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In Rome, Renovation Worthy of the Medici

Continued From Page

and dooated surrounding land and paid for
the construction ol the McKim, Mcad &
White building, finished 1n 1914, that is the
cenler of the Academy 10day, The cosl was
$250.000. including furnishings.

Over the last century, more than §.300
fellowships have been awarded to scholars or
artists in 18 dlsciphnes, from art history lo
music composition, from urban planning o
sct design Fellows are recipients ol ihe
Rome Prize, given each year 1o up 10 29 of
more than 1,800 applicams. In addition to the
fellows, six 10 cight emment artlsts and
scholars are also in residence.

The prize includes about a ycar at the
academy. a stipend of $5800 (o $17.800;
travel expenses, and work and living spacce in
either the mamn building or in one of the
smaller ones on the Il-acre campus. The
total valuc amounts 1o about $50,000

In addition, fellows have at their disposal
the academy's bilingual staff 10 heip with
their professionalor personalneeds, whether
it’sprocuring the best ohve oitor arranging a
climb up the top of the Vittorio Emanucl
monument. “‘We unlock Rome for them,™
sa1d Adele Chatficld-Taylor, a former design-
arts [cllow at the academy who has been its
president since 1988.

Gregory Bucher of San Dicgo, 30,a current
fellow in classical studies and a graduate
student al Brown University, had never even
been 1o Europe before. **There's no compari-
son between reading about this stuff in a book
and secing 1 first hand,” Mr. Bucher said,
1aking a break from reading an ancicnt
Greck text on a Macinosh Powerbook. *“It's
been exiraordinary to sce the material re-
mains, to breathe the same air and feel the
grit between your teeth that the ancient
Romans did.”*

Besides (ocusing on their own work, fel
lows benefit from cross-fertihzation, living in
a sor of ne-plus-ultra dormitory setting, din-
g and doing laundry together, taking after-
noon tea m the salon or playing billiards.
Past fcllows describe the experience as a
sort of “trip down the Nile," during which
lifetime associations were forged

For some it provides chances for encoun-
1ers of a more personalkind. " There's a long
tradition of coming here and dumping your
wife and getting another one.™ said one fel-
low, who did not wani 10 be identificd for fear
of embarrassing friends who had donc just
that

Wilhiam Valeno, 30, a Ph.D. candidate at
Yale University sn 20-century Italian art, who
was a fellow in 1990, said: “"The academy
changed my life. You go in with one hife and
come oul with another.™”

It was Louls X!V who established the first
forcign national institution here, the French
Academy, in 1666 in the Viila Medic). There
arc now 23 national academies m Rome that
are supporicd by their governments By con-
trast, the Ame n Acadcmyogus always
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The newly renovated American Academy in Rome. Designed by McKim, Mead & White, it opened in 1914.

American Academy i Rome
A 1914 picture of the billiards room shows a copy
of a Raphael fresco, painted by a fellow.

Amcrican Acadcmy i Rome
An aerial view of the academy complex with the re-
mains of a wall that dates from the Renaissance.
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Adele Chatfield-Taylor. president
of the Academy, has raised $15
million to secure its future.

“They wanted to
bring the Academy up
to the 20th century,
but at the same time
not change its

intimate soul.”

Roberto Einaud
The vrchitect for the rennvation project

day hfe ar 1he academy goes on During
dinncr one eveming recenlly, the menu an odd
trans-Atlantic mix of french (ries and pro-
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RE

'ATION



come oul With another.

1t was Louis X1V who established the first
foreign nauional institution here, the French
Academy, in 1666 in the Villa Medici. There
are now 23 national academics in Rome that
are supporied by their governments. By con-
trast. the American Acadersy has alwavs
been primarily privaiely financed

But the future was not at all assured when
Ms. Chatfield-Taylor, the former head of the
design-arts program for the National Endow-
ment for tbe Arts, arrived a decade ago.
*‘The instnuiton was terribly, terribly thread-
bare." she said "1t gave the impression it
could cease to exist.'”

' While ruins have never been considered
troublesome esthetic in the Eternal City. the
McKim, Mcad & White building had fallen
into a state of dangerous disrepair, By 1988,
vistting scholars had taken to wearing lay'ers
of clothes in bed 10 combat the cold. They
carried flashlights thirough dark hallways on
nocturnal visits 1o the communal bathrooms.
The stove was down o one working burner.

In their studios, fellows found themselves
wrapping pipes and leaking  skyligms,
Christo-style. Some recall the time a scholar
in the hbrary tossed his jackel over a heater
with exposed wires. The jacket burst inlo
flames, and could have desiroyed the Acade-
my's priceless collection of 112,000 baoks.

Balustirades were crumbhng. Piles of origi-
nal furmishings were rotting in the basement,
which was taken up by vestigialcoal bins and
wood storage arcas. Only § percent of the
building's original hardware remained, shut-
ters dangled from their hinges and the build-
ing heeded a paint job.

But at the same time, the academy was
catchingupto the present time in other way's,

ricut Gregory
Bucher, 30, a
fellow in classi-
cal studies from
San Diego, in
his room,

“It’s been extraordinary to see
the material remains,
to breathe the same air and
feel the grit between your teeth

that the ancient Romans did.”

Gregory Bucher
A fellow in classical studres

An aerial view of the academy complex with the re-
mains of a wall that dates from the Renaissance.
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as the 1ypes of people receiving fellowships
changed. While the first fcllows were single
young men. the academy now admits men
and women of all ages, single or not.although
spouscs and companions did not always feel
welcome m the bleakly functional bachelor
rooms.

“1t's hard for a couple to live in one room,
even if it is free,"”” said Caroline Bruzelws, a
fellow in 1985, who became the academy's
direcior this year.

In 1991, thecity established more stringent
codes for electrical wiring, The palazzo had
10 be brought up 10 code by 1993, nccessitat-
ing the total tetiovation. The building had
virtally outlived all of its systems. But with
an anniial operating budget of $4.1 milhon a
year, there was no moncy for improvements.

*'Only for dcath.' goes a Roman saying,
**is there no solution,” and thal seemed 10 be
the credo adopted by Ms. Chalfield-Taylor,
She ook the city’'s new code as a catalyst to
persuade the academy's 42 trustees to sup-
port her m a campatgn to upgrade the institu-
tion

It was a slide show ut a mectuingof trustees
n New York that kicked off the race 10 the
checkbooks. By the time the carousel fin-
tshed its 1otr of broken water taps and crum-
blitng balustrades, Lily Auchincloss had

pledged $1 mullion. (To date, about three-
quarters of the academy's $20 million fund-
raisng goal has been raiscd))

By Junc 1991, fund-raising had progressed
cnough for the board 10 approve a master

Photographs by Vitioriano Rastelli for The New York Times

plan drawvn up by the trustees, including the
architects Davd Childs and Michael Graves
(himsell a tormer {ellow), the designer Mark
Hampton and 1he lindscape architect Laurte
Ohn In Rome, they worked with with the
architect Roberto Einand:

The renovation was made more complicat
cd by the trustees' mandite that the work
come under the category of "improvement
without change.™

Mr. Eindaudi said: “ They told us the buiid-
ing shouldn‘t look as though it had jusi been
finished yesterduy. They wanited 1o bring the
academy up 1o the 20th ceniury, but at the
s:une bme not change its intimate soul,”

Even a process as relauvely simple as the
painting of the facade became a subject of
major debate. In the end. they fixeed on a
combination of colors for the irompe 1'0cil
travertine and the trompe l'oci) terra cotta,
and applied it through spugnatura, a sponge
method, 1o achicve the desired vibrancy of
surface. (The resul was so successful that
the Florenunce pant manufaciorer  who
worked with the tecam on the special blends
has gone commercial with the result, italians
can now buy Roma No. 1, as it is catled, not 10
mention No. 2, No. 3 and Nu 4, which were
also concocted for this project.)

Onc of the more inventive spatial solutions
was to transform 40 walk.in closects into
bathrooms. A ncw heaung system has ixen
installed throughout, windows have been re-
stored, as have the orginal McKim, Mead &
White lighting fixwres and furnishmgs. The
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A 1914 picture of the billiards room shows a copy
of a Raphael fresco, painted by a fellow.

basement has been cleaned and readied fo
concerts and art exhibiuons. Lidia Basuan.
ich, who owns the New Yoik restaurant Feli
dia, worked with the team 1o overhaul the
kitchen and updaie all the American essen
nals. including grills and a ptzzi aven

These days, the academy s a hive of
actvity. with Ms. Chatficld-Taylor as ns
queen bee (Even the most head-in-the-cloud
scholars 1ake note of the bumblebee jewelry
she 1s never without: gold bec carrings for
day, diamond for cvening.)

One scholar likened the renovation project
to *restoring the dilnhium crystals of the
Starship Enterprise.’”” But there's still work
to be done

Ms. Chaficld-Taylor's next nusston s 10
raise the academy's visthility. She fired her
firsi salvo in New York last December with i
housewarming for 800 al the ac:aidemy’s new
offices in New York, at the Metropolitan Club
another stately McKim, Meid & White binid.
ing ai Filth Avenue and 60th Street She
spends most of her ume in New York, where
she lives with her husband, the playwright
John Guare.

Then Ms Chutfield-Taylor interesied Ihlla
ry Rodham Chnton in announcing the Rome
Prize at the Whue House on April 21, And on
June 2, Mrs. Clinton wisited the academy
itself and left cluichmg a gilt of a plece of
roof ule from thie renovation that had been
fashioned into a medallion bearing the acade-
my's initials and hers.

Apart from all the public events, day-to-

day hfe .t the academy goes on. During
dinner one evening recently, the menu an odd
rans-Allanuc mix of french [ries and pro-
Leatio, 1alk among the fellows turned 1o the
recent changes, and the question of whether
Paradisc.as 1 were, had been paved over.

One fellow, who would not be identificd for
fear of offending his benefactors. said he
thought the landscaping work madc the
grounds resemble 'a curporate headquar-
ters in Westchester County ™

The rededication ceremony is to take place
at the academy on June 10. But 100 years
after s founding, is there sill a role for such
an nstitution?

*It's more urgently needed today than n
cver has been,” Ms. Chatfield-Taylor satd,
“This dimension of 3 person’s education s
harder 1o get now. Geting o chance 10 think
isso much barder tocome by We're fullilimg
a need that very few other's are at this ponit
and 1t's one of the last things availiable that's
free. All you necd to win it is to be the best ™

The academy is sull, tn many ways. i
work:in-progress. **Now we have o meta-
phorically break down the walls,” said Ms
Bruzehus, the director. The academy can’t
<ontinue to be an isolated enclave of Amen
canism, We have 1o have a more dynanuc
presence m the aty and represent American
culiure, not just a mirror of lurope back to
itself

“'We must interact with the latian arusoc
and inteliectual community. Otherwise we
might as well be im Wisconsin.*

Vittoriano Rastelll for The New York Times

ABove Sanda Ihescu, 35, a
fellow in architecture, did a
series of drawings based on
a found piece of workmen's
wire she found during the
renovation.

AR LEI'T Formal gardens
were part of the major resto-
ration of the academy's 11-
acre campus.

LEFT A renovated artist's
studio has skylights and
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April 24, 1998
Melanne:

I heard so many positive comments about the First Lady during my recent trip to Italy that
I wanted to pass this short note to you upon my return.

As part of the U.S. - Italy working group on trafficking of women and children, Bonnie
Cambell (representing Justice) and I traveled to Rome to meet with the Italians and
hammer out a joint action plan on traffiicking. Our plan will be one of three deliverables
announced during the Clinton - Prodi meeting in May.

Thoughout our visit, we were struck by the Itlaian’s interest and admiration for the First
Lady. Govemnment, press , and NGOs commented on her dedication and determination to
campaign for the rights of women, her sustained support to eliminate violence against
women in all its forms, and her understanding of the plight of women around the world.

The most striking event occurred during our trip to Bologna where we meet with NGOs
who provide assistance and shelter to young women trafficked to Italy (mainly from
Ukraine, Albania, and Nigeria). A Catholic priest, Father Don Oreste Benzi runs one of
the NGO programs which offer the women on the street safehouses from their traffickers.

Estimates show that as many as 30,000-40,000 women and girls are traflicked nto
nothern Italy alone, and some 800 women have been given shelter so far by the NGOs in
the area. We interviewed five women who told us of their plight. Three of these women
filed charges with the government against their traffickers and were awaiting trial. Don
Benzi requested that we tell the First Lady about his work and the victims he works with.
He said, “everyone knows of the First Lady’s interest in the plight of women.” He then
inscribed a book which contains stories by the victims and asked Bonnie to pass it on to
Mrs. Clinton. He invites the First Lady to come to see what is happening to these girls by
these traffickers who have no regard for human life. Given his keen interest and strong
statements about the First Lady, I asked Don Benzi when he last visited the States...he
laughed and said, “1958 but I follow her work!”

The Italian officials (particularly the ministries of Justice and Equal Opportunity/Human

Rights) felt that her statements and high visability on these issues were heard around the
world, particulary by women. One official said, “she gives us hope that we are not alone
as we bring these issues forward to the press, the government, and the people; these are

not popular issues but she is not afraid.”

We were very proud to hear people from another country speaking so warmly about a

woman that theyhave never and may never meet.
4;\"’\&-0\ (& R‘L
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1601 Fuller Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20009
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August 6, 1999

Dol it

\

It is my honor to convey to you the enclosed message from the
President of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Italy, Massimo
D’Alema, on the “Progressive Governance for the 21st Century” Seminar,
scheduled to take place in Florence on November 20-21, 1999.

With the continued assurances of my highest esteem and
consideration, I remain

R(spectfully,

A _
Pierandreg Magistrati

Chargé d’ Affaires ad interim

The First Lady
Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C.
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Roma, 6 AGQ. 1999

Cara Hillary,

sono particolarmente lieto di poterti comunicare che l'idea di cul
abbiamo parlato a Napoli lo scorso maggio si sta realizzando. D'intesa,
oltre che con Bill, con Blair, Jospin e Shroeder, sttamo 1infatti organizzando
un nuovo incontro, che si terrd a Firenze net giorni 20-2]1 novembre p.v.,
per delineare una strategia di "progressive governance" per il nuovo secolo.

A differenza delle altre occasioni, questa volta si trattera di un evento
a s¢ stante, indipendente da altri appuntamenti di politica internazionale,
probabilmente l'ultima occasione di ritrovarci insieme prima dell'inizio del
nuovo millennio.

Sul piano dei contenuti, la mia proposta ¢ di concentrare la nostra
discussione su alcuni temi specifici, in tema di gestione di problemi
internazionali (gestione delle crisi, difesa dei diritti umani, riforma delle
istituzioni internazionali), e di politiche-economico-sociali in ambiente
globalizzato (riforma dei sistemi di "welfare", istruzione e impiego, nuove
tecnologie e crescita economica).

Sul piano organizzativo, la cornice dei lavori sard offerta dall'Istituto
Universitario Europeo e dalla New York University. 11 formato sara quello
di un seminario ristretto: oltre a1 cinque leaders la mia proposta ¢ che
ognuno di noi inviti un intellettuale, con il compito di introdurre un punto
specifico per 1l dibattito. Abbiamo pensato di avere un pubblico
selezionatissimo, complessivamente 200 invitati fra americani ed europei,
scelti tra accademici, giornalisti ed imprenditori.

Signora

Hillary R. Clinton
La Casa Bianca
WASHINGTON
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Ti sare1 davvero grato, conoscendo ed apprezzando il tuo impegno
nell'affrontare le tematiche sociali, se volessi accogliere 1l mio invito a
partecipare a questa Iniziativa, e, in particolare, desidererei che accettassi di
introdurre 1 lavori con un "key note speech” per la cena inaugurale in
programma sabato 20 novembre. Avrei pensato di invitare, nella stessa
occasione, Romano Prodi a presentare agli ospiti una prospettiva europea.

Per quanto riguarda la parte italiana, ho affidato la preparazione del
seminano al mio Consigliere Diplomatico, Francesco Olivieri, e al mio
Consigliere di relazioni internazionali, Marta Dassu, che manterranno 1
contatti con le due istituzioni universitarie. L'Istituto Universitario Europeo
conta di inoltrare i dettagli organizzativi agli inizi di settembre.

La tua disponibilitd € essenziale per assicurare il pieno successo di
questa nuova tappa del nostro progetto comune, per il quale non credo
possa esserci momento di sviluppo piu adatto, in questa fine di secolo e a
chiusura di un anno cosi intenso e significativo per le relazioni
internazionali.

In attesa di ritrovarci insieme a Firenze, t1 ringrazio fin d'ora per la
tua collaborazione, con un augurio di buone vacanze ed 1 saluti piu cordiali.

Massimo D'Alema




Unofficial Translation

Letter from the President of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Italy
Addressed to the First Lady, Mrs. Hillary Clinton

................................................................

“Rome, August 6, 1999

Dear Hillary,

[ am particularly pleased to let you know that the idea we discussed in
Naples last May is now coming to fruition. Together with Bill, Blair, Jospin
and Schroeder, we are in fact organizing a new Seminar that will take place
on the 20™ and 21% of November next, aimed to trace a strategy of
“progressive governance” for the next Century.

Unlike previous occasions, this one will be a self-contained event,
independent of other meetings of international politics, and perhaps the last
opportunity to get together before the new Millennium.

Conceptually, I propose to focus our discussion on certain specific
topics, such as the management of international issues (management of
crises; defense of human rights; reform of international institutions), or the
socio-economic dimension of the politics of a global environment (reform of
the welfare system; education and employment; new technologies and
economic growth).

The organizational framework will be planned through the Istituto
Universitario Europeo (European University Institute) and New York
University. The Seminar will be restricted in format: together with the five
leaders, I would suggest that each of us invite an intellectual whose task
would be to introduce a specific issue of the debate. We are thinking to have
an extremely selected audience, with a total of 200 American and European
invitees, chosen amongst academics, journalists and entrepreneurs.

Knowing and appreciating your dedication toward social issues, I
would be very grateful if you could accept my invitation to participate to this



initiative and, more particularly, if you could agree to inaugurate the
Seminar with a “keynote speech” at the Opening Dinner, scheduled for
Saturday, November 20. For this occasion, I have also thought to invite
Romano Prodi to present a European perspective to the guests.

As far as Italy is concerned, I have given the task of organizing this
Seminar to my Diplomatic Counselor, Francesco Olivieri, and to my
Counselor for International Relations, Marta Dassu, who will both keep in
contact with the two Universities. The Istituto Universitario Europeo will
most likely submit the organizational details during the first week of
September.

Your willingness to participate is essential to ensure the full success
of this very important step of our shared project, which falls at perhaps the
best possible time, at the end of this Century and at the conclusion of a year
so intensely significant to international relations.

As I wait to see you in Florence, allow me to thank you in advance for

all your assistance in this endeavor. I wish you a good and restful summer.
With my most cordial regards,

Massimo D’ Alema/sgnd”



oEr—dob—1o0d lec- Qo

SPECIAL REPOR'T

We believed that free markets 5}|d democracy would prevail after communism.
The turmoil in Russia has shattered our faith. BY FAREED ZAKARIA

So Much fo; Gfobalization

HE POST-COLD-WAR WORLD ENDED TAST WEER. WL

have lived in jt comfortably—complacently - {un aliost a

decade. Peace and prosperily seemed assureed. markets

and technology triumphant and American influence un-

questioned. But the crisis in Russia may prove to be the
high-water mark of the uge of globalization, usheving in a world
considerably less friendly to American interesis and values,

Fittingly this era has come to a close in Moscow, where it be-

gan. It was the collapse of the Soviet Union, the diseraditing of
socialism and the liberation of Fastern Furope thal maved coun-
tries all over the world to accept, even embrace, the sole surviv-
ing superpower and the sole surviving ideology —democracy and
capitalism. And now Russia hays be-

face of it, this is puzzling. Russis, after all, counts for little in the
world of monwy. Its econamy Is the size of the Netherlands'. The
loans it defaulted on probably add up Lo no more than the vulue of
one new Internet cornpany. After ull, Japan, the world's secand
largest economy. has Lx:en in a steep recession for five years, and
most Western markets have cheerily ignored 3. Why Ruysia?

The answer Jies not in economics but in politics. Japan is an
advanced industiial couniry that can weather a recession. even
one as bad as its curren! slump. Russiw's embrace of cupitalism
and democracy, however, was the cornerstone of the new world
order. (And Russia is still the world's second largest nuclear
power, spany lhree continents, is rich in resources and has a ve-
to on the Security Council.) If

come the first major country to
move away from this model), plac-
ing state controls on its economy
and moving toward a fairly old-
fashioned Latin-American-type oli-
garchy, composed of politicians and
businessmen,

The famjljar figure of Boris
Yeltsin has lcd many to believe that
Russis has “stayed the course.” In
fact, the Russia of the early 1990s is
another country altogether, The
pro-Western Foreign Minister An-
drei Kozyrev has given way to the
old communist apparatchik Yevgeny
Primakov; the energetic reformer
Anatoly Chubais to the oligarch
Viktor Chernomyrdin, Seven years
ago Russia was debating whether
to outlaw the Communist Party.
‘loday the party runs the legisla-
ture. All that remains is the ghostly
figure of Yeltsin. As the communists in Parlfament wrest power
from hirn, as his unpopularity mounts and as his desire for re-
form evaporates, ho survives as a preserved figurehead. One can
only hope that he does not become Russia’s version of Field Mar-
shal von Hindenburg, the aging World War 1 hero who presided
over Adolf Hitler's rise to power,

The Russian government has defaulted on its foreign debl. As
important, it has announced that it will take over SBS-Agro, the
country’s third laxgest bank. In two days last week 10 of Russia's
15 largest banks announced plans for merger or government con-
trol. Russia’s large banks oparate at the nexus of its economic and
political system—lending to the state, financing industria) empires
and moving money back and forth for favored clients. ‘Thus the ef-
fective nationalization of the banking industry cements the con-
nection between Russia’s big business interests and its politicians.
Who better to lead this new government than Chernomyrdin,
himself part politician, tycoon? Coxying up to the coinraunists
in Parliament, he hus already called for controls on the market, an
industrial policy and a new direcGon for Russia and then said the
upposite one day later to keep thc IMF happy,

As all this happened, markets around the world plunged. On the

SHONE~ GANMA-LIAIION
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REVIVING OLD FEARS: Despite a massive arsenal, Russia's
economy 1s the size of the Netherlands'. Moscow's turmoil
shook the world because it signaled the end of optimism.

Ruysia’s experiment with the
Western model collapses, clfoits
in other countries might follow.,
Already, in response to the Asian
crisis, polihcans from Venecueln
10 ]na'!a to MalayZia have hegun
clambring 1o slow Raswi-Fren
halt, economic teforms. If this
Trew domino-effect continues, the
benign course of avents that gov-
ernments and markets in the
West have assumed might not
come to pass, Instead of living in
a world of rising wealth and sta-
bility in which war seems absurd
(or worse, unprofitabla!), we
might well return to a world in
which the Western nations thrive
as islands of prosperity in a sea ot
poverty and turbulence. This
might be viable economically, but
it is not viable politically. And as
last week’s tumultuous events remind us, stable politics is the
base on which market economics flourish.

Much of this has happened for reasons beyond any onc coun-
try’s power: the world is, aflar all, a chaotic place. But the United
States has been uniquely placed to hclp stabilize the post-cold-
war world. And in many instances it has fallen short. Distracted
by lelevised hot spots of the moment—Haiti, Somalia, Bosnia —
not to mention more recent distractions, Washington has spent
little time. eneryy and politival capital strengthening the centeal
balance of world power upon which global peace and prosperity
rest. Its relations with Japan have been consistently poor and
with Western Europe unattended, With China it has swung from
unnecessary condemnation to premature declarations of partner
ship. And with Russia, the (Zlinton adininistralion's most impor-
tant policy inidative-~undertaken with hallclujahs from congres-
sional Republicans—wus NATO expansion. Far from trying to
build a framework into which Russia could tit, we built one
specifically designed to exclude it,

It may be too late to change courso, and Presidenl Clinton
snams in no mood ot position to take on an ambilious foreign poli-
cy. Bul the costs of not doing s0 are now clcor, |
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Cara Hillary,

sono particolarmente lieto di poterti comunicare che lidea di cui
abbiamo parlato a Napoli lo scorso maggio si sta realizzando. D'intesa,
oltre che con Bill, con Blair, Jospin e Shroeder, stiamo infatti organizzando
un nuovo incontro, che si terrd a Firenze nei giomni 20-21 novembre p.v.,
per delineare una strategia di "progressive governance” per il nuovo secolo.

A differenza delle altre occasioni, questa volta si trattera di un evento
a s¢ stante, indipendente da altr1 appuntamenti di politica internazionale,
probabilmente 1'ultima occasione di ritrovarci insieme prima dell'inizio del
nuovo millennio.

Sul piano dei contenuti, la mia proposta ¢ di concentrare la nostra
discussione su alcuni temi specifici, in tema di gestione di problemi
internazionali (gestione delle crisi, difesa dei diritti umani, riforma delle
istituzioni internazionali), e di politiche-economico-sociali in ambiente
globalizzato (riforma dei sistemi di "welfare", istruzione e impiego, nuove
tecnologie e crescita economica).

Sul piano organizzativo, la cornice dei lavori sard offerta dall'Istituto
Universitario Europeo e dalla New York University. Tl formato sara quello
di un seminario ristretto: oltre ai cinque leaders la mia proposta é che
ognuno di noi inviti un intellettuale, con il compito di introdurre un punto
specifico per il dibattito. Abbiamo pensato di avere un pubblico
selezionatissimo, complessivamente 200 invitati fra americani ed europei,
scelti tra accademici, giornalisti ed imprenditori.

Signora

Hillary R. Clinton
La Casa Bianca
WASHINGTON
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Ti sarei davvero grato, conoscendo ed apprezzando 1l tuo impegno
nell'affrontare le tematiche sociali, se volessi accogliere il mio invito a
partecipare a questa iniziativa, e, in particolare, desidererei che accettassi di
introdurre i lavort con un “"key note speech” per la cena inaugurale in
programma sabato 20 novembre. Avrei pensato di invitare, nella stessa
occasione, Romano Prodi a presentare agli ospiti una prospettiva europea.

Per quanto riguarda la parte italiana, ho affidato la preparazione -del
seminario al mio Consigliere Diplomatico, Francesco Olivieri, e al mio
Consigliere di relazioni internazionali, Marta Dasstu, che manterranno i
contatti con le due istituzioni universitarie. L'Istituto Universitario Europeo
conta di inoltrare i dettagli organizzativi agli inizi di settembre.

La tua disponibiliti & essenziale per assicurare 1l pieno successo di
questa nuova tappa del nostro progetto comune, per il quale non credo
possa esserci momento di sviluppo piu adatto, in questa fine di secolo e a
chiusura di un anno cosi intenso e significativo per le relazioni

_ intemmazionali.

In attesa di ritrovarci insieme a Firenze, ti ringrazio fin d'ora per la

tua collaborazione, con un augurio di buone vacanze ed 1 saluti piu cordiali.

Massimo D'Alema




Unofficial Translation

Letter from the President of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Italy
Addressed to the First Lady, Mrs. Hillary Clinton

................................................................

“Rome, August 6, 1999

Dear Hillary,

I am particularly pleased to let you know that the idea we discussed in
Naples last May is now coming to fruition. Together with Bill, Blair, Jospin
and Schroeder, we are in fact organizing a new Seminar that will take place
on the 20" and 21" of November next, aimed to trace a strategy of
“progressive governance” for the next Century.

Unlike previous occasions, this one will be a self-contained event,
independent of other meetings of international politics, and perhaps the last
opportunity to get together before the new Millennium.

Conceptually, I propose to focus our discussion on certain specific
topics, such as the management of international issues (management of
crises; defense of human rights; reform of international institutions), or the
socio-economic dimension of the politics of a global environment (reform of
the welfare system; education and employment; new technologies and
economic growth).

The organizational framework will be planned through the Istituto
Universitario Europeo (European University Institute) and New York
University. The Seminar will be restricted in format: together with the five
leaders, I would suggest that each of us invite an intellectual whose task
would be to introduce a specific issue of the debate. We are thinking to have
an extremely selected audience, with a total of 200 American and European
invitees, chosen amongst academics, journalists and entrepreneurs.

Knowing and appreciating your dedication toward social issues, I
would be very grateful if you could accept my invitation to participate to this



initiative and, more particularly, if you could agree to inaugurate the
Seminar with a “keynote speech” at the Opening Dinner, scheduled for
Saturday, November 20. For this occasion, I have also thought to invite
Romano Prodi to -present a European perspective to the guests.

As far as Italy is concemed, I have given the task of organizing this
Seminar to my Diplomatic Counselor, Francesco Olivieri, and to my
Counselor for International Relations, Marta Dassu, who will both keep in
contact with the two Universities. The Istituto Universitario Europeo will
most likely submit the organizational details during the first week of
September.

Your willingness to participate is essential to ensure the full success
of this very important step of our shared project, which falls at perhaps the
best possible time, at the end of this Century and at the conclusion of a year
so intensely significant to international relations.

As I wait to see you in Florence, allow me to thank you in advance for

all your assistance in this endeavor. I wish you a good and restful summer.
" With my most cordial regards,

Massimo D’ Alema/sgnd”



