





Oﬁ‘if:c of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance
Disaster Assistapce Response Team
[LSaih) )

w.'rl-

Humanitanan response stories: American NGOs, International Medical Corps,
Intemational Rescue Committee, Catholic Relief Services, and Mercy Corps Intemanonal

General: All of the 2bove agencies had emergency, humanitarian relief operations
Kosovo pror to the evacuation. They all quickly used their human and techadcal
resources to the emergency needs in Macedonia.

ional Medi s: HQ, 1Los Angeles
Border Response

IMC was the only agency with 24 hour coverage during the border crisis, at both the
Blace border area and the Jaznice border crossing. This coverage continues. At Blace,
during the height of the crisis when there were approximately 65,000 refugees blocked in
“no-man’s” land between the Mecedonian and Serbian border, IMC was the only
emergency medical response agency. Dunng a 10-day period, IMC accessed “no-man’s”
land to ovacuate and treat over $,000 people for exhauction, dehydration, and other
cntical medical 1ssues. IMC maintained stretcher-bearer teams to evacuate these people
to three IMC staffed emergency teated clinics. IMC established [onger-term weatmeny
faciifties in tenrs a1 the border for eiderly and vuinerabie refugees 10 stubilize thein
condition prior to tramsport to camps.

Camps

IMC 1s in charge of vaccination services to all children O-5 in the camps. Thisis a
critical task given the extremely low coverage rates for children armving from Kosovo
and the heightened risk of epidemics due to the crowded conditions in refugee camps in
Macedonia. IMC also provides primary health care services for over 20,000 refugees in
Stankovac 2 camp and maintains 24 hour emergency coverage in the camp.

International Rescue Committee; HOQ, New York

Border Response

At Blace, sanitation conditions were reaching cntical dimensions due to the
overcrowding and back up at the border. IRC rapidly responded by sending in
canstruction tcams 10 dig pit latrines, construct basic privacy buoths and latrine plates,
and organize refugee work teams to deal with the sanitation problems. IRC also arranged
for water tankers to be trucked to the border and distributed water containers to families
blocked in “no-man’s land”.

Camps
IRC was among the first NGOs to take a serious management role in camps in

Macedonia.  Their leadership in constructing latrines (over 1000 to date in both
Qtanlkenvac | and 2 campg) hag helped prevent serious public health threats 1n these






























