
“Getting the champagne out of the bottle"

The Library of Congress: The Nation's Library

T

THE JAMES MADISON COUNCIL
of

THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Each year the Library of Congress serves millions of scholars, 
researchers, artists, scientists and visitors from all over the nation and the 
world. It is a universal collection representing all cultures and languages. 
It contains almost 100 million items including books, films, sound record­
ings, newspapers, photographs, maps, graphics, manuscripts and musical 
scores. Its main constituencies are the Congress, the nation's libraries and 

the general public.

The American people through the actions of Congress have 

built the Library of Congress --the collections and the massive cataloging, 
preservation and reference operations needed to maintain and access them.

he James Madison Council is a national, 

private-sector body dedicated to assisting the Library of 

Congress in reaching out beyond its walls and sharing its 

unparalleled riches with the nation and the world. The 

Council's ultimate goal is to enhance scholarship, education, 

creativity and competitiveness by increasing awareness of 

and access to the Library's and America's unique resources.



But these basic services do not fully exploit the immense potential of the 

largest and most comprehensive record of the intellectual heritage of 

mankind. For the Library's resources to be fully utilized, they must be 

available to everyone. Today, new technologies can make this possible.

The James Madison Council: Its Role at the 
Library of Congress

The Madison Council, made up of prominent cultural, busi­

ness and philanthropic leaders, is dedicated to helping the Library of 

Congress share its vast cultural and intellectual riches with people all 

around the country and the world. Members envision a day when all 

Americans and millions abroad view the Library of Congress as their 

own personal resource, a rich and accessible source of knowledge and 

inspiration.

The Madison Council aims to achieve this goal by fostering 

programs that publicize, disseminate and exhibit the Library's collec­

tions. Such programs include the development of multi-media products, 

and television and video programs on Library collections,- fellowship 

programs, scholarly conferences and exhibitions that bring people into 

the Library to use its materials and view its treasures,- and, one day, the 
dissemination of all the unique collections of the Library in digital form 

to every school, library and home.

Madison Council members promote these efforts by provid­

ing leadership, professional expertise, ideas, guidance and contacts with 

individuals across the world who also value learning and scholarship. 

Members also provide financial advice and assistance for Library initia­

tives. The personal involvement and commitment of each member is 

fundamental to the success of the Library's bold and far-reaching mission 

to "get the champagne out of the bottle" and share it with the world.
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lonks j and fuch is cow the Neccffity which con fl rains them to alter their Nation.

to them.

liance with his Meafures.

to pafs others to encourage their Migrations hither, and railing the Con- 
~I ..'J.

He bl> erefied I Moltitade of new Office., «»d fcnl hither J warm, of STATES, they hare full Power to lory War, conclude r, 
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1996 ANNUAL REPORT

A REVOLUTION IN LEARNING

remo 

iy the Authority of the-good People of thrfe Colonie?, fJemiL
A* ar.ri Parkro 'T'lnmr tlrnTn a^-J__ • ______ i r n-

nihilation, have returned to the People at large for their excrcife ; the pa^tioa, and hold them, as we hold the reft of Mankind, Enemies io 
State remaining in the mean Time expofed to all the Dangers of Invafi- War, in Peace, Friends.
on from without, and Convolfions within. We, therefore, the Reprefentatives of the UNITED STATES OP

He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe States; fof that AMERICA, in General Congrefs aflembled, ay^-aling to the Supremo 
Pnrpofe obflrufling the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refuting Jn-^e-of the Wotld for the Refthude of our Intentions, da, in the Name 
to pafs others to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Con- and by the Authority of the-good People of thefe Colonies, f-lemnly 
ditions of new Appropriations of Lands. Pi lift and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of Riehc

He has obftmaed the Adminiftration of Jutica. by refuting his Affect wt t to be, FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES; that they Ire 

to Laws for eflablifhingjudiciary Powers. al cd from all Allegiance to the Britifli Crown, and that all political
He has made lodges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of C^cftion between them and the State of Great-Britain, is and ought 

their Offices, .ae Amount and Payment of their Salaries. to be totally diffolved ; and that as FREE AND INDFn- r
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Duty, to throw off fuch Govern meet, and to provide new Guards for gun with Circum Slice cf Cruelty and Pertidy, fcarcely paralleled in 
their fpture Security. Such has been the patient Sufference of thefe Co- thejnoft barbarou i Ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized 

former Syfiems of Government. The Hi flor y of the prefenc King of He has contra, led our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high 
Great Britain is a Biflory of repeated Injuries and Ufurpations all hav- Seas to bear Arms '-ft their Country, to become the Executioners of 
ing in diredl Objcfl the Eftabli/hment of an abfolnte Tynnv .er thefe theu.hricndi md ' «, or to fall themfdves by their Hands.
States. To prove this, let Fads be fabmitted to a candid Woud. He has excited tf x Infurredior-s amongft us, and has endeavour*
>. He has refufed bis Affcnt to Laws, the moft wholfome and neccfiary ed to bring on the obahitants of our Frontiers, the mercilefs India*
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I-
I
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ting Importance, enlefs fufp aded in their Operation till his Affent fliould In every Stage fyhefe Oppreffions we have petitioned for Redref, in 
be obtained; and when fo fnfpended, he has utterly negledcd to attend the mofl bumble Terms: Our repeated Petitions have been anfwered 
to them. ... only by repeated Injury. A Prince, whofe Charader is thusmarked by

He has refufcd to p^fs other Laws for the Accommodation of large every Ad which msy define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the Rblcr of a fre« 
Diflrids of People, unkfs thofe People would relinquish the Right of People. *
Reprefentation in the Legiflnture, a Right ineftimabie to them, and for- Nor 1

■m.w " —• y « l~.~ - — a aww wv . aunr ww. vj rrmrr
together JegiflativeBodies at Places nnufual, uncomfort to extend an unwarrantable Jurifdidion over us. We have reminded them 

able, and dillant from tbe Depoficory of their public Records, for the of the Circumftances of our Emigration and Settlement here. We have 
fble Pnrpofe of fatiguing them into Compliance with his Meafures. ’ ’ u • » «- ...

He has diffolved Reprcfentativc Houfes repeatedly, for oppofing with
manly Firmnefc his Invations on the Rights of the People.

L

appealed to their native Juftice and Magnanimity, and we have conjured 
them by the Ties of our common Kindredlo di fa vow thefe U for pa lions, 
which'would inevitably interrupt our Connedions and Correfoondence. 
They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juftice and of Confanguinity.

midablc to Tyrants only. 
He has called t ' *

have we beep wanting in Attentions to our Britilh Brethren. W« 
have warned them from.Time to Time of Attempts by their L giflature

Jolonies:
Charters, abolift.ing our moft valuable Laws, 

Legiflatures, and declaring them Cel ves in-

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of hi» Pro- 
tedion and wsging War againft us. 

-----  ------------------ -----------------  - ----- --------- z-------------------- a — He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coafts, burnt our Towns,
Forms to which they are accuftomed. But when a long Train of Abufes and deflroyed the Live, of our People.

’ ‘ ' „ * ’Heis, at this Time, ttanfj ortinj large Armiesof foreign Mercenari-re
to yedoce them under abfolnte Defpotifm, it is their Right, it is their to coinpleat the Work- of D-ath, Defolation and Tyranny, already be-

In CONGRESS, July 4, 1776.

ADECLARATION
By the REPRESENTATIVES of the

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Ih GENERAL CONGRESS Alt1

HEN in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceffary our Cpoftitotion, and unacknowledged by our Laws; given hu^ffent 

for one People to diffolvc the political Bands which have to ifeeir Ads orpretended LegiflaCon.
cor.nedcd them with another, and to affume among the For quartering large Bodies of armed Troops among us:
Powers of tbe Earth, the feparate and equal Station to For preceding them, by a mock Trial, from Poniftiment for any Mur-

which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent d:rs which they Ihoufd commit on the Inhabitants of thefe Slates: 
" ' “ * J ' ” * ' 1 For cutting off our Trade with all Parts of the World:
the Caufes which impel them to the Separation. For impofing Taxes on us without our Contend

We bold thefe Troths to be felf-evident, that all Men are created equal. For depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits ofTrialby Jury :
m K-. .LX. —.:.L .-.I.'.-.LI. DlxL.. IT nr nr tn ....X fnr nr— t— nA* li « *

, He has refnfed for. a long Time, after fuch Diffolutionr, to caufe They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juftice and of Confanguinity* 
others to te eleded; whereby the legiflativc Powers, incapable of An- We muft, therefore, acquicfce in theNecefficy which denounce- our Se-

TE-i-v in inc vuurie or numan E-vcnir, it Becomes Decenary our cvcuituuua, onainvvwiwgci 
for one People to diffolvc the political Bands which have to^beir AHs of’pretended LegillaLon.

Powers of tbe Earth, the feparate and equal Station to

Refpcd to the Opinions of Mankind requires chat they fliould declare

Ihould not be chan]
ice hatl 

are fufterable, than to right themfelves by abolifhing the

and Ufurpatioos, purfuing invariably the fame Objed, evinces a Dcfign

«, or tn fall themfelvc* by chair Hands, 
x Infurredior-s amongft us, and has endei

for the public Good. Savages, whofe k /wn Rule of Warfare, is an undiftinguifhed Deflruc-
 He has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and pref- tioB of all Ages, :xes and Conditions.

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, For tranfporcing us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences : 
that among thefe are Life, Liberty and the Purfuit of Happincfs.—That For aboliffiing the free Syflcm of Englifli Laws in a neighbouring 
to fecure thefe Rights, Governments are inftituted among Men, deriving Province, cflablilhing therein an arbitrary Government, and enlarging 
their juft Powers from the Confent of the governed, that wheneve. any its Boundaries, fo as to render it at once an Example and fit Inflrumenc 
Form of Government becomes deftrudive of thefe Bods, it is the Right of for introducing the feme abfolute Rule into thefe Colonies : 
pie People fo alter or to abolifli it, and to inftitute new Government, lay- For taking away our Charters, abolift.ing our moft vah 
ing its Foundation on fuch Principles, and organizing its Powers in fuch and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments; 
Form, as to them fhall fcem moft likely toeffed their Safety and Happi-. For fufpending our own Legiflaturcr, and declaring the
nefs. Prudence, indeed will dida:e that Governments long eftablifhed veiled with Power to legislate tor us in all Cafes whatfoever. 

:ged for light and tranfient Caufes; and accordingly v e’* ’ ~
ih fliewn, chat Mankind are more difpofed to fuffer.all Experiem 

whUe Evifs
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