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The Right to Development: More Than Just Freedom

A woman learns that her brother was last seen being bundled by armed men into a car. A newly-elected gov-
ernment, promising a better life for its citizens, promptly learns it cannot afford to build roads or power
lines. A worker is afraid to complain to his employers after his family becomes sick from the effects of pol-
lution created from the factory where he works. Women and children are hacked to death because they
belong to a difterent ethnic group from their killers.

Each situation, frequently reported but always shocking, illustrates the importance of human rights
and development. The examples differ in their horror but share a theme: all relate to the importance of
moral, social, political, and economic development.

The observance of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1998
gives more importance than ever to the right of every human being to a decent life. The anniversary comes
at a time of debate: how best can human rights and the right to development advance throughout the
world? With the accelerating pace of economic change around the world since the end of the Cold War, the
debate acquires growing significance.

What is the right to development? In 1986, the United Nations General Assembly defined it as the
right “to participate in, contribute to, and enjoy economic, social, cultural and political development™.
The origins of the definition go back much earlier, however, to the Second World War and the impulses that
led to the creation of the United Nations.

The origins of the moderu human sights movement: what arose fom the ashes of 1945
The signing of the Charter of the United Nations came after a war in which about 50 million people had
perished. The ideals of the Charter appeared amid devastation and confusion around the world. The indus-
trialized nations — all but the United States, which emerged physically unscathed from the war — lacked
the means to rebuild their economies amid the deprivations of rationing and the hardening attitudes of the
Cold War. In Asia, uncertainty and bloodshed marred the elation of spreading nationalism. Africa
remained largely subjected to the European colonial empires, while in much of Latin America, citizens’
rights and aspirations were being stifled.

Against this backdrop, Article 55 of the Charter laid out some of the critical precepts that guide the
organization. In particular, it provides that the United Nations shall promote higher standards of living,
full employraent, and conditions of economic and social progress and development; solutions of interna-
tional economic, social, health, and related problems as well as international cultural and educational
cooperation; and universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for all
without distinction as to race. sex, language, or religion.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, unanimously approved by the General Assembly in
1948, set forth the interdependent nature of human rights and the right to development. It did so by
affirming the existence of common values, which would be upheld only by cooperation and the creation of
the necessary conditions. Besides asserting rights such as freedom from torture, asylum from persecution,



and rest and leisure, Article 28 of the Declaration states that “everyone is entitled to a social and international
order in which the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized”.

The right to development: coming into foeus

In succeeding years, UN meetings articulated the relationship between human rights and development. In 1966,
the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, a legally-binding treaty, declared the
recognition by States parties of “the right of everyone to an adequate standard of living for himself and his fam-
ily ... and to the continuous improvement of living conditions”.

At the same time, questions arose which the world continues to confront: how can human rights gain the
same attention as economic development, and how should the often bitter human cost of economic development
be dealt with? Complicating the matter is that many poor countries are just on the way to development, and that
they remain far from achieving even a measure of prosperity. The reason is often attributed to the foreign debt
burden in the developing world that has grown increasingly severe in recent decades. At the same time, primary
commodity prices, to which the survival of many developing economies have been tied, have sunk to their lowest
point since the 1930s. The political and social consequences are easy to detect: Governments of nations suffering
from under-development and bearing a crippling debt burden lack the means to provide their citizens with the
material resources to pursue a better life. Amid economic want, goes one argument, citizens are less likely to
appreciate and heed the principals of human rights.

The diflicult relationship between human rights and development is not tied merely to countries in absolute
poverty versus those with powerful economies. A developing nation in the throes of unfettered development also pre-
sents a harsh picture. However important the quest for economic prosperity, the specter of rivers choked with indus-
trial waste and slums filled with illiterate, hungry, and disenfranchised families — often living metres from enclaves
of great wealth — reveal the kind of situation which stifles both human rights and the right to development.

By 1986, the international community articulated the need for a comprehensive view of human rights and
development. The Declaration on the Right to Development represented a new approach to the pursuit of the
ideals of the United Nations by proclaiming: “Since human rights and fundamental freedoms are indivisible, the
full realization of civil and political rights without the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights is
impossible”.

The Declaration includes the provisions that the human being is the central subject of development and
should be the participant and beneficiary of the right to development; that all human beings have a responsibil-
ity for development; and States have the primary responsibility for creating national and international conditions
favorable to the realization of that right. Put another way, any denial of human rights constitutes an obstacle
to development, while development without consideration for all human rights is in itself incomplete. The
Declaration also stresses international cooperation, declaring in Article 3 that ““States have the duty to co-oper-
ate with each other in ensuring development ™. It urges in Article 7 that States, particularly developing countries,
direct the savings from disarmament measures to comprehensive development, and it notes in Article 8 that States
should encourage popular participation in all spheres.

From the Declaration on the Right to Development, both debate and agreement followed. Some industrial
countries argued that the civil and political rights of the individual had to be met before development could fol-
low. Some developing countries, in contrast, responded that development must occur before civil and political
rights could emerge. Although the 1986 Declaration asserted the interdependence of all categories — econom-

ic, social, cultural, and political — the debate continued through the UN World Conference on Human Rights in
Vienna in 1993.



From Dieuna to the eve of the Fiftieth Auniversany of the Universal Declaration of Human Nights
The Vienna Conference of 1993 brought together 7,000 participants from Governments, academia, national
institutions, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). Their task was to assess progress in human rights
since the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and to identify obstacles and ways to overcome them. After
difficult negotiations, the ensuing Vienna Declaration established consensus on these main points:

¢ Human rights are universal, indivisible, and interdependent.

& The human rights of females of all ages are an integral part of universal human rights.

& The promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms are a priority of the United
Nations, in accordance with its principles, particularly in international cooperation.

¢ Democracy, development, and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms are interdependent
and mutually reinforcing.

The signatories of the Vienna Declaration, mindful that the five-year review that follows each UN global
conference would come at the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, asked the
United Nations Secretary-General to gather a progress report. They requested that the Secretary-General
invite all States, relevant United Nations agencies, human rights groups, and NGOs to report to him on the
progress made in the implementation of the Declaration’s recommendations.

Given theimportance of the right to development, the UN Commission on Human Rightsin 1993 established
a Working Group on the Right to Development, composed of experts, to formulate measures to eliminate obsta-
cles to the implementation of the 1986 Declaration. The Group’s recommendations, issued in 1995, noted that:

& the right to development required a long-term strategy.

+ States should create the domestic conditions conducive to the realization of the right to development.

& States should establish policies and programmes that ensure an equilibrium between economic growth

and improvements in social conditions.

¢ popular participation in the right to development should extend to people of all ages and ethnic, lin-

guistic, and religious backgrounds.

& an educational campaign by Governments is necessary to improve people’s awareness of their rights and

responsibilities.

& unprecedented levels of armed conflict in recent years and the consequent increase of demands on

humanitarian efforts require vigorous international measures to create the necessary conditions for peace

and security.

¢ given the growing number of least developed countries — defined as those in which the standard of liv-

ing of most of the population is insufticient to meet their minimum need — the possibility of a system of

international taxation should be considered by international organizations.

Fustitutional reallirmation

Evidence of progress towards the Working Group’s recommendations appeared in 1996, when the Commission on
Human Rights noted at its 53rd Session that the right to development had become more closely integrated in pro-
grammes by the UN Centre for Human Settlement (Habitat), the UN Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD), the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the World
Food Programme (WFP), and the World Health Organization (WHO). That year, the General Assembly also
adopted a medium-term plan for 1998-2001, in which the UN human rights programme would develop a strate-

gy for implementing the Vienna Declaration by UN agencies, human rights treaty bodies, international develop-
ment and financial institutions, and NGOs.



The next month, furthermore, the Commission passed a resolution which included having the High
Commissioner for Human Rights ensure the promotion of the Declaration on the Right to Development by
means of workshops and seminars, in cooperation with States, intergovernmental organizations, academia and
NGO:s. The resolution also noted that the High Commissioner had began discussions with the World Bank, with
the aim of contributing to activities promoting the right to development.

In June 1997, the adoption of the Agenda for Development by the UN General Assembly reaffirmed the
interwoven nature of development and human rights: “Respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms,
democratic and effective institutions, combating corruption, transparent representative and accountable gover-
nance, popular participation, an independent judiciary, the rule of law and civil peace are among the indispens-
able foundations for development. At the same time, we reaffirm that the right to development is a universal and
inalienable right and an integral part of human rights”.

Whose development? The debate continues
Despite determined efforts to increase international appreciation of the right to development, the Declaration on
the Right to Development has yet to be implemented. Debate continues, exemplified in March 1997 by the
exchange of views among delegates of the Human Rights Commission in Geneva:
& Werner Corrales Leal of Venezuela stated that in the 10 years since the adoption of the Declaration, the
international community had become more convinced of the inexorable growth of poverty and social exclu-
sion in the face of purely economic strategies. Economic growth was not automatically followed by devel-
opment.
+ Tae-Yul Cho of the Republic of Korea noted that Koreans had learned that economic and social devel-
opment was a crucial element, if not a precondition, for the promotion and protection of human rights and
democracy.
4 Hernan Plorutti, in contrast, declared, after noting that Argentina was pushing ahead for economic inte-
gration with its neighbors, that economic growth could only materialize with the improvement of the qual-
ity of life and the strengthening of human rights.

Delegations at the March meeting also noted obstacles that continue to stand in the way of progress. Peter
Wille, representative of Norway, pointed out that nearly one third of all States were still not parties to either of
the International Covenants that govern human rights, and only one half of all States had ratified the Convention
against Torture. Despite the establishment of committees to monitor the implementation of human rights instru-
ments, the very proliferation of reporting obligations in recent decades had imposed a considerable burden on
States.

Recommendations to improve monitoring came from an independent expert, Philip Alston. To achieve the
universal ratification of the core human rights treaties, he called for concrete measures. He also recommended
the consolidation or reduction of the number of treaty bodies; identification of measures to address problems in
the reporting system; and the elimination of comprehensive reports in their present form, to be replaced by
reporting guidelines tailored to each State’s individual situation.

Human rights and the sight to development: theix legacy

The success of United Nations laborious and often difficult efforts to promote the rights of every human being
is evident in the central importance that human rights and development occupy in international debate. At the
same time, the manifold forms of misery which the Universal Declaration of Human Rights sought to banish fifty
years ago remain obvious throughout the world. Through its work, the United Nations calls the world’s atten-
tion to what is wrong, and presents avenues for answers.

DP1/1937/F—December 1997



Clinton Presidential Records
Digital Records Marker

This 1s not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

This marker identifies the place of a publication.

Publications have not been scanned in their entirety for the purpose
of digitization. To see the full publication please search online or
visit the Clinton Presidential Library's Research Room.



THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
A CELEBRATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

ADDRESS ON THE S50TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR OF THE
UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF TEHRAN

Tehran, 1 1997

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Students and Friends,

It is a special pleasure for me to address you today,
at this distinguished university, in the heart of your great
and ancient land. | have long looked forward to visiting
Iran, and | am grateful for the generous welcome | have
received. Iran is living through a time of great promise
and change. The eyes of the world are upon you. With
vision, pride and compassion, you are renewing your
nation. | congratulate you on your success.

| speak to you on a world-wide day of celebration.
December 10th marks the beginning of the 50th
anniversary year of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. It gives me a special pleasure therefore to speak
to you and through you to the rest of the world today.

You, the students and leaders of tomorrow -- here in

97-35709









LeU-gemIdYT 21101 P,0a1/008

THE WHITE HOUSE .

Offige of the Praess Secretary
(Reaw Yoxrk, Naw York)

. ¥or Innediate Relmase Dacenbatr ¥, 1097

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
IN HONOR OF MUMAN RIGQHTS DAY

The Museum Of Jewish Heritage
Naw York, Naew York

8158 P.M. BET

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very such, Gay, for your
introduotion and for your suparlative work. Thank you,
Ambassador Richardson, for your distinguished representation of
gur-oountry and for the campaign speech you gave £0r Qay ==
(laughter) =-- proving that diplomacy and politics can naver be
fully separated and shouldn't ba.

] Thank you, ¥r. Morgenthau, for all you have dona for
~the people of New York and for them contributions that you and
your family hava made, which are memorializad in this wonderful
place. And I thank you and bavid Althshular for the tour X had

before wa etartsed tonight.

I'a like to thenk thae othexrs who are here in our
adninistration who hava workad on areas of human righta: OA3
Anbassador Viotor Marraro, BECOSOC Axbessador Betty Xing,
Anbasssdor Nanoy Rubin, our representative to the U.N, Humen
Rights Commisesion. And Ir'd like to say a apecial word of thanks
to John shattuck, the Assistant sacratary of state for Demooraay,
Human Rights and Lshor, who has raally workad hard for a vary
long time under:snormously adverse circumstances -~ sonetimes
when his President cauldn’t do everythiny he wanted him to Go.
Thank you and God bless you. (Applause.)

T thank Congreaswoman Nita Lowey for being here and
for her slert leadarship on a0 meny issues, and we thank the
Presidant of the Ganeral Assemdly and all the nembers of the
Diplomatic Corps who ara hare as wa launch the 50th anniversary

" of the Univecsal Dsclaration of RumAn Righta.

; Aa human rights advoontiea, defenders, and educators,
wore than anyone elss, the pecple in thia roos end those whom you
' repraaent give life to the worda of the Universal Daclarations
you shina the light of freedom on oppreasion, Spssk on bahalf of

the voiceless, aspark the conacisnce of the world. Again I want
to thank Gay for her tireleses commitsent to justice and equality.

MORK
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3ut T thenk all of you for the work you do every day to make
humen rights a human reality. .

The idea of a global Aedlaration of righta smargad
from the trauma of global war -~ in which human rights wers the
firet omsualty. MNare at the Musmeum of Jewiah Heritage, we
Temamber the evil of the Holocaust. But thanke to the marvelouas
conoeption of thim uniqua place, we can also celsbrate the
strangth of the human spirit, tha will to anduraea and to preserve

humnan dignity.

under the wise, conpassionete laadarzhip of Eleanor
Roosevelt, hal? a ocantu ago 1@ delegates from China to Labanon,
Chile to Ukraine forged tha first intarnational agraement on the
rights of humankind. On Decembar 10, 1948, thea United Nations
asneral Amsstbly adoptad the Univarsal ncoi.rctton without &
single dissenting votea. I am very pround thst the First Lady,
.who has traveled the world to advance human rights, especially
fo? woman end young girls, will teka part in tomorrow'a United
Nations oommenoration.

: over the past half-century, the Deglerstion’s 30
artigles have formed s gonstallation of principles to which all
‘PR0Ple cAn aspire. They hava entared the consciousnhess of people
all around the world. They're now invoked rouetnolg in
conatitutions and courta. Thay set & yardatiock of humesnity's
"hast practices™ against whioch wa muat all now measure ourselves.

But aes 3leanor Roosavelt said, words on paper bring
no guarantees, and I quote: unless the paople know them, unless
the paople understand them, unless the pescple demand that they be
iived., Promoting respsot for human rights ia a fulfilling =-- but
naver fulfilled =~ obligation. Fifty Years aince the charter was
forged, ocommuniswm has been disoreditad, but threats to freedonm
and human righta still peralst. Human rights are atill at risk
. from Burma to Rigaria, from Belarus to Ohina. Although more than

half the World'a psoPle now live uUndsr governmantr of theiv own
choosing, demooracy's roote are still fraoils i1n soma councrians,;
others are bemiegad by forces ranging f£rom drug cartelm to
organized orims. And even in demoorxacies, huwan rights, which so
often mean ainority righta, are not gnarantaed.

- And while we celebrate the end of communism and the
fact. that it has enabled #o many people to affirm their apacial
diffarences =~ religious, ethnio, and gulturel -- we have almo
seen from BRosnia to Rwanda that olAd hatrade can becoma the nawest

“human rights abuses. And let us ramambar in this wuseum that
having a people who are wWell-educatad and prospercua, even having

a government that is popularly elacte@ are not in themsalves

sufficient to guarantes hunmen righta. But let us also rememdar

thet being eGucated by Westarn standards and prosparous are not
n;otllcrv gonditions for human rights or for peopla who want
dhem.,

MORE
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., .Men and woman from cambodia to Ronania, Argentina,
aouth Africa, and Ruasie hava rhown that,; ragerdless of the
edonomio oondition of a nation, freedom is ndt, contrary to what
tha critiagx of the Dealaration say, an American or a Westezn or e
wWealthy nation right: 2t is a human right and e universel

agpiration.,

Advanaing human rights must galways ba s central
pillar of America‘'s foreign polioy, looking back aver the last
five ark, we #ea notable achievements; wa alno see Rissed
opportunities. - And looking ahead, wa sea an anormous amount of

"work still to be done,

‘T am proud that we steed dewn a brutal dictatorship
and restored ¥aiti's destiny to ita own peocpla, but there iae ‘mors
£0 be done thare if desmocracy and economioc prosperity and baria
husan rights ara to be smafeguarded.

: X am proud of the role of the United 8tataes in

. atg @ the unspeakabla eleughter in Boanie, the bloodiest

- confliot in Nurope sinoe World War IT, a veritable ocess of human
rights abuses. ‘But now wa have to parsavere in atrengthening
BoaAniae's demooratia insctitutions, promoting ite reconstruoction,
enadbling refugene to return to thair homas, helping those who
can't, building inatitutions 0f damooracy that have real
1ntugrier and dursbility. Thia Year, the United States resettisd
22,000 Boaniana. Next year, thera will be mora.

We elao have to Reep satriving teo bring to justice to
those who caused the bloodshed =- not only because it'a right,
but because it is nacassary for full raconciliation. our nation
ie now the mejor ocontrihutor to the (nternatidnal war cerimnes

ribunals. We'll inarease Our support next year. WwWe nust bring

osnia'e wer oriminals to justice. And I believe strongly that
before this deocade and this ocentury and, wa should extabliah e
~§lrhlnont international court to prosecute crimes against

umenity. This week delagates from many nations are meeting to
undartaka that task. The United States strongly aupporex thém.

k Wa have led in' strengthening intarnational
institutions, including the orxeation of the U.N. Nigh
Coomissioner for Human Righta. Now, we have to ensure that Mary
Rodinaon has the rasources to do har jod -- and I amn comuitted to
inoressing sudstantially America's aupport for that effort,

(Rpplause.)

- We'va put the promotion of woman's rights in the
mainstream of American foraign poliay, and I am very groud of
that. (Applausa.) This was highlighted, of coursa, by the Firaet
Lady's speech in Neijing, but I want to emphasrize its major
‘alements. We want to lead the world's efforts in combatting

trafficking in women. We want to steer more of our assiastance to

MORE
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woash and young.girls. We want to recognita women's rocles es
demoorady builders by encouraging full politiaal participation.

Now, ea I urged e arl ago, I call on the Zenate to
ratify the Convention on the Elimination of All rorms of
Disorimination Against Wonen. (Applaufe.) Surely, this is not
an isauve of party but. of pringciple. It is time to show the world
-that America joins those 161 countries whioch have gone on tecord
to ggposn disorimination and violence ageinat women around the
wox . "

' We continue speaking out for human rights without
errogendce or apelogy, through our anhual human righta reports, in
maetings with foreign officilals, and intaneified advocagsy for
religious freedom around the world., As long es Anerioca 1ie
daternined to stand for human righte, than free psople all around
the world will choose to stand with America.

- B8ut. for all our afforts to pravent aduaes, Promote
aocountebility, and puah for raforam, enduring progreas must coaa
from chenges within the natiena themselves. Darnooracy, the rule
of law, oivil sociaby -- thome thinge are the best guarantees of

. human rights ovar the long run. We have helped democracisa on
every continent asolidify their reforms. We are working with
ohina to promote the rulm of law and inatitutions which will
regularisza 4t. We'ra helping post-confliot sociaties like El
salvacdor, Boania, Rwanda, Mosambique, to build a dGuredble
foundation for paace. . We aupport NGOs working to suppert human
rights and politiocal liberalization. And we want to axpand these

efforts.

P Supporting the apread of demooracy, with respeat for
human righte, advances the valuea that make life worth living,
It also helps nations in the Information Age to achieve their
true wealth, for it lies now in people's ability to coreate, to
coamunicata, to innovete. Fully devaloping those kinde of human
resources. raquires people whe are free ta apeak, freem to
" aesocoiate, free to worship, and fesl free to do those things.
It reQquirss, tharafore, accountable, opan, consistant governmants

that earn paopla'a trust,

; The Xey Lo progress on all thase iaguas is for
overnment and oivic grougl to work together. The NGO coamunity
8 a vital souroce of knowledge and inspiration and action. We

will keap faith with those working aroumd the world, often at
tremendous parscnal risk, for change within their societies. And
in thie 50th anniverasaty year, Auneaty International hae asked
world leadérs to effiram that we will @0 all we can to uphold the
principles of the Univerasal Declaration. I make that pledge to

I you today. (Applause.)

; . ?inally, I occmnmend the rranklin and Rlaanor
Roodevalt Foundation for their efforts to teach a new geanerstion
of Ameriocans that the future of human rights is "in their hands."

NORSB






Demand Human Rights in the Home and in the World
Derechos Humanos en el Mundo y en la Casa
Exigeons les Droits Humains 3 la Maison et dans le Monde

Human Rights Depend on Women's Rights

Una Cultura de Derechos Humanos Depende de los Derechos de las Mujeres

Une Culture des Droits Humains Dépend des Droits des Femmes
There Are No Human Rights Without Women's Rights
Sin los Derechos de las Mujeres No Hay Derechos Humanos
Pas de Droits. Humains Sans Droits des Femmes
_'Imagineva World Where All Women Enjoy Their Human Rights
Imaginemos un Mundo en el que Todas las Mujeres
Gocen Plenamente de sus Derechos Humanos
Imaginons un Monde ou toutes les Femmes
Jouissent Pleinement de Leurs Droits Humains

Women's Rights are Human Rights

Center for Women's Global Leadership
Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey

61 Clifton Avenue
New Brunswick, NJ 08901-8535 USA - PHOTOCOPY

fax: 1. 732. 932. 1180 e-mail: gwgl@igc.apc.org PRESERVATION










































































































































