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In the first event, the First Lady would address 
approximately 300 - 400 development professionals from around the 
country, along with another 500 members of the faculty and 
student body of Johns Hopkins University at Shriver Hall which 
has a capacity of 900. Immediately following is a special dinner 
with approximately 200 senior executives from US philanthropic, 
business, medical and government organizations honoring the gains 
in global health made by US-based public and private
organizations and individuals.

U.S. Agency for

International

Development

Specifically, the dinner is being held to increase the 
awareness of and financial support for the important work of the 
International Centre for Health and Polulation Research in 
Bangladesh visited by Mrs. Clinton last year. While the dinner 
is not specifically a fundraising dinner, it is hoped that it 
will engender support on the part of potential corporate and 
foundation donors. We would like to recognize Mrs. Clinton for 
her commitment to improving global health and advancing the 
efforts of institutions like the Centre.

Attached please find copies of invitations to the First Lady 
to participate in an upcoming Lessons Without Borders conference 
in Baltimore. Specifically, we are inviting Mrs. Clinton to 
participate in two separate, yet consecutive, events on the 
evening of Monday September 16, 1996.

Melanne Verveer, Deputy Chief of Staff
Patty Solis Doyle, Scheduler

Karen Anderson, Director of Public LiaisonfX^
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CO: llicole Rabner

J) e ^o^u4'r vn ty^Ji

I hope you will strongly consider the First Lady’s 
participation in these two events for the following reasons:

First, Mrs. Clinton is very committed to the work of USAID 
and on numerous occasions has expressed interest in participating 
in Lessons Without Borders;

Third, this conference provides an opportunity for the First 
Lady to address a diverse audience - from students to corporate 
CEOs - of more than a thousand people from across the country.

And last, while Lessons is intended to provide a forum for 
technical exchanges between domestic and international experts, 
the conferences have taken on a broader dimension that provides a 
unique opportunity for the Administration to articulate important 
domestic policies: maternal and child health, microenterprise, 
the role of government in building sustainable communities and 
reinventing government, to name a few.

In a recent conversation with Nicole Rabner, she suggested 
'that in addition to inviting Mrs. Clinton to be the honored 
guest, we ask her to serve in some capacity (perhaps honorary 
chair) in the Centre's fund-raising effort. Brent Berwager will 
be contacting you to obtain further clarification of the First 
Lady's interest in that regard.

Second, the Centre in Bangladesh is an important research 
institution that has saved the lives of millions of women and 
children in the developing world and its research has important 
implications for health issues here at home. Support from the 
Administration would greatly enhance its ability to continue this 
important work;

I will contact you in the next few days to discuss this 
further. In the meantime, if you have any questions please call 
me at 647-7546. Thank you for your assistance and I look forward 
to talking to you.
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The Administrator

Dear Mrs. Clinton:

320 Twenty-First Street. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20523 ■ Phone: (202) 647-9620 ■ Fax: (202) 647-1770

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

This national Lessons Without Borders conference will bring 
together hundreds of development professionals from private 
sector organizations as well as federal, state and local

U.S. Agency for

International

Development

September 15-17, 1996, the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID), the City of Baltimore and Johns Hopkins 
University will host the first national Lessons Without Borders 
conference. On behalf of Mayor Schmoke and other conference 
sponsors, I want to invite you to participate in two aspects of 
the program.

On Monday, September 16, approximately 300 development 
professionals from around the country will participate in a 
series of workshops focusing on microenterprise and health 
issues. We would be honored if you would close the workshops by 
addressing the 300 Lessons Without Borders participants along 
with members of the faculty and student body of Johns Hopkins 
University. This event will take place at Shriver Hall which has 
a capacity of 900.

Immediately following the workshops, USAID and the Discovery 
Channel are hosting a dinner to celebrate the gains in global 
health made by the U.S. government and by the philanthropic 
activities of U.S.-based foundations, corporations and 
individuals. In particular, the program will focus on the 
accomplishments of the International Centre for Diarrheal Disease 
Research in Bangladesh (ICDDR,B), which you visited last»year 
during your trip to South Asia. Approximately 200 executives 
from the U.S. business, foundation and medical communities will 
be in attendance. You are invited to give a keynote address at 
this dinner.
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I look

Sincerely,

J. Brian Atwood

Enclosures: a/s

cc:
Dr.

‘I

Kurt L. Schmoke, Mayor of Baltimore
Demissie Habte, Director, 

John Hendricks, Chairman & CEO, 
Donna Shalala, Secretary, HHS 
Henry Cisneros, Secretary, HUD

ICDDR,B
Discovery Communications

A tentative agenda, for both the conference and the ICDDR,B 
dinner, is enclosed along with press articles on the Lessons 
Without Borders program. As you can see, this initiative has not 
only garnered a great deal of positive media coverage, it also 
has resulted in tangible benefits to the communities involved.

I hope you will consider joining us. Karen Anderson on my 
staff will contact your office to discuss this further, 
forward to speaking with you soon.

governments from around the country. In addition to grassroots 
organizations, we are working with HHS, HUD, the interagency 
working group on Beijing, the microenterprise initiative and the 
Habitat II working group to plan the workshops. Our focus will 
be on health, economic empowerment and community participation 
and how government can better meet the needs of the community.



Sunday September 15

5:00 7:00 PM

Monday September 16

Registration8:00 AM

8:30 AM

Workshops/Break-out sessions9:30 12:00*

Lunch12:00 1:30PM

Workshops/Breakout sessions continue1:30 4:30PM

4:30 5:30PM

6:00 PM

Tuesday September 17

12:009:00

Shriver Hall - Johns Hopkins University - Capacity 900**

Opening Ceremony - Glass Pavillion, JHU 
Welcome by Mayor Schmoke

Panel Presentation on Capitol Hill - potential hosts include 
Maryland delegation, members Labor and Health committees and 
other interested members

Presenters to include combination of front-line development 
practitioners and public and private policymakers.

DRAFT Agenda
For Discussion purposes only

Closing Remarks - Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton (INVITED) 
Shriver Hall**

Welcome and Introductions
Mayor Schmoke, J. Brian Atwood, MD delegation

Keynote - Vice President Al Gore* (INVITED)
Shriver Hall**

Lessons Without Borders 
National Conference - Baltimore Maryland 

Johns Hopkins University 
September 15 - 17, 1996

Discovery Channel/USAID Dinner:
"A Celebration of Advances in Global Health"

Renaissance Hotel, Baltimore Harbor
First Lady Hillary R. Clinton, Honored Guest Speaker

* After giving opening address, Vice President Gore may tour an 
empowerment zone project with Mayor Schmoke, federal agency representatives 
(HHS/HUD) and Brian Atwood.
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Program Outline

Event Basics:

Theme:

ICPDR,B.Special Focus:

Secondary Focus;

Discovery Communications. A : rSponsor:

C-Span, et al.Coverage:

I

I
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Celebration of the global achievements in health fostered by 
the U.S. government, and also by corporate, foundation and 
individual philanthropies.

Individual/institutional donors making especially significant 
contributions to global public health.

Donor Recognitions 
(Examples):

Registration, reception, dinner, assigned seating, table service, 
rounds, head table, presentations from head table.

Speaker Roster 
(Examples):

I

i

LWOB
ICDDR,B Dinner

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton
Vice President Al Gore
Mr. Brian Atwood
Ms. Susan Berresford (Ford Foundation)
Dr. William Richardson (Kellogg)
Dr. Demissie Habte

Robin Chandler Duke (Packard Bd., Amer. Home Products) 
Warrcn/Susie Buffet (Berkshire Hathaway)
Levi Strauss (Robert Haas)
Rockefeller (Peter Goldmark)
Ford (Susan Berresford)
John C. Whitehead (Mellon, Asia Soc.,Int’l. Rescue, Fed.

Res. Bd of NY)
David A. Hamburg (Carnegie)

I
i



Ijetoc ,4

FINAL/
IN

IltaYua N»IM MOMMY. JUNE 10.19M

Baltimore, ILS. Gties Find Community-Building Models in Developing Coiuntries
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Baltimore Mayor Says U.S. Cities
Face Same Problems As Third World

A

The project * book*, which included picture* of by a micro-entcrpri*e working in the Nairobi *lum* in

now bated on tlu: lettons they learned in Kenya and 

also Jamaica, including a prenatal and postnatal health 

I .
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Shocking Statistics

children being given shots rather than long written 

explanations that many of the target group could not

Kenya's rate of immunization for two-year-olds (80 

percent) was far greater than Baltimore's (which was 

then 56 percent) Prior to this, the highest 

immunization rate for any U.S city was 58 percent in 

Boston
After learning about the city’s problem. Schmoke 

launched a city-wide immunization effort and a private 

health firm sponsored a team from Baltimore to go to 

Kenya to see what other lessons they could learn.

"There was a recognition that in parts of our city, 

we were suffering from similar problems as third world 

countries.” said Schmoke, a former Rhodes scholar at 

Oxford University. “Rather than reinventing the wheel, 

it's better to see what’s happening in other countries."

The team soon found other programmes to 

implement at home. They were immediately impressed 

seems to be one of the few mayors willing to learn 

from developing countries.

Br jBNNirea Griffin

a U S. Senator Jesse Helms continues hi* effort 

to shut down the U.S."Agency for International 

.Development (USAID), at least one U.S. city 

mayor says his city has benefited from a USAID 

programme originally designed for Kenya.

Baltimore Mayor Kurt Schmoke says in 1994 his 

city implemented an immunization programme that 

he learned about through “Lessons Without Bonders', 

a programme USAID started to share its best 

development practices overseas with American city 

mayors.
In a mere three months last year Baltimore's 

immunization rate for school children was raised from 

62 to 96 percent by applying simple lessons gleaned 

from a health project being run by Kenyan women.

• Global GDP. in real terms, increased more than 

fourfold between 1960 and 1991 with the 

world's per capita income almost tripling during 

this period With only a few exceptions the 

nations with the lowest per capita income in 

1960 were the same with the lowest per capita 

incomes in 1991 Most of those whose per 

capita income dedined were tn sub-Saharan 

Africa

• The world’s total population was 5.7 billion in 

1995. The total population of Asia is more than

60 percent of the world's total Between 1950 

and 1990. the population of the U.S increased 

by 65 percent to reach nearly 250 million. In 

Canada k increased almost 95 percent to reach 

over 27 million

• During the same period tnc population living 

in U S urban centres increased from 64 to 82 

percent, while the Gross National Product 

Increased twenty-fold to S5 trillion (in constant 

1982 dollars.)

• Sub-Saharan African country governments 

spend on average leas than US$17 per person 

on water supply, sanitation, drainage, garbage 

collection, roads and electricity. Other 

comparative figure* are: South Asia {US$15), 

Bast Asia (US$72.5). Latin America and the 

Caribbean (US$48.4), Eastern Europe, Greece, 

North Africa and the Middle East (US$86.2),

, West Europe, North America, Australasia 
’ . (US$656)

Percent of the world's population who over a 

five-year period were the victims of crime: 61 

percent, with Asia weighing in with the lowest 

overall crime rate at 44 percent. Nearly 29 

percent of the world's population experienced 

vehicle theft during the same period

(Sonne Octel Report on HunwSeMe'rvnts i$96/

to start simple businesses, such as clothing or shoe 

repair services, hut they didn’t have any collateral other 

"Aid and lessons-do not have to just flow from the than their promises to repay the loans

Baltimore has implemented several programmes

which women pooled their money to give amall loans 

__________  —_________ — _________ of about 300 dollars to other women wanting to start
read, were being published near Baltimore and being their own busincases. These Kenyan women wanted 

sent to Kenya, but none of the city's officials knew

about the successful programme.

first world to developing countries," said David Hales, 

director of USAID's Global Environment Center and 

a leading member on the U S delegation to Habitat II.

During * meeting with his aides two years ago, the program that involves fathers as well as mothers.

Baltimore mayor was congratulating them on the city’s ]n |he past, few U.S. government officials have been 

rate of immunization for children “There was dead willing to accept that many of the problems facing

silence," said Schmoke, who was recently elected to American inner chics (high rates of AIDS, infant

his third term. “They said, 'Well, Mr. Mayor, we have mortality and illiteracy) are the same problems faced 

compared the numbers and you arc not doing as well developing countries such as Kenya. But Schmoke 

as they are in Kenya." • ' • z----------------------- '-----------------------
As soon a* the shock wore off. “1 said, ‘How did

this happen?" said Schmoke, during a meeting with 

journalists Wednesday. “I was just stunned.'
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Q&A With Gail Price, Lessons Without Borders project directoi
OFF TOE CUFF1-rinril H'iUoW BonUn, a nationwide miiiatii* mignmU and walk them through the complicated US

qf Mo US Agfitcy Jbr InUntalwnal Developmeni, health care mratem 
hrnifo Jeaatnu Immed in hoatth can and dnelopmeid that they need.

U What are the pracWa geab?

iQ. Sa, yon are woritfa* with total ageaeiM?
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GAIL PRICE
vtoor. Our initial training ia five, half-day aaaaiono. Utoir can workerSome of the volunteer* work with newly-arrived im-

4

JamMry/tonntoeooMk

re TUmm M IPM apoke with h«r hut week 
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ansntat to comnumitiea tn Uu» country Gad Price, 
Leeeone Without Burden project director al Manuge-

vicea and to encourage them to seek preventive care 
aV neighborhood health centers instead of waiting un-

the opportunity to work aa someone’s supervisor.

vate services to people who may be afrtod to come Initiative, is the largest

are doing volunteer work to comply with the commu- Immigrant and Refugee (irogram of the Mauachu

d^to^hT^wZ^ted"in'briping thri7 ^ighi^s prog^’and'have just 16 volunteers, era supervise volunteers to extend their reach in the

U Who toads the pregram new?
A. We received an initial grant of $54,000 from the

Cabot Family Charitable Trust. And we just received 
another grant from the Rockefeller Foundation. 

     Par more informalum, call any of the agencies in-
til they are tock and going to the emergency room, building, communication skills, working with a super volved in the project APDC recipients should amlad

basics Uy a program to train lay people to provide 

health educatton in communittoe and community 
baaed <enrtoa The votonteera assist i

1 Q. Usually, saccrestol US pregrama are exported
in order to receive the services to developing countries. Why hi the reverse tree for

this prvjeri?
‘ ‘ ? A. Many developing countries do a better job of

   A. Among our goals to helping the women on providing basic health services than the United

nnnlSciencoa jar Health, ouenee, a Boston pntgram- AFDC to develop career opportunities and job akilto States. Some have higher immunixation rates, for ex-
C—i-nnify Health Vohmteen Initiative - enaled in and to strengthen their self-esteem and get employ- ample. They are able to accomplish this, to a large

ti tn ftmoladesk Beport- ment We also aim to give community health workers extent, by working with people in community set
■ ■ ; ‘ --------- •----- - —-—. tings, relying on community health workers and vol-

JtodTof cuurae, we have a community'goal to pro- untoera. The Bangladesh program, called the Local 

 nongovernment family plan-
A. The Community Health Volunteers Project to into health care institutions by themselves. ning program. They have over 30,000 community

i 3^ J— —.3—B -X : : > ‘ health volunteers, who are supervised by community
 ________  A. One of the strengths of the project to that we health workers, going to peoples’ homes to talk to

■_ 7- aaatot paid community created collaborate relationships with ^ncies. We Item about family planning Our program is broader
health workers. Half of our volunteers are AFDC are working with the Codman Square Health Center, than family planning and includes all aspects of public 
(Aid for Mothers Dependent Children) reciiaenta who the Latino Health Institute, Project LIFE and the health: AIDS prevention, immunization.

 - 2- ‘‘ 1_- Boston already has many community health work-
Mty'^rice requirement‘ofAFDE'Weri^tare^i irtUDepirtment offtiblk Health. We are only four ere’ programs. What we added was having the work- 

denta who are Intoreuted in helping their neighbors months into the program and have just 16 volunteere, ere supemse volunteers to extend their reach in the
receive better health care services. but we are also now working with the Boston Initia- community and to get the volunteere new skills.

Q, Wfot ds the whMteen de? live for Teen Pregnancy Prevention, training commu- " - —-

A. Many go with community health workers into nity health volunteere to work in family planning in

homes to teach residents about available health aer- schools and youth centers.
U What kind to training de the vehutoeers get?
A. The training we provide includes self-esteem

Die Boston 6(ob

/ .
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Benefits without borders

was

Rocky Mountain News 
Editorials

and nobody came?

Actually, more than a few people did 
show up for “Lessons Without Borders,” an 

event held last week at Denver University and 

sponsored by such groups as CARE, the
Colorado Council of International Organizations 

and Peace Corps Alumni of Colorado.

What if you held a conference on foreign aid services abroad. At least some of that trade 

with nations that used to receive foreign aid 
from Washington but no longer need it.

Kammerer pointed out that between

1990 and 1995, American exports to “transition 
and developing countries increased by $98.7 
billion. This growth supported roughly 1.9 
million jobs in the United States.” And 

But no political heavyweights of Denver foreigners aren’t just buying hamburgers and 
~J milkshakes. They’re buying computers,

communications equipment, pollution control 
devices and expert services, too.

Not all nations are equally prepared to 
make use of foreign assistance. Based on every 
historical precedent, those that choose a statist 
development path are going nowhere and should 
be allowed to proceed without any help from 
U.S. taxpayers.

Ehit countries that encourage economic 
freedom may successfully utilize the assistance 
we provide; if they do, it will redound to our 
benefit. As Kammener observed, we now 
“export more in a single year to South Korea 
than we ever gave that nation in foreign 
assistance.” In 1994, we exported “over $17 
billion to Taiwan, more than 15 times what we 
ever gave that nation.”

One of the lessons that was taught at DU 
last week was that foreign aid - if it’s carefully 
managed and targeted - can be a good deal for 
both giver and receiver. That may not be news, 
but in a year when Ross Perot, Pat Buchanan 

international trading state, earning more than $5 and others are taking to their soap boxes, it 
billion annually from the sale of goods and bears repeating

or Colorado put in an appearance, and precious 
few members of the media.

Nonetheless, some of the facts and 
figures that were discussed might well come as 
news to many people. Poll after poll suggests 
that Americans believe that up to 20% of their 
tax dollars are being sent overseas as foreign 
assistance. The real figure is less than one-half 

of 1 % of the federal budget. And in 
inflation-adjusted terms, foreign aid programs 

are at their lowest level in 50 years.
Kelly C. Kammerer, representing the 

U.S. Agency for International Development, 
pointed out that almost 80% of USAID’s 
contracts and grants go directly through 
American organizations either for services or 
commodities that are then sent to developing 
nations. That gives a boost to American 
fanners, manufacturers and other free market 

types.
In fiscal year 1994, he noted, USAID 

spent $80 million in Colorado alone. And 
Colorado also happens to be a relatively strong
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U.S. Agency Uses Foreign Aid Expertise to Help Reopen a D.C. Health Clinic
<n 
local officials

year.

&

neighborhood 
in doors and

bona became a high-profile issue only

because of a trip several officials took 
to Kenya to observe AID programs n

J Brian Atwood, administrator of 
AID. said: "We thought it was just a 
good idea to take some of the les­
sons we had learned abroad and ap­
ply them at home. We almost felt it 
was an obligation.''

It also happens to be good politics. 
For years, AID has been a target of 
lawmakers who call the $6 bdboo 
agency bloated, wasteful and unnec­
essary. The assault has intensified

are much higher in some impover­
ished nations, including Kenya, 
where the immunization rate for i- 

year-olds is about 80 percent.

After their popular health clinic 
was closed abruptly by city budget 
cuts more than a year ago, the peo­
ple of Arthur Capper housing devel­
opment in Southeast Washington fu­
tilely looked to government and 
foundations for help.

Now, they may have found what 
they need h an unlikely source.

The community is linking arms 
with the Agency for International 
Development, an arm of the U.S. 
government founded more than 
three decades ago to attack social 
and economic problems in Third 
World countries. Together, they in­
tend to devise a plan to resurrect 
the duiK

It might seem odd for an agency 
used to operating in the most impov­
erished comers of the globe to be 
woridng in the capital of the world's 
wealthiest nation But. as it turns 

the umoo is an opportunity for 
AID and the people of Capper.

For AID, the program offers an­
other way to prove its worth to an 
increasingly skeptical Congress. 
Meanwhile, Capper. like many im­
poverished U.S. communities, finds 
itaeff in a desperate fight to save 
crucad services amid deteriorating 
social coodibons depressingly similar 
to those in the Third World

*lf their methods worked over 
there. I feel they will work here," 
said Madge Fields, a 30-year Capper 
resident whose two school-age 
daughters were beated at the health 
center before it closed “I always 
thought that in the Third World they 
had worse problems than we did 
Bat they are telling me that is not 
neosaaaniy the case *

‘There may be some comperw 
but this isn't the Burd World by t 
means,' Atwood said. “More peo 

here are literate. They have a fact 
for the clinic. But this is a poor co 

mumty where government ia beg. 
rang to pull away resources, and pt 
pie increasingly are going to have 
fend for themselves “

In the District, the hope ia that A 

can transform the Capper commo 
ty'i enthuaiaaro for its health ces 

into a suatamabie plan for reopen 
it. Before AID was invited, resale 

had oivested a lot of time but sbE : 
not decided how to reopen the dt

But AID io confident that it c 

make the difference, if only becaut 
has a long history of doing more b

Although the first loans are only 
8500, officials say the program is 
making a critical difference to the 
graduates, who need to money to 
launch then buamesaes One member 
brought a new engine for a car used in 
her catering business. Another bought 
a sewing machine for a tailoring buai- 
ness. A third graduate used her loan 
to buy a computer software package 
for her bartering firm.

"These loans make a huge differ­
ence for these women, because they 
can't go to a bank." Zinn said They 
have no collateral, no business history, 
no credit history But so far, we’ve 
had a 100 percent pay back rate.

and Bobvia persuaded 
to train neighborhood 

leaden as health educators. And in 
Seattle, leaders are planning an envi­
ronmental awareness initiative pat­
terned after AID programs in distant 
parts of the world.

Over the next several months, al­
most a dozen AID specialists will 
spend part of their time at Capper, a 
drab collection of mid nse buiidmgs 

adpeent to the Carrollsburg housing 
development between the Southeast 
Freeway and the Washington Navy 
Yard. About one-quarter of the devel­
opment's family units are vacant, and 
family incomes average $7,600 a

Despite Capper’s poverty, AID of­
ficials are confident that they can 
help the community reopen the 
health clinic, which once had 6,000 
clients. AID is prohibited by law 
from funding programs in the United 
States, but is permitted to share its 
expertise domestically through ita 
public education component. The 
agency plans to marshal its exper­
tise—in essence, working as an un­
paid consultant—to develop a busi­
ness plan and find outside funds that 
will put the clinic back in business.

David I. Gilmore, the court-ap­
pointed receiver who oversees pub­
lic housing m the District, said he 
welcomes AID'S help, although he 
cringes at the inevitable compari­
sons to the Third World.

That somehow implies that the 
poor are a separate segment of soci­
ety,’ he said. That’s bull. They're 
among us. part of us. But it's pretty 
clear that this agency brings some 
expertise we don't have, and they’re 
willing to share it. And that ia hard 
to come by these days."

The program was conceived near­
ly two vears ago m a conversation 
between Atwood and Manan Wnght

Women Entrepreneurs of Balti- 
mora (WEB), a federally funded pro­
gram that trains women to run buw- 
nesaes, established a “peer lending* 
initiative for its graduates, an idea 
that crystalized with the help of the 
AID trip to Kenya.

“We had known for a long time that 
we wanted to do something like this, 
but we were never really sure how to 
do it.* said Amanda Crook Zinn, direc­
tor of WEB. “But after we saw the in­
credible positive impact that access to 
capital provided entrepreneurs in 
Kenya, it really spurred us on “

WEB graduates now organize 
themselves into lending groups, re­
view one another's credit applications 

and are responsible for repaying loans 
should any member default The capi­
tal > provided by the Morris GoMsek- 
er Foundation, of Baltimore

By Michael A Fletcher 
■■Soe- Nrf Wmr.

mocracy,” Baltimore Mayor Kurt L 
Schmoke said at a recent meeting of 

Capper residents.
For example, only about 60 per­

cent of Baltimore's school-age chil 
dren had all their documented immu­
nizations before last year. The rates

But before the current school year 
began. Baltimore made immuruzatioM 
a priority. It closely enforced an often 
neglected requirement for schools to 
check children's vaccination records. 
It established mass immunization sites 
like those used in the developing 
world. It trained neighborhood volun­
teers to knock on doors and spread 
the word. Now. the city’s documented 
childhood immunization rate is 97 per­
cent for schoolchildren, which it touts 
as the best rate among big U.S. Cities. 

Baltimore officials said unmuniza- 

Edelman. head of the Children's De­
fense Fund. Atwood said that it be­
came dear the United States was 
behind many developing countries 
when it came to child health care 
and that his agency could help

Atwood quickly turned that notion 
mto an offer that was seized by Balti­
more. Other cities were not far be­
hind. and AID says it is evaluating 

requests from several more.
For the places that have sought 

AID'S help, the biggest hurdle has 
been acknowledging the unflattering 
truth: that they have problems—m- 
eluding infant mortality, joblessness 
and teen pregnancy—resembling 
those in developing countries

“We have some neighborhoods 
where the health problems looked 
more like those of a Third World 
country than a product of our de-

with Republicans running Congress, 
and Sen Jesse Helms (R-N.C.). 
chairman of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, is leading an effort to 
eliminate the agency.

AID has been fighting back by high­
lighting the long-term value of foreign 
aid and. increasingly, its efforts on the 
domestic front. Washington is the 
fourth U.S. dty to which AID has 
come since launching its Lessons 
Without Borders program 18 months 
ago. The program teaches relatively 
simple, inexpensive ways to improve 
economic and social conditions in poor 
neighborhoods.

Although the program may be 
winning AID support in U.S. cities, it 
has done little to silence its critics on 
Capitol Hill

*AID ha^ done for the Third 
World what the G-eat Society has 
done for America's inner aties, and 
that is spend billions of dollars on 
wasteful programs that have done 
little or nothing to lift people out of 
poverty," said Marc Thiessen, a 
spokesman for the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee.

Others are more hopeful. In Balti­
more. AID's intervention inspired a 
aty effort that dramatically increased 
child immunization rates. It also 
helped a job training program there 
launch a small loan fund for partici­
pants unqualified for other credit. In 
Boston, the success of AID programs
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U.S. Foreign Development Agency Turns Attention Toward Urban American 

Problems

there is a tendency to think everyone else doesn't 

have much to offer," said Richard Cash, a fellow 

at the Harvard Institute for International 

Development. "But the United States can learn a 

great deal from other societies. Information no 

longer simply flows from the nch to the poor.”

The project was born partly through the 

modem miracle of C-SPAN.
•In late 1$93, AID Director J. Brian

Atwood was on the air holding forth about how he 

wanted to apply overseas lessons to help American 

cites.

"We are a very blessed country with 

resources and talent, yet we are plagued with some 

of the same problems of countries that don’t have 

the resources or technologies," said Morris, 

operations director of a center trying to reduce 

infant mortality in a destitute section of West 

Baltimore.
With foreign aid a favorite target of the 

Republican-controlled Congress, AID officials

BALTIMORE - In her quest to reduce infant 

mortality, Daisy Moms traveled thousands of miles 

to Kenya and discovered the perfect book on family 

planning.
It had no words, just drawings of couples 

trying various birth control methods — far more 

practical than her health center’s slick, but wordy 

brochure.
The greatest irony: The book was 

produced only a few miles away from her center by 

Johns Hopkins University for the U.S. Agency for 

International Development.
Over the last 30 years, the AID has doled 

out foreign aid and helped impoverished countries 

immunize youngsters, prevent deadly diarrhea and 

promote birth control.
But now, in a reflection of the desperate 

conditions in America’s cities, the agency that has 

helped the Third World is turning its attention 

toward urban America through the ’’Lessons 

Without Borders" project.
"There are problems in American 

communities that resemble the developing world, 

said Howard Salter, an AID spokesman. "Our goal 

was for American cities to use us as a resource for 

new and innovative ideas.”
While mayors may cringe at Third World 

comparisons, cities are grateful for the help as they 

struggle with staggering problems that transcend 

borders.

An aide to Baltimore Mayor Kurt Schmoke 

happened to hear him. "I called cold and said if he 

wants to do anything we would be delighted," said 

the aide, Lee Tawney.

What evolved was a conference tn June

1994 that brought together about 200 Baltimore and 

AID health and social workers at Morgan State 

University, with Vice President Al Gore giving the 

keynote address.
There were more workshops, and then 

nine Baltimore professionals traveled to Kenya and 

Jamaica to tour AID sites. The project expanded. A 

conference in Seattle focused on community 

development and environmental issues; in Boston 

community health workers will be trained based on 

a Bangladesh model.

And now, cities across the country are 

clamoring for AID expertise, including Louisville, 

Newark, New York, San Diego, Los Angeles and 

even Lake Tahoe.
"We Americans have a tendency to be 

somewhat arrogant and think we have all the 

answers,” said Amy Solomon, a community 

activist involved in the Seattle conference. ’’But 

there is something to discovering that people 

two-thirds of the way around the world are 

struggling with the same sorts of human

problems.’.’.
Legally, AID is not allowed to fond 

programs in the United States. Instead, in the 

Lessons Without Borders project, it is offering 

advice.
For Penny Borenstetn, a big benefit of her 

trip to Kenya was getting Mayor Schmoke’s ear 

afterward.

admit the "Lessons Without Borders” program is a 

way to build support at home with skeptical 

taxpayers.
"When you are the biggest and richest.
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With the mayor's political muscle, a 

massive immunization campaign was launched this 

year. Some 39,000 school-aged children were 

either immunized, or more-complete records were 

collected for them. The bottom line: The rate of 

documented immunizations now is 96 percent.

Borenstein also saw first-hand that simple 

pictorial messages - such as a baby getting a shot 

-- were more effective than slick advertising 

campaigns.
In Baltimore, like many cities, many 

residents do not use the available social programs. 

And part of the problem is illiteracy. An earlier 

immunization campaign, for example, was not a 

rousing success because it relied too much on the 

written word.
"We had an advertising fins that produced 

all this material, but no one could read it," said 

Tawney. "The folks we really wanted to get were 

illiterate. These posters and bumper stickers didn't 

mean a hoot to them."

*r> IM. a» 

latawlM

Tom Hobgood, an administrator at the 

AID mission in Kenya, showed the Baltimore 

participants how group lending, known as 

"micro-enterprise,” is working in Nairobi slums. 

Participants, mostly women, pool their money and 

lend each other sums of about $300 to finance 

businesses, such as shoe repair and making 

clothing, without collateral.

Prompted by the Kenya visit, Amanda 

Crook, head of Women Entrepreneurs of 

Baltimore, set up a peer-lending program to help 

women finance businesses ranging from catering to 

family day care.
"The whole mission staff was very excited 

and humbled by that realization that our programs 

overseas could address needs at home," Hobgood 

said in a telephone interview from Kenya. "There 

are indeed lessons learned from overseas to fight 

poverty."

Morris, who found her perfect family 

planning book, agreed. "It clicked to me that we 

put so much emphasis on the written word," she 

said. "We think in jargon. The more basic we can 

become, the better.”

Moms saw other things in Kenya that she 

is replicating here, such as training neighborhood 

residents to go door-to-door to identify pregnant 

women and bring them in for early prenatal care. 

She also was impressed by the involvement of 

Kenyan men in family planning, a role she is 

encouraging here. "In Kenya, the responsibility for 

family planning is truly a family matter," Moms

As Baltimore's immunization program 

director. Borenstein broke the bad news to him: 

Kenya had better child-immunization rates than 

Baltimore.
In Kenya, 80 percent of the 2-year-olds 

were vaccinated, compared with 56 percent m 

Baltimore. Only 62 percent of Baltimore's 

school-aged children had all their documented 

immunizations.
"I straightforwardly told him they are 

doing a better job in immunization coverage in 

Kenya than we are in Baltimore," said Borenstein, 

a pediatrician.
She remembers Schmoke leaning forward 

with a furrowed brow and saying: "I have to tell 

you I am very disturbed by what you are telling 

me."
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Daisy Morris, a health worker in inner-city 
Baltimore, went to Kenya almost a year ago and had 
her eyes opened.

*1 thought. ’Wow’,’ she said, noting how with 
fewer resources Kenya had a bener record on infant 
immunization and family programs than her own 
community.

'In Kenya, you figure they have got every 
problem you can imagine, yet their immunization 
rate was. like, three times bener than ours. So we 
came back saying. ’Now what’s our excuse really?"

Ms. Monis's experience exemplifies a trend. 
Wrestling with shrinking budgets, health 
administrators and social workers in the United 
States and other industrialized countries are looking 
to developing nations for solutions that are cheaper, 
but not necessarily less effective, than their own.

Donald 0 Fedder, director of the Enable project, 
a neighborhood action program in Baltimore, 
borrowed the Chinese "barefoot doctor’ idea to 
provide care to chronically ill poor people.

He looks for people with a strong involvement in 
their communities and teaches them basic skills, like 
how to monitor blood pressure and glucose levels. 
Their job is to check on patients, make sure they 
take their medication and get them to visit clinics 

when necessary.
The program is good value. Mr. Fedder said, 

because if the patients are followed on a regular 
basis, they can often avoid expensive hospital stays.

Overall, he said, "the level of care is actually 
better than if it comes from a highly trained health 
worker, who may be more interested in the case than 

the person.’
The experience of people like Ms. Morris and Mr. 

Fedder has led to an uncommon accord between the 
World Health Organization in Geneva and the state 
of Maryland, whose governor, Parris N.
Glendening. announced the agreement on Tuesday.

’To merge our talents and experiences,’ Mr. 
Glendening said, ’will lead to preventive strategies 
that address social as well as health problems. 
Similar challenges exist in developing countries and 
in America's urban and rural areas where 

environmental, educational and social ills have 
contributed to a poor standard of health.*

For three years. Maryland will cooperate with 
WHO to share expertise and experience to improve 
the health of the poorest both in the developing 
world and at home.

Centers of learning like Johns Hopkins University 
and the University of Maryland have long been 
involved in foreign programs, which meant that 
Maryland was receptive to the idea from the start.

But what gave the initiative impetus was the first 
’lessons without borders* conference organized by 
the U.S. Agency for International Development in 
Baltimore in June 1994.

"America has done a bener job in some instances 
combaning difficult social problems abroad than we 
have done tn our own backyard,* says the agency, 
which promotes the idea of global solutions to 
common problems.

It argues that many initiatives in the developing 
world are equally applicable to U.S. inner cities. 
These include lessons from Jamaica on teen 
pregnancy and prevention of violence, and 
self-financing primary health care clinics in Bolivia.

In October last year, the agency sent Ms. Moms 
to Kenya with a delegation of Baltimore officials. 
She is director of operations for a city-wide program 
called Healthy Start, which
provides prenatal and infant care and family 
planning advice.

*We used to be focused on women, because when 
they came in for deliveries, oftentimes they came 
alone,* she said. ’And the assumption was that 
because they were not legally married, the men were 
not participants. The system did nothing to 
encourage the men to participate.

"What ] saw in Kenya was just the opposite. 
There, every opportunity is taken to engage the 
father. What.I learned is that we can do the same 
here, even in a nonmarriage situation. Regardless of 
the formalization of the relationship, the father is 
still involved in the life of the mother nine times out 
of 10.’

Ms. Morris said that the Kenya experience made 
her realize that American black society is not as 
matriarchal as it looks from the outside. As a result. 
Healthy Stan programs have been redirected not just 
at women but at ’mom, her significant other and the 
children.’

Going to Kenya also reassured Ms. Morris that 
some of the ideas already adopted by Healthy Stan

AUS Civ.' Gets Some Healthy Tips From

Africa
Lessons Without Borders ' 'Barefoot Doctors’
in Baltimore
BY Barry James
International Herald Tribune (8/16/95)
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like using volunteer workers from the community 
were on the right track.

*lt validated a lot of the concepts that we were 
trying to use here,’ she said ’Before, I was 
committed, but in a vacuum I asked, ’is anyone else 
doing this in the world'1’ Now 1 am more commined 
than ever ’

Maryland's agreement is with a branch of the 
World Health Organization that gets kudos for direct 
and efficient action in the world’s poorest countries 
It is called Intensified V.'HO
Cooperation with Countries and Peoples in Greatest 
Need, and its deputy director. John Manin, believes 
that the United Slates has a lot to gain from the 

program
’It may come as a surprise and a shock to many 

Americans to learn that U.S. inner city 
immunization rates are often lower than those of 
West Africa,’ he said "One has to ask oneself how 
and why this can be true.’

From his own long experience in the developing 
world. Dr. Manin, an Irish physician, has link time 
for the capital-intensive, top-down programs that 
pass for foreign aid in some countries.

Sending a scanner to an African country
ill-prepared to use it, he said, is almost ’a crime.’ 
What is often needed more, he said, is soap to 
improve hygiene, and seeds to create kitchen 
gardens and improve nutrition. Indeed, Dr. Martin 
argues, many of the problems of the developing 
world are more the result of poverty than lack of 
medical resources.

*We are convinced from our experience in the 
developing world that a purely medical approach 
will not work," he said. ’We think this is true also 
of inner-city populations.’

But this approach requires hard thinking about the 
root causes of poverty unemployment, lack of 
education and drugs. Ms. Morris noticed less of a 
drug problem in Kenya, although she Mid the 
country does have a serious problem with 
alcoholism. And Baltimore's high rate of infant 
morality 20 deaths per 1,000 live births, or more 
than double the national average can be directly 
traced to poverty, she said.

’Our technology in terms of keeping babies 
alive?’ she said. ’Hey, we’re cream of the crop.’ 
But despite the high-tech equipment, babies still die, 
she said, because of inadequate prenatal care, poor 
nutrition and, often, drugs.

With a more cohesive social structure, tighter 
families and a hunger for education, Kenyans appear 
bener able to cope with poverty.

"If we could take some of that fortitude over here, 
it would do us all a world of good, myself 
included,* Ms. Morris added

The agreement with Maryland will involve the 
state’s Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 
and various partners in collaborative programs, like 
community health,immunization strategies and 

disease control. It is specifically open for 
participation by private enterprise at all levels.

How this might work is illustrated by two recent 
WHO-sponsored visits to Sierra Leone by Jonathan 
R Foley, chief of primary care services for the sute 
Department of Health.

In the United Sutes he obuined laboratory 
equipment donated by U.S. public health authorities 
that was badly needed in Sierra Leone. At the same 
time he suggested computer training and software 
projecu in Sierra Leone for which Maryland 
companies would be capable of bidding.

Although a major donor to the World Health 
Organization, the United Sutes does not contribute 
to this particular program.

Dr. Manin Mid he hopes the cooperation with 
Maryland will help the United Sutes realize that it 
also can benefit from WHO programs Other 
industrialized countries, including Britain, Germany 
and Canada, make much greater use of the 
organization’s experience and technical expertise.

Dr. Manin Mid that although the United Sutes 
pays a good part of WHO’s overall budget, it has a 
poor understanding of what the organization can 
offer in return, while grumbling about the 
inefficiency of the United Nations system.

*We want to create an awareness of what we can 
do,* he said, ’because we cannot understand why 
the United Sutes does not take advanuge of what it 
has a right to.*
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may of which are yean behind
US. technology, into aurteta like 
Malayto.

A fanner Brittob coiocy, the
cooncry tea a lar^e EagHtoeperk- 
ing populace, i—*-—  *— —
gel Ironically,
euabtabed a "Buy ,  -» —
policy Both town cornbioe to «*g»ed on with US-AEP*a Envirow Another important moutcc te tte
make thil an ideal Harting pofat for matal Technology Network far Trade in Eaviroameatal Servicw 
may Anroica oonuauei. *’** (ETNA! winch Into environ- and Technologiea (TEST) project

Into ia anotar gtotal tatapot meatal hwinrun with cuteomixed which providaa maouroea fair UA 

far US. avirownanaJ tech- opportxmkiea gathered by US-AEP firm to draw apo. io the purtot of 
notogiea becaue of in Democratic nifaentauvea baled in nine Alia environmental traniactiona and aa- 

..  . ---------tamtoe btaiaei* linkagee in India.
"Now we are teeing two a faree TEST ii imptemeated by the Tnrta

Navtatofagto* _______ _ ____
comimnim lookfag to Cater far Trade A laveatment Ser 

 take ta global phage have accaea vita (CHS), a Waehfagtoa D C-
far Northwete avi- ID a amber of USAID-baaed ta-te tetonEa- e^r preiito,
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, tanagtag dtrector of pmraer- wim , catral pond of roarart on

USAID core fandfag of $100 mil- tort nxh aa to avinmmmg. ear-
ta^verfiveyyara.^US-AEP^cora- p, aghbutenaa. teahh. oui trafa-

— throe 'partner!' pwvide 
$400 mtam in leveraged cafa and 
te-kind cootributonr — to work 
with 34 countrtea and mnitoriro hi
Ato and the Pacific.

giiirnrowto. a middfa clara of 100
million to 200 million people, and  - -r
■ indrohiitl lector thto nfa ta top project a month that we would like Uial Oedk and IrveomeM Ca-
10 worldwide fa terma of output » go alter, and they cone right into |------ - ------- vr-^-rtrorwx j---------

here before," mya Tlttw.

^-STigtaSTte (taka

nSsAffteatootatadap-t. ST L_______ ______________
nenhip with ta Natfanai Aroocta- SA-2, Room 100, Waahington, DC 
don of State Devetopmafa Ago- 20523-0229.

opaeavira—_ 
and emri promt 
problama.

"We're had a number of 

experience! over to tot 
ynara." ha roya.

typita McNabb’! fnroraboaa. 
After tpcadlag two a three yeara 

fai work wkI hrvotmott to y a
Wof hatoto bran to Egyptfaa gov- 
craroatetoefaro to IWeEvur of a 

weed ^eefau tat wro cataag ir- 
ngfaion and Imtoh problema, the 
proapnet "tart of vaporfand fato 
ton air," ha recall!.

“Aa a Mall buaineu, we really 
can't afiojj ftai"

RMTa fertroro hi ta global 
martat toraed m 1993, when 
USAID cootactad ta flnn about 
getting fmaneml and trotatical ro- 
'  — puMteuto martat! In

EST&ra
_ . je fitet baa a toa cotet-

pteitevu advantage in tone parti of 
tawrold.

•Ttal kfad of floored rar bw 
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LOCAL PROBLEMS, GLOBAL SOLUTIONS

LESSONS WITHOUT BORDERS

by Hugh C. Minor IV

2.) People must take responsibility for 
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Many Americans often ask, “Why 

do we contribute to foreign aid?**. To 

address this issue the U.S. Agency for 

International Development has begun 

a series of workshops traveling 

throughout the country. The major 

focus of the lessons Without Borders 

workshops is to share lessons learned 

in development environments overseas 

with community-based organizations 

in the U.S. If these programs work in 

developing communities, why can't we 

adapt them to situations in our own?

Childreach, U.S. member of PLAN 

International, participated in a recent 

workshop in Boston, Massachusetts. 

The theme is best summed up by the 

subtitle: Local Problems, Global Solu­

tions. This workshop served to present 

lessons learned by international devel­

opment organizations to local commu­

nity organizations in Boston in the ar­

eas of Health, Education-Literacy, 

Housing, Economic Growth, Sustain­

able Communities, and Partnerships. 

Members of the Boston community 

hoped to benefit from years of practice 

in developing communities. Eor 

Childreach, this conference provided a 

great opportunity to share over fifty 

years of international experience with 

domestic groups.

PLAN’S health advisor, Dr. Remi 

Sogunro, prcsciitcd a case study of im­

munization from one of our programs 

m Delhi, Indi.i. In discussing this 

Ur'
their own health. Decisions must not 

be made by a supervising government 

but left for communities to decide. 

Organizations must begin by building 

trust and establishing credibility it they 

plan to have long-term sustainable 

programs.
3. ) Local groups must lie partnered for 

maximum success. Groups often over­

lap and mav learn from one another.

4. ) Populalimis must be understood 

and strategies must deal with each tar­

nership with local organizations CA$P 

(Community Aid and Sponsorship 

Program) and Love & Care.

Many issues were raised that relate 

directly to problems of domestic orga­

nizations.

I.) Health and immunization must be 

combined with other sectors. I here 

must be integration with skills training 

and education. In PLAN’S Dello 

project, mothers brought their chil­

dren to daycare while they worked or 

■

learned lietter job skills. While in day­

care, children received their regimen of 

shots. This system worked to provide 

education, skills training, and health 

care and could be easily duplicated 

here.

/

get group. Often programs fail be­

cause some aspect is not appropriate 

to its audience. It is essential to enlist 

local community leaders who know 

their members and to depend on these 

members for guidance and advice 

when establishing an infrastructure. 

Communities frequently know what is 

(best hut lack access to resources. 

Sometimes the greatest help is provid­

ed by connecting them to these re­

sources. ,
Other issued raised include (I) the 

mentality that poverty is overwhelm­

ing, (2) the unusual difficulties posedf 

by an immigrant population, and (3) 

the fact that long-term funding of 

projects is often difficult to find. The 

next step for most of these local 

groups is to get organized and apply 

these lessons to their daily practice. In 

local communities across the country, 

empowered groups arc beginning to 

collaborate to fill m the gaps created 

by inefficient public policy. New orga­

nizations are forming that resemble 

the efforts PLAN has witnessed over­

seas for years.

U.S. AID has engaged in a mam­

moth task by trying to share its expe­
rience with local communities. This 

idea is long overdue ami its acceptance 

by people who actually spend their 

days working in communities is appar­
ent.- It is for these |H-ople that 

Childreach is proud io lend a hand in 

helping to make a difference.

I&

project. Dr. Sogunro related PLAN’S 

efforts to train local community health 

workers to establish schedules of im­

munization and vaccination for hard 

to reach children. The program’s suc­

cess depended upon the commitment 

of volunteers as well as PLAN'S part-

..In
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Hillary Rodham Clinton, with her daughter, Chelsea, outside the Kelaniya Temple in Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Hillary Clinton a Traditional First Lady Now

Continutd on Page A7. Coiumn J
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woaurocuAiwr san* white wimcm?* 
■wten m US A. 31 ISM IK? - ADVT

a metaphor for the First Lady's 
newest role, for if Mrs. Clinton is still 
thinking globally, she is acting more 
locally than ever.

In stop after stop, she has played

X

to tie it.
The kit was a small step that 

might make a big difference, the 
kind Mrs. Clinton has witnessed over 
and over again on her 12-day good­
will tour of southern Asia, which 
ends today. It was also something of

By TODD S. PURDUM

COLOM BO, Sri Lanka, April 5 - A 
year ago, Hillary Rodham Clinton 
was visiting the biggest, most ad­
vanced hospitals in the Western 
world, proposing to change radically 
the way they did business. Last Fri­
day, she sat in a tiny clinic in the 
shadows of the Himalayas and 
learned about its latest innovation: 
the "Safe Home Delivery Kif

Inside a small cardboard box were 
the tools intended to reduce infant 
mortality in a country where more

than 10 percent of the 700,000 babies
bom each year die within 12 months:
A plastic sheet to provide a sanitary
surface, a bar of soap, a plastic disk
to rest the umbilical cord bn. a shiny
razor blade to cut it and a clean cord • the traditional role of First Lady as

wife and mother, emphasizing the 
imponance of educating girls and 
women, with her IS-yaar-old daugh­
ter, Chelsea, almost constantly by 
her side.

She has dressed in long sleeves 
and ankle-length skirts to avoid of­
fending Islamic sensibilities. At teas.

&
! 1

THE NEW YORK TIMES

!IJ

X 1
’ !

~-V "LlgB? ’T"



THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continue From Po«« Al

who've been imprisoned, tortured 
discouraged, barred from involve-

there U no easy way to live a Hie cT 
action and commitment And cer- 
tainiy when I think about the women

relations remain stable.
“I think you could help create a 

consensus around some certain bas­
ic principles, staying off a kx of the 
political disputes that are going to be 
between nations and between groups 
of people," she said. “You know.

used to. and one that she suggested 
her exposure to women who have 
suffered great hardships in this part 
of the world has helped to piece in 
perspective.

“If you venture forth in the world, 
whether you are a man or a woman.

even if there are disputes of a poUti- 
ca) nature, there ought to be some 
effort to work toward prwidmg 
these basic opportunities."

But experience has shown that 
many voters tend to look askance 
when Mrs. Clinton plays too great a 
policy role in the day-to-day affairs 
of the Administration, and she doubt­
less will have to continue to walk a 
fine line between pretending she 
wields no influence and being seen as 
too powerful It is a dilemma she isdoes violence to the spirit of the 

person and to the larger communi­
ty”

you are going to encounter difficul­
ty.” Mrs. Clinton said. “I mean.

Mves a year worldwide among vic- 
ums of cholera and diarrhea and 
that Is much leas costly than stand­
ard intravenous solutions used in the 
United States.

"Too many people at home don’t 
know the positive results that come 
from investments like this, and don’t 
know that something developed in 
Bangladesh can save lives in Louisi­
ana," Mrs. Clinton said in an implicit 
rebuke of demands by some leading 
Congressional Republicans to scale 
back foreign aid.

Mrs. Clinton also said she hoped to 
find new ways to replicate models 
from here in the- United Sates 
Those include the microcredit lend­
ing of the Grameen Bank in Bangla­
desh, which makes loans to poor 
people with no collateral in exchange 
for proposals to generate income, to 
the Self-Employed Women's Associ­
ation in India, which has organized 
poor women into unions of cigarette 
rollers and vegetable vendors and 
created its own bank.

Mrs. Clinton is honorary chairman 
of the American delegation to the 
fourth annual United Nations confer­
ence on women, to be held in Beijing 
in September, and she hopes to be 
able to go if United Statea-China

If Mrs. Clinton has sought to make 
any broader political point here, it is 
that a region often thought of as 
backward and hopeless has not only 
benefited greatly from American 
aid, which helped create programs 
like the Nepalese birthing kit, but 
that people here also have much to 

. teach America and the world.
Before leaving Bangladesh on 

Monday. Mrs. Clinton toured the In­
ternational Canter for Diarrheal Dis­
ease Research, a pioneering hosplul 
that developed an oral rehydratien 
solution of salts, sugars and grains 
that saves an estimated one milltaa

in speeches and visits to schools and 
hospiuls. she has taken such pans 
to avoid old controversies that she 
actually created some new ones, 
leading The Calcutu Telegraph to 
dismiss her as "singularly insensate 
and solely decorative."

Mrs. Clinton elliptically acknowl­
edged her shifting tone in an inter­
view with reporters traveling with 
her here, as she reflected on her 
meetings with women ranging from 
untouchables and ragpickers to 
prime ministers and presidents like 
Benazir Bhutto of Pakistan and 
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumara- 
tunga of Sri Lanka.

“1 think, that you have to keep true 
to your own beliefs about what is
important, and you have to say it 
over and over again,” Mrs. Clinton 
said. “But you always have to be 
open to new ways of saying it that 
perhaps are understood better. And I
think that is truly what’s at stake in 
lou of these settings around the 
world."

But the First Lady rejected any 
suggestion that by emphasizing 
what she calls the "human issues” of 
women and children she had some­
how forsaken the concerns about hu­
man rights and economic develop­
ment that plague this part of the 
world.

“I think by alking about girts and 
women, you're talking about human 
righu,” she said. “1 think there’s an 
absolute correlation there."

“1 don't think girls and women get 
as much attention on a regular basis 
as some of the well-publicized other 
instances of human righu concerns, 
and I believe we have to emphasize 
as much as possible that the denial 
of education, the denial of basic 
health care, the denial of choices to 
girts is a human righu issue,” she 
said. “Because it is the human poten­
tial that we are attempting to de­
velop, and the denying of it, I think.

ment in educational or professiona 
opportunity - what any of us ir 
America go through is minor in com 
parison."
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Speak the same language

utcu «iu» iu iiaaji ujc as lor vneisei s nxxner, sne sun u. ______ - .c . . r .
^ ofa bunwig H^Rodhun .eemed to be struggling to come to

Tve come-iwiy overwhelmed,’

"untouchables’—dosens of children 
stretched their arms to touch the

Clinton mated numerous pvalteto be­

tween propane i

First Lady ‘Moved,’ ‘Overwhelmed’ 

On Asian Journey of Self-Discovery

reach the fifth grade, an ancient fort 
was transformed nto a magical fairy­
land to entertam the first lady.

She rode elephants in the misty 
riiadows d the Himalayas in Nepal 
wtoch has some d the world's most

In India, she toured the Taj Mahal, a 
sublime work d architecture in a na­
tion in which 40 percent d its 900 mil-

were plugging her husband's f*"— cause she is a girl and is valued less 
on the campaign trail in Middle *m*T- than her brothers.
kx half a globe and worlds away. Asshepreparedtoendherjour-

But this was alien to the daily Ims «y. Clinton said she was impressed
- —* -«•— *---------- —— pg. by having ’seen women who are be-'

rapw-fr. ginning to find their own voice.* She

ShD. in nations sensitive to outsale 
criticism—particularly by Ameri­
cans—Clinton found henelf doaked m 
some d the same adence the teenager 
addressed in her poem. She also wit­
nessed the paradox d nations run by 
some d the world's most powerful 
women that stdl ofier girte less educa­
tion. food and health care than boys.

In Pakistan, where only 28 percent

—Of nlrnce.
But it was also dear that Clinton 

was using this tnp to readjust her 
own voice, which has been cnucued 
as much too loud m her husband's ad­
ministration. The tnp was a very pub- 

the second half d his term focusing 
on matters more traditionally associ­
ated with first ladies—women's and 
children's issues.

Responding to suggestions that 
she ignored an opportunity to dis­
cuss human nghts abuses with lead­
ers d nations notorious for them, 
she said. *1 think by talking about 
girls and women, you're talking 
about human rights.’

1 don't thmk girls and women get as 
much attention on a regular basis as 
some d the weS-pubbcaed other in­
stances d human nghts concerns.* she 
continued. 1 believe we have to em- 
phasae as much as possible that the 
demal d education, the demal d basic 
health care and the demal d choices to 
girts is a human nghts ssue.*

every five girts wiO dfo before the age 
d 5 and one woman in 18 wdl die dur-

d most d her Abb audiences, 
fare a group d Indan women

had never ridden in a car—she men- composed jn her honor by New Defiu

By Molly Moore about d’fferent cultures and coon-.
tries became a journey'of self-

  „ ---------------------------- discovery both for her and her
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka. April 5— daughter, Chelsea. ‘Chelsea has

In a Bangladeshi village of the lowest been writing many postcards to her 
of low-caste Hindus—often called friends to explain in words what this

meant to her,* Clinton said.
As for Chelsea's mother, she still

Clinton, the woman they'd been told terms with the sensory overload she
was Queen d the World. experienced on a tnp that took her

In villages bke Mowhahatl where from extravagant palace dmnen to
government officials and high-caste medical research centers where ema-
Hindus—much less foreigners—sei- aated children writhed with the pain
dom venture, it is believed that just d malnutrition and dehydration.
touching someone d higher caste will Clinton said she and Chelsea were
bring more respect and honor to a per- ‘overwhelmed ... by the conditions
son at the lower end d the social scale, some d the people we met were liv-

But in a reversal the villagers mg m, but also very moved by how
couldn't possibly comprehend, it was people were attempting to make the
the poor inhabitants d the mud and most d [their] situation ... knowing
straw huts d the nce-paddy commu- they have so few d the advantages
mty who won the respect d the first we take for granted.*
lady d the United States. She listened as Zahanara Begum

tdd her how the local Muslim reb-
Chnton said d the Bangladeshi vil- g»us leader in her Bangladeshi com-
lagers and dosens d other women munity refused to pray for the dead
she encountered in a 12-day visit, children of women who defied his
ending today, across the Indian sub- wishes and joined the Grameen Bank.
continent. "What any d us n Amen- "tech provides loans to some d the
ca go through is mmcr m oompari- world’s poorest people.
son.’ She watched u a Pakistani woman.

In the first few jet-lagged days d her >rms coated in brown goo,
her journey through India, Pakistan, smashed cow dung into smeOy patties
Nepal. Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, t0 fuel her cooking fires.

r She watched elementary school
tween propams and problems n the fnis acting out a scene repeated d-
United States and those in South ten m then homes: a mother telling a ui,
Asm, often sounding as though she daughter she can't go to schod be- „ allowed to

than her brothers.
As she prepared to end her jour-

Be- hy having "seen women who are be-' _ __

boned a White House proposal to take
away diivei s' termars i_ ,
far certain here to incorporate part d it

By tour’s end, however, what Too many womre
Omton first billed as a tnp to learn h too many caantria
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bon people live in destrtubon. accord­
ing to U.N. cntena.

The first lady also gn*(M with par­
adoxes tn her own life. As to preached 
education and seff-suffidency to women 
m villages, towns and college lecture 
haDs. she seemed uncomfortable with a 
question posed by a woman member of 
Bangladesh's Grameen Bank “Do you 
earn your own income?"

1 am not earning my own income 
now that my husband is president.’ to 
repbed. noting that in pre-White House 
days to sometimes earned more that 
her husband. And, to was quick to 
add. 1 will later again earn my own m-

__anDMIU
WMary R^tam OintM and dauchtw. ChtoM, right, carry tray* «f tomra to pteee at a Mdtot tonto tot Ctowto.
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Seattle post-Jntelligeneer

Agency chief on the stump for foreign aic

Aiwood. who will be meetinc with trade and eppointmenti canceled and I find it ven hard to

chairman of the Foreign Relatione Committee, and but to fo to the peoplehe Mid. 
other eonaervative Republican, who My foretfn aid Foreign aid ‘ian t a giveaway Ifa not a chai
la money down a rat holenoney down a rat hole » lf» an investment in the future in develot

Given the deficit squeeze, foreign ahi ia under markets. That's a very practical argument to mak

I

protection, which helps the 
United States, because air and

isresta to provide 
desperately poor 

lea. He argues thatregions of AMea. He argues that ulatioo of Rwanda and 74 per- ' groups 
aid pmootas stability and oco- cent of that of Liberia are at forest 
oomic growth, and eventually risk of death from starvation topics, 
provides markets for American and diaeaae. ajm
goods AM also helps forestall

group called Long Live The 
Kings, which is working to pro-

come to AID'S defense and perhaps bring pressur 
bear on Congress.

"f've had maybe in the past two weeks five or

Atwood is fighting back with a public campaign.

out, and so he will be taking his message to 
communities around the country, hoping they will

Even If an 
foreign aid were

Foreign aid is a wise investment that will Mve you 
money, help you make money and help protect the 
environment to boot

Atwood, who will be meeting with trade and

A Muarr MfwsPAPf R

fmuArr ts, isss

Foreign aid: A payoff in markets
From Pape 1 

in an interview.
“The foreign aid program.

wherein we made investmenu
30 yean ago, haa now paid off in
huge amounU of exports that
r_ *- -
Thailand. Indonesia."

Congress won’t listen, he says, 
so he takes case to the people

By Chrtatophwr Hansow
COTveonowv_________________________________

WASHINGTON - Taking his case to the public 
because he Mys Congress won t listen to him, the 
chief of the Agency for International Development is 
pleading to spare foreign aid from congreMional as- 
wieldera

AID Director Brian Atwood planned to be in 
Seattle today with this m«>sage for the Northwest:

scrapped, ft 
would do little to 
help with the 
daunting deficit 
problem.

IJ* l°rh*en- ‘ U»»M “r„ - - ---------------- are very aware they are living in a global econo
h'.n' ‘**y d0 ,n ‘•H 0{ tr’de *,th Asia." Atwood !

Seo FOBC1GN AID Pape AS "

ket." he said in a recent news- federal budget In fact it is only 
- --------------------------- - - >half of 1 percent

Even if all foreign aid were

and tribal-based warfaro that help with the daunting deficit 
has plagued much of Africa, problem, he Mid.
some analysu think such an Atwood Mid the AID confer- 

There is qualified optimism make a further"pr'int* Foreign

the siU In April of a major first-world economy, among protection, which helpa the
conreronct, organised by AID. many mvestors. But assesa- United States, because air and

Wfh,eh n1? f*®. fore;<n menu about the economic fts- water pollution and .global

eign aid haa helped battle envi-
.ronmenul problems worldwide
It is one of several regional
conferences the agency is plan-
“"len. Mitch McConnell. R-

Ky . chairman of the Senate
Foreign Affairs subcommittee
that ovarseea foreign assistance
haa propoaad reducing aM to
poorer eouwtriae especially in
Africa, by up to K percent GOP
critics have equated such aM 
with welfore and aoae argue it
is wrong to cut domestte t 
groma without cutting foreign have suffered from intense trlb-

Atwood's respona* to that it to be bleak. 
ir ia US. internets to provide According to a recent CIA countries for talks with Indus-

paper column in the Christian one-half of I percent
Science Monitor. Even if all foreign aid were

Given the chronic instability scrapped, it would do little to

has plagued much of Africa, problem, be Mid.

■ H*,* 10 “ d *fcout Scylh Afrv«. «v*.r'j has a aid promotes environmental

conference, organised by AID. many investors. But assesa'

countries will discuss how for- turo of such countries as Soma- wanning are problems that cut 
‘ 1 across borders.

The environment doesn't 
know borders, and it does im­
pact on ua We spend S190 
billion to protect against emis­
sions created by our own indus­
try, and yet we only spend MOO 
million overseas to guard 
against emissions that will im­
pact our environment By the
year X10 we will have more
emissions coming into our enri- 
ronment from overseas than we 

IM UM. .U0 a.- “

al conflict and civil strtfo. tend aide. Mid the conference wouM 
—— — briB< *■ U*au fro“ foreign

i According to a recent CIA emuttrin for talks with indua- 
poor estimate. 90 percent of the pop- try, labor and environmental 
. — “ . iiatbe Northwest on

prosarvatioo and other

------------------ Among the visitors will be a
- , ------------------------------------1 On the quesdoa of deflett team from southern Africa
civil wars that often coat Ameri- reduction. Atwood cited opinion which, with AID assistance, has 
ea for emergen^ aid and peace- si rveys that suggest the public worked to mve t nd ante rod elo- 
keepi ng. be said. is misinformed about the site of phants and rhinos. They will

"Africa to today what the the foreign aM program. Ac- discuu lesaons learned with a 
Latin American and Asian mar- cording to a recent University of group called Long Live The 
kets were a generation ago. It ia Maryland poll, a majority be- Kings, which is working to pro- 
the last great developing mar- lieve it is over 19 percent of the tect threatened Mlmon runs.
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Third World Lends a Hand to U.S. Cities
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NASWTs Jane Crosby, with A.I.D. Administrator J. Brian Atwood, in Boston.
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more than 70 percent in Egypt, India and 
Sri Lanka. Participants sought ways Io 
apply those countries' immunization out­
reach and service-delivery strategies in 
the United States.

• Oral rehydration therapy — An ef­
fective, low-cost home Ireatmeid (level 
oped in Bangladesh for children with se­
rious diarrhea saves millions of lives

Nl<>w lieini* lesh'd in Uosloti.

V

S.•j.'

F
j

1993-94 NASW 
Audit Released ence. “We have tilings we can leatii from 

people in developing countries. Because 
they have fewer resources, they have had 
to be more resourceful in thcii ideas, 
their use of materials."

Among the programs discuss** I:
• Childhood Immunizations — 

Bostons 58 percent rale for immuniza­
tion of children under age 2 is the highest 
among m;yor U.S. cities, but Mill lags l>e- 
hind rates of 90 percent in Malaysia and

* -‘ft*.

HI I I H

40th Anniversary 
Mementos Sought

I'or informal ion on the Alliance for 
Global Community (202) M7 S227; by 
e mail allium interaction.ory

>.■■■ ••

ftj Not needed are issues of the 

NASW NEWS, books, minutes of 
,, meetings and other documents 

likely to be in the archives already. 

Send material to: NASW 40th 
Anniversary, 750 Flrat St., N.E., 

r Suite 700, Washington, D.C. 80002.

oral rcliydralion < ould save lives al a 
fraclion <>l ihe cosi of in hospital intra­
venous trealmenl In the I I S., diarrhea 
kills up lo (W < hildren and sends thou- 
sjuids to I he hospital each year.

• “Microcnlerprisc”— Loans lo 
small, often family-ow ned businesses in 
Bangladesh and Lilin America — even 
$ ID lo buy a sewing machine — have en­
abled start-up concerns to succeed and 
create jobs. Organizations such as

Working Capital in 
Massachusetts are 
following the same 
model, providing 
loans to small busi­
nesses in New 
England that often 
have trouble ob­
taining conven­
tional linancing 
Working Capital, 
like several of its 
counterparts over­
seas, boasts a 98 
percent loan-re­
payment rah*, 

g 'Hie first Lessons 
S Without Borders 
j conference was 
o held in Baltimore 

last summer Addi­
tional conferences 
are planned for

Seallh* and other locations this year The 
Oregon, Washington, and Idaho NASW 
chapters, designated as a I*roje<*l Center 
under NASW’s Violence and llevelojr- 
ment I’roject (May 1991 Aaiv.s|, will par 
ticipate in the Seattle event. ♦

A REPORT on the financial 
audit of NASW for fiscal year 1993- 
1994 la available to members upon 
request For a single copy, send a 
stamped ($.78), self-addressed 9" 
by 12" envelope to: Paul O'Donnell, 

' Director, Accounting and Budget, 
ft NASW, 750 First St., N.E., Suite 

700, Washington, DC 20002-4241.

ENTION FOREIGN All) and 
most people think of I I.S. dona­
tions to the Third World But at 

an Octotjer conference in Boston, the 
roles wen* neatly reversed, with know­
how from coimlries like Bangladesh 
l>eing used lo address problems of U.S. 
inner cities, such as housing, child health 
and nutrition, illiteracy and economic 
stagnation.

The Lessons Without Borders confer­
ence, sponsored by
the U.S. Agency for
International Devel­
opment (A.I D.) in 
conjunction with 
the Healthy Boston 
coalition and the Al­
liance for Global
Community, drew 
some 300 partici­
pants, including
NASW members,
A.I.D. officials and 
community organi­
zations* representa­
tives. The alliance 
is a group of more 
than 100 organiza­
tions, including
NASW, that seeks
to promote greater
awareness of the 
developing world.

Participants examined successful pro­
grams developed by A.I.D. and other 
groups in the Third World and studied 
how such strategies could be applied to 
U.S. conununities.

“Il is helpful to know what other social 
workers are doing around tire world," 
said Jane Crosby, an advisory panel 

. orate the assoclation'B 40th 
e nivereary. Items needed include, 

buttons, pins, photographs with 

identifications, conference pro­
grams, ribbons and souvenirs of all 

' types.
The material will be displayed at 

NASW’s conference in Philadelphia 
this October and at other events 

‘ throughout the year.
Donated items will not be re­

turned; they will become part of 

NASW’s archives.

, XTASW SEEKS social work 
IN memorabilia to help commem-
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I

percent of BaJumore i children un-

1 think they are probably tiring a have a major commitment to using 
better job Un Kenya) than we are to to participate tn family plan-

cessful in Third World countries, but Insurance. In developing nations 200 health and social workers, peo- 
it has not been replicated in the U.S. there isn't a formal soda! security pie from chanties and public offi- • 
very much.' net* he said. dais.

- a factor, a 
>‘s mission was

Baltimore, marylani

prises tn Kenya. CEBO trains and to the Third World to the competl- 

flnwices aspiring small businesses bon with the fanner Soviet Union.

longer
AID'S 1

Far^decades AID has helped poor 

literacy programs, financed firms 

and small businesses.

A psrt of the agency's moOvaban

By Richard O'Mara
Sun Staff Writer

4 plan African fact-finding safari
Health, economy 
will be examined

Penny Borenstein. head of the to- C  
munizatlon program at the dty 1.000 live births in Sandtown'-Wm-
Health Department hopes to find in Chester and Hartan Park — match 
Africa a way to raise Baltimore's or exceed those of many Third World

_1t s pretty bad,’ said Mrs. Morris. 
>

What can Baltimore learn from ~~ *““ “**“ to 9 or 10 percent. Ow goal is to
Africa? The reasons, she said, have to do reduce the infant mortality rate by

The answers should be tn by mid- with the failure of pediatricians to 50 percent over the next five years." 
November when four Baltimoreans gtve the shots regularly enough, and
— two health professionals and two the failure of parents, especially

nomlc development — return from a seen a case of polio or diphtheria, to

Lee Tawney, an assistant to May­
or Kurt L. Schmoke, secured a 
•55.000 grant from the Chesapeake 
Health Care Foundation.

With it he brought the AID ex-

The reason? He suspects the absence of such
"We don't have many very small protection might engender a differ- 

vlllages where peer pressure acts as ent. maybe even a more helpful kind 
a social collateral. In urban areas we of attitude.
can't keep track of people." and the Daisy Manis Is going to East Afrl-
pressure to repay loans, absent the ca as a representative of Healthy 
"aocial collateral." is weaker. Start, a quasl-pubUc agency which is pens back to Baltimore this month

■We want to find out how it trying to bring down Infant mortality for the first of two workshops, and
works, how to overcome those prob- levels to the worst parts of Bahl- arranged to send the four Baltimor-
tans."ahesaid. more. cans to Africa far two weeks.

With that no I
reconsideration of.
ordered.

,. _ . ------- to June, a conference was hdd at
to each other. These are women here. Tn this country we hare a safe- Morgan State University, attended 
who have no credit, h is very sue- ty net — welfare and unemployment • by Vice President Al Gore and about

idea what she might learn tn Africa.
Tm really hoping to see how peer 

lending works.* she said.
She described peer lending 

financing system popular in African ed in teaming how small scale entre- 
villages in which very low income preneurs in Kenya operate within a 
women pool their money and tend it social context much poorer than

to Baltimore.
'as a He said he is particularly tnterest- 
rrlcan edin*

levels — 19 deaths per

Health Department hopes to find in Chester and Hartan Parii^ match

child immunization level
Figures show that only about 55

der two hare all their shots. we would like to see is doser

The reasons, she said, have to do reduce the infant mortality rate tty 
th th^ failure nf 50 nercent nwr th* •

November when four Baltimoreans give the shots regularly enough, and

others involved tn grass-roots eco- younger parents who have never ““ J™1 _ta Keny* to help her

Visit to Kenya.
The four, who will leave today for

And what does she think she

reach that goal?

take their chlltfren to get them. They work with dads over to
, *We have an Immunization van. Kenya. We work with young fathers,

Africa, will tour health and economic We offer services to communities and pan of the things we teach them 
development projects there run by and often Ornes we don't get much of is to be good parents. To the extent 
the United States Agency for Inter- a response.* Ms. Borenstein said. we can talk to other cultures that 
national Development and Catholic
Relief Services. 1   

Their trip may be the moat con- mobilizing community thought on btog.. .'that would be truly great* 

crete result to flow from the decision the importance of tmmunizaban. "M-
made last spring by J. Brian Atwood, that they have found a way of con-
AID director, to apply the knowledge vtoclng parents this is important, to
his agency has accumulated abroad get your shots on a routine basts.* “d
over the years to problems at home. aheaaid. meraev nrcai.m. Hn.nr-a r—

Amanda Crook, .head of a non- Michael Gaines, who rum a auup
profit agency called Women Entre- called the Council for Economic and - r w  
preneurs of Baltimore, which helps Business Opportunity, will be look- since its inception sprang from a 
poor women start businesses, has an tng at AID-sponsored micro-enter* need to win friends for this country
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Four Baltimoreans, Amanda Crook (left). Penny Borenstein, Michael Gaines and Daisy Morri 
going to Africa to study health services and they hope to bring back ideas to implement locally.
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Local delegation takes off for Kdnya in search of answers

Dcvelopineiil < AIIM

ini..r •«.. t e.... .. II.l»i

t NTSCon-p.i'-

t
V <w

♦

0
I

I-

I

»r pr<» hllnit M «» lliird hoi M oimI <ir>rl<>|d»K < tHiMrlrs IhnMRh *• 

I mlKhl hair rrlrtaiu r for ifomrslk proMrnis. «■* rirteMtrd ■! iMa 

it». I ill to tight: Morgarrl Nruxe. dipiit) dlrrrtar. tHfkr o<

iniormalion is cnlii.il in 
developing siiliiiinnv to 
ptoblems that we ;ill laic m 
U S cilies."

The eeneais for the Kenya

f •

On Monday. <hI U. a loin 
member delegation .ippoinii'd 
by Mayor Kurt Sil ike will 
leave for Kenya to vec lit'-l 
hand how dc» clopnienl 
projects o|h-i.iI<* in ilmd woild 
or developing nations, null 
the idea ol  tli.it

F ’ ■.

’W

tup goes b.ii k Io a U'li'S iM'd 

ilisi iissinii lii-lwri-ii I lliiatl 

Atwood, .idniinistialoi ol the 

US Agent y lot Inti'in.il tonal 

.ind

Ijilreprenenrs ol Baltimore 
(Wl III. Hr I’enny Borentein. 
Baltimore City department of 
Health, and Michael Gaines 
Si . president ol the Council 
Im l.coniimtc and Business 
Oppoiliinily It I BO)

I nnding the v isit is the 
Chesapeake Health Plkn 
Inundation which Was 
established Io identify and 
fund programs that will 
improve the delivery of 
services to city residents. Dr. 
Gustav C Voigt, president of 
the Inundation, and his wife, 
will also be members of the 
delegation.

Hie delegaliun. which will 
telurn in mid November, will 
Ik- tiling repot Is Iront Kenya 
that will appeal in this 

newspaper
In coninienling on the basic 

mission ul the delegation, 
which is to identify creative 
and innovative ideas and then 
Irclp develop a mei hanism for 
implementing them as local 
policy or ptngiams. Mayor

M.iiioii Wiiglil I di lni.ui. 

pii-sldclil. < luldieii s legal 

H> h list I mid. in wliiih they 

agiecil flic i vpi-ilisr AIH lias 

gleaned horn landing

M[ H (

cx|>ciicih v In l<»* .il illllVi < dv 

iK iglibui llttoils vvliric
ills m.n Im* m vMiicmr 

|MS\ C| l\

lli< leg.ilmu iit« 11111rs 
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I >11 i t loi A iii.hkI.i ( ouk . 

|H t Milt III ol WoillCII

IwfttrmBMi M Lew Ike II.N. priif n
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Vice President M troff 
launched the effort here in 
Baltimore and was the key 
note speaker. Mr. Gore 
recognized that this country 
has sent thousands of workers 
to foreign countries to provide 
an array of services in family 
health, housing, hunger relief 
and small business 
development. Since the early 
1960 s.

America has spent billions 
of dollars addressing the 
plight of third world nations 

and has learned a great deal; 
from these efforts. Mr. Gortj 
said “It is time to bring this 
knowledge back home.**

Other speakers included 
Mayor Schmoke, Mr. Atwood,. 
U.S. Senator Paul Sarbanes; 
and U.S. Representative,* 
Kweisi Mfume.

Following the conference a 
workshop was held at the 
Johns Hopkins School of; 
Public Health, to provide ao( 
opportunity for professional * 
line staff to discuss program 
issues with SAID 
professionals in micro 
enterprise development and 
family health planning. 
Representatives from CEBO, 
WEB and the Healthy Start 
program - in
Sandlown/Winchester 
attended.

The Hopkins* Lessons; 
Without Borders workshop 
also served as a prelude to the

development projects overseas 
could be shared and utilized 
by institutions in this country..*

Among the program’s 
viewers was Lee Tawney, an 
aide to the mayor, he shared 
;he idea of using experience! 
gained overseas to deal with 
domestic problems with the 
mayor and shortly thereafter 
“Lessons Without Borders’* 
was inaugurated in the city.

One of the first steps was 
to hold a conference in June 
at Morgan State University 

that involved over 200 
professionals from Baltimora, 
AID and other cities in the 
U.S. to focus on fkmily heaMi 
and economic efipowermeat 
issues.

The conference included 
presentations from local 
professionals in family heaMi 
and economic development 
and AID. While this was the 
first of its kind, other 
conferences will be held 
around the country in cities; 
such as Chicago, Atlanta and 
New Vock
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The Christian Science Monitor

The Monitor’s View

‘First the blade, then the ear, then thefuU grain in the ear.\

Microenterprise Gains

rate.

is.

*

ONE of the lessons for anyone looking at 
the issues of jobs and income considered 
in the space above is how vast and 
diverse the United States economy really

million in loans last year, averaging $
503 each, with a 98 percent repayment

The lessons don’t always transfer 
perfectly smoothly. Abroad, development 
officials work with ’’solidarity 
organizations” in different cultures - 
groups of housewives who take turns 
receiving loans from pooled funds, for 
instance.

But these organizations have no real 
counterpart in the US; development 
experts have to invent something like 
them to do the job, including providing 
the peer pressure that gets loans repaid.

It is not always easy to separate the 
entrepreneurial mind-set from the 
social-service agency mentality; the loan 
committees must make some clear-eyed 
assessments of their neighbors’ abilities 
to repay loans. And microenterprise can’t 
be seen as a quick fix to the welfare 
crisis.

But microehterprise has a populist, 
grass-roots quality that endears it to the 
social and political left, as well as an 
inherent conservatism that makes it 
appealing to top-down organizations like 
the World Bank.

Not everyone works for IBM ancT 
General Motors; some people work at 
enterprises so small they barely show up 
in the statistics at all.

We were reminded of the quiet 
progress microenterprise is making in the 
US last week: Boston was the site of a 
conference called ’’Lessons Without 
Borders,” sponsored by the United States 
Agency for International Development.

The conference considered how cost­
efficient health, education, and economic 
development programs that have worked 
abroad can be adapted for use in the US: 
’’Reverse technology,” they like to call 
it. Microenterprise - providing jobs and 
opportunities for those without access to 
the usual capital and information sources 
- was a major element.

One microenterprise organization 
represented was Working Capital, in 
Cambridge, Mass., which operates 
throughout New England. It made $ 203 



Lessons without borders

JANET GREEN

B »

providing innovative low-cost health

close second.

s
I
io

• I M 
I n

ence aching for enlightenment 
But that's all changing. “Leesons 

Without Borders" will focus on what 

WASHINGTON 8ucceasft11 overseas relief and devel- 

oston is in the First World; °Pment strategies can teach Bosto- 
Bangladeah is in the Third nian8 about improving housing, 
World. Yet when it comes employment and self-es-

-------- to immunizing children, 166111 “ run-down, economically hard 
supporting small entrepreneurs wd Wtareas of the dty. 

providing innovative low-cost health Consider what the developing 

care, Boston doesn’t even rank a WDrid t6ach 118 about: 
close second. ■ Immunization. Boston has the

Most Americans think of the best e*rly<hildhood immunization 

United States as richer, wiser and rate “ United States, with 58 

more developed than the nations of of its under-2-year-olds pro-
the developing world. Regardless of •«ain8t m*ior tfiseases. Not
what one thinks about foreign assis- until you learn that the rate in 

lance to these countries, the issue is « 90 percent
usually framed as a question of char- a •7°b option. Microenterprise 

ity - the extent to which the United programs, which give loans to small 
States should help, teach or protect buemess owners, have helped create 

its less successful neighbors. Rarely j°bB and expand businesses through- 

do we consider what there nations 0,11 developing world. They are 

can teach us. now providing a much-needed eco-
But that’s changing Boston ■ nomic boost to impoverished eommu- 

now hosting an innovative confer- “b®8 “cross New England, 
ence that will show Americana how ■ Health care costa. Simple, cost- 
the developing world’s success in effective medical techniques perfect­
dealing with its problems can help us ed in the developing world offer ef- 
tackle ours. fective alternatives to much more ex-

Known as “Lessons Without Bor- pensive treatments. A pediatric team 
den," the conference is sponsored Boston City Hospital is testing a
by the US Agency for International typ® of oral rehydration therapy 

. Development and hosted by Mayor originally developed in Ban^adeah 

Menino’s Healthy Boston project that wiD.encourage US parents to 
. The conference wiD address the treat- diarrhea-stricken children at 

iasuss of hunger, poverty, environ- home rather than in the hospital In­

mental decay and political instability travenous treatment of dehydration 
that plague many nations. These costs $800 per day; the new home so- 
problema have the potential to touch hition costs only pennies per dose. In - 

every American. additon to saving lives, it could help
Past attempts to involve Ameri- reduce US health costs by H billion 

cans in international development b- every .year.
sues have had limited success be? ** In our increaaingiy interdepen- 
caure they haven't made there issues dent global community,* we need to 

relevant to people’s everyday Uvea. recognise that the seemingly dbtant 
Pictures of starving children or nations , of the Third World are in 

huddled refugees can move people to fact our neighbors and that foreign 

tremendous generosity, but thqr can aid la really world aid. If we heed 

also lead to superficial analyses and carefully the leaaotw of the develop- 
fickle commitments. Nor are relief ing world, well find that charity not 

and development organizations inno- only begnw at home but can also 

cent of preaching to the choir. Too lead us back there, 
often, well-meaning groups produce  

dense, jargon-riddled materials that Janet Gram is the dinetor cf the 

mistakenly presume a captive audi- AUmoe for a GlotaZ n~niminifif
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When the US Agency for International Devel- that has adapted the ACCION model, provides 
opment and the Healthy Boston Coalition convene $500 to $5,000 loans, networking opportunities and 
a conference today to address immunization, liter- business training to New England entrepreneurs, 
acy and economic development, the discussions ACCION and Working Capital boast that their 
will not focus on the problems of the developing loan programs enjoy 98 percent repayment rates, 
world. “Lessons Without Borders’* will look at Micro-enterprise is just one of the creative.Micro-enterprise is just one of the creative. 
Third World solutions to problems that exist right low-cost initiatives to be discussed at this week- 
hereathome. end’s conference. Sophisticated advertising and

In Bangladesh and Latin America, “micro-en- grass-roots health workers have raised immuniza- 
terprise” loans have helped fledgling enterprises tion rates in Zambia, Pakistan and Egypt In Mali, 
grow. When Blanca Consuelo Rodriguez wanted to informal community-based adult literacy programs 
sell stuffed animals in her marketplace in Guate- have helped break the cycle of illiteracy.
main, there was no small-business loan to apply “Countries with far fewer resources than we 
for, no business school to attend. But ACCION In- have manage to take those resources and accom- 
temational, which is dedicated to developing tiny plish more through community empowerment and 
businesses in Latin America, loaned Rodriguez $40 produce better, sustainable results,” says Judith 
to buy a sewing machine and build an inventory. Kurland, founder of Healthy Boston.
She now has two machines and two employees. We hope the conference will mark the begin-

This model has been successful in the United ning of an ongoing international dialogue that pro­
States as well. Working Capital, an organization vides solutions to problems at home and abroad.



shed a detnonstration project 

includes workshops lor prores-

organizations which

development — bringing together prac­

titioners in both areas to collaborate on

successful international programs in 

• 1.1 i L : J ™ ■klif-rtrivrita fimrlwi Io

•zz:Mayors

US. I

MAYO

c settings. The 

schedutod for

noaches to 

need; (4| Housing — Examining alter­

native methods of ownership and 

exploring flexible housing standards to

solutions to community problems.

USAID is currently holding discus­

sions with mayors wishing to sponsor 

future 'Lessons Without Borders' events 

in their cities. Information is available 

from Karen Anderson at (202) 647-

Is ue I >

rston agenda will 
Methods to over

their applicability to similar problems in

Boston and other domestic settings. 

third event has been

December in Seattle. 

According to USAID Administrator J. 

Brian Atwood, 'By examining models of

initiatives successfully implemented in 

developing countries and exploring

In "Lessons Without 
Borders," USAID Shares 
What It Has Learned with 
U.S. Cities

expand immunization coverage, cre­

ative approaches to delivery of a basic

ies participating 
initiative. Funding ror tfre 

>eing provided by the 

Health Plan Foundation.

improve access Io housing for low 

income families; (5) Building a 

Sustainable Community — Empowering 

individuals and strengthening local 

capacities in qn integrated and compre 

hensive fashion; and (6) Partnerships — 

Structuring relationships between com­

ing, environmental and humanitarian 

aid programs overseas.

Enticed 'Lessons Without Borders: 

Local Problems, Global Solutions,' the 

opening event in Baltimore in June was 

judged a success by local officials there,

By MMr* Brawn
This summer, the U.S. Agency for 

International Development launched a 

nationwide series of events designed to 

share with domestic practitioners some 

of the knowledge it has gained in more 

tian 30 years of delivering health, eco­
nomic growth, family planning, hous

ed, and by news 

promoted and covered it. The second 

event, set for October 21 and 22 in 

Boston, wiH build on the Baltimore suc­

cess, examining case studies of social

ically empower individuals and small 

businesses; (3) Health — Strategies to

determine how those models tnight be 

applied to address similar problems 

here at home.'

Covered on the Boston 

be: (1) Education — i------

come the problems posed by illiteracy 

and language barriers in order to pro­

vide access to basic services for city res­

idents; (2) Economic Growth — 

Microenterprise as a means to econom- t

Volume o 1
irn 1933 »he Official Publication of The. United .

resources and improves the delivery of 

services.
As a follow-up to their June USAID 

conference, Mayor Schmoke's office has 

established a demonstration project 

which indudes workshops for profes­

sional service delivery staff, access to 

USAID staff, internships for staff mem­

bers in Kenya and other countries with 

USAID missions, and a national confer­

ence next June for all cities participating 

in the USAID initiative. Funding for tfie 

project is being provided by the 

Chesapeake Health Pfon Foundation. 

An October 5 workshop in Baltimore 

linked health service delivery and 

microenterprise — business and job
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nixation and family health.”

11

ticulariy for infanta, children and of the key cocummitiea that the 

  »
ideaTthat will be opened bjTthia on behalf of the group, said, “Many 

. .. . . —«— ------1

aimaairead^Mrned abouVimmu- families that we're trying to re- 

ntationMdtanlly health.- t.
Someofthe“lessons”A.I.D. haa ««ne isaues that A.I.D. haa sd- 

Isarned are about innovative ways dresaed in third world countrm.

Foreign A.I.D. 
comes to JP

On June 27, J. Brian Atwood, to get around obstacles illiteracy 

Director of the U.S. Agency for represents for people in need. They 

; 7 1 Development have uaed visual communication
(A.I.D.), visited Boston with an of- «uch as cartoons and soap operas, 

fer that cities across the country paying local villagers to recruit 

Baltimore being the first, have peopletohealthoervicesandhav- 

lined up to take advantage of Why ing truck drivers deliver condoms 

not use the bank ofknowiedge that as they deliver beer. 
A^T p sociiniulAtsd through Mcrnbert of The Egitston 

its work providing foreign aid and Square Coalition were aa im- 

support in developing countries to pressed as Mayor Schmoke of Bab 

combat similar issues in Afteri- timore by these outcomes. The 

cn aties? Coalition, represented by Jackie

The idee, called "Lessons with- Jenkins-Scott, Dimock Conunu- 
out Borders,” seemed to appeal to nity Haith Center, Ma“*k 

agencies represented at a meeting Hacobian, Urban Edge and Dick 

with Atwood held in Egieston Jones, Boston Community Loan 

Square. Ted Landamark, Execu- Fund, expreesed their enthuaiae- 

tive Director far Healthy Boston tic support far the citywide effort 

suted,"^  ̂learned a greet deal The Coalition hopes the initiative 

from how developing nations have will be launched this fall with a 

addresesd health care needs, par- conference in Egieston Square, one 
ticulariy for infants, children and of the key communities that the 

young families. The exchange of project will serve. Scott, speaking 

idtn that will fr* np»rw«fi by thia on behalf of the group, said, “Many 

visit will help us better apply les- of the issues that confront area 

1 families that we're trying to re­
spond to in the community are the 

dresaed in third world countries.'



28 June 1994

Foreign aid for US cities

HELEN W. DONOVAN, Executive Editor 
GREGORY L. MOORE, Managing Editor

WILLIAM 0. TAYLOR, Chairman of the Board and Publisher

BENJAMIN B. TAYLOR, President
MATTHEW V. STORIN, Editor HDS. GREENWAY, Editor, Editorial Page

STEPHEN E. TAYLOR, Executive Vice President 
WILLIAM B. HUFF, Senior Vice President

'Hie program is paitly a publicity device to gain 
USAID wider support at home. Few Americans 
get a chance to see its programs in action overseas. 
Most who have are impressed with the w’ay food is 
distributed and health care information dissemi­
nated among a poor, often illiterate population.

As would be expected of an agency whose mis­
sion lies overseas, USAID cannot finance any of 
these programs at home. If they are to succeed 
they must be endorsed and promoted by private 
foundations and local governments. Ted Lands- 
mark of Healthy Boston, the city’s outreach 
program to improve human service access, is- 
working with USAID officials to make the Sep­
tember conference a success.

Boston Mayor Thomas Menino, who is not shy 
about adopting unconventional ideas, would do 
well to take an active role in the conference. 
USAID’s Atwood is wise to spread the experience 
of his agency to people who would otherwise not 
realize the similarities of their problems with those 
of millions of other urban dwellers around the 
world.

ie Boston <(5lobc

With foreign aid increasingly unpopular in 
Congress, the US Agency for International Devel­
opment has resorted to creative, low-cost ap­
proaches to help the poorest nations improve 
health care and economic opportunities. Now it is 
willing to teach these same techn’ques to Boston 
and other cities throughout the United States.

The lessons of Calcutta and Cairo may seem to 
have little relevance for Boston residents. Yet in 
this medical and educational metropolis the immu­
nization rate for children under 2 is only 58 
percent, which is still the highest rate among 19 
major US cities. In Egypt, India, Sri Lanka and 
Indonesia t^e immunization rate exceeds 70 
percent. In some sections of Boston it is difficult to 
start and sustain a new business. The Grameen 
Bank in Bangladesh has had great success in pro­
viding small loans to start-up enterpreneurs.

J. Brian Atwood, director of USAID, was in 
Boston yesterday to promote “Lessons Without 
Borders.” He hopes to hold a conference here in 
September similar to the one held in Baltimore 
earlier this month, which was enthusiastically sup­
ported by Mayor Kuit Schmoke.

Founded 1 8 7 t
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munitie* are mortifying. There are poor neigh* developing world—can lend a helping hand by 
borhoods around the country with infant mortali- advising hard-pressed U3. communities bow

II
 fl

ty rates that rank right up there with countries they can use techniques from the Third World to 
where Peace Corps volunteers and American aid address their own problems. After decades of 
workers are being dispatched to work. We think work abroad, AID has learned many lessons. This 
of children who die from diarrhea as being only experiment can usefully teach Americans another 
found in countries like Bangladesh or Burkina lesson: Images of Third World deprivation are 
Faso. In America's inner cities and in rural universal; they can be even found on U.S. soil.

nsJjIngton
AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

i communities, however, hundreds of our own 
ilti- children are dying or being hospitalized each year 

more this week is supposed to be a winning from this disease.
' ' * ' ** i Vice President Gore noted that only 39 per- 

 ------- • cent of mner-dty children were immunized
bnng to America's poor communities some of the against measles m 1990. Stack that up against 
.-------- .-------. ---------------------------- ... _____

percent immunization rate, or India's 80 percent 
or the 88 percent immunization rate achieved in 

opening act. His reasons for doing so were candid the Philippines. The sad fact is that some of what 
and telling about America today. ails the most devastated countries on earth also

It is an unfortunate fact of life,” said Mayor afflicts communities within our own borders: 
Schmoke, “that we have in certain pans of our illiteracy, poor nutrition, little or no prenatal 
dty health problems, housing problems, that care, disease, joblessness and, ultimately, hope- 
resemble those in Third World countries.** Those lessness. 
words could have been spoken by any big-city The Agency for International Development 
mayor in America. can’t be expected to solve problems on American

The similarities of conditions in the developing soil; the law prevents AID from doing that. But 
world and American inner dties and rural com- perhaps the agency—taking a page from the 

Foreign Aid Comes Home
HE “Lessons Without Borders” program 
launched by Vice President Gore in Balti-

proposition for all. The idea, generated by the
U.S. Agency for International Development, is to
I ’  * ’ ‘ 
lessons AID has learned while operating pro- poverty-ridden Egypt, where AID reports’ 
grams in the developing world. Baltimore Mayor percent immunization rate, or India's 80 oe 
Kurt Schmoke volunteered his city to be AID’S



TIIE-^ 
JU JL A, JI X ZZ—UNf • * SUN

HOME DOJVERT: »• • NEWSSTAND: 50« BALTIMORE. MANTLAND

Lessons from the Third World

Latest

News a
SPORTS

IhMttnedDcadMLttieUiltedStatco tlO MMl't20 cnabte women to Invest in tptanlnf 
, nmol onatca cf people to poor wheoa or other etpOpmcnt necemary to begin vtiy 

------- economic development efforts, amal busineaaea. or *takn» entcrprtaca.* By bdp-
Now. when Americana have plenty of renaon to be Ing theac people lap toto Ihdr own energy and 
concerned about their own Economic well-being, toittatlve. the bank enables them to mapiify thdr 
•toany voters are begnning to look aakance al the household income and improve their famliy'a 
thancy spent on foreign aid. The partnership lnat»- standard oflMng. Pknpams modeled on the Gra- 
guralcd thia past week between Baltimore and the mcen Bank have given similar chances to poor 
•US. Agency for International Development Is people here; how can we expand these efforts? 
aimed at finding ways to apply the leasona learned Anyone familiar with the lives of very poor pro­
to dcvck^Knent efforts overseas to aomc of Assert- pie. whether in Inner cities or rural areas, knows 
<ta*a urban Sa. their problems tranacend national borders. Their

The lesaona abound: HaM may be poor. Bdacra- problems reach far beyond the dally challenge to 
He and desperate. Bui to many arpae M doeop BmlntatoadcquatefDodandahdter.Ftomunantlc- 
better to toununlztog Its children against common ftiated petffiancles. Infant mortality and unhealthy 
childhood diseases than some parts of Baltimore, children to lack of jobs or no access to credit, the 
|k>uld we team something from their approach? problcma of poor people to Maryland look a tot like

Bangladesh also has enormous oaiaery and dep- thoac faced by the poor elsewhere to the world. 
Ifratlon. But through M* Innovative Grameen Bank II la refreshing to see that a federal agency 
« has found a way to provide capital to mUltanadf charged with funding development programs to 
poor people, particularly women, to this emmtry. other countries can also recognize the importance 
poor people are caught to a credit bind, vastly tonit- of flndtog ways to share what M teams wMh people 
tag their ability to capMatoe on their own InNlattve. to thia country. That not only enriches efforts to 
WMhoidmQhcyoroihcraeseta.lt Io hard to qualify help poor Americana; M also helps to Inform tax­

payers about the vital role forelp aid can play in a 
fcund that loam of even dangeroua|yunatahle world.

Pte more

JESTS’.
‘■■UBSe WIN4I 
wonccmed about their
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Gore launches U.S. AID’S help for city

(he um

r

•round an

Al Morgan Slate. Mr. Oort poM-

IhepMM ntetdagakMiimaafcAMiBaiUmove. 
fewer than had the city'a two-year-

mi admtnMnUor. ^■wi Ilnar-1 ~
lhcytee P****' cordb* to Datoy Monta. who nma •’■“■r

•I

lereai In drawing on AID know how.

IE
«>

V

'A

b*

i

I

i >>.

«

1

'•r

Rortnershjp targets
Baltimorespoverty *7*^

UaUon headquartera M WoodMwa 
and continued a theme that be 
raised at Morgan Slate: the ben^i 
krterrenUon of government

r  Twenty (he or 30 years age.
from AID and the more than 70 percent of the Amerl 

! left that government 
---------do the right thing In aohlng 

national problems Now only 20 per 
cent believe that.* he aMd.

■We have to put the customers

ium> kiwmm n«n nsas

Vice PreaMeal Al Gore watches aa Marcus Sanford, held by awlber 
---- r Saafard. MU while awae Mae Lee prepares taaaiuaiiMioa.

By Richard O’Mani 
Sun 3Ud Writer

money to poor people who have no 
coMaleral. but tfo have an Idea for a 
bualneaa. or *adi im nlrrprtar.* Mr. 
Gore aakt

AID also Iraina and deptaya lacai 
community votunieera to aaalal pre­

Aller that he visited the Family feaatonal health workers and com

reices to needy tamMen.

H T • f ALL

Speakkig at a conference tilled vaccinallona — 
-Leaaons Without Borders.- at Mor around an tount

apply here the agency-s expertise m such as Meracy tratoMg. prenatal 
helping people wtoed to poverty. care, nutritional tofarmallon and

*----------- and waa ritown
ntealion bua IhM 
nt*H>orhoods to-

nlque are can uae here. Something
developed to help nationa elsewhere
can help here."

And the reverse can be true. Ghl-
limore can teach AD a thtog or two.
agency offictato said. For example.
workers al HeaMiy Start, a prenatal
care pnqpam. have devised strele-
gfea for dealing with aubalance
•bum among the people M helps

Healthy Start was founded In
1980 to hdp tower tofanl mortality
rates to certain Baltimore neighbor
hoods that had reached Thfrd Worid

_ terete- 19 dentha per 1.000 bve
Oiartotle Crenpon. a btetha to Hmtem Farit and the mta 

who waa on hand (
denttei vteM to East DaMtone J

. Because of ADs skgto stessd 
csrs.'sass'jisi.

kind. bJl Other dltea - Chicago At are doing much better to tesmuntea-

as

7 ii9 ffWl
Vice President Al Gore launched a

partnership yesterday between BalU- 
more and the U S Agency for toler Place on Ashland Avenue — which 
national Development deskpred to prrwktes sereices to needy

san Stale University. the vice prrst rostois Baltimore's
dmi referred Io the efforts ol the lens ocutottog rtMdren.
of thousands of health workers. IN er
acy teachers and smaH business ad- cd out that to 1990. only 39 percent
vteers sent abroad since 1961 Io to- of American children were bnmu-
cua Aanerica's allention on
of the Third World

H la lime to bring this knowledge oMs are ig> to dale whh thete
jMeb tennM. - to. aato ntzaiiona. said r*- - ■"—

-ev—r

areuniveraal- nrep^ritog the togrortsnee of tooc» otawtance abure waa a Irementtotw F*
The partnership to the Orsi of Ms lallons. a toi of deveioptog cormirtes prattem. between 30 and 35 percent wiihto thelWted States.

kind, but other dttes — Chicago. Al- are dotog much better to toomunfta- rf (eipeclantl mams* had M. Ms ... --
tonta. Boston - have expressed to Uon. he sstd. Morels said The experience to deal Mr AI
teresi to drawing on AID know-how. AD marketing techniques also tog with this. Ma Morels believes, to y* u7„Sgn "

J lktan Atwood. ADatfcntaiMra sre eheclive al opreadtog the word to 'what mve ua the edge on a loi of R P
tar. aaid. Tl Is people like those to forekm countries about the pratee- cMtea. because we understood our Rwrt“ Mtome. i>7tn Utstrtrt
Baltimore who Invested to the for lion agatoal tofanl ftoeso that breast moma * Mr. Alwood announced that a
egm aid programs Why shotddnT feeding provides. Mar^rei Neuse, deputy dtaector working ffmq> would be sei up with
they berrefb from ttZ Tire agency encourages and im of ADs Ofltee of Poprdailon. who reprewenlsilveo f.-— A!? the 

The suggeMhvr by Mr Atwood, drew,Her banks to Third Worid has visited Healthy Start, said. "We city lodecidr on reasonable expecta ran.FT*
made on C Span irtevMon late Iasi countries to tend smaN amounts sf have a toi to exchange with Balli- >Itonsfarihepartnership wa*1 <to th

year was aeteed upon by Mayor Kurt money to poor people who have no store. We have awt dMferent prob- Mr. Stater toted several likely AID
L Srtaaoke coifaierai. but tto have an ktes far a terns." tobiaUves N would send held dlrec

The vice preaidml spoke losbouf business, or "mfereenterprise.* Mr. Everyone who adtassed the Mor taro Rut relumed fcom abroad to ItaF ----------------
390 health and social workers and Gore said gon Stale conference otresoed that limore to lecture and hold seminars; tritiseml fast." he emphasized
rammunMy arthtels at the Morgan AD also Irfans and deploys focal the partnership would be store than provide access to ADs enormous It
raodrrmre. plus as many guests community vohmieers to aaotat pro- a riwlartcal one. a frienagy gesture brsry to Bfatlmore health and nutrl Sun stoJTwrtfer Lorrv Corson con

. . .7 .. . .----- f ftp,,,, .ni pristiksl toapo . lion workers, create tolemohipo for Irtbuled to Ihlr orficte

AD to proMbMed by tow to operate femtons to vlaM foreqm devetopmewt 
:z— protpams Later to the ttay. Mr. Gore

Mwytand OomcrM: and U.S. Rep.
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rd Stairs. Ihry saw an opportunity. 
Mr. Atwood saM last wrrk by tele

d programs Io this country. In 
•. the hidtle gainst AIDS tncor-

hrip. IWllmnve is Ihr ftm US. cMy 
Io he largHcd by ARKa "Leaaona

nhyrra-
Americans of the efTecthrenesa of 

a a _ J

rd urban 
My and 
pwmned

By Scott ShMte 

•am Stall Writer

-Leaaona Without Borders" w« 
drbut today with a conference at

Baltimore to try Third World remedies 
City will be first to use tactics teamed abroad for its ills

WNhoul tkartrra* pnyyam.
H la an unfcrtimate fact of Me 

that we hare In certain patio of our

"A lot of ua who'er worked rwer- 
aras have been waiting a long lime 
for thia to happen.* aaya Jidle Con- 
vKnrr. who mna an AIDS prevention 
pm|rcl In Portland, Ore., based on a 
alnillar effort In Zaire. *As Ameri­
cana we aomrtlmes believe no other 
country has anything to teach ua. 
We're wrong *

Ibrlland'a Propel Action, the Amt 
U.S. effort of Population Services In 
lematlonal. which operates In 24 
otlrer countries. Is among a handfid 
of Mwceaaful transfers of Third 
World programs to this country. In 
Zaire, the biittle gainst AIDS liwor- 
poraled television soop operas pro­
moting safe sex and condoms on sale 
for 2 cents apiece In every rnodnide 
bar or shop In Portland. Profrct Ac- 
Ikwi has prodtard MTV style televi­
sion allows lor adol'srrnls and 
placed IRS vending inachlncs dis­
pensing condoms al 25 cents each. 
k4s. Convisscr says.

•Lessons Without Borders' was 
bom of a conversation late last year 
between AN) Administrator J. Brian 
Atwood. 51. who was a few months 
Inlo 1*1 job. Mid Marian Wright Edrt 
man. the longtime head of Ute Chil­
dren's Defense Flmd.

As Mr. Atwood described AWe 
work abroad and Ms. Edelman re­
counted ckshearlenlng statistics on 
child health and poverty In the UnM-

Other developments make AID'S 
tpltlattve timely, public health ex­
perts say.

The debate over health care re­
form has given new urgency to cut­
ting medical spending, and one way 
to do It Is Io get away from the high- 
cost approach traditional In this 
country.

*We Americans like the Idea of 
being rushed lo a high-tech hospi­
tal.' says Dr. William II Greenough 
III. professor of medicine and Inter­
national health at Johns Hopkins. 
*A great many things can be done at 

lower cost and with eryial efDcacy In 
the community and not In the hospi­
tal. In countries with very limited re­
sources. you have to save the patient 
and save money at the same time.*

A striking example Is treatment 
for dehydration caused by dtarrhea. 
says Dr. Greenough. who worked for 
eight years In Itangjadesh before re­
luming lo the UnMed States In IWW.

For many years, doctors In Third 
World countries have treated the 
condition wllh 'oral rchydrallon 
therapy/ a packet of a few cents' 
worth of salts and sugars that ran be 
mixed wHh waler and drunk by the 
pal lent M such a packet la not avaM 
able, chicken and ri<e sm^> is a fine 
substitute, as Hopkins physicians 
have long pointed mH.

Yet In the United States, severely 
dehydrated patients generally are 
hnsnMallred and hanked tm lo an in-

< wy nroRh yvnMrviM, VmmmIiiK ptro- 
lewm. that resemble those in Third 
WmM emmiries/ Mr. Schmoke 
soys ‘And. N there are some ferh- 
nkpws that AN) haa used overseas 
that can be used here, fd Mie Is 
apply those probfem-sohlng tech-

Morgan Stale University that wNI 
bring together Baltimore officials 
and stall members from AID, the 
nwfor dhtrtbutor of forv10i aid. Vice 

Enr drcartea. IheU.S. Agency far 
bvtematlonal Development has 
sent Americans Into the Third 
World la al lark the pmNema of de- 
velnpingcountries: Infant mortality 
ami rhlkHmod Illness, unplanned 
Idrllm and oreuaNy IranamMled <*w 
eases, poverty and chronic imem- 
pinymrnl.

Now AM) wants to leach al home 
what M has teamed abroad to BN- 
Bmore and rtoi where, the agency 

to to share remedtes far the Ms 
than America — Infant morial- 
and childhand Nlnesa. un- 

I births and aexuaNy Irane- 
mitled dtsraaee. poverty and 
rhranir unemptnymeni

Drcause Mayor Kurt L Srhmobe 
pta aMte bnMterkaa and retgawaW 
to AN/s offer wNh a candM at- 
knowlr^pwrai that the cMy needs

phone from Geneva. He was reltan- 
Ing from a Uar of African famine 
areas iwiderlaken at the request of 
President Cknlon.

In a Novemlwr appearance on C- 
Spsn. Mr. Atwood said, he -blurted 

mH* the Idea that AN) hoped lo con­
sult wllh U.S. cities. Among the 
viewers was Schmoke aide Lee Taw-' 
ney He passed the word on lo the 
mayor, who decided Baltimore 
shmiM be part of the collaboration.

Mr. Atwood said AH) has not pre­
viously sought to apply Ms expertise 
In the UnMed Stales partly txvaine 
the agency lung fell beleaguered, a 
pawn to superpower politics that 
came under Qre for dubious spend­

ing
‘During I he Cold War. we did 

teasie a M of money lo laiy influence 
overseas,* Mr. Atwood said.

The agency's bralgrl peaked In 
lhe early l9fM)s al about 112 billion, 
much of N ibrectcd to fighting com­
munism In Central America and 
elsewhere. Today, lhe budget may be 
fess vulnerable lo polMIcal pressure 
lo steer lhe aid to allies, but M Is 
down lo t? Nihon ‘Lessons WNhoul 
Borders* could protect that spending 
by providing visible evidence lo

farekpi aM. But. budgetary motives 
aaidr. American speclalteto to Third 
WorM devefapmenl say lhe MUa- 
llve Is a fang-overdue reroitoMlon 
IhiH creative programs being tmed lo 
attack stulibam social problems in 
Africa. Asia and Latin America could 
be useful on U S soN.

Whether M Is tenmunltallons to 
HaMt — where to some desperately 
poor nrkdNiorhoortn the rate of chM- 
hoort Inocitollon Is far hhgier than 
to UnMImore — random dMrihullon 
to Central Africa or smaN-enterprise 
drvelopmenl In Bangladesh. Third 
WorM social programs have much to 
teach U.S. pokey makers, aay Ameri­
cans who have worked abroad.

prestdrai Al Gore wNI be lhe key­
note speaker.

By law. AN) Is mi permitted to 
fond profpams to lhe United States. 
But. by offering advice and cheer­
leading, lhe agency la seeking to be 
midwife al the birth of a new gtner- 
alionof U.S. aociai pragrwne

ARfoflkiala acknowledge that 
they hope -Lessons WNhoul Bor­
ders- wM help them sei skeptical 
American taxpayers on the value of
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HcaMiy Start any Imwc aaae- 
Ihtaf la teach A®, aaya MarfMtl

uaatety. we've had the 
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I anaor to teach tbeac 
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Specifically, the dinner is being held to increase the 
awareness of and financial support for the important work of the 
International Centre for Health and Polulation Research in 
Bangladesh visited by Mrs. Clinton last year.. While the dinner 
is not specifically a fundraising dinner, it is hoped that it 
will engender support on the part of potential corporate and 
foundation donors. We would like to recognize Mrs. Clinton for 
her commitment to improving global health and advancing the 
efforts of institutions like the Centre.

In the first event, the First Lady would address 
approximately 300 - 400 development professionals from around the 
country, along with another 500 members of the faculty and 
student body of Johns Hopkins University at Shriver Hall which 
has a capacity of 900. Immediately following is a special dinner 
with approximately 200 senior executives from US philanthropic, 
business, medical and government organizations honoring the gains 
in global health made by US-based public and private 
organizations and individuals.

Attached please find copies of invitations to the First Lady 
to participate in an upcoming Lessons Without Borders conference 
in Baltimore. Specifically, we are inviting Mrs. Clinton to 
participate in two separate, yet consecutive, events on the 
evening of Monday September 16, 1996.
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Nicole Rabnercc:

I hope you will strongly consider the First Lady's 
participation in these two events for the following reasons:

First, Mrs. Clinton is very committed to the work of USAID 
and on numerous occasions has expressed interest in participating 
in Lessons Without Borders;

Third, this conference provides an opportunity for the First 
Lady to address a diverse audience - from students to corporate 
CEOs - of more than a thousand people from across the country.

And last, while Lessons is intended to provide a forum for 
technical exchanges between domestic and international experts, 
the conferences have taken on a broader dimension that provides a 
unique opportunity for the Administration to articulate important 
domestic policies: maternal and child health, microenterprise, 
the role of government in building sustainable communities and 
reinventing government, to name a few.

In a recent conversation with Nicole Rabner, she suggested 
that in addition to inviting Mrs. Clinton to be the honored 
guest, we ask her to serve in some capacity (perhaps honorary 
chair) in the Centre’s fund-raising effort. Brent Berwager will 
be contacting you to obtain further clarification of the First 
Lady's interest in that regard.

Second, the Centre in Bangladesh is an important research 
institution that has saved the lives of millions of women and 
children in the developing world and its research has important 
implications for health issues here at home. Support from the 
Administration would greatly enhance its ability to continue this 
important work;

I will contact you in the next few days to discuss this 
further. In the meantime, if you have any questions please call 
me at 647-7546. Thank you for your assistance and I look forward 
to talking to you.
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Dear Mrs. Clinton:

September 15-17, 1996, the U.S. Agency for International
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Development (USAID), the City of Baltimore and Johns Hopkins 
University will host the first national Lessons Without Borders 
conference. On behalf of Mayor Schmoke and other conference 
sponsors, I want to invite you to participate in two aspects of 
the program.

On Monday, September 16, approximately 300 development 
professionals from around the country will participate in a 
series of workshops focusing on microenterprise and health 
issues. We would be honored if you would close the workshops by 
addressing the 300 Lessons Without Borders participants along 
with members of the faculty and student body of Johns Hopkins 
University. This event will take place at Shriver Hall which has 
a capacity of 900.

Immediately following the workshops, USAID and the Discovery 
Channel are hosting a dinner to celebrate the gains in global 
health made by the U.S. government and by the philanthropic 
activities of U.S.-based foundations, corporations and 
individuals. In particular, the program will focus on the 
accomplishments of the International Centre for Diarrheal Disease 
Research in Bangladesh (ICDDR,B), which you visited last year 
during your trip to South Asia. Approximately 200 executives 
from the U.S. business, foundation and medical communities will 
be in attendance. You are invited to give a keynote address at 
this dinner.

JUL-30-96 14:19 FROM:

This national Lessons Without Borders conference will bring 
together hundreds of development professionals from private 
sector organizations as well as federal, state and local
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I look

Sincerely,

J. Brian Atwood

Enclosures: a/s

cc: Kurt L. Schmoke, Mayor of Baltimore
Dr. Demissie Habte, Director, ICDDR,B
John Hendricks, Chairman & CEO, Discovery Communications
Donna Shalala, Secretary, HHS
Henry Cisneros, Secretary, HUD

governments from around the country. In addition to grassroots 
organizations, we are working with HHS, HUD, the interagency 
working group on Beijing, the microenterprise initiative and the 
Habitat II working group to plan the workshops. Our focus will 
be on health, economic empowerment and community participation 
and how government can better meet the needs of the community.

I hope you will consider joining us. Karen Anderson on my 
staff will contact your office to discuss this further, 
forward to speaking with you soon.

A tentative agenda, for both the conference and the ICDDR,B 
dinner, is enclosed along with press articles on the Lessons 
Without Borders program. As you can see, this initiative has not 
only garnered a great deal of positive media coverage, it also 
has resulted in tangible benefits to the communities involved.
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Sunday September 15

5:00 7:00 PM

Monday September 16

Registration8:00 AM

8:30 AM

v

V.

Workshops/Break-out sessions12:00*9:30

Lunch12:00 1:30PM

Workshops/Breakout sessions continue1:30 4:30PM

5:30PM4:30

6:00 PM

Tuesday September 17

12:009:00

Shriver Hall - Johns Hopkins University - Capacity 900**

Closing Remarks - Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton (INVITED) 
Shriver Hall**

Opening Ceremony - Glass Pavillion, JHU 
Welcome by Mayor Schmoke

DRAFT Agenda
For Discussion purposes only

Presenters to include combination of front-line development 
practitioners and public and private policymakers.

Lessons Without Borders
National Conference - Baltimore Maryland 

Johns Hopkins University
September 15 - 17, 1996

Panel Presentation on Capitol Hill - potential hosts include 
Maryland delegation, members Labor and Health committees and 
other interested members

Welcome and Introductions
Mayor Schmoke, J. Brian Atwood, MD delegation

Keynote - Vice President Al Gore* (INVITED)
Shriver Hall**

Discovery Channel/USAID Dinner:
"A Celebration of Advances in Global Health"

Renaissance Hotel, Baltimore Harbor
First Lady Hillary R. Clinton, Honored Guest Speaker
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* After giving opening address, Vice President Gore may tour an 
empowerment zone project with Mayor Schmoke, federal agency representatives 
(HHS/HUD) and Brian Atwood.
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Program Outline

Event Basics:

Theme:

ICPDR.B.Special Focus:

Secondary Focus;

Discovery Connnuiucations. u. zA;oSponsor:

C-Span, et al.Coverage:

i

i

I

1

Donor Recognitions 
(Examples):

Individual/institutional donors making especially significant 
contributions to global public health.

Celebration of the global achievements in health fostered by 
the U.S. government, and also by corporate, foundation and 
individual philanthropies.

LWOB
ICDDR,B Dinner

Registration, reception, dinner, assigned seating, table service, 
rounds, head table, presentations from head table.
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Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton
Vice President Al Gore
Mr. Brian Atwood
Ms. Susan Berresford (Ford Foundation)
Dr. William Richardson (Kellogg)
Dr. Demissie Habte

i
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THU 03:00

Speaker Roster 
(Examples);

j
I

Robin Chandler Duke (Packard Bd., Amer. Home Products) 
Warren/Susie Buffet (Berkshire Hathaway)
Levi Strauss (Robert Haas)
Rockefeller (Peter Goldmark)
Ford (Susan Berresford)
John C. Whitehead (Mellon, Asia Soc.Jnt’l. Rescue, Fed.

Res. Bd of NY)
David A. Hamburg (Carnegie)
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