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Advancing Philanthropy through
Educatton, Traimng and Advocacy

April 17, 1995

The Honorable John Mica

Chairman, House Civil Service Subcommittee
336 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Mica:

It is with a great deal of concern that I write and ask you to reconsider your position on
restricting access to the Combined Federal Campaign.

Thousands of small, not-for-profit organizations depend upon the annual combined
workplace campaign for funds to carry out their programs. Also, many workers rely upon the
payroll deduction option as a means to be able to give more generously. It is much more
affordable to be able to give $5 per week than to have to write a $260 check. Many would not be
able to write a check for that amount at any given time.

The purpose of the combined campaign is to allow 501(c)3 organizations an opportunity
to solicit, in a very cost effective manner, the large numbers of people who are gathered in various
workplaces around the country--in fact, around the world, given the multi-national presence of
many large American corporations and military and government operations.

The cost of soliciting these people individually in their homes would be staggering.

Your proposals, while well-intentioned, pose threats to the integrity of America’s
voluntary philanthropic tradition and run the real risk of setting the stage for real but unintended
consequences. For a donor to an organization to be able to take a deduction for that contribution,
the organizaton must be designated 501(c)3 by the Internal Revenue Service. The IRS has an
established process for allotting these determinations. Once that determination has been made, it
is the role of the administrator of the fund-raising process to ensure the legality and ethicality of
the campaign, not the worthiness of the organization doing the soliciting. Thatis a decision which
individual donors make. Several organizations which may have seemed marginal at best ten years
ago are now major forces in our society, because times change, needs change and the focus of
various groups within our society changes. The same process works in the opposite direction
also.

The threat of unintended consequences also causes concemn. To structure restrictions in
such a way that specific national organizations are prohibited from participation in the CFC could
easily lead to eliminating the opportunity for participation for many local groups who serve
important roles in their communities. The cost of including organizations such as this in the CFC
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