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MACEDONIA
1. REFUGEE CAMPS AND COLLECTIVE CENTERS

There are eight refugee camps/transit centers, including the new
camp that will open on April 29. Of these, Stankovic I and
Stankovic II, the largest and closest, are the best options for
a visit. Stankovic I, with 27,900 people, is run by the U.S.
PVO Catholic Relief Services and The majority of its tents are
from USAID. CARE/Australia runs Stankovac II, with 16,000
people. Both are about 20 minutes outside the city. The next
closest camp, Radusa, is smaller and is a 40 minute drive from
the capital.

We will begin May 5 to process refugees for entry into the U.S.
at a facility located between Stankovac I and II. A visit to
that facility and a discussion with refugees would be possible.

2. HOST FAMILIES

Almost 80,000 Kosovar refugees (of the total 142,650) are living
with host families. A visit to one such family would highlight
the important role host families have played in accommodating
refugees.

3. NATO TROOPS

There are no U.S. troops in Macedonia, but British, French and
German NATO forces have been instrumental in providing
assistance. A visit to either transit center would allow
contact with the small contingent of British and French troops
who remain in the camps. Also, a visit to NATO base, about 20
minutes from the capital, would be a possible.

4. SKOPJE MEETINGS

Meetings in Skopje could be arranged with the President and
other government officials. Such a meeting could be used to
highlight our efforts to move refugees from Macedonia to the
U.S., Albania and other European countries, and to encourage the
government to allow additional transit centers. Meetings could
also easily be arranged with UNHCR and NGOs.

U.S. aircraft have not been flying into Skopje for security
reasons. A visit to Macedonia may require driving from
Thessoliniki, a 3-4 hour drive.



ALBANIA
1. REFUGEE CAMPS AND COLLECTIVE CENTERS:

There are apparently two camps in the Tirana area, in relatively close
proximity to the capital. Both sound like possibilities.

One, the Lakeside Refugee Camp, is at a municipal sports facility, is close
to the Embassy, and was visited by Atwood. It holds several thousand
persons in tents, 60 of which were supplied by the U.S.

Another, "Mullet," is about 20 minutes from the Embassy. It was initially
conceived as a transit center, but now has become a regular refugee camp
with an estimated 4000-5000 refugees. Senator Inhofe visited this facility,
which | am told is tented.

There are also collective centers -- smaller institutions, like schools, where
refugees are housed.

Finally, the port of Durres, probably a 10-15 minute helicopter ride, has
several camps, and also is an important transit point for relief supplies.
However, logistical and security concerns may well mitigate against
consideration of sites there.

2. HOST FAMILIES.

Many Kosovars are hosted by Albanian families in the Tirana area. A visit
to one such family might highlight the generosity of the Albanian people.

3. JTF SHINING HOPE Gir oA

At Rinas Airport in Tirana, a visitor could meet with the Comander of our
JTF Shining Hope, the U.S. military humanitarian relief operation. A visitor
could be briefed on (and could witness) procedures for receiving and
transporting supplies, flight control operations, etc.
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United Stafes Office of the Associate Director
> for information
Information e
gency Chiet Information Officer

WASHINGTON DC 20847-0001

May 6, 1999
MEMORANDUM FOR JULIA TAFT
FROM: Jonathan Spalter &
SUBJECT: USIA’s Kosovo Refugee Internet Initiative

Julia,

1 wanted you to know the President announced yesterday in his speech in Germany the
Information Bureau’s Kosovo Refugee Internet Assistance Inidative. We are now up and
runniug in Skopje, and are moving equipment in to refugee centers in France, Germany, Poland,
and at Fort Dix. ] think this is a very valuable model not only for future collaboration with the
private sector on humanitarian crises, but also for how technology can be employed to address
the needs of refugee populations. I appreciated your support as we worked to get this program
oft the ground, and [ will continue to kcep you posted on our progress.

Attachment
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT:  Kelly Loes/Therasa Markiw
May 6, 1999 E-MAIL: kiees OR tmmarkiw@usia.gov
Release No. 025-39 PHONE: (202) 6194355

United Ststes (nfarmation Agurcy

\ 's NEWS RELEASE

President Clinton Announces USIA-Led Public/Private Partuership Initiative
Providing Technology Support to Kosovo Refagees

Washington, D.C. — President Clinton announced today during his visit with Kosovar refugees
in Ingelbeim, Germany, the establishment of the Kosovar Refugee Intermet Assistance
Initiative, a public/private partnership to provide refugees with independent, objective, and
rcliable Albanian-]language news and information from various reputable news sources such as
the Voice of America, Radio Free BEurope, and WORLDNET. This partnership also will provide
the rcfugees with access to the Internet at interactive information centexs in refugee sites in
Poland, France, Germany, the Balkans, and Fort Dix in New Jersey.

Spearheaded by USIA's Information Bureau, the partnership links U.S. government agencies
with innovative information teclmology companies, NGOs, and foundations in a coordinated
effort to bring refugee communities more than US$500,000 of donated technology hardware,
software, and related equipment and services. This partoership also is warking %o provide
intemational relief arganizations with approptiate technology 1o S\q)pcntlmrwnnmnngmdvml
humanitarian effors in the Balkans.

"Mecting the pressing and real information needs of the refugees is a critical task. We are doing
so in partnexship with innovative technology companies, non-govermnental organizations, and
foundations by bamessing the powerful new tools of the information age,” said Jonathan Spalter,
USIA Associate Director for Information and Chief Infarmation Officer.

The organizations taking the lead in this partnership include SGI and Cisco Systemns, Inc., The
Document Company, Xerox, Gateway and the Waitt Family Foundation, RISO, Inc., MVS
USA, Hewlett-Packard Company, International Data Group, the National Technology Alliance,
3M, the David SamofY Corporation, Autometric, Inc., Apple Compazr, Inc., and the Markle
Foundation. This partnership will deliver hardware, software, canmecuivity, and technical and
financial support directly to international relief organizations working with Kosovar refugees.

"Bringing modern technology to the aid of the refugees of Kosovo through the Refugee Internet
Assistance Initiative is one of the great ways that the information technology community can
help the relief effort. This public/private partnership is an important step forward in our effort to
help the Kosovars," said Gateway Chairman and CEO Ted Waitt.

United States Informatiou Ageacy, 301 4* Strect, SW, Washington, D.C. 20547
Tel: (202) 619-4355, Fax: (202) 619-6988
www.usia.goyv
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The United States Information Agency, headed by Acting Director Penn Kemble, is an
independent foreign affairs agency within the executive branch that explains and supports U.S.
foreign policy and national security Interests ahroad through 3 wide range of information
programs. The Agency promates mutual understanding betwean the United States and other
countries through a series of educational and cultural exchange activities

USIA's programs include the Voice of America, Radlo and TV Mart, the WORLDONET satellite
television systam, the dally Washington File newswire, the Fulbright scholarship program, the
Intermational Visitor Program, the Speakers and Speclalists Program, twee Foreign Press
Centers in the United States, and a network of overseas resource and cultural centers. The
Agency has 190 posts in 141 countries.

The USIA domestic server can be accesaed through hitpJ/www.usia.gov or through most search
engines on the Internet
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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SW1A 2AA

From the Chief Press Secretary 11 May 1999

Dear Melanne

FIRST LADY’S VISIT TO LONDON

I know thar time is very short when you are in London, and that the First
Lady is already due to do a major event with Cherie. However, given that she
will be going on to see refugees in the Balkans, and given that Tony and Cherie
made a very powerful visit there last week, 1 wondered whether it might be
worth organising a brief refugees event in London. This would both set up your
enward journey, and from our perspective show Cherie’s continuing commitment
and underline the key message we have been seeking to communicate, namely:

e it is because of the refugees that we are engaged in the conflict;

e they are not being properly heard because there are no pictures inside
Kosovo;

e the international comrnunity is working together to help them:;
e we will not stop pushing their case until they are home.

Fiona tells me there may be a spare hour in the programme. If the idea
appeals, it seems to me there are various options:;

1. Kill two birds with one stone, and invite Kosovar Albanian children to the
Childline Conference - no greater child abuse than seeing your father shot,
your mother raped, your home burnt down.
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2. First Lady and Cherie visit the Foreign Office exhibition of refugee
children’s pictures (easy but not very powerful).

3. We bring down from Yorkshire or Scotland some of the children who
have been re-settled here, and set up a separate event.

4. They meet representative leaders of the Kosovar Albanian community in
London.

S. They visit a well-known Albanian café in the West End.

My own preference would be 3, followed by 1. This would obviously require
a lot of work to pull off at short notice, not to mention liaison with the Home
Office, Scottish Office, etc. If the idea appeals, perhaps you could let Fiona
know. I am in Brussels and Germany until Thursday, but if I’'m not contactable
you can speak to Hilary Coffman in my office, to whom I am copying this letter.

I hope we can organise something, Your trip to the region is hugely
important, and if we can get three days publicity out of it, with a UK angle, then
from our perspective it would be very worthwhile.

I am copying this letter to Fiona, and 1o Magi Cleaver.

Yours sincerely

M Uadis
V} ALASTAIR CAMPBELL
" Chief Press Secretary

The Honourable Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to the First Lady



