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FAULTY EGALITARIANISM UNDER COMMUNISM
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1. SUMMARY: WOMEN HAVE FARED WELL GENERALLY IN
HUNGARY'S TRANSITION FROM A COMMUNIST TO MARKET ECONOMY, 
ALTHOUGH SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DISPARITIES PERSIST. THE 
POPULAR IMAGE OF THE "BEAUTIFUL TRACTOR DRIVER" IS 
REPLACED BY MEANINGFUL ADVANCEMENT IN THE POLITICAL AND 
ECONOMIC SPHERES. MANY HUNGARIAN WOMEN REMAIN IGNORANT 
OF THEIR RIGHTS DESPITE EFFORTS BY THE HUNGARIAN
GOVERNMENT AND NCOS. END SUMMARY.

3. DESPITE PUBLIC PROCLAMATIONS OF EQUALITY, HOWEVER, 
WOMEN DID NOT PLAY A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN COMMUNIST 
HUNGARY. ONLY TWO WOME-VALERIA BEHNKE FROM 1970 TO 
1985 AND JUDIT CSEHAK FROM 1987 TO 1989-WERE MEMBERS OF 
THE POLITBURO, AND THERE WAS SCANT FEMALE REPRESENTATION 
IN THE HUNGARIAN COMMUNIST PARTY (MSZMP). WOMEN WERE 
BETTER REPRESENTED IN THE HUNGARIAN STATE TRADE UNION 

2. THE "BEAUTIFUL TRACTOR DRIVER" IS AN ENDURING IMAGE 
OF COMMUNIST HUNGARY IN THE 1950S WHEN STALINIST POLICIES 
LED TO RAPID INDUSTRIALIZATION AND THE GOVERNMENT'S FULL 
EMPLOYMENT POLICY DICTATED EQUAL EMPLOYMENT REGARDLESS OF 
GENDER. ALTHOUGH HUNGARY'S POLICY OF INDUSTRIALIZATION 
WAS RELAXED UNDER THE KADAR REGIME, THE POLICY OF FULL 
EMPLOYMENT REMAINED A FIXTURE THROUGHOUT THE COMMUNIST 
PERIOD.
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(SZOT) AND THE "ASSOCIATION OF HUNGARIAN WOMEN," ONE OF 
DOZENS OF COMMUNIST SATELLITE ORGANIZATIONS REPRESENTED 
IN HUNGARY'S CENTRAL COMMITTEE.

5. HUNGARIAN WOMEN ARE UNDERREPRESPENTED IN THE 
POLITICAL SPHERE, BUT THEIR NUMBERS COMPARE TO OTHER 
WESTERN DEMOCRACIES. TWO OF HUNGARY'S THREE
PARLIAMENTARY VICE SPEAKERS ARE WOMEN, ALONG WITH ONE 
CHAIRWOMAN (OUT OF 19) OF A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE, 
THREE VICE CHAIRPERSONS AND THE CHIEF OMBUDSMAN. THERE 
IS ONE CABINET MEMBER-JUDIT CSIHA, THE MINISTER FOR 
PRIVATIZATION-AND FIVE (OUT OF 33) STATE SECRETARIES. 
THE "WOMEN POLICY SECRETARIAT" IN THE MINISTRY OF LABOR 
IS EMPOWERED TO INVESTIGATE THE SPECIAL SITUATION OF 
WOMEN IN THE LABOR MARKET. SEVERAL WOMEN'S RIGHTS NCOS 
WERE FORMED AFTER THE TRANSITION TO DEMOCRACY, AND GENDER 
STUDIES BECAME A NEW SUBJECT AT HUNGARY'S PRESTIGIOUS 
ELTE UNIVERSITY, THE BUDAPEST UNIVERSITY OF ECONOMICS AND 
CENTRAL EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY.

4. HUNGARIAN WOMEN REPRESENTED OVER 20& OF THE MEMBERS 
OF THE COMMUNIST-ERA PARLIAMENT, A NUMBER THAT DECREASED 
IN THE TRANSITION TO DEMOCRACY. WOMEN NOW COMPRISE 10.3& 
OF HUNGARY'S PARLIAMENT, COMPARED TO 14& IN AUSTRIA AND 
6& IN THE U.S. SENATE. WOMEN PARLIAMENTARIANS TODAY HAVE 
LITTLE IN COMMON WITH THEIR COMMUNIST-ERA PREDECESSORS. 
THE HUNGARIAN PARLIAMENT THEN MET TWICE A YEAR FOR 
SEVERAL DAYS AND APPROVED-UNANIMOUSLY-THE LAWS AND 
DECREES FORWARDED FROM THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE.

7. INCREASINGLY HUNGARIAN WOMEN OPT FOR MORE TRADITIONAL 
ROLES, INCLUDING CHILD REARING AND HOMEMAKING, THAT WERE

6. HUNGARIAN WOMEN HAVE SUFFERED-BUT NOT SO BADLY AS 
MEN-IN THE LABOR MARKET. UNDER THE COMMUNIST POLICY OF 
FULL EMPLOYMENT, 70& OF WOMEN WERE EMPLOYED IN 1985, 
OUTPACING THE 43& EMPLOYMENT RATE FOR WOMEN WITHIN THE 
EUROPEAN UNION. THIS NUMBER FELL TO 47& IN 1995, ROUGHLY 
EQUIVALENT TO THE EU. WOMEN UNDER 29 AND OVER 50 ARE 
UNDERREPRESENTED IN THE LABOR MARKET PARTLY BECAUSE OF 
MATERNITY BENEFITS AND EARLIER RETIREMENT OPTIONS FOR 
WOMEN THAN FOR MEN. MALE UNEMPLOYMENT IN HUNGARY IS 
HIGHER-11 & COMPARED TO 7.8&-IN SOME MEASURE BECAUSE OF 
A SHIFT IN THE LABOR MARKET AWAY FROM MALE-DOMINANT JOBS 
IN MANUFACTURING TO FEMALE-DOMINANT JOBS IN THE SERVICE 
SECTOR. IN THE SAME PERIOD FROM 1985 TO 1995 WAGE 
DISCRIMINATION BASED ON GENDER NARROWED, FROM 35& TO 20&. 
AS IN THE WEST, WOMEN ARE MORE LIKELY TO TAKE PART-TIME 
JOBS OR WORK AT HOME THAT PERMIT BETTER CHILD CARE 
ARRANGEMENTS.
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OUT OF FAVOR DURING THE PREVIOUS REGIME. THIS PHENOMENON 
IS DUE IN SOME MEASURE TO LIFESTYLE CHOICE, BUT FOR MANY 
IS NECESSITATED BY SHARPLY CURTAILED GOVERNMENT BENEFITS 
AND AN INADEQUATE CHILD CARE SYSTEM.

8. ACCORDING TO THE MINISTRY OF LABOR'S WOMEN POLICY 
SECRETARIAT, HUNGARIAN WOMEN REMAIN IGNORANT OF THEIR 
LEGAL RIGHTS, AND CONTINUE TO BEAR A DISPROPORTIONATE 
BURDEN OF WORK AT HOME. HUNGARIAN WOMEN ARE MAKING 
UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 02 BUDAPEST 006140

PROGRESS, HOWEVER, IN ADDRESSING PAST INEQUITIES.
INCREASINGLY THE STRUGGLE FOR WOMEN HERE RESEMBLES THE 
STRUGGLE FOR WOMEN THROUGHOUT THE DEVELOPED WORLD IN 
SECURING EQUAL ACCESS TO OPPORTUNITY, EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL 
WORK, AND STRIKING A BALANCE BETWEEN OBLIGATIONS AT WORK 
AND AT HOME. END COMMENT.

FROM:
SITREPRT

E.O. 12958: N/A
TAGS: PGOV, PHUM, HU
SUBJECT: THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN POST COMMUNIST HUNGARY:
NO LONGER THE BEAUTIFUL TRACTOR DRIVER
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By fossiroile IAosmi&si0n

Hon.-Mewme Veneer 
Dep�ty Chief of Statf to the FU'St Lady 
The White House 
W�ngt()n, D.C. 

Dear Ms. Vcrveer: 

cw .. ,, 

June 17, 1996 

It WIS I pleasure meeting you at Ille White House lua '1fday. I look fotWll'd tu 
seeing you again with the Fint � ill �rnMta in early 1uly. 

As we diacussed, the Arncri�RornaDia CUJtum Foundltlaa and dJe Rornmie 
Cultural Foundation, with Americln•Rom1ntan llOOTS. would lib to honm-dlc "Pint 
Lady's dedicatiou to improving the lives.. �on and funn of�� the 
world. by awmdini er tbe l"DDI' Awanl for Excellence of die ,tr«Dmfan Cultural 
�ouudatfon during Mri. Oiuum'a vilit _, BudwaL

� A�rican.Ro-,,,aman Cultural FoaadUtOII 
. . 

The Americm-Rommrim Cwmr,1 Foundation wu fbnncd iD Now Yolk u a DOt­
for-profit corporaliQD ill 1961. Ju mem� iDoludc the ,�, 6pra ot 1bo Roowria­
American Cll1tutal cou1■01,0J�. It iecks grca= awarcncss in-die United Staacs of 
RQtnanian culture, history. tnldidom,·wlucl amt customi duvugh Che spomonhip of 
concerts, lectures, and an exln1miom; it abo adVlll0CI awarcucss of Amerkan Qllt.n ill 
RocnMiL The Foundadon docs not� financial support froa;I Romania . I am ita. 
� My biosnPhi�I skdl?b is attached. 

President Clinton was kind enough in September 1996, at the request ofRadiel 



. . - . - .. 
J J :1, • f. i �; j 

Page2 

; ; • : I 
..., . � ... ·'· 

Hon. Melannc Vervccr 
June 17, 1996 

Warby, to recognize 11:tc Weck of Amcri� Music in Bucharealt which wu co-sponsored 
with the United States Embassy in Romania, and of which "Wea .. I was Chairman. The 
Pr:csident's letter was �d during the first of five c�ru. Thc·worb at America·• grcu 
c.omposen, put and present, were � by American performers such u Scrgiu 
Comissiona, the· great Romanian-American conductor. The next such 'Week" ii 
scbcdnl�-for May � f/97. 

Th, Romanian Cultural' Found!]tion 

. The Romanian CUitural Foundationia Romania's leading culturll institution. Itis 
a private, non-governmental, not-for�fit entity. The Foundation publishes 18 diffeieut 
rnagazjues, has two regional centm in Cluj and Jassy, and conducts numero111 cultm'll 
events throughout the year. Ita Presi• is the Romanian novelilt Augnsrfne Buzura and 
its Vice President is Pro£ Virgiliu Constantinescu, President of the Rmuantan �-

Co,wre11 of Romanµzn-American.t 

CORA is the only national umbrella oqpmbation whose membm are 01her 
Romanian-American organizations. It.WIS founded in 1991. Ill Presidmt is Annand A. 
Scala, whom you met with me on Friday. 

A�rican-Romanian ROOTS 

ROOT,S is an mpoiiadon of distinguished jwmanfao-bom·� UU>ldy iD 
academic life in� �ti Presidml h. Dr .. Magda Botez, an Aroaigm_,;itizcn � is 
the widow of the Jau:'Rornaniim Ambl111dor �•United States, Millli.Botr:r.. 

. For the past� yeara. the ltmvu,i':" Cu1mn1 FOUDd■doo bu paentQd an annual· 
Award for Excellence tor·membc:n of the scientific md ouJwral � who haw 
made unique and fignifbnt � iv-their ficJda. Lat )Ul'l,JJDS � Wai 
Owigc Emil Paladc:, the �Amarir.an Nobel P.m.c Whwa- for Sdencc. 'Ihc pizc 
� of a bronze llltUcUc by Roowrian artist:Coo-tantio Lw;aci. a broazC plaque ad 
a Diploma of Ex.ccUeocc created by gnpbic ckaignar Tudor-Jcbdcama. 

It i& the ·great honor of our three; mp,nivrtions to joindy award to Mrs. Hillary 
Rpdham Cliuton the 1996 Award for Excellence in rccqpdtion of her dedicated cfforta 
and umque achicv�cnts in-�� 1hc livca., education and mturc of diildrcn around · 

l
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the world. The award will be given to Mn. Clinton by the four Presidents of the 
o,aanizatfom, Mesan. Buzura, Sc�a and Meyer, and Dr .. Botez. The.ceremony will be 
held either at the R6maaian Cultural Fo�dation or an equally appr9priate site. It will 
last no lonacr thm 40 minutes. 

. We expect that the ceremony will be covered extensively by the Romanian-
American press and Romanian-American Voice Tel�ion. which is seen in New York, 
Cleveland, Detroit, Atlanta and, u of July 6, W� D.C. 

We look forward to your reply. 

u: H.E. Ambusador Mircea Geoan.a 
H.E. Arnbusador A1!red Moses 

Sincerely yours., 
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rroluil�•• Expericntc: 

1995 • present: 

1972 • 1994: 

Education: 

Mark·A. Meyer 
Henfdd & Robin, P .C. 

40 Wall Street 
New Y.ork.Ncw York 10005 

(llJ) 344 5500; Fu- (211) 344 »33 

Herzfeld &. Rubia. P.C .• Mc:mbcr of the Firm. 
Chalr,.Centnl and EutcmBuropcan Practir.e Group. 

.
• 

J 

CGporatc lntemAtiona1 attorney. c:onccntrltiOD in the Balkan, with empbuil 
OD RDU1.IDia. Rtp� of multi•Ntimal �amc, in inft'atNccure 
� h1pway C0DStlUCtioo md � hoed_ dcvdopa:al&;
modcnic income and luxury boumg dovol�; and reeort developa,ml 
CoUD1el in tcCUri�on- and derivative 1C1CUritiec teclmfque.9 inebwflna the 
�tizatim and we C'Lrevmue ltreaml emm1cd by in&utructure �­
� cstale cc:mtNctim aod tDll rolda; canmcrcial trwactiom includi.na Joinl
vmturcs, acqwsitioos md mmgc::n. 

Relevant Affiliatirm• Cba1rmlD of the Romani.an-Amaicaa Cbambcf � 
Commcnx:; bu beell Spcicial Adviaar for Jopl and� iMUet todlo 
Pn:lidcat, of Rccnania � tho Republio of Moldova; ANOGiate Profeatar ol 
Law and Chair of .Angfo-Sax.oa Law Dept, Faculty of Law, Uniwnitatea 
Cr$ii11 Dimitrie·Cam.emir in Rmwria; C2airmlll of U.S. Prnbassy'a Wolk. 
of American Music: in Bucharest; Chairman of the Amcricui-.Romant•
Cultural F°'mdati011; Vice Prcsid=t of Ccogresa ol Rcm,nrita•�·. 
Llbcrtm,o award• me orim most sipiftm& pcnona iD WDrid to RCINl1ri•i 
f:i0lt of Bultnu� hrip,cnvu mi R.ammiu Vob Tclmlian; Alloc:ia 
Edit;cr,;4Swwyo/Eartrm � UIW, DxmlhlyCICUlributcr lo Coa:a1nc1w 

· CJMl'i.q Houeo'• Doing Blllin,11 In &v,_,,. 6'uo,-; -public speam and
author of n� articles in lntsnational puhlirAtionc

P.iner, H.aD, Diddcr, Km&, Friedman & Wood (1987•1�); Partner, Spber
& Feldman (1914-87); Member of� Board of'� ot'l\W �Q
public companiC1 (1982-91);· P�, OOldldnnicM_ .t Sd (1912-14);·
Auomatc, Solinger & Oonloa (1977•1982); Auociuc; OolaibrM 4 S..U
(1974-77); Aaistant Diatric& Atlomcy, New York�. lllkSaa- FrlAk 8,
Hogan (1972-74); Imtructar- or·1.aw, Bo.ton University School of Law
(1971-72) 

Harvard L&w. Scbool, LL.M: 19n !ocu1 in Coolticutional Law; SL Jobn'I Umve:rsny 5'lbool of Lor, 
J.D. 1971 (3� out of270); PAirlcigb Diddo.soo Univcn�, B.A. 1968.

MlsceUaoeoua: 

Fellow, Foreign Policy Association; Member, The Metropolitan Club 
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Memurand um r-or: Peg Clark 

From: 

Subj: 

Date: 

Ster 

Mrs.Cllnton's Trip to Romania 

17 June 1996 

Mrs.Magda Botcz le; the widow of the Just dccea�ed Romanian 
ambassador to the L'.S., Mihal Hotez. Mrs. Botei, an American citizen, 
llvcs In Callfornia and serve!> as Romania'� I tonorary Counsel for the 
West Coast. Prior LO his sclcctlotl as Romanian Ambassador to 1 h� 
U.N. and then Washington, Mihal Botcz was a Nobel nominee Jn 
mathematics, a promlnent dissident and a well known member of 
Romania's rulturcll and sclentlfir communily. 

This memo suggests that Mrs. Cllnton lnc:lude a stop at th<: Romanian 
National Cultural Fuundatlon while in Bucharest. Slrni.lar to the 
SmlthsonJan, the r<>undallun embodies the nation's lltcrary, cultural 
and sclenllflc arhlcvemcnl. Mrs. Botel would like to accompany Mrs. 
Clinton. 
The tlmc required would be less than um.: hour. Romanian l'resldent 
Tlllescu and the nation's sdentltk and cultural cllte would ;ittP.nd; 
Mrs. Clinton would r<.'Cclve two awards. 

The first award would be the Romanian National Foundation's Annual 
Award tor c.xc.cllcnce last )'Car presented to a Nobel laureate in 
mathematics. M�. Clinton would be recognized for her work with 
children, and ln the educational field. 

The second award would be from the Romanian-American 
organlzaUon callt'Ci ROOTS-a nationwide association of Romanian 
Americans headed by Maglla Butcz.

Disc usston: 

A visit to the Rumanla.n Cullural Foundalfon--llkc our Smithsonian-­
would ensure that there were non-pollllcal, non-economk clements 
to Mrs. Clinton's vlstt to Romania. It would under�core Romania's 
rich t.atln cultural heritage and Its rontrlbutlon to Europe. It would 
also syml>uJlze the Importance ot· the srlcnrc and the arts. 



The possibility of Mrs. Clinton stopping at the foundation has been 
discussed with relevant State Department otlkluls and wflh members 
of the NSC.: staff--amd has been grc<.?k'<i with enthuslasm.1 

(Mrs. Kotcz would Uke to accompany Mrs. Clinton to Bucharest. She 
l �ould Ilk<• thP opportunity to speak with her on the Diane and 

"l"
'-' ,

7 

1
wlshes to accompany her to the foundation. If this ls desirable, Mrs .

. 
4 

vi•"·
. Hotez wm arran�c her lr'1,el �rhedule accordingly. 

�· pP /, � 
/�'.// ,v.Jy Mrs. Bote:L is very prominent and well respected In Romania, ls

� �� \ · closely as�odated with the roundatlon 1 and lli a personal friend and
advisor to the Foundation's president, Constantin Buzura. The 
Foundation strongly supports this proposal,

This proposal Is a c:Iassic win-win. Mrs. Cllnton wlll be sc.'Cn 
rl.'cogntzlog science and the arts. She wlll rl'cclvc nationally 
fl..'('l>gntzcd ,'\wards wlth attendant mcdla coverage. Finally, Mrs. 
Clinton will be supported by Mrs. Botc-.t, an American well known in 
Romania. Mrs Botez ls prestdent of ROOTS, the largest Romanian­

American organlzatton. Its members reside mainly Jn California. 
New Jersey and Ill inois .. 

see accompanying documents .. 
' 

.. 



'THE WHIT£ HOUSE 

WASHISOTON 

April 12, 1996

or. Magda Botez
Piesident 
tuneric&n-Ro�anian Root�

POit oftic� BOX 550 

Ojai, California 93023

oear Magda.: 

Thank you for writir.g to tell me

about "ROOTS" and the work that it does.

I hope I can count on your invo:vement 

•• my Administration seek1 to freserve

the security of our nativn whi.e helping

other countries to enjoy the freedoms 

Americans hold de�r. .• 

Sincerely, 

':i/7 P01 

ROOTS 
AMl!RJCAN•ROMANIAN ROOTI 

A NonpoUtlc:al Organlutton 

March 2. 1996 

JUI 15 '96 06:41 



fMed,t ktar., 0.D.I., 
PtMNtM . 
-� ,,......._,.. 
...... ,� 
(tli.C4'fcme 

Vlfglftle Zlanl Stottl�M•n� 
,,. ... , lfl"I.,,,. \lnlw,.J� 
....... lndllna 

!Alt tot.I, ProfeltOf 
0.0,..ewr 'Jrwwal1
�.DC 
Trlnl C.� 0Mlgner
.... � 

Alaxaftdrv Marin, 

,,.,...M, � v� 
UI 1111, UII I 1;1 •. II. 

Bill Clinton 
Preaidtnt of the Unitad State,

1600 Penneytvanla Avenue 
Waahlngton, DC 20600 

Ml. Pr"wiJtn ,L 

My name ii Or. Magda Bottz. I em a Romanian bom Amencan 
cit1un and the widow of Mlh1I Bot•z. former Amba11aoor, dissident 
in th• c .. uae,ou regime, national hero In Romania. I met you ln
November of 1 � v.t.en my hu•band prtaemed hi• accreditation 
iettera. 

It II mv wilh IQ ,�mtinut Mihll'I ftOI� r11P.C'rrv-hprn1nt 
ie •. , ........ U•i••· Obtll &Ill� n, ••• , •. n, ••• 1. ,. 11tu1t1.i •• ehn

aoaarceda between Ruaala end lcan;.-Herzgovln, and 11 an Island 
of ptaoe and atability in that region of tht world. In Romania, pro­
Amtrlcan 11nt1m1nt1 are n1Jng. Romania la a very pro-Amerl* 
natJon. The frewli•h 1anguagt. i6 inuoa&i"'9ly popuftf, r•pldly 
MC'itr.ina � Fr,n,;n r,noul'Jt 1nr.t inflr�,m

Witn tne neIp or dIstInguI1n,ci Kom11nIan.oom AmArlrM 
rJ117tt'I&, I M1 88l1'bll�lng 'ROOTS". A nonpolltlcal oroenlutiOl'I 
encompa11ing • 1trg1 group of Romanian-bom American cttiiens 
working tow.rd a better underatandln; of Romania In the Unittd 
StetM. � • l8J'Ot 'Romanlen-Amenoen• minority of yoyr ofootorate, 
Wt would like to take thi1 opportunity to Ilk for your aupport in our 
�. M I told you wher1 we mt\ In November of 1994, )'OU can 
OOYnt on three YOtta from my Immediate family; hOwtver, with 
·Roors·. you can count on many. many mor,.

May God ble .. )'OU and your endeavor•. Mr. Pr$1ident. 

Slnoerefy yours, 

MAOO,\ BOTEZ 

. ·--- -·
··---

�" � I ·- __...T" ••-- - - - .. --
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Melanne Verveer 
Deputy Chie! of Staff to the First Lady
White House 

Lia Triff 
Co-chair of the ceremony 
Bucharest, Ro�ania 

June 17, 1996 

Dear Mie� Verveer, 

congratulations on a smoothly run "Ethnic American Conterence" 
this last Frj<,ay. Mark Mgyer of CORA (Romanian-American) wae introduced 
to you by ArmAnd Scala. Mark asked me to re-iterate that our event 
would be most pleased to join his efforts to givs Mrs. Clinton an 
award that iH a long-standing honor basQd on individuals who exemplify 
family values. 

As r have stated before, our ceremony can be flexible enough to 
provide the �iqnified platform at which time the First Lady is 
honored by the Cultural Foundation. We can hold our event either at 
the elegant Romanian cultural Foundation, have our young musicians 
awarded their scholarships and salute "Romanian Women in Music" and 
easily accorrrnodaLe Mrs. Clinton's schedule so, when she arrives, she 
can be pres�nted on-stage and then be off or stay to meet and mingle 
with tho young people and the distinguished musicians. 

!f my ·.ast rax that alerted you about the possiblity of having
the Ceremony tl€!\d. aJ: the bui�d_i�g_ n�?(t_ 1::�---�h�-- �-��.!a2� �u_seµm. ( si tc
of the proposed reception with Romanian women leaders) is .. a better
suqqestion for your consideration, we, of course, would gladly 
combine wit·, t.he Cultural Foundation to al low this important award to 
be presente�. I mention the Elisabetha conference Centor because it 
�s very convenient, picturesque and versatils £or all your considerations, 
i.e., outdonr/lndoor camera opportunites for the press corps, securtiy, 
etc. Many award� ceremonies are hosted there for foreign dignitarie5 
because of t·.hc easy access to the Village Mus�urn and the Ambassadors 
residences. 

I Will be in N.Y. until Wednesday evening. Tele. no. is 212.751.429 
at Mrs. Goodman's residence 575 Park Ave. Afterwards I can be 
reached in Sucharest at 401.781.4141, 781.4022 or telefax 401.4101653. 
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Ms. Magdo Botez 
rresident 
ROOTS 
PQSl Office BOA 550 
Ojal, c�li��rnia 93023 

Deer M11. �ot �-t :··· · ··· • .................. . 

-· ---------
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cl\ ..... flll °' I.A.II I-"' •W .. l"-AIIO'I 

Thank '/ou so much for vrl"ft-ng.to shere with me yo\.lr concerr.a 
regardinj tt,e ttni tad �t.otc� ·Ri,'l\anio · relationship. I as:u,rec iete 
th�t you have taken the tl�t to keeb me inforaed of your vlevs. 

·' 

The United Sto t.ee faces llli:10¥ riew problews and cl,allen(Jes ln 
the polS·t-Cola War world. It h out tl'slt to encourac,e Aconomk 
9rowth •hil� protectin; the envirohment, and also to procr.ott
dea1ocra9y and human ri!)hts. Wt a�t going through a p•rlod Of 
test1ng: what approaches work best; I• assured that your vlew1 
,r� valliaMt to mt aa a mt='ber ot the St:\lh Porti�l'I Relatior.s 
Cownitt�t. I wlU be 1urt to keo·p your concern■ in mlnd 01 the 
StnJt• con1idttt �ea1uro1 denlinQ vlth !uture U.S. forelQn 
policicc ; ... 

' . 
Once agaln, thank JOY for writing. 

Que,tions o� further concern,. �lease do 
Kelly Amis of my Wa11hl11gt(.ln, n.c. n't_tic� 

If you ebould hove any 
no� h•alto�o to contact 
et (202) 224-38,1. 

i .. , 

With warmest reg�!dS, 
' '· 

OF I k 1a 

. .  

I 

.... 

' 

.. 

DiAnnt Fetnsteln 
united States s�nator 

. .. 
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Melanne Verveer 
Deputy Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
White House 

Lia Triff 
Co-chair of the Ceremony 
Bucharest, Romania 

Dear Miss VervP.er, 

June 15, 1996 

I was most happy to receive your call yesterday. Thank you for 
sharing that, although unofficial, Romania most probably will be on 
the list of countries visited by The First Lady. 

Be<.:uuse '!'he Second Ann·ual Academy of Music Children's Awargs 
Ceremony was originally asked to be "fle�ible" on the hope that our 
event might provide a very balanced picture of Romania for this important 
trip, I now wish to share two suggestion with you. 

If the line reception with Romanian woman leaders will be held 
at the Villag� Museum, we can easily schedule our event next door, 
literally, at the Elisabetha Reception Center. Many official functions 
are held in this large and picturesque facility\ It is a mere three 
minute walk. The five young musiciuns who will be given scholarships 
are the winn€rs from the Academy of Music and the Dinu Lipatti School 
of Music.will be co-honored with our "Romanian Women of Music Salute". 
She would havo t.he ability to meet and talk with the young people and 
meet some of the great Romanian musicians. 

The First Lady, if interested, could see the last of the program 
(without concern that she would be interrupting because it will be 
consisting of ni�rent persons coming up and down from the stage) or 
attend the post-event reception. We would be willing to schedule our 
program to coincide with The First Lady's busy Bucharest visit. 

Also, t:1is event should be seen as a very positive symbol of 
U.S./Romania� friendship because many of the important contributions t�
the Academy �nd the School have been gitted by important American
families fron1 Florida, Texas and California, all, incidentally,
Democrats. The scholarships that have sustained these young people
through the t.ransition period to a democracy have been given by American
companies through The Prince Paul Foundation of Romania -U.S. branch.
The event wiJ1 be a colorful and joyful one.highlighting the important
image Romanj,1 has deserved in the world, that being the never ending
musical tal��t of our children, through adversity, through the darkest
of times, uninterrupted.

The El;sabetha Reception Center is also located 7 minutes from the 
residence of our American Ambassador, H.E. Alfred Moses. Again, the 
schedu]e could accommodate our event either before or after the 
Ambassudor'� planned reception in Hillary Rodham Clinton's honor. 

HavLng spoken with Josephine J,yons of NBC Projects at the N.Y. 
Unicef meet.Ing with Nancy Prager-Kamel, I mentioned that if The First 
- • ·--� -�;�n rn Romania, we had hoeeg to be considered for a small

·�:--�� n� hPr busy schedule.



' 
2. 

Her opinion was that our event which will combine young people, 
distinguished Romanian women of music, i.e., Angela Gheorghiu and 
Romanian-American, Beverly Sills (acceptance remarks on tape in case 
she will be unable to attend) will gpotlight the wonderful caring side 
of Mrs. Clinton in an ima9inative, original manner for the American 
press corps. Josephine Lyons has had the pleasure of meeting Mrs. 
Clinton both officially and socially and is most sincere about her 
aim of assisting in a positive portrayal of The First Lady. 

cc.H.E.Ambasgador Mircea Geoana

Y�s t�::r 

�riff 
212.751.4290 N.Y 
401.78\.4141 Bucharest 

781. 4022
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CI\OoU,flU «- •.All ,_,,, •W .. tl'a,t.llO'I 

Thank you so mueh for vrl'E1l'l9.t0 sh&re with G\e your concerr:a 
regarding tt,e ttnitad �t.etc� ·lti,1J1aniG rel6tiooshlp, I os;u>uciete 
th�t youhavc taken the ti�t to koeb me informed of yovr vlevs •. - : 

T�e United St�tes facei. 111uny �ew proble111s And challen1i1es tn 
the p¢IS·t-Col<1 �ar worhl. It ls out tllsk to encoura9e 11conomir:

9rowth wh1l� protectini the enviror.ment, and also to procr.ott 
deu1ocra�1 and human ri!)hts, we are 9olng through a ptriod Of 
ttst1ng: vhat approaches work best� le a11ur•d that your vieva 
�r� val�ab\t to mt as a mt�ber ot th• S•�•t• Porti�� Rtlatio�, 
CoaunitUt, I viU be 1urt to 11:ee·p rour concern, in mlnd as the
Stnit• coneidtft �ea1ure1 deolinQ v th !utur• U.S. fot11gn 
po lie ice; ... 

Oncc'agaln, thank you for writing. If you•ehould have any 
Questions o� further concerns. �lea,e do noL h•&ito�o to contact 
Kelly Amis "t my 1fa1hingtun, n.c. or_tlce et (202) 224-3861. 

Nlth w•rmest re9Ards.' � 

.._ 

or, kla 

' 

D1annt Feinstein 
United States s�nator 
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Melanne Verveer 

. .----., .. , . ... . .  -

Deputy Chief o: Staff to the First Lady 
White House 

Lia Triff 
Co-chair of the Ceremony 
Bucharest, Romania 

Dear Miss Verveer, 

June 15, 1996 

I was most happy to receive your call yesterday. Thank you for 
sharing that, although unofficial, Romania most probably will be on 
the list of countries visited by The First Lady. 

Becuuse '!'he Second Ann·ual Academy of Music Children's Awarqs 
Ceremony was originally asked to be "flexible" on the hope that our 
event might provide a very balanced picture of Romania for this important 
trip, I now wish to share two suggestion with you. 

If the tine reception with Romanian woman leaders will be held 
at the Villag� Museum, we can easily schedule our event next door, 
literally, at the Elisabetha Reception Center. Many official functions 
are held in this large and picturesque facility� It is a mere three 
minute walk. The five young musiciuns who will be given scholarships 
are the winners from the Academy of Music·and the Dinu Lipatti School 
of Music. wi 11 be co-honored with our "Romanian Women of Music Salute''. 
She would hava �he ability to meet and talk with the young people and 
meet some of the great Romanian musicians. 

The First Lady, if interested, could see the last of the program 
(without concern that she would be interrupting because it will be 
consisting of niffi:.rent persons coming up and down from the stage) or 
attend the post-event reception. We would be willing to schedule our 
program to coincide with The First Lady's busy Bucharest visit. 

Also, tjis event should be seen as a very positive symbol of 
U.S./Romania� friendship because many of the important contributions to
the Academy �nd the School have been gitted by important American
families from Florida, Texas and California, all, incidentally,
Democrats. The scholarships that have sustained these young people
through the t.ransition period to a democracy have been given by American
companies through The Prince Paul Foundation of Romania -o.s. branch.
The event wiJ1 be a colorful and joyful one,highlighting the important
image Romanj,1 has deserved in the world, that being the never ending
musical tal��t of our children, through adversity, through the darkest
of times, uninterrupted.

The El:sabetha Reception Center is also located 7 minutes from the 
residence of our American Ambassador, H.E. Alfred Moses. Again, the 
scheduJe could accommodate our event either before or after the 
Ambassudor'$ planned reception in Hillary Rodham Clinton's honor. 

Having spoken with Josephine r�ons of NBC Projects at the N.Y. 
Unicef meeting with Nancy Prager-Kamel, I mentioned that if The First 

· -- � -�;�n �n Romania, we had hopeg to be considered for a small 
· �--��� �F hPr busv schedule. 



2. 

Rar opinion was that our event which will combine young people, 
distinguished Romanian women of music, i.e., Angela Gheorghiu and 
Romanian-American, Beverly Sills (acceptance remarks on tape in case 
she will be unable to attend) will Gpotlight the wonderful caring side 
of Mrs. Clinton in an imaqinative, original manner for the American 
press corps. Josephine Lyons has had the pleasure of me eting �rs. 
Clinton both officially and socially and is most sincere about her 
aim of assisting in a positive portrayal of The First Lady. 

cc.H.E.AmbaGGador Mircea Geoana

�s t};.�r 
{Ef1friff 
212.751.4290 II.'(. 
401.781.4141 Bucharest 

781.4022 

·•
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Melanne Verveer 
oeputy Chier of staff to the First Lady
White House 

Lia Triff 
Co-chai� of the Ceremony 
Bucharest, Romania . 

Dear Mis� Verveer, 

June 17, 1996 

congratulations on a smoothly run "Ethnic American Conterence" 
this last frjday. Mark Meyer of CORA (Romanian-American) wa� introduced 
to you by Armand Scala. Mark asked me to re-iterate that our event 
would be most pleased to join his eftorts to givG Mrs. Clinton an 
award that iH a long-standing honor basGd on individuals who exemplify 
family values. 

As I have stated before, our ceremony can be flexible enough to 
provide �he :iqni.fied platform at which time the First Lady ia 
hono�ed by the Cultural Foundation. We can hold our event either at 
the elegant Romanian Cultural Foundation, have our young musicians 
awarded their scholarships and salute "Romanian Women in Music" and 
easily accorr1nodaLe Mrs. Clinton's schedule so, when �he arrives, she 
can be pr.es�nted on-stage and then be off or stay to meet and mingle 
with the young people and the distinguished musicians. 

If my '.ast rax that alerted you about the possiblity of having 
the Ceremony tl€:1,d at the builAif!g_ !l�?Ct_ ��---�h� .. �-��J..a2'! �':1.S�� ( !Si tc 
of the proposed reception with Romanian women leaders) is a bettersuqgestion for your considgration, we, of course, would gladly combine wit� tl1e Cultural Foundation to allow this important award tobe presentef. I mention the Elisabetha conference Centor because it �s very convenient, picturesque and versatile £or all your considerationsi.e., outdonr/lndoor came:a opportunites for the press corps, securtiy,etc. Many �ward�. ceremonies are hosted there for foreign dignitarie5h8cause of t·.hc easy access to the Village Mus..eurn and the Ambassadorsresidences. 

l will be in N.Y. until Wednesday evening. Tele. no. is 212.751.42�
at Mrs. Goodman's residence 575 Park Ave. Afterwards I can be 
reached in Sucharest at 401.781,4141, 781.4022 or telefax 401.4101653. 



Dear Melanne:

Cordially,

i HII

Looking forward to seeing you again 
before too long, I remain.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Deputy Chief of Staff

to the First Lady
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C.

Donald Blinken
Ambassador

I cannot thank you enough for the 
enormous contribution you made to the 
First Lady's successful visit to 
Budapest. The advice you gave, both to 
her and to our team was outstanding, and 
we all know that your efforts and 
presence made a great difference.

Budapest, ^Tuly 10, 1996




