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JOHN F. KENNEDY SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT
COUNCIL OF WOMEN WORLD LEADERS

LAURA A. LisWOOD 79 John F. Kennedy Street
Executive Director Cambridge, MA 02138
Tel: (617) 495-8060

Fax: (6]17) 495-839)

Email: laura_liswood @ harvard.edu

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and
Chief of Staff to the First Lady
Office of the First Lady
Wasghington, DC USA

Dear Melanne,

I understand that you might be able to attend the reception and dinner for President Vigdis Finnbogadottir
being held at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University on Scptember 23, 1997 to
announce the Council of Women World Leaders. It would be wonderful if you could attend; you would
enjoy President Vigdis and she would be very interested in your work.

1 would also like to invite you to a very zraall (10 person) lunch with President Vigdis and Damne Eugenia
Charles (PM Dominica, 1980-1996) on the same day, September 23. 1997 at 12:pm at the Kennedy School
We have invited several Harvard faculty members including Roger Porter, Ron Heifitz, Pippa Norris along
with Theresa Loar from the State Department to think creatively about how the Council can be most
effective. We want to explore the challenges women leaders face and what wmajor initiatives and resources
can be brought to bear on them. The Harvard faculty members have done extensive research on leadership
and been practitioners and advisors to heads of government.

You would add substantially to the convcrsation and you would meet individuals who can be helpful as
you and the First Lady continue your work in this important area.

No doubt, your schedule is extremely busy that day, but if you would join us, we would look forward to
your participation,

Hoping all is well,

Best rcgards% MV/
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Awoman leader of substance and symbol

Br. Layra LISWOOD
w»mm

HEN Princess Diana was buried in the Spencer family i

plot on Saturday; the funeral procession had taken a 77-
mile route to accommodate millions of Brits who wanted
tn bid farewell, while in “the states,” millions of Americans woke
dawn to watch the live broadcast.
- Like many other leaders who are women, Princess Di drew us in,
Would we have psused ut the picture of 4 man in protective clothing
checking for tmd mines? Probably not, but it was guite anothes to
Bee.a wornan take those steps, or in the sarly days of the AIDS
epndmx.mydvh patients.
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deal"of the loss is bectuse many pecple relate differently, more

o borrowing sugar
it Di, not from Prince Charles. ;
i Thetruth is : Were‘%w&u&t;o;inw o
eaders. We them, |
that part of the power model ourselves with their be- |7
of Princess Diana mmkw%mmwmﬂvthat
’::-. “ mln dleu Sym
 and a good deal bolically and politically leading
. of the loss roles. Because we have leaned
. or beheve we can no longer
is because many people  trust the mﬂa ofmmu public
; figures, we look to their actions
relate dgﬁ'ﬂeﬂtly ' 88 2 way to judge their i
more easily tes and their v:ltm. ’s
particularly true of women in
and more deeply power. Diana, though not elect-
1o women than to men. edorappomtecl had that pow-
Ry

I hyve known or met 13
A2 recent women presidents and

prime minieters, nexrly all of
wbmnhavenkcnsymbolwacuon clashed with the power elite ar
the €aWUS qUO, overcome Lenific abetades, apd in some interesting
wys, become dearfy beloved by their consttuents.

Remember the tea Mary Robineon, then the fresdent of lreland,
held-(or the women of Narthem Ireland and Iretard i rer country?
Ivw3s 2 simpie gesture that became a powerful symbol o peace. She
began shming a hight in the presidere’s house 24 hours 3 day to
syrudolize that all Insh diaspara are welcome home.

" ‘Rotamson, who is now hesd of human rights for the United
Nstions, was initally not seen as a sericus presidential candicata.
But by the time she bad visited mare small communiGes than other
politicians, she was already unbeatsble and her party was forced to
auppart ber. She became the most popular prexdent in recent

Her eppraach is not completely unique. The former prime
mihister of the Nethertands Antilles, Maria Libera Peters, covered
the walls of her ministerial offices with pictures of her ctukiren and
ther handiwork. Filipino Presdent Corazan Aquimo chose not to
kve in the Presidentia) Malacanang Palace as her predecessor
Murcos had done, but rather warked out of 2 amall office, making a
visible and memoratle contrast to the opulent duys of the Marcos.

And Vioketr Baros de Charmorro, former president of Nicars-
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Primogzs Diaas lalks with AIDS patsent Wayne ’Ibylor:t'm
Casey House AIDS Hospice in Toronto in 1991,

gua, has four cluldren — two of whom were contras and two of
whom were Sandamstag. Every Sunday night. they sat down at the
dioner table, and-thatfamily nitual becrme symbolic of the posaiibty
of unity in Nicaragua

Women leaders more often seetn to have nicimames — a sign of
comfort and mformality, or zandshned experience.
So, Mary Robinsan was “Our Mary”’; Eugeais Charles, farmer
pnmemmwwrdoammm"(}nnny ; Violeta Quravato was
Dona Violetta. So Princeas Di.

Women gain power in alternative waya. Princess Di didn't seek
out her role as 8 powerfu) incividual. but ber actions created the
peraona. and her powe was already established, beyund anything
the royal family could do, once they even realised it

Meo do many of the things that these women leaders do,
Inchuding the good works that Princess Di dedicated herself to. But
women are still new to us as public figures and we allow them to
travel beyond the aditional; and we are almost dimappointad if they
do sot. We grant them &redom (o break the bands of Tradition
Indeed, we rely upoo them to pave the way for us.

Princess Dizna was 8 mother, a young woman leurning to bve life
fully and by her very natare, 2 symbol It showld not surprise us that
we feel we bave lost someocne cluse to ud

Longtirma Seattle resident o Livwood ts fnender arnd exacutrvs director
of the Counct of Women World Lengers aof the Jokn F. Kevwnedy School of
Govonment, Hervard Uncrnty, Liswood olyo serves a3 an advaer to
Guw. Gary Locke 1o bhe (ovmvnar’s £ secxhve Women's (owncl




