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Second UN Relief Chief to Resign
Says ‘Economic Sanctions Must Be

Lifted Now! Today,

by Hans von Sponeck

LONDON, UK, May 6, 2000 — Hans von
Sponeck, Former UN  Humanitarian
Coordinator for Iraq, spoke at a program
titled “A Day and Night for the People of
Iraq” held at Kensington Town Hall. His
predecessor in Iraq, Denis Halliday, and
_/ournalist{ﬁlm‘maker John Pilger were also
on the program. Here are Von Sponeck'’s
remarks, slightly edited for clarity.

1 want to start by quickly reminding ourselves
that the world is not short of international
instruments that are existing, that were created
to protect us, to give people’s lives a
meaningful basis. The problem is, the big
problem is, that the intemmational community
so easily forgets to apply these instruments
when it counts; or ignores these deliberately.

Declaration of Human Rights

When | was in Boston a few days ago to
meet with the Editor of the Boston Globe, 1
was told not to refer, even, to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights or to the UN
Charter because [they have] no meaning in
that newspaper. Well how terrible, how
frightening when onc is warned not to refer to
something which 1s meant to protect us and to
give us a better life.

The international community that 1s
represented by the United Nations Security
Council - one can almost come to the
conclusion that they are not trigger-happy but
they surely are sanction-happy, because what
we have seen during the last decade of the
century just passed has been six times the
number of sanctions imposed on countries than
inthe past 40 to 45 years. So when this fateful
mistake of August 1990 was made, through
the invasion of Kuwait by Iraq, the most
comprehensive sanctions ever imposed on a
country were imposed on Iraq. And in the
following years until now, until very much
now, Iraq has become a sanctions laboratory,
testing — it’s almost like an endurance test of
humans, when you look and study the last ten
vears under sanctions.

Not Tomorrow!’

Resolution after Resolution passed by the
United Nations has led to incremental
improvements, that we must admit, but
fundamentally it has not changed what I have
to descnbe to you in a moment. What to me is
so deplorable, the sanction managers that sit in
the Secunty Council — when they create these
Resolutions like the most recent one that was
passed in December of last year — they forget

that behind every line and every word of these
resolutions are real faces, are people with
feelings, with fears and also with hopes,

So, what does i1t mean then, when we have
a Universal Declaration of Human Rights that
gives a right for education, a right for good
health, a right for employment, for shelter,
nght to free movement? What is that reality
now in Iraq in relation to these rights in March
or in April 2000?

Meeting on Capitol Hill

Mr. Halliday and [ were on Capitol Hill
carlier this week and we met with a number of
Congressmen and there are sceds of hope, |
can report to you. But | want to say hcre,
Congressman Conyers, one of the conveners of
the Congressional Hearing that we atiended,
told us about a response by the President of the
United States to a letter written by 70 Senators
and Congressmen asking for a lifling of
sanctions. The Clinton response was, and I say
it not in a hostile way, [ am not vindictive (I
hope I don’t come across in this way), Mr
Clinton said; the humanitarian program in Iraq
has made a major difference to ordinary Iraqi
citizens.

The US President 1s very ill advised in
coming to this conclusion. Disinformation,
distortion, misinterpretation, wherever vou
look you sec it on all sides — but the finest
example of distorted information is a State
Department Report of 17 September last ycar,
wherc every single figure is either not
explained and therefore gives the wrong
umpression or it is the wrong information. The
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On Losing My

Moral Heritage
by Kim Swift

This article appeared in /ndie Journal as a
letter to the editor on September 2, 1999.

*It saddens me m a way that I cannot
express fully in words to rcad about
arrogancc and killing associated with my
country. | have come to recalize that what
motivates me to work so diligently for a
peaccful America is that I cannot stand idly
by and sec thc warmongers. the criminals,
the arrogant clitcs destroy the America [
love.

“In my high school ycars | read the short
storics of Nathanicl Hawthornc and loved
his mastery of the English language and his

1ngenious usc of symbols to portray moral
struggles. [ was very fortunate to grow up in
rural southern Colorado, a land of mystical.
wild and cnchanting bcauty. 1 love my
parents” familics and my own family, each
person having unique character and talents
and a sense of humor as do all people.

“The crniminal attacks on innoccnt
civilians m Scrbia and Iraq reverberate back
on mc as an American, robbing me of my
moral hcritage, of my dccency. of my
humanity. | am deterinined to resist this loss
with every fiber of my being.

“When we stand together for peace and
work towards helpmg heal other nations
such as by donatmg food to Serbia. wc arc
also workmg jo heal America. to defend and
protect the America we love. When we work
to help others. we work to affirm our own
dignity and decency.” O

Al Mansur
Hospital,
Baghdad -
Duhah, whose
name means
“Sunrise,”
with her
mother.
Duhah
suffers from
leukemia. No
treatment is
available,
due to the
sanctions.
There has
been a
“dramatic”
increase in
leukemia and
other cancers
since Desert
Storm.
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The Death of One Iraqi Child Is
One Death Too Many

by Erik Gustafson, Gulf War Veteran

“As a Gulf War veteran, I challenge the American people who welcomed me home
to welcome the Iragi people into their hearts.” ~ Erik Gustafson

WASHINGTON, D.C., November, 1998 —
Modestly dressed in a turquoise skirt and
black traveling cloak, she looked eastern
European: Her raven hair was wrapped in a
black bandanna patterned with colorful
flowers. She sat close to her child, Akram
Majid, an angelic figure swaddled in white.

I met her and her child in the midst of a
nighanase. Akram was too weak to move, his
arms lying limp at his sides. Only two years
old, his open mouth revealed lost teeth that
would not be replaced. The chief resident
doctor at Baghdad’s Medical Teach-ing
Hospital, Dr. Hassan Jabar, informed me that
Akram was dying of a form of meningitis that
is curable.

The United Nation blockade on Iraq and
the failed “oil-for-food” program have
created every parent’s worst nightmare.

Alkram’s mother was helplessly watching her
child die. Dr. Jabar was caught in the same
nightmare, fighting an epidemic of long-van-
quished diseases without adequate medicine.

In a country that once provided clean
water to 93% of its urban and 70% of its
rural population, a destroyed infrastructure
and [the resultant] unsanitary conditions have
caused an outbreak of diseases. Although Iraq
once led the region in providing high-quality
healthcare for 90% of its population,
hospitals now run critical shortages and most
patients go without even simple medicines.

Akram’s mother’s eyes pleaded for help
we could not give. Later that day, the child
died.

The Role of the Churches
In early April 1991, President Bush asked

Continued on p. 3
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