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The year-long commemoration we begin today 1s not just a commemoration
of the universality of human rights -- it is a celebration of the United Nations. I am
especially pleased that we are able to gather this moming in the Economic and
Social Council, which at its first session in February of 1946 established the

Commission on Human Rights.

Forty-nine winters ago, the world acknowledged a new, common standard for

human dignity -- a code for the peoples of the world to live by.

One of the people who labored to create that code was Eleanor Roosevelt,
then the United States Representative to the U.N. Commission on Human Rights.
The place was Paris. The delegates who came together to craft the language hailed
from countries as diverse as Lebanon, Chile, France, China and Ukraine. And the
dream was the Universal Declaration of Human Rights -- the first intermational

agreement on the rights of humankind.



Some of humanity’s bravest lessons emerge only after the deepest tragedies.
This Declaration took shape in a world ravaged by the horrors of militarism and
fascism. In the wake of the most violent revelation of the depths to which human
beings can dehumanize one another, the world as a whole was ready at last to
aceept-an agreeﬁ-uponagtandard for human rights.

N

Let me read a passage from that document: “Disregard and contempt for
human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have outraged the conscience of
mankind... The advent of a world in which human beings shall enjoy freedom of
speech and belief and freedom from fear and want have been proclaimed as the
highest aspiration of the common people. Therefore, the General Assembly
proclaims this Universal Declaration of human rights as a common standard of

achievement for all people and nations.”

The document goes on to state what should be obvious, but too often is not:
“All human beings are bomn free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed

with reason and conscience and should act toward one another in a spirit of

brotherhood.”



How radically idealistic an act it was at first for the nations of the world to
ascribe publicly to this Declaration. That act did not, however, take place in a

vacuum. It was a response to evil -- and I use that word deliberately.

Those who study the Holocaust know that the Nazis were able to pursue their
crimes precisely because they were able progressively to constrict the circle of those
defined as human. From the moment they came to power they proceeded, step-by-
step, to dehumanize, through laws and propaganda, the mentally ill, the infirm,

Gypsies, homosexuals, Jews -- those whom they identified as “life unworthy of

Thes dark,\old region of the human soul -- where people withdraw first

understanding, then empathy, and finally even the designation of personhood, from

life.”

another human-being -- is not, of course, unique to Nazi Germany. This human vice,
this ability to dehumanize, has been witnessed in all times and places. And it is

precisely this vice that the Declaration sets itself up to resist.

Thankfully, in the half-century since the birth of the Declaration, we have as a

global people managed progressively to expand the circle of full human dignity.



Because of this document, individuals and nations alike have a standard by which to
measure fundamental rights. Many of the countries that have emerged in the last 50

= e e O o
years have drawn inspiration from the Declaration in their Constitutions. Courts of

A\
law look to the Declaration; it has laid the groundwork for the world’s war crimes
tribunals; and it has prompted governments to set up their own commissions devated

(¥ ot
to safeguardir%\basic liberties.
N

At the United Nations Conference on Human Rights in Vienna in 1993, it was
the power of the Declaration that inspired the establishment of a High
Commissioner on Human Rights. And let me add how lucky the U.N. -- and indeed
the world is -- that Mary Robinson fills that post. At the United Nations 4th World
Conference on Women 1n 1995, it was the strength of this Declaration that enabled
us to say, for all the world to hear, that human rights are women’s rights and that

women’s rights are human rights.

And yet. And yet in spite of this half century of progress, we have not

expanded the circle of human dignity far enough.



There are still too many of our fellow men and women excluded from the
fundamental rights proclaimed in the Declaration; too many whom we have
hardened our hearts against -- those whose human suffering we fail fully to see; to

hear; and to feel.

Any look back at history shows that every nation has had its blind spots that
have kept people out of the promised circle of full humanity. Take the example of
my own country. We in the Umted States have had our own difficult experiences
with the selective or unequal application of the rights established in the American
Constitution. Even the Founding Fathers, whose 1deas of human dignity were so far
ahead of their time -- proclaiming that “all men are created equal” in the Declaration
of Independence -- inscribed slavery in tl}d Constitution. It has taken most of our
220 years, some of them bloody, few of them easy, to extend the benefits of
citizenship to African Americans, those without property -- and women. Eleanor

Roosevelt herself was 35 years old before she could vote.



Even today, we circumscribe the circle through what we choose not to see.
Black South Africans describe what it was like to work all day in white
environments in which one was literally not seen. In the Balkans, people have willed
themselves not to see the humanity of those whose heritage is different from their
own. We ourselves in the industrialized world often choose not to see the child

labor that goes into our beautiful carpets or our comfortable shoes.

And in many plac what we fajl re the 1njustic n

We choose not to see the injustice of legal systems around the world that
continue to treat women as less than complete citizens. In too many places, female
heirs receive less inheritance than male heirs. Inequitable divorce laws compel
women to remain in cruel marriages. And courts of law require the testimony of two

women to equal that of a solitary man.
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NEW YORK,NEW YORK ~ MIAMI, FLORIDA
DECEMBER 9 - DECEMBER 111997
SCHEDULE OF THE PRESIDENT
FOR

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10,1997
FINAL SCHEDULE

NOTE: The First Lady departs at 7:40 am for an independent schedule. The
First Lady is scheduled to address a United Nations Human Rights
Event at 10:30 am.
_ Co63)
ELEVATOR MANIFEST ELEVATOR MANIFEST
®) ® :

Note:

Police Photos will be taken prior to a departure from the Waldorf Astoria

Hotel

DEC-083-1997 21:51

Decomber 9, 1997 (9:27pm)
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10:15 am THE PRESIDENT departs

NEW YORK. NEW YORK ~ MIAMI, FLORIDA
DECEMBER 9 - DECEMBER 11 1997

Waldorf Astoria Hotel via motorcade en

route Charlotte Gardens, Bronx, New York

[drive time: 15 minutes]

MOTORCADE MANIFEST

10:30 am THE PRESIDENT arrives Charlotte Street, Bronx, New York

Greeters:  Ralph Porter, President, Mid Bronx Desperados (tour

guide)

December 9, 1997 (9:27pm)

DEC-@9-1937 21:51 62878
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11:05 am

11:10 am

DEC-99-1997 21:52

NEW YORK, NEW YORK -~ MIAML, FLORIDA
DECEMBER9 - DECEMBER 111997
THE PRESIDENT proceeds via motorcade to the Boys and Girls

Club
[drive time: 5 minutes]

MOTORCADE MANJFEST

THE PRESIDENT arrives the Boys and Girls Club
Greeters:  Leroy Branch, Director, Boys and Girls Club

Milfred Lisk, Deputy Board Member, Madison Boys
and Girls Club

December 9, 1997 (9:27pm)

Zoos
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1220 pm-

12:50 pm

12:55 pm-
215 pm

230 pm-
545 pm

DEC-@9-1997 21:53

NEW YORK, NEW YORK ~ MIAML FLORIDA
DECEMBER9 - DECEMBER 11 1997

THE PRESIDENT departs the Gymnasium of the Boys and Girls

club via motorcade en route site thd
[drive time: 30 minutes]

MOTORCADE MANIFEST

THE PRESIDENT arrives site tbd

HOLD
SITE TBD

NOTE: THE FIRST LADY’S DOWN TIME BEGINS AT 2:30
PM.

DOWN TIME
Waldorf Astoria Hotel

December 9. 1997 (9:27pm)

62878 P.0888

@oos









12/09/97 TUE 22:350 FAX 62878 @oi11

NEW YORK, NEW YORK ~ MIAML FLORIDA
DECEMBER9 - DECEMBER 11 1997

8:05 pm THE PRESIDENT departs Waldorf Astoria Hotel via motorcade en
route the Rainbow Room
[drive time: 5 minutes]

MOTORCADE MANIFEST

810 pm THE PRESIDENT arrives the Rockefeller Center
Greeters:  Geoff Wharton, Managing Director, Rockefeller
’IhomaSeMnat:irden, Executive Director, Rockefeller
Center
815 pm THE PRESIDENT proceeds to the Rainbow Room

Note: The First Lady will re-join the President at this time,

Greeters:  Arthur Emil, Co-owner, Rainbow Room
David Emil, Co-owner, Rainbow Room
Joe Baum, Co-owner, Rainbow Room

December 9, 1997 (9:27pm)

DEC-@3-1997 21:54 62878 P.0o11
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WASHINGTON. D.C,
NEW YORK, NEW YORK -~ MIAML FLORIDA
DECEMRFRO - DECFMBER 111997
ELEVATOR MANIFEST
(15)

820 pm- PHOTO RECEIVING LINE

845 pm THE RAINBOW ROOM
Staff Contact: Craig Smith
Event Coordinator: Laura Graham
CLOSED PRESS

—  The President and the First Lady do a photo receiving line
with 50 guests.

December 9, 1997 (9:27pm)

DEC-83-1937 21:54 62878 P.@12
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9:50 pm

10:05 pm

1015 pm

NEW YORK, NEW YORK ~ MIAMI, FLORIDA
DECEMBER9 - DECEMRER 111997

THE PRESIDENT departs the Rainbow Room via motorcade en
route Wall Street Landing Zone
[drive time: 15 minutes]

MOTORCADE MANIFEST

THE PRESIDENT arrives Wall Street Landing Zone

THE PRESIDENT departs Wall Street Landing Zone via Marine
One en route JFK International Airport
[flight time: 15 minutes]

n PLEASE CONSULT THE BACK OF THE TRIP BOOK FOR ALL AIRCRAFT MANIFESTS. l

10:30 pm

DEC-@3-1937 21:SS

THE PRESIDENT arrives JFK International Airport

December 9, 1997 (9:27pm)

62878 P.B14
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Department of Public Information
Room S-1040

United Nations

New York, NY 10017, USA

Tel. (212) 963-3771, 963-1786
Fax: (212) 963-1186

e-mail: vasic@un.org

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION










FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY

UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS
1948:1998 abl human vights fon alt

PRESS RELEASE

United Nations Launches Fiftieth Anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights

New York, 5 December 1997 — The observance of Human Rights Day this year will mark the launch
of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. adopted by the General
Assembly on 10 December 1948. at the Palais de Chaillot in Paris. Since then, Human Rights Day has
been commemorated on 10 December each vear to mark the adoption of this landmark document.

The tragedies and horrors endured by people during the Second World War prompted the inter-
national community to adopt a document that would foster respect for fundamental rights and freedoms
as well as recognize the importance of the universality. indivisibility. and interdependence of human
rights.

The Declaration was one ol the first major achievements of the United Nations in the field of
human rights. Its principles have been enshrined in and continue to inspire national legislation and the
constitutions of many newly independent states. References to the Declaration have been made in char-
ters and resolutions of regional intergovernmental organizations as well as in treaties and resolutions
adopted by the United Nations system. Although the Declaration, which comprises a broad range of
rights. is not a legally binding document. it has inspired more than 60 United Nations human rights
instruments which together constitute an international standard of’ human rights.

The vear 1998 marks the iftieth anniversary of this historic document. The theme All Human
Rights tor All "reinforces the idea that human rights — civil. cultural. economic. political and social
should be taken in their totality and not disassociated from one another. All activities planned for the
vear will culminate with the actual anmiversary on 10 December 1998.

The year 1998 also marks the five-vear review of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of
Action. adopted at the World Conterence on Human Rights. held in Vienna (Austria) in June 1993,
There. 171 countries reiterated the universality. indivisibility and interdependence of human rights.
and reaffirmed their commitment to the Universal Declaration.

The anniversary vear 1s a time for peoples and societies around the world to:
. commemorate the adoption of this™Magna Carta for all humanity™.

. promote public awareness of” the meaning of the Universal Declaration and its relevance to our
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mobilize in a reinvigorated and broad-based human rights movement.
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The Message of the United Nations Secretary-General on the Beginning
of the S0th Anniversary Year of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

10 December 1997

Today we mark the beginning of the 50th anniversary year of the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights. In every part of the world, men, women and children of every colour and creed will gather to
embrace our common human rights,

Human rights are the foundation of human existence and co-existence. Human rights are univer-
sal, indivisible and interdependent. Human rights are what make us human. They are the principles by
which we create the sacred home for human dignity.

When we speak of the right to life, or development, or to dissent and diversity, we are speaking of
tolerance. Tolerance promoted, protected and enshrined will ensure all freedoms. Without it, we can be
certain of none.

Human rights are the expression of those traditions of tolerance in all religions and cultures that
are the basis of peace and progress. Human rights are foreign to no culture and native to all nations.
Tolerance and mercy have always and in all cultures been ideals of government rule and human behav-
iour. Today, we call these ideals human rights.

[t is the universality of human rights that gives them their strength. It endows them with the
power to cross any border, climb any wall, defy any force.

The struggle for universal human rights has always and everywhere been the struggle against all
forms of tyranny and injustice: against slavery, against colonialism, against apartheid. It is nothing less
and nothing different today.

Young friends all over the world,

You are the ones who must realize these rights, now and for all time. Their fate and future is in

your hands. Human rights are your rights. Seize them. Defend them. Promote them. Understand
them and insist on them. Nourish and enrich them.

They are the best in us. Give them life.

Published by the United Nations Department of Public Information
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19481998 all h‘m%‘w for all

Human Rights in Action:
Monitoring Compliance through Treaty Bodies and Special Rapporteurs

Since the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, an elaborate system of mech-
anisms has been created to ensure the advancement of universal human rights, as well as to deal with vio-
lations of human rights as they occur. At the centre of this system are two types of mechanisms: formal
monitoring of States’compliance with international treaties, and extra-conventional mechanisms or spe-

cial procedures — working groups, special rapporteurs and special representatives of the Secretary-
General — which deal with burning issues as they arise.

The treaty bodies

Once the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted, the Commission on Human Rights set out
to turn the principles that it defined into international treaties. When States ratify international treaties,
they agree to engage in a review process of their human rights legislation and practice by groups of inde-
pendent experts.

The first human rights instrument to establish an international monitoring system was the
Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, adopted by the General Assembly in 1965. This
convention not only defined and condemned racial discrimination, but also committed States to amend pol-
icy which creates or perpetuates racial discrimination. It was also revolutionary in its provision for nation-
al measures towards the advancement of specific racial or ethnic groups. Today, the convention has 148
States parties.

The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination was established in 1969 when the
Convention went into force. It consists of 18 independent experts, nominated and elected by States parties
to the convention. States submit to the Committee periodic reports on their legislation and practices rele-
vant to the convention’s provisions. The Committee can also investigate and attempt to reconcile complaints
made by one State against another, as well as communications from individuals.

In 1966, after two decades of debate, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights were adopted. The Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights addresses the right to work, to form trade unions, to have social
security, to protection of the family, and to a standard of living, health and education. The Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights defends the right to life — that no one can be subjected to torture, enslavement,
forced labour, arbitrary detention — and such freedoms as movement, expression and association. These
two treaties, which entered into force in 1976, today have 137 and 140 States parties, respectively.

Much of the long debate focused on the question of one treaty versus two. The prevailing beliel was
that civil and political rights were already legislatively defined in most countries and could therefore be
reviewed by a monitoring body. Economic, social and cultural rights at the time were considered goals and
less enforceable, even though the Universal Declaration itself had identified the two sets of rights as equal-
ly important. Thus, only the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights stipulated creation of a monitoring
body — the Human Rights Committee — which was mandated to study reports from States parties, to
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