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" Seeing-other people in

Holiday Came Early
For Hl ary, Chelsea-

his Thanksgiving, my fam-
ily and I had a lot to give
thanks for as we sat around

our dinner table. The past year
has given us personal blessings,

such as Zachary, my brother

Tony's newborn son, and our
health. We also are

we visited i8 making against over-
whelming poverty and internal
political strife, especially in India.
We saw evidence of this at Moth-
er Teresa's orphanage in New
Delhi and when we talked with
women college-students who were

: * pursuing business ca-

grateful for the op-
portunities we’ve had
to work and travel on
behalf of America.

other places always
adds a new perspec-
tive to .our vision of
our own country and
our nwn lives. :

In particular, Chel-
sea and 1 were moved
by the trip we took
together through
South Asia last
spring. We had an un- -
forgettable time everywhere we
went. ] Y

We wore shalwar kameez, the
native dress of Pakistan, to an
exotic dinner in an ancient fort
illuminated by candles, where we
were entertained by dancing cam-
els. When we visited the Taj
Mahal in India, Chelsea wanted
our guide to tell us every story
about its construction and tragic
past. We rode elephants in Nepal,
visited a village of Hindu un-
touchables in Bangladesh and
watched a colorful parade at a
Buddhist temple in Sri Lanka.

We were impressed by ine

“progress cach of the five countrics’

< Hmy
- CUNTON

reers in Lahore. We
..-8aw it at a rural bank
.founded and run by

.madabad and when
" “we made a pilgrimage

. Gandhi.

|. . “visit, we saw. grass-
. roots: efforts to bring

basi¢ health care to
- pregnant women and
babies .and expand
economic and politi-
r cal opportunities for
women and the poor.

During our travels, I thought
.about what ‘it means to be an
American and about the many
blessings we take for granted. In
each country, we met democrati-
cally elected leaders who had suf-

- fered imprisonment, torture or

exile and survived the assassina-
tions of loved ones.

Many.people told us how much
they admired our country. Some
quoted leaders such as Thomas
Jefferson, Abraham Lincola and
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Oth-
=ro cxpressed appreciation for

*their educetion in our universities ' -

“or aid théy hlld‘ 'H.;‘ceiy'éﬂ. ‘

NSl

..poor. women in Ah- - °

' to the birthplace of*

-+ ‘®*Throughout our

I remembof' most a'- young.
Peace Corps volunteer I met in-

Katmandu. . . = =~ ‘..o 0"

.She had walked 10" hours to
catch-'a bus from the  remote
village where she-lived in a house
without water or. electricity. She
described her work at a school
where ‘nearly - all students were
boys, since ‘most girls were still

.denied schooling and were often

married by the age of 12o0r 13.
She loved her experienc2 in
Nepal but missed her family and
daily life in-America that she had
taken for granted. She missed
safe drinking water "that came
from a faucet, baths anytime-and

electricity available around the -

clock. She also missed being able
to eat meats and vegetables with-

out worrying they. would make - - i
**~her sick,; paved roads and working "r‘6§ds of*
¢ 0 el < i R A

-cars, and especially free public
schools that taught both }goya and
- I was glad Chelsea was with me .

80 she could see for hergelf how
other people live and work. In

- fact, I wish I could have taken
every American teenager on that .

trip. We have 8o many blessings
here—mostly because millions of

-other people paid the .price for

tha life we enjoy today and be-
cause we have a stable democratic
government that provides public
services that benefit us all.

I realize how easy it is' for
Americans to overlook what we
have achieved through "govern-
ment and what our government
does for us every day. Few among
us remember the time when many
Americans didn’t have electricity,
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worry about the dangers of unsafe
water unless. we hear about a

. temporary " problem somewhere

that we assume government will
soon remedy. We take for granted
the cleaner air we breathe and the
lakes and:rivers we can swim and
fish in today that were polluted a
few years ago. We. forget the
positive ways our. lives have been
improved during this century be-
cause we have a government will-
ing to solve problems people face
in their daily lives. R

Every time I complain—or hear k1
someone criticize our govern- .

ment—I think about the.placgy’
I've visited and the people I hgve
met who only dream of the free.:
doms and privileges we enjoy.iy
And I try to remember .ho#
blessed America is, - notsjust ‘at/

‘Thanksgiving but all yesixi:-.
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Religlous diversity enriches all Americans
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. This week, for the first time in
American history, the White
House hosted a celebration of an
Islamic holiday. It was long over-
due:*

~To mark the end of the holy
ntonth of Ramadan. the most im-
portant Muslim holiday of the
ycar. I welcomed 200 men. wom-

n and children (and cven some
sleepmg babies) from across the
country to the Indian Treaty
Rdom of the Old Executive Office
Building.

‘There were prayers and
sp;cches and a feast of tradi-
tlovnal dishes. including meat
dumplings, pita bread. hummus (a
spicy garbanzo bean dip). baba
ghinouj (an eggplant dip), tab-
boulch (a salad of parsley, toma-
toes and cracked wheat) and pas-
trleq

Like 1 bllllon other Muslims
.nround the world, these American
Muslims had just finished lasting
fromp sunrise until sundown for 30
days. Ramadan is a special time
fou families, when parents and
thér children practice self-disci-
pliné and deny themselves food
andswater to gain greater com-
passion for the poor.

As I shared in this historic cel-
ebtation of joy, love and family
life;.I couldn't help thinking of
how ‘we, as a society. too often
miS-characterize Islam and those
wiln-adhere to its teachings.

Nhink back to the Oklahoma
Ci rbombing and some of the re-

}nons that immediately fol-
lo ¢d, and you'll know what I'm
gelfing at. Moments afler the ex-

Hillary
Rodham *%zi
Clinton ¥ o >

Talking

The reality is that the
vast majority of the
estimated 4 million
Muslims in the United
States are loyal citizens
whose daily lives
revolve around work,
family and community.

plosion. Muslins were publicly
presumed to have been responsi-
ble. While police searched for sus-

pects, many Muslims in this coun-_

try felt afraid to leave their
homes. Mosques and I{slamic cen-
ters received threatening phone
calls.

While news stories about Mus-
lims often focus on extremists like
those responsible for the World
Trade Center bombing and other
acts of terrorism. it's not fair to
apply such a negative stercotype
to all Muslims.

The reality is that the vast ma-
jority of the estimated 4 million
Muslims in the United States are
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loyal citizens whose daily lives re-
volve around work. family and
community.

Pcople who find spiritual guid-
ance and sustenance in Islam rep-
resent all walks of American life.
They range from well-known
celebrities like Houston Rockets
star Hakeem Olajuwon to tom-
munity leaders like Dr. Laila Al
Marayati, a California physician
who served on the U.S. delegation
to the Women's Conference in
Beijing. to  Chaplain  Abdul-
Rasheed Muhammad. the first Is-
lamic chaplain in the U.S. Army,
who offered a prayer at the Whne
House ceremony.

There are also children like
Marwa Al-Khairo, a Girl Scout
and anaspiring doctor who loves
books by Judy Blume and Mark
Twain. She. her two younger
brothers and her Iraqi-born par-
ents joined many other families at
the White llousce celebration.

Standing on the dais, her
green felt hat barely reaching
above the microphone, she of-
fered the most poignant reminder
of why a celebration of Ramadan
at the White House was as im-
portant to all Americans as to
those in the room.

“Only in America. people from
different parts of the world can
come together and become one
community,” she said. “I am
proud to be an American. And I
am proud to be an American Mus-
lim,” she added. before ending
her speech with a plug for her
mosque's baklava, a favorite pas-
try.

‘Sharing in celebratlon of Ramadan

Marwa’s life is no different in
many respects from that of other
American sixth-graders. But lis-
tening to her, I thought about how
hopeful it is for our country that
children herc can grow up like
Marwa, fluent not only in the ways
of America but also in their own
cultural and religious traditions.

I am grateful that my own
daughter has had the chance to
study Islamic¢ history in high
school. certainly not an option for
my generation. In fact. Chelsea
was so enthusiastic about the
course that when we traveled to
South Asia together last year. she
provided a running commentary
on everything we did and saw.

Learning about all of the cul-
tures that have enriched our so-
ciety also enhances our under-
standing of what it means to be
American. We are, afler all. a na-
tion of immigrants and diverse re-
ligious beliefs.

In the past, children of other
faiths have had the opportunity to
observe their major holidays at
the White House. There have
been parties at Christmas and a
ceremony to light the menorah at
the beginning of Hanukkah. And
thousands of children come to the
annual Easter 2gg roll on the
South Lawn in the spring.

Now, I hope, Marwa and other
Muslim children will also feel that
their religien has a place in their
president’s house.

?

Witte to Hillary Rodham Clinton at Cre- -

ators Syndicate. 5777 W. Century BMd.,
Suite 700, Los Angeles, Calif. 90045.
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nsurers Add to
joms. Bahies

efore my daughter was born,
BI did evervthing I could

think of to prepare for the
arrival of my new baby.

I asked my doctor hundreds of
questions. I read every book 1
could get my hands on. And my
husband and I went together to
childbirth classes.

Even so, I was in for some
surprises.

I remember lying in bed a few
days after Chelsea’s birth, when I
was still getting accus-
tomed to breast-feed-

4

company said it would not pay for
more than three days in the hospi-
tal. In the end, the company did
cover a longer stay, but only be-
cause her doctor spent hours on
the phone arguing that it was
medically unsafe to send her home.
Unfortunately, some doctots
won’t take on such battlés because
they fear being dropped by the
managed care- companies with
which they do business. .
Another friend’s wife was cov-
ered for seven days in
. - the hospital after a

ing. Suddenly, I no-
ticed foam in her nose.
Afraid that she was
convulsing, - I pushed
every call button with-
in reach.

When the nurse ar-
rived, she assured me
that I was simply hold-
ing the baby at an awk-
ward angle, making it
difficult for her to
swallow the milk she
took in.

That wasn’t the only
time nurses came to
my rescue during my stay at the

hospital. Thev taught me to bathe °

and feed my daughter, and also
gave me a chance to recover from
the emotional and physical toll of a
Caesarean section. .

Nowadays, experiences like
mine are far more‘ common in
countries like Australia, Germany,
Japan, Ireland and France than
here in the United States. v

As insurance companies look for
wayvs to cut costs, new mothers
routinely are rushed out of the
hospital 24 hours after an uncom-
plicated birth and three days after
a Caesarean. :

I have one friend who was preg-
nant with twins and began hemor-
rhaging during labor. ‘She had to

undergo an emergency Caesarean

under full anesthesia. After the
delivery, she was severely anemic
and was placed in intensive care.
Even so, based on a “checklist”
of medical factors, her insurance

complicated child-
birth. But the insur-
ance company
wouldn’t cover the
child after three days,
making it impossible
for the mother to nurse
the baby and much
more difficult for
mother and child to
bond.

When my friend was
told the child was con-
sidered independent of
its mother, he asked,
“Do you expect the
baby to walk down to the parking
lot and drive himself home?”

Insurance companies insist that
limiting a baby’s time in the hospi-

_ tal is not only a money-saver, but

it also }educes exposure to hospital
germs. ¢

Most experts agree there is little
medical risk to the majority of new
mothers and' babies discharged in
the first 24 hours. But what hap-

pens if the baby develops an infec- .

tion or other complication like
jaundice that only becomes appar-
ent on the second or third day
after birth? What if the new moth-
er has difficulty learning to breast-
feed properly, which could result
in dehydration or other serious
problems for her baby?

Insurance companies say most
new mothers are entitled to home
visits by a nurse who can help spot
problems after they leave the hos-
pital. ]

But the reality is that many
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insurance companies only cover
one home visit per patient; others
simply provide for a phone consul-
tation with a nurse in the days
after childbirth.

A retired transit worker in New
Jersey, Dominick A: Ruggiero Jr.,
told this story to the New Jersey
legislature earlier this year:

His niece had an uneventful
pregnancy and childbirth and was -
discharged after 28 hours. At
home, however, her baby, Miche-
lina, suddenly took a turn for the
worse. A nurse was supposed to
visit the home on the second day
but never came. When the family

‘been born.

Several times, the family called
the pediatrician, who said the baby
had a mild case of jaundice and did
not need to be examined.

The baby died from a treatable
infection when she was 2 days old.

Thanks in part to Ruggiero’s
testimony, New Jersey now has a
law that will make sure that insur-
ance covers mothers for a mini-
mum of 48 hours in the hospital
after uncomplicated deliveries and
96 hours following Caesarean de-
liveries. Maryland passed similar
legislation last spring, and Con-
gress is now considering a bill.

Although some critics have sug-
gested that this is another example
of government intrusion into the
health care system, I think that
protecting the health of new moth-
ers and infants is a clear case
where government safeguards are
needed.

No government employee should
-ever decide whether an infant has
jaundice or a new mother is ane-
mic. But at the same time, no
insurance company accountant
should. make the final judgment
about what is medically best for
newborns and their mothers.

That decision should be left to
doctors, nurses and mothers.
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“Adver-teasing’ Selis
Out America’s Youth

's amazing what you miss
I“hen you are on vacation or
Until recently, I hadn's even heard
about the controversy over the new
Calvin Klein ads.

Xow that I'm back in Washing-

ton. I'm finally tuged in. Friends
. have sent me clippings and news:

stories. I've seen the ads myself,
which show young people in sexu-
ally suggestwe poses, their under-
wear in view beneath their shorts
and skirts.

From what I can tell, most of the

controver-
sy centers
on defim-
tions of
pornogra-
phy, First
Amend-
ment rights
and the
boundaries
of artistic
expressior.
All of

things are
important.

But I think .

we're missing a larger point.

Not every ‘question of morality
and taste is a question of the
Constitution or the law.

The Calvin Klein ads are dis-
turhing because they feed on the
innocence. and vulnerabﬂlty of
children. And the cynical message

delivered to young people is ‘that -

their value as human beings’de-
pends on looking sexy and acting
cool.

li's hard enough for kids these
davs to grow up feeling confident
and. secure about-who they are.
\What «e should be doing as a
society is helping youhg .people

facus .on schoblwork and other.

positive .activities that build self-

discipline and character—not add- -

traveling out of the country.:

" concerned

* decisions affect how peo-

t hose

ing to the confusion a‘nd
anxiety that are part of
growing up.

If you care about your
family’s values, as I do,
you have tp.be concerned
about values in the mar-
ketplace. You:have to be
about the
messages conveyed
through -the thmgs we
buy and sell.”

Let’s face it: Business

ple think and behave. In
his recent book, Selling
Out America’s Children,
David Walsh points out
that careful calcula-
tion—and billions of dol-
lars—go into advertising
campaigns in arder to
shape opinions and
change tastes..

Advertising, he says, is
really “adver-teasing.”

And “adver-teasing” is
usually driven by a
yearning for profifs more
than any concern for de- -
cency, civility, taste or
morality.

‘That is why raising our voices
about how a company sells blue
jeans can be just as 1mportaht as
the values we teach in our own
homes.

The Calvir Klein ads are merely
the latest proof that some busi.
nesses are willing to push the
envelope 'of gratuitous. sex and
exploitation of children as far as

ossible if it's good for the bottom,
ine.

But they are not the only ads we
need to worry about. The perva-
sive influence of exploitative ad-
vertising touches every a.spect of

. our lives.

We all know what it is like to
drive along the highway and see a
ile-up of cars. You slow down.
ou can't resxst lookmg, even.

though you know that, your own
rubbernecking could cause another
accident.

Today, it's as if our society is a
highway full of car wrecks. Only
worse. Nobody purposely ‘causes
an accident to attract the public's
attention.. But in the case of com-
mercial marketing, we are pur-
posely teased’ and titillated with
sex and violence, simply because
they sell.
¢ What modern culture desperate

. ly.needs are internal values that

call on us to exercise our responsi-
bilitjes, as well as our riglits, as
citizens. Instead of trying to Jush(\
inappropriate behavior, people in
positions of power must start to
behave responsibly and show re-
straint,

- Sadly, we seem 'to be a fong way

. fram that. This fall, new movies

and television shows that go fur-
ther than ever before in showing
graphic images of sex and violence
will appear -in theaters and on
prime time. No doubt, they will
make lots of money from the con-
troversies they generate.

We can only hope there is-a
silver lining here.. Maybe—just
maybe—we, the 'public, finally
have had enough of seeing children
and women depicted as victims
and sexual objects.

Calvm Klein was forced to pull
his. ads last month because of
public outrage. And hopefully, in
the weeks ahead, those of us who
g0 to movies and watch television

will stay away from the theaters
and turn off our sets hecause we
are so offended by the gratuitous
violence, sexual degradation and
bad taste we are subjected to on
the gcreen. 2

g But let’'s not wait for the mar-
-keters of sleaze to wrestle with
questions of taste and morality. As
parents and consumers, let's make
it clear where we stand.

If you don’t like the messagé,
don't buy ‘the product. Dori't let
your kids buy it. And remember
that even if your own child doesn't
fall for the marketing ploys, mil-
lions of .other children are being
exploited “and devalued because
adults ' can’t control their own

greed
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his vear. for the first time, I missed

my " daughter's first week back to

school. While Chelsea was settling
into 11th grade. I was at the international
women’s cunference in China and then in
Mungulia, visiting a nomadic family that
makes its livelihood herding cat-

was my trip. We had traveled to South Asia
together earlier this year, and she was
disappuinted she couldn’t join me this time.
particularly for my stay in Mongolia.

I told her about the family of herders who

hosted me in their “ger”—a tentlike dwell-
ing of wool blankets attached to
wooden poles that can be assem-

tle in une of the coldest climates
in the world.

Ax with most teenagers, my
daughter wax much less con-
cerned by my absence than I
was. | couldnt stop thinking
about every “first day” eince
kindergarten. and how her dad
and | would make her pose for
the ritual picture before driving
her to schonl.

No matter how hard I tried, I
could never keep (rom crying
after we dropped her off. There
is something ahout the way the
schoal year. more than any other
part of the calendar. marks the
. pastage of time in a child’s life—and a
parent’s

\When | cnlled home during this trip to
find out how schoul was going, Chelsea told
me sbout her new teachers and how much
homework she already had.

+».-Bur whsrssheweallwwanted:-to satk about

bled or disassembled in one hour
when the family makes its sea-
sonal moves. Inside were several
beds. cupbosrds, a vat of fer-
mented mare's milk (yes, I tast-
ed it) and a dung-buming stove.

The family has six children.
who greeted me wearing the col-
orful vests and hats that are
traditional in Mongolia. Every

two youngest children migrate to
southern pastures with the fam-
ilv's herds. The older children
live with their grandparents in a
nearby town so they can attend
school. They return to the ‘“ger” during
February and March to help their parents at
the height of the animal birthing season and
then go back to school for April and May.
Although I only-spent two hours at the
“ger,” and I don’t speak a word of Mongo-

fall and winter, the parents and -
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mitment of the family members I met. The
children’s faces radiated with beauty. It was
a beauty | saw many more times during my
stay, which made it heartbreaking to think
of the difficult circumstances endured hy so
many Mongolian children.

For nearly a century, their country was a
Soviet satellite. Then, in 1930. Mongolia
freed itself from the tyranny of communism
and became democrstic without bloodshed
or violence. Today. it bas more than one
political party. an independent court system
and laws that respect human rights and
private property. Mongolia's doors are open
to free enterprise and foreign investment.

Unfortunately, the road to democracy has
not been completely smooth. The country
has struggled with severe economic chal-
lenges. and many public scbools have begun
charging fees. Many families cannot afford
to enroll their children. more children are
dropping out of schuol and illiteracy is on
the rise.

To make matters worse, President Punasal-
maagivn Ochirbst told me the schools atill use
Soviet textbooks—simply because they can-
not afford new ones. For all the suffering the
Mongolians have been through to achieve
democracy, their children cannot reasd in
school about their own unique history or
leaders like Gengbis Khan, whose pame was

: «liarr, 4 ecnpidnir: mistake .the love and:com-r = hannad during the communist regimarz smmas

milies in Emerging Democracies

At the Center for Street Children in Ulan
Bator, the nation’s capital. I met youngster
who had been living in heating ducts and old
railroad cars because their families could
not afford to support or care for them. |
talked to the center’s doctor, who works t«
cure contagious skin diseases easily treated
in the United States—but not in Mongolia.
where medical resources remain scarce.

But I also saw the promise of Mungoliu
when [ visited elected officials committed to
democracy, studants at the Natfonal Univer-
sity and women doctors, teachers and law-
yers all struggling to move their country
forward. *

Over decades, our nation spent trillions of
dollars to fight Soviet communism. We won
that Cold War. Now we have another chal- -
lenge: to strengthen emerging democracies
around the world, especially nations like
Mongolia that are trying so hard to emulate
American ideals.

Too often we forget the struggles other

ple go through for the privileges we take
F:l? granted. As.our children head back t«
school this fall, I hope they will take advan-
tage of the opportunities they have to
pursue an education. I know I will spend a
lot of time thinking about children I met in
Mongolia and what education means for
them and their nation.
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“Women’s rights are human rights’

EIJING —*“Go to China and stand up for Amer-
ican values.” An American veteran of World
War II said these words to me as I was leaving
the V-J Day observances in Hawaii
to go to Beijing for the United
Nations Fourth World Conference
on Women.

A few days later, as I stood before
the conference delegates preparing
to give a keynote address, the veter-
an’s words came back to me.

Looking out at the sea of faces rep-
resenting nearly every country in
the world, I appreciated even more
the privilege of living in a free soc-
ety. * _

As an American, life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness are my birthrights, and they
are the birthrights of all Americans. The rights we take
for granted are fought for and died for around the world.

In some countries, citizens are not allowed to vote,
speak their minds, assemble freely or exercise their
faith without fear of persecution, arrest or even torture.
These are what we commonly think of as violations of
human rights. But, as the women's conference taught
us, it is also a violation of human rights when, in coun-
tries around the world, women and girls are valued less,
fed less, fed last, overworked, underpaid, not schooled
and beaten up.

If one message rang clear from the conference, it is
that women's rights are human rights. And human
rights are women's rights.

As] said to the delegates:

It is a violation of human rights when babies are
denied food, or drowned, or suffocated, or their spines
broken simply because they are born girls.

It is a violation of human rights when women and
girls are sold into the slavery of prostitution, sometimes
by their own brothers and fathers. )

It is a violation of human rights when women are
doused with gasoline, set cn fire and burned to death
because their marriage dowTies are deemed too small.

B
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It is a violation of human rights when individual
women are raped in their own communities and when
thousands of women are subjected to rape as a tactic or
prize of war.

It is a violation of human rights when a leading cause
of death worldwide among women ages 14 to 44 is the
violence they are subjected to in their own homes.

It is a violation of human rights when young girls are
brutalized by the painfuland degrading practice of gen-
ital mutilation, which happens to millions of women in
Africa.

It is a violation of human rights when women are
denied the right to plan their own families, and that
includes being forced to have abortions or being steril-
ized against their will.

Today, women bear the brunt of human rights viola-
tions around the world. As long as those violations per-
&ist — and discrimipation and inequities remain com-
monplace — a peaceful and prosperous life is sadly
beyond our reach.

One reason we haven't progressed further is that eo
many women have been afraid to speak up and speak
out. As I said to the conference delegates, it is time to
break the silence o that women everywhere have a
greater say in the future we share.

As different as we may be; there is more that unites
than divides us. The conference proved that.

I am grateful that on behalf of our country I had the
opportunity to attend this conference with men and
women from all over the world who are committed to
speaking out and taking action against abuses and
injustices that fly in the face of human rights.

Ifwe take bold steps to better the lives of women, we
will be taking bold steps to better the lives of children
and families too.

- The women's conference by itself won't change any
lives. But I hope that, by encouraging people to take
rotice of these issues, it will help lead us to a world in
which every woman and girl is given the respect and dig-
nity she deserves.

Hillary Rodham Clintons column is published on Sunday. i
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Remember those
who helped win
women’s suffrage

One day in the summer of 1978, I was
knocking on doors in a small town in east-
ern Arkansas, trying to drum up support
for my husband in the upcoming election
for governor.

It was the middle of the day, and most
of the people at home were older women
— women who I assumed would be going
to the polls. Imagine my surprise when
one woman told me that her husband did
the voting in their family. Another said
that, since her husband’s death, she hadn't
known whom to vote for. And a third ex-
plained that she couldn’t vote because she
hadn't paid her poll tax, a requirement
that had been outlawed years before.

Seventeen years have passed since -

then, and as we celebrate the 75th an-
niversary of women's suffrage, women in
America are hardly flocking to the polls to
exercise their hard-won privileges.

A smaller percentage of women vote in
national elections today than voted 30
years ago. Fewer than half go to the polls
in non-presidential election years.

. Sadly, many women feel that their
doesn't really matter to their own futures
or the future of our country. '

"It might also be that we have so many
obligations in our everyday lives. Women
are busy rearing children, taking care of

aging parents, holding jobs (often working -
longer hours for lower wages) and running -

households

BUT EVEN 80, we all should be able to
find the time to vete, especially now that
1 registration can be done at the local De-
partment of Motor Vehicles, the govern-

‘| ment social services office, the public li-

| brary or even through the mail. *
1 We owe it to ourselves to make our voic-
es heard. After all, women's suffrage did
not come easily. It took T2 years of hard
work. _ _

It took the vision of Elizabeth Cady
Stanton, who created the sufftage move-
ment in 1848, and the courage of Susan B.
Anthony, who was
fined for attempting to vote in the presi-
"dential election of 1872, .

trled and

. It took thousands of others — from
: geamstresses to socialites — who Joined .

aradee, pageantx and pncket lines on be- -~

- It took men,” too Men hke Harry ;
Burn, ‘the young legislator from Ten-
nessee who cast the decisive vote in fa-
vor of women's suffrage on Aug. 18, 1920,
but only after receiving an admomshmg :
letter from his mother. ‘

“Dear son,” said the letter from Mrs.
J.L. Burn. “Hurrah and vote for suffrage.

.. I have been watching to see how you =)

stood, but have not noticed anything yet. .
Don’t forget to be a good boy and help Mrs,
(Carrie Chapman) Catt put rat’ in ratifica-
tion. Your Mother.”

Harry Burm took his mothers advice,
and eight days later, on Aug. 26, 1920, suf-
frage was finally granted. But for months
thereafter, Harry Burn had to travel the
state guarded by a local blacksmith who
carried a big hammer in his pocket. -

He got off easy compared to some.
Many who campaigned for suffrage went
to jail for their cause. Some were scorned
and ridiculed. Some lost jobs. Some gave
up their possessions to raise money for
hundreds of suffrage campaigns that were
waged in state legislatures and at state
and national party conventions.

TO THOSE AMEJBCANS, voting was the
most fundamental right of living in a
democracy. It was essential to women's
progress in the world. And that’s why
women before .us fought so hard to
achieve it. b

- Women's suﬁ}age, ﬁnally granted wnth
ratification of the 19th Amendment, was
nothing short of a social revolution. With
the vote, women in America could influ-
ence laws. They could have some say over
their destinies. They could enjoy the full
privileges of citizenship.

When I travel overseas, I think about
suffrage often. On several recent trips, I
have met women who have been persecut-
ed, imprisoned or even exiled for their ef-
forts to gain basic legal and political rights

_for women. I have visited countries, newly

freed from the yoke of totalitarianism,
where citizens walk miles and stand in

| line for hours to cast their ballots.

" And each time, I come home thankful
for the blessings we Americans have.
This week, let’s celebrate the anniver-

“sary of women's suffrage by taking stock of
{| the sacrifices that so many women and

men made on our behalf.

And let’s remember the words of the
great suffrage leaders.

. As Sojourner Truth, the 19th-century
anti-slavery and women'’s rights advocate,
put it “If the first woman God ever made
was strong enough to turn this world up-

'side down alone, then we together ought to

be able to turn it right side up again.”
. But we can only do it if we vote.

* Editor’s note: Arkansans will be able to
register to vote at state Department of Motor
Vehicles offices, and other locations beginning
tn January 1996.

Write to Hillary Rodham Clinton at Creators Syn-

dicate, 5777 W. Century BMd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, Calil. 90048S.
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" Public television:
Amn oasis for children

AVE YOU seen what's on daytime television lately?
During a recent workout | started channel surfing, and
the first show that | saw was about wild teenagers and

.. their mothers. Another network featured women who use men .
“ for moncy. And on a third were people who bchcvc that their:

thou§hts are controlled by aliens.
cringed

Then l found refuge in Big Bird.

.For many parents across our country, there is great com-

:fort in knowing that however prurient, violent, or sensational

dayt:mc programming has become, there is sull an oasis for
..children called pubhc television.’ :
My daughter is a Sesame Street kid. When she was youn-

gcr we would tune in together and read the books that went |

. along with the shows. Big Bird, Emie, Bert, .
and Cookiec Monster helped her learn to
spell, count, and — perhaps just as impor-
tant — appreciate our country’s cultural
.richness. .

But my daughter’s experience is not the
only rcason why | am disturbed by recent
- attacks on public TV. There is no escaping
that television is a pervasive influence in >
our ?!nldrcn s lives — one that can have a wel,
s:gm icant impact, positive or negative, on et
.their social and intellectual develggmcnt H"_I_ARY

A friend told me recently about the RODHAM
time her daughter came home from the first .
day of school and was so excited that she CLINTON
,couldnt stop talking about it. Afier telling
"her parents about everything that had hap-
pened, she went to the television set and told Mr. Rogers, too.
Can you imagine that child having the same conversation with
the ower Rangers?

his story gives us a window on the latest research. Studies
show that chl?:ircn who watch programs such as Sesame Stree!,
Bame{; and Mister Rogers’ NetEhborhood are better prepared to
learn by the time they begin kindergarten than children who
watch only commercial TV. Early on, reading becomes a part of
their lives. So do numbers, ideas, and a rich imagination.

In fact, just at that wonderful stage when young children
seem to absorb every new word and concept that %Jey come
across, educational television provides a umquc learning tool.
Even watching as little as 25 minutes a day can help. Research-
ers have found that low-income children between the ages of 2
and 5 who watch a small amount of educational programming
do significantly better on tests of reading potential, vocabulary,
mathematical reasoning, and overall readiness for school.

- By oontrast, kids who spend the same amount of time
watching noneducational cartoons and adult. programs are not
as well prepared for learning in school.

Recently, Sonia Manzano, known to millions of children
as Maria on Sesame Street, came to the White House to talk
about educational television. She described what it was like to
grow up in the Bronx as a Hispanic child who never saw anyone
who looked or talked like her on television.

“] know that if a child spends his life not secing himself
reflected in socu:ty. which mostly means on tclcvnsnon it will
wear him down,’ she said.

+ Parents must monitor what kids watch
Children’s programs like Sesame Street, she said, offer a

! "feeling of belonging and positive role models to all chlldrcn in

our society. They are particularly beneficial to low-income chil-

* dren whose families often lack other opportunities for intellec-

tual stimulation. )
The public broadcasting channel is the only source avail-
able for educational children’s programming for about one- -

. third of American families that cannot afford or do Jot have

access to cable television. Most Americans would be surprised
to know that the majority: of public television viewers come
from families with annuaY incomes of less than $40,000. The
children in these families are the ones who gain the most from
public broadcasting.

I do not mean to suggest that public television is a panacea.
Clearly we parents must take responsibility for tumning off the
television more often and monitoring the shows that our chil-
dren watch. And we can do more as a society to hclp our fami-
lies meet that challenge. A rating system and the proposed
V-chip to block out violent programs from individual homes
could make a difference.

But let’s not kid ourselves. In a culture such as ours, which
is so dominated by television, children’s programming 1s not a

- luxury enjoyed by a pnvnlegcd few; it is a necessity for tens of

millions of American families.
©1995 Creators Syndicate
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TALKING 1T OVER
BY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
RELEASE: WEEKEND, OCTOBER 14-15, 1995

One thing I've learned since becoming First Lady is that wherever | go,
Eleanor Roosevelt has surely been there before me.

I've been to farms in lowa and factories in Michigan where Mrs.
Roosevelt paid a visit a half century ago. I've been to schools and colleges
named for Mrs. Roosevelt and walked the halls of hospitals she toured before |
was born.

Even when | go to other countries, Mrs. Roosevelt has doubtless been
there first. When my daughter and | went to Pakistan and India last spring, we
discovered that Eleanor Roosevelt had traveled there in 1952, and even had
written a book about her trip.

Now I'm in South America, following in Mrs. Roosevelit's footsteps yet
again. She came here several times and visited several countries, sharing her
vision of justice and compassion with all who would listen. The United States,
she believed, had a vested interest in helping any neighbor in our hemisphere
that sought to build a democratic way of life.

"Our obligation to the world is primarily our obligation to our own future,”
she once said. "Obviously, we cannot devalop beyond a certain point unless
other nations develop, too."

Traveling now through South America, | find myself thinking often about
Mrs. Roosevelt - who was born 111 years ago last Wednesday. And I'm
convinced that if she were still alive today, nothing would thrill her more than
coming to watch children perform at the Circus School in Brazil. ‘

It's a place I'm visiting on this trip where runaway children learn the
principles of discipline and teamwork, and build self-confidence through
acrobatics and trapeze training. Not only do these children show a renewed
interest in education and improved attendance in school, they perform before
sellout crowds every weekend.

Mrs. Roosqvelt also would be right at home chatting with the poor women
| met at a neighborhood center in Santiago, Chile, or listening to women in
Managua, Nicaragua, talk about the sewing businesses they started with $100
loans from the local bank and support from the U.S. government.

@oo2



- ] 003
10/11/95 WED 09:37 FAX EREATARSHANIDIGATH o g CRPG 2

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 10/14-15/95 Page 2

Wherever she went, Mrs. Roosevelt celebrated the richness of the human
experience. She appreciated every person's potential to do something great
with very little. Perhaps that is why people all over the world, including here in
South America, remember her with such admiration and fondness.

She was, in the words of historian Doris Kearns Goodwin, "a woman for
all times and all people."

| know | will think about Mrs. Roosevelt again during the last leg of my
trip, in Paraguay. There, I'll be participating in a conference of First Ladies from
the Western Hemisphere. We'll be talking about ways to improve the health and
education of children and families throughout the Americas.

it's a conversation that began last December in Miami when we met
during a summit the President hosted for all the democratic nations of North and
South America,

We have much at stake when it comes to building relations with our
neighbors to the south. Many men and women in our country trace their roots to
Latin America. And people living in those countries are among the biggest
consumers of American goods and services.

Just last week, we hosted the President of Mexico for a state visit at the
White House. As you may recall, our government offered loans and loan
guarantees to Mexico to help that nation's economy stay afloat earlier this year.
Already Mexico has paid back a significant portion of the loans ahead of
schedule.

On a personal note, | am looking forward to spending time over the next
few days with women from North and South America who are willing to devote
their energy and ideas to nurturing the next generation. | think it's a wonderful
way to celebrate Mrs. Roosevelt's birthday. After all, it was her example in both
words and deeds that showed us how to bridge national boundaries and
cultural traditions to achieve our common goals.

Talking to these First Ladies of today, | know | will be thinking of my
inspiring predecessor.

Thank you, Mrs. Roosevelt.

And happy birthday.

COPYRIGHT 1995 CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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We must make mammograms accessible for all

*‘\L’{\t. Every Thursday, a
e woman named Mi-
riam volunteers in my
staff office at the
White House. She is a
retired schoolteacher,
mother of two, proud
grandmother and car-
(e j ing colleague who
Clinton seldom arrives at
sssssssemm Work without cakes,
cookies, pies or donuts for the
staff.

I wish her story ended here. But
it doesn’t. Like more than 2 mil-
lion other women in America, Mi-
riam has breast cancer.

She found a lump in her breast
five years ago. Since then, she has
undergone two surgeries, 33 days
of radiation treatments and five
separate chemotherapies, includ-
ing the debilitating sessions she
now has every week.

Miriam is not the only woman I
know who is battling this disease.
In fact, it is hard to find a family in
our country — or a workplace,

neighborhood, church group or.

social club — that has not been
touched by breast cancer.

My mother-in-law, Virginia Kel-
ley, died last year after a four-year
struggle with the disease. The
mother of one of my best friends
was diagnosed a few months ago.
Another friend just told me that
his sister — only 41 years old —
has a massive lump as well.

October is Breast Cancer
Awareness Month, and if you want
a chilling statistic, here it is: One
in eight women in our country will
develop breast cancer during her
lifetime, compared to one in 20 a
generation ago. And 46,000 Amer-
ican women will die of breast can-
cer this year.

Those numbers shouldn’t be so
high. When detected early and
treated aggressively, breast cancer
does not have to be an automatic
death sentence. Every week, I
meet women who are longtime
breast cancer survivors living full
and healthy lives. The key to early
detection is a regular mammo-
gram, particularly for women over
65, who account for half of all
breast cancer cases.

Younger women should discuss

Some women lack insurance coverage or the
funds to pay for the test.

with their doctors whether they
should get regular mammograms.
When I turned 40, for example, I
began having one every year.

In traveling around the country
to talk with women about breast
cancer, | was startled to learn that
only 40 percent of older women,
whose mammograms are now cov-
ered by Medicare, actually take ad-
vantage of this potentially
lifesaving benefit.

Why do so many women fail to
get mammograms?

Unfortunately, many are reluc-
tant to get screened because they
have been told that the procedure
is painful or embarrassing. Others
don’t realize that the benefit is
covered under Medicare. Some
women lack insurance coverage or
the funds to pay for the test. Still

others have never been told by
their doctors that a mammogram
is one of the most effective ways
of detecting malignant breast
lumps. Some women have even
told me they didn’t want to find
out if they were sick because they
believed there was little they could
do about it.

I know that a mammogram is
not the most comfortable experi-
ence. And when you are responsi-
ble for kids, a spouse, a job and all
the other pressures of daily life,
taking the time to get one may
seem like too much of a hassle.

But getting a mammogram is a
lot more comfortable and a lot
more convenient than the pain
that comes with cancer and its
treatments.

That's why it's important that

Medicare continue to cover older
women for mammograms every
two years and at any other time a
doctor believes it is necessary.
And it would be a big step forward
if communities and local health fa-
cilities also offered screenings
once a year for women who. don't
have health insurance or would
otherwise be unable to afford a
mammogram.

When appropriate, doctors, re-
gardless of their specialty, should
encourage women patients to have
regular mammograms. Any woman
who fears breast cancer should re-
member that if she does have the
disease, she should find out as
quickly as possible so that she can
begin treatment and get on with
living her life.

That's what Miriam does. My
staff and I often talk about how
much we admire her courage and
her selflessness. She tells us that
she gets through her treatments
by setting personal goals: getting
her kitchen remodeled or living to

see the birth of her new grand-
daughter, who was born last
month. Now she is looking ahead
to her 60th birthday in March.

She says she is no longer afraid
of the disease and has no plans to
stop her volunteer work. *I will
come in until I just can’t do it any-
more,” she said a few days ago.
“The chemo hasn't knocked me
down yet.”

What impresses me most about
Miriam is not just her grace or
sense of humor but her willing-
ness to talk about breast cancer
so that others can learn from her
experience.

“Get a mammogram,”’ she re-
minds us. ““It's much less frighten-
ing than not having the chance to
see your children grow up or your
grandchildren graduate from high
school. You owe it to yourself and
your family."

We should all listen to the
words of one so wise.

Hillary Rodham Clinton is the
first lady of the United States.
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TALKING IT OVER
BY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

RELEASE: WEEKEND, OCTOBER 21-22, 1995

Every Thursday, a woman named Miriam volunteers In my staff office at the White
House. She is a retired schoolteacher, mother of two, proud grandmother and caring
colleague who seldom arrives at work without cakes, cookies, pies or donuts for the staff.

| wish her story ended here. But it doesn'. Like more than 2 million other women in
America, Mirlam has breast cancer.

She found a lump in her breast five years ago. Since then, sha has undergone two
surgeries, 33 days of radiation treatments and five separate chemotherapies, including
the debilitating sessions she now has every week.

Miriam is not the only woman | know who is battling this disease. In fact, it is harc
to find a family in our country -- or a workplace, neighbcrhood, church group or social
club - that has not been touched by breast cancer.

My mother-in-law, Virginia Kelley, died last year after a four-year struggle with the
disease. The mother of one of my best friends was diagnosed a few months ago. Another
friend just told me that his sister -- only 41 years old -- has a massive lump as well.

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, and if you want a chilling statistic,
here it is: One in eight women In our country will develop breast cancer during her
lifetime, compared to one In 20 a generation ago. And 46,000 American women will die
of breast cancer this year.

Those numbers shouldn't be so high. When detected early and treated
aggressively, breast cancer does not have to be an automatic death sentence. Every
week, | meet women who are longtime breast cancer survivors living full and healthy
lives. The key to early detection is a regular mammogram, particularly for women over 65,
who account for half of all breast cancer cases.

Younger women should discuss with their doctors whether they should get regular
mammograms. When | turned 40, for example, | began having one every year.

In traveling around the country to talk with women about breast cancer, | was
startled to learn that only 40 percent of older women, whose mammograms are now
covered by Medicare, actually take advantage of this potentially lifesaving benefit.

Why do so many women fail to get mammograms?

Unfortunately, many are reluctant to get screened because they have been told
that the procedure is painful or embarrassing. Others don't realize that the benefit is
covered under Medicare. Some women lack insurance coverage or the funds to pay for
the test. Still others have neverbeen to!d by their doctors that a mammogram is one of

e
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the most effective ways of detecting malignant breast lumps. Some women have even
told me they didn't want to find out if they were sick because they believed there was little
they could do about it.

Finally, many women are so busy taking care of their families that they forget to
take care of their own health.

| know that a mammogram is not the most comfortable experience. And when you
are responsible for kids, a spouse, a job and all the other pressures of daily life, taking
the time to get one may seem llke too much of a hassle.

But getting a mammogram is a lot more comfortable and a lot more convenient
than the pain that comes with cancer and its treatments.

That's why it's important that Medicare continue to cover older women for
mammograms evety two years and at any other time a doctor believes it is necessary.
And it would be a big step forward if communities and local health facilities also offered
screenings once a year for women who don't have health insurance or would otherwise
be unable to afford a mammogram.

Whan epproptiate, doctors, regardless of their specialty, should encourage
women patients to have regular mammograms. Any woman who fears breast cancer
should remember that if she does have the disease, she should find out as quickly as
possible so that she can begin treatment and get on with living her life,

That's what Miriam does. My staff and | often talk about how much we admire her
courage and her selflessness. She tells us that she gets through her treatments by
setting personal goals: getting her kitchen remodeled or living to see the birth of her new
granddaughter, who was born last month. Now she is looking ahead to her 60th birthday
in March.

She says she is no longer afrald of the disease and has no plans to stop her
volunteer work. "l will come in until | just can't do it anymore,” she said a few days ago.
"The chemo hasn't knocked me down yet."

What impresses me most about Miriam is not just her grace or sense of humor but
her willingness to talk about breast cancer so that others can learn from her experience.

"Get a mammogram,” she frequently reminds us. "it's much less frightening than
not having thé chance to see your children grow up or your grandchildren graduate from
high school. You ows it to yourself and your family.”

Wae should all listen to the words of one so wise.

COPYRIGHT 1995 CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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‘had traveled there in 1952, and even

ing in Mrs. Roosevelt’s footsteps yet -

* democratic way of life.

Eleanor-Roosevelt

Mapped the Way
For First Ladies

ne thing I've learned since becoming first lady is that
wherever I go, Eleanor Roosevelt has surely been
there hefore me.

I've .been to farms in Jowa and factories in Mwhu..nn
where Mrs. Roosevelt paid a visit a half century ago. I've
been to schools and colleges named for Mrs. Roosevelt and
walked the halls of hospitals she toured before I was born.

Even when I go to other countries, Mrs. Roosevelt has
doubtless been there first. When my daughter and I went to
Pakistan and India last .spring, we
discovered that Eleanor Roosevelt

had written a book about her trip.
Now I'm in South America, follow- |

again, She came bere several Qmes .
and visited. several countries, sRaring
her vision of justice and compassion °
with all who would listen. The United
States, she believed, had a vested
interest in helping any neighbor in our
hemisphere that sought to build a

“Our obligation to the world is
prxmarnl\ our obligation to our own

. future.” she once said. “Obviously, we

cannot dewlop beyond a certain point unless other nanons
develop, too.”

Traveling now through South America. I ‘find myself
thinking often about Mrs. Roosevelt—who was born 111
years. ago last Wednesday. And I'm convinced that if she

were still alive today, nothing would thril] her more than, L

(éomu;g to watch children perform at the (‘lrcue School in -
razi

It's a place I'm visiting on this trlp where runawa)
children learn the principles of discipline and teamwork.
and build self-confidence through acrobatics and trapeze
training. Not only do these children show a renewed interest _
in education and improved attendance in school, they
perform before sellout crowds every weekend.

Mrs. Roosevelt also would be right at home chattmg with
the poor women I met at a neighborhood center in Santiago,
Chile. or llstemng to women in Mdnagua, Nicaragua, talk
about the sewing businesses they started with $100 loans
from the local bank and support from the U.S. government.

Wherever she went, Mrs. Roosevelt celebrated the rich-
ness of the human experience.. She appreciated every -
person’s potential to do something great with very little.
Perhaps that is why people all over the world. including here
in South America, remember hér with such admiration and
fondness.

She was. in the wards of historian Doris Kearns Goodwin,
“a woman for all times and all people.”

I know I will think about Mrs. Roosevelt again during the
last leg’ of my trip, in Paraguay. There. I'll be participating
in a conference of First Ladies from the Western Hemi-
sphere. We'll be talking about ways to improve the. health
and education of children and famxlles throughoul the
Americas.

It’s a conversation that began last December in Miami
when we met during a summit the president hosted for all
the democratic nations of North and South America.

We have much at.stake when it comes to building
relations with our neighbors to the south. Many men and
women in our country trace their roots to Latin America.
And people living in those countries are among the biggest
consumers of American goods and services.

Just last week. we hosted the president of Mexico for a
state visit at the White House. As you may recall, our
government offered loans and loan guarantees to' Mexico, to
help that nation’s economy stay afloat earlier this year.
Already Mexico has paid back a portion of the loans ahead
of schedule.

On a personal note. I am looking forward to spending time
over the next few dayvs with women from North and South
America who are willing to devote their energv and ideas to
nurturing the next generation. I think it’s a wonderful way
to celebrate Mrs. Roosevelt's birthday. After all, it was her
example in hoth words and deeds that showed us how to
hridge national boundaries and cultural traditions to
achieve our common goals.

Talking to these first ladies of today. I know [ will be
thinking of my inspiring predecessor. '

Than,l:y( vou., Mrs, Rt@ievelt,

- usAnd: happy: birthdtse.
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TALKING IT OVER
BY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
RELEASE: WEEKEND, NOVEMBER 25-26, 1995

This Thanksgiving, my family and | had a lot to give thanks for as we sat around
our dinner table. The past year has given us personal blessings, like Zachary, my
brother's newborn son, and our continued good health. We also are grateful for the
opportunities we've had to work and travel on behalf of America. Seeing other people in
other places always adds a new perspective to our vision of our own country and our
own lives. '

In particular, Chelsea and | were moved by the-trip we took together through South
Asia last spring. As the mother of a teen-fager. | felt very lucky indood that my 15-year-old
was wllling to spend 10 days with me. We had an unforgettable time everywhere we
went.

We wore "shalwar kameez,” the native dress of Pakistan, to an exotic dinner in an
ancient fort illuminated by candles, where we were entertained by dancing camels. When
we visited the Taj Mahal in India, Chelsea wanted our guide to tell us every story about
its construction and tragic past. We rode elephants in Nepal, visited a village of Hindu
untouchables in Bangladesh and watched a colorful parade at a Buddhist temple in Sri
Lanka. :

We were impressed by the progress each of the five countries we visited is making
against overwhelming poverty and internal political strife. We saw evidence of this at
Mother Teresa's orphanage in New Delhi and when we talked with women college
students who were pursuing business careers in Lahore.

We saw it at a rural bank founded:and run by poor women in Ahmedabad and
when we made our own pilgrimage to the birthplace of Gandhi, the father of Indian
independence. :

Throughout our visit, we saw grass-roots efforts to bring basic health care to
pregnant women and their babies and expand economic and political opponrtunities for
women and the poor.

During our travels, | thought about what it means to be an American and about the
many blessings we take for granted. In each country, we met democratically elected
leaders who had suffered imprisonment, .torture or exile under prior governments and
survived the assassinations of husbands, fathers, sons, mothers and daughters. -

Many people told us how much they admired our country. Some quoted leaders
like Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincolniand Franklin Delano Roosevslt. Others

@oo2
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expressed appreciation for their education in our universities, their association with our
businesses and the assistance they received from our churches and private foundations.

The comment | remember most, however, came from a young Peace Corps
volunteer | met in Katmandu.

She had walked 10 hours to catch a bus from the remote village where she lived
in a house without running water or electricity. She described her work at a school where
nearly all the students were boys, since most girls were still denied schooling and were
often married by the age of 12 or 13.

She loved her experience In Nepal but missed her family and all the parts of daily
life in America that she had taken for granted. She missed safe drinking water that came
from a faucet, baths anytime she wanted and electricity available around the clock. She
also missed being able to eat meats and vegetables without worrying they would make
her sick, paved roads and working cars, and especially free public schools that taught
both boys and girls.

| was glad Chelsea was with me so she could see for herself how other people live
and work around the world. In fact, I wish I could have taken every American teen-ager
on that trip. We have so many blessings here in the Unnted States -- mostly because
millions of other people paid the price for the life we enjoy today and because we have a
stable democratic government that provides public services which benefit us all.

| realize how easy it is for Americans to overlook what we have achieved through
government and what our government does for us every day. Few among us remember
the time when many Americans didn't have electricity, roads or enough food. We don't
worry about the dangers of unsafe water unless we hear about a temporary problem
somewhere that we assume government will soon remedy. We take for granted the
cleaner air we breathe and the lakes and rivers we can swim and fish in today that wera
polluted a few years ago. We forget the positive ways our lives have been improved
during this century because we have a government willing to solve problems people face
in their daily lives.

Every time | complain -- or hear someone criticize our government - | think about
the places I've visited and the people | have met in other countries who only dream of the
freedoms and privileges we enjoy. And | try to remember how blessed America is, not just
at Thanksgiving but throughout the year.

COPYRIGHT 1995 CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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TALKING IT OVER
BY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
RELEASE: WEEKEND, DECEMBER 2-3, 1995

The White House Christmas tree arrived from Ashe County, N.C._, 1ast week. It's an
18 1/2-foot Fraser fir that was delivered to the South Lawn on a horse-drawn cart, Now,
it's standing in the Blue Room, decorated with ornaments from all over the country.

The presentation of the tree marks the beginning of the holiday season at the
White House, but planning for Christmas actually gets underway months before.

In 1993, our first year in the White House, Head Usher Gary Walters told me we
had to start planning in May. Being the type who's relieved if my own tree is up and
decorated by Christmas Eve, | was shocked to hear this. But, with his help and the
creative leadership of our social secretary, Ann Stock, we began meeting about mistisloe
and holly just after Washington's cherry blossoms had started to fade.

Ann and her staff help me figure out the kinds of events we will have, draw up
guest lists, prepare and send invitations and plan the entertainment. Chef Walter Scheib
begins dreaming up menus for the dozens of receptions, buffets and dinners held here
during the few weeks before Christmas.

And pastry chef Roland Messnier starts drawing blueprints for his annual-
gingerbread masterpiece. This year, he is baking an 80-pound house made of
gingerbread, chocolate, marzipan and sugar. It will be wired with a working chandelier
and adorned with scenes of children dreaming of sugarplums and Santa landing on the
roof. (Knowing Roland, it will probably have a few other surprises, t00.)

One of the first things we do when we start planning is choose a theme for the
year's celebrations. In 1993, we used angols, and last year, the theme came from one of
my family's favorite carols, "The Twelve Days of Christmas.” This year, we are choosing
another of our personal favorites. Bill, Chelsea and | have made a Christmas Eve
tradition of reading the poem by Clement C. Moore, "A.Visit From St. Nicholas.” We
thought it would be fun to borrow the poem's first line, " Twas the night before Christmas
and all through the house ... " as the official theme.

Once we settle on a theme, we rely on the creativity of thousands of Americans
from across the country, including quilters, needlepointers, embrolderers, architects,
crafts people and students, to help make it come to life, They make wreaths, ornaments,
bows, stockings and tree skirts - all the ingredients of a White House Christmas. Some
even come and play music for visitors during the holiday season.
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Wae also depend on an army of volunteers who spend several weeks opening
boxes of ornaments that are then sorted by color, photographed and catalogued in &
computer.

This year, as always, there are some wonderful creations. Architects and
architecture students from all 50 states designed 500 ornaments that ranged from
miniature models of the White House to a Florida beach house complete with palm trees
decorated for Christmas to a spiral staircase with children climbing upstairs to bed.

Woe received stocking ornaments from members of the American Needlepoint
Guild and the Embroiderer's Guild of America, who didn‘t shy away from adding local
touches, like a Texas flag motif and cowboy boots warrning by a fireplace. Elementary
school students from across the country also sent in decorations, many of which offered
reminders of childhood Christmases spent maklng colorful paper chains and other
homemade ornaments.

None of the holiday celebrations would be possible without the volunteers who
come from as far away as California to help tie burgundy and gold bows, make wreaths,
string lights and garlands and hang ornaments for the 30 trees scattered throughout the
White House complex. (We have our own tree in the private quarters on the second floor
and, thanks to some cat-loving volunteers, a special Socks tree on the third floor.)

Under the direction of White House florist Nancy Clark, 80 volunteer florists and
decorators broke open boxes of greenery -- about 1,200 feet worth -- and molded them
into 5-foot-tall wreaths for each of the White House's 147 windows. They spent four days
in a warehouse outside Washington getting the wreaths and garlands ready for hanging.
Teams of volunteers then transferred the wreaths and ornaments to the White House and
started decorating.

The house is transformed into a Christmas wonderland and opened to the public
for the first reception of the season -- a tribute to the artists and entertainers selected as
the year's recipients of the Kennedy Center Honors. Two nights later, the President and |
host the annual Congressional Ball for all the members and their spouses. There will be
events every day, and in all, we are expecting about 150,000 people over the next few
weeks -- some for candlelight tours, others for parties, still more for special Christmas
celebrations.

It is one of the prettiest and most festive times of the year to come to the White
House. | hope you will have a chance to visit, if not this year, then some other holiday
season. But, whether you do or not, | hope your own holiday is filled with peace and
happiness.

COPYRIGHT 1995 CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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TALKING IT OVER
BY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
RELEASE: WEEKEND, DECEMBER 9-10, 1995

Joyce McCartan's youngest son, Gary, was shot to death by terrorists in
his Belfast home just one month before his 18th birthday.

His mother had already lost other loved ones to the violent conflict
between Catholics and Protestants in Northern Ireland. She buried her "baby"
in the new suit he had planned to wear at his wedding.

Joyce refused to give in to bitternass. After Gary's death in 1987, she
founded the Women's Information Drop-in Centré in ‘a poor neighborhood in
Belfast. She continues to work for peace throughout Northern Ireland, bringing
Catholic and Protestant women together to share their grief and to find ways to
break the cycle of violence in their communities.

I met Joyce during a trip to Belfast with my husband last week. The
President went there and to Dublin and London to convey American support for
the peace brought to Northern Ireland when Catholic and Protestant leaders
agreed to a cease-fire after 25 years of violence and death.

At a small fish and chips restaurant run by members of Joyce's
community organization, | met with seven women united in their commitment to
honor the memoties of the more than 3,200 men, women and children who
have died duting "the Troubles."

They told me about their hopes and efforts for a lasting and just peacs.
They believe it can bring economic prosperity and soclal progress to both
Catholic and Protestant communities.

The women | met are not high-level diplomats or professional
negotiators. Nor are they elected officials. But it is clear that there would be far
less hope for Northern Ireland if women like Joyce had not worked tirelessly
among their friends and neighbors to knock down barriers, overcome
suspicions and defy history.

Women were and are a driving force behind peace in Northern Ireland.

What unites them is their knowledge that, nd matter their background or
beliefs, they share the same tragedies: the loss of loved ones to bombs, to
assassinations and to random gunfire, and the painful task of preserving
families in the midst of poverty and political unrest.
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Women are dropping ancient grudges that have caused so much pain
and terror. They are finding ways to make their faith a source of strength, not
division. Mothers are integrating schools and summer camps, bringing together
Protestant and Catholic children for the first time and refusing to pass on old
traditions of hate, fear and mistrust.

Women in organizations like the one Joyce McCartan founded are
working to solve the problems that have caused many young people to resort to
violence -- poverty, prejudice, limited education, joblessness and
hopeloessness.

They have created job training programs Yor young men and women who
do not plan to go to college, counseled families, worked on ways to raise
women's self-confidence and civic participation, and helped each other launch
small businesses in Belfast's poorest neighborhoods.

"We have worked together over the years from both sides of the
community. Nothing separates us,"” Joyce said.

On the same day that | met these remarkable women, my husband spoke
at the Mackie plant in Belfast where Catholic and Protestant workers enter
through separate doors but work side by side. Two children, one Catholic and
one Protestant, introduced him.

"My first daddy died in the Troubles," said 9-year-ald Catherine Hamill. “it
was the saddest day of my life. | stlll think of him. Now it is nice and peaceful. |
like having peace.and quiet for a change, instead of people shooting and
Killlng. My Christmas wish is that peace and love will last in Ireland forever.”

That should be our hope not just for Ireland but for the Middle East,
Bosnia, Haiti and the streets in America — anywhere children are at risk of
losing their innocence and lives because of violence and hatred. If Joyce
McCartan and Catherine Hamill can avold hatred and bittermess, why can't all of
us open our own hearts now and in the days and months ahead?

COPYRIGHT 1995 CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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again, with a new year right around the comer. |
love the holiday traditions with which I grew up
and am always swamped by nostalgia every time
that I hear a familiar carol or unpack an ornament.

In my childhood home, we waited until close to
Christmas Eve to put ur our tree and usually didn't
finish decorating until late that night. We made
omaments out of papier mache, tin fgil. pipe clean-
ers, and anything else that we could imagine. My
mother would praise our creations, and my father
would ask which side was up.

Over the years, | played most of the parts in our
church nativity pageant. And onc night, | even
suffered the indignity of having my halo fall off as |

l{imcd in an overheated sanctu-

IT’S HARD to believe that Christmas is here

l-yWhen Bill and I married, we
melded our traditions, and then
after Chelsea was born, we cre-
ated new ones for her. We put
up our tree a little earlier and
make special Christmas cookies
together.

Bill and I are happy to be
over midnight hunts on Christ-
mas Eve for toy batteries that
we'd forgotten. But we still wait
too long to buy and wrap our
presents, and as we get older, we
spend more time searching for
the stocking stuffers that we
cleverly hid away in July.

We've always been b?;sscd at Christmas, but we
know that's not the case for many children whose
families have fallen on hard times. Instead of feel-
ing excited about Santa coming, they are worried
that he will never find them.

These children can only hope that somebody —
anybody — will remember them during the holi-

HILLARY
RODHAM
CLINTON

ys.

This year there is a soaring demand for clothing,
shelter, food, and toys, according to nearly every
major charitable organization in the United States.
Here in Washington, one church even had to tum
away hungry families over Thanksgiving after run-
nin_f out of food.

hose seeking help are not just the poor and
homeless. Increasingly, they are working families

T e o d et VO ) Sl

beset by medical catastrophes, lay-offs, and eco-
nomic factors beyond their control.

**There are simply more needy people,'’ says
Robert A. Watson, the national commander oftgc
Salvation Army. **We're frantically trying to make
the available resources go as far as possible.’

Americans are responding to needs here and
around the world.

Mary Damron of lkes Fork, W.Va., began col-
lecting toys, medical supplics. and candy and put-
ting them in shoe boxes after watching pictures of

Let’s be Santa for others

the war in Bosnia on television one night. After twi
weeks, she and members of her community hac
filled 1,200 boxes, which were delivered to childret
in Bosnia last Christmas. This year she collecte«
over 6,000 boxes. When Mary came to the Whitc
House to tell us about her work, she gave me a shoc
box to fill."

In St. Louis, Catholic Charities has started «
Secret Santa program with kids in shelters, day care.
and community centers writing letters to Santo
Claus asking for specific gifts for Christmas.

**I live in a shelter, so | know my Mom cannot
ive me what I am asking you for,'" an 8-year-olc
oy wrote. *‘l want a remote control car. Thank

you.'" One little girl asked for a Barbie doll to sharc
with her twin. A girl named Adrienne wrote:.**:

| love you, Santa Claus, and say a prayer for my fam-

ily.”> A 10-year-old named Anthony asked for a
football, and a 12-year-old boy wrote: **Santa, |
want you and Mrs. Claus to have a merty, mem
Christmas.'*

The letters are sent to members of the community
who agree to0 buy a gift along with something prac-
tical, like mittens, a hat, or a scarf.

- A visit makes a difference

When we lived in Arkansas, we bought presents
for families who had written letters as part of a sim-
ilar Sccret Santa program. On Christmas Eve, we
drove to their houses and delivered the gifts of food.
clothes, and toys in person.

We saw the desperation of mothers who were
recently widowed or whose husbands had deserted
them. We found couples struggling to provide for
their children on minimum-wage jobs.

Once, we ended up in a tiny room over a honky-
tonk bar where a §5-year-old woman lived all alone.
Someone who knew of her difficult situation had
written a letter on her behalf. She never dreamed
that anyone would care enough to visit her on
Christmas Eve.

Celebrating Christmas can create wonderful tra-
ditions for our own children as well as for boys and
girls who might otherwise be left out. But if the sea-
son is to have any lasting mcaning after the wrap-

ing paper is picked up and the tree is taken down,
its spint should live in our hearts throughout the
year.
© 1995 Creators Syndicate
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of New Year’s resolutions. How many
times in the past have I promised to
do a better job of staying in touch with old
friends, finishing my Christmas shopping
before Dec. 24 and laying off the chips and

I ike most people, I've made my share

cookies? More times than I care to remem-
ber. But that isn’t stopping me from making’

faithful pledges again this year. Herewith,
my resolutions for 1996:

@] will try to keep the same hairdo for at
least 30 days.

I know this will be a disappointment to
late night talk show hosts, but I'm running
out of new 'dos. '
@] will try to show more enthusiasm for my
husband'’s golf game.

I know many spouses can relate to this.
It’s not that I don't like golf. In fact, I have
taken lessons twice (to little effect). But

*being married to a man who played over 200
holes during our last vacation, I know how

CHICAGO SUN-TIMES, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1995 ,

New 'Do’s and Don’ts: Resolutions and Hopes for 1996

hard it can be to get excited
about a daily critique of wedge
shots, drives and putts.

@] will try to act nonchalant
when my daughter’s 16th birth-
day approaches and the issue of
a driver’s license becomes more
important to her than breathing.

I know growing up is inevita-
ble, but it sure happens fast.

@[ will try to live up to Dr. C.
Everett Koop’s admonition to
“Shape Up America.”

After more than 20 Christmas
parties in the last few weeks, I'm
overdue for some time on the
treadmill.
| ] will try to show new appreciation for my
friends in the press.

As every person in public life knows, thiBJ

could be & ‘difficult resolution to kee e&
now’ that-T"write a weekly édéfnw 7

HiLLARY
Cunton

come to understand how dead-
lines are the root of all evil.

On a more serious note, I also
want to share some of my hopes
for 1996:

@] hope all women age 65 and
over will get a mammogram each
year.

I miss my mother-in- law, who
died of breast cancer two years
ago this coming week. Please
remind the older women you
know—whether they are family
members, friends, neighbors or
co-workers—to take advantage
of this lifesaving technology.
® ] hope more political leaders and govern-
ments will respond to and respect the rights
and needs of children, women and families
: here and around:the world.

lF‘maily,,lhope people across our country _ effof

families they have left behind.

Beginning Jan. 18, you can write to mem- °
bers of the Army and Air Force serving in
Bosnia by addressing an envelope as follows:
Any Servicemember; APO; AE 09397. Let-
ters to men and women in the Navy can be
sent immediately to: Any Servicemember;
FPO; AE 09398. Mail for the families of our
Armed Forces serving in Bosnia can be sent
after Jan. 18 to: Any Family Member; APO;
AE 09399. If you have any questions, please
call the Military Postal Service agency at
(800) 810-6098.

Please limit your mail initially to cards
and letters to make it easier for the military
to deliver the mail in Bosnia. It’s fine to mail
cookies and candy a few months from now,
as long as they are sent in parcels no bigger
than a shoe box.

ankg:for yourasupport.,in: this-cricial
rg And most:of:all; ‘best-wishes-for a

lF femefilier.our. troops in Bosnia, and tlkéi,?h%ppy and healthy new year' 3
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demand for starting negotiations, but eventually the talks
started without Clinton submitting such a plan.

Republican lawmakers said that House Majority Leader
Dick Armey, R-Texas, one of eight key negotiators,
Wednesday gave House Republicans a pessimistic assessment
of the talks so far, saying he was convinced that the
president “*didn't have any bones in his body that wanted
a balanced budget."

(End optional trim)

The principals concluded a little more than three hours
of talks Wednesday night and reported that they had held
“‘constructive discussions on a range of issues related to
a balanced budget.” White House spokesman Mike McCurry
said that Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin and two other
Treasury officials joined the talks for about 50 minutes,
presumably to discuss tax issues. But, when asked if
progress had be made, McCurry said: "It is difficult to
say."

House Budget Chairman John Kasich, R-Ohio, a key player
in the battle, dismissed the bland statements of optimism
released by the leadership and the White House after every
bargaining session. ‘*Human beings in Washington are not
capable of leaving a meeting and saying progress has not
been made," he said.

NATO Tightens Grip on Bosnia After Detention
of Muslims By Roy Gutman= (c) 1996,

Newsday=

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegovina NATO announced
Wednesday
night that it had stepped up patrols on Sarajevo's
lifeline road across Serb territory in a bid to restore
confidence in its proclaimed ''freedom of movement" after
Serbs detained 16 Muslim travelers.

The action followed a flying visit here by U.S. Defense
Secretary William Perry in which he promised that the
alliance would *"do what it can" to obtain the release of
the drivers and passengers seized by Bosnian Serbs since
Friday.

NATO's public statements changed in the course of the
day as did Perry's, apparently in recognition that the
hostage-taking had cast :

a cloud on the otherwise successful deployment of nearly
half the 60,000 NATO troops being sent here.

A NATO spokesman Wednesday moming played down the
detentions as acts of common criminals rather than as the
policy by the Bosnian Serb authorities. **Even if we had
forces on every street corner, I still don't think we
could stop crime that happens in every country in the
world," Lt. Col. Mark Rayner said. Perry echoed the line,
telling reporters on arriving here that it was not NATO's
10b to be
a police force.

But after meeting the Bosnian government and NATO
commanders, Perry said it was very important that a
1,500-strong international police force be set up to
monitor activities by local police. *In the meantime,
NATO's force will do what it can to assist."

Wednesday night, a NATO spokesman said French forces,
who are responsible for security in the Sarajevo region,
“‘have increased their patrolling in the area." The aim,
said British Maj. Peter Bullock, *'is to increase people's
confidence,” particularly on the road through Ilidza,
Sarajevo's main link to the outside world.

Perry, on his first visit to Bosnia, seemed shocked by
the level of destruction. *'It is unspeakably saddening to
see it first hand," he told reporters. '*There is almost
no building that has been spared in this devastation ...

It's just appalling that this could happen in Europe in the
1990s that the world would let this happen." Perry also
visited Tuzla, the main base for the 20,000 U.S. troops to’
be deploved in Bosnia, and walked across the U.S. Anny's
new pontoon bridge spanning the Sava River.

He called the weather-plagued project “*a triumph of
the human spirit over the forces of nature."

**Freedom of movement" represents another challenge to
the NATO mission.

Even before the first of the abductions, there were
threats to non-Serbs who tested the newly opened road.
Mirsad Zolata, a half-Muslim, half-Croat Sarajevan, said
his family was pulled out of a line of cars traveling
through Ilidza Dec. 28. Serb police beat him, his wife
Semsa and his 8-year-old son, threatened to rape his wife
and stole the family's money, Zolata said.

They were held for about an hour and then released. As
they were being beaten on the side of the road, several
U.N. IFOR, or Implementation Force, vehicles passed by but
did not stop, he said.

Despite NATO's higher profile in Sarajevo, there was
still no sign of freedom for the 16 Muslims Wednesday
night. On Tuesday in fact, the Serbs detained three more
Bosnian Muslims driving through and later released them.
Far from promising to release the detainees, the mayor of
Ilidza, Nedjeljko Prstojevic, told reporters that Serb
authorities had begun "“investigative procedures" against
three of those detained for engaging in '‘illegal
activities."

But Prstojevic admitted to Lt. Gen. Michael Walker, the
British commander of NATO ground troops, that Serb
authorities were holding 16, confirming the claim of the
Bosnian government. Walker told reporters that he was
dissatisfied with Bosnian Serb compliance with their
commitment to freedom of movement in the Dayton, Ohio,
peace accords. A senior NATO commander, British Maj. Gen.
Michael Wilcox, was to seek an early resolution of the
issue when he meets his Bosnian Serb and Bosnian
government counter parts Thursday. The accords give NATO
the right to demand compliance with practically any aspect of
the accords and to use force as needed.

(Optional add end)

NATO's uncertain handling of a major challenge to its
authority revealed differences below the surface of the
command structure. NATO aides said the French commander
in charge of the Sarajevo region had not informed the
command that he was investigating a Bosnian government
complaint about the arrests.

As a result, NATO spokesman Rayner repeatedly and
incorrectly dismissed press reports of the arrests as rumors.
**We were blindsided," said one U.S. nii]itary officer.

Wednesday, a French battalion spokesman, Col. Richard
Pernod, said there was no reason to inform anyone else in
NATO or the general public until the *‘rumors," conveyed
in a letter from a Bosnian government minister, had been
confirmed. He said the Bosnian Serbs had not replied to
requests for information.

The French **blindsided" NATO again Wednesday. Even as
spokesman Rayner came under a battering from the
international media, French spokesman Pemnod, sitting
alongside, did not reveal that the Serbs had arrested and
released the three other Bosnians.
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Spirit of Giving:
May it Live On
All Year Long

t's hard to believe that Christmas is here again, with a
Inew year right around the corner. I love the holiday

traditions I grew up with and am always swamped by
nostalgia every time | hear a familiar carol or unpack an
ornament. -

In myv honie. we waited until close to Christmas Eve to
put up our tree and usually didn’t finish decorating until
late that night. We made ornaments out of papier mache,
tin foil. pipe cleaners and anything else we could imagine.
My mother would praise our creations, and my father would
ask which side was up.

Over the vears. | plaved most of the parts in our church

nativity pageant. And one night, I even suffered the
indignity of having ‘my halo fall off as I fainted in an
overheated sanctuary.

When Bill and I married, we meld-
ed our traditions, and after Chelsea
was born, we created new ones for
her. We put up our tree a little
earlier and make special Christmas
cookies together. It seems like every
year we watch Chelsea perform in
“The Nutcracker” and church pag-
eants. We still talk about the bitterly
cold night the pipes froze in our
church. The fire department arrived
right before one little angel’s hair
caught fire from the candle she was
holding, causing her father to vault
over his seat to smother the flames
with his hands.

Bill and | are happy to be over midnight hunts on
Christmas Eve for toy batteries we’d forgotten. But we still
wait too long to buy and wrap our presents, and as we get
older. we spend more time searching for the stocking
stuffers we cleverly hid away in July.

\We've always been blessed at Christmas, but we know
that's not the case for many children whose families have
fallen on hard times. Instead of feeling excited about Santa
coming, thev are worried he will never find them.

These children can only hope that somebody—anybody—
will remember them during the holidays.

This year, there is a soaring demand for clothing, shelter,

ing to jor charitable
food and toys, according to nearly every major ¢
organization in the United States. In .V_Vashmgton, one
church even had to turn away hungry families over Thanks-

iving after running out of food. _
§ Th[:)se seeking help are not just the poor and_ homel_ess.

Increasingly, they also are working families beset by medlcz.ll
catastrophes, layoffs and economic factors beyond their
control. ‘

“There are simply more needy people,” says Robert ’A.
Watson, national commander of the Salvation Army. “We’'re
frantically trying to make the available resources go as far as

possible.”
Americans are responding to needs here and around the

world.

Mary Damron of Ikes Fork, W.Va., began cqllecting toys,
medical supplies and candy and putting therp in shoe b.oyes
after watching pictures of the war in Bosnia on television
one night. After two weeks, she and member§ of her
community had filled 1,200 boxes, which were delivered to
children in Bosnia last Christmas. This year, she collect_ed
more than 6,000 boxes. When Mary came to the White
House to tell us about her work, she gave me a shoe box to
t”l"I'n St. Louis. Catholic Charities has started a Secret Saqta
program with kids in shelters. day care qnd community
centers writing letters to Santa Claus asking for specific
gifts for Christmas. “I live in a shelter. so I know my mom
cannot give me what I am asking you for,” an 8-year-old'boy
wrote. “T want a remote control car. Thank you.” Qne htt.le
girl asked for a Barbie doll to share withw

named Adrienne wrote, “I love you, Santa Claus, and say a
prayer for my family.” A 10-year-old named Anthony asked
for a football, and a“12-year-old boy wrote, “Santa, I want
you and Mrs. Claus to have a merry, merry Christmas.”

The letters are sent to members of the community who
agree to buy a gift along with something practical, like
mittens, a hat or a scarf. ’

When we lived in Arkansas, we bought presents for
families who had written letters as part of a similar Secret
Santa program. On Christmas Eve, we drove to their houses
and delivered the gifts of food, clothes and toys in person.

We saw the desperation of mothers who were recently
widowed or whose husbands had deserted them. We found
couples struggling to provide for their children on mini-
mum-wage jobs. Once, we ended up in a tiny room over a
honky-tonk bar where a 55-year-old woman lived all alone.
Someone who knew of her difficult situation had written a
letter on her behalf. She never dreamed that anyone would
care enough to visit her on Christmas Eve.

Celebrating Christmas can create wonderful traditions for
our own children as well as for boys and girls who might
otherwise be left out. But if the season is to have any lasting
meaning after the wrapping paper is picked up and the tree
is taken down, its spirit should live in our hearts throughout
the vear.
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TALKING IT OVER
BY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
RELEASE: WEEKEND, JANUARY 6-7, 1996

Over the holidays, Bill and | delighted in the company of our nephews,
19-month-old Tyler and 6-month-old Zachary.

Along with their parents, grandparents, Chelsea and assorted other baby
watchers, we read and talked to them, ran after Tyler as he explored the White
House and encouraged Zach to follow in his walker. We took turns telling Tyler
that he shouldn't throw his food on the floor and carrying Zach around when he
needed comforting.

No one can predict what the future holds for these little boys, but for now,
they are being guided and protected by adults who are nurturing them with the
love, time and energy that children need to develop their brains, bodies and
characters.

Zachary and Tyler are luckier than many children. It's hard to pick up a
newspaper or watch the TV news without finding a story about an abused,
neglected or abandoned child. When | look at the children | love, | ask myself
how anyone could mistreat a child.

| thought about that question when | recently visited St. Ann's Infant and
Matemity Home just outside Washington, D.C. For 136 years, St. Ann's has
taken in and cared for children whose own families have been unable or
unwilling to give them the love, care and security they deserve from the adults in
their lives. :

| took Socks, our cat, with me. He was the real star, as little hands
reached out to pet him and voices pleaded for penmission to hold him.

While Socks was holding court, | saw babies whose development had
been delayed or disturbed because they suffered from the effects of drugs their
mothers had taken. | saw tiny bodies that had been abused physically and
sexually. | looked into the bewildered eyes of children whose fathers had never
known them and whose mothers had given up trying to cope with life. Sister
Josephine Murphy, the director, told me stories about how the children's
academic and behavioral problems were rooted in their feelings of
worthlessness and insecurity.

| also met young mothers enrolled in a parenting program who are
leaming how to take care of their babies and acquiring skills that will enable
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them to work and support themselves. As | talked with these young women, |
was reminded yet again that parenting does not come naturally to many of us.
We frequently need hands-on instruction to take care of our children. | know |
needed help and advice, which | sought out from other parents, books, advice
columns, doctors and friends.

As a modem society, we know more about what children need to develop
than ever before. But, ironically, we still have too few organized ways of
supporting parents in the most important work they do. We have not figured out
how to replace the extended family, clan or village that looked out for children in
earlier times. As a result, many parents don't get the information or the help they
need to become the best possible mothers and fathers they can be.

For example, many parents still don't know that reading and talking to
children are the most important ways they can help prepare them for school.
Other parents don't know what questions to ask to distinguish between good
and inferior child care. Still others are at a loss about how to childproof a home
to avoid the thousands of accidents that injure and kill children every year.

it is time to make some changes for our children’s sake. Advances in
technology and the global economy along with other developments in society
have brought us much good, but they have also strained the fabric of family life,
leaving us and our children poorer in many ways -- physically, intellectually,
emotionally, spiritually.

This is one of the reasons | wrote my book, "It Takes a Village to Raise a
Child and Other Lessons Our Children Teach Us.” My goal was to share Ideas
and programs that work and to start people thinking about what all of us can do
in our homes, workplaces, neighborhoods, schools, churches and govemments
to help families raise happy, responsible and resilient children. It truly does take
a village of caring adults to raise a child. | hope all of us will choose to help.
ensure a brighter future for our children.

COPYRIGHT 1996 CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED '
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In 1992, in the midst of the presidential campaign, a story was reported about land
in Arkansas that my husband and | invested in during the late 1970s.

Now, four years later, the "Whitewater" matter has been investigated by two
congresslonal committees, two independent counsels, the Resolution Trust Corporation
and scores of reporters. There have been 45 days of hearings in the Senate and House.
The White House and our lawyers have turned over 50,000 pages of documents, and the
President and | have answered every question put before us. | personally have been
interviewed by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and the independent counsel,
and have answered questions in writing submitted by the RTC and Sen. Alfonse
D'Amato's committee.

Close to $30 milllon in taxpayer money has been spent investigating Whitewater.
But none of these exhaustive inquiries has turned up evidence that we did anything
illegal, unethical or wrong.

Still, the questions keep coming. And so do the gilegations and insinuations, even
though we continually knock them down,

| want to assure the American public that we will continue to cooperate with all
reasonable inquiries, as we have in the past. Nobody wants to end this controversy more
than we do.

But it becomes increasingly difficult to do so when the facts are lost in a blizzard of
innuendo and shifting accusations. Let me give you an example of what | mean.

An independent inquiry, completed last month, found no evidence of wrongdoing
on our part and called for an end to the Resolution Trust Corporation's investigation of
Whitewater. But weeks passed before congressional investigators were willing to release
these findings to the public. They did so only after heavy pressure from Democratic
members of the Senate committee.

So much for a search for the truth.

Since most Americans never heard about this report, let me fill you in. It was
conducted for the Resolution Trust Corporation by one of the nation's leading law firms,
Pillsbury, Madison & Sutro. It took more than two years to complete and cost nearly $4
million. A prominent Republican, former U.S. Attorney Jay Stephens, headed the inquiry.

It concluded that the President and | were passive investors in a failed land
transaction and lost more than $40,000 on Whitewater, as we have said all along. It also
concluded that we had little knowledge and no control over the Whitewater project.
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Further, it affirmed what we have said from day one: that we had no knowledge of
any money flowing from Madison Guaranty Savings & Loan to Whitewater, and that we
did not receive any loans or dividends from the savings and loan. (Madison Guaranty
was acquired by our partner in Whitewater, James B. McDougal, some years (SET ITAL)
after (END ITAL) we invested in the project.)

As for matters relating to Madison, the report found no evidence that | had any
knowledge of any wrongdoing on the part of the savings and loan while | was at the Rose
Law Firm.

Billing records locatod after the report was completed confirm that | did minimal
legal work on Madison -~ an average of about one hour a week over 15 months, just as |
have said from the beginning. ’

Despite these conclusive findings in the Resolution Trust Corporation report, there
was no press conference, no announcement, no effort by congressional investigators to
make them public.

This detailod and impartial report was finally released last week, but only after one
member of the committee told his colleagues, "The committee makes much ado about
supposed failures of the White House to turn over documents, while it refuses to release
voluminous documents that strongly buttress the Clintons’ statements about Whitewater."

He went on to caution that in recent weeks the Whitewater investigation had
deteriorated into a series of unsubstantiated and outrageous accusations on matters that
in some cases have yet to be the subject of testimony.

With each new round of allegatlons, we have responded with documents and
facts. And each time we do, more questions are conjured up, shifting the ground once
again. b i

As one veteran columnist observed, the investigations “promise. horrors and prove
nothing."

What will happen next during this presidential election year? | don't know what to
expect. But | do know that we will continue to cooperate and give answers to questions
about events that took place 10 to 20 years ago.

| also know that the American people are fundamentally fair. And in the end, I'm
sure they will be able to separate fact from fictioh, and to tell the difference between truth
and scandal-mongering.

COPYRIGHT 1996 CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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TALKING IT OVER
BY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

When you think of the arts in America, what first pops into your mind? If you're like
most of us, you probably have an image of adults -- wealthy adults -~ who have the time
and money to go to the opera, attend a play or concert, or spend hours browsing through
a museum.

In fact, the greatest beneficiaries of public funding for the arts are America's
children. Through federal support of local arts agéncies and community groups,
hundreds of thousands of children each year are able to discover the joy, discipline and
self-confidence that comes from their own artistic and creative expression.

That's why current arguments about limiting public funding for the arts are so
misguided -- and short-sighted. Leaming to paint, dance, write poetry, act, sing or play an
instrument gives children reasons to believe in themselves and their own futures.

For many children from impoverished backgrounds, exposure to the arts can
literally mean the difference between a life of accomplishment and one of hopelessness
and failure. This idea is not my own; a recent report issued by the President's Committee
for the Arts and Humanities, "“Coming Up Taller," identified cultural programs that provide
young people with safe and productive alternatives to crime, violence, gangs, drugs and
other disturbing elements of popular culture. \

One of those is the Manchester Craftsmen's Guild in Pittsburgh. It is a testament to
the power of the arts to transform children's lives. The organization, which is supported
by both the National Endowment for the Arts and donations from corporate and private
foundations, trains inner-city schoolchildren in ceramic art and photography and opens
their ears to world-class music.

But its students leam much more than how to shape clay, take pictures and
appreciate jazz. They leave the guild knowing that they have the potential and tools to
become successful and productive citizens. Eighty percent of the guild's students go on

to college.

| met Bill Strickland, the founder of the Manchester Craftsmen's Guild, last month
at a White House ceremony to celebrate arts programs that serve "at-risk" youth. Bill was
himself headed in a downward spiral, he says, until an inner-city art teacher introduced
him to “ceramics, jazz, and beautiful objects” and taught him that "having ideas had
value.”

‘I learned that | could achieve recognition from my peers through creative activity,"

he says.
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Determined to give other children the same opportunities he enjoyed, he founded
the guild. "The antidote for these ‘at-risk' children, we have discovered, is to surround
them with good architecture, good food, good artists and good teachers who are allowed
to function in well-equipped environments and who will not accept anything less than the
best that the human imagination can provide,” he says.

Hundreds of young people have passed through the guild's doors during the past
nine years. In that time, the guild has never had a police call, a fight, or a drug or alcohol-
related incident. Although it's located in one of Pittsburgh's most depressed
neighborhoods, there are no bars on the windows, security cameras in the building or
guards at the door.

"Given the current enthusiasm for building prisons to lock people up," Bill said, "I
would challenge them to build centers like this one to set children free."

While those who oppose public funding for programs like the Manchester
Craftsmen's Guild have not succeeded in abolishing the National Endowment for the Arts
and other federal cultural programs, their crusade will continue. And that means that all of
us who care about the arts -- and what the arts can do for children -- have to work as hard
as we can to protect a 30-year bipartisan commitment to making the arts more accessible
to more Americans.

That historical commitment represents a belief that the arts have the power not
Py only to improve our aesthetic surroundings but to improve our society as well. Leaming
‘~._‘ ; about culture, after all, is fundamental to understanding our own heritage and the diverse

' world in which we live.
| find it particularly ironic that those who bemoan America's loss of values
(particularly those arising from Westem civilization) are often the first to recommend
cutting public funds for the arts. Without federal support for arts programs, countless
children would never be exposed to Sophocles, Shakespeare or Mozart -- or the painting
of Georgia O'Keeffe, the music of Wynton Marsalis and the dance of Arthur Mitchell.
Today, funding for the NEA costs every American 32 cents a year, less than the
price of a candy bar. For those who wonder whether it is money well spent, ask yourself
this question: Would you rather see a child pick up a paintbrush or a pistol? Would you
rather see a child pick up a guitar or a gun?
COPYRIGHT 1996 CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
May 21, 1996
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My late mother-in-law was a chain smoker for most of her life. Whenever she
came to visit us at the Governor’'s Mansion in Little Rock, she always had to go
outside to smoke.

After lighting up one day, she asked Chelsea, who was almost 8, what she
wanted for her birthday. "I want you to quit smoking,” Chelsea said.

That simple plea from a granddaughter heiped end a 48-year addiction to
cigarettes. My mother-in-law stopped smoking for good on Chelsea’s birthday in
1988.

Children have always been the most persuasive voices in convincing adults
to give up cigarettes. | don't think I've ever met a child who hasn't been blunt about
his or her aversion to smoke. Consider the fifth-grader who wrote in a letter to my
daughter: "l hate smoking. | can't even be around smoke. | cough and choke.”

Yet somehow between childhood and adolescence, too many young people
forget their better instincts and begin smoking. Adolescents account for the
purchase of some 500 million packs of cigarettes a year. On any given day, 3,000
young people become regular smokers. And nearly 1,000 of them will die as a
result of thelr addiction.

Recently, there has been renewed debate over whether tobacco is addictive.
| think most of us agree that it is, and we appreciate those loud warnings that Dr. C.
Everett Koop, the Surgeon General from 1981 to 1989, gave us when he talked
about the dangers of smoking.

Yet while many adults -- elementary-school teachers and parents, especially
-- are working to combat the lure of smoking, still others are getting children hooked
for life.

Consider this: The Weekly Reader, a popular children's magazine, published
articles on smoking between 1989 and 1994 that spread tobacco-industry views
and offered limited information about the health eftects of smoking, according to a
study by a medical professor at the University of California at San Francisco.

It turns out that The Weekly Reader is owned by the same company that at
the time owned RJR Nabisco, the country's second-largest maker of cigarettes.

Another study has shown that Joe Camel, the cartoon mascot of Camel
cigarettes, is now as recognizable to 6-year-olds as Mickey Mouse. Joe is
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everywhere -- on jackets, baseball caps, gym bags, tank tops. No wonder Camel is
the most familiar cigarette brand among 12- to 17-year-olds.

Our children can't even watch their favorite sporting events without seeing
the logo of a cigarette brand on a stadium wall or in the background of the television
screen. Movies today are filled with characters reaching for a cigarette -- or worse,
marijuana, the next step for some kids who get hooked on tobacco. Last fall, for
example, | was shocked when my mother and | watched two "family” movies in
which the heroines casually smoked marijuana.

What is clear is that commercial interests -- and corporate greed -- are
working against our children.

If children can get through their adolescent years without smoking, chances
are, they won't light up as adults. And they are less likely to fall down the slippery
slope that begins with cigarettes and leads to illegal drugs and other destructive
addictions and behaviors.

To help reduce smoking among young people, the Clinton administration
has proposed regulations that, if put into effect, would allow cigarettes to be sold
only in face-to-face transactions with adults. Tobacco billboards would be
prohibited within 1,000 feet of schools and playgrounds. Other blllboards and
magazines with significant youth readerships could only display black and white,
text-only advertising.

Companies would not be allowed to sell or give away products such as hats
bearing a cigarette logo or name. Brand names such as Virginia Slims or Winston
could not sponsor sporting events (although those events could be sponsored in
the corporate name). And the tobacco industry would fund a public education
campaign about the dangers children face from smoking.

Whether or not these regulations go into effect, we need to be more vigilant
as a society about the social costs of business decisions and how they influence
our children.

While we all want to encourage competition and innovation -- hallmarks of
American capitalism -- we must strike the right balance between the freedom
businesses need to make profits, and the preservation of family and community
values. We can't afford to sacrifice either one.

COPYRIGHT 1996 CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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The pregnant woman wore an alpaca shawl over her blouse and full skirt, the
traditional Indian dress in Bolivia. She looked about 35 and was attending a prenatal
class at a health clinic | visited this week in the Bolivian capital, La Paz. She was
nursing a 3-month-old baby and expecting her eighth child, who she hoped would be
her last.

| was in Bolivia to attend the Sixth Conference of Wives of Heads of State and
Government of the Americas. Women from countries throughout the Western
Hemisphere got together to talk about strategies to eliminate measles, promote
education reform and improve maternal health in our region.

Bolivia, a country of majestic beauty in the heart of South America, was an
auspicious location for such a discussion. More women die in Bolivia during
pregnancy and childbirth than in any other country in South America. But in the face of
this human tragedy, Bolivia has become a model of how one nation can respond to the
crisls of maternal mortality by galvanizing the government, non-governmental
organizations and the medical establishment to launch a nationwide family-pfanning
campaign.

In a country where half of all expecting mothers go through pregnancy and
childbirth alone -- without medical attention of any kind -- Bolivia's aggressive effort to
educate women about their own health and their options for childbearing is resulting in
safer pregnancies, stronger families and fewer abortions. Without access to family
planning, women in Bolivia -- and in many developing nations -- often turn in
desperation to illegal, unsafe abortions that can end in death or serious injury. Deaths
from abortion complications account for half of all maternal deaths in Bolivia.

As Bolivia has ably demonstrated, voluntary family planning teaches women
about the benefits of spacing children several years apart, breast-feeding, good
nutrition, prenatal and postpartum visits and safe deliveries. it also decreases the
number of abortions.

Bolivia's success at preventing mothers from dying and lowering abortion rates
has been possible, in part, because of help from the United States and other countries.
The U.S. Agency for International Development has provided financial and technical
assistance to help Bolivia establish a network of primary health care clinics.
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The clinic | visited in La Paz is one that the United States helped start. Called
PROSALUD (which, loosely translated, means “for the good of health" in Spanish), the
clinic has doctors and nurses who offer round-the-clock prenatal, obstetric and
pediatric services, as well as counseling about family planning in a poor
neighborhood of 15,000 people. In the first six months of this year, the clinic staff
provided 2,200 medical consultations, delivered 200 babies, registered 700 new
family-planning users and immunized 2,500 children.

There are obvious benefits of such a program to Bolivian women, children and
families, but health and family-planning services also help alleviate poverty and
contribute to the economic stability of a democratic ally in our hemisphere. Yet
opponents of foreign assistance and particularly of family planning in Congress are
trying to eviscerate U.S. funding for programs like the one | saw at PROSALUD. Some
argue that the United States has no national interest in the health and well-being of
other countries' citizens. Others mistakenly suggest that family planning is being used
to encourage -- rather than decrease -- abortions. In fact, our government has
prohibited funding of any overseas project that promotes abortion since 1973.

Ignoring this, Congress last year approved draconian cuts in family-planning
assistance amounting to a 35 percent reduction in funds. To add insult to injury, the
cuts were accompanied by new restrictions that delayed delivery of aid for the first nine
months of the fiscal year.

; Similar harsh cuts and delays are included in the current budget, meaning that
many organizations could again be denied assistance for months and then receive it
only in monthly installments.

According to a recent analysis by five population organizations, the funding cuts
alone will result in an increase of 1.6 million abortions, more than 8,000 maternal
deaths, and 134,000 infant deaths in developing countries.

Family-planning campaigns at work in Bolivia and elsewhere represent
sensible, cost-effective and long-term strategies for improving women's health,
strengthening families and lowering the rate of abortion. My husband's administration
remains committed to the continuation of these investments. And | will do everything |
can to ensure that U.S. support for these initiatives continues. If you share my concern,
| hope you will add your voice to mine and give all women everywhere the same
opportunities for their lives we take for granted in ours.

COPYRIGHT 1996 CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.
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76.
77.
78.
79
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.

Arts and Kids
Commencement

Talking Women

Father's Day
Summer/Curfews

FMLA

Central Europe

Central Europe II

Smoking

Olympics
Olympics/Terrorism

ADA/ Title IX

National Parks

Chicago

Chicago - convention
Seeds of Peace

Medals of Freedom
Lessons Without Borders
Nina Hyde Center
Beijing One Year Later
Shannon Lucid

Socks

Superman comic

Henry Ossawa Tanner
Campaign Highlights
Election Day

Australia

Thailand - Child Prostitution
Bolivia - Family Planning
Life inside the White House
Adoption

Christmas Eve

New Years Eve

Gulf War Syndrome
Position statement
Inauguration Day
Abortion

Microcredit

Working Women
Washington, D.C.
Millenium

Elizabeth Glaser/AIDS
Single Parent Scholarships
Africal

Africa Il

Africa III (Women)

May 22, 1996

May 29, 1996

June 5, 1996

June 11, 1996

June 18, 1996

June 25, 1996

July 3, 1996

July 10, 1996

July 17, 1996

July 23, 1996

July 30, 1996

August 6, 1996
August 13, 1996
August 20, 1996
August 27, 1996
September 3, 1996
September 10, 1996
September 17, 1996
September 24, 1996
October 1, 1996
October 8, 1996
October 15, 1996
October 22, 1996
October 29, 1996
November 5, 1996
November 13, 1996
November 20, 1996
November 26, 1996
December 3, 1996
December 10, 1996
December 17, 1996
December 24, 1996
December 31, 1996
January 7, 1997
January 14, 1997
January 21, 1997
January 29, 1997
February 4, 1997
February 11, 1997
February 19, 1997
February 25, 1997
March 4, 1997
March 11, 1997
March 18, 1997
March 25, 1997
April 2, 1997



91.
92.
D3,
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99

100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
Ll
R
113.
114.
1153
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.
1.2
123.
124.
125:
126.
127.
128.
129.
130.
131.
1B2:
Jhei2y
134.
135.

Child Care

Brain Conference

Service

FDR Memorial

Mother’s Day

Latin America Trip
Children’s Health Insurance
Anne Frank

Chelsea’s Graduation
Fatherhood

D.C. Schools

Foster care

Food Safety

Mars Pathfinder

Salzburg Seminar
Immunizations

Smoking in Movies

Balanced Budget

Children’s Dosages

125th Anniversary of Yellowstone
Games

Princess Diana

Mother Teresa

Chelsea and College
Arkansas and Central High School
Arts and the Humanities
Global Warming and Children
Latin and South America

50th Birthday Party

Joyce McCartan

Plane Incident

Adoption and Safe Families Act
Foster Care

Soviet Union

Holiday Season

Women’s Rights

Buddy

Bosnia Christmas

New Year’s Eve

Child Care

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
White House Endowment Fund
Save America’s Treasures
WEF-Switzerland

Early Learning

April 8, 1997

April 15, 1997
April 23, 1997
April 30, 1997
May 6, 1997

May 13, 1997

May 20, 1997

May 27, 1997

June 3, 1997

June 10, 1997

June 17, 1997

June 24, 1997

July 2, 1997

July 9, 1997

July 16, 1997

July 22, 1997

July 29, 1997
August 5, 1997
August 12, 1997
August 19, 1997
August 26, 1997
September 3, 1997
September 10, 1997
September 18, 1997
September 23, 1997
October 2, 1997
October 7, 1997
October 14, 1997
October 28, 1997
November 4, 1997
November 11, 1997
November 18, 1997
November 20, 1997
November 25, 1997
December 2, 1997
December 9, 1997
December 16, 1997
December 23, 1997
December 30, 1997
January 6, 1998
January 13, 1998
January 20, 1998
January 27, 1998
February 3, 1998
February 10, 1998






Column Index

Arts

Funding for the 5/22/96
Arts and Kids

Henry Ossawa Tanner 10/29/96

Millennium Initiative 2/25/97

Arts and the Humanities 10/2/97
1st Millennium Lecture 2/17/98

Children & Families

Adoption
(Mother Teresa Home) 7/30/95
(Tax Credits) 5/15/96

(New Adoption Targets) 12/17/96
(Bills to speed up process) 6/24/97
(Adopt. & Safe Fam. Act) 11/18/97

Public Television 8/13/95
Calvin Klein (Advertising)  9/24/95
Children’s Hospitals 11/19/95
Millitary Families
2/17/95
St. Ann’s Orphanage 1/7/96
Divorce 1/28/96
Chelsea at 16 2/29/96
TV Executives Summit 3/1/96
Funding for the
5/22/96
Arts and Kids
Father’s Day 6/11/96
(Role of Fathers)
Summer/Curfews 6/18/96
Family and Medical 6/25/96
Leave Act
Superman 10/22/96
(Children and Landmines)
Campaign Highlights 11/5/96

Thailand (Child Prostitution) 11/26/96
Single Parent Scholarships  3/11/97
Child Care 4/8/97
WH Conference on the Brain 4/15/97
Children’s Health Insurance 5/20/97
Fatherhood (Father’s Day) 6/10/97

D.C. Schools 6/17/97
Immunizations 7/22/97
Children’s Dosages 8/12/97
Global Warming & Children 10/7/97
Foster Care 11/20/97
Child Care 1/6/98
Children’s Health Insurance 2/24/98
Dr. Seuss 3/3/98
Domestic Issues

Legal Aid 4/24/96
Washington, D.C. 2/19/97
Balanced Budget 8/5/97

Save America’s Treasures 1/27/98
1st Millennium Lecture 2/17/98

Environment

Lady Bird Johnson 3/20/96
National Parks 8/13/96
Yellowstone’s 125th 8/19/97

Global Warming & Children 10/7/97

Foreign Policy & Aid

United Nations 11/5/95
50th Anniversary

Bosnia Relief’ 2/4/96
Chemobyl 5/1/96
Seeds of Peace 9/3/96
Medals of Freedom 9/10/96
Lessons Without Borders 9/17/96
Superman 10/22/96

(Children and Landmines)
Marshall Plan (Netherlands) 5/27/97

Salzburg Seminar 7/16/97
Latin and South America 10/14/97
Soviet Union 11/25/97
Bosnia Christmas 12/23/97
WEF-Switzerland 2/3/98






Olympics (William Sloane) 7/23/96
Seeds of Peace 9/3/96
Medals of Freedom 9/10/96
Lessons Without Borders 9/17/96
(Intl. Assistance/Foreign Aid)

Shannon Lucid 10/8/96

Henry Ossawa Tanner 10/29/96
(White House)

FDR Memorial 3/30/97
(President’s Knee Injury)

Princess Diana 9/3/97

Mother Teresa 9/10/97

Joyce McCartan 11/4/97

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  1/13/98

Personal

Introduction 7/23/95

Vacations 8/20/95

20th Wedding Anniversary 10/8/95

Readers’ Letters 10/29/95

New Year’s Resolutions 12/31/95

Christmas Traditions 12/24/95

Chelsea at 16 2/29/96

Chicago Cubs 4/17/96

Mother’s Day 5/15/96
(POTUS Column Virginia Kelley)

Women Who Have 6/5/96
Influenced Me

Chicago 8/20/96
(Memories of Childhood)

Socks 10/15/96

Campaign Highlights 11/5/96

Election Day 11/13/96

Life Inside the WH 12/10/96

Position Statement 1/14/97
(Next 4 Years)

FDR Memorial 3/30/97
(President’s Knee Injury)

Mother’s Day 5/6/97
(Dorothy Rodham)

Chelsea’s Graduation 6/3/97

Games/Vacation 6/26/97

Chelsea and College 9/17/197

Arkansas and Central H.S.  9/23/97
50th Birthday Party 10/28/97

Plane Incident 11/11/97
Holiday Season 12/2/97
Buddy 12/16/97
Bosnia Christmas 12/23/97
New Year’s Eve 12/30/97
rvic
Martin Luther King Jr. 1/14/96
Chemobyl 5/1/96
Service Summit 4/23/97
Travel

Beijing (Women’s Rights) 9/10/95
Mongolia (Democracy) 9/17/95

South America 10/15/95
(Eleanor Roosevelt
and International Relations)
Ireland 12/10/95
(Women and Peace, Joyce McCarten)
Bosnia (U.S. Soldiers) 3/27/96
Greece/Turkey (Olympics) 4/3/96
Central Europe | 7/3/96
(New Democracies & Growth)
Central Europe Il 7/10/96
(Democracy)
Chicago 8/20/96
(Memories of Childhood)
Australia (Women'’s Roles) 11/20/96
Thailand 11/26/96
(Child Prostitution)
Bolivia 12/3/96
(Family Planning & Microcredit)
Africa 3/18/97
(New Democracies & Growth)
South Africa 3/25/97
(Truth and Reconcilliation
Commission)
Africalll 4/2/97
(War, Hardships, and Women)
Latin America Trip 5/13/97

(Women and Microenterprise)
Netherlands (Marshall Plan) 5/27/97
Latin and South America 10/14/97
Plane Incident 11/11/97
Soviet Union 11/25/97








