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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

December 2, 1999

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER

THROUGH:. ERIC SCHWARTZ %1&

FROM: 'STEVEN J. NAPLANM

SUBJECT: The President’s Human Rights Day Event

Attached is a Meeting Memorandum to the President for his Monday
event to commemorate Human Rights Day. . ;

Concurrences by: ¥1'.)avi<:l Leavyw

Y2

RECOMMENDAT ION

That you sign the attached Memorapdum to the President.

Attachments
Tab I Meeting Memorandum to the President .
Tab A Draft Citations for the Five Awardees
Tab B Biographies of the Five Awardees and Afghan refugee
Belquis Ahmadi
Tab C Draft List (in-progress) of Invitees for Presidential
Hall Event
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-THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

REMARKS TO COMMEMORATE ANNUAL HUMAN RIGHTS DAY AND ANNOUNCEMENT

Il.

OF RECIPIENTS OF ELEANOR ROOSEVELT HUMAN RIGHTS AWARD

DATE: December 6, 1999
LOCATION: Presidential Hall, OEOB Room 450
TIME: 1:45 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER
MELANNE VERVEER
. oo 3 e 7V

PURPOSE

To commemorate annual Human Rights Day (the actual date of
which is December 10) by delivering remarks detailing your
commitment to the protection and promotion of human rights
at home and abroad, and by honoring outstanding American
human rights leaders. e

BACKGROUND

This year’s commemoration of Human Rights Day will mark the
51%* anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights' (UDHR), the UN General Assembly declaration
affirming universal standards of human rights .and
fundamental freedoms.

-~ The Eleanor Roosevelt Award for Human Rights

' Eleanor Roosevelt was the driving force behind the

Declaration. Last year, to honor her commitment to human
rights and to commemorate the 50" anniversary of the
Declaration, you established the Award. The 1999
recipients of the second annual Eleanor Roosevelt Award for

Human Rights will be:

- Charlotte Bunch, for her efforts to secure the
inclusion of gender and sexual orientation on the global
human rights agenda. Bunch was a critical leader for the
inclusion of women's rights at UN Human Rights Conferences
in Vienna (1993) and Beijing (1995).
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- Delores Huerta, for co-founding and leading the

United Farm Workers of America and a lifetime of labor
rights activism.

- Burke Marshall, for his life-long commitment to
civil rights, including his efforts to dismantle “Jim Crow”
as Assistant Attorney General in the Kennedy
Administration.

- Sister Jean Marshall, a“Dominican nun who founded
St. Rita’s Immigrant and Refugee Center in the Bronx, which
has served victimized immigrants from Vietnam, Cambodia,

Russia, Albania, Ethiopia, Bosnia and Kosovo.

- Rev. Leon Sullivan, author of the “Sullivan
Principles,” which encouraged companies working in South
Africa to take steps to end apartheid and “Global Sullivan
Principles” which promote corporate social responsibility
worldwide.

-=- Your Remarks

In addition to issuing the second annual Eleanor Roosevelt
Awards, you will deliver general remarks regarding your
commitment to the continued promotion of human right
globally. You will emphasize your particular concern about
Taliban abuses of Afghan women, as well as a number of
other significant human rights abuses (including PRC
persecution of the Falun Gong and Russian violations of

~ human rights in Chechnya).

III.

PARTICIPANTS -
(Greetings in Presidential Hall, OEOB Room 450 “Hold Room”)

Burke Marshall
Sister Jean Marshall
Charlotte Bunch
Delores Huerta
Rev. Leon Sullivan
[~ rore s,
Belquis Ahmadi (“bell-KEEHS A=MAfi—cee” ) (Afghan woman
refugee)

The First Lady
Jim Steinberg
Melanne Verveer
Eric Schwartz
Harold Koh
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IV. PRESS PLAN

Open press coverage of remarks made in Presidential Hall,
OEOB Room 450.

V.  SEQUENCE

e You will greet the award rec:.p:l.ents inside Presidential Hall'’s
“Hold Room” ;

e Jim stelnberg, Melanne Verveer, Eric Schwartz, and Harold Koh
will take their seats in Presidential Hall.

e Following an off-stage announcement, you will take the stage
of Presidential Hall accompanied by the First Lady, Burke
Marshall, Sister Jean Marshall, Charlotte Bunch, Delores
Huerta, Rev. Leon Sullivan and Belquis Ahmadi (Afghan
refugee) .

e The First Lady will deliver brief welcoming remarks and will
introduce Ms. Ahmadi.

10_ Ms. Ahmadi will deliver brief remarks régarding the plight of

refugees from Taliban persecution and will introduce you.
* You will deliver remarks on human rights.

e A military aide will read the citations as you and the First
Lady present the awards to the recipients. The five awardees
will not be offering remarks. '

e Following the awards cereniony you will thank the guests for
coming and close the event.

Attachments
Tab A Draft Citations for the Five Awardees
Tab.B Biographies of the Five Awardees and Afghan refugee
~ Belquis Ahmadi
Tab C Draft List. (in-progress) of Invitees for Presidential
Hall Event
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1999 ELEANOR ROOSEVELT AWARD DRAFT CITATIONS:
CHARLOTTE A. BUNCH

Through her work at the Center for Women's Global Leadership at Rutgers University, Charlotte
Bunch has built a worldwide network of activists and raised international awareness of
discrimination against women, gender violence, gay and lesbian rights, and other crucial issues.
She was a key leader in ensuring the inclusion of women's

rights at the UN human rights conferences in Vienna and Bexng We

honor her for her courageous advocacy and activism. ;

DOLORES C. HUERTA

For more thantl:urty years, Dolores Huerta has been at the vanguard of the
workers' and women's rights movement in the United States. As co-founder

with Cesar Chavez of the United Farm Workers of America, she has helped

farm workers secure their rights to organize and to bargain collectively, in

- the process educating millions of Americans on the central importance of these rights. We honor
her today for her courage and determination and for her achievements in promoting the dignity
and welfare of millions of American workers.

BURKE MARSHALL

As Assistant Attorney General in the Kennedy and Johnson Administrations, Burke Marshall
played a key role in the civil rights struggle and the passage of the Civil Rights Act and Voting
Rights Act. In the years since, he has inspired new generations to pursue public service. We
honor him for his essential contribution to ending segregation and transforming our Nation. -

SISTER JEAN MARSHALL

Sister Jean Marshall has helped make real the dreams of thousands of people who have fled
persecution and abuse overseas. As founder of St. Rita's Immigrant and Refugee Center in the
Bronx, she has helped refugees and asylum-seekers to learn English, find jobs and homes, and
receive health and social services. We honor her for her outstanding humanitarian efforts.

REV.LEON SULLIVAN

Rev. Leon Sullivan has spent a lifetime helping to improve the lives of others. As author of the
Sullivan Principles, and as a champion of civil and political rights, he has moved mountains to
help end apartheid in South Africa, secure civil rights at home, and promote corporate
responsibility and social justice worldwide. We honor him for his tireless crusade to help others
find the greatness within themselves.

DRAFT



The Women of The Hall - Charlotte Bunch
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Ch,arlo'tte:Bu'nch
1944-

A pioneering stratnglstandorgamm Charlotte Bunch is one of the foremost
advocates of international attention to women's issues, and the inclusion of
gmde:mdsamaloumnononglobalhumannghtsagenda.

: I966MagnaCumLaude
niversity, Bunch became active on the national
.<~«.- , lesbian aetivist and lecturer,

particula mmovemenﬁ&rwomenshbcraﬁon

and womensnghls Shcmmdandedmed
Quest: A Feminist Jot | (1974), one of the
- andtheleadmg jo to promote analysis

and pohcymahngtomvewomensstamsm
S0 e‘ty

Expanding hcractwhwmmthemtcmanonal

on.Throughhetspeechuandorgamzmgat :
international conferences, she served as a critical
catalyst for action on women's issues. For

.example,herspwchtoAmnatyIntemauonalm 1989 marked the beginning of

that organization's efforts to address gender-specific human rights issues. Her
leadershlpwascmcxaltoﬂ)eadophonbytbcw% U.N. Conference on Human
Rights, in Vienna, of strong support for women, and at the 1995 UN.

Conference on Human Rights, in Beijing, for supporting woman's place in

_hunmnnghtxadvomy

In 1989, Bunch founded The Center for Women's Global Leadershlp at
Douglass College, Rutgers University, where shg gé¥ves as Director and
Professor of Urban Studies. Through the Center, sfi¢ continues her role as
leaderofnauonalandmternahonalnetworkmg, advocacy and training, to
advance women's well-bemg around the world.

Cop at1o omen's of Fame
All rights reserved
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Pocame s | Dolores Huerta
- . - 1930-
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ame
Sl Dolores Huerta is one the century's most powerful and respected labor
. movement leaders. Huerta left teaching and co~founded the United Farm
Our History Workers il Cesar Chavez i 1962: 1 quit
: because I couldn't stand seeing come to
W class hungry and needing shoes. I thought I could
do more by offganizing farm workers than by
How to trymgmwa!:bmmmgryc!ﬁdrm. Huerta has
Nominate raiséd her ownt 11 children while organizing for
: thelasbrwanent.
The Museum
Shop

The Book Sho

achieve unemployment insurance, collective bargamnnghﬁ,mm-m
rights for farmworkers under the 1985 Rodino amnesty legalization progtam.
Huerta continues as an outstanding labor and political setivist. \

‘ To learn more, explore the books available at our Book Shop.




 Burke Marshall, 44 LLB ok Page 1 of 1

Yale Law School - Burke Marshall s . ' Page 10f 1

B.A., Yale, 1943, LL.B,, 1951. LL.D,, U. New Haven, 1990. Articles Ed. and Book Rev. Ed., Yale
L.J. Admitted to bar: DC, 1952. Memberz, Covington & Burling, 195161. Asst. U.S, Atty. Gen. for
Civil Rights Div., U.S. Dept. of Justice, 196165. Vice President and Gen. Counisel, IBM Corp., 1965-
69; Sr. Vice President, 196970. Prof., Yale, 197078; John Thomas Smith Prof., 197886; Katzenbach
Prof., 198693; Prof. Emeritus and Crawford Lecturer since 1993; Deputy Dean, 197075. Chairman,
Natl. Adv. Comm. on Selective Service. . : ) '

Anthor of: Federalism, and Civil Rights, 1964; The My Lai Massacre and lis Cover-Up: Beyond the

Limits of the Law? (with J. Goldstein and J.-Schwartz), 1976; The Supreme Court and Hisman Rights
(ed.), 1982; A Workable Government? {ed.), 1989.

" Subjects: Federal jurisdiction; legislation; political and civil rights; constitutional law.

@Yﬂe Law Schaool . oa 94

Last updated :12/11/1998 11:20:22 Page maintained by YLS Computer Services Web Team.




Sister Jean Marshall:

A Dominican nun, Sister Jean founded St. Rita's Immigrant and Refugee
Center in the University Heights neighborhood of the Bronx in 1983. The
center helps victimized immigrants from Vietnam, Cambodia, Russia, Albania,
Ethiopia, and Bosnia, and most recently linked Kosovar refugees to the
Area’s ethnic Albanians.

The Center, which is financed with city, state and federal funds, teached refugees and
immigrants English language skills, helps them find apartments, get food, work and
clothing, as well as health and social services. There is a staff of 10 as well as a two-
person staff at ancther satellite site in Queens.

Sister Jean has done a great deal of work with Amerasians, who have had
particular resettiement problems, helping to provide them with the skills
and education needed to qualify for jobs. The Center houses an alternative

St. Rita's has been home to fistfights and knife fights and small-unexplained fires.
According to Newsday, Sister Jean is not above hauling the combatants into
" ) heroffice by the scruff of their frayed collars. She is fluent in Spanish and Khmer.
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i b A BRIDGE

I emvision a bridge
Abridge bulder BUILDER
SUMMITS "The time is not far off
s i1 : when Black technicians, artisans and craftsmen
2 wﬂhelpmddaﬂomshmgmmoanewgmam
Summit -RevLeonSullivan
Summit 3
Summit 4 v
Summit 5§ THE REV. LEON SULLIVAN- ~ y
ACCOMPLISHMENTS _ Virginia,
. sl 3
Schools for Africa ' knee" of two
The Best Bankers reatest African Americans of the
Teachers for Africa n
Physicians for Africa
© ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS y
Advisory Committee
m{m
Supporters
Sponsors
Donors
D-inember Zion Baptist
&Manmmm portunities
Industrialization Ce ),,one of the nation’s comprehensive
andsuceaufultralnhg This -based organization
nowpmvidmnhmg , on to some.70 U.S. cities and 15
n cou Philippiies andPoland OIC has trained more than
3 million for jobs d
Rewv. Sulﬂvanhasbeenracogrﬁzedasamofu eled vision and
for the Nobel Peace Pr!ze,a\va ed-the president’s
Medal_omeedom.Br:npunofmSO and board
member of Mellon k and the Boy Rev. Sullivan has
mammmmwihmqpmﬁmsimJohnF

In 1971, Sullivan made history when he was electéd:to the Board of
Directors of General Motors. He was the first African American ever
elected to the board of a major corporation. In 1977, while still at General

corporati
business with South Africa’s racially d and helped to end
apanheld With the dhnmntﬂng of apartheid, Rev. Sullivan’s talent for
u%o to discuss intemdional issues and to find
solutions has bad to the establishment of the not-for-profit International
Foundatjon for Education and Self-Help (IFESH), sponsor of the first
African-African American Summit

ATrican - Alrican Amenican Summit 5040 East Shea Boulevard
Suite 260 Phoenix, AZ 85254 -4610
. Tek1- 800 - 835 - 3530 Fax: 1 -602 -443 - 1824

E-mail SUMMIT V@aol.com
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Belquis Ahmadi was bozn and raised in Kabul Afghanistan 27
.years.agao." ".She has worked for women’s. rights in Afghanistan
for ovex ten years, .She cuzrently servea.as an Advisor‘to o
the International ‘Human: Rights: Law Group’a work on s e
Afghaniatan., ‘She has-also’ been’ a member - :0f:1 h:.'. :
a,delegation to the, United Nations: COmmxssion -on: HumanﬂRights
in Geneva in. '1998-and’ 1999 where. she. eloquently ‘high¥ighted
the violations of: WOmen s rights in Afchanistan‘and: appealed o
" to the international community to support the rights of T e
women - in Afghanistan o/ : 2 .;«vﬂ o o

Ms. Ahmadi attended the I.aw I:"aculty of Kabul Univers:.ty and
at the same time worked with the International Committee of -
the Red Cross (ICRC) fizst as’ an interp:eter in'1988 and
later as a nurse. in tha ICRC War Wounded Hospital. In 1992
she was promoted to the position of Head Nurse and
Administrator. it e :

She has also worked as Officer Manager—with CARE _
International and later as Program Officer for Women’s ,“.-‘;', g
Affairs with. the. organization ACBAR" CAgency!Coozdinating Sl
Body. for Afghan: Relief).  She 4s ona- 33 the thzee fbunding B
members. of the Afghan’ WOmen's ‘Network that was started two. @ . .
'months before ‘the Taliban takeover of ' Kabul 4n '1996." Its e R

' 'purpose Was o cfeate iwareness among womern about their' L. ..

rights ang encourage them to take an” active role in the 'iewftﬁff-if'
,zecenstruction of Afghanistan.u__ fy i _ ) a e, ~“”' ‘

Ms. Ahmadi was one of the theusands of Afghan women who were '

- forced to give up their jobs and _stay . at home after: ‘the. £
- Taliban took control of Kabul .in”September 1996, - She

. subsequently moved to. Pakistan where .she worked from 1996-

".1999 as.Program Officer for Women’s Affairs at ACBAR in
Peshawar. . With. the -support of refugee students in Peshawar,
she also formed ‘the. Refugee Students’ Union:din 1997. She -

| continued ber wotk s ‘Coordinator of. the.Afghan Women’s
"Network and the Students' Union until January 1999

:3 nuaL 1999 Ms, Ahmadi arrived;in tha' Unitedetates asfﬁ'” ¥
reg%geerf ‘Bhe.’ riow’ works full- time and:Al8q: atudies

In

- is raising ‘her ‘two teenage sisters:, and brother.: She haa -
‘written a -number of artlcles ‘and papers on. the struggle for
' women’s human rights in.Afghanistan._f_,au S b 3

yoeW. %
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GUEST LIST

Awardees and Family

Charlotte A. Bunch

Winifred Bunch (sister)

Dolores Huerta

Burke Marshall

Violet Marshall (wife)

Jean Marshall (daughter)

Catherine Marshall (daughter)
Nelson Bakermar (husband of Catie)
Grace and Pembroke Hart(sister and brother-in-law)
Sister Jean Marshall

Rev. Leon Sullivan |

Grace Sullivan (wife)

Guests

Karen Abuzayd
UNHCR

Mahnaz Afkhami
Sisterhood Is Global Institute -

Belquis Ahmadi

Zekia Ahmadzai, Senior Social Worker for Afghan Women
International Rescue Committee

Gani Mete Beqiri (Kosovar refugee) — Guest of Sister Jean Marshall

Robert Bonsignore
Akin Gump



Beverly Bruce, Chair
Women’s Commission for Refugee Women and Children

Ria Burghardt, Development Director
International Human Rights Law Group

Holly Burkhalter
Physicians for Human Rights

Sister Judy Cannon, RSM
Leadership Conference of Women Religious

. Roxanna Carrillo — Guest of Charlotte Bunch

Vilay Chaleunrath
Indochinese Community Center

Thomasenia G. Cotton, President & CEO
OIC of America — Guest of Rev. Leon Sullivan

Juewel Daney — Guest of Charlotte Bunch
Alicia Fernandez-Mott — Guest of Dolores Huerta

Felice Gaer, Director
Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement of Human nghts

Sister Theresa Girolamo — Guest of Sister Jean Marshall
Mary Hartman — Guest of Charlotte Bunch

Pharis Harvey
International Labor Rights, Education, and Rwearch Fund

Jack Healy, President
Human Rights Action Center

Arlene Holt, Assistant to the President
AFL-CIO

Gloria Johnson, President
Coalition of Labor Union Women

Sister Kathleen Kane — Guest of Sister Jean Marshall



Rachel Kyte
World’s Conservation Union

Bette Bao Lord — 1998 Winner

Elisa Massimino
Lawyers Committee for Human Rights

Sameena Nazir
International Human Rights Law Group
Women’s Rights Advocacy Program

Karen Nussbaum
AFL-CIO

Eleanor Smeal
Feminist Majority Foundation

Prof. Alva Smith

John Salzberg
Center for Victims of Torture

Dorothy Thomas — 1998 Winner

Sima Wali, Director
Refugee Women in Development

'Dr. C. T. Wright, Executive Director .
International Foundation of Education a.nd Self-Help (IFESH), Inc.

Carol Yost
Asia Foundation
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The President’s Interagency Council on Women

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton  ®  Secretary of State Madeleine K. Albright *  Secretary of Health and Human Services
Honorary Chair Chair Donna Shalala, Immediate Past Chair

DATE: / a//*a/? 7

PHONE: (202) 647 - FAX: (202) 647 - 5337

MESSAGE:

ﬁw:ﬁﬂi“%‘zﬁgm
/] -

NUMBER OF PAGES (INCLUDING COVER SHEET): ( 0”{

United States Departmerft of State ® 2201 C St., NW ¢ Room 6936 * Washington, D.C. 20520
lephone (202)647-6227 © Fax (202)647-5337
tep://secretary.state.gov/www/iacw/index.html
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BELQUIS AHMADI

Belguis Ahmadi was born and raised in Kabul Afghanistan 27
years ago. She has worked for women’s rights in Afghanistan
for over ten years. She currently serves as an Advisor to
the International Human Rights Law Group’s work on
Afghanistan. She has also been a member of the Law Group’s
delegation to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights
in Geneva in 1998 and 1999 where she eloquently highlighted
the violations of women’s rights in Afghanistan and appealed
to the international community to support the rights of
women in Afghanistan.

Ms. Ahmadi attended the Law Faculty of Kabul University and
at the same time worked with the International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC) first as an interpreter in 1988 and
later as a nurse in the ICRC War Wounded Hospital. In 1992
she was promoted to the position of Head Nurse and
Administrator.

She has also worked as Officer Manager with CARE
International and later as Program Officer for Women’s
Affairs with the organization ACBAR (Agency Coordinating
Body for Afghan Relief). She is one of the three founding
members of the Afghan Women’s Network that was started two
months before the Taliban takeover of Kabul in 1996. Its
purpose was to create awareness among women about their
rights and encourage them to take an active role in the
reconstruction of Afghanistan.

Ms. Ahmadi was one of the thousands of Afghan women who were
forced to give up their jobs and stay at home after the
Taliban took control of Kabul in September 1996. She
subsequently moved to Pakistan where she worked from 1996-
1999 as Program Officer for Women’s Affairs at ACBAR in
Peshawar. With the support of refugee students in Peshawar,
she also formed the Refugee Students’ Union in 1997. She
continued her work as Coordinator of the Afghan Women’s
Network and the Students’ Union until January 1999.

In January 1999, Ms. Ahmadi arrived in the United States as
a refugee. She now works full time and also studies
political science at a university. She is guardian of and
is raising her two teenage sisters and brother. She has
written a number of articles and papers on the struggle for
women’s human rights in Afghanistan.

@oo2



Steven J. Naplan
12/03/99 04:04:42 PM

Record Type: Record

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message

cc:
Subject: CFR's Barney Rubin says ...

Council on Foreign Relations' highly regarded South Asia expert Barney Rubin says that an Afghan with
the last name "Ahmadi" almost certainly reflects nothing more than the likely fact of having a father named
"Mohammad."

Most significantly, he says that he has never heard of an Afghan who was a member of the Ahmadi
sect.

Looking forward to what Don Camp learns. (Hopefully something consistent!)
will review with everyone on 4:30 conf call
Thank's again to Charles Brown for sharp thinking and good heads-up call.

SN

Message Sent To:

Julie D. Eddy/WHO/EOP@EOP
Maureen T. Shea/WHO/EOP@EOP
Katharine Button/WHO/EOP@EOP
Donald A. Camp/NSC/EOP@EOP
charlesjbrown@hotmail.com
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The President’s Interagency Council on Women

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton  ®  Secretary of State Madeleine K. Albright *  Secretary of Health and Human Scrvices
Honorary Chair Chair Donna Shalala, Immediate Past Chair

DATE:

ORGANIZATION: y
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United States Department of State ® 2201 C St., NW * Room 6936 * Washington, D.C. 20520
Telephone (202)647-6227 * Fax (202)647-5337
http://secretary.state. gov/www/iacw/index.html
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Folder: Inbox

From: Belquis Ahmadi <belquisa@yahoo.com> Save Address Block Sender
To: Alyse Nelson <vitalvoices@hotmail.com>
Subject: Re: speech for International Human Rights Day
Date: Fri, 3 Dec 1999 11:53:55 -0800 (PST)
Reply Reply All Forward Delete Previous Next : Close

Dear Alyse,

I apologize for not submiting this to you on time, i
am sorry it is not in good order. please call me if
you have more questions.

Dear Alyse,

I apologize for the delay. Please contact me if you
have further guestions. I can be reached through my
email or my work number, which is 314-457-9224.

My life and thousands of others changed overnight.

In 1996 I was working as office manager in an agency
of about 350 people. My job included supervising
engineers and employees werking on projects that
invelved higher education, the water department and
health management. I worked with men and women, and
the decisions that I made at my work affaected many
pecple in the community.

On September 25, this was my life; on September 26,
1996 everything changed.

I no lenger was allcwed to go to work. I turned on
the radio, and heard the announcement that women were
not allowed to work anymore. Girls were not allowed to
go to school. Women had to wear burga outside the home
and needed to be accompanied by a male. In 1997 all
medical services and hospitalization was suspended for
women,

The freedoms and violations did not just occur outside
cof the home, but inside as well. We were not allowed
to listen to music or watch TV. Women were even
allowed to walk freely inside of their homes.

Homes and buildings where women were present had to
have painted windows. Women were not allowed to look
out of the windows. because a woman was not allowed to
walk in front of an unpainted

.../getmsg?disk=209.185.130.49_d328&login=vitalvoices&f=35840&curmbox=ACTIVE& lang 12/3/99
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recorders, and musical instruments. All weapons were
taken from homes.

The Taliban encouraged people to report and spy on
their neighbors; for example, reporting that a family
had a gun would cause the Taliban to search the home.
Tf the family did not have a gun they had to buy one
to give the Taliban just because it had been reported
py a neighbor.

My father had a long beard when he visited me in
pakistan. I didn't recognize my own father. When I
sent him pictures, he couldn't take them from his
office to his home because he would have been searched
on the streets or on the bus and photographs are
illegal.

1 consider myself very lucky to be able to describe
the situation. I can not emphasis enough the value of
groups IHRLG, the US embassy in Pakistan, the United
Nations, without their help I would not be here
speaking to you today.

The situation continues today and millions of people
are affected by the war and the oppressed political
situation. Today people are being forced to diszppear,
people have lost lives, family members, basic human
rights, human dignity and rights to be respected.
Soon, they might lose something that destroys
numanity. They might lose hope. The rest of the world
should not allow this to happen. There is a need to
end the war, and there is a need for internal and
external pressure to be placed on the Taliban so that
these violations of human rights do not continue.
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December 1, 1999

TO: Katy Button for Melanne Verveer
FROM: Lois Gochnauer, President’s Interagency Council
For Women Cﬁ

SUBJECT: Afghan woman speaker for the Human Rights Day
Ceremony

Attached is a bio of Belquis Ahmadi, the young Afghan
refugee woman this office would like to see speak at the
Human Rights Day Ceremony. I have alsoc attached an article
that appeared in the London edition of Marie Claire
magazine about Ms. Ahmadi. To protect her, however, she
was given a different name.

She has been highly recommended by our Refugee Coordinator,
Tom Hushek, at our Embassy in Islamabad and the former
Refugee Coordinator who is now with our Mission to the UN
in Geneva, Linda Thomas Greenfield. Both know her.

Ms. Ahmadi left Afghanistan after the Taliban took control
pecause her two sisters could not go to schoocl. She took
her two younger sisters and brother tc Peshawar so they
could continue their education.

She accompanied the International Human Rights Law Group to
Geneva in 1998 and 1999 where she gave an eloguent
statement before the UN Human Rights Commissioen about human
rights in Afghanistan. She impressed everyone. This was
courageous because she had toc return to Peshawar after
that.

She was subsequently resettled as a woman at risk in
January 1999 in St. Louis, Missouri. She is not the
typical Afghan activist on the Feminist Majority’s circuit.
Rather, she is trying to build a new life in America and
maintains a genuine love of her homeland. At age 28, she
is the guardian of her two younger sisters and brother, all
teenagers. She is raising them in St. Louis and working at
the Hilton Hotel to make ends meet. One the side, she is
taking some courses at a university there. Her parents and
one handicapped sister remain in Kabul.

Attachments: Biography
Marie Claire article
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Bio- Ms. Belggi - >
Current addrgss: : Colim wll e | = O

Apt. 4, 4600
Saint Louis,

0 63111 = V=

Belquis Ahmagi is 28 years old women’s rights activist from Alghunistan. She has worked for
wormen's rightd in Afghanistan for over ten years. Currently, she is Afghanistan Advisor for the
Women's Rights Advocacy Program of Washington DC bascd non-profit organization, the
International an Rights Law Group. Ms, Ahmadi has highlighted the women's rights
situation in hanistan at the United Nations Commission on Human Rights in Geneva as a
NGO delegatioh member of International Human rights Law Group in 1998 and 1999.

Ms. Ahmadi ispne of the three founding members of the Afghan Women's Network which was
started in Kabul in 1996 after the Taliban takeover of the Afghan capital. She has also worked as
for Women's Affairs at ACBAR (Agency Coordinating Body for Afghan
Relief) in Peshawar, Pakistan and Kabul, Afghanistan from 1996 to 1999, Earlicr. Ms. Ahmadi
worked as Offi¢e Manager {or CARE International office in Kabul, Afphanistan from 1995 to
1996. She starfed her work for women as a Deputy Head Nurse and Administrator for the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRW) at the War Wounded Hospitul in Kabul,

e for women’s human rights in Afghanistan.
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\en the ultra-relicious Taliban miliia seized control of the Alghan 4
capital, Kabul, last year. the city's female populaton became g
brisoners overtight. Subject to the most repressve controls yet '
cceon in the Islamic world, they were forced into 4 medieval

existence, policed ky a brutal and ignorant regime. Breshna
Baktash 26, escaped the Taliban to a life of relative freedom in

neighbouring Pakistan. Here, at great risk: to her own safety, alS
recounts her final days in Kabul. Photographs by Mick Danziger

eldest of three brothers and lour sisters. She l=arned

English ot school and later ot hame, wath the:
gncourag=ment of har mothzr In 1979, when she was s2ven.
e Saviet Upion invaded Alghan.stan. 4nd the: mojahadeen
fislamic warrior=) launched 3 jiierd (holy war) aganst the
Soviel Army, Atter leaving sehoul, Breshna studied law at
wabul Univarsity, but 3he Abandened ner conrae when i was
made compulsory tar sludents 19 jein the Comrmunist Farty.
In 19838 the Soviets pulled cut of Afghanistan, but tignung
continued until 1922 when the majahadacn tinally fopplad
the country’s Mosraw-bi kel COMMUAIST govarnmen,
since then, Afghanistan has besn racked by lactional
infighting — r=n< of thousants ot Afghans have digd and
countlass mors have been woundea,
Qn l2aving college, Sreshna tound a
(ol with 3 Swiss 3id organisation.
working first 3% an intarpratar and
then as 3 heslts worker. When tie
Taliban took Kabul in September
last year. she was foned to Qive: U
her jub ana stay at hermne with hsr
mother and sisters, Eventualiy. 5ha
fled to Pakistan., whers sha now
werks for an aogency assisting
ather Afghan vormen (etugues.

Bra_:hna Baklash™ was hom znd raised in K abul, the

Breshna has wetien his parsonal
ateount for Maris Crzir= i the
Ny alf InspIring Gritizh veomer
10 1aker aution 1o andd the plight

ol women in Afghanistal

a4 new Jife: at
vierk apd home
iy Pakistan
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TALKING POINTS ON WOMEN OF AFGHANISTAN
For Human Rights Day
December 6, 1999

Situation of women and girls in Afghanistan:

The situation of women and girls in Afghanistan has remained mostly unchanged
since 1998. Although there have been reports of relaxation in their implementation,
most of the Taliban’s gender policies remain in place. In addition, the hurnanitarian
situation for all Afghans, and particularly the most vulnerable women and children,
continues to deteriorate as a consequence of the ongoing civil war between the mainly
Pashtu Taliban and the mainly minority-dominated Northern Alliance.

The situation of women and girls deteriorated rapidly with the resumption of fighting
between the Afghan factions in 1992. Lawlessness, rape and kidnapping were
rampant throughout much of the country, as a welter of local militia commanders
dominated the country. When the Taliban appeared on the scene in 1994, they
enjoyed a series of rapid victories and were initially popular with many that were tired
of the war and general anarchy. When they took over Kabul in 1996, they began to
enforce a series of ultra-conservative social strictures, many of which impacted
women and their position in society. Although Afghan women traditionally have
suffered disadvantages in many areas of Afghan society prior to the civil war, a
limited but growing number of Afghan women, particularly in urban areas, worked
outside the home in nontraditional roles. There were female lawyers, government
officials and doctors in Kabul. These educated women have suffered the most from
the Taliban’s restrictions.

The Taliban forbade women to work outside the home, but soon allowed exceptions
for female doctors and nurses in restricted circumstances and have since stated that
widows could work outside the home to support their families. In urban areas,
women were forbidden to leave home unless accompanied by a male relative. Some
changes have taken place since then. Women now can appear on the streets alone.
However, particularly in cities, when they go out they must wear a traditional long
robe called the “burga” covering them from head to toe. A small mesh covered
opening about five inches square provides the only means to see. Some women have
been beaten by the Taliban "religious police" on the street for failure to wear the
burqa or for not being fully covered.

The burqa is a traditional women'’s garment in Afghanistan, and is sirnilar to garments
worn in a number of other Muslim countries. Many Afghan women wore the burqa
before the Taliban took control. However, wearing the burqa was not part of a legally
enforced dress code, as the Taliban have decreed. (The Taliban also enforce a dress
code for men, which includes an obligatory wearing beards of a certain length.) Many
women in Kabul, as well as most rural women, typically appeared in public wearing
scarves that just covered the head. Many rural women continue to be unveiled today.
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featured speaker at today’s event: (The Law Group should also be recognized by
the President and First Lady): .

The International Human Rights Law Group (in particular Sameena Nazir and executive
director, Gay McDougall) have been instrumental in arranging for the appearance of Ms.
Belquis Ahmadi, who will be recognized and, we expect, a featured speaker at today’s
White House event.

The Intemational Human Rights Law Group is a non-profit organization of human rights
and legal professionals engaged in human rights advocacy, litigation and training around
the world. It works in 85 countries during its 20-year history. The Women’s Rights
Advocacy Program of the Law Group supports the work of women’s rights activists in
Afghanistan, Morocco, Yemen, Pakistan and Turkey to help empower local women’s
groups and to ensure that women everywhere enjoy the full range of human rights.

Ms. Belquis Ahmadi, an Afghan refugee from Kabul, has courageously worked for
women’s rights in Afghanistan for over ten years. She currently serves as an Advisor to
the International Human Rights Law Group’s work on Afghanistan. She has also been a
member of the Law Group’s delegation to the United Nations Commission on Human
Rights in Geneva in 1998 and 1999 where she eloquently highlighted the violations of
women’s rights in Afghanistan and appealed to the international community to support
the rights of women in Afghanistan.

U.S. government's public condemnation of the Taliban's treatment of women:

U.S. government officials have all condemned the treatment of women and girls of
Afghanistan by the Taliban,

President Clinton:

* President Clinton pledged this government's continued assistance to "women
suffering under the Taliban regime in Afghanistan" at the December 10, 1998 Human
Rights Day ceremony.

e The President pledged U. S. assistance to Afghan women and girls suffering under the
Taliban at the March 11, 1998 International Women's Day celebration,

* In ajoint statement issued on December 4, 1998, President Clinton and the then
Prime Minister of Pakistan, Mohammad Nawaz Sharif, "...agreed to work for an
immediate end to the conflict in Afghanistan and the restoration of durable peace,
stability and normalcy in the country based on the principals of sovereignty, territorial
integrity and non-interference in internal affairs, as well as a political reconciliation
and respect for the human rights of all Afghan citizens, including women and girls
and ethnic minorities."

@oo7
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* Ata Vogue magazine reception on October 26, 1999, the President stated, “And the
last thing I would like to say, because no one has mentioned this yet - perhaps the
most difficult place in the world for women today is still Afghanistan, And I hope
that the fact that we have had two Afghan women here in one of our human rights
events, and the fact that we continue to push for changes in the lives of those people
and to take as many in as we can here, will someday lead to a change in that country -
because no women should have to undergo what those women have experienced.”

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton:

 First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton has consistently spoken out against the treatment
of women by the Taliban in forums around the world. At the Human Rights Day
ceremony December 10, 1998, she recognized two Afghan women in the audience for
their invaluable work on behalf of women and girls of Afghanistan and said "We
cannot allow these terrible crimes against women and girls - and, truly, against all of
humanity - to continue with impunity. We must all make it unmistakably clear this
terrible suffering inflicted on the women and girls of Afghanistan is not cultural, it is
criminal, And we must do everything we can in our power to stop it."

e At the United Nations International Women's Day celebration on March 4, 1999, the
First Lady said "There probably is no more egregious and systematic trampling of
fundamental rights of women today than what is happening in Afghanistan under the
iron rule of the Taliban."

* In her remarks at the United Nations on the 50th Anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights on December 10, 1997, the First Lady spoke about the
importance of education for girls and the Taliban's prevention of girls from receiving
an education. "Two-thirds of the 96 million people worldwide who can neither read
nor write are women. Even now, the Taliban in Afghanistan are blocking girls from
attending school. Not only that - they are blocking those, like Emma Bonino,
European Commissioner for Humanitarian Affairs, who would speak out on behalf of
this injustice," '

Secretary of State Madeleine Albright:

e Secretary of State Albright aptly characterized the Taliban's treatment of women in
Afghanistan as "despicable" when she visited the Nasir Bagh refugee camp in
Pakistan in 1997, She said "We are opposed to their [the Taliban] approach to human
rights, to their despicable treatment of women and children, and their lack of respect
for human dignity, in a way more reminiscent of the past than the future."

* Atthe March 11, 1998 International Women's Day celebration, Secretary Albright
said "In Afghanistan, all the major factions are guilty of violence against women. But
the most powerful, the Taliban, are determined to drag Afghan women from the dawn
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Karl F. Inderfurth, Assistant Secretary for South Asian Affairs:

* On April 14, 1999 before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee/Subcommittee on
Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs, Assistant Secretary Inderfurth referred to the
situation of women in Afghanistan. “We are also paying very close attention to the
Taliban’s reprehensible policies toward women, raising this issue directly with the
Taliban and senior Pakistani officials as well as speaking out publicly in international
fora.”
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ihelg@aol,com 20k you Mr. Chairperson: -

’ In ghanistan, viglence 322iDST women occurs at various levels, eluding the

g S reported by the Special Rapporteur on Violeacs Against Women, Thijs
the Special Rapporteur has focused on violeacs 2gainsT women during armmed
conflict. Today, women in Afghanjstan are facing violence as result of staregjc

- Me. irperson:

As the world Preparss to enter the 2 # featury, the wormen in Afghanistag are

being forced to disappear from Public [ife. Today, Afghan women are being

forced o adopt a culhire defined by men and carried our by teen age boys who

have the 2uns to silence anyone who disobeys. - .
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Nz, Chairperson:
: |

ion faces a challenge. Will the world community step backwards and give up the

This Commisg
already secured as fundameatal rights of 2!l humnan beings ?

ngats we have
violence against women has continued in vartous forms during its 20 years of

For example in 1980s, the Soviet soldiers held Afghan women hostage for
and raped the victims and threw their bodies in the straats at night.

In Afghanistan
armed :or_ﬂicgr

money, tortur

From 1992 to date, various Mujahedeen factions torture, rape and gang rape women for
revenge. As the Special rapporteur ha§ stated in this year's repor, it is the perczived honor of the
enzry that s targeted 10 the perpetration of sexual violeace against women.

With the arrivd] of Taliban in 1994, extreme forms of violence against women wers imposed in
the name of pehes, religion, and culture. Taliban leaders argue that they do not rape women but
protact them by making sur that women do not come out of their homes. In November 1996, ... .
women in Herdt city held a peaceful demonstration to protest against such policies. They wers
iban police. Two women were killed and twenty others were imprisoned. Due to
’ thousands of war widows are practically locked inside their homes.

Human Rights Law Group welcomes the report of Special Rapporteur on
Violence Agaidst Women. We regret that her joint mission with the Special Rapporteur on
Afghanistan colild not take place and we hope that she can visit Afzhanistan in 1998.

We urge the Sppecial Rapporteur to examine the link between sconomic hardships and violence
against women (in Afghanistan.

Mr. Chairpersop:
ears, this Commission has adopted strong resolutions to highlight the siruation

For the last tw : 4 :
oF Somen's h‘i:i rights in Afghanistan and to appeal for peacs. While, these resolutions are
exzemely imp t to declare that the world community is concerned about violence against

women in Afghanistan, the Afghan women have found that these resolutions are not enough to
restore their hurhan rights. Itis now time to move from fine words to firm actions.

M. Chairpcrsc&i

The armed confiict in Afghanistan has continucd for 20 years for many reasons. One of the main
nrinued supply of weapons to Afghanistan bv a number of countries who arc

reasons 1s the cd :
us factions. The fighting will not end until the flow of arms is ended.

supporung varig
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Mer. Chairperson:
Wz welcome the «fferts of the intematiopal community for the economic rehabilitation of
Afghanistan. Viclen¢e decreases when families have economic security. We wge the member
states of this Comumibsion to ensure that Afghan women also beneSt from such =Sorts.

Mr. Chairperson:

[n the absence of a Ll_niﬁedjudicia.! system, women victims of violence have no place to seek
justice in Afghanistah. We urge the Commission to set up a Field Office of the High
Commissioner for Hjrnan Rights in Afghanistan which can monitor violations and provide
appropriate protectioh and assistance. This Commission should ensure that this office is staffed
with women, so that Afghan women, including those speaking only local languages, can also
contact it withour fear of reprisal. ' '

Mr. Chairperson: i
{
We urge the memberstates of this Commission to wke practical steps for establishing peace in i

Afghanistan by requesting all warring factions to resolve their differences through dialogue and
by bolding free and fir elections in which all Afghan men and womeg can participate.

The armed conflict in] Afghanistan has affected women in extreme ways. Afghan women have

suffered long enough|in this international politics of warm waters, cold war and oil and gas '
pipelines, Today, they are being forced to disappear, Afghan women have lost lives, family :
members, basic b rights, buman dignity and right to be respected. Soon, they might lose ;
something that d s humanity. L

M. Chairperson:
They might loss hope} The international community should pot let that happen.

Thank yow

For more information, please contact: International Human Rights Law Group
§200, 187 street NW, suite 602, Washingtan DC 20036
Ph: 202-822 4600 - Fax: 202 822 4606




