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The Intemnational Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) was established by the Security Council
under Resolution 955 of 8 November 1994 for the Prosecution of persons responsible for
Genocide and other serious violations of International Humanitarian Law committed in the
territory of Rwanda and Rwandan citizens responsible for genocide and other serious violations
of Intemational Humanitarian Law committed in the territory of neighbouring States, between |
January 1994 and 31 December 1994.

The ICTR governing bodies

A - The Chambers

The Chambers are composed of two Trial Chambers and an Appeals Chamber. Each Trial
Chamber is composed of three Judges. The Appeals Chamber, which is composed of five Judges,
serves both the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR).

B - The Office of the Prosecutor
The Office of the Prosecutor is composed of four principal sections: the Prosecution Section, the

Investigations Section, the Information and Records Section and the Legal Section.The

Prosecutor herself/himself is appointed by the Security Council to serve both Tribunals (ICTR
and ICTY).

C - The Office of the Registrar

The Registrar is responsible for the administration and servicing of the International Criminal
Tribunal for Rwanda. The Registry consists of a Registrar and such other staff as may be required.
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Information File
(Unofficial)

Introduction

Recognizing that serious violations of the Humanitarian Law were committed in Rwanda, and
acting under Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter, the Security Council created the
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda by virtue of Resolution 955 (1994) of 8 November
1994. This action is also to contribute to the process of national reconciliation in Rwanda and
to maintaining peace in the region. In Resolution 977 (1995) of 22 February 1995, the Security
Council decided that the seat of the Tribunal would be located in Arusha.

1. ICTR Law

The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda is governed by its Statute, which is annexed to
Security Council Resolution 955. The Rules of Procedure and Evidence, which the Judges
adopted in accordance with Article 14 of the Statute, establishes the necessary framework for the
functioning of the judiciary stysem. The Tribunal consists of three organs: the Chambers and the
Appeals Chamber; the Office of the Prosecutor, in charge of investigations and prosecutions; and
the Registry, responsible for providing overall judicial and administrative support to the Tribunal.

2. Jurisdiction of the ICTR

=) Ratione materiae: Genocide, crimes against humanity, violations of Article 3 common to
the Geneva Conventions and of Additional Protocol II shall be punishable;

(=) Ratione temporis: crimes committed between 1 January and 31 December 1994;

S Ratione Personae et ratione loci: crimes committed by Rwandans in the territory of

Rwanda and in the territory of neighbouring States, as well as non-Rwandan citizens for
crimes committed in Rwanda.

3. The Judges

The Judges were elected in May 1995 by the General Assembly pursuant to Article 12 of the
ICTR Statute. The Chambers are composed of 11 Judges with 3 Judges for each of the two Trial
Chambers and 5 Judges for the Appeals Chamber, which is shared with the International Criminal
Tnbunal for the Former Yugoslavia. The 6 Judges of the two Trial Chambers sit in Arusha. The
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Judges elected a President, the Honorable Judge Laity Kama (Senegalese), a Vice-President, the
Honorable Judge Yakov Ostrovsky (Russian) and a Presiding Judge for each of the two Trial
Chambers, Honorable Judge Laity Kama for Trial Chamber 1 and Honorable Judge William
Sekule (Tanzanian) for Trial Chamber 2. The other Honorable Judges include: Mr. Lennart

Aspegren (Swedish), Mr. Tafazzal Hossain Khan (Bangladeshi) and Ms. Navanethem Pillay
(South African).

4. The Office of the Prosecutor

The Office of the Prosecutor is headed by the Prosecutor, the Honorable Justice Louise Arbour
of Canada, who succeeded Justice Richard Goldstone of South Africa. She was appointed by the
Security Council and officially took up her post on 1 October 1996. The Honorable Justice
Louise Arbour serves as the Prosecutor for the Tribunals for both Rwanda and the Former
Yugoslavia. In accordance with Article 15(3) of the Statute, the Honorable Justice Louise Arbour
is assisted in her duties by two Deputy Prosecutors, one for each Tribunal. The headquarters of
the Office of the Prosecutor for Rwanda is located in Kigali. The office was opened on 21 March
1995 when the Deputy Prosecutor arrived in Kigali, Rwanda.

5. The Registry

The Registry is headed by Registrar, Mr. Agwu Ukiwe Okali, who was appointed on 26 February
1997 by the Secretary General, after consultation with the President of the ICTR. His predecessor
was appointed in September 1995 and took office in Arusha in November 1995. In accordance

with Article 16 of the Statute, “The Registry shall be responsible for the administration and
servicing of the International Tribunal for Rwanda”.

State of Affairs

The first indictment, charging 8 accused, was issued 28 November 1995;

One trial will soon be over and the other ones are scheduled for 1997,

Currently, there are 14 confirmed indictments against 21 accused, and 13 detainees (11
in Arusha, 1 in Switzerland, 1 in the United States). In addition, upon an order of the
ICTR, two other suspects are in custody in Cameroon.

6.
*
*
*

7. Budget and Human Resources

The interim budget approved for 1997 is estimated at $46,732,700 (net). A revised budget will
soon be submitted. This budget provides for posts for ICTR personnel. Among these, 187 are
professional-level posts and the remaining 195 fall under general services. Currently, the ICTR

also enjoys the assistance of seconded personnel. In all, there are 37 professionals, of whom 36
are based in Kigali and 1 in Arusha.
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Judge Tafazzal Hossain Khan (Bangladesh)
(Member of Trial Chamber 2)

Judge T.H. Khan was born in 1925. He was enrolled as an advocate in the then East
Pakistan High Court in March 1951, as an advocate of the Pakistan Supreme Coourt in 1956 and
as Senior advocate in 1982. Judge Khan was elected President of the Supreme Court Bar
Association, the apex body of the country’s legal practitioners, in 1978-1979 and 1995. He was
appointed Minister of Law and Parliamentary Affairs of the Government of the People’s Republic
of Bangladesh in 1981. Simultaneously, he held the portfolio of the Ministry of Land
Administration and Land Reform, as well as that of the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting.

In 1982, he was appointed Minister for Education, Sports and Culture, as well as Minister
of Religious Affairs. He attended General Assembly sessions of the United Nations in 1992 and
1994 as a member of the Bangladeshi delegation. In 1992 he was elected member of the Sub-
Commission of the United nations Commission on Human Rights on the Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities.

Judge Yakov Arkadievich Ostrovsky (Russian Federation)
(Vice-President, Member of Trial Chamber 2)

Judge Yakov A. Ostrovsky was born in 1927. He was Professor of International Law at
the Moscow State Institute of International Relations, as well as a Member of the Scientific
Council of the Moscow Institute of International Law. Judge Ostrovsky was Council Member of
the Moscow Association of International Law; Consultant on International Public Law and
Humanitarian Law to the Constitutional Court and the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation.

From 1960 to 1966, he was appointed Chief of Social and Legal Problems Desk in the
USSR’s Permanent Mission to the United Nations.He represented the USSR in the Commission
on Human Rights and the Sub-Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination and Protection
of Minorities. He has worked on a wide range of international law issues, especially in the field
of Human Rights and, since 1987, he has been Legal Adviser to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

All the six Judges of the two Trial Chambers were elected on 24 and 25 May 1995, by
Decision 49/324 of the General Assembly of the United Nations.
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Judge Navanethem Pillay (South Africa)
(Member of Trial Chamber 1)

Judge Navanethem Pillay was born in 1941 and became the first black woman to start a
law practice in Natal (1967). From 1967 to 1995, she was senior partner of a law firm. Judge
Pillay was the first black woman attorney to be appointed acting judge of the Supreme Court in
South Africa and lecturer at Natal University (department of Public Law 1989).

Judge Pillay is a trustee of Lawyers for Human Rights and the Legal Resources Center,
as well as a member of both the Women’s National Coalition and the Black Lawyers’ Association.
She was appointed Vice-President of the Council of University of Durban Westville by President
Nelson Mandela. Judge Pillay is Chair of Equality Now, an international human rights
organization for action on women’s rights, based in New York.

Judge William Hussein Sekule ( Tanzania)
(Presiding Judge of Trial Chamber 2 )

Judge William Sekule was born in 1944. He was State Attorney, Senior State Attorney
and Principal State Attorney from 1970 to 1979 at the Attorney General’s Chambers. He was
Director of Public Prosecution from October 1979 to April 1987 and Judge at the High Court of
Tanzania since April 1987. Judge Sekule was a member of the Board of the Faculty of Law,
University of Dar Es Salaam (1978-1987) and a member of the Police and Prison Service
Commission from 1978 to 1987.

He participated in the meeting of the 7th United Nations Congress on The Prevention of
Cnme and The Treatment of Offenders, at Addis Ababa in 1983 In 1993, he was elected one of
the Vice Chairmen of the meeting of the Thirty-ninth session of the United Nations Commission
on Human Rights in Geneva. During that Commission’s session he was also Deputy Leader of the
delegation of the United Republic of Tanzania.

All the six. Judges of the two Trial Chambers were elected on 24 and 25 May 1995, by
Decision 49/324 of the General Assembly of United Nations.















