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Howard L. Berman
Trithng
With

U.S. Security

Post-Cold War complacency has dangerous-
ly weakened one of America’s premier defens-
es against foreign military and economic
threats. Morale in this government depart-
ment has plummeted. Senior officers are retim;
ing or being forced to retire in droves. Jumo‘l’
officers and support personnel also are quit-..
ting. Dramatic budget cuts result in poorly
maintained and outdated equipment, prone to .
failure in moments of extreme urgency. The™
heart is being hollowed out of our country’s
first line of defesse.

If this were the Defense Department, one
congressional committee after another would
be vigorously investigating the question of
wh- sold out America’s security. Instead,™
L smmittees are joining in the attacks.-;.«.
. &se. attacks were against our m.llmry
ofhcers, they would be condemned as unpa-,,

triotic. But they are not denounced, nor aré o).

there any investigations into-who-is responsible

for damaging our nation’s secunty Why? Be-t
cause the agency involved is not the Depart~{
ment of Defense but the Department of State, _;

Unfartunately, the activities of the State
Department and our other international agém-"
cies seldom are equated with national defense.”
America’s Foreign Service officers provide an
early warning system to prevent problems and.
resolve conflicts before military mterventxpn
becomes necessary. Our diplomats abroad”
now work closely with foreign police to keep”™
criminals, narcotic traffickers and terrorists:.
from our shores. Despite these efforts, how-.;
ever, many political leaders refuse to suppqrt

. the State Department.

Politicians think the public does not want to ;
spend money on forengn aid, yet polls show*
that public opposition is based on the mispegs.
ception that we are spending 20 percent..of,
our budget on foreign affairs, rather than the
true level of one perceat. According to a poll
by the Chicago Council on Foreign Relations,
two-thirds - of the American public want the

, ""zying home doesn't
--cvent the world’s
problems from knockmg
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on America’s door.
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United States to remain a world leader. Thgay

think we should be spending five times moré™

on foreign aid than we are. But since the”

1980s, international affairs spending has de-~.

clined by nea.rly 50 percent in real terms. ..~
Congress isn’t listening to the public. The:
1996 congressional budget-balancing r&solu-
tion cuts international spending by an addmon-
al 30 percent over six years. By any measure, "
this reduction would profoundly reduce Amer-
ica’s stature as a world power. For example: + ©

m Either aid to the Middle East would. be:.

greatly reduced, affecting Israel’s military ¢a--
pability and the peace process, or foreign aid.

to almost every other country would have'to

be eliminated.

@ Either 12 of our largest embassies or 100 ot‘
the smallest would have to-beclosed. -in
= Support for U.S. business overseas through
the Export-Import Bank and other mternano_p-
al economic agencies would diminish.

® Funding for nonproliferation, counter-
narcotics and aid for the environment, ‘de-;
mocracy and population planning would" be—

- decimated.

® And our information services such as Vo:ce-
of America and Radio Free Asia would have tp..
cease operation or cut back broadcasting. ’e
This downward trend must be reversed. .
While the Defense Department has a “wo"
conflict” budget, the international affairs pro~"
grams of State, AID, USIA and the Arms:
Control and starmament Agency are funded.
for a “no crisis” world. Because of funding:;
constraints, the United States has been fomed
to rob Peter to pay Paul when a crisis erupts.
For example: -¥-
® To aid the West Bank and Gaza, funds for-
the Central American peace agreement were?

diverted. ’ .,1?
= To fund Cambodian elections, funds fora!l
the rest of theworld-were reduced.

® To fund the peacekeeping effort in Haiti, md
to Turkey was cut. :
= To meet Rwanda refugee needs, funds for"
the rest of Africa were drained. oty
= And when $2 million was needed to monitor™
the now-failed cease-fire between the Kurdigh-
factions in northern Iraq, there was no money,.

Funding problems also have an immediste;
impact on any Amernican dtizen traveling or-
living abroad. Worldwide, in the remotest
area, our embassy “duty officers” can be
contacted 24 hours a day. Most other em-
bassies have a recarding. When someone dies
or is injured, the U.S. Embassy is called first.
Often these are not easy deaths. A coasular
officer had to travel to Mount Kenya»‘to
retrieve and identify the bodies of two yoim}
Americans who fell while climbing. An officer
in Manila had to identify Americans in tbc
morgue after a hotel fire.

In today’s world, staying at home does d’ot‘
prevent the world's problems from
at America’s door. AIDS—along with Othﬂf‘v
infectious diseases such as malaria—terrqr-..
ism, parcotics trafficking and chemical weap;
ons all have fourd their way to-America.

Likewise, the fallout from political and sc
cial unrest abroad ends up at our front door i
the form of refugees, an increased demand fc
military intervention and declining market
for American goods. Eighty percent of ou
“foreign” aid is eventually spent on goods an
services in the United States. This investme:
translates into 200,000 jobs and helps expor
of American goods.

International-affairs funding should be.i
creased from $19 billion in 1997 to $21 billic
in 1998—a net increase of about one-tenth
one percent of the entire FY 1997 feder
budget and about four-tenths of one perce:
for the total discretionary budget, accordi
to a group of foreign-policy experts.

President Clinton must personally addre
this issue. He and the Republican-led Congre
must bite the budget bullet and make the ca
to the American public that too few funds tod
will mean we are too late to meet tomorrov
threat around the globe. National seaurity ¢
pends upon adequate funding for the dxploma
corps as well as the military corps.

The writer, a Democratic representative *
from Californsa, is a member of the House
Commsittee on International Relations.













