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FOOD ASSISTANCE BLOCK GRANT
COULD INCREASE HUNGER

Bread for the World opposes merging federal food programs into a single block grant to states.
We strongly believe that the federal government must maintain responsibility for assuring

adequate nutrition for the population. Current proposals to block grant food assistance could
increase hunger in the United States.

FOOD PROGRAMS WORK

"Government food assistance programs have a positive, statistically significant effect on dietary
levels of nutrients." [USDHHS/USDA 1986 Nutrition Monitoring report.]

U.S. Department of Agriculture research indicates:
° The WIC Program reduces infant mortality, low birthweight, and anemia, and improves
children’s growth and cognitive skills.

° The Food Stamp Program increases the nutritional quality of diets by 20 to 40 percent.

o The School Lunch Program provides school children with one-third or more of the
Recommended Dietary Allowance for key nutrients.

o The Elderly Nutrition Programs increase nutritional health for older people who are
able to participate.

EFFECT OF BLOCK GRANTS ON FOOD ASSISTANCE

o Current national nutrition standards, federal guidelines for eligibility, and guarantees of
nutrition benefits for all low-income people who qualify would be abolished.

o The WIC Program would effectively lose the elements that have made it such an
important preventive health program. States would no longer be required to provide
current levels of nutrition education, health assessment and referrals, and food
prescriptions to low-income women and children.

° By capping total funding, food assistance would not be able to expand during recessions
or local disasters like hurricanes, floods, or earthquakes when more people need
assistance. In bad economic times, state governments receive lower revenues. So
funding for food assistance would tend to decline when the need is greatest.

Bread for the World supports reforms in welfare and other assistance programs, especially to
improve program coordination and to help employable people into jobs. However, we urge
Members of Congress to maintain the federal government’s role in providing a safety net
for needy children and families.
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Children's Action Alliance

Children’s Defense Fund

Children’'s Foundation

Chnistian Brothers Center

Christian Church, Office of Disciples Women
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, Women's Missionary Council
Christian Reformed World Relief Committce
Christ the King Social Ministry Committee
Church of God (Anderson)

Church of God in Christ, General Council of Pastors & Elders
Church of the Brethren

Citizens for Missouri’s Children

City Harvest

Coalition for New Priorities

Coalition on Human Needs

Coleman Advocates for Children & Youth
Columban Justice and Peace Office
Community Health Watch

Conference of Major Superiors of Men
Congregation of St. Agnes

Congregations Concerned for Children
Congressional Caucus for Women's Issucs
Congressional Hunger Center

Consumers Union

Cumberland Presbyterian Women

Daily Bread

Daughters of Charity National Health System (West Central Region)
DePaul Health Center

Dioc. Charlotte-Justice & Peace Ministry
Dioc. Covington-Justice & Peace Center
Dioc. Dodge City

Dioc. Grand Rapids-Secretariat, Social Justice
Dioc. Johiet-Peace & Sodal Justice Ministry
Dioc. Kaasas City-St. Joseph-Peace & Justice
Dioc. Owensboro-Office of Social Concerns
Dioc. Phoenix-Catholic Family & Community Svcs
Dioc. Providence-Office of Community Affairs
Dioc. Raleigh-Peace & Justice Office

Dioc. Richmand-Ofhce of Jussice & Pcace
Dioc. Rockford-Parish Social Ministry

Dioc. Springfield (MA)-Youth Ministry Office
Dominican Sisters of San Rafael

End Hunger Network

Episcopal Church, New York

Episcopal Church, Washington Office
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Am.-Lthrn. Officc for Gov. Affairs
Federation of Returned Oversees Missioners
Food Bank of South Jersey

Food for All

Food for All Program of Buffalo

Food Research and Action Center

Foodchain

Foodlink

Foodnet Inc.

Phocnix,. AZ
Washington. DC
Washington. DC
Narragansctt, RI
Indianapolis, IN
Berkeley, CA
Grand Rapids, MI
Moline, IL
Anderson, IN

St. Louis, MO
Washington, DC
St. Louis, MO
New York, NY
Chicago, IL
Washington, DC
San Francisco, CA
Washington, DC
San Antonio, TX
Silver Spring, MD
Fond du Lac, W1
Minneapolis, MN
Washington, DC
Washington, DC
Vienna, VA
Memphis, TN
Berkeley, CA

St. Louis, MO
Bridgeton, MO
Charlotte, NC
Erlanger, KY
Dodge City, KS
Grand Rapids, MI
Romeoville, IL
Kansas City, MO
Owensboro, KY
Phoenix, AZ
Providence, RI
Raleigh, NC
Richmond, VA
Rockford, IL
Springfield, MA
San Rafael, CA
Santa Monica, CA
New York, NY
Washington, DC
Washington, DC
Detroit, MI
Camdcn, NJ
Redlands, CA
Buffalo, NY
Washington, DC
Atlanta, GA
Rocbester, NY
Lincoln, NE



Franciscan Friars

Franciscan Health Care Ministry, Inc.
Francaiscan Sisters of Christian Charity
Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of Perpctual Help
Franciscans International

Friends Committee on National Legislation
Gleaning Network, The

Glenmary Home Missioners

Global Education Associates

God’s Pantry Food Bank

Hawaii Advocates for Children & Youth
Heifer Project Internaticnal

Hunger Action Network of New York State
Hunger Project, The

Huss-Hamramck United Social Services
Illinois Hunger Coalition

Indiana Food & Nutrition Network
Inter-Faith Food Shuttle

Interfaith IMPACT for Justice & Peace
Internat’l Medical Corps South Central Los Angeles Project
Jewish Labor Committee

Just Harvest

Kooch - Itasca Action Council

Leadership Conference of Women Religious
Maine Coalition for Food Security

Manna Food Bank

MANOFF Group, The

March of Dimes

Maryknoll Justice & Peace Office

Maryland United for Peace & Justice

Massachusetts Child Welfare Lcague of America (Exec. Group)

Mennonite Central Committee U.S.

Missouri Association for Social Welfare
Monsignor McClancy Memorial High School
Montana Hunger Coalition

Moravian Church, Southern Province

Moravian Church in America, Northern Province
Nat'l Assembly of Religious Women (NAWR)
Nat'l Assoaation of Child Advocates

Nat'l Association of School Nurses

Nat'l Association of WIC Directors

Nat'l Catholic Education Association

Nat'l Consumers League

Nat'l Council of Catholic Women

Nat'l Counal of Churches

Nat'l Counail of La Raza

Nat'l Head Start Assoqation

Nat'l Office of Jesuit Sodal Ministries

Nat’l Perinatal Association

Nat'l Student Campaign Against Hunger and Homelessness
Nat’'l Women’s Law Center

NETWORK: A Nat'l Catholic Social Justice Lobby
New Life Center, The

New York City Coalition Against Hunger

St. Louis, MO
Manetowoc, W1
Manetowoc, WI
St. Louss, MO
Brooklyn, NY
Washington, DC
Central Point, OR
Gincnnati, OH
New York, NY
Lexington, KY
Honolulu, HI
Little Rock, AR
Albany, NY

New York, NY
Hamtramck, MI
Springfield, IL
Indianapolis, IN
Raleigh, NC
Washington, DC
Los Angeles, CA
Washington, DC
Homestead, PA
Grand Rapids, MN
Silver Spring, MD
Orono, ME
Asheville, NC
Washington, DC
Washington, DC
Washington, DC
Bowie, MD
Boston, MA
Washington, Dc
Jefferson City, MO
Elmhurst, NY
Helena, MT
Winston-Salem, NC
Bethlehem, PA
Chicago, IL
Washington, DC
Scarborough, ME
Washington, DC
Washington, DC
Washington, DC
Washington, DC
Washington, DC
Washington, DC
Alexandria, VA
Washington, DC
Tampa, FL
Boston, MA
Washington, DC
Washington, DC
Middleburg, VA
New York, NY



North Carolina Hunger Network
NURTURE: Center Prevent Childhood Malnutrition
Operation Food Share, Inc.

Operation PUSH

Oregoa Food Bank

Padres de Marykmoll

Pax Christi USA

Physicans Against World Hunger
Providence Health Center

Queens Interfaith Hunger Network
Reformed Church in America

Reform Organization of Welfare (ROWEL)
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of LDS
RESULTS

St. John's Mercy Mediaal Ceater

St. John the Evangelist Peace & Justice Commission
St. Joseph Hospital

St. Mary Hospital

St. Mary’s Desert Valley

St. Mary’s Health Ccenter

St. Michael's Elementary School

St. Paul Medical Center

St. Vincent Medical Center

School Sisters of Notre Dame

School Sisters of Notre Dame

Shared Harvest Foodbank, Inc.

Sisters Home Visitors of Mary

Sigters of Charnity, BVM

Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth

Sisters of St. Francis-Bernardine Center
Mercy Justice Commission (Sisters of Mercy of CT)
Sisters of Mercy

Sisters of Mercy of the Americas (Institute)
Sisters of Mercy Justice Office, Northeast
Sisters of Mercy Midwest Justice Office
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur

Sisters of Providence Health Care Inc.
Sisters of St. Joscph

Sisters of St. Joseph

Sisters of St. Joseph

Sisters of St. Joseph

Sisters of St. Joseph

Sisters of St. Joseph

Sisters of St Joseph

Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace

Sisters of St. Ursula

Sisters of the Holy Family

Sisters of the Humility of Mary

Sisters of the Presentation, Dubuque
Sodiety of St. Andrew

Southern CA Interfaith Hunger Coalition
Statewide Emergency Food and Anti-Hunger Network (SEFAN)
Statewide Emergency Network for Social and Economic Security (SENSES)
Union of American Hebrew Congregations

Raleigh, NC
Bethesda, MD
Dayton, OH
Chicago, IL
Portland, OR

La Paz, Bolivia
Erie, PA
Peckskill, NY
Waco, TX
Woodhaven, NY
New York, NY
St. Louis, MO
Independence, MO
Washington, DC
St. Louis, MO
Attleboro, MA
Ft. Worth, TX
Lubbock, TX
Apple Valley, CA
St. Louis, MO
Chicago, IL
Dallas, TX

Los Angeles, CA
Baltimore, MD
St. Louis, MO
Fairfield, OH
Detroit, MI
Dubuque, 1A
Leavenworth, KS
Chester, PA
Hartford, CT
Pittsburgh, PA
Silver Spring, MD
Portland, ME
Aurora, IL
Windsor, CT
Springfield, MA
Albany, NY
Baden, PA
Chestnut Hill, PA
Los Angeles, CA
Orange, CA
Springfield, MA
Watertown, NY
Washington, DC
Cincinnati, OH
Fremont, CA
Villa Marie, PA
Dubuque, 1A
Big Island, VA
Los Angeles, CA
Englewood, NJ
Albany, NY
Washington, DC
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