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Stephen S. Rosenfeld

Hillary Clinton and the Great Game

tion.

ence she is at the cutting edge oi a Middle bast insigm rnagazmc u.v — — - --- .b"ld and Uttle remarked aspect of United States, with its embrace of implies those benefits will be slow m

Talbott called the “Euro-Atlantic com- domination of the Caspian and
munity” when he laid out the policy in a persjan Gulf regions. This is a unique
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dent in force levels and arms sales in young scholar’s speculation But it isnology culture and projected power, to tnat even me kvels arms sales ,n young ^3,. s speculation Bur 11 is

establish a dominating position and tie admirers would hPrnminp mod the Persian Gulf and in participation in useful speculation: It reveals large pos-
w J7nd m dn all this Aside from showing a becoming mod we rersian u p ^ekeen- sihilities that most of us have not
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without provoking a Russmn bear nqaniDulated by Ameri-

in

1 >

which is otherwise occupied at this 
moment but will someday revive. 

Tn short to join the “great game 
(the 19th century struggle for Central

build democracy and a market econo­
my, to aid in resolving local conflicts 
and to serve the purposes of integra­
tion. .

Integration is key. It means offering 
the benefits of participation in the 
international community to any coun­
try that stays on the reform path in

There was a cute item, in the paper 
this week about Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton’s visit in Kazakhstan and four other 
territories of the former Soviet Union. 
A picture showed her smiling with 
Kazakh girls in ceremonial dress. But 
her purpose is not cute at all. With a 
mission of personal and cultural pres­
ence, she is at the cutting edge of a

speech last July. moment, an era when the United
You could describe American policy States armed with an ambitious agen-

another way: to engage a part of the
world that is an emerging strategic

f §
I 2* 

o
Xsroads and is soaked in oil, to take “J^/ame S'uTof geopolitical ma^ ing protection in return for oil. Also the paring chaflenges through confront
advantage of the power vacuum creat- CPianm witnessed in history" official decision not to oppose a new or cooption. The joining of the
ed by the Soviet Union's disintegration Geonolitical mastery’The Clinton natural gas pipeline (Turkmenistan to Caspian and Persian Gulf systems is; an .
and the surviving pieces’ multiple dis- RradfJrd McGuinn’s Turkey) transiting otherwise forbid- audacious move but the pnze s allure
tractions, to orchestrate the instru- a^‘ !® ®kpJh:m bevond any claims den Iran. Also the Amencan nuiitary makes the bid inevitable,
ments of American commerce, tech- ^e(tonc aSniiNation’s warmest and diplomatic presence as made evi- Well, you may say, very nice but a
„„Ia^ rnlhirp and oroiected power, to ^ven 11,6 a?,nun apnt in force levels and arms sales in young scholar’s speculation But it is

Aside from showing a becoming moo- u and npacekeeo- sihilities that most of us have notesty, officials are wary of feeding local [XlnmZ^erdses^ Jked up on. Meanwhile, we might

fears of being manipulated by _Amen- g believes it would be a real pay a bit more attention to Mrs. Clin-
can power. It was enough for the cool McGuin P ,s there putt]ng a d,stinc.

d^eeonA^n^e,.

and South Asian influence between
Russia and Britain) in a 20th century 
way that leaves no losers, only winners, 
with Russia high among them, if every­
thing goes right

Bradford McGuinn, a lecturer at
Florida International University, is one

Safe to.MtS•>.•?. “ •««.“
Clinton foreign policy: to bring distant oil-super-rich Azerbaijan and with its 
Central Asia and the Caucasus into hedged new opening to Iran (and with 
what Deputy Secretary of State Strobe much else). “is moving to consolidate

the ideology out of its conflict with the
United States. Indeed, the broader and 
firmer the American position through­
out the whole Caucasus, Persian Gulf 
and Caspian Sea region, the better the 
prospects of dealing with the hard 
cases like Iraq and Iran.

McGuinn sees three broad threats: a 
breakdown on the democratic-capital-

enqr'and a reach to reassert control 
coming to others. over its southern periphery, and an

McGuinn’s strategic bent allows him islainjst surge in the pro-Western 
to sort out the tangle of public and states of the region.
private acts—by governments, corpo- q{ now however,” he states, “these
rations, investors and others—that are ^3^ seem distant and manageable,
shaping American policy on this geo- There exists ^e region] an intellectu- 

•mpo wim an amu.uuuo political frontier. He puts in context consensus, combined with the tangible
~~ ’f overwhelming military and Washington's showy reception of the of Western financial and nuiitary
commerce power staids ready to president of Azerbaijan, who was seek- ^^5, which appears capable oHwer-

moment, an era



\ J. Dionne Jr.
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lemocrats were trying to say and hcked the votes to overcome Clinton amdHouseSpe^ neycessary) trade-off is to offer real help to those who.

the wave of the

By embracing open

the slightest chance of forcing Saddam to

:U.S .officials, who told me they be- ^o? i^n^en  ̂ instead of having a headquartora ^XT^^e^st
lieved that Saddam had become a mem- J^be o( ductmKmspertonsrt gur gtof a^
berH°fT iTtl A offidalsS tocoimtry only once. After all. Saddam is Under such a new regim^U-2fl«hto ar^ Bush

SlSilXlSX ’toSOTte^nolnMjemaim

re^ntprovocativeaction^^to Then.Ae

the tunnel." There are two key ideas as to manufactured it in a binary form,
how to reward Saddam: (1) create a q^gn too, the Iraqis have a better techni-

going well with Saddam. There was no

timetable for ending sanctions or (2) bui]d ^^gs than the Irani-

iSSSK SSSS3K.;* S’X-ESWSS
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tion.

he was back'bfM—a ruthless tyrant who fore the Gulf War. whichfailed to discover andi^hapssome:ofUte^hehas

die Iraqi nuclear program.can official bleakly admits that if Saddam q^g resu]t wiu be that biological weap- plan to get rid of Saddam and support the

backs down, members ol the secun^ win be back in Iraqi hands in signifi- Iraqi opposition is needed.
Council are favorable to moving on to .^0^ months In one to two For the moment, Saddam has lost his
what they describe as the n^t phase ™ longTange fgarof the United States. He believes that
lifting certam economic sanctions and ye . W ^tg^ wji not
«r«ite»rinCT Hnwn the lonp-tcnn monitoring nn p» __ ot Iran hoof* hisstrike heavily at Iraq Let's hope his

predicts that in two to five years. Saddam gamble doesn't turn out to be correct
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i. Faced with nothing or tax cuts, voters 

trade linked with real social
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or labor's vic . 
•nvironmentalists 
ipportumty that now exists
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Lally Weymouth

Same Old Saddam

Thus, in essence, Saddam would have 
' : sanc-

Frank°is the first to say thatttte defeatof tomckis

gio W market Yet those same polls report deep anxiety ^ons he kegps promising for those
feVS disPlaced by economic change. "He signed a budget deal

can official bleakly admits that if Saddam 
backs down, members of the Security

donf^ith his Strategy of bowing to the Repubbcan g^gy Frank (D-Massl one °f *e shre^ elertons a compelling alternative to the

“X Sb£d“oiS” moKvmr.
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threatened to expel U.S. members of 
UNSCOM teams. This was widely re

regime that has been in place for almost 
six years and has helped prevent Saddam

who had ruled over Iraq.
In his palace. I sat face to face with 

Saddam, who informed me he had just 
signed a five-year agreement, which in­
cluded heavy arms purchases, with the 
Soviet Union. In a lengthy interview, he 
proceeded to extol the virtueS,’of the 
Soviet Union but had bttle that vras 
friendly to say about the West The 
experts were entirely wrong in their 

expectations.
In July 1990 the Middle East expert 

Bernard' Lewis called me and said he 
bebeved that Saddam might soon invade 
Kuwait. I called some high-level sources 
in the Stole Department to check out the 
tip and thev explained that things were 
going well with Saddam. There was no 
threat of invasion. Three weeks later Iraq 

invaded Kuwait

from building weapons of mass destruc-

Under one proposaL UNSCOM

only give solace to those now pronouncing him the 

lamest of lame ducks.

conduct a rare ----------
Hussein. 1 was fully briefed ahead of time

^hythe Democrats Bolted

J
ii
i

that deprived him of the resources to create the social

will be producing missiles capable of 

reaching Europe.
The result in all likelihood, wall be

'"Recently UNSCOM has found its in­
spectors having increasing problems in

terms “multiple delays and violations"

that Saddam has not cnangeu ui 
matter what people might want to think of 
him. He remains the same bully today as

has ceaselessly

The only language he understands is the

use of force.
Thus it's hard to understand why the

Clinton administration believes that a ~, jv . monitoring missiles capaoie oi reaum« —
Sei of IraSbw officeraand^^ * ~ “ h« been in nlace for almost Tel Aviv. David Kaye, an expert on Iraq,

personnel who have been involved in

_ ________________ „ .. „ stroying his weapons of mass destruction 
rests content with this feeble resolution, Thus, in essence, Saddam would nave gaddam’s stockpiles of offensive bio- 
then Saddam Hussein has gained by his succeeded in breaking out of the sane- weapons were disclosed after the
recent provocative action-threatening to tons regime. Then the Iraqi leader would August 1995 of Lt Gen
expel American members of the UN- be free to build weapons of mass destruc- qqussein Kamel, Saddam’s son-in-law
SCOM team. Worse stilL even if Saddam pOn. He stib has the base and know-how other things he revealed an
backs down and allows the Amencan to make biological weapons, and Bagh- extensive biological weapons program 
inspectors to remain in Iraq and act tn is known to possess chemical imp- Recently UNSCOM has found its in­
concert with the UNSCOM team. U.S. ons At least one senior Israeli official s^ors having increasing problems in 
offidals admit that there is a lot of bebeves that Iraq could get a nuclear qq^ u^SCOM report cites what it
pressure on Washington to reward turn bomb before Iran terms "multiple delays and violations"
for compbance. A worried UNSCOM official notes that during inspections in June and Septem-

Behind the scenes, French and Rus- the Iraqis conducted a lot of research and 1997 qhen On Oct 29, Saddam
sian diplomats are suggesting to Wash- deveiOpment between 1988 and 1990 in threatened to expel U.S. members of
frigton that Saddam receive incentives to chemical weapons: They produced mas UNSCOM teams. This was widely re­
induce him to back down— to give him sive o{ vX—a sophisticated as the beginning of the end of

what they describe as “a light at the end of nerveagent with a long shelf life because unsCOM.
the tunnel "There are two key ideas as to ^utactured it in a binary form. President Clinton would be wise to
how to reward Saddam: (1) create a q^gn, too, the Iraqis have a better techru- iearn something from President Reagan's
timetable for ending sanctions or (2) bui]d ^5^ than the Irani- strjke against Libya. Now the use of

of come to an agreement to close out some y the inspection regime is downgrad- maSsive mibtary force is the only course
, m.c. . available to the Clinton administration

lluv __________________  s This must entail massive air strikes
>u u u u. r were the inspections conducted by the against meaningful targets—including
The United States must hold the line ^^003! Atomic Energy Agency be- Saddam’s security force headquarters

abide^LLKresoluti^oneAmeri-

There is no secret to dealing with him:

built for himself. Moreover, a long-term
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Hillary Clinton’s Salute to the Health of Kazakh Women
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sia and Ukraine.
In including three of the five re­

publics of Central Asia on Mrs. Clin­
ton’s itinerary, the White House un­
derscored the region’s growing stra­
tegic importance to the United 
States. Experts expect the Caspian 
Sea basin to satisfy a large part of 
global energy demand in the next 
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The New York Times 

Providing modern health care to 
women is a concern in Almaty

• Moscow
RUSSIA

century.
Mrs. Clinton’s schedule is domi­

nated by human rights and women’s 
issues in this autocratic region, 
where access to preventive and pre­
natal care is nonexistent or hard to 
find.

Women’s health problems are en­
twined with the region’s economic 
crisis. On Wednesday, a survey is to 
be issued indicating that 74 percent 
of Kazakhstan’s 17 million people 
say they and their families lack 
enough to eat.

The survey, part of a fund-raising 
drive by the International Federa­
tion of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies, says some Kazakhs are at 
risk of starving.

In this environment, the Women’s 
Wellness Center is an effort to intro­
duce Kazakh women to basic West­
ern-style health care.

Women carry a large part of the 
economic burden here and have a 
high literacy rate. But they are often 
not familiar with what in the West is 
elementary women’s preventive 
medicjne, like pap smears and self­

By STEVE LeVINE

ALMATY, Kazakhstan, Nov. 11 — 
Among the many Kazakhs waiting to 
meet Hillary Rodham Clinton in this 
Central Asian city on Wednesday is a 
woman named Akmaral Kalmyrato- 
baeva.

Three months ago, Ms. Kalmyrato- 
baeva, 29, gave birth — with her 
husband, Marat, present in the deliv­
ery room.

“It’s a real revolution,” said Emi­
ly L. Jenkins, a Tucson lawyer who 
has helped establish Kazakhstan’s 
first Western-style women’s health 
center.

In Ms. Kalmyratobaeva, Mrs. Clin­
ton is to meet one of the first women 
to go through the center’s prenatal 
care program.

After a one-day delay in which 
engine trouble forced her plane to 
turn around soon after takeoff from 
Andrews Air Force Base in Mary­
land, Mrs. Clinton arrived here today 
to begin an eight-day tour of five 
former Soviet republics: Kazakh­
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Rus­

china
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examination of the breasts.
“This is something really new,” 

said Zhamila Nugmanova, a local 
health care expert who helped organ­
ize the center. “It is scary to go to 
oncological clinics. But in the envi­
ronment of this center — bright and 
cheery — women feel comfortable 
coming.”

Ms. Kalmyratobaeva’s doctor had 
advised that she should deliver by | 
Caesarean section. But the woman I 
and her husband, who agreed to at­
tend birthing classes, sought to avoid 
the procedure if they could, and ulti­
mately it turned out to be unneces­
sary, doctors at the center said.

The entire prenatal procedure was 
unusual because, though in Central I 
Asia a birth is a major social event, 
typically no relative is permitted 
with the mother in her hospital room 
— even many hours after delivery.

Mothers can sometimes be seen 
lowering a rope from their hospital 
windows to fathers waiting below 
with a bundle of supplies to be raised i 
up to the room.
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slaves were held. The fact is that 
with Washington, he opposed the in­
stitution and ultimately freed his 
slaves.”

Although Washington inherited his 
first 10 slaves at the age of 11 and 
died with 316 slaves on his Virginia 
plantation, his private letters make it 
clear that he favored a gradual aboli­
tion of slavery — “by slow, sure and 
imperceptible degrees,” Washington 
wrote in 1786.

As President, however, Washing­
ton never proposed emancipation. “I 
think that, to him, union came first,” 
said Mr. Riley, the historian, “and if 
making a public stand on slavery as 
President of the United States was 
going to fracture that union, he was 
going to keep his mouth shut.” ___

DR.CHARLES
RICHARD 
DREW 
ELEMENTARY

Black surgeon, 
first director of 
the American
Red Cross 

. blood bank

THURGOOD
MARSHALL 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL

First black 
Justice, U.S. 
Supreme
Court

forts to broaden history, if taken too 
far, may sometimes distort it as well.

Opponents of the decision, and 
there have not been many in this city 
in which blacks are in the majority, 
argue that it does not account for the 
totality of Washington’s achieve­
ments or the mores of his times. But 
in a school district where 91 percent 
of the students are black, and where 
the school board is controlled by a 5- 
to-2 black majority, the decision un­
derscores the maxim that history is 
written by those with the power.

“Why should African-Americans 
wunt' llien kids to pay respecl or pay 
homage io someone who enslaved 
their ancestors?” asked Carl Gal- 
mon, a longtime civil rights leader in 
New Orleans who has led the cam­
paign to change school names. “This 
was the most degrading thing that 
ever happened in North America, 
and Washington was a part of it. To 
African-Americans, George Wash­
ington has about as much meaning 
as David Duke.”
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Those on the other side of the 
debate contend that by the standards 
of the day, Washington was moder­
ate on slavery, pointing out that he 
provided for the emancipation of his 
slaves after his death.

“What I find objectionable,” said 
William B. Gwyn, a retired professor 
of political science at Tulane Univer­
sity here, “is the rather unhistorical 
approach to changing these names, 
that anyone who ever owned slaves 
is to be dishonored by the New Or­
leans school board without looking at

P.G.T.
BEAUREGARD
JUNIOR HIGH

Confederalc 
general

Name Changes
New Orleans has renamed 22 
schools named for former 
slaveowners. Here are two.

I By KEVIN SACK

JEW ORLEANS — By the reckon- 
,g of John Riley, the historian at 

Mount Vernon, there are about 450 
schools in the United States named 
for George Washington.

Now there is one fewer. Following 
a policy that prohibits school names 
honoring “former slave owners or 
others who did not respect equal 
opportunity for all,” the Orleans Par­
ish School Board voted unanimously 
on Oct. 27 to change the name of 
George Washington Elementary to 
Dr. Charles Richard Drew Elemen- 
tary.____________________________

The new name pays tribute to a 
black surgeon who lived from 1904 to 
1950 and is known for developing 
methods to preserve blood plasma 
and for protesting the United States 
Army’s practice of segregating do­
nated blood by race.

The renaming of the 74-year-old 
school in the city’s Bywater neigh­
borhood, the 22d name change in 
New Orleans in five years, is the 
latest milestone in a concerted effort 
by blacks across the South to assert 
their vision of a biracial history that 
has traditionally been defined only 
by whites.

Since the school board’s policy was 
adopted in December 1992, New Or- 

1 leans schools have purged the names 
of Confederate generals, slave-own­
ing governors and even the black 
founder of an orphanage who, like 
Washington, happened to own slaves. 
A school once named for Robert E. 
Lee, for instance, is now named for 
Ronald McNair, the black astronaut 
killed in the explosion of the space 
shuttle Challenger in 1986.

But never before, either here or 
apparently elsewhere in the country, 
has a school shed the name of a 
figure as central to the national iden­
tity as Washington. And that has

When Washington died in 1799, his 
will called for the 125 slaves that he 
owned outright to be freed upon the 
death of his wife. The rest of the 
slaves at Mount Vernon belonged to 
Martha Washington before her mar­
riage to Washington or were the chil­
dren of unions between the two sets 
of slaves, Mr. Riley said. She emanci­
pated her husband’s 125 slaves about 
a year after his death.

The notion that anj* slave owner 
could be moderate on the issue of 
slavery strikes some blacks in New 

the’circumstances with which'the Orleans asJudicrous. “It's a huge 
thing to be owned by somebody, no 
matter how much they may have 
accomplished in other areas,” said 
Jeremiah Blount, a black fifth-grade 
teacher at the newly named Drew 
Elementary School. “And now we’re 
teaching kids who are descendants of 
the people who would have been his 
property.”

By Mr. Galmon’s count, 49 of the 
121 schools in Orleans Parish were 
named for slave owners at the time 
the school board policy took effect 
five years ago. While the policy 
states that the school board opposes 
retaining such names, it leaves it to 
school communities to initiate the 
name-change process.

The process at Washington, where 
98 percent of the 702 students are 
black, was typical. When a new prin­
cipal, Lee Caston, arrived in 1996, he 
learned of the school board policy 
and raised the issue at a faculty 
meeting. A committee of faculty and 
staff members was formed and de­
cided that the policy left them little 
choice but to change the school’s 
name, a decision that Mr. Caston 
believes is supported in the commu­
nity.

With the help of students and par­
ents, choices for a new name were 
studied and narrowed to three: 
Charles Drew, Bywater and St. 
Claude, the name of the avenue that 
runs by the school. Parents and staff 
llK'lilIx'in wnrn ilmn |i<ill<u| mul 5’.'. 

percent voted to change the name to 
Drew (in secondary schools, stu­
dents also are allowed to vote). The 
majority vote forwarded the recom­
mendation to the school board, which 
approved the new name.

Both Mr. Caston, the principal, and 
Linda J. Stelly, an associate superin­
tendent of the Orleans Parish 
schools, said there was virtually no 
opposition to removing Washington’s 
name from the three-story brown 
brick school. Ms. Stelly said the 
school board thought it was impor­
tant to be consistent about its policy, 
which makes no allowances for slave 
owners, regardless of their historical 
Hint lire

Al Drew I’.lenieniury, where the 
words Washington School are etched 
into the stone facade, students and 
staff members are struggling to get 
comforlnble with their new identity. 
Receptionists still catch themselves 
answering the telephones “Washing- 
ton Elementary.” First graders at 
morning assembly have not quite 
learned to substitute Charles Drew 
for Washington in the school song.

Mr. Caston has planned an addi­
tional change to reinforce the transi­
tion. The school colors, formerly red, 
white and blue, will be changed to 
red and blue, symbolic, he said, of the 
oxygenated and deoxygenated blood 
associate d with Charles Drew.
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Dear Katy:

Jean Joley
Director

In a short period of time, the program grew into a massive service effort involving RSVP projects 
in Indiana, two AmeriCorps grants. Peace Corps parents from across the nation and a community effort 
of all of Northeastern Indiana The program had a media sponsor, ABC-Channel 21 in Fort Wayne, a 
transportation sponsor in Rea Magnet Wire and the public support of Fort Wayne Mayor Paul Helmke 
and the mayors of eight neighboring communities.

Three PSA’s generated daily donations of hundreds of pounds of warm winter clothes for these 
dear children. Small-town fire stations and city halls became donation sites. The lobby of the Lutheran 
Center building was the central receiving site. RSVP volunteers were joined by school groups, service 
clubs and people in the community to sort donations of children’s clothes, toy, toiletries, cleaning 
supplies. These items were packed into boxes for shipment through the efforts of the US State

This letter is sent in sincere thanks to you and Mrs. Clinton for your assistance and support with 
our Clothes for Kstan Kids program. When I spoke to you in August, I had expected to send about 120 
mittens and hats to my daughter in the Peace Corps in Kyrgyzstan. When the word came from Mrs. 
Clinton that she would graciously “take as much as I could send,” I took it as a clear direction to follow. 
The end result was 5,200 pounds of warm winter clothing, toiletries, cleaning supplies and toys that Mrs. 
Clinton presented to the orphans in Kyrgyzstan. I traveled to Kyrgyzstan the week after Mrs Clinton to 
assist with the humanitarian aid distribution in three orphanages. I worked by the side of my Peace Corps 
Volunteer daughter and saw for myself that the clothes were received by these most vulnerable children. 
I was sent by a donor through the Community Foundation for the National Capital Region. The 
Foundation also donated $12,000.00 for repair of the heating, plumbing and electricity in orphanages. 
This funding opened many doors to locations that had been closed to other visitors at these orphanages. 
After my visit, UNICEF also gave $400,000 in emergency winter aid to the orphanages for food, water 
and medications A video of this entire project including the Peace Corps clothing distribution 

inside orphanages is included in this package It was prepared by WPTA -TV in Fort Wayne

Ms. Katy Button
Office of the First Lady 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, DC 20000

We identified 25 children with un-repaired cleft lip and palates. Save the Children- Denmark is 
assisting me in arranging for the surgical repair. The repairs are being done for $50.00 per surgery to 
cover cost of anesthetic, medication and materials. We also found a set of six-year-old co-joined 
(Siamese) twins. Rudy Rodriguez, UNICEF Director in Bishkek, is directing a request to have them 
treated in the US for a separation surgery. They are attached at the pelvis and according to a pediatric 
surgeon may have an 80% chance of successful separation. Mr. Rodriguez is dealing with the Kyrgyz 
Republic Cabinet and First Lady, Mrs. Akayev, on this matter.

RSVP of Allen County
(219) 458-2005 •fax (219) 458-2549

3024 Fairfield Avenue • Fort Wayne, IN 46807-1697

R©<Mrs. Clinton’s Kyrgyzstan Clothes Donation (Video enclosed) 
November 12, 1997
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can A. Joley

I did not understand the magnitude of the need until I was met at the airport by UNICEF. The 
humanitarian aid groups had the priority of providing food and medical supply to the orphanages. The 
clothing need had been unfulfilled until our aid arrived.

My daughter, Katie Joley, Peace Corps Volunteer in Bishkek, coordinated the distribution of the 
items in Kyrgyzstan. Other agencies involved in the distribution included United Nations High Command 
for Refugees, Save the Children of Denmark and the United Kingdom, and the International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent The agencies provided transportation and interpreters for each distribution. 
The PC Volunteers sorted the clothes and readied them for distribution.

Department. Up to 12-18 volunteers worked daily for six to eight hours a day packing items. One 
gentleman purchased shoe laces for each pair of shoes that needed them. He cleaned the shoes and tied 
each pair together. Each box was labeled to show the contents. Volunteers took great care to fold each 
item and sometimes add a note to a young child that they would never see. Lands End donated hundreds 
of childrens coats.

Rudy Rodriguez, UNICEF director in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, wrote in an E-mail: “Winter is fast 
approaching. Very few state-run institutions for children will be able to heat. This, in winter 
temperatures that average -30 Celsius. The kids have no warm clothing, shoes and many suffer from 
scabies, as they are unable to care for their young bodies. I have worked in many parts of the world, but 
have never witnessed such suffering.” In another message, Rodriguez reported, “Two weeks ago, I 
received a request from an orphanage in Talas (up in the mountains). They house 129 abandoned kids, 
aged 4-16. They have no piped water, the heating, and toilets no longer work.”

Copy: Marc Gearan
Harris Wofford
Duane Beard

Sm<

1 will attend the February 17, 1998 meeting with the State Department about the Central Asian 
visit of Mrs. Clinton. Please know that your assistance has made a wonderful difference in the lives of so 
many small children on the other side of the world

*

✓ • 
Z1

Sincerely,

V
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SUMMARY:

FLOTUS VISIT GIVES WOMEN'S ISSUES A BOOST

2.

N/A
SCUL,

DEPT FOR S/NIS, EUR/CACEN - ALSACE
DEPT PLEASE PASS TO AID/ENI, WHITE HOUSE 
USIA FOR EEN

TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 7491
INFO RUEHIA/USIA WASHDC 4454
RUEHEK/AMEMBASSY BISHKEK 7847
RUEHKV/AMEMBASSY KIEV 1608
RUEHMO/AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 4671
RUEHNT/AMEMBASSY TASHKENT 7649
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 ALMATY 000833

12958:
OVIP, SCUL, PREL, KWMN, KZ

FLOTUS FOLLOW-UP IN KAZAKHSTAN

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON'S NOVEMBER,
1997 VISIT TO KAZAKHSTAN WAS A WATERSHED EVENT FOR 
THE COUNTRY. HER VISIT PUT KAZAKHSTAN ON THE MAP 
FOR MOST AMERICANS JUST IN TIME FOR KAZAKHSTANI 
PRESIDENT NAZARBAYEV'S TRIP TO THE U.S. THE . 
FOLLOWING WEEK. HER MEETING WITH NAZARBAYEV SET THE
TONE FOR HIS SUBSEQUENT MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENT

UNCLASSIFIED

1. SUMMARY: THE FIRST LADY'S NOVEMBER, 1997 VISIT 
TO KAZAKHSTAN SUCCEEDED IN SIGNIFICANTLY RAISING THE 
PROFILE OF WOMEN'S ISSUES IN BOTH THE GOVERNMENTAL 
AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL SECTOR IN THIS COUNTRY, AND IN 
STRENGTHENING THE U.S.-KAZAKHSTANI BILATERAL
RELATIONSHIP. THE U.S. MISSION, AND IN PARTICULAR 
USAID, USIS, AND PEACE CORPS KAZAKHSTAN, ARE
CAPITALIZING ON THE FIRST LADY'S VISIT AND PROMOTING 
WOMEN'S ISSUES IN KAZAKHSTAN THROUGH A VARIETY OF 
INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS. CONTINUATION AND EXPANSION OF 
THESE PROGRAMS WILL ADDRESS THE FIRST LADY'S
COMMITMENT TO INTEGRATING WOMEN AS FULL PARTICIPANTS 
IN NIS SOCIETIES. END SUMMARY.

E.O.
TAGS:
SUBJECT:

PAGE 01 OF 04
PRT: FLOTUS
SIT: COURTNEY ELKIND PASCUAL VP
SIT: NSC
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CLINTON AND VICE PRESIDENT GORE.

3 .

5.

USAID ACIVITIES

6.

7. IN THE HEALTH SECTOR, USA: TINUE

THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS OUTLINE THE EFFORTS OF 
VARIOUS PARTS OF THE U.S. MISSION IN KAZAKHSTAN TO 
CAPITALIZE ON THE MOMENTUM GENERATED BY THE FIRST 
LADY'S VISIT.

THE FIRST LADY'S VISIT ALSO RAISED THE PROFILE 
OF WOMEN'S ISSUES IN KAZAKHSTAN. HER MEETINGS WITH 
VARIOUS NON-GOVERNMENTAL GROUPS RECEIVED EXTENSIVE 
LOCAL PRESS COVERAGE, AND HER KEYNOTE ADDRESS AT THE 
CENTRAL ASIAN CONFERENCE FOR WOMEN IN POLITICS LAID 
OUT A BLUEPRINT FOR IMPROVING WOMEN'S SITUATIONS 
THROUGHOUT THEEGION.

USAID HAS STRENGTHENED SEVERAL ACTIVITIES THAT 
RESPOND TO THE THEMES OF THE FIRST LADY'S VISIT. 
(NOTE: MOST OF THESE ACTIVITIES ARE ALREADY FUNDED
OR WILL BE FUNDED WITH CURRENT PROGRAM FUNDS 
HENCE, THEY ARE NOT RANKED AS REQUESTED REF (A). 
END NOTE.) THE USAID-FUNDED COUNTERPART FOUNDATION 
IS LAUNCHING AN INITIATIVE TO TARGET SUPPORT FOR 
NGO'S THAT FOCUS ON WOMEN'S ISSUES. THE NEW 
CONSTITUENCY BUILDING PROGRAM WILL FEATURE A CONTEST 
TO IDENTIFY THE BEST NGO PROJECT PROPOSALS RELATING 
TO WOMEN'S ISSUES THROUGHOUT CENTRAL ASIA. CONTEST 
PRIZES OF UP TO USD 400 WILL BE AWARDED TO WINNING 
PROPOSALS. IN ADDITION, THE CONTEST WILL HELP 
COUNTERPART CONSORTIUM TARGET QUALIFIED CANDIDATES 
FOR FUTURE GRANTS OF UP TO APPROXIMATELY USD 15,000. 
IN CONNECTION WITH THIS PROGRAM, COUNTERPART 
CONSORTIUM HAS PRODUCED A VIDEO ON THE IMPORTANCE OF 
NGO'S TO WOMEN'S RIGHTS AND INTERESTS, WHICH IS 
BEING SHOWN TO KAZAKHSTANI AUDIENCES TO PROMOTE 
GREATER AWARENESS OF KEY WOMEN'S ISSUES.

4. PREHAPS THE MOST VISIBLE AND LASTING SUCCESS OF 
THE FIRST LADY'S VISIT WAS THE ENHANCED STATUS SHE 
GAVE TO THE NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS SHE 
VISITED. THE KAZAKHSTAN ASSOCIATION OF YOUTH
LEADERS (KAYL), IN PARTICULAR, HAS REMARKED THAT IT 
NOW HAS UNPRECEDENTED ACCESS TO EDUCATION MINISTRY 
OFFICIALS, AND THAT MANY OF ITS PROPOSALS ARE NOW 
BEING IMPLEMENTED BY THE GOVERNMENT. KAYL'S 
LEADERSHIP CREDITS THE FIRST LADY'S VISIT DIRECTLY 
WITH THE ORGANIZATION'S RECENT SUCCESSES.
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ALSACE

12958: N/A

8.

USIS ACTIVITIES 

LWAtifFiS

DEPT FOR S/NIS, EUR/CACEN
DEPT PLEASE PASS TO AID/ENI, WHITE HOUSE 
USIA FOR EEN

FIRST LADY DURING HER NOVEMBER TRIP) ARE EXPANDING 
SERVICES TO INCLUDE BREAST CANCER SCREENING, ANTI-
SMOKING CAMPAIGNS, AND OTHER INITIATIVES OF SPECIAL 
CONCERN TO WOMEN AND CHILDREN. USAID'S HEALTH CARE 
UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 02 ALMATY 000833

FOR THE FUTURE, USAID IS EXPLORING THE
POSSIBILITY OF EXPANDING FUNDING FOR MICROCREDIT 
PROGRAMS CURRENTLY UNDERWAY THROUGH MERCY CORPS AND 
THE CENTRAL ASIAN-AMERICAN ENTERPRISE FUND, AND OF 
EXPANDING THE SCOPE OF THESE PROGRAMS TO OTHER AREAS 
OF KAZAKHSTAN. SUCH A PROGRAM WOULD EXPAND
KAZAKHSTANI WOMEN'S ACCESS TO CREDIT TO START SMALL 
BUSINESSE AND SECURE GREATER FINANCIAL
INDEPENDENCE.

TO IMPROVE WOMEN'S AND CHILDREN'S HEALTH. WOMEN'S 
WELLNESS CENTERS (ONE OF WHICH WAS VISITED BY THE

PROGRAM FOCUSES ON FAMILY PLANNING AND INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES, AND ITS PUBLIC HEALTH EDUCATION PROGRAM 
WILL TARGET CHILDREN AND PREGNANT WOMEN SUFFERING 
FROM MALNUTRITION AND ANEMIA. IN ADDITION, THE 
HOUSTON HOSPITAL PARTNERSHIP IS PRODUCING A SERIES 
OF TELEVISION PROGRAMS ON WOMEN'S HEALTH ISSUES THAT 
WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO USAID-SUPPORTED FAMILY 
GROUP PRACTICES.

OVIP, SCUL, PREL, KWMN, KZ
FLOTUS FOLLOW-UP IN KAZAKHSTAN

10. AS A FOLLOW-UP TO THE CENTRAL ASIAN CONFERENCE 
ON WOMEN IN POLITICS (AT WHICH THE FIRST LADY
DELIVERED THE KEYNOTE ADDRESS IN NOVEMBER), USIS IS 
CONSIDERING A REQUEST FOR SUPPORT TO FOUND AN 
ASSOCIATION OF QUOTE WOMEN IN GOVERNMENT UNQUOTE. 
SUCH AN ASSOCIATION WOULD PIGGY-BACK ON THE
SUCCESSFUL FIVE-YEAR USIS PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 
TRAINING PROGRAM FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS BY BRINGING TOGETHER ALUMNI OF THAT 
PROGRAM AS THE BASIS FOR THE INITIAL MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE GROUP. PROJECTED COSTS OF ESTABLISHING SUCH AN 
ASSOCIATION ARE YET TO BE DETERMINED, BUT WOULD 
INCLUDE THE COST OF BRINGING PARTICIPANTS TOGETHER

E.O.
TAGS:
SUBJECT:
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11.

PEACE CORPS ACTIVITIES

12 .

13 .

ALL THESE

UNCLASSIFIED

FROM THROUGHOUT KAZAKHSTAN, CONFERENCE COSTS, AND 
THE COST OF BRINGING IN RESOURCE PEOPLE FROM THE 
UNITED STATES. ESTIMATED COSTS COULD BE IN THE 
RANGE OF USD 30,000.

PEACE CORPS KAZAKHSTAN IS ACTIVELY PROMOTING 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN THROUGH THE FORMATION OF A 
WOMEN IN DEVELOPMENT (WID) COUNCIL. THE COUNCIL WAS 
FOUNDED IN AUGUST, 1997, AND HAS COMPLETED A SURVEY 
ON WOMEN'S PERCEPTIONS OF IMPORTANT WOMEN'S ISSUES 
IN KAZAKHSTAN. THE COUNCIL ALSO SPONSORED A QUOTE 
TAKE A GIRL TO WORK DAY UNQUOTE IN NOVEMBER, 1997, 
AND IS PLANNING ANOTHER ONE TO COINCIDE WITH THE 
VERY POPULAR MARCH EIGHTH WOMEN'S DAY OBSERVATION IN 
KAZAKHSTAN.

USIS CONTINUOUSLY MAINTAINS CONTACT WITH 
WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS AND WORKS ON DEVELOPING 
PROGRAMS TARGETED AT WOMEN'S ISSUES. FOR EXAMPLE, 
USIS INCLUDES AND ENCOURAGES PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN 
IN THE INTERNATIONAL VISITORS PROGRAM AND OTHER CORE 
EXCHANGE PROGRAMS. USIS IS ALSO CAREFUL TO CONSIDER 
WOMEN LEADERS AND ORGANIZATIONS DEALING WITH WOMEN'S 
ISSUES WHEN IT AWARDS DEMOCRACY COMMISSION GRANTS. 
FINALLY, THE STUDY OF WOMEN'S ISSUES REMAINS A 
PRIORITY AREA IN THE CONSIDERATION OF APPLICANTS FOR 
REGIONAL SCHOLAR EXCHANGES, MUSKIE FELLOWSHIPS, 
FULLBRIGHT FELLOWSHIPS, AND OTHER EDUCATIONAL 
EXCHANGE PROGRAMS.

A WID CONFERENCE IS PLANNED FOR MARCH 28-29 IN 
ALMATY; THE PUBLICITY THAT SURROUNDED THE FIRST 
LADY'S VISIT HAS HELPED TO ENSURE THAT WOMEN FROM 
NEARLY EVERY OBLAST (REGION) IN KAZAKHSTAN WILL 
PARTICIPATE. THE CONFERENCE WILL MARK THE FIRST 
TIME THAT WOMEN INTERESTED I]DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND 
IN WOMEN'S ISSUES HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TOGETHER WITH 
THE ASSISTANCE OF PEACE CORPS KAZAKHSTAN.
ACTIVITIES ARE FUNDED THROUGH THE OPERATING BUDGET 
OF PEACE CORPS KAZAKHSTAN.
JONES
<ASECT>SECTION: 01 OF 02
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