



























































































































































































































































The Wyoming Tribune-Eagle (Cheyenne), 8/6/96

Cheyenne vet
seeks answers

Mike Lanning will
testify today about
Persian Gulf Syndrome.

8y loe Gardyunz
Vrariy Wi je

For Desest Storm veteran Mike
Lanning, full enjoyment of Ufe
ended when he returned home
moce than flve yeary ago and began
developing symptoms of Perslan
Gul Syndrama.

Lanning and other aling veterans
In the Rocky Mountain region will
have the opportunity to testlfy
today in Denver o an open pane] ol
the Presidential Advicory Cammit-
1ee on Gulf War veterans' Ulneases.
The 124uember panel will take pub-
lic comments this moming during
its roceting at the Adam’s Mark
Hotel 1550 Court Place.

Now a Cheyenne resident, Lan-
nlog was medically retired by the
Alr Force in 1994 after developing
sleep apnea, chironic fatigue, he-
patiis, pala In hls muscles and
Joints and other symptoms of Per-
slan Gulf Syndrome. A CAT scan
has also revealed a nodule In his
tighl fung which doctocrs cannot di
agnose, he said.

Unable to work lor most of the
past two years, he says he's sure
his symptoms were caused by ex-
posure to traqt chemlcal and blo-
logical weapons while he wurked as
a fuels specialist in Qatar.

“Iteel It's time for the government
to stop studying and to start act-
tg.” sald Lanning

The Department of Veterans Ak
fairs has not yet ruled on hls case,
sa he has the lowest priority for
medical treatmemt. He s hoping the
VA will rnule his case sarvicecon-
nectad go he and tus famlily can get
non-taxable VA compensation. The
50 percent disabllity lncome his
amily gets from the Alr Focce is tax-
able and waould end if he dies

More than 945,000 service roem-
bers served Inthe Persian Gulf rom |
August 1880 through the end of
1994. As of June 25, 60,441 people
have been listed by the VA on the
Pessiaa Gult Registry. More thaa
80,000 veterans have Nled claios
for symptoms, of which moce than
55,000 have been denled.

Laoning ¥ a member of the
Desert Storm Veterans af the Rocky
Mountains, a grassroots effort
launched three years ayu by Denise
Nichols, an ex-Alr Force nucse now
lving tn Colorado.

“We're hoping that the president
wan't walt for the commitiee to
turn In Its full report attar the elec-
tlon,” Nicho's sald In a telephane in-
terview.
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sulf war vets sound

Advisdry panel hears tesfi’mony on
' ‘health problems

By Genevieve Anton )
Gazette Telegraph

DENVYER ~— MaJ. Richard
Walker, a Peraian Gulf War vet-
eran from Pueblo, has toid the
story of hls mysterious illness
again and again. In the past flve
yeara he's testified before Con-
gress, the state Leglslature and the
Department of Veteran's Affairs.

Every time he testifies, it saps
what little energy he has left.

"But Walker stood up once again
Tuesday before a presidential advi.
sory committee that held a hearing
{n Denver as part of an 18-month

effort to see how well the govern.
ment {s responding to the health
problems belng reported by gulf
war veterans. :

“I’'m sure the people on this cora-
mittce are truly dedicated to find-
ing out what is wrong with us and
what can be done to help us,” he
said later. "1 Just hope we finally
get some answers.”

It's a problem that won't go
away. Six years after the United
States sent 697,000 troops to battle
Iraq, tens of thousands of veterans
atill suffer from unexplained symp-
toms ranging from rashes to

breathing problems to neurological
disorders. And there's no happy
ending In sight.

Not that the government hasn't
tried to get to the bottom of what's
causing one of the most contentious
health problems among veterana
8ince, Agent Orange. The VA and
the Defense Department have spon-
gored more than 30 research pro-
Jects on poassible causes. In 1996
alone up to $13 million was apent
on such efforts, and funding for
this year.Is expected to be Just as
high.

While medical care has tm-

proved, compensation {s easier to
obtain and even some classified in-
formation {s now avallable to vet-
erans, no one has been able to nall
down the exact cause of what ls
collectively called “Gulf War Syn-
drome.” And that has hampered ef-
forts to help the victims.

*“It's extremely frustrating,*
said Walker, who also counsels
some 70 gulf veterans in Pueblo
trying to navigate the maze of fed-
eral assistance. "Every day ] hear
the stories — panicked wives
whose husbands go Into ahock, 3

widow who can't make ends
meet, a veteran who is blown off
by the VA once again,”

The 12-member advisory com-
missfon set up by President Clin-
ton in May 1995 1s composed of
veterans, scientists, health care
officials and policy experts. It's
billed as the first independent
panel to review all aspects of
the government's response —
policy, research efforts, medical
treatment and cutreach pro-
grams — and come up with
recommendations.

An interim report was submit-
ted In February; a final version
i3 due at the end of the year.

**Thils comumittee 13 very com-
mitted and serious about ;
the strongest recommendations
possible to the president,* said
executive director Robyn Ni-
shiml. ‘““We won't be able to find
answera for each individual
case, but we'll point out what
still needs to be done overall.”

i However,Denise Nichals,
president of a Colorado group

4 for gulf war veterant, ssid it's

" the public that some

Just one more delay while veter-
ans continue to suffer and die.
Congress and the military now

* have an excuse to sit back and
do nothing while they wait for
yet another report, she sald

“Don't study us to death,”

sald Nichols. “Don't shove us off
to another hearing or research
program like trapped guines
pigs. The president needs to step
forward as commander-in-chief

" and take bold action right now

to save the veterans."
Her disillusionment with the

“lack of progress was shared by a
group of sick veterans from Col-

orado Springs who attended the
daylong hearing.

*“lsee what's going on and I'm
not impressed,’” sald Marion .
Wagner, a retired staff sergeant
who was a squad leader for an
afr defense unit on the front

, line. “This is a whitewash, 3

dog-and-pony show to convince

thing Is ac-
tually being done.”
Wagner pulled out a photo

' album showing his unit trudging

through burned-out bunkers
filled with human bodies, spent
amumunition and debris a3 oil-

. well flres burned fn the back-

ground — a toxic junkyard of

. war that he claims rained his
health, Once heleft the mititary
-he couldn't get medical care be-

cause the VA still has not ap-
proved his‘claim one year after
it was submitted.

“T've got no place to go for
help,” Wagner said. “If the gov-
ernment can't fix my little prob-
lem, how is it going to solve
anything?*









