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Today's debate: JUSTICE FOR THE POOR

Legal Services attacked
just for doing good job

m Some powerful peo-
ple don’t like the Le-
gal Services Corp.’s abllity to give
the poor their day in court.

Are legal services to the poor just another
taxpayer rip-off?

You'd think so from the flak they’re tak-
ing lately in Congress, where there’s a drive
to wipe the program out.

Typical is the complaint from a Califor-
nia family farmer who wrote Congress
complaining about a Legal Services Corp.
suit to “force our family into signing a col-
lective bargaining agreement.”

“Virtually each of the jurors expressed
their disgust over taxpayer dollars being
used to finance such frivolous lawsuits.”
His letter was presented at a House hearing
last week on GOP plans to cancel the $415
million a year program within two years,

Only, like most such horror stories about
Legal Services, the farmer’s letter has a hole
in it — the facts,

The 7,000-acre family farm is worth $40
million-plus, according to news reports.
And the disgusted jury sided with the plain-
tiffs — migrant workers.

They found the farm had illegally packed
up to 35 workers into houses meant for 10,
backing sewage from an overloaded septic
system into the housing, which was infest-
ed with roaches, flies and mice. The farm
also violated safety laws by cramming up
to 25 workers into small vans to take them
to the fields, charging each $3.

The jury awarded the seven plaintiffs
$6,000 each, then tacked on $4,000 each for
the farm’s violation of state wage laws.

That’s what Legal Services is supposed
to do. Created under President Nixon be-
cause millions of people lacked legal aid, its
job is to help balance the scales in a justice
system where money is pow=r — a prob-

" lem anyone who has considered going to

court knows well.

A third of the 1.7 million cases each year
deal with family matters. Poor women, es-
pecially, seek out its 320 programs for pro-

tection from spouse abuse and help with di- '

vorce, custody and spousal support.

Another 22% of cases deal with housing,
like the help given victims of last year’s
floods so they wouldn’t lose their homes
for missing a few payments.

Another fifth of cases involve helping
people secure public benefits, most often
the elderly, the disabled and children.

Legal aid lawyers also help the poor set-
tle debts, recover money taken by fraud
and combat job discrimination, among
other problems.

That can be upsetting. To landlords. To
some husbands and fathers. To state and
local officials. And now to Congress.

But Legal Services lawyers don’t make
the law. They just make sure it's enforced
fairly. And they win because the law is on
their side. They take only 8% of their cases
to court but win 80% of those they do.

Legal Services isn’t under attack for fail-
ing to do its job. It’s under attack for doing
that job well. Can’t Congress simply stand
up for equality under the law?

It’s a good idea gone bad

Legal Ser-
OPPOSING \ll_E_lﬂ( vices Corp.

no longer meets its mandate. It
should die.

By Steve Largent,

Ever wonder why some prisoners have
cushy amenities such as cable TV, why
evicting drug dealers from housing projects
is so difficult, or why reforming the welfare
system is taking so long? Well wonder no
more. We have the Legal Services Corp. to
blame.

Possibly the worst part is that the L.SC, a
private, non-profit organization, is funded
by your federal tax dollars, $415 million in
1995 and a total of $5.billion since 1974.

In light of its controversial activities and
the great need to cut wasteful spending and
shift power and money back to local gov-
ernments and the people, the House Budg-
et Committee has recommended phasing
out the LSC by 1999.

Importantly, the legal needs of the poor
will still be met in the absence of the L.SC.
Last year, for example, state and local gov-
ernments, bar associations, and founda-
tions provided more than $240 million to
legal services programs for the poor. Addi-
tionally, lawyers routinely provide tens of
millions of dollars in free services for those

in need.

The ISC is the perfect example of a well-
intended idea not meeting expectations:

Social reformers: More often than not,
LSC-funded lawyers see themselves as so-
cial reformers, rather than advocates for
the most needy in our society — abused
women and children. Whether it is helping
fathers avoid paying child support or forc-
ing states to provide reimbursement for
sex-change operations, the L.SC has failed
to fulfill its mandate to help the poor.

Welfare status quo: The LSC-funded
lawyers have defended the status quo wel-
fare system through a vigorous campaign

_of class action lawsuits in order to add a

permanent right to receive welfare into the
Constitution. For example, an L.SC grantee
in New Jersey has hampered the state’s ef-
forts to reform its failed welfare system.
Lack of oversight: Oversight of the mon-

ey glven to grantees has dropped precipi-
tously since the Clinton administration
cleaned house at the LSC. (Two years ago
over 150 on-site program audits took place,

compared with fewer than 10 this past"

year.)

The Legal Services Corp. has strayed so
far from its mandate it no longer deserves
tax dollars and should be phased out.

Rep. Steve Largent, R-Okla., is a member of
the House Budget Committee.
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High in the skies over India, Paula Dix-
on experienced every airline passenger’s
nightmare — brea thtaking chest pains.
She’d broken her ribs in a motorcycle ac-
cident on the way to the airport, and 20
minutes into the flight, her lung collapsed.
Tragedy
was averted
because two
doctor-pas-
sengers suc-
cessfully di-
agnosed
Dixon’s
problem
and operat-
ed on the
spot — us-
ing a knife,
fork and
coat hanger.
Frighten-
ing and
crude, but
that’s medi-
cal reality

By g Markec.j AP
.7 WALLACE: Dramatic midair

on most air- :

. surgery with crude tools.

lines today. gery

Despite upgrades over the last decade, in-
flight medicine relies on barebones supplies
and sawbones luck.

The good news is that there’s usually a
doctor or other trained emergency techni-

USA TODAY - THURSDAY, MAY 25, 1995

Midair medicine

Transportation study found that when
medical kits are used, a doctor, nurse or
emergency medical technician is there 93%
of the time.

The bad news is there’s not much in
those kits.

After being hounded by consumer and
medical groups, the FAA toughened re-
quirements so the kits now include necessi-
ties such as stethoscopes, blood pressure
cuffs and a few drugs. But stll not requared
are basic instruments recommended by the
American Medical Association. [tems such
as selfinflating breathing bags, simple
scopes, tubes and a wider array of emergen--
cy dmg' . .

The FAA balks at requiring more drugs
because of security. But some Canadian
and Scandinavian airlines simply lock the
better-stocked kits in the cockpits.

Flight attendants, meanwhile, receive
some first aid training, as required by the
Federal Aviation Administration, but the
quality varies by airline. For instance, ac-
cording to the Association of Flight Atten-
dants, some learn CPR, some don’t. The
flight attendants want more training. And
they should get it. A

Passengers don’t expect professionally
staffed and equipped operating rooms on
flights. But they deserve the best possible
chance of surviving an emergency.

Better training and upgraded medical

cian cn board. A two-year Department of

~kits:eould improve those odds.

Voices: What do you think ol_ﬁa FBI's progr?s?on the Oklahoma cifﬁombing?

As the nation stood vigil, the Murrah Federal Building was demolished Tuesday with several victims still entombed. Two
suspects have been charged, motives suggested, and methods explained. The investigation continues as the FBI
follows trails from Arizona to Michigan to New York to Florida. USA TODAY asked for readers’ observations.

fa

Pilar Morillo, 21
Psychology student
Jamaica, N.Y.

The FBI and news
media arent giving us
enough information. We
didn’t need to see the
federal building’s de-
molition and renew the
trauma we felt We do
need and deserve to
know much more about
the FBI's progress. This
has been devastating
for all of us.

Johnny Robinson, 55 |

Sales manager
Fayetteville, N.C.

The FBI's technology
and access to informa-
tion should have mioved
the investigation faster.
They should be closer
to apprehending all thé
people responsible.
They must know a lot
more than they tell us.
But maybe that's neces-
sary to protect the
investigation.

Patricia Zwagerman
44, Non-profit exec.
dir., Ventura, Calif.

I'm impressed the
FBI found suspects so
soon and has given us
what information they
can without compromis-
ing the investigation.
This tragedy will have a
lasting impact on our
nation. But I'm confi-
dent those responsible
will be brought to time-
ly justice.

James W. Kenney, 57
Private investigator

San Antonio, Texas
McVeigh's apprehen-
sion misled the public
to expect a quick reso-
lution. The FBI will be
tenacious, but also
painstaking, methodical
and lawtul. Citizens'
rights must be protect-
ed and evidence prop-
erly collected and pre-
served to ensure
successful prosecution.

Wity

Scott Slous, 33
Radiation therapist
Wichita, Kan.

The FBI has done sol-
id work, matching truck
to axle, identifying sus-
pects. But they need to
speed up getting sus-
pects arrested and to
trial, including anyone
with the slightest fore-
knowledge. And our jus-
tice system must not
fail. Even so, healing
will take generations.

















































































































































































































































































































































































































