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We’ want to call your attention to a situation involving Dr, Wangati Maathai, a
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currently under the threat of arrest in her home in Nairobi. ' ,

For the past several months, Dr. Maathgiand members of her organization, the 
, Greenbelt Movement, have been involved in efforts to prevent the destruction 
of a public 'forest op the outskirts of Nairobi. Last jnontl) on January 8th during a. '
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• ■ MorfoEiinnioPendn ■distressed b7 government’s failure ^nd inaction to put an end to the practice . 
. Founder & Vice President, LUE1F Foundation Of to bring foe responsible parties to justice. . ,

We ask you to inform the .First Lady about Dr,‘ Maafoai’s immediate danger add 

prevent her arrest arid any further abuse. We would greatly appreciate any effort'
Han Masne waters -Ofl ^~ie' °^die! and wjkkeep you-apprised of any deve’lnpment-q.

Memberof U.S. Congress. / / ’ , • '
■ U.S.A. Sincerely,- ■ • • > .

Fay« Wajtleton
Presldent, Center for Gender Equality

■USA
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This morning our office received a fax (attached) from Dr. Maathai stating that ' ‘
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■ Network in Defense of Humankind
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Chief Blsl Ogunleye, Vice President
Executive Director

colleagues and, as she put it, policeman “camped at my gate waiting-.to arrest 
m“.” As dear .friends' of Dr. Maafoai’s, we are gravely concerned, about her 
personal safety. She,, along with past president Bella Abzugjwas a founding

rights and environmentalists throughout foe world. '

Marla Eitianla Pandn '

Costa Rim

Dr. Vandana Shiva .. .  . , . , . . . —
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the gre·�� belt D1ovement. 
a project founded by 
the national council of we.men of kc:nya 

Nairob�, 2nd Febru.aey, 1999 

'l'os l'ri111l4• o� all. l'oreat• a».4 o� the Greeza Delt •o�Jil?X 67545 
T�-571523,891679 

AQBS'l!S 09D �uu l'OUST Tel /Fax.: 504264 
�--•-•��-�-��-------�----�-� �atrobi 

Kenya. 
As the cri•is over Karµra Far�t inten�i�ies., we wish to 
in�ol:"Dl yau that HoJl. James Orengo, Ron.-.Da'Yid xwenje and 
-Dr. ::Jahn Malci!lnga 1"e�• th;i,s marninq 1111�•�-t:•d �Y �o �nyAn
Poii�e. This is sbortly arte� Presiclent Mei spoka,yesterAay
and supported the privatisation o� the �ore=,t l:iy 1-.nc!l
qrab:berst Dr. Malcanga was pic>ced in �own as ha,preiarad to
ooJae to take 1De �o ONmP �or the ot1-goinq 30th Govern ng­
counci1 at its Headquarters in Nairobi's �igi�i •�•••
un�ortunataiy·, our care were destroyed at K•�•· and are
stil1 under ;repaira, me.king us ua:mo.bila.

' I zua now i.nto�ad tha.t · policeman are camped at. •Y ga,�a 
waiting to arrest me, I am staying put inaiqe t;h�. hPu•e· Xn 

. l.993 t:hey broke into th• ea:me house and arrest.i 11111. 'l'tl,ay 
m.1gbt try the sama thing again. I ui hopi.n,g �t tl\ey Yill 
not succ•od. this till• round. 

our pQe5itian is that., with the highest respect ta � 
Presiclezit. .we must. in.fora him that ��om an enviJ;"Oftllle.Jl1:8l 
point of vi.ew, he i• compl•t•1Y wrong.and ou� ot �ouch wi� 
the. vishe,; of the Jtenya.n people. 'l'his is l:,e�a-qse in p,:p:;a1Jiit 
or.- ba1;.tar c;('lality of l.�t•, human l>e.i,.nqs undartalc• va,:rious 
developmental' p�ojects which initial�y appsar proCJ%'••�ive. 
However, as t.ba level ot enviroJllRent�l aw�reness increaaes,
auc:h development init!atives m�y have detrimen�l •tf4ota on 
the environJµent. EXamples abound: When Chlorofl:uor�cu'bone 
(c�cs) w�e first discovered, seientist5 were. una�are ot the 
damage th•t they would �ause to the ozone lay� wt a& 
environmental awcrrene$a increasacl, many cf th�• uaing CFCs, 
inc1udin9 cOIQPanie$, �•cue sen�itized and have n�v 
discontinued tbe manutactl,lre and us• o� such products. 'l1he 
aame i.s '!!rue :Of qther cbamical poll.�t.ants -suc:h �as �D'l' and 
othar agro-chemical.&. 

1'\lrther, at tha turn of the century, hun.1:ing ot vild+ife in 
Kenya was a 9raat spgrt, e,pacial)y for.Eu.ropaaJ/1& who 
perc•ived i:he rich �fr;can w!lcllita a�� itmitla�• �e•�rce. 
Yat, a number ot yaars ago, Presiden� Moi �et o� :t;a iYC:;y 
worth m111ions or shi1�ings in an effort to hav.a 1vory tl;'ada 
banned. This was be�ause increased environme�ta.,J., �W��enes� 
showad 'Chat nunting and e�ens��• paac:hing•had �uce4 
elephants to an endange:ed species.. rt is thi-$:.conj::ern tnat 
baa today d�iven the Xenya Wildl.i�• ·service (JCW�J to conduct 
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w« hope that those arrested will hot he harmed by the pplice 
wa, ^r-Muee thav are innocent.

♦

K

and will be promptly released because they are innocent

Wangari Maathai, co-ordinator.

A-

iSiSonmen^iists m and that is why they are staged by 
Plunder of forests and other natural resources. They 
that the government has failed them as a trustee of 

-------------- Instead, the government hasbacone the

SniieMs’and'govsrnwant'officere apportion ttuHiselvas and

This undermines not only our environment but also the health 

of those children.

The battle for Karura has therefore, nothing to do 
hatred and ethnicity, on the contrary,, ^ has everything to 
do with love, compassion, concern and responsibility f°r 
life on thip planet. Therefore, the president^caipot have- 
the final word on those resources. He is only the head or 
the trusteeship which has with all due respect to our 
President, failed the people.

a census of all the elephants in Kenya as it continues to 
ban hunting of endangered species.

of Blums. For it to remain a city capable of sustaining 
such industrial activities and, at the tim. «.
habitable place for its residents, development planners 
must consider all the components required to continue to 
make it a city tit for people. Karura forest is one such 
component because it acts as a carbon sink. Let Nairobi 
expand in the southeasterly direction where it will not 
interfere with the limited and much needed forests and prime 
aoricultural land. With our knowledge now, we do not intend 
to continue acting as if we are ignorant or succumb to greed 
and corruption-

To-day, it would be wrong to jeopardize catchment areas._ wuwj-wi wfcwx.-, — j_______________r-- - _____ - J
locaiybioXiivarsity, water systems, agriculture and tourism 

continuing the destruction of forests in^the^name^of^^

built on the site where the original owners of;the forest, 

_____L xocax 

indigenous community.

our generation and our children in the universities are 
wu-1- ... ___ ____ 3 i jro anraCTBfl tav
<--------
the :
feel

FEB. 2.1999 3:49PM
aa-ei-.i?’^ 15:29.

by continuing the destruction or

Mbari ya 
sacrific



N.E.D.O . NO.ybi P.5/9

k

l I

i

I

*■
■ ■

Press Release

The Board of directors and the staflf of the Women's Environment and 
Development Organization (WEDO) condemn the brutal attack on our colleague 
noted Kenyan ecologist Wangari Maathai and her supporters in Nairobi last 
week which left Dr, Maathai and two others hospitalised. It was the third 
attack on her in recent years, resulting in, head, neck and back injuries.

The attack by hired private security guards armed with truncheons, whips, swords and 
bows .and arrows took place as Members of Parliament, Dr. Maathai and other members 
of the public were demonstrating peacefully at a controversial construction site in the 
Karura forest on the northern outskirts of the Kenyan capital. In the past, the Kenyan 
pohce have been present at such demonstrations and have sometimes given Dr. Maathai 
and other members of the public access to the forest1 to plant, seedlings. This time 
however, they withdrew just as Maathai's team arrived but not before conversing with the 
hired guards who later pounced on the demonstrators. It is clear that the police and the 
hired guards connived so that the guards rather than the policemen would cany out the 
assault. Indeed, Maathai and her team were unable to get police assistance after the 
attack.

Since October Dr. Maathai and members of her world renowned tree-planting 
Green Belt Movement have been leading grassroots efforts to prevent the 
destruction of an indigenous forest'by replanting saplings to replace 
trees felled by real estate developers.

Destruction of the forest has provoked widespread debate and condemnation - 
of the Moi government's policy of selling prime public land to his supporters 
at minimal cost to construct high-income housing, The forest is situated 
close to some of the Kenyan capital's most affluent neighborhoods.

Ironically the world headquarters of the United Nations Environment 
programme (UNEP) is also located nearby. .UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan 
and UNEP Executive Director, Dr. Klaus Toepfer issued strong statements condemning 
the attack, as did the United States embassy in Nairobi. . . i

While the immediate concern appears to be merely an environmental one, Dr. 
Maathai, who along with past President Bella Abzug was a founding member of 
WEDO, has always maintained that it has much more to do with larger issues 
of hjglr-level corruption, inequity, undemocratic governance and disrespect for 
environmental rights, • F

Of special concern is the fact that some forests are cut to make way for growing of 

marijuana (gannabis safixa) deep in the forest, away from the public eye. Therefore not 
only are these people destrbying the forests but also the youth who are now using drugs

FEB. 2.1999 3:50PM
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with alarming frequency. This has made Kenya not only a conduit for drugs from Asia but 
also a producer of the same- '

n Jguuico H4C yyiu QI us ClU^enS WlUle liyjPg IP
the face of international conservation accords that President Moi himself has signed," she 
Haiti in a nlinnn r.nnvprcatinn nn*h liar _ nz___ i____ n. . ' ■

I

I

I

I

1
i

i

I

A 
' "J

"This is a case of a government that blatantly ignores the will of its citizens while flying r 

said in a phone conversation with her WEPO colleagues on Monday soon after henclease 
from hospital. “In the face of such gross inequity, we are morally obliged to take care of 
forests for future generations, just like our forefathers did.

Sustainable planning and development for Nairobi should allow for the expansion of the 
city without destroying the very resources on which its future depends.

FEB. 2.1999 3:50PM
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Unconscious by police, Another time she WM ar­
rested and put m a jail cell overnight witij nq

.y, put wnsn Kenyattas not far from the 
daughter hetfr Mugn, who doorstep at linked 
was taking part in the per- Nations official*
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that thugs were hired to heat up memhers of her 
movement and then destroyed the machinery in
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mattrass, Always her popularity and idealism 
have stayed intact,

SaX’”
A rickety bus rattled up the road, halted at die edge of the for­

est and disgorged 28 passepgers-all of them old women. Then 
came a pickup truck carrying their weapons-not clubs or rifles but 
S’VK0 L^diWftJeri  ̂C40S' Pmafly 4 — car P^ed up, 
and apt strode their leader, Wangan Maadiai. an imposing 5-ft. fi­
rn. woman in a long blue dress and a red-and-bl^kpolka-dot head 
scarf, she pwked up a pot containing a 2-ft. Mem oak seedling, but 
the police refused to let her cany it into the forest. In a soft but de-

the forest and I do not wlfot this one to 417, pS it

s.u. Toifc ■

the bumjng.of the bulldozers or overzealous fol­
lowers acted on their own initiative. She claims

M-
1 ' vJ

S
■ t

.H.

N® MORHtNQ TWO MONTHS ACQ, 3p mMET-CUri Riot 
pohoe welding automatic rifles were arrayed in front of a 
hastily erected steej gate that barred the way into KaruraFbr- 

u,iinefSt’011 °ut$^r{s Nairobi, They stood guarding the sits 
un many Kenyans were calling an environmental outrage. 
More than a third of the 2,S00-acre forest had been sold tp Und 
developers for a luxury housing project backed by President 
Darnel arap Moi, and 50 acres had already been oleamd-less tlum 
Ulf a mde away from Nairobi's world headquarters of the United

helped start an opposition group called the Fbrum for foe 
Hestoration of Democracy. Once foe was te'argassed and clubbed

WORLD RESpURppS 
INSTITUTE
WW.tvr/.Qrg

conservation
international. 

. ww.pRnservaWon.org
RAINFOREST ACTION 
NETWORK ... 

~y~7 1 MCQWWyPM. U|g Il|apf}ipQjy
a fit cf anger when they were not paid what they . WILPLIFE FUNP
were promised. “-***^a“------

• Whatever foe truth, Moi has made no move
to punish foe influential Maafoaj, who has won
environmental awards from countries all over
foe world. In on October speech at National Sts-
diumon Kenyatta Day (honoring Kenya’s first

ceive a Ph,D., she founded foe women*? Gree/pelt Movement, 11

■ ■'

i 
i

p1

J

...—---------- -------------- emony, tapped foe Side of '
' For more on saving forests;' ; her head with her forefinger md grimaced at 

; Moi, foe crowd roared ft? approval. 
•’ ed. S?78 polioo have given up frying to 

stop Maafoais fodefatigable followers '"from 
plfmting free seedjfogs in foe ofoamd parton of 

. Kanira Jbrast. And because moat people rich ' l' 
enough fo buy a homo in foe proposed develop­
ment would now'bo ombarmssed to do so, foe 
project J? expected to collapse.

; Whfle Maafoai appears victorious, she has re­
ceived, threats since fop buDdozer destruction, "A
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Before the protesterg had arrived, five policemen drove in and briefly 
conversed with the security men. '• ■ • ' •

I

«hrrp://www,natipnauc|io.conVNews/Pai|yNai;ion/090t99/Ne^s/News7.htm| )/12/99

Daily Naciqn On the Web

»

I

Apart from the policemen, no body else was allowed near the steel gates, 
i ■

■ The MPs left as Pmf Maathai, journalists and other, casualties drove to Qigiri 
police station to lodge a formal complaint. •

The injured'were then driven to hospital, where they announced they would 

return to the forest to plant the seedlings on another day. 
(• prof Maathai will need to be Rept'ih hospital for observation for two or three 

days because she had lost a lot of blood, said.hw doctor, Daniel Gikonyo,
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MPs, Maathai beaten at forest
By STEPHEN MUIRUR!

. I

Protesters were whipped and beaten when they tried to plant seedlings at the ■ 
gates' to Karura forest yesterday.

Violence flared after a three-hour confrontation during which security men 
refused to allow the demonstrators into the forest, parts of which have been 
allocated to private developers.

The attack came after Professor Wangari Maathai, coordinator of th? Green 
Belt Movement,-who had arranged the demonstration, fried to plant a seedling 
at the gate. '

. The protesters, wh° included Mr Joseph Muchara and Mr James Kamau 
Mwirigi were beaten with rubber whips, clubs and stones.

prof Maathai was later taken to Nairobi Hospital and treated for a deep out to 
the head, which needed four stitches. It was caused by a blunt object, like a 
club, sajd Dr Daniel Gikonyo.

Other demonstrators, who included MP Mr James Ofengo, took to their heels 
when the violence began and were chased 200 metres from the gates. :

Some journalists, who hud their equipment damaged, were also whipped and . 
sustained bruises.

The windscreens of three vehicles were smashed; a BBC Isuzai Trooper, a 
Green Belt Movement Band Rover and a Pajero,.

About 20 protesters led by Prof Maathai, Mr Orengo, and MPs Peter 
Kamande, Mpses Mwihia, Njehu.Gatabaki and former Kiambaa MP Kamau 
Icharia, had gone to the forest to try tq plant seedJings on the land that has 
been allocated for development.

They were faced by about 200 security men who were armed with bows and 
arrows, swords, pangas, clubs arid metal bars.''

Police later'said they were not to blame for the attack, adding that Prof 
• Maathai's group had wanted to invade private land.
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the scene of the attack and left without talking to anyone?,
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Divisional police boss Mr Francis Mwyajnbu and other officers later visited

t

I

I

The security men said they had been given clear instructions not to allow 
anyone onto the land. i

Their leader shouted to the pnptesters, "We have a court order barring 
strangers from coming here, We are ready for a bloody fight if you want to 
force your way in. We will cn|sh you like rats!"

• I 1 ' '

Referring to the court order issued by a High Court judge against interfering 
with the allocated land, Prof Maathai said;

% ll f

"It is unfortunate that courts are being used to legitimise grabbing of public 
land- Grabbers are now hiding! be hind court orders which we will never 
recognise,"

■ MP Mr Orengo asked Why the police refused to arrest the attackers for being 
in possession of offensive weapons, contrary to the law.

He blamed Police .Commissioner Puncan Wachira for the incident, saying his 
officers were aware of the impending attack and "that is why they refused to. 
arrest the attackers".

Mr Mwihia challenged -President Moi to issue a public statement on the 

Karura saga.
• »

Mr Gatabaki said the forest belonged to Kenyans arid they would not allow it 
to be grabbed.

CormnentsWiewg about |his article
Front PaM i'NeWS | Comment I Lettera | g’mjnay [ Spope | | fcvdl)<iek
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For the past several months, Dr. Maathgi and members of her organization, the 
, Greenbelt Movement, have been involved in efforts to prevent tlie destruction 
of a public forest op the outskirts of Nairobi. Last month on January 8* during a 
peaceful demonstration at die Karura forest, Dr. Maadiai'artd her supporters 
were brutally attacked by hired private security guards. This was die third attack 
on her in recent years, resulting in head,’neck and back injuries.

This morning our office received a fax (attached) from Dr. Maadiai stating that ' ‘

• r.'

1

Washington, DC 20500
- .'■l' '

Dear Ms. Verveer,

Muria Eiiwniu Pendn ■distressed bF1112 government’s failure ^nd inaction to put an end to the practice' 
Founders Vice President, LUEiF Foundation °r to bring the responsible parties to justice. ... „

We ask you to inform the First Lady aboutDr. Maathai's immediate danger arid

prevent her arrest and any furthe; abuse, We would greatiy appreciate any effort'

Hon. Akiko Domoto
Member of the Japanese Diet

• Jamn , . , ... ......
, .. die crisis over Karura Forest hid intensified with the attest of three pf her 

, • ElinEn.se ■■ 1 *
Norwegian People's Aid

Nciww

r Dr. Farkhooda Hassan

355 lexlncton Avenue, 3rd Floor ■ New York, NY 1D017-6603 U.S.A. ■ Tel: 212 973-0325 ■■Fax’: 212-973-0335 ■ E-mail: WfldD@igc.apc.onz ■ WWW: http://WWW.Wftdo.org

I • ■ ,

on die part of the First Lady and will keep you apprised of any developments.

u,s.a. Sincerely,- ■ ' ' ' ' . ' ‘ •

Faya Wanla ton
President, Canter for Gender Equality

MQIIIM

■ . ■ . I „ ‘ ' ' ' •
We want to call your attention to a situation involving Dr, Wangari Maathai, a

personal safety. She,, along witii past president Bella Abzu&was a founding

rights and environmentalists throughout the world.

colleagues and, as she put it, pokceman “camped at my gate waitjng. to arrest 
me.” As dear friends of Dr. Maathai’s, we are gravely concerned.about her

Member of shoura Assembly of Egypt member of WEDO, and continues to be a guiding force for women, human

Dr.Watiipri Maathai
Coordinator, Green Belt Movement

Keiwa

. I

Marfa Eugenia Pnndn

Costa Rica

Dr. Vandana Shiva ■ . , , , , »,
Director, Ressareh Foundation for request your assistance in promoting visibility around this issue in an effbrt to- ■ 
.Science, Technology end Ecology ' ’

Im

Hon, Maxiiia Waters
Member of U.S. Coneress.



2^ 199^9 3: 49PM. Sr*N.E.D. .r^. ■ • 'NO.961 ■’ ’ P.3/9 ■*T7

the green belt movement

the Gr«en

XRRfiSTS

by K.nyan

jonn CZZZZi <7 »fter presiaenx. nw*pe. This ie shortly after forest toy land

not succaod

our

^anples abound^ When —
^Ta^' layer «

sen^itisad and have now
including cqjuf®***— • and use or eucn P*-__ -aiaconrinbdd S’eKS^ca^^ts sucb as DDT and

to conduct

FEB.-
e2-0i-k”

'I
I

i*r' ft utl 1

Tel /Fax: 504264
Nairobi
Kenya.

•' ' **. 

• »•

oveir K3.r”ux^toe Cri Lat B=n. Janes Oron?o,

iarad to
-going 20th_Gov*rning

are

ipunobil® •

Ab tile criaxs Qvet ^endo^HonT^Davld Mwenje and

Police
and ! 
grabbers I
come to taisw —----- ~Council at its Headquarter^
Unfortunately, oU^ c taking u« 
still under repairs, making u»

—-, hunting of wildlife xn 
-eapeelally ^.^^/^rce.

L gruav- liTaltiaaa -------pJrceived the rich »«*“" £SiaL>“ Moi set op tile 
vet a number of years ago, effort to have ivory trade
worth millions of ^j:iiieginc?ea2Cdf Jn^ironmantal awareness

Oanjied- This was be eXtensive poaching had reduced t
showed that hunting and extensi p i(. Cdncern that
Chants to an endangered species. rKWs.) to conduct
elephants to an -
has today driven th® Kenya

highest respect to cur .
n 9 - —i environmental

_ .-^SSis^ hecause^pwrsuit

ef a bitter’quality

such development i^^^tZaSbo2nd^ When chlorofluorocarbone 
the environment. Examples at -ntists were unaware of the
'c?c“? Cere first «one layer but as
damage that they would ed, many of those using CFCs,
environmental awareness in2re«nSitised and have now 
including use of such products. __^hc

^;:’irtruo of other ....
other agro-chemicals.

yurtter, at the turn of the century

Kenya was a 9reat,

^“S'of^.nenofhenya

Nairobi, 2nd February, 1999

to: Friends of all Forest, and of

QVBR XMltnUk FOREST ~ (

Wildlife Service (KWS.)

' I am now informed ^^-P^g^ng^ut^nSid^tba. hpustea In 

waiting to arrest me. I am st y g arrested me.

IS^ishe. of'the Kenyan people.

Sironnental awareness



FEB.* 2.1999 W.E.D.O, 961*. ;P.4/9hi,

‘

Today, Kenya still jnalntains one oi tne 9XOV& raJ, with a ?i?h l.v.1 of

t

public resources. Instead, tne goverruawju 
graatest enany o*th« SiSSl^I

full knoil.ag; and protection of gov.maent rffic«..

To-day, it would be wrong to jeopardize —

3:49PM
• 02-01-.19” 15’ 2’ . - . ’

a censui of all the elephants in Kenya as it continues to 
ban hunting of endangered species.

--------- still maintains one^of the ^£gh*st population

such industrial activities and, ar the ti=«, r^.in «.
habitable place for its residents, development planners 
must consider all the components required to continue to 
make it a city tit for people. Karura forest is one such 
component because it acts as a carbon sink. Let Nairobi 
expand in the southeasterly direction where it will not 
interfere with the limited and much needed forests and prime 
agricultural land. With our knowledge now, we dc 
to continue acting ae if we are ignorant or succumb to greed 

and corruption.

To-day, it would be wrong to jeopardize catchment areas, the

L,. Bite Where the original owners of- the forest,
Mbari ya Kihara, had their homestead. No trees were 
sacrificed. Indeed Karura was a sacred forest for. the local 

indigenous community.

our. generation and our children in the univ^siti« are
^ilZn^ntilists n^anS Shat is why they are engaged by
Sa^ihSt^^gov^entHhas^SilSd Sa

- - - ------------- instead, the government has^bacome the

Snirt«s'ana\ov.7n«nt'Srri«rs Apportion thwwelves and

This undermines not only our environment but aleo the health 

of those children.
• 1

The battle for Karura has therefore, nothing to do,with . 
hatred and ethnicity, on the contrary, it has everything to 
do with love, compassion, concern and responsibility for 
life on this planet. Therefore, the 
the final word on those resources. He is only the head of 
the trusteeship which has with all due respect to our 
President, failed the people.

We hope that those arrested will not be harmed by the police 
and will be promptly released because they are innocent.

Wangari Maathai, co-ordinator.
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Press Release

The Board of Directors and the staff of the Women's Environment and 
Development organization (WEDO) condemn the brutal attack on our colleague 
noted Kenyan ecologist Wangari Maathai and her supporters in Nairobi last 
week which left Dr, Maathai and two others hospitalized, It was the third 
attack on her in recent years, resulting in, head, neck and back injuries,

The attack by hired private security guards armed with truncheons, whips, swords and 
bows,and arrows took place as Members of Parliament, Dr. Maathai and other members 
of the public were demonstrating peacefully at a controversial construction site in the 
Karura forest on the northern outskirts of the Kenyan capital, In the past, the Kenyan 
pohce have been present at such demonstrations and have sometimes given Dr, Maathai 
and other members of the public access to the forest to plant, seedlings. This time 
however, they withdrew just as Maathai's team arrived but not before conversing with the 
hired guards who later pounced on the demonstrators. It is clear that the police and the 
hired guards connived so that the guards rather than the policemen would carry out the 
assault. Indeed, Maathai and her team were unable to get police assistance after the 
attack.

Since October Dr. Maathai and members of her world renowned tree-planting 
Green Belt Movement have been leading grassroots efforts to prevent the 
destruction of an indigenous forest by replanting saplings to replace 
trees felled by real estate developers.

Destruction of the forest has provoked widespread debate and condemnation 
of the Moi government's policy of selling prime public land to his supporters 
at minimal cost to construct high-income housing, The forest is situated 
close to some of the Kenyan capital's most affluent neighborhoods.

Ironically the world headquarters of the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) is also located nearby. UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan 
and UNEP Executive Director, Dr. Klaus Toepfer issued strong statements condemning 
the attack, as did the United States embassy in Nairobi. /

While the immediate concern appears to be merely an environmental one, Dr. 
Maathai, who along with past President Bella Abzug was a founding member of 
WEDO, has always maintained that it has much more to do with larger issues 
of higli-level corruption, inequity, undemocratic governance and disrespect for 
environmental rights, 1 F

Of special concern is the fact that some forests are cut to make way for growing of 

marijuana (gannabi? sativa) deep in the forest, away from the public eye. Therefore not 
only are these people destrbying the forests but also the youth who are now using drugs
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with alarming frequency. This has made Kenya not only a conduit for drugs from Asia but 
also a producer of the same.

I

"This is a case of a government that blatantly ignores the will of its citizens while flying in 
the face of international conservation accords that President Moi himself has signed," she 
said in a phone conversation with her WEDO colleagues on Monday soon after her release 
from hospital. *Tn the face of such gross inequity, we are morally obliged to take care of 
forests for future generations, just like our forefathers did.

Sustainable planning and development for Nairobi should allow for the expansion of the 
city without destroying the very resources on which its future depends.
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' Siw6 police have given up frying to 
stop •Maathais indefiulngable followers’from 
pifintreg free seedlings in the cleared portion of 
Karura Forest. And because moat people rich ■ 
enough to buy a home in the proposed develop- j, 
ment would now'be embarrassed to do so, the 
project is expected to collapse.
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Before the protesters had arrived, five policemen drove in and briefly 
conversed with the security men.

I
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Apart from the policemen, no body else was allowed near the steel gates. 
1 ■

The MPs left as Prof Maathai, journalists and other casualties drove to Gigiri 
police station to lodge a fonrial complaint-

The injured were then driven to hospital, where they announced they would 
return to the forest to plant the seedlings on another day. 

(
Prof Maathai will need to be kept in hospital for observation for two or three 
days because she had lost a lot of blood, said her doctor, Daniel Gikonyo,

I

Fugs I of 2

News
SgtHrdny, JuHRBryP. 1999 '

MPs, Maathai beaten at forest
Sy STEPHEN MUIRURI

Protesters were whipped and beaten when they tried to plant seedlings at the 
gates to Karura forest yesterday.

Violence flared after a three-hour confrontation during which security men 
refused to allow the demonstrators into the forest, parts of which have been 
allocated to private developers. . ■ ' ,

The attack came after Professor Wangari Maathai, coordinator of the Green 
Belt Movement,-who had arranged the demonstration, tried to plant a seedling 
at the gate. '

The protesters, who included Mr Joseph Muchara and Mr James Kamau 
Mwirigi were beaten with rubber whips, clubs and stones.

Prof Maathai was later taken to Nairobi Hospital and treated for a deep cut to 
the head, which needed four stitches. It was caused by a blunt object, like a 
club, said Dr Daniel Gikonyo.

Other demonstrators, who included MP Mr James Orengo, took to their heels 
when the violence began and were chased 200 metres from the gates.

Some journalists, who had their equipment damaged, were also whipped and 
sustained bruises.

The windscreens of three vehicles were smashed: a BBC Isuzu Trooper, a 
Green Belt Movement Band Rover and a Pajero, •

About 20 protesters led by Prof Maathai, Mr Orengo, and MPs Peter 
Kamande, Moses Mwihia, Njehu Gatabaki and former Kiambaa MP Kamau 
Icharia, had gone to the forest to try to plant seedlings on the land that has 
been allocated for development.

They were faced by about 200 security men who were armed with bows and 
arrows, swords, pangas, clubs and metal bars.

• I1

Police later said they were not to blame for the attack, adding that Prof 
Maathai's group had wanted to invade private land.
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MP Mr Orengo asked Why the; police refused to arrest the attackers for being 
in possession of offensive weapons, contrary to the law.

He blamed Police .Commissiaiier Duncan Wachira for the incident, saying his 
officers were aware of tile impending attack and "that is why they refused to 

  -1   '

Ppily Nation Op the Web ; , Page 2 of 2

Divisional police boss Mr Francis Munyambu and other officers later visited 
the scene of the attack and lef^ without talking to anyone.

The security men said they had been given clear instructions not to allow 
anyone onto the land.

Their leader shouted to the protesters, "We have a court order barring 
strangers from coming here. We are ready for a bloody fight if you want to 
force your way in. We will erpsh you like rats!"

Referring to the court order issued by a High Court judge against interfering 
with the allocated land, Prof Maatiiai said;

"It is unfortunate that courts are being used to legitimise grabbing of public
land. Grabbers are now hiding be hind court orders which we will never 
recognise,"

arrest the attackers". j

Mr Mwihia challenged-President Moi to issue a public statement on the 

Karura saga. . ■

Mr Gatabaki said the forest belonged to Kenyans and they would not allow it 
to be grabbed,
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