVD, TEL-AVIV, ISRAEL, TEL $72-3-6923717, P.0.B. 33159, CODE 61331, CABLES: ISRAWIZO TEL-AVIV

FAX. 972-3-6958267




PROPOSED USAID IDEAS FOR FLOTUS VISIT

In the four USAID countries to be covered in this visit, USAID
has micro-credit programs in each location, girls' education
programs in Egypt and Morocco, and women's empowerment issues in
the Palestian territories and Egypt.

EGYPT

it s Support for the appointment of women as judges would be
advanced through a meeting with prominent Egyptian female lawyers
and legal officers, possibly together with key Egyptian (male)
judges. Egypt is on the cusp of appointing women as judges, but
needs encouragement to do so; having female judges is critical to
the judiciary's understanding the perspective of the women before
it; and as a lawyer Mrs. Clinton is uniquely qualified in this
area.

Background to idea: Egypt does not appoint any women to
either the regular judiciary or to the State Council
(administrative law) judiciary (also the body from which
Ministry legal advisors are usually drawn), although there is no
legal impediment to doing to. The leading candidate for
appointment as next head of the administrative prosecution is
female, but opposition has been expressed based on her gender.
Many other Arab countries, however, including conservative Sudan
and Yemen, as well as Morocco, Tunisia, Lebanon, Jordan, and
Syria, have a number of female judges.

There is currently a great deal of activity in support of
appointing women as judges. For instance, a conference has just
been held, under Mrs. Mubarak's patronage, on the role of women
in the judiciary in other Arab countries, to build support for
their appointment to the Egyptian judiciary. Mrs. Clinton's
meeting with female legal leaders (both private lawyers and women
in the GOE) would express support for appointment of women as
judges, as well as for a larger role for women in other parts of
the GOE legal establishment.

The arguments raised against the appointment of women as
judges generally are (a) primarily, that they're too emotional
and not tough enough to deal with the necessary sordid matters;
(b) the regular judiciary is transferred from region to region
from time to time (note-State Council judges are not); and (c)
occasionally strictures of Islamic law are cited. On the last
point, however, it should be noted that both Sudan and Yemen,
which are much more conservative countries, have female judges,
and many commentators state that the issue is one of
interpretation of Islamic law, not immutable principles of

Islamic law.
]












Hand in Hand Association - Hot Line, Helping Hand & HumanLife - DR ™1 1128012 |31 M2 00 MGR)NK - T2 T DTN

INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT
Mrs. Shelly Hoshen

"CHAIR WOMAN
Mrs, Sara Netanyahu

FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE
Mrs. Ruth Ofer

BOARD
MJx S. Hoshen
Ma. X Gertner
Mrs. L. Tenacr
Mrs. B.Oz

- M. R, Naor

HONORARY MEMBERS
Prof. E. Maom

Prof. |, Orbech
Prof. H, Granot

Dr.S. 2

Or. A. Rmerman

*HOTLINE® CONMITTEE
Dr. L. Kbsse!’

Mss. B.0z 1

Mrs. E Rarenduch

Mrs. N, Golambezk

Mrs. R. Meir

Mrs. S. Bus-niv

*HOTLINE"
PROFESEJONAL
ADVISOI Dr. G. Weisman

nNANcuL ADYMOR
Mr. M, Shagira
"WORM pomes*

Children meriic
Mn. S. - President
Dr. G. Wedman
Mrs. R. Efion
Mrs. Z Freequan
. MY, Algrin

ISRAEL BRANCHES
Tdavy

03.52227m32

(11]

-522600)
03-‘231!63

M-n r Mizochi
24, xﬁmﬂm
0266271

BRANCHES WORLD WIDE
Los-angeles 344-1664
Bonon 5663516

*WARM HOMES* FOR
. CHILDREN IN NEED

Pcrmil Na. for
donsian - AT 4812731

“HOT LINE* AND
HELPING HAND
Noa-Profit Orgasizstion
- No, $8009-1846
Income Taz Exevmpeed
Permil No, far
dontian - A,/C 4500830

NITIR

29\10\98

Mrs. Hillary Clznton,

First Lady,
United States of America

The White House,
washington, D.C.

Dear Mrs. Clinton, . .

I would like to wish you our heartiest
congratulations and very best wishes on your birthday,
and a lot of loye from the children at the Warm Home
n @fa, Israel.

It ;;_;& greggﬁpleasure to let you know that

has

the "Warm Home" i in y

moved into its new building in Jaffa and that
both Jewish and Arab children will benefit £rom
the warmth and love that the "Warm Home" cah
offer. The new Home has been awarded with the
recognition of excellence for the 50th Jubilee

of the State of Israel.

In view of the peace Accord signed last week

in washington between Israel and the Palestinians,

I was given to understand that President Clinton

and you Mrs. Clinton will be guests of honour in

Gaza. At this opportunity , I would be delighted
ﬁo invite you to visit and open the "Warm Home"

and ybur présence would be our great honour and

bring much happiness and joy to the children.

With best wished I am

Youwncerej}%
i (g W

Internatio President

79 DIEZNGORY St Tel-Aviv 64396 P.O.B 11570 TEL-AVIV 61114
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