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HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
JOHN f. llNNEDY SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT 

LWRA. A. l.JSWOOD 

E:ucuriv• Di,wctor 

COUNCIL OF WOMEN WORLD LEADERS 

Ms. Melannc Vex-veer 
Assistant to the President and 
Oiief of Staff to the Pint Lady 
Office of the First Lady 
Waahington, DC USA 

Dear Melanne, 

79 John F. Ke1U14dy Street 
Cambridge, MA 02JJ8 

Tel: (617) 495-806() 
Fo.x: (617) 495-839/ 

Email: /aumJiswood@harvard.edu 

I understand thnt you might be oblc to attend the reccpdon and dlnncr for Pnmdcnt Vigdis Fumbogadottir 
being held at the KeMedy School of Government at Harvard Uoiversity on September 23

1 
1997 to 

announce the Council of Women World Leaders. It would be wonderful if you could attend: you would 
enjoy President Vigdis and she would be very interested in your work. 

I wouJd al•o like to invite you to a vmy small (10 penon) lunch with Pr�ident Vigcfu IIXld Dame Eugenia 
Charles (PM Domini�, 1980-1996) on the same day, September 23. 1997 at 12:pm at the Kennedy School 
We have invited several Harvard faculty members including Roger Porter, Ron Heifitz, Pippa Norris along 
with Thex'C$a Loar from the State Department to think creatively about how the Council can be most 
effective. We want to explore the cballengea wome11 leaden face and what 1DAjor initiatives and resources 
can be brought to bear on them. The Harvard f acuity members have done extensive rcs@arch on leadershjp 
and been practitioners and advisors to heads of government. 

You would add substantially to tbc conversation. a.ud you would meet individuals who can be helpful as 
you and the First Lady continue your worlc in this imponant area. 

No doubt, your scb.edule is extremely busy th.at day, but if you would join w, we would look forward to 
your participation. 

Hoping all is well, 



er. 
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;·:. recent woma, �l$ md 
.. . � minitters. � an °'

� ha.-e takeo � ac;tion. ct.hed with the power elite or 
��-� OV.trootne tmific obecadee, Jl>d in 9<llllC intcracin1 
-.ya. become dut1y betoftd by their constibKAts. 

RenembertheteaM.ary Robmaon, t})ffl the premr:ntdlrdlod. 
h.W•tor tM women d tbthem !Aland and INwid in h6 00Wltiy? 
h--wua,imple ,-w-e tltatbec:aawl ai,owerfw aymbolo{�. She 
besla1 thinin& a light ia the premed', houM 24 hours a day to 
symbolize that all l.rilh diupcn are � hOl'l'le. 
· "ltotiimon, who i.a now he..! oi mQU1 rishf3 for the United

NIQonl., Me initially IIDl � aa 1 ""°"8 ptffldantill c:andidau. 
8llt by the time the had vilited maR smaD commllTlities than other 
politiCWI.I, •ti. waa alrw!y W\bea.tablo and her pvty was t'or0ed to 
euz,port her. She became the mott popJ.lar pretident in rocent 
hMmy. 

. 

· Ru -IIC)l)t'QICh ia not competety unique The formu prime
miist.r or tbe � Antilla, � l.ibai Pet.en, co•ered 
l2lil! Wlllt � ber miniltetial � with pictures «her children and 
tlieir htndi•«k- Filipillu P)� Conlon M\lfflO cbOK not to 
liVf in the PretidefttiaJ Malacanq Palace u her Jftdeceuor 
Marcoa bad done, but nther 1Wlr1Ced our of a waD office. mwn., a 
"'1m'ble md rncmc:ubl-c � to tba �t days of U. Mucoa. 

· And Violeta 8llff"lOS de Cbcmorro, former �,t ol N"� ·,·. 

�.,.., .. ,..

,,..._ IIIMlalb tlliJJt AIDS;atint W4'1"' 'Iayk>rattlu 
C41,ylltn&UA/DS&qium1brOllloinl!Jl)l. 

gui. hu f0ta cluldren - t'M> d wboai � cuntru and two of 
wbom ..,.,a"t �-• E-,wy Sunc»y m,bt. mcy sat down at the 
dioncr tablt, IDCI that falnily ritual� synibotic of the� 
of "IU1SY in N"ican,ua. 

Women leaders rooce often ,ee,u to ha•e nicmames - • � ol. 
comlort aod imonnality, or� md sbared �t. 
So, Mary Robinson WIS "Our Mar,''; 2-qema Charles, tlmw 
� mini,wter o( Oominia WU "Gnnny"; V� � WU 

DolJA VIOiett,.. So PrinceM Di. 
Women pin power in alternative W1ya. Prineeh Oi didn't Mek 

out her role u a � indiridual. but ber acdon.s c:reatr.d the 
pmona. al1od her power- Yn$ alRady fflabllab«f, beyond� 
tbe royal family could do, once they Cffll rewed il 

Meo do marry « the ttJinp that theae women laoeR do, 
iocludina the aood 1"lrka that Princess DI dcdicatcd benelt tn. Bui 
WOIMJI are sti11 NNt to us u public fic,.rres and we allow them to 
tnvei beyond� awitioaal; and "fl IA l1mott � if th-, 
do not. Wt ,rant them ffldom to tir. tbt bandl of tncition.. 
lndMd. •e rely upoa them to pave tti. way for ut. 

PriDcas t>iana..,.. a modlc, a YOUtl« WotllUI � to live lix 
fully� b"y h« very nat'IIN, a ayinbol It ,h.owd not eutpnM ua that 
WC feel we l)ave bat aomeoDe dote to \19,. 

�St:fll&�U111NIAtilOOdisfat,td,Md,..,.,.dir«tv 
of,._ Coairri o/W°""" World/A»m�tlllo""'F. � Sdlod q/ 
0-,.�H��.Lizwo«Jobo,-.,tUnadt,-,,o 
<-- o.r, L«ltf 1o6" UCIWfflOf"s� w�·, �


