





“Building A Secure Peace”

Remarks by First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton

Thank you so much, Lea. I am deeply honored to be here for this occasion
and to have been asked to deliver the annual Rabin lecture. I do this
with full awareness that nothing I could say today could ever come close
to the eloquence that we just heard in brief excerpts in the video about
Yitzhak Rabin.

I am delighted to be here with the Rabin family, including Rachel, Dalia,
Noah, Jonathan, and Avi. I am delighted to see Shimon Peres. I want
to thank my friend, Nava Barak, and the Prime Minister for an extraordinary
and gracious welcome that I have enjoyed immensely. The hospitality
that you have extended my daughter and me will long, long be
remembered. )

As I was watching the video, I suppose like many of you here, there was
another video playing in your heads of other moments that you recall
cither in person or through pictures or television of this extraordinary
man whom I consider a personal hero. I thought of the times that the
Prime Minister and Lea Rabin and Bill and I would talk together, and
the jokes that would pass back and forth between them and among us.
I know, as any parent or grandparent would, how our hearts swelled and
our eyes filled as we saw again Noah’s extraordinary eulogy. I also
remember, as Lea does, the moments that we sat together with
extraordinary pride watching our husbands move forward, hope against
history.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ACTION June 15, 2000

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : THE EXECUTIVE CLERK
FROM: SAMUEL BERGE?/
CHARLES BRAI (j‘r\[b
SUBJECT: Jerusalem Embassy Act Waiver
Purpose

Sign a Presidential Determination waiving the provisions of the
Jerusalem Embassy Act for an additional six months.

Background

Under the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995, the State Department is
prohibited from obligating more than 50 percent of its FYO0O
appropriations for “Acquisition and Maintenance of Buildings
Abroad” until we open an Embassy in Jerusalem. The Act allows
you to waive these restrictions for 6-month periods if doing so
is “necessary to protect the national security interests of the
United States.” You exercised your authority for the first time
on June 17, 1999 and a second time on December 17, 1999.

Since your first waiver Israelis and Palestinians have signed the
Sharm el-Sheikh agreement, which puts them on an accelerated path
to a permanent status accord. As was the case last summer, any
action to move our embassy would seriously damage the peace
process at a critical time. Madeleine and I therefore recommend
that you now exercise your waiver authority for an additional six
months to protect the peace process and to preserve funds
necessary to safeguard our missions and personnel overseas.

Reactions from Congress

After you exercised your waiver authority a year ago, 84 Senators
and 102 Members of Congress wrote expressing their disappointment
in your decision. However, Prime Minister Barak’s statements
during his July visit left the clear impression that the peace

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff




















































































