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HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

Business:Home:

02/01/77 - cializing in

09/79 - 01/80

08/74 - 02/77

01/74 - 08/74

06/73 - 01/74

Commission on Skills of the

Board of Directors, Children's Television Workshop, 1989 -

Board of Directors, Wal-Mart Stores, Inc 1986• ♦

Inc. ("The Country's

Board of Directors, Lafarge Corporation, 1990 -

Southern Development Bancorporation,

Board of Directors, Public/Private Ventures, 1990

Board of Directors, TCBY Enterprises,
Best Yogurt"), 1989 -

University of Arkansas of Little Rock School of Law, Little 
Rock, Arkansas, Lecturer in Law

Impeachment Inquiry Staff, Judiciary Committee, United States 
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C., Counsel

Rose Law Firm, Little Rock, Arkansas, Partner 
litigation

University of Arkansas School of Law, Fayetteville, Arkansas, 
Assistant Professor of Law; Director, University of Arkansas 
Legal Aid Clinic.

Board of Directors, National Alliance of Business Center for 
Excellence in Education, 1990 -

Governor's Mansion
1800 Center Street
Little Rock, Arkansas 72206

Rose Law Firm
120 East Fourth Street
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

Chair, American Bar Association Commission on Women in the 
Profession; 1987 - 1991

Board of Directors, National Center on Education and the
Economy, 1987 -

PROFESSIONAL 
EXPERIENCE:

REPRESENTATIVE
PUBLIC AND 
PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE:

Co-Chair for Implementation,
American Workforce, 1991 -

Children's Defense Fund, Cambridge, Massachusetts and 
Washington, D.C., and Carnegie Council on Children, New Haven, 
Connecticut.

Board of Directors,
1986 -

Chair, Board of Directors, Children's Defense Fund, 
Washington, D.C., 1986 -; Member, Board of Directors, 1976 -



1

Board of Directors, "I Have a Dream" Foundation, 1988 -

Board of Directors, Arkansas Children's Hospital, 1988

Board of Directors, New Futures for Little Rock Youth, 1988 -

1988

88

Chair, Arkansas Education Standards Committee, 1983-84

D.C.,

Chair, Arkansas Rural Health Committee, 1979-1980

The Fellows, American Bar Foundation, 1990

Chair, Board of Directors, New World Foundation, New York, New 
York, 1 987 - 88; Member, Board of Directors, 1983

Member, Commission on Quality Education, Southern Regional 
Education Board, 1984 -

Board of Directors, Child Care Action Campaign, New York, New 
York, 1986 -

Yale Law School Executive Committee, New Haven, Connecticut, 
1983 - 1988; Treasurer, 1987

Southern Governors Association Task Force on Infant Mortality, 
1984-85

Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families, Founder, 
President and Member of Board of Directors, 1977-1984

American Bar Association; American Trial Lawyers Association; 
Arkansas Bar Association; and Arkansas Trial Lawyers 
Association; Pulaski County Bar Association; Arkansas 
Association of Women Lawyers

Chair, Legal Services Corporation, Washington, 
1978-1980; Member, Board of Directors, 1977-1981

Board of Directors, Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute, 
1988 -

Member, Youth and America's Futures The William T. Grant 
Foundation Commission on Work, Family and Citizenship, 1986 - 
1988



The Best Lawyers in America, 1987, 1989-1990, 1991-1992

1985,

Pulaski County Bar Association Lawyer Citizen Award, 1987

Who1s Who in American Law

The World Who's Who of Women

Arkansas Woman of the Year, 1983

Arkansas Honor Young Mother of the Year, 1984

Arkansas Press Broadcasters Newsmaker of the Year, 1984

Honorary Life Member, The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi

Delta Kappa Gamma Society for Women Educators, Honorary 
Membership, 1985

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Lecture, University of Arkansas at Little 
Rock, 1984

X:\LIT\HRC\RESUME
122391/3

HONORS AND
AWARDS:

Paul Harris Fellow, recognizing service above self, Rotary 
Club of Little Rock, 1991

American Association of University Women, Honorary Membership,
1984

Directors' Choice Award, National Women's Economic Alliance
Foundation, 1991

Esquire Magazine Register, "The Best of the New Generation, 
Men and Women Under Forty Who Are Changing America," December, 
1984

Friend of Pediatrics, Arkansas Chapter, American Academy of 
Pediatrics, 1988

Gayle Pettus Pontz Award, Woman's Law Student Association, 
University of Arkansas at Fayetteville, "for outstanding 
excellence and achievement in the legal profession," 1989

Arkansas Bar Association and Arkansas Bar Foundation Award: 
"To recognize outstanding achievements as a lawyer and role 
model." 1985

The National Law Journal. "Profiles in Power, The 100 Most 
Influential Lawyers in America," 1988 and 1991

Honorary Doctor of Laws Degrees from the University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock, 1985, and Arkansas College, 
Batesville, Arkansas, 1988

Phi Delta Kappa Award for Outstanding Layman of the Year for 
Contributions to Education, 1984



PUBLICATIONS:

Abandonment and Neglect," Yale Law

EDUCATION:

New Haven,

X:\LIT\HRC\RESUME
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Wellesley College, Wellesley, Massachusetts, B.A. with High 
Honors, 1969; Durant Scholar; President, College Government; 
Vida Dutton Scudder Scholarship for Graduate Studies

"Children's Rights: A Legal Perspective," Children's Rights. 
Teachers College Press, New York, 1979

J.D.,

"Children's Policies:
Journal. June, 1977

Book review of All Our Children in "Public Welfare," Winter, 
1978

Handbook on Legal Rights for Arkansas Women. 1976 and 1987 
editions 

"Children Under the Law," Harvard Educational Review. January, 
1974

"Teacher Education: Of the People, By the People and For the 
People," in Beyond the Looking Glass: Papers from a National 
Symposium on Teacher Education Policies, Practices, and 
Research. March, 1985 and in Journal of Teacher Education. 
January-February, 1985 

Yale Law School, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut,
1973; Barristers ' Union Prize Trial; Director, 

Barristers' Union; Board of Editors, Yale Review of Law and 
Social Action; Yale Legal Services; Special Program in Law and 
Psychiatry sponsored by Yale Law School, the Yale Child Study 
Center and the Yale Medical School; Research Assistant for 
Professor Joseph Goldstein for book he co-authored with Drs. 
Anna Freud and Al Solnit, Beyond the Best Interests of the 
Child



Draft - Rosenblatt 
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Fir t La�y of this country develo s, creates 
of her public role, as she moves through the 
band 1 s presid ncy. But for , in any ways 

prologu . While I knowledge that bel g 1' irst Lady of 
ent fr 1m bing the Al ERICA'S FIRST DY, I have 

e th r r.e so teal similarities in ho, e might 
h po ition. So I encourage those who want to have an 

OvJ I ig t conduct my elf as Am•rica's First 1 dy to talk 
b ow T conducted Yw lf as Arkansa 's First Lady. 

tood in Arkdn as, being First Lady is a p b1 ic 
o closed door . There are no secret stx t ;y 

f the power is in being public. A public r 1e 
" potl,;_ght." How one directs and lev rages that 
�1 co on good is tle critical question. 

in tlr life of thi country, when certain issues 
p i rity. It is no accid nt, th.at I have focused 

t p oblen� confronting children and families and how 
i i: .. th e probl <.. The AMerican family is in 

l nd tl "spotl igl t'' now. 

·d nt governs but I bAlieve the
p �vo te for the i ues wr1ich 

h t bel v and ho w � ive :i ,,_ t.his 
'ch can co and attention and that :in 

for children a families. In . 
1 AcrOGS this 

g to ng business an· 
lhc for r and ski) l:;; 

young p o  and adults. mind, to be an 
a ily e th political nd common senGe 

� e and ho loud or how soft one's vvice needs 
sag" across. 

that there is inherent in the position of First 
tie in history, the sorting through of the 

n wh t is po sible, what is app;ropriate and what 
�h re are few straight lines. There are no direct 

n 9G's, there .:.s no national view of who or what a 
u t be and do.

PHOTOCOPY 
PRESERVATION 
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WASHINGTON WHISPERS 
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KEMP rates as early favorite in '96 GOP sweepstakes 
...................................... ........................

NORTH KOREA sends another Scud cargo to Iran, Syria 
...................................... ,, ..................... .

PEROT'S campaign: Is his $60 million ad blitz tax deductible? 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ♦ ••••• •••••••••••••••••••••• 

■ Earty line. Here, as seen by key
Republican insiders, is the early line
on the GOP field for 1996-regard­
less of the fate of the Bush-Quayle
ticket. Housing Secretary Jack Kemp:
rated the very early front-runner be­
cause of what many consider his en­
lightened brand of conservatism and
his new willingness to avoid arcane
issues such as the gold standard.
Vice President Dan Quayle: shored up
his Republican base during the cam­
paign, but if the Republicans lose
the White House, be may be tainted
by his close association with Bush.
Texas Sen. Phil Gramm: gets high
grades for party loyalty, but his key­
note speech at the convention
flopped, and he reminds too many
Republican stalwarts of Lyndon
Johnson. Defense Secretary Dick
Cheney: smart, respected and accept­
able to most of the party's many fac­
tions, but some think he's too low­
key and too willing to rest on his
gulf-war laurels. Former Education
Secretary William Bennett: has Ross
Perot's outspoken independence but
not his money. Massachusetts Gov.
William Weld: has shrewdly posi­
tioned himself as a conservative on
economic issues and a liberal on so­
cial issues, "a great combination for
the yuppies." White House Chief of
Staff James Baker: His campaign per­
formance dashed high hopes that he
is a miracle worker-even if Bush
stages a comeback. Joint Chiefs
Chairman Colin Powell: His political
independence notwithstanding, he
would make an appealing vice presi­
dential nominee or even a long-shot
No. I. Pat Buchanan: hurt himself
with his offensive performance at the
GOP convention but remains eager
for the next battle. Pat Robertson:
will try to take over the GOP at the
grass roots, but his f1rndamentalist
message won't sell nationwide.
George Bush: Even if he loses this
time, he won't be there in '96.

)l stall in any language 

■ Promises, promises.At feast 011e top
American auto-indus11y executive be­
lieves that the Japa11ese are stalling on
the "acti,on plan" worked out during
President Bush's hip to Tokyo fast Jan­
umy to almost double their purchases of
U.S.-made auto parts. Harold "Red"
Poling, Ford's CEO, believes that if the 
Japanese intended to buy aff the pa11s
they prom1ised to buy, more of the orders
would be coming in by now. Bw Poling
says that with some exceptions, the or­
ders are simply not there. A11swe1ing
critics w/zo charge that U.S. marketing
efforts in Japan have been hafjhea11ed
and too American-oriented, Poling
adds: "We fat Ford/ have been ve,y
aggressive in trying to get some of that
business. We have made presentations
to [their auto companies/ in Japanese
and with iapanese literature." He antic­
ipates that Tokyo will blame the pur­
chasing shortfall on a "weak domestic
economy." Japanese officials say it is
too early l'o judge an increase that is 1101
due to take effect umif /994.

■ On its way. Another North Korean
ship loaded with missiles is on its
way to the Middle East. U.S. intelli­
gence reports lhat the vessel, carry­
ing a cargo of as many as 100 of the
latest models of Scud ground-to­
ground missiles, left North Korea in
late October and is expected to dock
at the Persian Gulf port of Bandar
Abbas in Iran by the end of this
month. Half of the cargo is bound
for the Iranian military and the other
half will be shipped overland to Syr­
ia. Last year, when a North Korean
freighter loaded with a cargo of mis­
siles sailed for Syria, it mysteriously
developed mechanical trouble and
was forced to return home. Howev­
er, a second similarly laden vessel
man · March

ter eluding a U.S. Navy bloc 

■ The real Hillary? Sources close to
the Clinton campaign say that Hillary
Clinton has p1ivately asked for brief­
ings 011 the confirmation process and
procedures on Capitol Hill and in the
executive branch for getting key per­
so1111el placed in federal offices. Until
recently, say the sources, size played a
low-key public role in her husband's
race for the White House. But that will
end if Clinton wins the presidency this
week. "She wiff make Nancy Reagan
look like a s/11inki11g violet," ventures
one strategist familiar with the Clinton
campaign delibera1ions.

or Perot. Is the more th' 
millio oss Pero,r<:....-nr-r,,n his rec­
ord telev1s uctible? 
One far-out theory is that since Pe­
rot-who by one estimate may have 
earned as much as $143 million last 
year-was looking for a new job, he 
could try to write off some of his ex­
penses as the cost of seeking new em­
ployment. A former ranking official 
of the Internal Revenue Service spec­
ulates that if the Texan wins, he could 
at least try to deduct expenditures 
equal to the $800,000 in total salary 
he would be entitled to receive as 
president. However, an I RS spokes­
man says even that minimal deduc­
tion would be disallowed: "'Campaign 
expenses arc not tax deductible at 
any level, whether you're running for 
dog catcher or president." 

EDITED BY CHARLES FENYvESI 

U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT. NOVEMB.ER 9. 1992 



Yes! l would like a free prospectus containing more 
complete information on the Franklin U.S. Govern­
ment Securities Fund, including charges and 
expenses. I will read it carefully before l 
invest or send money. 

_ I am currently a Franklin shareholder. 

ame 

Address 

City/State/lip 

FRANKLIN 

BELIEVED 

A COVER ME 1T OF 

THE HIGHEST QUALITY. 

Today, the Franklin U.S. 
Government Securities Fund 
stands out as a quality invest­
ment if you seek high current 
income and high credit safety. 

This professionally managed 
fund of predominantly Ginnie 
Mae securities offers you: 

♦ Monthly dividends.

♦ U.S. government securities
that are among the highest
yielding on the market.

♦ Securities that carry the
full faith and credit of the
U.S. government as to the
timely payment of principal
and interest.I

Fact is, this is one of the 
largest government securities 
mutual funds in the world. 

Call your investment advisor 
or Franklin today. 

1-800-342-FU ND 

EXT 1339 

Daytime Phone 

USN9-2 

1339 

FRANKLIN DISTRIBUTORS, INC . 

Member $63 Billion Franklin Croup of Funds® 777 Mariners island 13lvd., San Mateo, CA 94404-1585 

f Individual securities in the fund, but not shares of the fund, arf' guaranteed by the U.S. go,f'mmenl. Yield and share price "�II vary 

,vith market c.'Onditions. 
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Bringing her oWD style to the changing of the guard 
No blueprtnt ell9II ftJr bow new 

tll"!ll ladle establish them9!lve In 
the White ROU!le. 

'1be U5U8l transition procedure 
for er.it ladles Is tJ,at there Isn't 
any," says presidential historian 
LewlsGould. 

But then, HIilary Olnton probably 
1'0Uldn't rouow such a plan anyway: 
She's a new breed; probably a 
groundbreaker. 

1.., the nation"! llrM baby-boom 
generation proff!!L'ilonol to become a 

Wbhle House spou,e, she's sure to 
break many a pn-cedent at 1600 

· Penm:ylvania Avenue.
In the�or handtngoverthene­

tlon's ftr.it l&dyshlp, though, the rules
are waiting to be written.

"Each transition Is treated on an
ad hoc be!!is," says career protocol 
offlt:er Petrick Doly, who'll been on 
har.d for the arrival of evf!ry �w 
8nt family since 1969. 

Aide Joyce Kravitz !'ii.Id Wednf'S­
cky that Clinton was "resting" and 

hadn't yet 9Cheduled medlfll'I with 
Barbara Bush's !tall' to dillc\m the 
lrall.'lition. 

In comlng days. though, Clinton 
wilt stBrt building a team that will 

· likely look like a 5m811 bu.-.iness: at
least two dozen specialists ranging 
from admlni!ltrative helpers to p�
deputic.,"1, policy advisers, social t!tt·
retorles and 9Cheduters. 

"What usually happens," Gould
i;ay.1, "is the outgoing ftf!;t lady and
the Incoming lirst lady meet for a 

'1911. and Ille outgo!� Ir.it lady 911)'1. 
'This Is going to be a lot more work 
than you realize.' And that's about 
It� 

Gould repeal'! Ille wlddy beld ex­
pectation that Ointon will want to 
have a largpr public role In her b1& 
band's presidency than previous 
llr.it ladles. 

This time, Gould 98J'I. "We're ln 
Dncharted territory. M� Clinton 
will want to go for policy Imped." 

-M•rllyoG� 
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HILLARY
CLINTON

*

/- 3

ELECTION *9 2 A

I By Mimi Hall
USA TODAY

I'l

Now, with the campaign behind 
her, "she has the upper hand in defin­
ing her role,” says Penn State histori­
an Tim Blessing, an authority on first 
ladies. “She can be the nation’s first 
conscience, or she can be the nation’s 
first hostess."

But Betsey Wright, a longtime aide ' 
to the governor, says Clinton won’t ap­
point his wife to a high post. To do so 
wouldn’t be in Bill Clinton's best inter­
est, she jokes, because "that would rel­
egate her to just one area” when she’s 
so knowledgeable on so many topics

Wright downplays expectations that 
Hillary Clinton will try to radically al­
ter the role of first lady, saying: 
“Vmi'rD noinn tn not

In the final frantic days of the presi­
dential campaign, when the pace took 
a physical toll and Bill Clinton’s voice 
failed, Hillary Clinton re-emerged.

In striking stump speeches reminis­
cent of the early days of the campaign 
when she promised cheering voters, 
"Elect him and you get me,” Hillary 
Ginton took to the microphone and 
leveled fiercely partisan attacks on 
her husband’s opponents.

| They were the kind of speeches 
that prompt supporters to chant “Bill- 
uh-ry, Bill-uh-ry” at rallies and en­
courage residents of Little Rock to dis­
play bumper stickers declaring “Put 
Hillary in the White House.”

Now, the nation has done that, and 
it will have a unique woman assuming 
her place as the nation’s first lady.

But the question is: Can Hillary 
Ginton define the role or will the in­
tense tradition of the role — as chief 
hostess and first wife — define her?

A liberal representative of the 
baby-boomer generation, mother and 
political wife, she's also an accom­
plished lawyer and a nationally re­
nowned expert on children’s issues.

Unlike Barbara Bush and many 
first ladies before her, she is a femi­
nist who has never been a homemak­
er. What she has been, openly and 
from the start of Bill Clinton’s political 
life, is her husband's No. 1 adviser.

But what voters in Arkansas em­
braced, the nation historically has 
been reluctant to accept First ladies, 
like Nancy Reagan and Rosalynn Car­
ter were criticized for seeming to 
manage their husbands.

Hillary Clinton understands that
In Arkansas, voters long ago 

stopped questioning their first lady 
with a career, she says in a special 
edition of Newsweek out today. 

“But the presidential election is a 
whole different arena in which a lot of 

’ these things are being played out for 
the first time," she says.

Early in the campaign, Bill Clinton 
said he’d like to appoint his wife to a 
top administration position, possibly a 
Cabinet post. But when polls showed 
that made voters skittish, she insisted 
she would simply be "a voice for chil­
dren" in the White House.

66
Bill Clinton is his own 
best counsel. But Hilla­
ry is obviously his clos­
est adviser. He trusts 
her judgment more 
than anyone else. Bill’s 
lucky to have a woman 
like her by his side.

55
— John Wesley Hall, 

Little Rock lawyer

First lady of a new generation 
is ready to share the spotlight

“You’re going to get the traditional 
first lady who is the major hostess for 
the White House" and the mother of a 
12-year-old daughter, Chelsea.

“And then you’re going to get in the 
package a woman who has a long 
time record on children’s issues," in­
cluding as chairwoman of the board 
of the Children’s Defense Fund, 
which advocates children’s legal 
rights, Wright says. “Bill may ask her 
to head a commission or a task force,"

But in a recent interview, Hillary 
Ginton dismissed that idea. Without 
offering specifics, she said she 
planned to help implement her hus­
band’s domestic agenda But "I'm sick 
of commissions," she said.

Friends say whatever she does — 
the woman who helped reform Ar­
kansas’ education system and has 
twice oeen named among the nation s



By Bob Pearson. ,_119nce Franc.-Preue 
roGETHER AS A TEAM: Bill Clinton and wife Hillary embrace during a rally 
Nednesday at the Old State House in Little Aoc:k. 

top 100 lawyers - It will surely be 
!Omething substantive. 

Hillary Qinton "is going to com­
pletely redeftne the role of the llrst 
lady," predicts John Wesley Hall, a 
Little Roc.k lawyer. "Having ber just 
sitting In the role of being just the 
president's emissary . . . would be a 
real letdown for ber." 

He and other triendS say Hillary 
Ointon will likely continue as her hus­
band's top adviser. 

MBill Clinton is bis own best coun­
sel," Wesley Hall says. "But Hillary is 
obviously his closest adviser. He trusts 
ber judgment more than anyone else. 
Bill's lucky to have a woman like ber 
by bis side." 

supporters may think so, but Hilla­
ry Clinton's detractors say the nation 
better watch out 

C.onservatives worry that because 
of her legal background, she will 
handpick federal judges who will leg­

: islate liberal agendas from the bench. 
"She bad to conceal a lot of her 

more outrageous feminist remarks 
during the campaign," says conserva­
tive activist Phyllis SchlallY. "I don't 

know how the American people a.re 
going to like it once they see it." 

Voters did recoil several times: 
► In January, when Hillary Ointon

quipped she wasn't just "standing by 
her man" in a 60 Minutes interview 
on her husband's marital fidelity. 

► In March, when she said she 
"could have stayed home, baked 
cookies and bad teas" in response to 
charges concerning her law llrm. 

Her approval rating; went down in 
the 'polls, but rebounded after Repub­
lican attacks at their convention. 
When Ross Perot entered the race, 
"there was simply so much going on 
that Hillary disappeared in the contu­
sion," Blessing says. 

In January, she'll surely be back in 
the spotlight after ber husband, who 
predicts she'll be "one of the greatest 
llrst ladies in the history of this repub­
lic," is inaugurated. 

That may be the plan. What re­
mains to be seen is how she'll execute 
it and how the nation will respond to 
11.rst lady of a new generation. 
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2 The President’s Partner

However, few people and relatively few scholars have looked beyond the glitter

visible symbol of her husband’s administration. There is

within the topic. There is no standard methodology for studying these

newspaper articles written by the First Lady—one is able to best understand and

stances as public

1

these presidential wives have assumed one of three distinct < ' '

communicators. Florence Harding, Grace Coolidge, Bess Truman, and Mamie

andpomp of the White House to critically analyze the office of First Lady.
The term First Lady is relatively new. The Dictionary of American History notes 

that * w first applied to Lucy Webb Hayes upon her husband’s inauguration 
in [877, but it did not come into general use until 1911. At that time, Charles

. was pro-

_____>

Eisenhower perceived their role in strictly ceremonial terms. These social host­
esses and ceremonial presences had extremely limited contact with the public, 
and devoted little if any thought to communicating their ideas to the country.

Ji! !”tiaCDn°W!edfIleni°fia member °!the First Lady's staff actually preceded

Acting Secretary to the Wife of the President in 1953.6 Today the FiRt lldy 

finds herself performing the functions of White House hostess, occasional pres­
idential surrogate, campaigner, and advocate for certain positions or causes. She 
is often viewed as a i " 

f - - — uviuuiuouaiiuii. i w
nothing a First Lady must do, but much she is expected to accomplish.

2?SiWhO StUd-X FirSt. Ladies re®liz5 that chere is a major problem inherent 

. ' ‘’““‘“mu uiemoaoiogy ror studying these women. 
In the past (and even currently), books about First Ladies were either “kiss- 
and-tell” treatises or general biographical studies. More ambitious writers at­
tempted to examine the lives of all the First Ladies chronologically. As Lewis

is often viewed as a

L. Gould has observed, to study all the First Ladies is to study all of American 
history. The resulting works were often too lacking in detail or perspective to 
be of much use. f *--------- ' '
Lady’s role. In an article entitle/“First Ladi^”^^;

and looks at presidential wives as political celebrities.8

vantage point from which to scrutinize the First Lady of’the Unired States.^By 
amlminrr _______ •_ ___ ..... y «

duced, and the new designation for the president’s wife was popularized.4 
The First Lady occupies a unique position. She is not an elected official, she 

u no written description of her duties Indeed, she 
th official Washington. I he Congressional Directtny

draws no salary, and there is no written description of her duties. Indeed. sh7 
has no status i ' A ------------
in a guide Ifrdhrthe names of all of the people working in official
Washington, did not mention the First Lady until the edition of March 1965 5 
The first acknowledgment of a member of the First Lady’s staff actually preceded 
that of the First Lady by twelve years, when Mary Jane McCaffree was listed as

Moreover, change has not occurred chronologically in the First 

new approach

It is the contention of this book that communication may offer the best 
vantage point from which to scrutinize the First Lady of the United States. By 
analyzing the communication activities of the President’s wife—the speeches, 
radio and television broadcasts, interviews, press conferences, and magazine and 
newspaper articles written by the First Lady^ne is able to best understand and 
appreciate the changes that have taken place over sixty years. There is no dearth 
of material about the First Lady, but none of it evaluates the First I adies’ 
perceptions of their responsibilities as communicators or the impact of their 
actions.

A systematic evaluation of the twelve First Ladies since suffrage shows that

first applied to Lucy Webb Hayes upon her husband’s inauguration

F. Nirdlinger’s play about Dolly Madison, The First Lady of the Land,
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former First Lady remained a political power in the Democratic Party, strongly 
advocating the candidacy of Adlai Stevenson in 1952, 1956, and 1960. In 1961, 
President John F. Kennedy appointed her to preside over the Commission on 
the Status of Women.

In 1960 Mrs. Roosevelt was diagnosed as having aplastic anemia, a fatal blood 
disease. She died on November 7, 1962, at the age of seventy-eight.
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MAJOR COMMUNICATION ACTIVITIES OF THE FIRST
LADY

More than any other First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt understood the value of 
communication, and was in constant contact with the American people. She 
'maintained this COfflftliinication tor a number of reasons. She believed that her 
husband’s programs would benefit the country, and she wanted to demonstrate 
her support and encnuragp participation. She hoped to demonstrate that indi- 
vidual people were a priority in the Roosevelt administration (especially during 
the Depression). She also hoped to publicize her own projects and concerns.

To this end, there were countless trips, lectures, radio broadcasts, speeches? 
press conferences, books, magazine articles, and her daily newspaper column. 
Few people ever wondered about Eleanor Roosevelt’s opinion on a given topic, 
as she expressed her feelings repeatedly.

Perhaps she was not as facile and smooth as her husband, but Eleanor Roo­
sevelt was a masterful communicator, taking advantage of every opportunity to 
educate her audience as she discussed her program for a better America.
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Advocacy

The Depression and World 11 were probably responsible in part for Mrs. 
Roosevelt’s activism, but it is likely that her own sense of social justice and 
compassion would have galvanized her into action under any circumstances. 
The ubiquitous Mrs. Roosevelt was interested in any endeavor that could im­
prove the human condition.

The First Lady became a clearinghouse for those who felt they had no other 
recourse but to write the President’s wife, and to this end Mrs. Roosevelt carried 
on a voluminous correspondence with various government departments and 
agencies. The First Lady sought to redress grievances between citizens and the 
government, and she enjoyed a high rate of effectiveness.

Mrs. Roosevelt had no single project or cause; she was devoted to solving an 
infinite number of problems and publicizing or lending her support to many 
successful endeavors.

This volume will not attempt to describe the dozens of projects and causes 
that filled Eleanor Roosevelt’s days. Instead, it will focus on three of the concerns 
to which Mrs. Roosevelt devoted the full measure of her communication efforts 
in both a quantitative and qualitative sense. The rights of blacks, subsistence
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President who felt that this area would be ideal for the first subsistence farmstead 
project. Franklin Roosevelt had long been interested in decentralization and 
agncu tural planning, and had endorsed a bill to relocate destitute families to 
small farmsteads. The newly created agency, the Subsistence Farmstead Di­
vision of the National Industrial Recovery Act “would buy the land, build the 
houses, acquire the livestock and farm machinery, bring in roads, water, and 
Ut‘ '““i And1arrange to sel1 to the homesteaders over a period of thirty 
yparc, Arthurdale, near Reedsville, West Virginia, was selected as the site of

approval of that action, and therefore I am resigning.”36 Mrs. Roosevelt’s action 
was almost universally applauded.

Franklin Roosevelt’s record of appointing blacks to high office “exceeded 
those of all previous Presidents combined. Blacks scored significant gains 
throughout the 1930 s which must be credited to the influence of the New Deal” 
and at least partly to the influence of Eleanor Roosevelt.37

Perhaps no area of the country felt the effects of the Depression as keenly as 
Appalachia. The mines had been closed for years, and poverty, disease, and 
misery were widespread. At the suggestion of the American Friends Service 
Committee, Mrs Roosevelt visited the depressed mining villages in the vicinity
of Morgantown, West Virginia, in the autumn of 1933. She saw adults and 
children living in squallor; she saw the faces of desperate, defeated people who 
had lost the hope of a decent life.
~ Appalled and distressed, the First Lady conveyed her

' “luinaceiy involved with Arthurdale from its inception.
She was optimistic about its potential, served on the executive and population 
committees, and chaired the coommittee on admissions.40

Despite her enthusiasm and obvious concern, Mrs. Roosevelt committed a 
number of costly blunders. She had the cottages for the miners redesigned at 
two to three times the original cost because they were inadequate for West 
Virginia winters, and then insisted that the new 1 
conveniences and be adequately furnished. Unfortunately ‘the redes Jedding 
units were self-defeating; the unemployed miners could not afford the upkeep 
OF tnp PYnPnciVP kruicar

many people, including Eleanor Roosevelt, a DAR member, who declared in 
her February 28, 1939, newspaper column, “To remain as a member implies 
approval of that action, and therefore I am resigning.”36 Mrs. Roosevelt’s action 
was almost universally applauded.

r -

those of all

89

Roosevelt s greatest contribution to blacks may have been “the example 
and leadership which she provided in her personal conduct as a citizen and First 
Lady. In 1936 contralto Marian Anderson had been invited to the White 
House to sing for the President and Mrs. Roosevelt. Three years later, M1Ss

den'ed aCCCSS tO the of ^e American Revolution’s
(DAR s) Constitution Hall because she was black. The DAR’s behavior enraged

previous Presidents combined. Blacks scored significant gai:

and at least partly to the influence of Eleanor Roosevelt.37

miners redesigned at

new houses have all the modem

of the expensive houses.
Secretary of the Interior Harold Ickes, who was responsible for the admin-

that Mrs. Roosevelt had no concept of cost-effectiveness. The President ac-
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speeches, radio broadcasts, magazine articles, press conferences, and “My Day” 
. . i ____ • „ 28

I

the major committees were chaired by Southerners, he had to be judicious in

a moral responsibility for black problems. To blacks, “she stressed that the

responsibility was as much theirs as the white man’s.

1

1

farmsteads, and World War II (the inspection trip to the Southwest Pacific and 
the Office of Civilian Defense or OCD) found their way into Mrs. Roosevelt’s 

I

column more than any other topics.2
Eleanor Roosevelt was more persistently concerned with the rights of blacks 

than with any other issue.29 The First Lady felt that discrimination was a moral 
issue, and she attempted to bring the plight of the blacks to the attention of 
her husband, his cabinet, and the American people.

Always more pro-black than her husband, hers was a lonely crusade.30 Franklin 
Roosevelt was not insensitive or opposed to seeking more advantages for blacks, 
but it was never one of his priorities. Also, two of Roosevelt’s top aides were 
Southerners and not overly sympathetic to the problem.

Mrs. Roosevelt utilized a number of strategies in attempting to further the 
black cause. Her initial attempts centered on the New Deal, which she felt 
should treat blacks on an equal basis with whites.31 The First Lady sought and 
was successful in obtaining employment for blacks in the NYA (National Youth 
Administration), the FERA (Federal Emergency Relief Administration), and 

the WPA (Works Progress Administration).
Mrs. Roosevelt became friendly with Walter White of the NAACP and Mary 

McLeod Bethune, who directed the NYA’s Division of Negro Affairs. Often 
the First Lady functioned as an intermediary, raising White and Bethune’s 
concerns about legislation with the President. A particularly good example of 
this was a proposed federal antilynching bill in 1934- Blacks were almost ex­
clusively the victims of lynchings and Walter White was a strong proponent of 
the antilynching measure. He tried to no avail to arrange a meeting with the 
President. In desperation he spoke with Mrs. Roosevelt, who
to the bill and arranged the desired meeting. Roosevelt

> was sympathetic 
' t was not opposed to the 

bill, he explained to White, but he had to work with Congress and, as most of 
the major committees were chaired by Southerners, he had to be judicious in 
supporting certain controversial issues; he could not alienate these men.

The President’s lack of support did not end the efforts of White and Mrs. 
Roosevelt. The former continued to bombard the White House with letters, 
telegrams, and telephone calls urging presidential backing for the bill. White 
asked Mrs. Roosevelt to deliver a radio broadcast against lynching, but the First 
Lady could not comply. She told White that “the President felt it would raise 
unnecessary antagonism toward the measure and [had] asked that she wait until 
later.”33 She left memoranda for her husband and spoke to him about the 
legislation, but the best she could elicit from him was a tepid endorsement. The 

bill never came up for a vote.
Mrs. Roosevelt spoke extensively to both white and black audiences on the 

topics of discrimination and equality. The First Lady adopted two approaches 
in her speeches. She reproached white audiences and told them that they bore

I
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knowledged his wife’s lack of fiscal responsibility, and told the Secretary of the

Roosevelt and the government to provide employment for the citizens of Ar-

■■

Roosevelt. The job she accepted was the only government position she held

building,” she wrote.45 With her customary efficiency, Mrs. Roosevelt began

were to be

dollars in federal fimds.42 Mrs. Roosevelt had always viewed Arthurdale in 
humanitarian terms, for she believed that the farmsteads could 
and a source of self-worth to the destitute.4’ Years later she acknowledged that

Missus’ unlike most women, hasn’t any sense about money at 
all. Still, the President allowed Mrs. Roosevelt to continue her involvement 
with Arthurdale.

The criticism could not dampen her enthusiasm nor dim her high hopes for

liI
I

■

with the
provide an avenue for criticism of Franklin. Despite her misgivings, in September 
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the First Lady rendered two services of note, serving as the Assistant Director 
of the Office of Civilian Defense (OCD), and visiting American combat troops 
stationed in the Southwest Pacific.

Her service in the Office of Civilian Defense represented two firsts for Eleanor 
Roosevelt. The job she accepted was the only government position she held 
during her husband’s presidency. OCD also turned out to be Mrs. Roosevelt’s 
only major failure as First Lady.

In May 1941, President Roosevelt established the Office of Civilian Defense 
and appointed Mayor Fiorello H. La Guardia of New York to head it. Mrs. 
Roosevelt was interested in the mobilization of volunteers and the use of women 
and young people in the defense effort, but she was wary of becoming involved 
with the new agency.44 She feared that her involvement with OCD would 
provide an avenue for criticism of Franklin. Despite her misgivings, in September 
1941 Mrs. Roosevelt was officially appointed Assistant Director of the OCD, 
in charge of volunteer participation and community organization.

The First Lady was appalled by the situation she found at OCD. There was 
little organization and Mayor La Guardia was “interested in whether there were 
good fire-engines, but he was not interested in the other side of OCD morale 
building,” she wrote.45 With her customary efficiency, Mrs. Roosevelt began 
the process of setting up objectives and goals for OCD. There were to be 
nutrition, physical fitness, and child welfare programs to build up the home 
front.

Her speeches and newspaper column urged people to become active in the 
work of OCD. Her radio broadcasts during this period were devoted to discussions 
of morale and what people at home could do to aid the war effort.

Arthurdale, and while there were many subsistence farmsteads, Arthurdale was 
always Mrs. Roosevelt’s pet project. She donated her own money to the un­
dertaking, and visited the relocated miners and their families for years. Unfor­
tunately, poor planning, poor management, and the continued failure of Mrs. 
Roosevelt and the government to provide employment for the citizens of Ar­
thurdale made the project a continuous drain on resources.

Arthurdale was liquidated in 1942 at an estimated loss of over two million 
dollars in federal fimds.42 Mrs. Roosevelt had always viewed Arthurdale in 
humanitarian terms, for she believed that the farmsteads could restore dignity 
and a source of self-worth to the destitute.4’ Years later she acknowledged that 
mistakes had been made, but still felt that people had been helped by the 
farmstead project.

All Mrs. Roosevelt’s White House years were crowded with activity, and the 
war years, 1941 through 1945, were no exception. It was during this time that

ijg



Eleanor Roosevelt 91

J
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work aspects rather than the real work of community protection.47 She had also 
made the mistake of appointing a number of her friends to positions within the 
organization for which they did not have the necessary background and expe­

rience.
Newspapers and members of Congress criticized Mrs. Roosevelt unmercifully, 

and in February 1942 she finally resigned because “she knew that she had lost 
her effectiveness.”48 Later, the First Lady wrote, “As long as 1 held a government

The bombing of Pearl Harbor changed the tempo of OCD’s work. In a radio 
message the evening of December 7, 1941, Mrs. Roosevelt exhorted her listeners: 
“We must go about our daily business more determined than ever to do the 
ordinary things. . . . [WJhen we find a way to do anything more in our com­
munities to help others to build morale, to give a feeling of security, we do it.”46 

OCD’s pre-Pearl Harbor programs would continue, but now there were more 
pressing concerns. Cities and towns hurriedly assembled plans for dealing with 

bombings and evacuations.
Despite the seeming timeliness of its work, OCD

had mismanaged the agency, but Mrs. Roosevelt was

time it is not politically wise to attack the President.’’49 OCD was Mrs. Roo­
sevelt’s most spectacular failure, but perhaps no one could have saved the 
organization; six months after she resigned, OCD was abandoned.

Mrs. Roosevelt wrote in This 1 Remember that the President was responsible 
for the idea of her traveling to the Pacific to visit American troops. Her husband, 
said the First Lady, was concerned about the lack of visitors to that part of the 

world.50
Mrs. Roosevelt had visited American troops stationed in Great Britain in 

1942, but this trip would be longer in duration and would visit areas of recent 
combat. Carrying letters from Franklin to the Pacific commanders, the First 
Lady set out alone for the Pacific theatre. From Hawaii, Mrs. Roosevelt flew to 
Noumea to meet with Admiral William Halsey, Commander of the Pacific Fleet. 
Halsey was not glad to see her. “1 think the trouble I give far outweighs the 
momentary interest it may give the boys to see me,” she wrote to her husband. 
She received a cool reception, but she had a job to do, and she began the task 
of inspecting hospitals, visiting service clubs, and talking to the men.

One can only imagine what wounded soldiers in hospitals felt when they 
opened their eyes and found Mrs. Roosevelt standing over them. An officer 
who escorted the First Lady through hospitals in Australia found her approach 
to be both motherly and kind. He wrote later, “Maybe it sounds funny, but she 
left behind her many a tough battletom G1 blowing his nose and swearing at 
the cold he had recently picked up.”52

She walked down miles of hospital corridors, and her stoicism and strong 
resolve kept her from tears. That resolve almost failed her when she saw troops 
in full battle dress leaving for combat areas. Her voice quavered, but she re-
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FACTORS THAT INFLUENCED THE FIRST LADY’S
PERFORMANCE AS PUBLIC COMMUNICATOR

Their relationship was responsible in large measure for Eleanor Roosevelt’s 
becoming an active communicator. To serve Franklin and her own needs, she 
had to have a visible public presence. She was called on to express the President’s 
pride in a successful New Deal project or his disappointment at a failed legislative 
initiative. Franklin encouraged her in this enterprise, and Eleanor traveled the 
country as his eyes, his ears, and sometimes his voice. To a lesser but still 
important extent, Mrs. Roosevelt’s input into presidential decision making con­
tributed to her assuming an active public role.

have positive consequences. Still, reporters sought to protect the First Lady 
when she made a statement that might elicit unfavorable comment. On one 
occasion Mrs. Roosevelt responded, “What you don’t understand is that perhaps 
1 am making these statements on purpose to arouse controversy and thereby get 
the topics talked about and so get people to thinking about them.”98 Reporters 
and the American public never knew when Mrs. Roosevelt was representing 
her own opinion or the President’s on a topic.

Another extraordinary facet of her press relations was the access that Mrs. 
Roosevelt permitted newswomen. An astonished Bess Furman noted that Mrs. 
Roosevelt befriended reporters, inviting them to lunch at the White House and 
to travel with her in a White House limousine.99 The First Lady invited reporters 
to accompany her on some of her travels and “telephoned them when she was 
in inaccessible spots so that they could get their stories on the wire.”100 Perhaps 
most extraordinary of all, reporters could telephone Mrs. Roosevelt at the White 
House to solicit her views.101

Eleanor Roosevelt's press relations stand as a watermark in the history of press 
relations between a First Lady and the fourth estate. Characterized by candor 
and total access, the relationship benefitted both parties. Mrs. Roosevelt aired 
her views, and newspaperwomen were afforded a chance to further legitimize 
their work by covering a controversial and newsworthy public figure.

Relationship With Her Husband

Mrs. Roosevelt wrote that she and Franklin were young and inexperienced 
when they decided to marry. “I was sure 1 was really in love . . . and yet I know 
now that it was years before I understood what being in love was or what loving 
really meant.”102

The Roosevelt marriage survived the disclosure of Franklin’s infidelity, but it 
underwent dramatic changes. Elliott Roosevelt comments that after this episode, 
his mother “was willing to have him [Franklin] as a partner in public life, not 
ever again as a husband.”105 Eleanor became an independent woman with a life
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of her own. The marriage became a partnership in the truest sense of the word, 
for Franklin encouraged Eleanor to share his activities and public life.

In the White House, Mrs. Roosevelt’s primary motivation was to help those 
who could not help themselves. Sometimes, however, she was unrelenting in 
pressuring her husband for ideas or for legislative or financial remedies for a 
problem. A number of people who knew her felt that Eleanor had a propensity 
to nag and lacked a sense of humor.104 Anna Roosevelt Boettinger noted her 
mother cross-examining the President during a White House dinner, and said 
jokingly (but with some truth), “Mother, can’t you see you are giving Father 

indigestion?”105
After Franklin’s death, Eleanor offered this assessment of the role she had 

played in her husband’s life: “I think 1 sometimefcartH-as a spur, even 
the spurring was not always wanted or wel~ ---------------
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Franl 
the F 
that» 
thin| 
more 
fight

n 
relia 
of La 
know 
fevet
Roos
Miss

Tl 
whe 
him 
resp
say,

E 
any 
adm 
well

1

N 
arrr
Th<

c 

boc 

wos
Cc»
the
plo
Em
by

1

'i

11

Access to Presidential Decision Making

The Roosevelts were such a well-known political team that by the time they 
entered the White House, the phrase “ ‘Eleanor and I’ was known over the 

entire country.”107
Mrs. Roosevelt always denied that she had any influence with the President 

beyond that of a regular petitioner, and protested “that a President s wife does 
not see him enough to tell him what to do.”108 This was simply untrue. The 
First Lady wielded considerable influence with her husband, and her opinions 
and beliefs were reflected in New Deal programs, legislation and government 
appointments. The First Lady “was generally credited with responsibility for the 
creation of the NYA, the surplus food program for relief clients, the arts and 
crafts section of WPA and resettlement and community projects such as Ar- 

thurdale.”109
Occasionally Mrs. Roosevelt revealed her hand. A good example of this 

occurred in the summer of 1938. On August 8, the President was holding a 
news conference which the First Lady attended. At times he seemed lost for 
words, and Mrs. Roosevelt prompted him with a word or phrase.110 The following 
day, Mrs. Roosevelt’s column “My Day” contained some of the identical figures 
of speech and ideas used by the President in his press conference. Writing in 
the New York Times, Arthur Krock pointed out that Mrs. Roosevelt had always 
been scrupulously fair in giving credit for borrowed ideas and expressions, yet 
gave none here.111 “The inference he drew was that she gave no credit [in her 
column] because none was due”; the thoughts were her own.112 It was clear that 

the First Lady had access to presidential decision making.
In later years Mrs. Roosevelt admitted that she had discussed many issues 

with her husband, and she remarked, “Well, you don’t just sit at meals and 
look at each other.”111 Despite having access, the First Lady was often frustrated 
by the President’s sense of political necessity. Rarely if ever could she make
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of her time on official duties.65 Unlike other First Ladies, the time expended 
did not trouble or annoy Mrs. Johnson, and she commented, “I knew a unique 
page out of a long life and interesting official duties. VI

I

Communication Style and Delivery

Lady Bird Johnson’s speeches were not inspirational or moving, but were well- 
reasoned, carefully worded attempts to educate. The First Lady became known 
for her descriptive style. Carpenter said that one of Mrs. Johnson’s English 
teachers was responsible for this trait in the First Lady’s oral and written dis-

Preparation of Texts

According to her staff director and press secretary Liz Carpenter, the writing 
of Mrs. Johnson’s speeches was occasionally a cooperative effort, but most often 
the result of a collaboration between herself and the First Lady.70

In planning a speech, Mrs. Johnson would ask Carpenter to analyze her 
prospective audience. “Who am 1 looking at?” she would ask. The First Lady 
wanted to know three or four things about her listeners.

Mrs. Johnson would read background material and briefing papers, or would 
just think about her topic, and then she and Carpenter would discuss the speech. 
Carpenter would jot down certain phrases used by Mrs. Johnson as they spoke.

Later, Carpenter would “marry phrases" and weave together a speech. Mrs. 
Johnson would edit the draft and make additions, corrections, and deletions. 
Mrs. Johnson characterized this phase of preparation as “all very hard work.”71

Occasionally Carpenter would consult experts in various government agencies 
to provide facts and figures. Sometimes these agencies would send the First Lady 
“suggested remarks” she could give on a topic or even drafts of entire speeches. 
Presidential speechwriters occasionally contributed ideas and drafts for speeches. 
Sharon Francis, a member of the First Lady’s staff, wrote many of Mrs. Johnson’s 
speeches on beautification.72 Liz Carpenter, however, was the First Lady’s pri­
mary ghostwriter.
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Preparation for Speaking

Mrs. Johnson characterized her early political speaking as “brief, scared, per­
sonal, on the Lyndon I knew—not on issues.”67 Shy and nervous before audi­
ences, Mrs. Johnson spoke rapidly, her vocal pitch rising, “and the words... 
rolling out one after the other.”68

In an attempt to improve her oral skills, Mrs. Johnson began studying with 
a speech teacher. She learned to relax and “how to organize material and how 
to sit and stand on the speaker’s platform.”69
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course. The teacher advised the young Lady Bird never to use the same word 
or phrase twice within a speech, and to utilize descriptive adjectives whenever 
possible. According to Carpenter, this training made Mrs. Johnson a wordsmith, 
and she favored the use of metaphors, “non-trite” words, and active verbs. Mrs. 
Johnson devoted a great deal of practice time to every speech, “whether. . . five 
minutes or thirty minutes.”75
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Press Relations

A journalism major, Lady Bird Johnson understood the needs of the working 
press. According to Carpenter, “She knew the language of the trade, the dif­
ference between an a.m. and p.m. deadline, that it was better to be accessible 
than evasive.”74 Moreover, Mrs. Johnson genuinely liked the newswomen who 

covered her activities. --——--------- - ~———————
The First Lady appointed her old friend, the former Executive Assistant to 

the Vice President, Elizabeth S. (“Liz”) Carpenter to the position of Staff 
Director and Press Secretary to the First Lady. Carpenter’s appointment was 
historic in that she was the first professional newswoman to direct a First Lady’s 
East Wing press operation.

Experienced and knowledgeable, Mrs. Carpenter assured the First Lady effi­
cient press relations. The new press secretary solicited advice on running the 
press office from former press colleagues. Their advice essentially consisted of 
three suggestions: “Never lie. Tell us that you can’t tell us, but don’t lie. Return 
our phone calls. Don’t resent our intrusion. It’s our job to know where the First 
Lady is and what she is doing.”75 Carpenter never saw her role as shielding the 
First Lady from the press, but rather saw herself as “a person hired to accom­
modate the representatives of public curiosity.”76

Mrs. Johnson did not hold press conferences. Carpenter felt that they put 
the First Lady on guard and made her say things that sounded unnatural.77 

Instead, Carpenter held occasional press briefings; there were always briefings 
prior to one of the First Lady’s trips, and reporters knew that Carpenter would 
call them if a story came up.78 Marie Smith of the Washington Post said, “We 
know Liz will call us if there is a story and if she calls us, there is a story.”79 In 
addition, Carpenter arranged interviews and distributed press releases, schedules, 
and texts of the First Lady’s speeches. Always accessible, she averaged 150 
telephone calls per day from the press.80

The press gave the First Ladv uniformly excellent reizipw* Nan Robertson of 
the New York Times wrote: “The First Lady... has an instinctive sense of public 
relations polished during nearly 28 years in public life. .. . [SJhe is sympathetic 

\to reporters’ problems and needs.”81 Mrs. Johnson’s relationship with reporters 
was cordial, and she enjoyed efficient and productive press relations.
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Once again Mrs. Ford publicly explained a troubling personal problem. Her 
statement that she was addicted to pain medication and alcohol was featured 
prominently in the print and electronic media. With the help of the professional 
staff at Long Beach and the emotional support of her family, Betty Ford 
quered her twin addictions.

Mrs. Ford was so gratefirl for the help she had received at Long Beach that 
she decided to aid others with drug and alcohol problems. In 1983 the Betty 
Ford Center for the treatment of chemical abuse opened its doors. Mrs. Ford is

and Gerald Ford, busy and involved in a variety of activities, continue to reside 
in California.
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Advocacy

Mrs. Ford wrote that when she first arrived at the White House, she was 
asked “What is your program going to be?”30 Betty Ford did not confine her 
support to the traditional First Lady concerns such as the Girl Scouts or the 
Heart Association. Neither did she embrace sustained formal projects or pro­
grams such as subsistence farmsteads or national beautification. Instead, Mrs. 
Ford endorsed several causes in which she became personally involved and took 
strong stands on a number of political issues. Ratification of the Equal Rights 
Amendment and women’s concerns were her major focus. In addition, she was 
enthusiastic about raising the country’s consciousness about cancer. However, 
the new First Lady also spoke out on abortion, marijuana legalization, and other 
emotionally charged issues.

Mrs^Ford’s opinions on women’s rights had been formulated during many 
years. She expressed a middle-of-the-road philosophy, arguing that u,r,mpr. 
wanted to remain at home should be permitted to do so. She noted that being
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MAJOR COMMUNICATION ACTIVITIES OF THE FIRST 
LADY

Betty Ford blossomed into an active public communicator in the White House. 
She became an independent advocate for women’s rights and a number of other 
politically charged and unpopular issues. She also served as Gerald Ford’s political 
surrogate, making appearances and campaigning for her husband.

Like Eleanor Roosevelt and Lady Bird Johnson, Betty Ford understood the 
importance of sharing her ideas and concerns with a national audience. She 

and using television appearances to dramatize her support for various causes. ’ 
_ Her attempts to communicate were generally successful, and Mrs. Gerald P.

I

Ford was perceived as Betty Ford, an independent person, an advocate of many 

measures.

years. She expressed a middle-of-the-road philosophy, arguing that wnmpn who

a housewife and mother was a responsible job. She also supported women’s right
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to work if that was their choice. Regardless of what they chose, she felt “women 
ought to have equal rights, equal social security, equal opportunities for edu­
cation, an equal chance to establish credit.”31

Mrs. Ford told the author that her interest in ERA and women’s issues predated 
her husband’s presidency.32 Ron Nessen, Gerald Ford’s press secretary, wrote 
that her support was genuine, and not an act to create a chic media image by 
selecting an issue that was timely; Sheila Weidenfeld, Mrs. Ford’s press secretary, 
concurs in this opinion.33 The First Lady left no doubt that she strongly supported 
ERA when she told her first White House news conference that she would 
campaign for passage of the measure.34

Early in 1975, Mrs. Ford began telephoning legislators in states where ERA 
had come up for a vote (Illinois, Missouri, North Dakota, Georgia, Nevada, 
and Arizona) to demonstrate her support and to bolster their stand on the 
proposed amendment. Her actions met with almost immediate criticism from 
the more conservative sections of the country. Mrs. Ford was unperturbed, and 
vowed to continue her lobbying efforts.35

The First Lady’s mail expressed strong opposition to her stand, running three 
to one against her support of ERA.36 Mrs. Ford was undeterred and noted, “It’s 
those who are against [ERA] who are doing the writing. Those who are for it 
sit back and say ‘Good for her—push on.’ ”37 By the end of February, her mail 
began to turn around, and Mrs. Ford seemed to be at least partly vindicated.

Mrs. Ford used other strategies in encouraging support of ERA. She continued 
to telephone state legislators, sent telegrams of encouragement to organizations 
supporting the amendment, and appeared on national television to proclaim 
her views. In her “60 Minutes" interview she said: “I feel that the E.R. A. ought 
to pass in our bicentennial year. ... [W]hat could be greater than that?”38

On October 25, 1975, the First Lady addressed the International Women’s 
Year Congress. The speech she delivered was her major policy address on ERA 
and women’s issues. Mrs. Ford felt that this was the most important speech of 
her White House tenure.39 She commented, “It was important because 1 was 
not only speaking to the more activist as far as the liberated woman is concerned, 
but 1 was also speaking to the homemakers and I had to prepare very carefully 
to make sure that it balanced out.”40 The speech represented an effort to unite 
ideologically militant and less militant women. In her remarks Mrs. Ford said: 
“The Equal Rights Amendment when ratified will not be an instant solution 
to women’s problems. It will help knock down those restrictions that have 
locked women into old stereotypes of behavior and opportunity. It will help 
open up more options for women. But it is only a beginning.”41

She was grateful, said Mrs. Ford, that women now had the option to leave 
their homes and seek employment in the marketplace. Many women, however, 
were required or elected to remain at home, and their contributions to American 
life should not be denigrated: “We have to take the ‘just’ out of‘just a housewife’ 
and show our pride in having made the home and family our life’s work.”42

Mrs. Ford’s support for equal rights was not solely of a rhetorical nature. The
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First Lady was a vocal advocate of women in government, and prevailed upon 
her husband to appoint qualified women to positions within his administration.

Betty Ford was a strong advocate of ERA during the Ford administration; she 
continued to send telegrams, make telephone calls, and support women when­
ever possible. Much to her chagrin, ERA was not ratified during her tenure as 
First Lady, but even after leaving the White House she remained active and 
committed to its passage. In November 1981 Mrs. Ford expressed disappointment 
that Nancy Reagan opposed ERA.41 Later that year, Betty Ford served as Hon­
orary National Chairman of the ERA Countdown Committee.

Mrs. Ford gave a number of speeches on cancer, and on several occasions 
presented American Cancer Society awards. In her discourses on the disease, 
Mrs. Ford urged Americans to have regular medical checkups and to take ad­
vantage of available cancer detection tests. Lending credibility and emotion to 
her cancer-related speeches, the First Lady referred to her own experiences. 
Receiving the American Cancer Society’s Communicator of Hope Award, she 
said: “Breast cancer is such a personal and emotional experience for any woman. 
.. . Fortunately, 1 had the advantage of being married to a very fine man and 
having our lovely children. They helped me through the difficulties I had to 
face in life.”44

Mrs. Ford might have done more than give speeches to raise the country’s 
consciousness about cancer, but she chose not to. Perhaps she did not want to 
be too strongly identified with cancer, or possibly her experience had made her 
reluctant because it caused her to confront her own mortality. Sheila Weidenfeld 
recalled a conversation during 1976 when Mrs. Ford told her angrily: “I’m sick 
of the cancer thing.... 1 hate the thought that every time people look at me 
they clutch their bosoms.”45 Another Ford staff member speculates that the First 
Lady shied away from more cancer-related activities “because she didn’t want 
to be reminded of her close call.”46

It is interesting to note that Mrs. Ford is strongly identified with ERA and 
cancer, yet she only devoted a total of ten speeches, less than 10 percent of 
her total discourse, to these two topics. One may assume that her pronounce­
ments were dramatic and made an impression on the public, and that her other 
communication activities (in the case of ERA, telephone calls, telegrams, and 
other shorter statements) sustained this perception.

Mrs. Ford also expressed her support for the arts, opera, drama, and especially 
dance during the Ford administration. A warm and motherly woman, Mrs. Ford 
voiced concern for mentally retarded Americans and children, especially those 
receiving treatment at Washington’s Hospital for Sick Children. Mrs. Ford did 
not initiate any program to bolster these potential projects, but rather gave a 
single speech or made a short statement on each.

Mrs. Ford shared her opinions on emotionally charged issues with the Amer­
ican people. The Supreme Court decision on abortion was “a great, great de­
cision,” according to Mrs. Ford. It would move abortion from the backwoods 
to hospitals where it belonged.47 She favored lighter sentences for marijuana

I
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Communication Style and Delivery

Betty Ford’s speeches differ from those of her predecessors; her talk is char­
acterized by informality, warmth, and folksiness. Her discourses were not styl­
istically complex. She did not quote from outside sources frequently. Phrasing 
was simple; the First Lady said what was on her mind without equivocation or 
guile. Frances “Kay” Pullen served as her primary speech-writer.

Mrs. Ford enjoyed speaking, though she admitted to stage fright and a pref­
erence for having a speech text in front of her “in case I go blind, deaf and 
dumb and I can read it. I know it’s like a security blanket.”70 In time the First 
Lady became a good extemporaneous speaker and was able to speak from “talking 
points,” topic outlines for speeches.

The First Lady was especially sensitive to the mood of her listeners, and said, 
“I think being able to detect the reaction of your audience as to whether you 
ought to continue. .. maybe delete something then jump to something else or 
add a little something is important.”71 Weidenfeld added, “She’s a great ad- 
libber.’’72

k

Press Relations

Betty Ford made a conscious decision to be more accessible to the press than 
her predecessor, Pat Nixon. Mrs. Ford said: “1 did [decide to be more accessible 
to reporters] because. . . many stories had been written about Mrs. Nixon... 
referring to her as ‘Pat, the unavailable.’ They were unkind stories... and 
naturally, 1 was going to try and benefit from those criticisms of her.”73

Initially, Helen McCain Smith, Mrs. Nixon’s press liaison, performed Mrs. 
Ford’s press chores. In October 1974, Mrs. Ford appointed Sheila Rabb Wei­
denfeld, a television producer, to be her new press secretary. Weidenfeld felt 
that it was the iob of the First Lady’s press secretary “to communicate the human 
side ot the hirst Lady and the First Family.

Weidenfeld explained that she did not have Mrs. Ford hold regularly scheduled 
press conferences because she did not want to overexpose the First Lady, and 
because Mrs. Ford “got too nervous. ... She would not have done that well.”75 
Still, Mrs. Ford saw reporters and answered their questions at various ceremonial 
or political events on a regular basis, and her press secretary attempted to answer 
additional press queries if possible.

Reporters sincerely liked Mrs. Ford, and enjoyed her “shoot from the hip” 
i style. Helen Thomas commented, “She enchanted reporters from the outset 

with her frankness and strong stands on controversial issues.”76 Another Ford 
; staff member noted that reporters loved the First Lady “because she was always 
\ good for a colorful quote.”77
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as being effective and pleasant. She commented: “1 enjoyed the press.... We4

raised the children. Betty admitted to being resentful of her husband’s unending

well placed, and comments that Ford “was as devoted to his wife as he was
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variety of issues and topics

the White House residential quarters, the First Lady might
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FACTORS THAT INFLUENCED THE FIRST LADY’S 
PERFORMANCE AS PUBLIC COMMUNICATOR
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career oriented.”81
The Fords respected each other’s opinions. Betty Ford had always spoken her 

mind; her candor in the White House did not startle Gerald Ford. To his credit, 
Gerald Ford never attempted to muzzle his wife, even when her views caused 

him political problems.82
Mrs. Ford was not afraid to tell her husband what she thought, but tried to 

temper her remarks with consideration and love. She told a reporter, I don t 
hesitate to tell him when I disagree with something he’s done or said. One 
of Gerald Ford’s associates felt that Betty was one of the few people who could 

tell the President when he was not making sense.84

that when Gerald Ford was President, the couple would have extended d'al2^es 

ana excnangc lucao a —-------------------------------------
and went into a cabinet meeting for a discussion and a decision, how much ot 
what 1 said was carried back, I’ll never know, but I think probably more than 

I suspect.”86 .,
Mrs. Ford used “pillow talk” to advance her ideas. When the Pres"e"‘ 

came home to t— ----------------

Access to Presidential Decision Making

Betty Ford influenced her husband’s thinking on a

Relationship with Her Husband

By all accounts the Fords have and always have had a very happy maniage. 
It has been a traditional marriage: Jerry established himself in politics and Betty 
raised the children. Betty admitted to being resentful of her husband’s unending 
travel, but this did not seem to diminish her love and support of him.79 She 
trusted him implicitly and she told an interviewer, “1 have perfect faith in my 
husband.”80 A longtime aide to Gerald Ford writes that Mrs. Ford’s trust was 

during his administration. Mrs. Ford said that she and her husband had always 
discussed the pros and cons of various issues, “and occasionally I did step in 
and say, ‘You know, I don’t believe it’ll work that way.’ ”85 She went on to say 

and exchange ideas on a given topic: “Once he went back to the Oval Office

140 The President's Partner

Mrs. Ford enjoyed the company of reporters, and described her press relations 

kidded °a lot back and forth. ... I was willing to accept a certain amount of 
criticism.... [T]hey... were surprised ... to have me not beat around the bush 
and come right out and answer their questions.”78

Betty Ford saw the press as an ally to help her publicize her causes. She liked 
and respected reporters, and in turn she enjoyed exceptionally good press notices.
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extremely active communicator who took maximum

“negotiations, the Panama Canal, and finally the Iranian hostage < 
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Advocacy

Perhaps no First Lady came to the White House as well prepared to undertake 
major projects as Rosalynn Carter. She had both tFie framework and the goals 
planned before litf husbands leun of office commenced.

Prior to Jimmy Carter’s inauguration, members of Rosalynn Carter’s staff 
interviewed members of Betty Ford’s staff to ascertain how the First Lady’s East

President’s Commission on Mental Health in February 19 7 7.25 Dr. Thomas E. 
Bryant was appointed chair, and Mrs. Carter was named honorary chair.

Though her position was honorary, there was never any question that Mrs. 
Carter intended to be intimately involved in the work of the commission. The 

"first step in the commission's work was to hold public hearings, which the First 
Lady attended. Hundreds of people were interviewed, and almost a year was 

spent amassing data.
In an interview on the “Today Show” in September 1977, Mrs. Carter de­

scribed the fact that there had not been an indepth study of mental health since 
1960, that only a small percentage of Medicare and Medicaid funds were avail­
able for mental health, and that only '/z to 1 percent of the federal budget was 
devoted to research in the area.26

In addition to commission testimony and television appearances, Mrs. Carter 
spoke about mental health to numerous audiences, including the Washington 
Press Club (September 1977) and the National Association of Retarded Citizens 

(November 1977).
The commission presented its report to the President on April 27, 1978. In 

appearances on “Good Morning America” and the “MacNeil-Lehrer Report" 
that day, the First Lady discussed the report’s 117 recommendations. The com­
mission had found that Americans were unserved, underserved, or inadequately 
served. In conclusion, the First Lady added, “We have to develop a national 
attitude of caring.”27

Mrs. Carter’s involvement with mental health did not end here. She con­
tinued to speak to a variety of constituencies about the topic, and stayed current

and West Wings, and that the First Lady’s staff had to be streamlined for 
maximum effectiveness.“ The East Wing was subsequently reorganized to in­
clude five distinct divisions: projects and community liaison, press and research, 
schedule and advance, and social and personaL "
—In hei uuiObTograpfiy, MrsTCarter notes that she made only one promise 
during the 1976 presidential campaign: to study the nation’s mental health 
needs.24 She decided that it would be her primary project in the White House, 
but worried that it was not a glamorous issue and might be perceived as a typical 

lightweight First Lady’s endeavor.
Her concerns were dispelled when her husband indicated that mental health
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terrified by the prospect of facing an audience that it made her physically ill.57 
Jimmy Carter suggested that she jot down a few key words that would remind 
her of what she wanted to say and then “just get up and talk about them.”58 
This formula was especially successful for Mrs. Carter and she became a com­
petent speaker.

Press Relations

Mary Finch Hoyt, Rosalynn Carter’s press secretary, said that the role of the 
First Lady’s press secretary “should be to try... to translate as accurately as 
possible the kind of person that person [the H^jJ-aiyh^^s.Jdoyt attempted 
to do this for Mrs. Carter, but she achievi

I

Communication Style and Delivery

The First Lady probably delivered five hundred speeches during her time in 
the White House.60 Hoyt points out that many presentations were remarks, 
short discourses that were ceremonial in nature. Remarks were more numerous 
than speeches because the First Lady always spoke to groups and organizations 
visiting the White House; frequently she would see seven or eight groups in a 
j«.. 6>

Rosalynn Carter was a competent communicator. She spoke clearly and de­
liberately, her voice soft and her accent Southern.62 (One critic uncharitably 
characterized Mrs. Carter’s delivery as girlish and giggly.)6’ She spoke more 
effectively when her remarks were extemporaneous, and she was especially adept 
at this when she spoke about her husband, his goals as President, and her own 
projects.

The First Lady’s speeches lacked humor, quotes, and anecdotes. She presented 
facts or opinions in a plain style, without embellishment. One observer noted, 
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Preparation of Texts

Mary Hoyt was Mrs. Carter’s principal speech-writer, but the First Lady was 
also assisted by various members of her staff. Sometimes entire speeches were 
drafted for Mrs. Carter, and she merely made a few changes. This, however, 
was the exception. More often speeches were a combination of Mrs. Carter’s 
ideas and phrasing, background material on the topic that had been prepared 
^Or.^er’...anC! contributions fr°m speechwriters. Hoyt complimented the First 
Lady: "She has very good instincts. ... She has a great ability to simplify and 
to speak in a way that she is comfortable with and does seek to reach her 
audience.”5 At times Mrs. Carter would show her speech to the President for 
comment, but generally she served as her own editor.
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FACTORS THAT INFLUENCED THE FIRST LADY’S 
PERFORMANCE AS PUBLIC COMMENTATOR

I

I

activities. Mrs. Carter seemed to tolerate the ni
impression that she liked reporters. There __________ _______
the two that appears to have been reflected in the inconsistent quality of the 
first Lady's relations with the fourth estate ‘ ~

■

Relationship with Her Husband

The Carters had and continue to have a loving, mutually supportive marriage. 
Jimmy Carter told a reporter that Rosalynn was his best friend,75 and Mrs. Carter 
told an interviewer: “We do have a good relationship.... We have a mutual 
respect for each other and what the other is doing.”76

Theirs was a symbiotic relationship, but Rosalynn Carter pointed out that 
her life had never been submerged in Jimmy’s.77 Instead they enjoyed a genuine 
partnership, and Mrs. Carter said, “I’ve always been able to do the things that

The First Lady was continuously frustrated by the fact that “her” stories did 
not merit front-page consideration and were either not covered at all or were 
relegated to the society pages. She told an interviewer that controversial topics 
were covered extensively by the media but that it was difficult to get headlines 
about mental health, the elderly, or the poor.66 (UPI Correspondent Helen 
Thomas later responded to this charge by saying that the First Lady would have 
to do something that deserved to be featured on page one. )67

Like other First Ladies, Mrs. Carter was bothered by the media’s occasional 
inaccuracies and misperceptions.68 She read and reacted to her press notices 
and those of the President. On one occasion she wrote to Presidential Press 
Secretary Jody Powell: “I think we should demand equal time with New York 
Times op. ed. articles. ... I don’t see how they can refuse. ”69

Mrs. Carter did not hold press conferences. Hoyt said that the First Lady saw 
the press virtually every day and “there just didn’t seem to be any call for it.”70 
Mrs. Carter did meet periodically with out-of-town editors to answer questions 
and discuss her interests.71 On trips she always made herself available to the 
local press for comment and interviews.

As stories of her power grew, Mrs. Carter found herself to be a frequent target 
of press criticism. 1 he criticism grew so vociferous that at one juncture Jody 
Powell, reactihg to a particularly critical story about Mrs. Carter, wrote to one 
reporter: “You can. . . sav anything you wish about the Eresident, bufcKeap 
shots at the First Ladv are out of bounds. You ought to be ashamed of yourself.,llt* 

Rosalynn Carter’s press relations were uneven. Some reporters felt that the 
First Lady’s press office was at fault;75 two persistent gripes were that Mary Hoyt 
seemed oblivious to the needs or time constraints of news reporters" and that 

the press office had not sufficiently snreadthe word of the First Lady’s substantive*" 
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Access to Presidential Decision Making
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There have been sweeping but not continuous changes in the role of the First 
Lady as public communicator from 1921 to 1989. A number of conclusions 
support this finding.

Since 1921, First Ladies have assumed one of three distinct stances as public 
communicators: social hostesses and ceremonial presences, emerging spokes­
women, or political surrogates and independent advocates. Relative to the three 
distinct communication stances has been the development, consciously or un­
consciously, of three separate communication philosophies. The social hostesses 
and ceremonial presences devoted little if any thought to the idea of commu­
nicating with the public. The emerging spokeswomen were more aware of the 
need to share their ideas or projects with a national audience, and made limited 
use of the press and other media. The political surrogates and independent 
advocates utilized all available means of persuasion to dramatize their commit­
ment to certain endeavors.

Patterns regarding both communication stance and philosophy are discern­
able. Social hostesses and ceremonial presences received little or no support 
from their husbands and generally had little input into presidential decision 
making. The First Ladies in this category received no encouragement to be 
involved public communicators, and they were publicly silent presences. The 
emerging spokeswomen received at least tepid endorsements from their hus­
bands. Most of the husbands of emerging spokeswomen had favorable perceptions 
of women, and would allow their wives some access to decision making if they 
desired. The political surrogates and independent activists received unqualified 
support from their husbands. Moreover, their husbands had positive perceptions 
of women, appointed women to high-level positions within their administra­
tions, and permitted their wives broad access to presidential decision making.

r
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changes in the status of women or shown corresponding growth. The First Lady
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Parity between male and female White House reporters has changed since
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1971, but inequality still exists. The implication of this finding is that First 
Ladies who generate news and are active public communicators are almost 
guaranteed more favorable press treatment than their less active counterparts.
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Three of the most active communicators, Eleanor Roosevelt, Lady Bird John­
son, and Betty Ford, came to the White House at times of national crises. While 
only Mrs. Roosevelt addressed the problems of the Depression, it would seem 
that crisis demands or encourages some response from the First Lady. It might 
be argued further that crisis creates a sympathetic environment in which the 
First Lady may deliver her remarks.

Expectations have changed over the years, and Americans seem to want an 
involved First Lady, ideally one with a record of concern for a given cause, who 
comes to the White House and proclaims her support for that cause or other 
projects. At the same time, the First Lady treads a narrow line. She may advocate 
feminine concerns or issues with little fear of condemnation. However, if she 
chooses to become involved in the more substantive issues of her husband’s 
administration, or if she presents views on public policy that differ from those 
of her husband, she risks criticism that might ultimately hurt her husband’s 
career. She might also damage her own credibility and personal popularity by 
taking publicly unpopular stands.

The changes in the First Lady’s role as public communicator have not reflected 
changes in the status of women or shown corresponding growth. The First Lady 
has not historically reflected the time in which she inhabits the White House. 
Most women are middle-aged when they reach the executive mansion, and are 
not likely to embrace or endorse current trends in social history or thought 
(especially in the changing status of women). Most First Ladies reflect the social 
customs and habits of their upbringing.

Age, state of health, family obligations, the president’s attitude toward the 
degree of his wife’s participation in his administration, and the social and his­
torical context of the time are all determinants of how active a woman will be 
as a public communicator in the White House. The working relationship be­
tween the President and First Lady is also a critical factor in determining how 
active a woman will be as a public communicator.

The press plays a critical role in transmitting both the image and the substance 
of a First Lady. In 1971, Norma Foreman found that a double standard existed 
between male and female reporters covering the White House. The men were 
covering the President and producing “hard news” while many newspapers rel­
egated female reporters’ coverage of the First Lady’s efforts to the society or 
women’s page. Female reporters were still striving to legitimize their coverage 
of the First Lady and their presence in the White House press office. Foreman 
concluded that a First Lady who generates substantive news about public issues 
and provides newswomen open access is likely to receive a bonus of gratitude 
from the newswomen for what they view as an opportunity to increase their 
prestige.”1
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In addition, national interest in the First Family and a more energetic and 
curious media have made it virtually impossible for a First Lady to remain 
incommunicado in the White House.

James David Barber has suggested that presidential performance can be pre­
dicted by analyzing a man’s character, worldview (consisting of “his primary, 
politically relevant beliefs, particularly his conceptions of social causality, human 
nature and the central moral conflicts of the time”),2 style (“the president’s 
habitual ways of performing his three political roles: rhetoric, personal relations 
and homework”),3 the power situation, and a climate of expectations (the 
President must alternately reassure, project a sense of action, and lend legitimacy 
to the presidency).4 While the differences between the presidency and the role 
of First Lady brook almost no comparison, three of Barber’s five elements provide 
a schema for predicting how a First Lady might function as a communicator in 
the White House.

One of the findings of this study supported the belief that age, state of health, 
relationship with husband, and similar factors were important in determining 
how active a woman might be as a communicator. These factors are subsets of 
character. What is a woman likely to do in the White House based on her 
overall behavior? Is she enthusiastic, reticent, or aggressive? If we can identify 
these traits, can we argue that they will surface in behavior in the White House? 
Few women—indeed, few people—change their behavior or major character 
traits when they arrive at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue.

Recent history suggests that the wife of a President will have already been a 
political wife for many years. This woman will have a developed worldview, 
especially primary, relevant political beliefs and opinions about the central moral 
dilemmas of the time. She may well have political beliefs as strongly held and 
supported as those of her husband, and could come to the White House identified 
as an enthusiastic Republican or simply a woman who embraces her husband’s 
beliefs. By analyzing this pre-White House activity, we might derive some sense 
of how much political communication might emanate from the First Lady. 
Furthermore, what does the First Lady identify as the central moral dilemmas 
of the time, and will she enter the fray?

The First Lady will have developed an observable style prior to residence in 
the White House. She will have performed the visible and expected tasks of 
hostess and public relations person for her husband, and she may have been a 
political presence or surrogate for him. Her preference for one or both of these 
roles may suggest whether the First Lady will view her White House role in 
ceremonial terms or become a well-defined person in her own right.

There is no absolutely accurate method for predicting how a First Lady will 
function as a communicator in the White House, but by assessing character, 
worldview, and style we might begin to see a pattern of potential activity or 
nonactivity emerging.

Future First Ladies will feel greater media and public pressure to assume a 
more visible and committed communication presence. Those who choose to be
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political surrogates and independent advocates (within the accepted parameters 
of feminine issues) probably will be accorded more favorable press attention and 
public support and admiration than those who remain inactive.

The First Lady has one of the most influential podiums in the world at her 
disposal. No First Lady has ever used that podium for personal gain or to 
questionable ends. Some have chosen to ignore it or make limited use of it. 
The political surrogates or independent advocates have taught us that the podium 
provides a magnificent instrument for educating, persuading, and ultimately 
improving the lot of “all the people.”
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FIRSI' LADIFS OP ARKANSAS 

Hillary RDdham Clinton. (Photo rourtesy of the Arkwtsas Gautte) 



Wife of Bill Clinton, Fortieth and Forty-second Governor 

HILLARY RODHAM CLINION 
1979-1981, 1983-1991 

OUR PRESENT FIRST Lady is typic.al of her 
time. Like many young women of today she 
has a full-time job outside the home, even 
though home is the Governor's Mansion. 
Several First Ladies have made a career of 
volunteer work, but Hillary Clinton is a prao­
ticing attorney associated with the Rose Law 
Firm in Little Rock. 

Since her career demands most of her 
daytime hours, she has totally institutional­
ized the running of the mansion. She has a 
mansion administrator who runs the house, 
keeps the books, interviews people who wish 
to use the mansion, and is hostess when 
Hillary cannot be on hand. At the time of 
this writing, Anne McCoy is the attractive 
and efficient person who fills this job. Hillary 
is on hand at the mansion during the day by 
appointment and on special occasions. She 
attends some civic meetings during the day, 
and often her evenings are spent attending 
meetings or banquets of an official nature. 

Liza Ashley is still chief cook at the man­
sion, and there are an upstairs maid and a 
laundress who pinch-hit in the kitchen when 
needed-as does everyone on the staff when 
there is a large function in the works. 'Iwo 
trusties take care of the cleaning and serv­
ing. The seven acres oflawn is cared for by a 
permanent crew supervised by a regular 
garclenei: 

Mrs. Clinton hires a companion for her 
daughtet; Chelsea. By carefully planning her 
time, this busy woman handles her career 
and her roles as wife, rnothet; and First Lady. 

Hillary is the daughter of Dorothy Emma 
Howell and Hugh E11worth Rodham. She was 
born in Chicago, Illinois, on October 26, 
1947. In 1969 she graduated with honors 
from Wellesley College in Massachusetts, 
and in 1973 she graduated from Yale Law 
School. At Yale she was a director of the Bar-
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rister's Union and a member of the board of 
editors of the Yale Law Joumol. It was at Yale 
that she first became aware of Bill Clinton. 
Walking through the student lounge of the 
law school one day, she heard a voice say," .. 
. and not only that, we grow the largest 
watermelons in the world:' She asked her 
companion, "Who is that?" and was told, 
''That's Bill Clinton, and all he ever does is 
talk about Arkansas!' 

One of her main interests is children's 
programs, and after graduation Hillary 
worked as an attorney for the Children's 
Defense Fund in Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
and as a legal consultant for the Carnegie 
Council on Children in New Haven, Con­
necticut 

Following this she was employed in Wash­
ington, D.C., on the House Judiciary Com­
mittee's Special Staff during the inquiry of 
the possible impeachment of former Presi­
dent Nixon. This job ended in August 1974 
when Nixon resigned. 

She then accepted a position as assistant 
professor at the University of Arkansas Law 
School, where in addition to teaching she 
opened a private law practice in Fayetteville. 
She organized the state's first legal aid clinic 
which trained law students in indigent legal 
work, and joined in creating Northwest 
Arkansas Legal Services, a legal aid bureau 
serving six counties. 

Bill Clinton, her classmate from Yale, was 
also a law school professor at the University 
of Arkansas. Hillary and Bill were married 
October 11, 1975, at his home in Fayetteville. 
Hillary's two brothers, Hugh and Tony 
Rodham, who were students at the univer­
sity, were among the guests. 

In 1977 when Clinton became attorney 
general, they moved to Little Rock, and Hil­
lary secured a position with the prestigious 
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Hiilary Rodham Clinton in her first i.nauguml 
ball gown, worn January 9, 1979. (Photo by 
Gene Prescott; wurtesy of the Arkansas Gautte) 
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Rose Law Finn. She is now a partner in this 
firm. 

In 1978 Bill Clinton was elected governor 
of the State of Arkansas and took office on 
January 9, 1979. At the age of thirty-two, he 
was the youngest governor in the United 
States and the second youngest in the history 
of this state. (John Seldon Roane was thirty­
two in January prior to becoming governor 
in a special election on March 14, 1849). The 
inaugural festivities lasted three days, begin­
ning on Sunday with a dedication service at 
Immanuel Baptist Church, followed by a 
rec.eption at the Turritorial Restoration. Mon­
day night there was a "Diamonds and 
Denim" gala at Robinson Auditorium featur­
ing all Arkansas talent 

The Oath of Offic.e was given Tuesday 
morning by Chief Justice Carlton Harris. Bill 
Clinton was sworn in before a packed house, 
but only 250 people chose to leave the warm 
Capitol on the bitterly cold day to hear his
outdoor inaugural address. 'Two former gov­
ernors, two United States representatives, the 
state General Assembly, President Carter's 
son Chip, and the families of both Hillary 
and Bill Clinton were among those in the 
crowded House Chamber: Hillary held the 
Bible on which the governor-elect plac.ed his 
left hand, and his mothet; Virginia Dwire, 
and half-brothet; Roger Clinton, stood beside 
him. 

. 

That afternoon there was a conc.ert by the 
Arkansas Symphony Orchestra in the Capitol 
rotunda. Then there was a rec.eption in the 
Governor's Conferenc.e Room at the Capitol, 
and that night an inaugural ball followed at 
Rick's Armory. Hillary commissioned Con­
nie Fails, a Little Rock designet; to create a 
gown for this special occasion. The gown 
was made of dusty rose panne velvet, with a 
fitted bodic.e, tiered skirt, and set-in sash. It 
was trimmed in antique black lac.e, jet beads, 
rose and jet sequins, and silk embroidery. All 
the trim were antiques and were taken from 
gowns of the 1870s that had belonged to 
Mary a Schrader's family and were donated 
for use on this special dress. 
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As First Lady Hillacy was active in a mun­
ber of volunteer efforts with special interest 
in public education, health care, children's 
needs, and the arts. She served on the Board 
of Directors of the Children's Defense Fund 
and as president of Arkansas Advocates for 
Children and Families. 

She had quite a successful career as Hil­
lacy Rodham, attorney, and continued to use 
this name after marriage-a common prac­
tic.e with career women. However, it didn't go 
over too well with the electorate of Arkansas. 
President Cart.er didn't seem to mind, for he 
appointed Hillacy Rodham to the Board of 
Directors of the Legal Services Corporation 
in Washington, D.C., and she was elected 
chairman of that board in 1979. She was also 
a member of the Concilium on International 
and Area Studies at Yale and on the board of 
Winrock International Livestock Research 
and 'Ilaining Centez: 

Bill Clinton was not successful in his bid 
for a second term, losing to Republican 
Frank White. He ran again in 1982 and was 

reelected. On Januacy 11, 1983, after a prayer 
breakfast at Immanuel Baptist Church, Clin­
ton was inaugurated in a traditional c.ere­
mony in the House Chambei:: The oath was 
administered by Chief Justic.e ruchard B . 
.Adkiswn. Governor Clinton gave his inaugu­
ral address from the Capitol steps. Music was 
provided by the Arkansas National Guard 
Band and choirs from the University of 
Arkansas and Philander Smith College. Gov­
ernor and Mrs. Clinton hosted a reception 
that afternoon in the Governor's Rec.eption 
Room. The Arkansas Symphony String quar­
tet played during the reception, and J

i
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Driftwood and other groups performed at 
different times throughout the Capitol. 

The inaugural ball took plac.e in the Exc.el­
sior Ball Room and the Statehouse Conven­
tion Center ballroom adjoining the E.xc.elsior 
Hotel. Betty Fowler's orchestra performed in 
the Statehouse Center and Art Porter in the 
E.xc.elsior Ball Room. It was estimated the 
crowd at this black tie affair numbered 
around six thousand. Following the ball the 
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Oklahoma Gauemor Ge,orge Nigh and his wife, 
Danna, joining the Clintons at an out.door 
reception, September 27, 1984. (Photo by Art

Meripol; rourtesy of the Arkansas Gautte) 

Democratic party hosted a champagne 
breakfast in the Great Hall of the Camelot 
Hotel. 

For the ball Hillacy chose an elegant gown 
designed by Rina di Montell, of jeweled 
taupe silk chantilly lace over champagne silk 
channeuse. She was privileged to wear the 
4.25-carat canacy yellow Kahn diamond, a 
rare gem mined from the Arkansas Crater of 
Diamonds State Park. The stone is valued at 
$20,000 and was loaned to Mrs. Clinton by 
the Mid-America Museum. It was made into 
a ring in a contemporary setting for this 
oc:c.asion. When Hillacy wore it for the inau­
guration in 1979 it was set as a Victorian 
necklace to complement her antique-style 
gown. 

Governor Clinton's third inaugural ball was 



FIRST LADIF3 OF ARKANSAS 

The Hrst Lady showing a report on progress made in lowering infant mortality, March 13, 1985. 

(Photo by Art Meripol; c:ourte,sy of the Arkansas Gazette) 

The gauenwr opening he.adquarters for the 1986 campaign, March 22, 1986. (Photo by Art Meri­

pol; c:ourresy of the Arkansas Gazette) 
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The Clintons and Donald Duck, 1984. (Photo by 
Walt Disney Productions, rourte,sy of the 
Arkansas Gazette) 

held on January 14, 1985, at the Statehouse 
Convention Center. About two thousand 
people came to dine, dance, and celebrate. 
The Clintons entered the ballroom around 
10:05 and walked the length of the hall on a 
red c.arpet to the platform which held a blue 
lighted ice sculpture of the Capitol. For this 
occasion Hillary chose a three-piece gold 
lame ankle length ensemble that shimmered 
in the spotlights. Whispers of "gorgeous;• 
''beautiful;• and "stunning'' came from over 
the audience. After a few brief remarks, the 
Clintons walked to the dance floor and 
opened the dancing to Jim Johnson's band 
from Memphis. The Jazz Ensemble from the 
University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff and the 
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One of the varie,d duties of the governor's wife­
making the opening pitch at a TCS Orthope.dic 
Clinic softball game, May 19, 1986. (Photo by 
Killy Qµinn; rourte,sy of the Arkansas Gazette) 

Jimmy Church Revue had entertained ear­
lier. 

Hillary's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Hugh 
Rodham, the governor's mother and her 
husband, Dick Kelley, daughter Chelsea, and 
brother Roger Clinton attended the inaugura­
tion in the House Chamber. There had been 
a dedication service earlier at Immanuel 
Baptist Church. A reception for the public 
was held in the Governor's Reception Room 
that afternoon. 

Governor Clinton was inaugurated on Jan­
uary 13, 1987, for his fourth term as governor 
and the first four-year term for an Arkansas 
governor since Reconstruction days. 

For the daytime activities Hillary Clinton 
chose a smart robin's egg-blue cashmere suit, 
and for the ball she wore a turquoise blue 
cracked-ice-on:iersey gown designed and 



FIRSI' LADIPS OP ARKANSAS 

At a "roast" for Hillary Rodham Clinton-Mary 
Ste.enburgen, Mary Ann Campbell, and Father 
George 'Inbou burning the First Lady's ears, 
May 5, 1987. (Photo by Art Meripol; oourtesy of 
the Arl<rmsas Gautte) 

made for her by Martha Dixon of Arka­
delphia She shared the spotlight with six­
year-old Chelsea, who was allowed to stay up 
late and attend the ball. Chelsea wore a long 
gown of blue taffeta made especially for her 
by Pat Qµall_s of the Public Service Commis­
sion. The daytime festivities followed the 
usual pattern of a dedication service at 
Immanuel Baptist Church, the midmorning 
swearing-in ceremony in the House Cham­
ber; the noontime inaugural address on the 
Capitol steps, and an afternoon reception in 
the Governor's Reception Room. The ball 
was held at the Statehouse Convention Cen­
ter; which was decorated with green, gold, 
and white balloons and twinkle lights in live 
trees. Music was provided by the Little Rock 
Jazz Machine. 

Hillary Clinton has taken an active part in 
her husband's campaigns, malting speeches 
on his behalf and attending political rallies. 
He named her head of a 44-member state 
Rural Health Advisory Committee and hon­
orary chainnan for the International Year of 
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Hillary Rodham Clinton in the cashmere suit 
she wore to the daytime inaugural events on 
January 13, 1987. (Photo by Art Meripol; cour­
tesy of the Arl<rmsas Gautte) 

the Child activities in Arkansas, which had 
children's health as its main focus. Probably 
her appointment by him as chairman of the 
Educational Standards Committee has been 
her most influential role. 

Each year the Clintons hold a reception at 
the mansion honoring all the high school 
valedictorians and salutatorians and their 
parents. In September 1986 there was a 
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The First Family at the inauguml ball, January 13, 1987. (Photo by Art Meripol; wurte,sy of the 
Arkansas Gazette) 

HiIJary Rodham Clinton spe,aking while the gouernar listens, July 15, 1987. (Photo by Jeff Mitch­
ell; wurte,sy of the Arkansas Gazette) 
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The First Lady with Danna McLarty at a press wnference, October 12, 1988. (Photo by WL.
(Pat) Patterson; courtesy of the Arkansas Gautte) 

reception for the Older American Volunteer 
Program attended by two thousand people. 
They were served the largest cake in 
Arkansas, baked at Rogers, Arkansas. The 
Clintons have made the mansion available to 
the public for receptions and entertainment 
more often than any other governot: 

In addition to her many other accomplish­
ments Hillary has organized a Governor's 
Mansion Association for the purpose of raur
ing funds to preserve and enhance the man­
sion and grounds. This was a much-needed 
action, as the mansion has never been com-' . 
pletely furnished and the constant and 
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heavy use of the house makes repairs imper­
ative. 

This attractive and talented young woman 
is a tremendous asset to her husband and to 
this state. As the current resident of the Gov­
ernor's Mansion, she lives on the former site 
of the home of Matilda Fulton, wife of the 
last territorial governor of Arkansas. These 
two women are as different as the ti.mes in 
which they have lived. As with their sister 
First Ladies, their lives reflect transitions in 
the activities of women in our society and in 
the contnbutions they make to the welfare of 
the state. 
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wing of public broadcasting is 
touting McLaughlin Group panel­
ist Fred Barnes as the best hope 
to put together a show that might 
balance things off against Front­
line, Bill Greider, Bill Moyers, 
and all the other liberals.... 
That while you can thank Bush 
pollster Bob Teeter for Dan 
Quayle's ending up as vice presi­
dent, it was political adviser 
Charles Black who insisted on 
Phil Gramm as keynoter of the 
GOP convention. Black will be 
handling Gramm’s 1996 presi­
dential bid.... That at a meeting 
of health-care executives, Con­
gressman Fortney “Pete" 
Stark offered this definition: 
“Good health is when you're 
having good sex and your spouse 
looks as good to you today as she 
or he did ten years ago."

and play dead. George Mitchell and Tom 
Foley were late Clinton converts, and 
they’re used to being independent of the 
White House. Congress will have lots of 
new members and may have lots of new 
committee chairs. Expect Clinton to do a 
lot of heavy courting.

Who’ll be in? You’ll see more blond 
hair, less silver hair. Governors will be in, 
Texans out. New York Times in, Washing­
ton Times out. Sidney Blumenthal and

*

Hillary and Bill: the Nineties’ Jackie and Jack? 

Democrats are ready to wake up smiling the 
morning of November 4, but they’re won­
dering whether Bill Clinton will be a replay 
of Jimmy Carter or a return to Camelot.

Carter, revered for his good works since 
leaving Washington, is barely remembered 
as president. He came here an outsider and 
left an outsider.

Clinton, in contrast, is wired to Washing­
ton. Both Bill and Hillary are champion net- 
workers. Bill has Georgetown and Yale law­
school networks, a Rhodes-scholar network, 
a Democratic Leadership Council network.

Hillary worked on the Hill and chaired the 
Legal Services Corporation in the ’70s, and 
was co-chair of the Children’s Defense 
Fund. Both Bill and Hillary met many Wash­
ingtonians at Renaissance Weekends, annual Elvis is in. 
gatherings of heavyweights at Hilton Head.
Carter came to Washington with the attitude 
that it was Georgia against the world; the 
Clintons would come here with very big 
Rolodexes.

Would the Clintons, like the Kennedys, 
energize Washington? Very likely. They’d 
bring new ideas, new people, a sense that the 
city is on the move. In a town that’s more 
Democratic than Republican, a lot of people 
will feel that they’re no longer outsiders at 
the party. Bill Clinton, like Jack Kennedy, 
knows how to work a room.

There’ll be a honeymoon but don’t ex­
pect the Democratic Congress to roll over

WHAT’S

Renee Poussaint
May Go Network
That WJLA-TV is not unhappy 
about a possible move by long­
time anchor Renee Ponssaint to 
ABC News. Channel 7 gave her 
time off to work on a PrimeTime 
Live story, and the station 
wouldn't mind Renee taking her 
S500,000-a-year salary to the 
network.... That a local banker 
says there are three types of 
bonds this election season: the 
Quayle Bond, which has no ma­
turity; the Bush Bond, which has 

no interest; and the 
. I Clinton Bond, which 

V : I has no principal....

I That movie star Kev

I ln Costner is look

I ing at horse farms in 
M the Leesburg area,

I saying he wants to

5 raise his chUdren far
Poussaint from Hollywood....

That among suggestions for mon­
uments received by the National 
Park Service are a statue honor­
ing dogs who were killed in Viet­
nam and a Tomb of the Unborn

1^.

Millie is out.
Strobe Talbott in, Fred Barnes and Brit 
Hume out. Arsenic Hall in, Larry King 
out. Saxophones in, guitars out. Cats in, 
springer spaniels out. Mustang converti­
bles in, Swatch watches in. George Will 
may be back in.

Certain to be very in are Dave McCur­
dy, Marian Wright Edelman, Anne Wex­
ler, Dick Moe, Pamela Harriman, Liz 
Stevens, Ron Brown, Jay and Sharon 
Rockefeller, Vernon Jordan, Lynn Cutler, ; 
Les Aspin, Sam Nunn, David Pryor, Tony 1 

Coelho, Al From, John Breaux, Steve En- 
gelberg, Jim Woolsey, Bitsy Folger, and I 

Beryl Anthony.

WHO’S HOT
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BALLOT.
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one.

And this time, i'll personally make sure your

Your HILLARY BALLOT will be

V

THE AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE UNION 
38!vr SUMI. S E 

Waihlngion. D C 20003

But you can now, 
voice will be heard.

. ■■■

beat Supporter of the American Conservative Union,

Hera is your opportunity to do what you couldn't do in 1992...

•X

8:34 No .005 P.02
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So please, do not delay your response. Complete vour HTltary 
BALLOT and rush it back to me today. Your HILLARY BALLOT will be 
tabulated in our national processing center here in Washington. D.c.

Your vote will be kept strictly confidential.

Jun 30’93

^3

and even though Hillary is in the process of dictating 
what health care will be available to you...

••• she was elected bv no one and is accountable to no

You and I didn't have a chance to vote for or against "First 
Person” Hillary Clinton before.

But the overall results will be sent to the white House, 
Congress, and to the national media.

...vote FOR or AGAINST First
Person Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Please, take out a pen right now and sign the enclosed HILLARY 
BALLOT. Then rush it back to me today.

Hillary "Rodham” Clinton is now the second., if not the first, 
most powerful person in the world.

She sits in on Cabinet meetings

... her lackeys are in charge of, among other things, 
the Justice Department and the Department of Health 
and Human Services;

Our goal: to counter the biased media's ridiculous claim that 
Americans approve of Hillary and her enormous illegitimate (or 
illegal) power. What's more, We want to use the results of our 
HILLARY BALLOTS to force Bill Clinton to rein in his wife before she

... she has a huge taxpayer-paid staff and flies on U.S. 
military aircraft at your and my expense;

... her lavish offices take up nearly an entire floor of the 
West Wing of the White House;
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J 1 ? niAAary; rooiea America last November. They“1Bled v°ters into believing that Hillary would not have

We know that Hillary's

our

a woman for
Attorney General •— no matter how many times it took 
to get it right;

and

radical homosexual crowd?

Or why he wants

• ♦ •

That's why she told Bill Clinton to give her the one job in the 
rea in which she can cause the most damage — health cara.one area

and health care benefits;

Ai - > . ii JA.X <

{<:

■A

In fact, that Is exactly what she is already doing; 

* Hillarv demanded that Bill Clinton pick

oppressive government

federally funded pornography...

i. ■ ■■ r'

Why he insists on homosexuals in the military? 
AIDS infected inmigrants to come to America?

<

* Hillary Played a major role in nearly all Cabinet 
appointments making sure her friends, such as the ultra­
liberal Donna Shalala, were chosen over others;

* HlllBry.gi.tfi in on all Cabinet meetings, was a major 
player in the White House/Governors conference, and 
has already begun lobbying — and bullying — Senators 
and congressmen from both political Parties.

Do you ever wonder why Bill Clinton caters so much to the

can do any serious and long term damage to our nation.

America last November, 

enormous power, - ----

ali fc”?* n?w that this was not true- ‘down home*’ act and cookie baking were all a charade.

And we .wow that Hillary intends to rule the White House and 
nation with an iron fist.

Nothing frightens me more than Hillary deciding for me and for 
XfiU what kind of health care we should have. Because despite what 
she says, Hillary's health care plan will almost certainly lead to;

* rationed health care;
* new taxes on Social Security, income

and health care benefits;
* long waiting periods and delays

Hart v£ the Answer is, “Queen Hillary.«

Her radical agenda includes special privileges for homosexuals 
feminists, abortionists and other left-wing kooks.

It also Includes.., sky-high taxes... oppressive government 
regulations... a massive redistribution of wealth... an expansion of 
the welfare state... racial quotas...
the complete dismantling of the military and the CIA... ' '

’ * • total control over vour life and vour income.

sky-high taxes

racial quotas
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Both writers will add dimension and matu­
rity to the reporting and analysis you find in 
World s pages. More importantly, they will 
also enhance what you find only in World , a

name, and is delighted to tell you why you 
won’t see another name there any time soon.

The name you will see is Fred Barnes, cer-

TEL=2022932672

Broadly applying her Seay faith

» lintor, ind 
of Virtue

8:37 No.005 P.08

become a way of life—although bringing at 
least as many problems as it has solved.

Amazingly, Mrs. Clinton seems to under­
stand the failures of the traditional liberal 
state. But instead of conceding that the state's 
great powers should therefore be trimmed 
back, she wants now to extend the provisions

j .. . of this false god to the issues of virtue and
uothet^®,^nin*le lTait possibility that Mrs. Clinton has taken on all ethics in every area of life. Francis Schaeffer 

HU?ryi,CMnlOn *® W,ld 6 no morc trad1' more than a decade ago about the

d°nai human beings "powerful elite" who would seek to dictate
SoSeTtiSg0°dfOlk'aWet0achicvejUS: ftnd won«- Now’ y°u‘re seeing that
«rit^n^h’S^U ’ * 8h ®b0Ut wonderfU1 ^8 S« their warning fulfilled- -and you read about it not

< u fnblds t0'Hfi qut>tes Donald G',oneS1 yovth to some right-wing -ag, but In ThoNew York
But sadly, the evidence also grows that minister to Hillary Rodham during her high- - -

Mrt Ciinmn puts her faith tnthe wrong god. school yean, who says pointedly: *My sense

Hillary piece. Yet, given the prominence she truth of the human condition, which is that 
has had in recent weeks in the media—dong you cannot depend on the basic nature of 
^drthemtenaityyttiy ch ahe has set out man to be good and you cannot depend ........«M.«7Uu„u.«vl.rivUDttmes,Cer.

to resfwpe American life- entirely on moral suasion to make it good, tainly one of the most respected Journalists in 

st is Wai to explore what You have to use power. And there is nothing America today. He is senior editor of The New 
driyesher. wrong with wielding power in the pursuit of Republic, and appears regularly as a com-

Few sources are more policies that will add to the human good." menta tor on the Me- - --------------------

You have to use power, I _
Before considering what a chilling though National Public Radio. He

cover adoringjy framed the First Lady in gar- She has moved far beyond two categories of ian, who loves being asked 

mentc n u. r® Av«mHH»aa iu. ami. .j «,•... people who tend to dominate to tell how he became a
this world. First, she has moved believer. We’ve quoted
beyond the millions of people Barnes and Interviewed
who simply don’t care about him often in World, but
the world's ills. Mock her If you now he’s agreed to write 
will, but she is persuasive and regular news and analyses for us as well—the 
sometimes eloquent in her pas- first ofwhlch appears on p. 16 of this issue, 
sion to set right some of the Another thoughtful Christian journalist 
things that have gone so wrong, wifi also write regularly for World in the 
She says herself that she seeks a months ahead, as he has in recent issues. He 
new union of conservatism and is Terry Eastland, a fellow with the Ethics and 
liberal thinking, and some of Public Policy Center in Washington, a public

men, should behave than with how"p«>ple Ke^eSdy„0^™d~M^ta7„ r=S^'™d«'PoTaiTS™ 
shotddWriter Michael Kelly eontlnues:‘She has moved beyond those who sail beUeve JXeXcontoK

would like to do good, on a grand scale, and that we’re all pretty good people, if we could M ft> j now to Me WaH Street
ahewouki like others to do good as weli. She only get rid ofall these evil influences around I ; journal Eastland too

would likeito make the world a better place- us. She seems to understand that the evil isn't wFRJ I would normallv take a
as she defines better... Hei sense of pur- Just around us, but within us. And she seems i jfciJrj place on World's mast­
pose stems from a world view rooted in the to understand that it is so pervasive that only head as a contributinv
acdvi«rellglonofheryouth6ndwater«dby theremaklrigor.Hbolcn.ri0„ofpecpteS *1*^ XXcep^SSh"! 

the conviction of her generation that It was change things. UetUn<  , P 86
destined (and equipped! to teach the world But how do you remake a whole nation of editor of a new publication on media eJS

b5S bf falthS peOple? Tbat'6 whcre the Flrsl Lady’s frfmk sponsored by Forbes magazine That assign-
°f her heart’ Tbrace of powcr gets F'O you turn to ment came with the unXstandable req JSt

u"r% J »be institutions that are made up of those that he not appear on the masthead of any
World, you may recall, highlighted the same ultimately evil and fallible people? Do publications. V

same themes in its May 22 issue (the week you turn to executive staffs who don't even
before the New York Times piece) in an article know how to schedule a haircut? Are those
by Steve Beard. Tliere, we stressed the sense the people you want to trust to make a nation 

in which Mrs. Clinton had been shaped by good and to instill it with virtue?
mSJ?eth wdl.Sm-7and .8U®8est9d there » is one thing to go beyond traditional perspective on the weekly nmumtiucied by 
might be a certain naivete in her Dersnective unrtKTRtjinrtlnocr1fal!mi.^^in/^.̂ ....»_ _ __»»_____,. .. ucicuny
on tire human condition. ment and to ask the state to provide health troth.

KeD/s New York Times article also worrits and education and welfare for Increasing 
about naivete, but finds it In a different part of numbers of its citizens. Hard though all that
Mrs. Clinton s belief system. He rejects the has been for many people to swallow, ft has

WORLD • JUNes,

k

is evident in the approach of Hillary Clinton the world's woes with no more than the tradl- 
*1 — a-o-- • ■ _ a — a — *

seriously the task of applying her faith to all of

excite evangelical Christians.

menta tor on the Mc­
Laughlin Group and onrevealing in that respect

t Times - ------ --------------- - ------------------- „riuUlw,uUdlMW.nc
Magazine of Sunday, May 23, whose front that really Is, let’s give the woman her due. Is also a committed Christ- 

ments of white overprinted 
with the headline: "The Poll- 
ticsofVlrtue.*

Inside, the article’s title 
"Saint Hillary" is no mocking 
put-down. Instead, it’s hard 
to imagine a piece on Mother
Theresa cramming more reli­
gious imagety into a few lines
The subhead teases: “More
preacher than politician, the
First Lady seeks a new Refor-

T
r* I 1
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HILLARY CLINTON TO SIT AT CABINET
— The New York Times

" y y ;

HILLARY AMI JUSTICE
— Evans and Novak
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“As one White House aide put it, she 
isn’t just in the loop, she is the loop. 
The only question is when — if ever 
— Hillary’s unique role will raise the 
issue of who’s really in charge in the 
Oval Office.”
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GOP CONGRESSMEN QUESTION HILLARY 
CLINTON’S CLOSED DOOR MEETINGS
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Ono way or

Union

y0'1 know, considered by many to be the most respected and 
effective grassroots organization in America, the ACU is the one
group that truly frightens the liberals.

And for aood reasoiU-

V * ■

• •

a strong♦ • • • • •

That>6 why, in

... I also hope I can count on you to rush the ACU a most

/

k

•:v- •

Wa believe in lower taxes 
defense...

in treatment;
* fewer doctors, less drug research, 

and poorer health care quality.

This is the future if Hillarv is allowed to decide our nation's
health care system — guaranteed.

Guaranteed because Hillary is a pro-socialist. oro-Marxlst 
IftffcXfft who will lead our nation down the same path as the Soviet 
union. Eastern Europe and other nations who have bankrupted 
themselves by trying to provided "free" government run health care.

The bottom line my friend is that nothing is "free."
another, you and I will always pay for health care.

But with Hillary in charge, the health care we get will be far 
worse then what we get now.

That's why you and I have to stop her.

And why, I hope I can count on your continued support of 
"HILLARY ALERT," a special project of the American Conservative 

less government  a 
the traditional family values that made America great.

In short, the ACU stands for everything Bill and Hillary 
detest... God, family, and patriotism.

That's why one of our top priorities is using HILLARY ALERT to 
limit the power of Hillary "Rodham" Clinton. In many ways, she is 
far more dangerous than her husband because she fanatically believes 
her leftist philosophy. And about all that stands in her way right 
now are you, me, and the taxpayers of America. That's whv. in 
addition to vour HILLARY balwt. ..

From standing up for the "Silent Majority" in the 1960s... to 
limiting the damage caused by Jimmy carter in the 1970s.. to helping 
Ronald Reagan build his conservative "revolution" in the 1980s...

••• the ACC has helped make history.

And with your continued support today, we intend to continue to 
make history in opposing the socialist agenda of Bill and Hillary 
Clinton.
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Chairman of American Conservative Union (ACU)

 $75  $100

ACU is o non-profit, grassroots
oiganlzation. Contributions to the 
ACU are not tax-deductible.

 DO NOT CUT OR SEPARATE. RETURN THIS ENTIRE FORM TODAY.
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Corporate contributions are 
welcome.
Not authorized or printed at
government or taxpayer expense.
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Bill Clinton was elected President?

O Approve O Disapprove

s
E

 n
as

 $15
 $250

Un make your dedr payable ro: Hillary Alert or the American Conservative Union.

i

PERSONAL REPLY TO DAVID A. KEENE
Hillary Alert 

^Cx:^flrn determine a national health care policy?

4)

Dear David,

Sng^iftmyXTfor:"COTP‘G,in8®AL^Wd y°“'“<»>•

O Disapprove O Undecided
ive a taxpayer funded, White House political staff to help her

O No O Undedded

O Undedded

Ho'^r8 “* ab0U' h°W mUCh P0™- ^"y a*'0"
O Tes O No o Undedded

 $20 D$25 DSSO
 $500 □$1,000 □Other$ 

5> Ml dGdsi0"10 “« her maid'n "Rodham,” since
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____________ enclosed, pre*addressed, refum envelope. Thank you.

1) Do you approve or disapprove of Hillary "Rodham" Clinton? 

O Approve
2) Should Hillary Clinton ha 

determine U.S, policy?

OYes

HILLARY BALLOT
Sponsored by "Hillary Alert"

A Special Project of the American Conservative Union.

Instructions: Please answer each question. Then place your ballot and yo~ur donation check In the
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qenergu■ donation ot $15, $20, $a5, $50, $100 or aore today, 

Pleaae, your gift is just as important as your HILLARY BALLOT. 

You see, in taking on Killary Clinton we are taking on the 
darling of the media, Hollywood, and the entire establishment Left. 

To counter this force, we need to: 

• diatribMtt a minimum of� million HILLARY BALLOTS
nationwide as soon as possible;

* recruit an anny of 100,000 Americana willing to �lood the
White House, the Congress and the radio talk shows in a
sea of petitions, phone calls and letters demandinq Bill
Clinton rein in his radical wife:

* ;reote and publish a HI�LABX ALERT newslett�r which will
track and expose every move l!lade by our new "First Person11 1

* ton, an alliance of congre8sional leaders who will help us
tight Hillary'a socialist health care proposal� in the
Mouse and Senate.

My friend, this is indeed a massive endeavor. And it will taka 
your help, both political and financial to make it work. 

But with your oontinued support, it can and will work. As long 
as we begin today, before it's too late .

. Th• ACU needs your oompleted HILLARY BALLOT today so we can 
launch a counter atrike against her biased alli•• in the media. 

And we n•1� v9ur gift of $15, $20, $25, $50, or $100 to tund 
this counter atrike. 

So please, complete your HILLARY BALLOT and then rush it back to 
me today along with your most urgent, most generou5 donation. 

t>.s. 

Thank you. 

Chainnan 

In an arro9ant and symbolic slap in the face to all Americans,
Hillary Clinton changed her name to Hillary "Rodham" Clinton 
attar the election. This use other maiden name is Hillary's 
way of saying, "I fooled you in November, �oo bad. I'm in 
power now and there is nothing you can to do stop me I ''. 

PJ@O&•· halp me and the ACU prove Hillary "Rodham"
Clinton wrong -- todav.
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
ON THE BUDGET 

The South Lawn 

July 29, 1997 

THE PRESIDENT: Good afternoon. Ladies and gentlemen, 
we have the pleasure of announcing today an historic agreement that 
will benefit generations of Americans. Last night we reached 
agreement with Congress on detailed legislation to balance the budget 
in a way that honors our values, invests in our people and cuts taxes 
for middle class families. After decades of deficits, we have put 
America's fiscal house in order again. (Applause.) 

Above all, we are investing in education, America's most 
important priority. I am particularly pleased that the first 
balanced budget in a generation is also the best education budget in 
a generation and the best for fu�ure generations. (Applause.) 

This agreement meets my goal of balancing t�e budget in 
a way that honors our values, invests in our people and prepares 
America for the 21st century. It is very, very good for our country. 
It's a victory for every parent who wants a good education for their 
children, for every child in a poor household who needs health care, 
for every immigrant struggling to make it here, for every family 
working to build a secure future. It is the best investment we can 
make in America's future. 

Let me underscore the magnitude of this achievement. 
Four and a half years ago, when this administration took office, 
America's budget deficit was $290 billion and rising. We put in 
place a comprehensive economic strategy to cut the deficit and invest 
in our people. The budget plan adopted in 1993 made a large 
contribution to today's conditions in America -- a strong economy, 
low inflation, and a deficit that has already shrunk by more than 80 
percent. 

The budget agreement that we announced today would not 
be possible had it not been for the to.ugh vote taken in 1993 to set 
us on ·the right path. (Applause.) Thank you. Now, this legislation 
will help to ensure the conditions for continued prosperity, keeping 
interest rates down and spurring investment. And, just as important, 
it will give our people the tools to reap the rewards of economic 
growth.· Let me mention just a few of the details of this plan. 

First, at the heart of this balanced budget is the 
historic investment in education -- the most significant increase in 
education funding in more than 30 years. It includes $35 billion in 
tax relief to help families pay for college and training -- the 
largest investment in higher education since the G.I. Bill 50 years 
ago. (Applause.) It will give every American who needs it a HOPE 
Scholarship to pay for the first two years of college. Its gives tax 
relief for all four years of college and for education throughout a 
lifetime. The overall budget agreement also includes the largest 
increase in Pell Grant Scholarships for deserving students in three 
decades, funds our America Reads Challenge, helps to connect all our 
schools and libraries to the Internet by the year 2000. 

MORE 
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will this new revenue help to pay for health care, it will 
prevent children from taking up smoking in the first place.
(Applause.)

ui tne meiwers or congress wno worxed hard on this legislation. I 
also want to say a special word of appreciation to Senator Lott and

MORE

*

Third, this is a balanced budget that provides modest 
tax relief to the middle class, helping families to raise their 
children, buy and sell a home, save for their retirement with 
expanded IRAs and send their children to college. We fought very 
hard to make sure this tax cut helped a wide range of middle class 
parents, all those who are working hard to raise their children, pay 
their taxes and be good citizens, and the agreement does just that. 
(Applause.)

Finally, this is a balanced budget that honors our 
commitment to our parents by extending the Medicare Trust Fund for a 
decade and to the next generation by continuing our commitment to the 
environment to protect our air, our land, our water, to clean up the 
worst toxic waste sites in the nation. And we achieve all these 
goals while eliminating the budget deficit by 2002. We are 
determined never again to repeat the mistakes of the past, when we 
mortgaged our economy to reckless policies. This budget reforms and 
cuts yesterday's government so that we can help provide our people 
the means to meet the challenges of tomorrow.

Let me thank the negotiators for the administration who 
did a superb job, all the democratic lawmakers here and, indeed, all 
of the members of Congress who worked hard on this legislation. I 
also want to say a special word of appreciation to Senator Lott and 
Speaker Gingrich, to Senator Domenici and Congressman Kasich and to 
their committee chairs, who worked with us across the lines of 
substantial philosophical and practical differences to reach a good 
faith agreement that is an honorable and principled compromise. And

We want every child in America to grow up healthy and 
strong and this investment takes a major step toward that goal. I'm 
also pleased that Congress agreed to pay for the children's health 
care in part with a new 15-cents-a-pack tax on cigarettes. Not only 

it will help

As the spending bills move forward in weeks to come, we 
will work to see that they reflect this agreement. I am pleased that 
this legislation also will give communities substantial tax cuts to 
help to build and modernize our schools. (Applause.)

All across America, I have challenged our people to make 
sure that every 8-year-old can read, every 12-year-old can log onto 
the Internet, every 18-year-old can go to college, every adult can 
keep learning for a lifetime. This balanced budget makes 
unprecedented progress toward those goals.

Second, this is a balanced budget that strengthens our 
families by extending health insurance coverage to up to 5 million 
children. (Applause.) By investing fully $24 billion we will be 
able to provide quality medical care for these children, everything 
from regular check-ups to major surgery. I want to thank all of the 
people in Congress and among my fellow Democrats here who worked so 
hard on the health care issue, but I especially want to say a thanks 
to Senator Kennedy, Senator Rockefeller and to the First Lady for 
what they have done over these years to help us to reach this 
important day. (Applause.)

Fourth, this is a balanced budget that will help us 
finish the job of welfare reform, providing $3 billion to move 
welfare recipients to private sector jobs, keeping our promise made 
last year to provide $12 billion to restore disability and health 
benefits for 350,000 legal immigrants. And, as the Vice President 
will describe, it will double the number of empowerment zones to 
bring the spark of private enterprise to our hardest-pressed 
neighborhoods. (Applause.)
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* * * * *

Thank you very much. (Applause.)

3:25 P.M. EDTEND

Now I'd like to ask the Vice President to come forward 
and let me thank you all again for this great, great day. 
(Applause.)

Wait, wait, 
to pass this agreement.

This summer we had an historic opportunity to strengthen 
America for the 21st century and we have seized it. Now our nation 
can move forward stronger, more vibrant, more united than ever. For 
that, I am profoundly grateful.

especially let me thank Senators Daschle and Lautenberg, Congressman 
Spratt and Congressman Rangel for their leadership.

This agreement is a monument to the efforts that people, 
who good will can make, when they put aside partisan interests to 
work together for the common good and our common future. It reflects 
the values and aspirations of all Americans. And I hope and expect 
it will marshall strong majorities of both parties in both houses.

We forgot to say one thing. We still have 
(Laughter.) And so, tomorrow, the next day 

— and I hope it will be over by then — all of us who are for it, in 
both parties, have a solemn obligation to go out there and try to 
keep moving and keep this spirit alive and actually pass it. We are 
celebrating an agreement; we still have to celebrate the passage of 
the bill and then the signing of the bill, and I look forward to 
being here for that with all of you and others as well.




