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Why is UBAID terminating its support to Mexico's family planning
program?

During the more than twenty years that USAID has provided
assistance to the Mexican population program, our relationship
has matured into an effective partnership. Given the strong and
continuous leadership and commitment by the Mexican government to
its population program and its success in providing family
planning services, the present level of USAID technical and
programmatic assistance will not be needed by the end of 199%98.
our recent support, which focussed on expanding access to quality
family planning services in rural and peri-urban areas, is being
successfully replaced.by our Mexican partners. We are entering a
new phase of collaboration, encouraging other developing
countries in the region and worldwide to learn from Mexico's
experience.

. USAID assistance now represents less than S percent of
public sector expenditures on population, with over 90.
percent provided by Mexican institutions, and other donors
accounting for less than 5 percent.

A Health and demographic indicators highlight the success of
Mexico's family planning program:

* Women in union using a contraceptive method
increased from 30.2% in 1976 to 66.5% in 1995, among
the highest levels in Latin America.

- The average number of children per woman declined
from 6.4 in 1972 to 2.8 in 1995.

+ The rate of natural population growth declined from
3.39% in 1972 to 2.05% in 1995; considering net
outmigration, population growth in Mexico is now 1.8%.

. Mexico 1s recognized by the international population
community as a leading source for South-to-South cooperation
and a resource for developing programs both within the Latin
America region and worldwide.

. As USAID support for family planing in Mexico phases down,

funding will decrease from $9.3 million FY 1997 to $3 (o]
million in FY 1998.
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