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Rape, genital mutilation, 
unjust imprisonment. 
Fifty years after the 
·universal Declaration
of Human Rights was
adopted, people around
the world are still being
persecuted every day.
Join Marie Claire's

campaign for change
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[Hillary Clinton 
WORLDWIDE 

WOMEN'S RIGHTS 

Firsl lA4, of tht Uniud. StaJu 
Fifty years ago, at the end of 
the Second World War, we 
acknowledged a new com­
mon standard for human dig­
nity-a code for the people: 
or the ·world to live by. In 
the wake of the most violent 
revelation of the: extent to 
which human beings can de• 
humanize one another, the 
world aii a whole was ready at 
last to accept an agreed-upon 
standard for huqian rights. 

Y ct despite half a century 
of progress in this arena. we 
have: not expanded the circle 
ofhuman dignity far enough. 
There arc still too many of 
our fellow men and women 
who have been excluded I> 
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. Let us say this so loudly : 
I that the entire world will hear us:;. . 0 80C8 1

against women is not simply criminal. 
The full enfranchisement of women is 

unfinished business.-HillaryClinton
from the fundamental rights 
proclaimed in the Deel.a.ration; 
too many again,t whom we have 
all hardened our hearts-those 
�hose hu.man suffering we fail 
fully to see, to hear, to feel. 

Today, especially, we still 
choose not to hear the: voices 
of women. In too many coun­
tries, women arc blocked from 
participating in political life. 

Too often, we choose not to 
sec the injustice of lcgal system:; 
around the world that continue 
to treat women as less than 
collU)lete citizens. In too many 
places, female heirs receive Jes� 
inheritance than male heirs. 
Inequitable divorce laws com· 
pel women to remain in cruel 
marriages. And courtS of law 
require the testimony of two 
women to equal that of a man. 

Our vision is limited in other 
areas; we choose not to see that 
women are discriminated against 
for bank loans,jobs and promo­
tions. They are denied equal 
pay-or, sometimes, any pay a.t 
all. And they live in disprop<;ir­
tionatc poverty, ma.king up 70 
percent of the world', poor. 

In too many places, girls and 
women never even learn to pre>­
ject their voices. Two thirds of 
the 130 million children not in 
school are girls. Two thirds of 
the 96 million people world­
wide who can neither read nor 
write arc women. 

In too many places, the suf­
foring of women is defined as 
trivial; explained away as a 
"cultural phenomenon." 

Perhaps ic is for this reason 
that women do not receive prop­
er health care .. Perhaps it is why 
genital cutting, which in some: 

112 

in authority 
embark on 
a witch hunt, 
society as 
a whole pays 
the highest 
price. 

countries more than' 90 pe.rcent 
of women have undergone, is 
still practiced and why rape and 
sexual assault continue to be 
cactic.s of war. Perhaps it is why 
domestic and sexual violence 
remain the most serious, under­
reported and widespread hwnan 
rights violations in the world. 

Let us say this so loudly that 
the entire world will hear us: 
We do not believe that viole.ncc 
against women i.!, simply a crim­
inal phenomenon. The full 
enfranchisement of women is 
unfinished business for aJl of us 
in this turbulent c�ntury. 

We must challenge ourselves 
to sec more sharplY., to hca.r 
more clearly and to feel more 
fuU.y. We must.rededicate our­
selves to completing the circle of 
human rights once �d for all. 

abuses in the case may have 
been perpccrated by the police, 
child protection agents and 
prosecuters in that state. Lyon's 
research has raised troubling 
questions about the meth<>ds 
used by the authorities to prose­
cute dozens of poor and men­
tally disabled parents for child 
npe and molestation: scant 
medical evidence, appalling 
breaches of civil rightS and in­
terrogation techniques normal­
ly associated with police states. 

Mistreatment of children is 
an emotional issue: The ruc­
tion to allegations of it is often 
hysteria. But it is the responsi­
bility of those entrusted to guard 
the rights of children to ensure 
that parents' rights are not ne­
glected either. One of our most 
basic: rights is to have and raise 
our children. Another is free­

,-------------.. dorn from unfair accusations. 
L...-n&..&hur.Mj...,,,_ __ __, The state of Washington 

PROSECUTIONS OF wrongly took children away 
INNOCENT PEOPLE from their parents and subject• 
Pu� Prize-wiruaingp�; cd them to relentless question-

recipimtArrw.s!J ing, though the allegations did 
IntmuJ.tioni,J not add up. In fact, every single 
M,di.a. Spo�lzt aspect of the cases-from the 
A.w<1rt, 1997 initial accu.,acions made by fos-
Bc� '94-and ter.childrcnlivingwith the chief 
'9q, 43 people investigator to the gender of the 
in Washington accused and the results of the 

State were. chargeq with 29,726 medical cxams-w� in direct 
counts of sexlial abµse of 60 contradiction to all known pat• 
children. Sordid images of rit- terns of child sexual abuse. It 
ual orgies on a �hurch stage, is the rcsporuibility of a com­
pedophile parents swappil\g munity to protect its children 
children, anq adults Hiling up to from sexual predators, but the 
rape children made �eadlines. shameful tactics employed by 

But an investigation of the both the Wenatchee police and 
\ V enatchce sex abuse cases, the Department of Social and 
undertaken by Kathryn Lyon, a Health Services resulted not 
former public defender, has only in wrongful prosecutions 
shown that the most frightcn.ing of innocent people, but in thcC> 
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likelihood that in Lhc future, 
people wiU be less likely Lo come 
forward with suspicions that 
someone may be endangering 
children's welfare. When those 
in auchority embark on a witch 
hunt, society as a whole pay, 
the highest price. 

I Meryi Streep 
RAPE AS A WAA CRIME 

virginity, which is hdd sacrc:d 
by Muslim women. 

The: raping of13osnian women 
wa.s a political srrategy not just 
aimed at women but designed 
to completely destroy a nation. 
And still, today, three years 
after the Dayton Peace Accord 
was signed, not one person has 
been held accountable for these 
crimes. No one has been arrest­
ed or convicted, and many of 
the criminals remain free in 
their native cities and towns. 

Aclns.s; Acatkmy­
award winnd 
Iupc under any 
circumstances 

I is a humiliating Ricbant Gere 
and horrifying PRISONERS 
experience, but OF CONSCIENCE 

what Bosnian women were Actor; mipien.t 
forced to endure throughout .Amn,s!)! 
the war is unthinkable. Tn an lnt.muJJiurial 
attempt to wipe out the entire Medi.JJ Spot{i&hi 
Muslim and Croatia.n popula- Award, 1998 
cion, the Bosnian Serb Army NgawangSang-
used not only murder but rape drol, 21, is a 
as an actual weapon of war. Tibetan Buddhist nun who is 

Soldiers were ordered by undergoing an 18-year prison 
theiN\.iperiors to rape defense- sentence. Her crime? Exercis­
less women of all ages, with a ing the rights enshrined in the 
specific purpose: to demoralize United Nations Univenal Deda­
chem so chat they would flee ration of Human Rights. 
their homes and never return. Ngaw-.mgwasfintimpriso0:.cd 
It is hard to imagine. that any- in 1990 for taking part in 
one could possibly carry out a demonstration for Tibetan 
such a tactic against innocent independence. She wa., detained 
women, and even more diffi- without chuge for several 
cult to imagine th.at the men months and also forbidden 
who committed these crimes to rejoin her nunnery. 
could go unpunished. Ngawang w.as rearrested in 

Women lost everything dur- June 1992 for taking part in 
ing the three-year petiod of the another demonscration against 
Bosnian war. They lost thcii\ Chinese misrule in Tibet. Her 
husbands, their fathers and sentence this time was three 
their brothers, who are either yean of imprisonment. While 
dead or in detention earnps. in Drapehi Prison in 1993, 
They lost their innocence and, Ngawang and 13 other impris­
in many case.s, they lost their oncd nuru covertly composedt> 
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The raping of $0180 
women was a political strategy not just 

aimed at women but designed to completely 

destroy a nation. -MerylStreep
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and recorded prc,•i11dcpc11c.lc11cc songs. 
I\ rape recorder had been smuggled into 
the prison and lhe tape wa_s secretly 
circulated throughout Tibet. The tape 
contained songs in praise of His Holi­
ness the Dalai Lama and asked the peo­
ple of Tibet not to lose hope, because 
"A day will come soon when the sun will 
emerge from behind the clouds." This 
tape was discovered by the Chinese au-· 
thorities, and Ngawang>s sentence was 
extended to nine year$. 

In 1996 Ngawang was subjected 
to torture and bcating9 and her prison 
sentence was extended by another 
niµe years, after she protested against 
China's "re-education campaign" and 
shouted, "Free Tibet. •i Her total term 
of imprisonment is I 8 years, making 
her the longest-serving female political 
prisoner in Tibet. 

Nga.wan g's case isjusc one instance of 
China's consistent denial of basic 
human righu to the Tibetan people, 
righcs such as "right co freedom of opin• 
ion and expression" and "right to free­
dom of peaceful assembly," which are 
prorni� by the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. 

I Madeleine K AJbdgbt 
UNIVERSAL HUMAN RIGHTS 

U.S. S«relaly ofSlatz 
Human rights are uni­
versal: They must be 
enjoyed by everyone, · 
everywhere. When we 
stand up for them, any• 
where in the world, we 

arc also standing up for ourselves. 
It would be impossible to single out 

the specific human rights i.,sue that I feel 
most strongly about, because they arc 
all of equal significance. What is more, 
human righu abuses are usually inter­
connected. If people arc not allowed to 
worship freely, chances arc they are not 
allowed to speak freely or to pursue 
peaceful and democratic political change, 
for in the end all these righis go hand in 
hand. Moreover, when even one group 
of citizens lacks equaJicy under the law, 
there is no g,.iarantee that other groups 
will not lose their rights as well. 

Therefore, whether the issue is ex­
panding women's political participa• 
cion, providing adequate health care or 
elimi_nating violence ag_ainst women,

theorie 
For cvc.ry hair problem, there is a beautiful solution. 

Our silon quality bn.nd now n:uhblc 11 fine drug, food 111d mus stores. 
· Foupcd8c: ston:: loc:uions, c:dl J,888-724-61.23.
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lht: evidence is clear lhat advancing lhe 
status of women is not just the right 
thing to do, but the smart thing: 

When women gain full participation 
in a cour1try's political life, that trans­
lates into a richer democracy and more 
representative policies foC" all. 

Whui women gain the education and 
resources co be full partners in develop­
ment, we know from e:-tperiencc that 
the cycle or poverty can be broken, that 
birth rates stabilize, environmental 
awareness incn:ascs, the spread of sexu­

ally transmitted diseases slows and so• 
cially constructive values arc more likely 
to be passed along to the young. 

When societies recognize a woman's 
right to be secure from violence and 
abuse, they move closer to making.real 
the vision of justice and equality for alJ. 

Yet around the world, women still 
suffer appalling human rights abuses, 
from domestic violuice to dowry mur­
ders to mutilation to sexual slavery. 
Some people say that all of this is cultur­
al, and that there is nothing we can do, 
or even should do, to change it, But I 
believe that it is criminal, and that we 
each have a responsibility to stop iL 0 
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Eleanor Rooseve1t Medal �roposal 

for the 

Univeraal Dec1aration of Buman Rights 

50th Anniversary Commemoration 

DRAFT 

We propose that the President create by E,cecutive Order an 
"Eleanor Roosevelt Medal," in conjunction with the 50th Anniversary 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), to honor 
outstanding Americans for their contribution to human rights advocacy 
at home and abroad. Eleanor Roosevelt served as the first 
Chairperson of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights and 
played a leading role in the composition of the declaration. She 
also was a passionate advocate of "bringing the declaration home" to 
Americans, stating on the UDHR's 10,:h anniversary·that "[T]he destiny 
of human rights is in the hands of all our citizens in all our 
communities." 

Establishing an Eleanor Roosevelt Medal on the UDHR anniversary, 
December 10, would honor what is perhaps Mrs. Roosevelt's most 
significant legacy and would also permit the President to recognize 
and honor the work of outstanding Americans on behalf of human rights 
both at home and abroad. 

The Medal also would help directly refute the arguments of those 
who say that the United States does not pay attention to human rights 
at home to the same degree that it does abroad. Whenever the United 
States is- critical of human rights practices in another state or 
states, those who seek to sh�ft the spotlight from their own problems 
frequently claim that the United States criticizes others while 
failing to take care of its own human rights problems at home. Such 
statements ignore a long and distinguished history of American human 
rights activists demanding that the U.S. Government adhere to the 
principles upon which this country was founded, From the civil war 
to the civil rights movement, Americans have fought for equality and 
justice. 

Establishing the Medal 

As was the case with the Presidential Medal of Freedom and 
similar awards, the Medal could be established by an executive order 
that outlines all measures relevant to the nomination and selection 
of candidates, design of the medal, and award oversight. 

Sele0tion of Recipients 

Each year, the President would select up to five individuals to 
be honored with the Eleanor Roosevelt Medals in a ceremony at the 
White House coinciding with the December 10th anniversary o:f the 

L9¾ UDHR. A call for nominations would be announced in the Federal 
Register. DRL would gather nominations and submit them to a panel 

�ing of representatives from State, Justice, Labor, Health and 
/_-)Hum�� Services, and the National Security Council, which in turn 

' would recommend up to ten individuals for /the President's 
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DRAFT 

consideration. The President would then select up to five awardees 
from the list or identify others of his own choosing. 

Recipient Criteria 

Although the Medal could honor individuals who have made 
outstanding contributions to the field of human rights either at home 
or abroad, DRL recommends that it focus on those individuals whose 
work h�s promoted the enjoyment of human rights in the United States. 
For example, the Pre.!ident could honor Rep. John Lewis fo.r his 
contributions to the civil rights movement. Highlighting the work of 
Rep. Lewis and other human rights pioneers in the U.S. would help 
counter the arguments of those who claim t:he United States pays 
insufficient attention to human rights at home. As is the case with 
other Presidential honors, some Medals could be awarded posthumously. 

Medal Design 

The medal could be designed by the U.S.Army Institut:e of 
Heraldry. DRL propo.!es a simple medallion attached to a ribbon, with 
an obverse featuring the famous image of Eleanor Roosevelt holding a 
copy of the UDHR. The reverse could feature either an inscription 
rel"ated to the award, a quote from Mrs. Roosevelt, or a reference to 
(or a quote from) the UDHR, 
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