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the green belt movement
a project founded by
the national council of women of kenya

Nairobi, 2nd Februayxy, 1999

To: Friends of all Forests and of the Green Belt Nodafeir= 67545
Tel; 571523, 891679

ARRESTS OVER KARURA FORBST ; Tel /Fax: 504264
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Kenya.
As the crisis over Karura Farest intensifies, we wish to
inform yau that Hon. James Orengo, Hon.:David Mwenje and
Dr. John Makanga vwere thls morning arrestad by thc Ranyen
Police. This is shortly after President Moi speoke yestarday
and supported the privatieation of the forest by land
grabbers! Dr. Makanga was picked in town as he preparaed to
come to take me to UNEP for the on-golng 20th Governing
Council at its Headquarters in Nairobi‘s Giglri area.
Unfortunately, our cars were destroyed at Rarura and are
6till under repairs, making us immobile.

' I am now informed that policemen are camped at my gata
waiting to arrest me. I am staying put inside the houze. In
. 1993 they broke into the same house and arrested ma. They
might tzy the samae thing again. I am hoping that they will
not succeed this time Tound. '

our poeition is that, with the highest respect £a cur
President, we must inform him that from an environmental
point of view, he is completely wrong  .and out of touch with
the wishes of the Kenyan people. This is because in pyrsuit
of a better quality of 1life, human beings urndertake various
developmantal projects which initially appear progresgive.
However, as the level of environmental awareness increases,
such development initiatives may have detrimental effects on
the environment. Examples abound: When Chlorofluorocarbons
(CFCs) were first discovered, scientists were unawarxre of the
damage that they would cause to the ozone layer but as
environmental awareness increased, many af those using CFcs,
including companies, became sensitized and havs now
discontinued the manufacture and use of esuch products. The
same 1s true of other chemical pollutants such as DDT and
other agro-chamicals.

Further, at the turn of the century, hunting of wildlife in
Renya was a greak spart, especially for. Europeans who
perceivad the rich African wildlife as a limitless resourcs.
Yet, a numher of years ago, President Moi set on fire ivary
worth millions of shillings in an effort to have ivory trade
panned. This was because increased environmental awareness
showed that hunting and extensive poaching had reduced !
elaphants to an endangered spacies. It is this' concern that
has today driven the Renya Wildlife Service (KWS) to conduct

















































