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July 26, 1999

Melanne Verveer

Chief of Staff to the First Lady
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Melanne:

Many, many thanks for your skillful and
generous assistance during the past week. I know how
much time and effort you devoted to suoporting our
family during that difficult time, and I'll always be
very grateful. ' :

On behalf of the entire Kennedy family, I thank
you for your friendship and for all you did so well.

With my appreciation and wapmest regards,

As ever, /
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Mstislav Rostropovich
Music Director, National Ssymphony Orchestra

Music Director Mstislav Rostropovich is now in his 17th and final season
with the National Symphony Orchestra, making his leadership among the
longest and most impressive of those of current music directors of major
American orchestras. During his tenure the Orchestra has been
distinguished by constant growth in both artistry and reputation.

1990 saw a burgeoning of the National Symphony’s
international reputation under Rostropovich’s direction. Highlights
included the National Symphony’s first tour to the USSR, a triumphant
vindication for Rostropovich. It was his efforts on behalf of
humanitarian causes (particularly his defense of dissident author
Alexander Solzhenitsyn), that caused Maestro Rostropovich to be exiled
from the USSR in 1974. His return to his native land was covered by the
world’s media. 1990 also marked the Orchestra’s third tour to Japan, as
well as four recording releases. One, the complete Boris Godunov, was
nominated for a Grammy for Best Opera Recording.

More recently the National Symphony Orchestra returned to
Russia during the height of the political turmoil in September; a
highlight of that tour was the free concert in Red Square -- the first
by any orchestra -- attended by President Boris Yeltsin, That tour also
included another noteworthy event: the first visit by an American
orchestra to Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia. The Orchestra is about to
embark upon its final tour -~ to Japan and Taiwan =-=- under Rostropovich
as Music Director,

Maestro Rostropovich’s personal career is extraordinary
and has been distinguished by an enviable diversity, bringing him
recognition as conductor, cellist, and pianist; as one of today’s most
important catalysts for the creation of contemporary music, and as one
of the world’s most outspoken defenders of human rights. His activities
in the latter field have included his defense of Alexander Solzhenitsyn
-- a milestone in the history of human rights -- and his courageous trip
to Moscow -~ unheralded, visaless, at great risk to his life and freedom
~=- to join those in the Russian White House resisting the attempted
coup. For this he was recently presented with the State Prize of
Russia., His 60th birthday was celebrated with gala concerts and
festivals in Washington, New York, Boston, Paris, London, and Tokyo, as
well as a musical cruise in the Mediterranean, Among the recent
accolades that have been showered upon him are Knight Commander of the
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire, Officer’s Cross of the Order
of Merit of West Germany, Commander of France’s Legion of Honor, the
International Prize of Catalonia, membership in the Academy of Arts of
the French Institute, often called "the Forty Immortals," the Japan Art
Association’s Praemium Imperiale, and, from the United States, the
Presidential Medal of Freedom.

The Kennedy Center
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Maestro Rostropovich’s career as conductor began in the
Soviet Union in 1961. He was active in this capacity throughout the
USSR and Eastern Europe for many years before making his United States
conducting debut in 1975. On October 4, 1977, he became music director
of the National Symphony Orchestra, which today has taken a place among
America’s finest orchestras, a fact largely attributed to his
leadership. Critics on four continents have praised the
"transformation" of the National Symphony during his tenure.

Major achievements during his tenure with the National
Symphony Orchestra include: extensive touring of the United States and
abroad, several critically acclaimed recordings, seven years of
nationally broadcast concerts (the first in the Orchestra’s history) and
several televised concerts, all leading to greatly enhanced national and
international recognition of the National Symphony Orchestra’s artistry.
Under Maestro Rostropovich’s guidance, the COrchestra has commissioned
works by some of the world’s most distinguished composers and has begun,
with the Sidney L. Hechinger Foundation, a commissioning project
designed to create new orchestral works, with speclal encouragement
given to American composers. The first of the Hechinger Commissions,
Stephen Albert’s Symphony RiverRun, won the 1985 Pulitzer Prize for
Music. For his many achievements, but particularly for accomplishments
with the National s8Symphony, Maestro Rostropovich was named Musical
America’s 1987 Musician of the Year.

As cellist, Maestro Rostropovich’s artistry has been
recognized for five decades. Considered by many to be the world’s
greatest living cellist, he has recorded virtually the entire cello
repertoire and has inspired some of this era’s finest composers to
create works especially for him. A highlight of his recent appearances
in that field was his concert in Prague in July 1991. This concert was
one he had promised to the nation in 1968, to take place when the last
Soviet soldier left Czechoslovakian soil.

As planist, Maestro Rostropovich has often accompanied his
wife, the acclaimed soprano Galina Vishnevskaya, in recital. His
extensive discography also includes many performances in that role, and
together they have toured the globe.

In all his performing areas, Maestro Rostropovich has been
one of today’s most positive forces for the creation of contemporary
music. The list of those who have written for him is enormous,
including shostakovich, Prokofiev, Britten, and Bernstein. Through his
inspiration the existing solo cello repertoire has been vastly
increased. As conductor and as cellist, he is viewed as a leading
interpreter of the works of Shostakovich and Prokofiev, with whom he
shared personal as well as professional relationships. He also had a
close association with Benjamin Britten, and was for many years an
artistic director of the Aldeburgh Festival. Currently he is president
of the Evian Festival in France.

Maestro Rostropovich’s musicianship has earned him
numerous awards. His recordings have brought him the world’s most
coveted recording prizes, including the Grammy Award and the Grand Prix






musician, Mstislav Rostropovich, was
forced to leave the Soviet Union. In the
oppressive Communist regime of the U.S.S.R,,
Rostropovich had defied authority and
championed such banished artists as
Alexander Solzhenitsyn. As punishment, he
was stripped of his honors and his citizenship.
At the peak of a brilliant career, Rostropovich
became a man and an artist without a home.

lt was 19 years ago that the legendary

Then he joined the National Symphony
Orchestra as music director. In the NSO,
Slava found a new family and a new home.
And he would bring to them the same passion
that had distinguished a lifetime of artistry.

His gift to the Orchestra and to the world is a
legacy of greatness. Under his leadership, the
NSO has blazed a trail of glory, in headline-
making tours to Japan, Europe, and a historic
trip to his own homeland, Russia. At his
invitation, some of the greatest stars of the
musical world have performed with the NSO.
Today, more than half of the artists that make
up this world-class orchestra were chosen by
Rostropovich.

This is his family. These are his friends. And
this is their way of saying farewell to their
Slava as he marks his final season as music
director of the NSO.

Salute to Slava
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
April 20, 1994

Maestro Mstislav Rostropovich

Music Director

National Symphony

The John F. Kennedy Center
for the Performing Arts

Washington, D.C. 20566-0002

Dear Maestro:

On this very special occasion, Hillary and I take tremendous
pleasure in joining your friends and fans everywhere to thank
you for enriching all our lives. Over the past 17 years,

your contribution to our nation's culture as the extraordinary
music director of the National Symphony Orchestra has been
immeasurable. You and your musicians have been the finest
ambassadors for our country, representing what is best and
brightest about the United States in all corners of the globe.

Throughout the world, you have been a powerful voice for cultural
freedom and a symbol of great courage. Your lifelong passion for
defending the liberty of all individuals has been an inspiration
to all who love freedom. Your boundless generosity has touched
millions.

This evening marks the twilight of a great era for our nation's
capital, but your legacy and your spirit will ensure that it
will also mark the dawn of a bright musical future for one of
our great American orchestras.

Thank you for sharing so much joy with us. We wish you good
health and we look forward to your continuing contributions
to the people of the United States and the whole world.

Sincerely,

: (::“;LLjQIJJL__-w
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Salute to Slava

THE HONORARY
COMMITTEE

The President of the United States
and Mrs. Clinton

President and Mrs. George Bush
President and Mrs. Ronald Reagan
President and Mrs. Jimmy Carter

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Mrs. Leonard L. Silverstein
Chairman

Mrs. James H. Billington
Vice Chairman
Mrs. Paul G. Sten
Vice Chairman

Mrs. Arthur A. Birney
Mrs. Charles J. DiBona
Mrs. Laurie G. Firestone
Mrs. Phyllis L. Goldstein
Mrs. H. J. Heinz, I11
Mrs. Colin L. Powell
Mrs. Elizabeth B. Rea
Lady Renwick
Mrs. B. Francis Saul, I
Mrs. Jane Stern
Mrs. James D. Wolfensohn

MAJOR FUNDING BY

MOBIL CORPORATION

CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC
BROADCASTING

ADDITIONAL FUNDING BY

James D. Wolfensohn, Inc.
Teresa and H. John Heinz Il Foundation
Bell Atlantic Corporation
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Tonight, we celebrate the
17 glorious years you have
given to the National Sym-
phony Orchestra. A time in
which you have led our Or-
chestra in triumph after tri-
umph, across our country
and around the world.

We celebrate your
genius, which throughout
your life you have used to
enrich the minds, souls,
and hearts of people every-
where.

We celebrate your
courage and your gene-
rosity, which have given
hope and support to mil-
lions.

We celebrate your
friendship and devotion,
which have touched all of us
here at the Kennedy Center.

Thank you for all you
have given us to this day
and ffor the joy and happi-
ness you will continue to
share with us as conductor
laureate in the years to
come. You will always be a
part of the Kennedy Center
and the National Sym-
phony, which will alwaysbe
your home and your family.

Sincerely,
WW

James D. Wolfensohn
Chairman,

The John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing
Arts
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Congratulations on 17
magnificent years as the
leader of the National Sym-
phony Orchestra. Your
tenure with the NSO has
been one of the most suc-
cessful experienced by any
music director of an
American orchestra. Artisti-
cally, the Orchestra is at its
peak. With you, we have
shared many phenomenal
successes: acclaimed tours
to all comers of the earth,
including two unforgettable
trips to your homeland; en-
thusiastically received
recordings; stunning perfor-
mances of the music of your
beloved Shostakovich;
countless world premieres;
and the wonderful oppor-
tunity to share our love of
music with Americans in
other parts of our country
through the American
Residencies program.

We thank you for your
passionate dedication toour
Orchestra and the warmth
of your friendship over the
years. We say farewell
knowing that you will al-
waysbe a part of the Nation-
al Symphony Orchestra
family, and we look forward
to seeing you often in our
midst as conductor laureate.

Sincerely,

Thomas J. Quigley
President,

National Symphony
Orchestra Association

FRILIF BERMIND AN

On behalf of the Ken-
nedy Center Board of Trus-
tees and staff, I extend my
warmest wishes to you on
this special evening. Your
years with the National
Symphony Orchestra have
been truly remarkable;
under your leadership the
Orchestra has grown into an
outstanding instrument,
praised and admired
throughout the world. Our
national performing arts
centerhasbeenableto touch
people internationally
thanks, in large measure, to
yourcommitment to the Or-
chestra, your brilliance,
your genius. You have made
our job of presenting the
finest in the performing arts
so much easier.

1 bid you farewell as our
music director but rejoicein
the knowledge that you will
be assodated withusascon-
ductor laureate for many
years to come and that we
will continue to count you
as a treasured friend.

Sincerely, )

) )/ulﬂa
i}t‘wuj/

\ J
Lawrence J. Wilker
President,

The John F. Kennedy

Center for the Performing
Arts
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Maestro Starts Life After Washington
EDS: SUBS 3rd graf, ~“He jetted xxx to restore dropped “to' before Paris;
SUBS 7th graf, ~“Sousa's march xxx to CORRECT Souza's to Sousa's and make
trademarks one word; SUBS last graf to CORRECT intend to intends
By GENE KRAMER= Associated Press Writer=

WASHINGTON (AP) After a week of emotional tributes and farewells, Maestro
Mstislav Rostropovoch is beginning a hectic new life as citizen of the world.

Rostropovich, 67, crossed the Atlantic Saturday bearing his new title of
conductor laureate of Washington's National Symphony Orchestra that he led for
17 years, and good wishes from admirers including four presidents, first lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton and former fellow Soviet exile Alexander Solzhenitsyn.

He jetted to Paris to receive an honorary degree from the Sorbonne a few
hours after a ~~“Salute to Slava'' gala at the Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts. Then he plunges into a schedule of conducting and recording
with orchestras and operas around the world that he says stretches into 1997.

Friday's salute began with the world famous cellist and conductor
spotlighted in an unusual place the center audience box. It ended with his
rushing onto the stage to conduct John Philip Sousa's march "~ "The Stars and
Stripes Forever,'' and bear-hug guest artists and members of the symphony
orchestra that he molded to world class.

Guests included conductors Sir Neville Marriner of Britain and Maxim
Shostakovich, son of the late Russian composer and now an American citizen;
violinists Isaac Stern of the United States and Chee Yun of Korea; pianists
Aklra Eguchi of Japan and American Awadagin Pratt.

Sousa's march has joined Tchaikovsky, Shostakovich, Vivaldi, Mussorgsky
and Leonard Bernstein classics among National Symphony trademarks, all played
Friday. Rostropovich took the march overseas on his triumphant 1990 return to
Moscow with his Washington orchestra.

The return followed 16 years in exile forced by his solidarity with those
denounced by Soviet authorities including Solzhenitsyn and his beloved mentor
Dmitri Shostakovich.

American pianist Van Cliburn, legendary Cold War cultural hero after
winning Moscow's Tchaikovsky prize, was shown on a huge screen above the stag
playing "~ "The Star Spangled Banner'' Friday.

Mrs. Clinton later appeared on the screen delivering to Rostropovich a
““thank you from a grateful nation'' for his leadership of the National
Symphony. ‘

The gala was taped tor a Sept. 7 PBS special narrated by TV anchorwoman
Paula Zahn.

Kennedy Center presented the maestro letters of tribute from Clinton and
former Presidents Bush, Reagan and Carter.

In a dramatic moment, Rostropovich's daughter, Olga, read Solzhenitsyn's
message praising the maestro for ~~“volcanic energy'' reaching beyond art and
wishing him ~“continued breathtaking achievements.''

Between shuttling among world music centers he says he intends to visit
Africa and conduct about four weeks a year in VWlashington, where he is keepinc
his apartment.

*xx*x  filed by:APE-(--) on 06/18/94 at 20:44EDT *x**
***x* printed by:WHPR(JEL) on 06/20/94 at 08:08EDT ***x
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