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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION /

October 25, 1995

Dear Melanne:

With best regards,

--------------

Madeleine M. Kunin

600 INDEPENDENCE AVE., S.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20202-0500

Our mission is to ensure equal access to education and to promote educational excellence throughout the Nation.

THE DEPUTY SECRETARY

I thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to represent Hillary at the Conference of the 
First Ladies of the Hemisphere. As you could glean, she was a great hit and is a most 
important role model for other first ladies who are seeking to define the role.

Melanne Verveer 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
Office of the First Lady 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500

We had considerable press coverage, no tough questions, and lots of smiles. 
The conference itself ended on a very good note, as you probably heard from Nicole 
and Liliana. They are two outstanding young women and did a super job. It was a 
great pleasure to work with them.

I enclose some clippings which you might not have received, as well as a 
welcoming sign that was on the incubator donated by her at the hospital. Several 
people signed it and you may wish to send thank you letters to the names on the card, 
which correspond (to some extent) with the signatures.

i - LWumj



■

J

f/

y

,iA^

&

sz

/!
/

■

i^-

Jr
Jz

nflX5



Apr-11 Fri 19:32 1997

V

April 10, 1997

Sincerely,

L/Schneider

Enc. a/a

320 Twentt-Fibst Sheet, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20523

Assistant

Administrator 

for Latin Amcriia 

and the Caribbean

U.S. Agency for 

International

Development

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
Office of the First Lady 
The White House

Dear Melanne:

In response to your request, I have attached a short 
description of some of the possible sites for the First Lady 
during the Presidential trip to Mexico, Costa Rica and 
Barbados. Given Mrs. Clinton's interest in and advocacy for 
women and children around the world, and USAID's work with 
those groups, we have focused mainly on those activities.

The trip will underscore that this is the "Year of the 
Americas" in U.S. foreign policy and will define U.S.- Latin 
American priorities for the rest of the Administration. 
(By the way, some thought should be given for follow-up 
activities on their return with Hispanic and Caribbean 
communities in the U.S., also a major foreign policy speech 
on Latin America at a prestigious forum, meetings with 
Hispanic business, Latin American leaders, etc...) We are 
very excited about the President’s and First Lady's trip. 
As always, we are available to assist you in any way that we 
can.

In addition to the enclosed materials, we intend to 
provide you with briefing materials on USAID's work in the 
countries you will be visiting in the region. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me to discuss any of the information 
included here or USAID's work in Latin American and the 
Caribbean in general.

I look forward to seeing you in the future.

USAID

Page 2 Job 690
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Site Vista tor Mexico

for midterm dectioM mteduled for July 6, 1997. These elections include

USAID is pteming to provide » gram to MCD in support of iu civic education efforts

for the upcoming July elections.

systems,

it—™* is an outstanding science museum with a huge and beautiful

reduce pollution in Mexico City. The principal value of a site visit would be to highlight

1
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- Air-auahty MonUoring Station - USAID and the Environmental Protection Agency have 
provided a great deal of technical assistance and financial support to Mexico s efforts to 
reduce pollution in Mexico City. The principal value of a site visit would be to highlight 
U.S. support of Mexican efforts to combat urban pofiution.

Travel Time: It is located 3 to 4 minutes driving time from President’s residence, Los Pinos.

displays.

Environment Site Visits (Mexico City)

- A visit to the Mexican Environmental Education Foundation (FUNDEA) would be an

- v—Donocratico (MCD), is a coalition of 80 non-governmental
and civic orpmiatioru in 27 rale, ud the FederalDiyim. Under the direction of

Democracy Site Visit (Mexcio City)

- Movimiento Oudadano Democratic

brond rerpeet ncroa ttefxdifkral 
spectrum ud among noo-poUtical civic leaden for iu work k> promote atizen 

participation.

During foe vta. MCD will be rooducuu,; tovUmmS

^fT^'^^^Coegrera, ooe-foird of foe Senate, several state 

governors, and (for the first time) the mayor of Mexico City.

excellent opportunity to see ongoing projects in solid waste management potable wa*? 
Sdcommunity activities with neighboring villages. The Foundation s President, 

Manuel Arango, suitably carries the title of the Mexican Father of Philanthropy. This is a 
private operation with some support from the Government of Mexico.

Travel time: Thh site is about 20 to 25 minutes driving time from ceremonial sites for the 

Presidents.
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application (photo voltaics for lights and communications) being implemented by Sandia 
National Laboratories based in New Mexico. The Director of ASK is Juan Beaaury, an

2
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interesting community development activities related to tropical forestry, renewable ^energy

^ in the state of Campeche. USAID’s programs focus on community participation in 

conservation through its international partners. The Nature Conservancy and the World 
Wildlife Fund, and its local partner, PRONATUKA (Yucatan). Seventy-five local 
communities are involved in sustainable development activities for women (environmental 
education and fomily planning, household nutrition, and sustainable, medicinal uses of forest 
plants); sustainable income-producing activities that realize the economic and social value of 
the intact forest (such as beekeeping to supply the regional honey market); and intensive,

Environment Site Visits (Yucatan)

- Sian Ktftrrt is located m the State of Quintana Roo. This reserve is
protected as a part of the hemisphere-wide Parka-in-Pcril program, a partnership between 
USAID, The Nature Conservancy and NGOr. Hr^gos de Sian Ka’an (ASK) is the Mexican 
NGO partner. This site presents excellent postihilities to see terrestrial and marine 
ecosystems. Visiton can stopover in the Reserve to ace specific management activities, and 
visit a guard station with a jointly funded USAID-Departmcnt of Energy renewable energy 

extremely interesting visionary and an active force for conservation on the Yucatan 

Peninsula.

Travel Time: Sian Ka’an is approximately 150 kilometers past Chichen-Itza.

- Calakmul Biosphen Rtstrvt, Campadu, is another spectacular, protected area that offers 
interesting community development activities related to tropical forestry, renewable energy 
applications and fiunily planning. The two main villages of interest, Xpujil and Zoh Laguna, 
are in the state of Campeche. USAID’s programs focus on community participation in 
conservation through its international partners. The Nature Conservancy and the World 
Wildlife Fund, and its local partner, PRONATUKA (Yucatan). Seventy-five local 
communities are involved in sustainable development activities for women (environmental 
education and fiunily planning, household nutrition, and sustainable, medicinal uses of forest 
plants); sustainable income-producing activities that realize the economic and social value of 
the intact forest (such as beekeeping to supply the regional honey market); and intensive, 
organic agriculture that eliminates the need to clear additional forest

The former presidcat and current board member of PRONATUKA (Yucatan), Joanne 
Andrews, is a very gracious and knowledgeable expert on the Yucatan. She is also the 
widow of Willys Andrews, the famous archaeologist who helped explore most of the 
Peninsula’s Mayan ruins. The Executive Director of PRONATUKA (Yucatan), Susana 
Rojas, also is a dynamic and talented conservationist

- Partnen of Ou Amoricai and Cuapot dn Conmadon Mexicanox (CCM) 
Partners of the Americas’ has a Youth Conservation Corps in Mexico (CCM). Twenty 
Mexican states are Partner states with the U.S.. Trainees of the program arc from various 

that have these linkages: Yucatan partners with Iowa; Mexico City partners with San 
Francisco; Oklahoma partners with 11 Mexican states; Texas with five; Arizona with one; 

and New Mexico with three.

There are three options for a one hour visit in or near Merida. Members of the local 
Cuerpos de Gmservodon Yucatan (CCY) will be working in the area and members of the 
Yucatan Partnen (Iowa) could be invited to make a presentation on the Partners work with 

Mexico.



Page Apr-11 Fri 19:35 1997

oX ouutou ofuX'about 20 kilon^ ftotn te wort. Within the re«ve there are 

them repair a school, providing environmental education to children, and working on 

- RecHMrtwn Arta - Viators could travel to a small city recreation area in a low income

increasing numbers <rf men and women have access to safepart to USAID assistance, ever

USAID has been critical in increasing the quality <rf care, and in expanding services.

=5‘.“.XKiSSS £=Z= =S£IMSS phy^MsTMinistry of Health (SSA) and Government Workers Institute for Security 

and Social Services (ISSSTE) doctors, as well as doctors from other countries, have been
trained in this method at this hosphal.’ This hospital is in the process of becoming certified

n 13 «

by UNICEF as a “Mother and Child Friendly Hospital.

3
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Visits to several health institutions are described below. 

- The Mexican Social Security Institute
provides an opportiinity to see family 

at its finest

section of Merida. CCM is helping to build the recreation area and working with the 

residents to make improvements to their homes.

Travel Time: This site is about 45 minutes by car from the airport, and may not be 

helicopter accessible.

Family Planning Site Visits (Mexico City)

The U.S./Mexico partnership in the population arena is a true success story. Thanks in large 
part to USAID assistance, ever increasing numbers erf men and women havc^aixess to s^e 

- and efficacious methods of family planning; 56 percent of married women oTchild bearing 
age now use modem contraceptives, almost doubling the rates since 1978. The support of 
USAID has been critical in increasing the quality of care, and m expanding services, 
especially in the economically depressed rural areas of southern Mexico an in 
marginal neighborhoods of Mexico City, where USAID efforts have been targeted.

9 hospital Fnuuitco del Paso y Trvncoso
• 4 4 A < _  _  _ * _ * — —— A. A M A*

medical, »rgical, pediatric and
• •----- — in thg surrounding communities. In

car or approximately 5 minutes helicopter.

- Merida Ecological Park, Pardue Ecological Poaicaio is an ongoing project of CCM. 
Visitors could see CCY corps members working on a clean-up project and constructing a 

nature trail.

Travel Time: This site is about 30 minutes by car from the Merida airport. I also can be 

easily reached from the center of Merida.

- CWCTAL ia . community -vironmemal peojea m * Yucatan Sute tUmral

numerous Mayan communities. CCM is working with the community of Motas, helping 
them repair a school, providing environmental education to children, and working on 

reforestation projects.

Travel Time: This rural site can be reached from the Merida airport in about 30 minutes by
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from the Presidential residence and will have sufficient numbers of real folks to meet.

Family Planning Site Visits (Merida)

Visits to two institutions in Merida would showcase the Mexican Social Security Institute 
(IMSS) and Mmistry of Health (SSA) programs far specific high-risk population groups, 
including postpartum women, vasectomy patients, adolescents, and rural women. At both
(IMSS) and Mimstry of Health (SSA) programs for specific high-risk population groups, 
including postpartum women, vasectomy patients, adolescents, and rural women. At both 
sites visitors will have tire opportunity to discuss this challenging work with health care 

providers and community members.

- The Mexican Sodal Security Institute’s (IMSS) Sofidoridad rural hospital is an excellent 
place to tour a superb health facility and speak with some of the Yucatan State’s 403 rural 
midwives, many of whom are the primary care givers in predominately indigenous 

communities.

Travel Time: Approximately one hour by car from the city of Merida

- There are two possible sites for visiting state level Ministry of Health (SSA) facilities; the 
- General Hospital and the Urban Health Center. Hospital services are provided to the general

population (the uninsured and those who have no access to any other institution), free of 

charge or at a very low cost

Travel Time: Both of these sites are located in the city of Merida.

- MEXFAM is the International Planned Parenthood Federation affiliate in Mexico. USAID 
currently is its principal source of funding. Possible vitits include MEXFAM’s model clinic 
in the community of Ciudad Nezahualcoyotl, teen centers, and/or street theater. The 
President of MEXFAM is one of the most prominent women in Mexico. Another member 
of the Board is a very famous American ex-patriot, the widow of a former, highly regarded, 

Mexican government official.

- The Ministry of Health’s (SSA) Judrez Hospital is a general hospital. Services are 
provided to Mexico’s general population (the uninsured and those who have no access to any 
other institution), free of charge or at a very low coat This ho^ital is in the process of 
becoming a training center for reproductive health service delivery.

- Other Visits: In addition to these visits, meetings could be held with the Minister of 
Health, Dr. Juan Ramon de la Fuente, and Scereary General of the National Population 
Council (CONAPO) Dr. Jos6 Gdmez de Ledn. Dr. de la Fuente is an ardent supporter of 
family planning and reproductive health activities. CONAPO is the Mexican institution 
responsible for setting population policy, and is actively involved in promoting reproductive 

health.

Travel Time: All family planning site visits in Mexico City are within 30 minutes by car



Site Visits for Costa Rica

- Joint USAID-IDB Mfcrventerprfce Event (See Attached proposed one-page description) 

5

- Int^An^ican Institute for Human Rights (HDH) based in Costa Rica, could bring 
together a "mail group of highly respected human rights advocates from around the region 
for a workshop on justice and women’s rights. This visit would serve to highlight the 
advances that have bf* in human rights in recent yean around the region and provide 
a meaningful boost to the importance of human rights and the organizations’ work in Central 
America.

Apr-11 Fri 19:36 1997
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- Town meeting with former Central American Pence Sdrelanh^ (CAPS) recipients. 
Over more than ten yean USAID had an very active scholarship program focusing on the 
lower-income, indigenous people, women and youth. Students would come to the US and 
experience America as well as receive leadership and technical training. This investment in 
Costa Rica’s human capital has paid off in that many of these former CAPS recipients have 
become successful members of society.

- A visit to the EARTH School which is a regional agricultural college focusing on humid 
tropical climate agriculturaL This U.S.-accredited institution has an unique environmentally 
conscious curriculum. EARTH was established with over $70 million in USAID assistance.
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Site Visits for Barbados

6

Through the R^toral Management Trainiiig project, USAID assisted in alleviating the 
shortage of skilled t^per and middle managers by enhancing delivery of management 
education, training, research and consulting services io the private sector within the Eastern 
Caribbean. The program is implemented by the Uaivtssity of the West Indies.

- Visit a couple of sites from the Special Development Activities program which provided 
assistance to non-profit, low-income groups in Barbados. Areas of assistance include: 
agricultural education, small scale enterprise household management; sanitation education, 
day care services; and community leadership. 

The Bush HaU Fhutuhig Comutittee: USAID provided a small grant to assist with the 
expansion of a skills training program. In this activity a number of low-income women 
acquired productive skills in areas such as baking which enabled them to better qualify fm 
job opportunities.

- Visit to the University of West Indies Cave Effll Campos in Barbados. We had activities 
that included a management training program, the Caribbean Law Institute, and a Caribbean 
leadership developmeat training program.
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Bank and US Ageocy for International

and alleviate poverty. It specifically win highlight U.S.
for sustainable community economic

tune commitniflcfc ooc to two hours.

line and over 50 
joritytofniiciuen
Microeaterprise

oflfcr new o

PROPOSAL
Costa Rica Mkrocnterprise Meeting, May 8 or 9,1997

♦
♦
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♦
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»SS^Slin“2H^Li° "warns gaherim ot mmmmprauur.

Eiirique Igicsjaa, (DB
Mark Schneider, USAID
Tlircc to four microemrepreneurs (from Costa Rica and other countries) 
Hlary Clinton, Firs Lady of the UX

microcntrtprenears to improve their ItveUhoods,

Speakers:

tyucw will mcJwfc women, indigenous pcdple, youth, vilta-e bank managers rural 

p»aucoI«>d«b<=^.w.«rf)^-.4ek^nkraa^!,^n€2. a™X5?2;SCaml *“*“ OtartSrSttpS. ideuiSM by (tetoov. mauidorf

region anc they account for over half of employment and a s^riBcant sha^ 
tnicroentapnse owners and workenBvc below the pnrmylin,.-1 -̂--------  -- pnx**x

are womer. Despite their eeoncmic ceotribmion, th. vast majority 
to formal sources of credit or other business urviecs. L 
programs, such as those partictipeting m this meeting,

SX>oG*°nig OfTMinriaM; the Inter-AmericaQ Devdopmtai
Deve’opxiem will organize and participate in the meeting.

Sf fa »«4c along with mkreentreprencurs X are

Of CUntw’to Ce®™1 America presens an excellent opportunity

developmem programs fa the Central American

VIE ASDitiiS: The U.S. First Lady, together with USAID's aX
President, will have the opportmity uk (I) meet with Cos
microenirjprenetin tad b'sten to testimonials of oceessfit! exoenc 
(................................. ..........
aitentiOQ io this vital pat of the devutopment highiigM

at Administrator for LAC, and IDB's 
Rican and other Central American

auenuon m this vital n-t of - -------------- ----------------  L!^* ‘ its i^os^Zin^^ioTeXS
PvtigiPWB: Participama will include women, faidigeQous pe 
producers and others who own and operate own tukroeoter 
microentetprise ownea from Centra) America (primarily CtMta

d^lop^otganiratio^ Microeruoprism

. Most
over 50 percent of the owner-operatoes 
midwemrepreneurs do not have .rw* 

: and comnuinity development 
— opportunities for low-income
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UNO SUMMARY

BOLSTERING PARAGUAYAN DEMOCRACY

2.

PROMOTING HEMISPHERIC SUPPORT FOR THK FAMILT

3.

4 . MKB. CIiIRTON liXNKKD THK WORK OF THE MIAMI SUMMIT, 
THE COPENHAGEN UN CONFERENCE ON SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
AND THE BEIJING CONFERENCE TO THE EFFORTS OF THE

IN HER PARTICIPATION AT THE FIRST LADIES1
CONFERENCE, MRS. CLINTON FOCUSSED SHARPLY ON A SERIES 
OF SUBSTANTIVE THEMES . SHE MADE THE POINT IM HER 
OPENING SPEECH THAT A VAST RESERVOIR OF HUMAN 
POTENTIAL WAS BEING SQUANDERED ACROSS THE AMERICAS. 
WOMEN AND GIRLS, ESPECIALLY, ARK BEING DENIED THE 

OPPORTUNITIES WHICH WOULD OTHERWISE ALLOW THEM TO 
PARTICIPATE MORE FULLY IN THE SOCIETY AND ECONOMY. 
NOTING THE SPECIAL ROLE PLAYED BY WOMEN IN THE
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL LIFE OF THB HEMISPHERE, THE FIRST 
LADY SAID THAT NO SOCIETY IN THB AMERICAS CAN SUSTAIN 
DEMOCRACY OR PROSPERITY UNLESS WOMEN ARE VALUED AND 
INTEGRATED AS FULL AND EQUAL PARTNERS IN NATIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT.

ONE IMPORTANT EFFECT OF THE FIRST LADY'S VISIT TO 
PARAGUAY IN THE BILATERAL CONTEXT WAS THE MESSAGE OF 
SUPPORT FOR PARAGUAY'S NEW DEMOCRACY WHICH THE VISIT 
CONVBYKD. NO RESIDENT OF THB WHITE HOUSE MAD EVER 
COME TO PARAGUAY AND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF MRS. 
CLINTON'S VISIT WAS NOT LOST ON THE PARAGUAYAN 
PUBLIC. IN THIS CONNECTION, BOTH PRESIDENT AND MRS. 
WASMOSY MADE REFERENCE TO THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 
FIRST LADY'S VISIT IN REMARKS AMD STATEMENTS DURING 
HER STAY. LOCAL MEDIA COVKRAGK HIGHLIGHTED THE 
MESSAGE OF SUPPORT FOR DEMOCRACY WHICH SHE HAD 
BROUGHT FROM WASHINGTON.

ASUNCION WAS ENTHUSIASTICALLY WELCOMED THROUGHOUT 
PARAGUAY AS A CLEAR SIGNAL OF U.S. SUPPORT FOR THE 
FLEDGLING PARAGUAYAN DEMOCRACY. MRS. CLINTON'S 
ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN THB STH CONFERENCE OF FIRST 
LADIES OF THE AMERICAS SERVED TO CEMENT THE LINKAGE 
BETWEEN THE ROTATING FIRST LADIES' CONFERENCE SERIES 
AND THE AMBITIOUS SUBSTANTIVE AGENDA OF THE MIAMI 
SUMMIT. HER SPEECH TO THE HEMISPHERE'S LARGEST PEACE 
CORPS CONTINGENT WAS ENTHUSIASTICALLY RECEIVED BY 
AMERICAN VOLUNTEERS AND PARAGUAYAN COUNTERPARTS, 
GENERATING A 1960'S-STYLE EXCITEMENT ABOUT THE PEACE 
CORPS IN PARAGUAY. MEDIA REACTION REPORTED REFTEL.
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FOLLOWING UP ON TUB MIAMI SUMMIT AGENDA

5.

UHCIiAS SECTION 02 OF 03 ASUNCION 0034 84

EDUCATION.

THE FIRST LADY NOTED THE SOLID FROORKSB OF6.

PEACE CORPS GETS ITS OWN SHOT IN THE ARM

FIRST LADIES' OF THE AMERICAS CONFERENCE SERIES. 
BACH OF THESE FORA, THE FIRST LADY NOTED, HAD COME 
LARGELY TO THE SAME CONCLUSION -- THE "UNIVERSAL 
RECOGNITION THAT NO NATION CAN COMPETE IN THE GLOBAL 
ECONOMY IF HALF ITS POPULATION CANNOT READ OR WRITE, 
CANNOT FIND A JOB, AND CANNOT RISE OUT OF POVERTY," 
MRS. CLINTON SET OUT A SUBSTANTIVE ROADMAP FOR HER 
COUNTERPARTS, CALLING FOR CHANGES IN ATTITUDES,
INSTITUTIONS AND A WILLINGNESS TO MOVE BEYOND INERTIA 

TO ACTION.

THE FIRST WORKING SESSION OF THE CONFERENCE 
OPENED WITH A SUMMARY BY MRS. CLINTON OF PROGRESS ON 
THE WORK PROGRAM ESTABLISHED BY FIRST LADIES AT THEIR 
MIAMI MEETING. THE FIRST LADY REVIEWED THE THREE- 
POINT AGENDA CONTAINED IN THE MARCH LETTER TO FIRST 
LADIES FROM MRS. CLINTON AND MRS. WASMOSYt CHILDHOOD 
IMMUNIZATION, MATERNAL MORTALITY AND INVESTING TN

7. THE FIRST LADY REITBRATED U.S. SUPPORT FOR THE 
1987 WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (WHO) INITIATIVE TO 
REDUCE MATERNAL MORTALITY BY 50 PERCENT BY THE YEAR
2000. SHE URGED HER COUNTERPARTS TO FOCUS ON PRIMARY 
HEALTH CARE AND EMERGENCY OBSTETRICS AS COST-
EFFECTIVE MEANS OF ACHIEVING THIS GOAL. SHE ALSO 
NOTED THAT THE USG HAD PLEDGED THROUGH USAID USD 3.7 
MILLION OVER FIVE YEARS IN SUPPORT OF A NEW PROGRAM 
WHICH CAMS OUT OF THE MIAMI SUMMIT ACTION PLAN, THE 
PARTNERSHIP FOR EDUCATION REVITALIZATION IN THE 
AMERICAS (PERA).

GOVERNMENTS TO ELIMINATE MEASLES IN THE HEMISPHERE BY 
THE YEAR 2000. IN THIS CONNECTION, MRS. CLINTON 
ATTENDED A KICK-OFF CEREMONY FOR THE PARAGUAYAN 
PROGRAM ON THIS MARGINS OF THE CONFHRSNCB. MRS. 
CLINTON ALSO ANNOUNCED THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITMENT TO 
SEEK USD 8 MILLION IN AID FUNDS TO SUPPORT THE PAN 
AMERICAN HEALTH ORGANIZATION'S EXPANDED PROGRAM FOR 

IMMUNIZATION IN THE REGION.
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8.

9.

INCUBATOR FOR THE RED CROSS MATERNITY HOSPITAL

10.

AMERICAN COMMUNITY EVENT

11.

PARTICIPANTS

EMBASSY ASUNCION HAS A THREE-DECADE TRADITION OF 
DEDICATING A TREE OR GROVE ON OUR EXTENSIVE GROUNDS 
TO COMMEMORATE IMPORTANT VISITS. IN KEEPING WITH 
THIS TRADITION, ALL ELEMENTS OF THE AMERICAN 
COMMUNITY (INCLUDING AMERICANS IN PARAGUAY TO ADOPT 
BABIES) WERE PRESENT FOR A DEDICATION CEREMONY JUST 
PRIOR TO MRS. CLINTON'S DEPARTURE FROM ASUNCION. THE 
12 0-YEAR OLD TREE, AN "YVYRA PYTA” OR YELLOW FLAMS 
TREE, WAS ASSIGNED AN HONORARY BIRTHDAY OF OCTOBER 
25, AND THE ASSEMBLED CROWD SANG HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 
BOTH THE TREE AND MRS. CLINTON.

MRS. CLINTON WAS JOINED BY NEWLY-INSTALLED PEACE 
CORPS DIRECTOR, MARK GEARAN, FOR A VISIT TO A PEACE 
CORPS TRAINING SITE NEAR ASUNCION. PARAGUAY HAS THE 
LARGEST PEACE CORPS PROGRAM IN THE AMERICAS AND MORE 
THAN 200 AMERICAN VOLUNTEERS AND THEIR PARAGUAYAN 
COUNTERPARTS CONVERGED ON THE CAPITAL TO GET A 
GLIMPSE OF THE FIRST LADY AND DIRECTOR GEARAN.

IN AN EVENT THAT HAD TO BE POSTPONED UNTIL AFTER 
MRS. CLINTON'S DEPARTURE, DEPUTY EDUCATION SECRETARY 
MADELINE KUNIN AND MRS. DONNA MCLARTY DONATED AN 
INCUBATOR IN THE FIRST LADY'S NAME TO THE RED CROSS 
MATERNITY AND INFANT HOSPITAL OF PARAGUAY (A UNICEF- 
DESIGNATED "BABY FRIENDLY1* HOSPITAL) . EVEN THOUGH 
MRS. CLINTON WAS UNABLE TO ATTEND THE EVENT, THE 
CEREMONY WAS WELL ATTENDED AND INCLUDED THE MINISTER 
OF HEALTH, RED CROSS DOCTORS AND UNICEF OFFICIALS. 
THE HOSPITAL STAFF ENTHUSIASTICALLY ACCEPTED THE MUCH 
NEEDED EQUIPMENT AND SIGNED A PERSONAL NOTE OF THANKS 
TO THE FIRST LADY WHICH DEPUTY SECRETARY KUNIN 
PROMISED TO DELIVER TO THE WHITE HOUSE.

MRS. CLINTON MET WITH A SMALL GROUP OF VOLUNTEERS 
AND PARAGUAYAN COUNTERPARTS FOR A TRAINING WORKSHOP 
ON MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH AND AT-RISK YOUTH, 
FOLLOWED BY ADDRESSES GIVEN BY THE FIRST LADY AND 
DIRECTOR GEARAN TO THE ASSEMBLED CROWD OF 460 
PERSONS. THE FIRST LADY AND DIRECTOR GEARAN WERE 
ACCORDED A TUMULTUOUS WELCOME AND NO ONE HERE CAN 
REMEMBER WHEN MORE EXCITEMENT AND POSITIVE ATTENTION 
WAS FOCUSSED ON THE PEACE CORPS IN PARAGUAY.
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SERVICE
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OTHER MEMBERS OF THE DELEGATION AND TRAVELLING 
PARTY INCLUDED DEPUTY EDUCATION SECRETARY MADELINE 
KUNIN, MRS. DONNA MCLARTY, STATK A/S ALEXANDER 
WATSON, AID AA MARK SCHNXEDER, NSC SENIOR DIRECTOR 
RICHARD FEINBERG, USOAS AMBASSADOR HARRIET BABBITT, 
DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF MELANNE VERVEBR, USIA AR 
DIRECTOR STEVE CHAPLIN, FIRST LADY STAFFER NICOLE 
RABNER AND AID ADVISER LILIANA AYALDE.

End Cabla Taxt
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WAS HIN GTON

MEMORANDUM

• r

l-vc <To:
From: 
Date: 
Re:

Countless delegations asked that we convey to you their 
admiration and their thanks for validating the work of First 
Ladies and highlighting the importance of the health and 
education of women and children.

Hillary Clinton
Nicole Rahner
October 25, 1995 
Paraguay Conference

I wanted to give you a sense of what happened at the Paraguay 
Conference after your departure. First of all, in case it was 
not immediately evident, your presence at the Conference was 
electrifying and brought the proceedings to a new level. We were 
told that this Conference was by far the most successful and 
substantive of its kind. Even the representatives of the 
participating International Organizations (PAHO, IDE, UNICEF, 
UNESCO, etc.) commented that the Conference was far more 
interesting than, for example, meetings of foreign health 
ministers; they stressed that the women were engaged, committed 
to the issues and open for suggestions on how to make a 
difference in their own countries.

The Conference exceeded all of our expectations in terms of how 
well it was organized and the thoughtful exchange of experiences 
it prompted. I know that the impetus behind the careful planning 
was your participation and the stature you brought to the
Conference.

'I

Please know that you were very well represented after your 
departure. Madeleine Kunin did a wonderful job in engaging in 
the issues of the Conference — she spoke during the discussion 
sessions on Education and on the Beijing Conference and prompted 
a thoughtful dialogue on each. Donna McLarty dazzled us all with 
her ambassadorial instincts, congratulating each First Lady on 
her presentation and conveying your good wishes. Liliana and I 
struggled behind the scenes, rewriting and polishing the 
declaration, the final of which is attached.

Mrs. Sanchez de Lozada, First Lady of Bolivia, will host the next 
meeting in 1996 and therefore will now assume the Conference 
Secretariat in Bolivia. She asked to meet with Donna, Liliana 
and me in order to solicit suggestions on how to ensure that the 
momentum of the Paraguay Conference is maintained and how to 
continue the focus on measurable results in improving the health 
and education women and children. Mrs. Sanchez de Lozada 

photocopy
HRC HANDWRITING



4

You were HUGE in Paraguay!

understands that if next year's Conference is scheduled for the 
same time frame (early fall), it is nearly impossible for you to 
participate, but she still hopes for some participation from you. 
We will follow-up by keeping in touch with Mrs. Sanchez de 
Lozada's staff over the coming months. More immediately, we will 
draft notes from you to all the Conference participants, 
enclosing, as you've asked, the compilation of your Beijing 
speeches.
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STH CONFERENCE OF WBVES OF HEADS OF STATE 
AND OF GOVERNMENT OF THE AMERICAS

Work in favor of the health and education of women 
and children, under the principles of: comprehensive 
development, equality, democratization of information 

■ and awareness, and family and social participation.

Maestro Pellegrini 495 esq. Avda. Stma. Trinidad. Tel. (595-21 > 290-753 y 290-757

Asuncion - Paraguay

I

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THESE CONSIDERATIONS. WE 
DECLARE THAT WE WILL:

ta. CONFERENCW OE ESPOSAS

DE JEFES 0€ EST ADO
VDEGOBIERNO

DE LAS AMERICAS
SECRETARIA PRO - TEMPORE

WE recognize that our countries face common challenges 
regarding the health and education of women and children 
and that by sharing experiences and promoting regional 
actions through these conferences, we can foster the 
development and the well-being of our nations.

WE, the Wives of Heads of State and of Government and 
Representatives of Governments and of First Ladies of the 
Americas gathered in the City of Asuncion, Capital of the 
Republic of Paraguay, on October 16-19, 1995, to exchange 
ideas and strategies concerning The "Health and Education 
of Women and Children" in our Region, as a follow-up to the 
4th Conference of Wives of Heads of State and of 
Government of the Americas held in Saint Lucia on October 
11-13, 1994 and to the Symposium on Children of the 
Americas held in Miami last December 10,

Despaclio de la

Primera Dama

de la Nation

2. Support actions that improve the health of children and 
women throughout their life cycles by promoting 
universal and quality health care, thus contributing to 
the reduction of maternal morbidity and mortality.

i
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4.

5.

6.

7.

Fax (595-21) 291-631

Promote strategies and activities to improve the health 
and education of women and children, particularly in 
poor rural areas and marginalized urban areas.

Encourage and support the implementation - while 
respecting the national interest and legislation of each 
country - of the agreements and recommendations 
reached at the World Summit on Children, the United 
Nations International Conference on Population 
andDevelopment, the Summit of the Americas, the 
United Nations World Summit on Social Development, 
and the United Nations Fourth World Conference on 
Women.

Promote women's and girls' access to formal and 
non-formal education programs, to ensure

Contribute to the attaiment of the goal to eliminate 
measles in the Americas by the year 2000.

2
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la. CONFERENCE DE ESPOSAS

DE JEFES OEESTADO
YDEGOBIERNO

DE LAS AMERICAS
SECRETARIA PRO • TEMPOI

Despacho de la

Primera Dama

de la Nation

Promote a hemispheric dialogue to share information 
and exchange experiences on education reform efforts 
which increase school enrollment rates and completion 

■ -rates, improve the quality of primary and secondary 
education and expand coverage of non-formal family 
and community based early childhood education.

equal opportunity for full participation in society and 
their active contribution to the development of their 
countries.

f
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Despacho de la

Primera Dama

de la Nation

We agree to express our gratitude to International 
Organizations and other entities for the interest and support 
manifested at the Conference of Wives of Heads of State and 
of Government and Representatives of Governments and of 
First Ladies of the Americas.

5
ta. CONFERENCIA DE ESPOSAS la 

DE JEFES DE EST ADO ’
Y DE GOBIERNO 

DE LAS AMERICAS 
SECRETARIA PRO - TEMPORE

Contribute to the prevention and elimination of all forms 
of violence against women and children through the 
provision of norms and adoption of necessary 
mechanisms, as well as fostering respect for human 
rights.

We congratulate and thank our host, Mrs. Marfa Teresa 
Carrasco de Wasmosy and the Government and people of 
Paraguay for their warm hospitality and congratulate the 
Pro-Tempore Secretariat and the General Coordination 
Committee for the successful culmination of the Conference.

I

Signed in Asuncion, capital of the Republic of Paraguay on 
the nineteenth day of the month of October of the year 
nineteen hundred and ninety-five.

7

We agree to hold the 6th Conference of Wives of Heads of 
State and of Government of the Americas in the Republic of 
Bolivia in 1996; agree to hold the 7th Conference in the 
Republic of Panama, and form the new Pro-Tempore 
Secretariat composed of the Offices of First Ladies of Bolivia, 
Paraguay and Panama.

3
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Asuncion-Paraguay
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Xlmena Iturralde de Sdnchez de Lozada 
Bolivia

Janice Compton
Saint Lucia
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Mana Teresa Carrasco de Waspfiosy
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Hillary ftodham Clinton
United States of America
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Honduras

Fax (595-21) 291-631

Llesbeth Venetiaan Vanenburg
Suriname

Aline Chretien
Canada

Nilda Velasco de Zedillo
Mexico '

Josette ATfmann de Figueres
<y Costa Rica

Zplayhar Hassanall 
z Trinidad and Tobago
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Dora Boyd de PerezH-talladares
Panama
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Marta Larraechea de Frei
Chile ------

Lady Yvy Sylvia Lucille Cooke 
Jamaica

’i?
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SECRETARIA PRO - TEMPORE
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fosefina Villalobos de Duran Ballen
Ecuador
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Awcffladora Matus
Nicaragua

atrlz Rodnguez de Walter
Venezuela
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Z^lmtfa Mirey$ Regazzoli
Argentina

Martha Chavez Cosslo
Peru

ussan

Claudia Maripfa Avila 
\ El Salvador

This is a faifthfubeafly^of the original document 
Pro-Tempore Secretariat

Laura Alberti,
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Dominican Republic. •
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A.Concerning Women's Health:

the year 2000".
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b. Promote the allocation of resources to allow for the 
adequate implementation and follow-up of the 
"National Plans of Action to Accelerate the 
Reduction of Maternal Mortality and Morbidity in the 
Americas," elaborated in collaboration with PAHO and 
other international organizations.

l.a.Support the resolution of PAHO's XXIII Pan American 
Sanitary Conference which encourages 
Governments of the Americas to establish "policy of 
comprehensive attention of women’s health for the 
prevention of morbidity and the reduction of 
maternal mortality by at least 50%, to be achieved bv

7

As advocates for the health and education of women and 
children within a framework of equality, peace, freedom, 
solidarity, social progress and sustainable human 
development, we recommend consideration of the following 
strategies and programs:

c. Promote the disaggregation of morbidity and mortality 
. rates by sex.

2. Create mechanisms in thosecountries which 
engaged in the United Nations Population 
(UNFPA) Project, "Prevention of Adolescent Pregnancy,"

1

5 CIA DE ESPOSAS'
3 0£ ESTAOO »

RECOMMENDATIONS AND PROGRAMS OF THE STH
CONFERENCE OF WIVES OF HEADS OF STATE AND OF

GOVERNMENT OF THE AMERICAS
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project in response to the following needs:
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b.Widen the scope of action of the project whenever 
necessary, so as to include activities related to the 
reduction of maternal mortality.

a.Encourage the participation of local UNFPA offices in 
the elaboration, implementation and follow-up of 
the local components of the Project, so as to guarantee 
the coordination of this initiative with similar projects 
funded by other international cooperation 
agencies, both bilateral and multilateral.

c. Analyze the possibility of redistributing unallocated 
financial resources, among those countries which are 
already implementing the project and need 
additional resources.

d.Adjust the project in order to support, while respecting 
the national interest of each country, the 
implementation of the recommendations from the 
United Nations International Conference for Population 
and Development and the United Nations Fourth World 
Conference on Women.

3. Support the proposal of the Association of Ibero- 
American Leagues Against Cancer (ALICC) to continue 
and expand the program "Latin America inthe Struggle 
Against Cancer" to countries in the region.

B.Concerning Women’s Education/Training:

1. Recommend the disaggregation of data by sex and 
analyze these data in such a way as to take into 
account the condition and position of each sex within

8
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through IICA and "Promotion of Women’s Participation

achieving the goals of the World Summit for Child
ren

3.

OE JEFES OEESTADO I
YOEGOBIEBNO

OE LAS AMERICAS 
SECRETARIA PRO • TEMPORE

C.Concerning Children’s Health:

1.

(WHO) to 
.J Street

/

J
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transmission from the Americas by the year 2000 and 
strengthen the surveillance of preventable diseases by 
vaccination. Y

study the possibility of creating a fund to finance 
wmen prO'l'ects imPr°ve the quality of life of rural

Organization (PAHO) and other international 
- 2r5°n|za!ions. on .the camPaign to eliminate measles

3. Based on the experiences of the Projects, "Rural Women 
in Latin America andthe Caribbean" implemented 
through IICA and "Promotion of Women’s Participation 
in Development;' request the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB) to expand and continue, 
respectively, the projects to other countries in the 
region.

4. Request the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) to

Request the World Health Organization (V 
extend the "Program on Substance Abuse and

9
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.. ±. , - w ~.i women can beactive participants in the design, implementation and 
evaluation of projects that promote social eaualitv of 
women. y

2. Promote mechanisms through which

evaluation of projects that promote'social equality1 of

Promote and follow-up on progress made.toward

by the year 2000.

2. Work with Ministries of Health, the Pan American Health
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in the Americas" and urge the Mentor

4. on a dailybasis

□.Concerning Children's Education:

1.

institutions and civil society to improve the quality of

c.Promoting, disseminating and monitoring the "child­friendly school initiative

E.Concerning the Fourth World Conference on Women:

Promote the implementation, — according to the

Fax (595-21) 291-631

national interest and the legislation of each 7

r .r±L iA/ , -------- United Nations
Fourth World Conference

VOEGOBIERNO
OE LAS AMERICAS

SECRETARIA PRO ■ TEMPORE
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b.Supporting non-formal community and family-based 
child development programs and enhancing the 
level of knowledge of parents and care givers.

7

Children I
Foundation to continue funding this Program.

Urge mass media to dedicate prime time u.. ~ 
basis to the dissemination of health education 
information.

IIIICIC5| udu me legisianon of each countrv - 
of the commitments made at 

----------) on Women, held in Beijing'

i o
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□ .Supporting more active child-centered teaching 
practices, which increase and Improve the 
availability and use of non-sexist textbooks while 
ensuring effective time for learning in schools.

f" la- CONFERENCIA OE ESPOSAS

OE JEFES DE ESTADO »

Promote activities that contribute to investment in 
the education of girls and women of the Americas 
as well as the reduction of school repetition and 
drop-out rates, by encouraging governmental 
institutions and civil society to improve the quality of 
primary education in schools by



China, during September of this year.
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F.Concerning the topic of Violence against Women:

1.

2.

3.

G.Concerning the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child: 

l.a.Promote the fulfillment of the agreements of the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. . •

Urge mass media to promote awareness and 
educational campaigns to prevent and combat 
violence.

Dcspacho de la

Primera Dama

de la Nation

c.Promote the elimination of child labor for girls and boys 
• • under 12 years old.

b.Promote the elimination of social and family violence 
against children and put the topic of violence against 
Children on the political agenda of countries.

11
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Promote the ratification and/or adherence and 
implementation of the Inter-American Convention on 
the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of 
Violence against Women, adopted in Belem do Para 
on June 9, 1994.

Promote the joint PAHO / IDB initiative which is 
designed to implement the regional program on 
violence against women: "Establishment of
Community Networks".
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTONFROM:

cc:

REPORT ON MY TRIP TO LATIN AMERICASUBJECT:
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SECRETARY OF STATE WARREN CHRISTOPHER 
NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR TONY LAKE 
USAID ADMINISTRATOR BRIAN ATWOOD

Political leaders repeatedly made reference to the 
commitments made in Miami. This is particularly true for 
the social issues, as the Latins pushed the hardest in the 
preparatory sessions leading up to Miami for a strong focus 
on poverty eradication. The Central Americans, working with 
a hemispheric coalition of private-sector and NGO leaders, 
first proposed what became the Summit's initiative on 
women's rights. There were also repeated references to the 
United Nation's Fourth World Conference on Women and the 

Thank you for asking me to take my recent trip to Latin 
America. The aim of my six-day visit to Nicaragua, Chile, 
Brazil and Paraguay was to advance the Administration's 
interest in alleviating poverty, promoting universal, 
quality education and wider access to health care, and 
protecting the rights of women and children throughout the 
Western Hemisphere. These U.S. goals were endorsed in Miami 
by the hemisphere's 34 democratic leaders at the Summit of 
the Americas and addressed directly by the First Ladies at 
the Symposium on Children which I hosted.

\ "tV-t

Throughout my trip, I stressed that without persistent 
progress on these social goals, the region will not be able 
to attain and sustain democracy and economic prosperity. 
Throughout my travels, this message was embraced. There is 
a real commitment to tackle the difficult but critical 
social issues. ‘This region has made incredible
recent progress — our message would not have been as well 
received just five years ago. As I traveled, I found that 
the entire political spectrum — even in countries with a 
recent history of severe political polarization like 
Nicaragua and Chile — now understands the compelling 
arguments for social progress. Media coverage .was 
universally positive.
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Schedule of Speeches and Site Visits

Nicaragua

Chile

In each country, I sought to focus attention on one or 
more of the critical social issues through public remarks 
and site visits:

issues of the Conference — microenterprise; comprehensive 
health care, including family planning; education; programs 
that value women as full and equal partners in society; 
freedom from violence; full political participation for 
women — these themes were underscored again and again.

I also had the opportunity to visit with President 
Chamorro at her residence and talk informally about her 
country and its challenges. Mrs. Chamorro also hosted a 
luncheon for me to which she invited members of her Cabinet, 
particularly those who oversee social programs.

In Nicaragua, I focused on the theme of the rights of 
women and children, as President Violeta Chamorro had been 
the leading sponsor of the Summit's initiative on women's 
rights. I visited a community-run bank in a poor barrio 
making small loans to women microentrepreneurs and heard 
about the transforming impact the credit has had on lives 
and livelihoods. I also visited a primary health care 
clinic which is part of Nicaragua's new decentralized public 
health delivery system and engaged in a discussion with 
patients and staff. Both of these projects are supported by 
USAID. My speech in Nicaragua drew linkages between social 
investments and durable democracy through the metaphor of 
family:

In Chile, my focus was the value of education and 
educational reform. I visited a World Bank-supported model 
vocational training school, where I saw a demonstration of 
education through computers and learned of plans to equip 
the schools with interlinking technology. I also learned 
about Chile's education reform agenda. For example, I 
learned about a proposal to keep the schools open on 
weekends to allow children to pursue interests and help 

"We see that through better health, education, and good 
jobs, women are building stronger families. We see 
that through democratic reconciliation and
investments in people, Nicaragua is building a stronger 
national family. And we see that, as the Nicaraguan 
family unites and your economy grows, your nation will 
continue to be a vital partner in building a 
hemispheric family of democracies."
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Brazil

Paraguay

In Brasilia, I had an excellent meeting with President 
and Mrs. Cardoso. President Cardoso talked, among many 
things, about the education initiative he was about to 
announce that would put more federal resources in schools 
other than those at the university level to stem the drop­
out problem.

In Paraguay, I participated in the Fifth Conference of 
Wives of Heads of State and Government of the Americas, an 
annual Conference which brings together the spouses of the 
leaders of our hemisphere. This Conference marked the first 

In Brazil, I focused on the health of women and 
children. We visited modern Brasilia as well as Salvador de 
Bahia, the capital of the poverty-ridden northeast. Site 
visits in Salvador included a circus which aims to save 
street children by enhancing their teamwork and self-esteem, 
a community center which provides health, education and 
vocational skills to at-risk adolescents, and a hospital 
which primarily assists in birth and caring for women who 
have self-induced abortions. I learned how critical health 
education and family planning are to the poor community, and 
this hospital's programs provided a model for replication. 
The Minister of Health is hoping to extend this successful 
USAID supported program to rural areas in the region.

parents who are working. Mrs. Frei introduced us to the 
work of publicly-funded foundations with which she is 
involved, which serve poor families by providing head-start­
like day care and providing women with marketable skills. 
They also have an innovative program to involve fathers so 
they can realize the full potential of parenthood. In Chile 
too, I participated in a forum on the importance of 
microcredit with representatives of community-based lending 
institutions and borrowers who had become economically self- 
reliant.

My speech at the University of Chile praised Chile's 
strong educational system and our common agenda of 
educational reform that seeks higher high school completion 
rates, quality training to enable workers to compete in the 
global marketplace, and civic virtues to encourage 
participation in democratic decision-making. The 
University's rector noted that Teddy Roosevelt had spoken in 
the same Hall of Honor in 1917 and outlined the many 
collaborative efforts that link his "institution to the 
United States. I also had the privilege to meet with 
President Frei in an informal meeting at the Presidential 
Palace.
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Also in Paraguay, I met with the Peace Corps in 
Paraguay, which was holding a training session for its 
volunteers. Paraguay has the largest number of Peace Corps 
volunteers in the world, and it was gratifying to hear from 
the American men and women who are on the front lines trying 
to make a difference in the guality of life in Paraguay.

year that North America has participated, and therefore the 
first year that it was a hemisphere-wide gathering. The 
Conference focused heavily on follow-up to the issues we had 
discussed at the Symposium on Children of the Americas. We 
called attention to three concrete initiatives stemming from 
Miami: the eradication of measles by the year 2000, 
reduction of maternal mortality by one-half by the year 
2000, and education reform. I was proud to announce USAID 
support for a new Partnership for Education Revitalization 
in the Americas (PERA), which is designed to help identify, 
disseminate and replicate innovative education reform 
programs throughout Latin America. Also, as I had helped 
launch the measles eradication campaign initiative at the 
PAHO headguarters, it was especially gratifying to learn 
about the activities other First Ladies have been engaged in 
around the hemisphere. It was also gratifying to learn how 
active many of the First Ladies are in their own countries 
working on these important issues.

The success of the Conference was noted by 
representatives of international organizations, like UNICEF, 
PAHO, and IDB, who participated in the Conference as 
resources. They remarked that the Conference was among the 
single most impressive discussions and innovative 
developments to enhance progress on pressing social 
concerns. As First Ladies, we signed a declaration and 
agreed to be actively engaged in the issues we discussed, 
ranging from microenterprise and family planning to 
innovative education programs.

Throughout my visit, it was striking how very small 
amounts of money, when placed in the hands of dedicated, 
well-organized institutions, can transform people's lives. 
USAID programs, working in partnerships with international 
and local NGOs and with official entities at federal, state 
and local levels, are having an impact. The World Bank,

In my keynote address on the opening night of the 
Conference, I stressed that the conferences in Miami, 
Copenhagen and Beijing have made clear that democracy and 
prosperity cannot be attained or sustained in countries that 
do not value women as full and equal partners in society. 
President Wasmosy spoke eloquently about the important role 
that a First Lady can play in working to better life for the 
people of her nation. He lauded Mrs. Wasmosy1s work and 
stressed how complementary he viewed their efforts.
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Latin America continues to make progress, but the 
region still confronts severe problems — some of which we 
also face in the United States. Poverty is widespread and 
overwhelming in some places and governments are handicapped 
by fiscal constraints and inflexible bureaucracies.
Educational systems are badly in need of reform, both to 

Latin America is a very diverse region undergoing 
dynamic change. The countries on my itinerary illustrate 
diversity in size, living standards and political 
development. Nicaragua and Paraguay are two small countries 
emerging from decades of repressive rule. President 
Chamorro has made great strides in consolidating democracy 
and restructuring the economy, even if Nicaragua is still 
traumatized by the years of internal conflict and remains 
desperately poor with over half of its population under the 
age of 21. The United States can continue to work to 
promote national reconciliation. While the military still 
casts a shadow over political life in Paraguay, the current 
government appears to be working to strengthen democracy and 
make government accountable to its people. In his remarks 
at the opening of the First Ladies Conference, President 
Wasmosy focused his comments on the commitment to democracy.

Inter-American Development Bank, Organization of American 
States, the Pan-American Health Association and the Inter­
American Foundation are all investing in people in 
innovative ways. We need to do more to publicize these 
success stories so that they can be replicated widely, 
including in the United States. Development assistance is 
a critical component of our broad-based, active engagement 
in the Hemisphere and it calls for our continuing strong 
support.

Brazil enjoys the strong, enlightened leadership of 
President Cardoso, who reiterated his determination to 
stabilize the economy and is working with his wife, Ruth, to 
invigorate civil society and reform the health and education 
systems. The Cardosos noted that they very much enjoyed 
their State Visit last April and seek to forge a new 
partnership with the United States. Chile appears to be is 
a spectacular success story, combining economic stability, 
democratic politics and a concern for social equity that has 
lifted many of its citizens out of poverty since democracy 
was restored in 1990. Chile appears to be on track to 
attaining the developmental status of southern Europe and to 
becoming an articulate leader that other countries will seek 
to follow. The government and private sector continue to be 
very concerned about NAFTA fast track, and I reiterated the 
President's support. It is clearly in our national interest 
to build close relations with Chile in the trade area but 
also to join forces to work together to promote political 
and social progress throughout the Hemisphere.
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Future Engagement

Attached are copies of the speeches I gave in 
Nicaragua, Chile and Paraguay.

reduce the high drop-out rates and to graduate students who 
can compete in the marketplace of the twenty-first century. 
Women are still undereducated and underpaid and many, many 
poor children crowd the streets of the continents' poor 
barrios.

The annual First Ladies' conference offers another 
instrument to advance social progress.

The United States has made a difference in ensuring 
Hemispheric progress. From my own limited observation, I 
believe Latin America seeks close working relations with the 
United States on a wide range of important issues, relations 
based on a genuine exchange and mutual learning. Finally, I 
believe we also need to continue to help our neighbors 
strengthen their emergent democracies, expand market 
economies, and promote social integration.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 11, 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

FROM:

SUBJECT:

CC: Melanne Verveer, OFL
Richard Feinberg, NSC 
Mark Schneider, USAID

Nicole Rabner, OFL
Liliana Ayalde, USAID 
Preparatory Meeting in Asuncion

As it now stands, the conference will begin with a formal 
opening ceremony, in which Mrs. Compton of St. Lucia and you will 
make keynote remarks, referencing the 1994 St. Lucia Conference 
and the 1994 Miami Symposium, and formally "handing over" to Mrs.

The purpose of the preparatory meeting was to solidify the 
October agenda (the latest draft of which is attached), review 
progress made on commitments of previous meetings, and negotiate 
the declaration to be signed by the First Ladies in October. 
Almost all of the 34 countries of the hemisphere were 
represented, including the North American countries (U.S., 
Canada, and Mexico), which are participating for the first time. 
Unfortunately, most of the Caribbean was not represented, not 
because of lack of interest, but rather because of funding 
constraints. As you know, the meeting was far more formal than 
we anticipated, with a U.N.-style format, mirroring how the 
October conference will be structured. Local media was 
everpresent and there was wide coverage in Asuncion of the 
discussions.

Thank you very much for asking us to go on your behalf to 
the preparatory meeting for the October Conference of Wives of 
Heads of State and Governments of the Americas. There was an 
enormous amount of excitement about your participation and 
gratitude for your guidance on how this conference can focus on 
concrete ways that First Ladies can make a difference in helping 
to identify and meet the health and education needs of women and 
children in their own countries. The Symposium on Children which 
you hosted in Miami was widely viewed as a model for "getting 
down to work," talking about issues of common concern and sharing 
models for success. Much work has been done to build on your 
example and demonstrate that First Ladies can make a difference 
in addressing major problems affecting women and children in the 
region.
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Please know how important your work and example is to the 
Latin Americans. Members of many delegations pulled us aside 
specifically to express their great admiration for your work, 
was clear that your involvement will, in a significant way, 
validate and motivate the ongoing efforts both of the First 
Ladies and others working in the Americas to improve the health 
and education of women and children.

Our brief stay in Paraguay was a rich experience and showed 
Paraguay to be a country, like many South Asian countries, in 
which the women — especially the poor women — face 
extraordinary burdens of work, family and lack of opportunity. 
At the same time, there are important efforts underway, supported 
by USAID, IDE and other institutions, working to improve 
conditions and invest in the health and education of women and 
girls. Outside the formal sessions, we had the opportunity to 
talk and share problems and experiences with our colleagues 
throughout the region. We were particularly impressed with the 
commitment and energy of the members of the Secretariat. In our 
discussions with members of other delegations, it was gratifying 
to realize that all of us are working on the same issues and 
toward the same goals under different circumstances.

Wasmosy the role of host. During the next two days, there will 
be a series of substantive working sessions, in which 
representatives of international organizations (such as UNICEF, 
PAHO, IDE and other private organizations) and First Ladies will 
make short presentations on various topics under the umbrella of 
health and education issues relating to women and children. The 
first day will focus on children's issues and the second on 
women's issues. In developing the agenda, the Secretariat made a 
special effort to incorporate the three priority areas which you 
highlighted in your letter with Mrs. Wasmosy — maternal 
mortality reduction, measles elimination, and investment in 
girls' and women's education.

The other item on the agenda was to review a draft of the 
Asuncion declaration, which the First Ladies will sign. We 
worked to make the declaration broad principles rather than 
reporting on specific commitments and details of the discussions 
at the preparatory meeting. Although the draft was fully 
negotiated by the advisors, we have the opportunity to provide 
additional input until August 15th.

As you know, we also have been trying to resolve the 
conflict of overlapping dates between the Asuncion Conference and 
the Ibero-American Summit, which will take place in Beriloche, 
Argentina. The concern is that because of the attendance of the 
King and Queen of Spain and Portugal, some First Ladies may feel 
obliged to accompany their husbands to Beriloche. We're working 
to resolve this issue and anticipate a resolution within the 
week.



REQUIRED FOLLOW-UP

1. Solidify dates for the October conference, resolving 
outstanding issues of the Ibero-American conference.

2. Map out the itinerary of HRC's South American trip and within 
each country, identify appropriate field sites and people.

3. Keep in mind, for HRC's remarks in Asuncion, the importance of 
emphasizing the role that First Ladies can play and to laud their 

ongoing work.
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OPTION #1

EL PASO, TX OR TUCSON, AZDAY1

Wheels up AAFBXXX pm

Wheels down El Paso or TucsonXXX pm

CITY TBD AND MEXICO CITY, MEXICODAY 2

Helo to Boarder City in Mexico9:00 am

Boarder Event

Wheels up City TBD, Mexico11:00 am

Wheels down Mexico City2:00 pm

Down Time Mexico City

Mexico State Dinner

Mexico CityRON

9:30 am-
10:30 am

3:00 pm
6:00 pm

7:00 pm
10:00 pm

NOTIONAL TIME LINE FOR
THE TRIP OF THE PRESIDENT TO

MEXICO, THE CARIBBEAN AND CENTRAL AND 
SOUTH AMERICA



DAY 3 MEXICO CITY AND SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA

Meeting and Press Conference with President Zedillo

Speech to Parliament

Meeting with Opposition Leader (TBD??)

Public Event

4:00 pm Wheels up Mexico City

Wheels down Costa Rica ( San Jose or Other City)6:30 pm

Dinner TBDXXX pm

RON San Jose, Costa Rica

DAY 4

Mini Summit with Central American Leaders

Down Time (Outside San Jose)

XXX pm Wheels up Costa Rica (9 hours on the clock)

XXX am Wheels down Brasilia

RON Brasilia , Brazil or API

9:00 am
12:00 am

12:30 pm
4:00 pm

11:30 am
12:15 pm

12:30 pm
1:00 pm

SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA, LOCATION OUTSIDE SAN JOSE AND 
BRASILIA

9:30 am
10:30 am

2:00 pm
3:00 pm



DAYS BRASILIA, LOCATION OUTSIDE BRASILIA, SAO PAULO, BRAZIL

Meeting with President and Press Avail (??)

Speech to Parliament

Other meetings

Down Time (Out of Brasilia)

State Dinner

11:00 pm Wheels up Brasilia

12:30 am Wheels down Sao Paulo, Brazil

DAY 6

XXX am Down Time Soa Paulo or meetings

Remarks to the People of Sao Paulo, Brazil/Public Event

2:00 pm Wheels up for Waterfalls

3:00 pm Wheels down Waterfalls

See Waterfalls and other attractions

8:00 pm Wheels up Waterfalls

10:30 pm Wheels down Buenos Aires

Arrive Hotel11:00 pm

RON Buenos Aires

3:30 pm
7:00 pm

1:45 pm
2:45 pm

3:00 pm
6:00 pm

10:00 am
11:30 am

SAO PAULO AND IGUAZU FALLS, BRAZIL BUENOS AIRES, 
ARGENTINA

12:00 pm
1:00 pm

7:00 pm
10:00 pm

12:30 pm
1:15 pm



DAY 7 BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA

Meeting with Menem and Press Avail

Foreign Policy Address

Meeting with Members of Jewish Community

Public Event

Business Meeting

Down Time/Tour Buenos Aires

State Dinner

RON Buenos Aires

2:00 pm
2:30 pm

4:00 pm
4:30 pm

7:00 pm
10:00 pm

10:00 am
11:30 am

4:30 pm
6:00 pm

3:00 pm
3:45 pm

12:30 pm
1:30 pm



DAYS

9:30 am Wheels up Buenos Aires

10:30 am Wheels down Mendosa or Salta

Tour Area/Down Time

Wheels up Mendosa or Salta4:00 pm

10:00 pm Wheels down Barbados

Arrive Hotel10:30 pm

RON Barbados

BARBADOSDAY 9

Caribbean Summit

Public Event (TBD)

Golf(TBD)

Dinner tbd8:00 pm

RON Barbados

11:30 am
3:00 pm

9:00 am
12:00 pm

12:30 pm
1:30 pm

BUENOS AIRES, AND SALTA OR MENDOSA, ARGENTINA AND 
BARBADOS

2:00 pm
7:00 pm



BARBADOS AND HAITIDAY 10

Wheels up Barbados9:30 am

Wheels down Port Au Prince, Haiti11:35 am

Working Lunch with President Preval and Press Avail

Address to Parliament

Public Event/OTR

Departure Event with US Troops

Wheels up Haiti7:00 pm

Wheels down AAFB10:15 pm

Arrive White House10:45 pm

4:30 pm
5:30 pm

12:00 pm
2:00 pm

3:00 pm
4:00 pm

6:00 pm
6:45 pm



OPTION #1 - FULL TRIP

Day 4
San Jose, Costa Rica 
Location tbd Costa Rica 
Depart Costa Rica evening 
RON AFI en route Brasilia

Day 1
Depart AAFB early evening
RON US City on other side of boarder

Day 2
Helo Boarder city
Boarder City
Mexico City
RON Mexico City

Day 3
Mexico City
Depart Mexico City mid-day
San Jose, Costa Rica
RON San Jose

Day 5
Brasilia, Brazil
Down Time of Location outside Brasislia
Depart late evening for Sao Paulo 
RON Sao Paulo

Day 7
Buenos Aires 
RON Buenos Aires

Day 6
Sao Paulo, Brazil
Depart for Iguazu falls 
Iguazu falls
Depart evening for Buenos Aires
RON Buenos Aires

Day 8
Depart Buenos Aires morning



OPTION #2- NO MEXICO

Visit to the Countryside (Salta or Mendosa)
Depart for Barbados late afternoon
Barbados
RON Barbados

Day 2
San Jose, Costa Rica 
Location tbd Costa Rica
Depart Costa Rica evening 
RON API en route Brasilia

Day 9
Barbados 
RON Barbados

Day 1
Depart for Costa Rica 
San Jose, Costa Rica 
RON San Jose

Day 4
Sao Paulo, Brazil
Depart for Iguazu falls 
Iguazu falls
Depart evening for Buenos Aires
RON Buenos Aires

Day 10
Depart for Haiti early morning 
Haiti
Depart for AAFB early evenig

Day 3
Brasilia, Brazil
Down Time of Location outside Brasislia
Depart late evening for Sao Paulo
RON Sao Paulo

Day 5
Buenos Aires
RON Buenos Aires



Day 6
Depart Buenos Aires morning
Visit to the Countryside (Salta or Mendosa)
Depart for Barbados late afternoon
Barbados
RON Barbados

Day 7
Barbados
RON Barbados

Day 8
Depart for Haiti early morning 
Haiti
Depart for AAFB early evenig
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charged with the protection of human rights. The Nicaragua position is currently vacant. The 
ombudsmen have a regional association, and despite political difference, work well together. The 
association is cwidiBated by Dr. Victoria Marina de Aviles, the Procuradara para las Defensa 

de las Derechos Humrinos of El Salvador. She is an extra ordinary woman, with whom we've 

worked in the past.
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decision would be how to respond to such a request, and if positively, in what fashion.
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human rights in Latin America This could be done without any commitment of funds, or any new 

policy commitments by the United States.
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