


GULF WAR ILLNESSES





























































NASW members are very involved in the 1996 elections at both the state and national levels.
The NASW is a strong grassroots organization. Last fall, they created a national voter
registration campaign to register, educate and mobilize voters. The headline of the June 1996
edition of the NASW newspaper, which reaches approximately 155,00 readers, was an
endorsement of President Clinton in the upcoming election.






















































OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
1000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1000

January 24, 1995

THE SPECIAL
ASSISTANT

MEMORANDUM FOR MAGGIE WILLIAMS, CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE FIRST LADY
MELANNE VERVEER, DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE
FIRST LADY

FROM: Margie Suuiv7r(l/u\/9

SUBJECT: Follow-Up on Persian Gulf llinesses Meeting

In the aftermath of our Monday afternoon discussion with the First Lady, John Deutch and
| met with Secretary Perry to map out a plan of action. Because | will be off traveling with
John Deutch, | wanted to follow-up in writing so you would have a clear notion of how the
Department plans to proceed.

1. Reschedule 60 Minutes interview to next Wednesday, February 1st, and use John Deutch
as Department spokesperson. (Point of contact: Dennis Boxx, (703) 697-9312.)

2. Develop a press strategy to heighten public awareness of Clinton Administration initiatives
and accomplishments in responding to the inherited problems of illnesses affecting veterans
of the Persian Gulf War. The media plan will be developed in close coordination with the
White House Communication office. (Point of contact: Dennis Boxx, (703) 697-9312.)

3. Carefully examine last year’s legislative language to ensure that DoD is in full compliance
with the law on the execution of research studies and clinical evaluations. (Point of contact:
Larry Cavaiola, (703) 695-0661.)

4. Draft a letter from Secretary Perry to the First Lady suggesting ways in which Mrs. Clinton
might personally involve herself in elevating the profile of the Administration’s responsiveness
to sick vets. (Point of contact: Larry Cavaiola, (703) 695-0661.)

5. Propose a Blue Ribbon panel of outside individuals representing average Americans to
review the Administration’s comprehensive response to the Gulf War ilinesses. Recognizing
that the establishment of another panel brings with it both political costs and benefits, this idea
would be presented in writing to the First Lady before any action was embarked upon by the
Department. (Point of contact: Larry Cavaiola, (703) 695-0661.)
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June 30. 1995 B T ast
The Honorable Jesse Brown
Secretary

Degnmm of Veterans Affairs
810 Vermont Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20420

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Iamwﬁﬁngminquirpabemtbeimplemuﬁonohu}mviﬂoninmbﬁcuw
103-446, the Veterans' Benefits Improvements Acl 1994, that calls for a review of the illnesses,
birthdeﬁecmandoth:rdisordmr?abdby of ailing Gulf War vezerans. As the
pximdspomorofthispmvision. am troubl to heur from veterans that the VA has not yet
begtmtoaddqunﬁﬁeddependznsmﬂumimGulfVetum‘HedthRegimy.

When Gulf War veterans began reportin mcdicﬂpoblcmﬂ:nmldnotbegivenamﬁunnl
diagnosis, the 102nd Congress created Persian Gulf Veterans” Health Regisuwy. Having
lamdﬁommxexpeiemswimwmuxpmedmmmngpdmingchmmewe
kncwthnmceolhqﬁmofrdmmndkddaamaudﬂmWeﬁmtbmwhmmdr
scrvioeintthulfwnstbzcanseofthevum‘mnem Since the creation of the Registry,
WdeWuWMepummmmewmm
pmVid.ingtheVA.withvduablebuelinedmmtheirﬂm.

Smethudmc,mmyaﬂingwhwe@mdthnwcbsenmﬂymemhemmm

ienci hcalthpmblumwhichmlyberelnndtoﬂnirGulanrservice. dependents
donmwceiwcamthmughﬂnVA.however.thuahasbunmmymwdummucdﬂmsorto
gnhadatﬁhmcanbeusedbymammmminewhemaﬁuHWarﬂhemm
transrnissible. :

mmonlmmmmhma&msmmb{"mmmmmmmm
smsofﬂlspousesandchildmnonthev.&'s stry. In other wards, it was designed to build
uponghegnfomnionmmduVAhnakudymuwmdmamngvmmthmgbmekﬁm
cxaminations. .

Thcﬁaﬂmmypmposawnmadiﬁ:dsnghdyheonfuemmwmnaunecmnymdicd
mnnﬁonsmdmmcmmdmmnm-VAmdoﬁmmhs&muﬂgods—
:hnlis,toprovidedhgnnm'cmtofmﬂymbuswhommmdmggncrmdnuthntwin
emueusmevduamwhuhaGulferetmmammnﬁtﬂngthzkmnmmmmﬁmny
members. Mmekegisuydmdypcoﬁduuswhhdlnmvmmwhohavempmmnmey
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The Honorable Jesse Brown
June 30, 1995

Page Two

1 would i knowinghowtheVAimendsmimplemtﬁﬁsPtovisibnandwhmyouexpect
such i jon to be completed.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

TAD/rhg






Dr. James Moss was invited to testify at a May 1994 hearing
before the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee regarding his
insecticide research. Dr. Moss had conducted research on
cockroaches that indicated that insecticides/insect repellents
that were used by Gulf War veterans became much more toxic when
used in combination with pyridostigmine bromide, an anti-nerve
gas agent that was taken by the majority of US troops in the Gulf
War. According to Dr. Moss (see letter, Attachment #1), USDA
officials were opposed to having Dr. Moss testify until Sen. Jay
Rockefeller, who chaired the Senate Committee, insisted that he
appear before the panel.

Dr. Moss’ 2-year post-doctoral fellowship, which began in
1990, was renewed in 1992 and was completed on June 30, 1994.
His efforts to find a permanent position at ARS were
unsuccessful. Speculation has been raised that he was not given
a permanent position because of his testimony. A copy of his
testimony is enclosed (Attachment #2).

Congress passed legislation requiring that DOD fund research
in this area. A preliminary study, conducted on rats, confirmed
Dr. Moss’ findings regarding the toxic interaction between two
insecticides and pyridostigmine bromide. (Those research results,
dated March 29, 1995, are Attachment #3). In addition, Ross
Perot Funded a study at Duke University that conducts similar
research on chickens. The Duke study, which was written up in
USA Today (Attachment #4), also confirms Dr. Moss’ findings.
However, these studies are considered preliminary, and Dr. Moss
is still seeking a position that will enable him to determine the
reasons for the toxic interaction and its implications for the
safety of insecticides for animals and humans,

Press allegations and Congressional concerns about the
future of USDA’s research in this area and possible retaliation
against Dr. Moss have continued, in newspaper articles and on TV
newsmagazine programs. When these allegations came to the
attention of the White House Office of Cabinet Affairs several
weeks ago, Cabinet Affairs’ staff called USDA to ask whether the
Department was investigating the matter. USDA said it never
hires post doctoral fellows into regular positions and that Dr.
Moss’ research was not authorized because it was not within the
mission of USDA. This statement was also made by a USDA official
last year (Attachments #5 and #6).

Dr. Moss says that since his goal was to study how to make
insecticides more safe and effective, the interactions with other
substances that could make them more effective (or less safe) was
relevant. Dr. Moss studied many such interactions, including
several other insecticides and chemicals that are commonly used
by U.S. civilians. The toxic interaction with pyridostigmine is
of particular interest regarding Gulf War illnesses, but the
other chemicals he studied have implications for civilians and
U.S. troops.
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1508 NW 35th Way
Gainesville, P1 32605
Phone: (904) 375-3102
May 15, 1995

Hon. Dan Glickman

Secretary of Agriculture

U.S. Departmant of Agriculture

Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary Glickman,

I have recently been interviewed by several television
networks regarding research I conducted at USDA before I lost my
job there last year. I would like to apprise you of the
situation and ask for your assistance so that I can continue this
important research.

I conducted research in USDA-ARS from 1987 to 1994. Prom
1990 to 1994 I worked as an insecticide toxicologist. My
research was designed to discover the mode of action of
part.icidar am part of tha USDA-ARS mission to find safer and more
effective insect control. In November 1993, I expressed nry
concerns to my lahoratory director ahout. the porential risks of
DEET (an insect repellant that the USDA developed) when it is
mixed with organophosphates such as those used as insecticider
and .chemical warfare agents. During my remaining tenure at ARS
(to June %4), I found that DERT and another chemical
(pyridostigmine) which was taken for nerve gas protection in the
Parsian Gulf War (Desert Storm) interacted synergistically in
cockroaches. In other words, sublethal amounts of DEET caused
pyridostigmine to be more toxic, and when sublethal amounts of
pyridostigmine were used it caused DBET to be more toxic.

I was invited to testify at the Senate Veteran’s Affairs
hearing on May 6 1994, which dealt with possible health problems
associated with our troops’ service in the Persian Gulf. I was
invited because Senator Rockefeller, who chaired the committee,
had concerns about pyridostigmine and its possible interactions
with incecoticides. Thie upeet USDA-ARS officials, who may have
assumed that I was attempting to circumvent ®proper" channels. 1
was told by my superiors at ARS that I chould not talk about my
research to anyone, and USDA made every effort to convince Sen.
Rockefeller that I should not toetify. ARE officialoc apparently
were concerned about the negative publicity for DEET. This ARS
response may be becouse DBET was dcvclopcd and hac bcen promoted
by ARS, or it may have been an excessive response to Qquestions by
S. C. Johnson Inc., about my research. &en. Rockcfcllcr inoiotcd
that I testify and I did so. After my testimony I was treated as
a traitor by my laboratory director, Dr. Gary Mount. A collcaguc
at ARS told me that he was instructed by Dr. Mount not to hire me

under any circumstances.
1 A%SCL\M&A#
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Since my 4-year position at USDA was due to end in June
1994, it is very difflicult to prove that 1 was treated unfairly
as a result of my research findings or testimony. However, many
USDA post-doctoral fellows are hired for permanent positions. In
addition. Dr. Gary Mount informed Dr. Jack Seawright of the
Gainesville laboratory that bes did not want me in the laboratory
under any conditions, even if I arranged to frocure my own
funding. 1In addition, Dr. Mount stated publicly (see attached
Gannett News Service report), that I was conducting "unauthorized
research". In fact, my research was entirely appropriate tor my
position at USDA. Based on his experiences with USDA regarding
my testimony, Sen. Rockefeller expressed concern to the national
media that USDA retaliated against me.

I asked the USDA IG to determine whether USDA had treated me
unfairly and had suppressed information potentially related to
health and national security. Unfortunately, the IG conducted a
superficial investigation, and never even interviewed me or the
colleaguars who supported my work. Based on a very one-gsided
investigation, the IG concluded that there was no evidence that
ARS retaliarad against me or suppressed important information.

As a rasult of ARS officials’ decision not to allow me to be
rehired, I have been unable to continue my research on the
possible toxic effects of insecticides and anti-nexve gas agents
which were used by US troops. Instead, I am working as a
substitute teachar in the public school system in Gainesville. I
believe that the treatment I received at USDA is not consistent
with the goals of the Clinton Administration regarding research
on the possible effects of pesticides on US troops and civilians.
It has 8¢t back researrh on pnssible causes of Gulf War illness
by at least 18 months.

I am writing to ask you to look into this issue, and se2 for
yoursaelf how my regearch was undarmined by a national program
leader (Ralph Bram), area director (Mary Carter), laboratory
director (Gary Mount), and researrh leader (Richard Patterson).

I am sending a copy to the White House so that it will be
forwarded to the President’s Advisnry Committee on Gulf War
Illnesses.

In the last year, I have been asked to criticize USDA on
national televigion, and to testify againsr veterans in a lawsuit
pertaining to Gulf War illnesses. These activities are not
consigtent with my values as a scientigt and formar USDA
researcher. Rather, my goal iB to continue my research which may
help determinc the rieke of DRET and other insecticides, when
used alone or in combination with other chemicals.

I would like to return to USDA to continue the research I
begar with thc goal of determining the mechanism of action and
the reasons for the interactions of the chemicals I was studying.

2



The work did and would continue to fit well within the
requirements for which I was originaliy hired and I would
continue to produce information which might be of great value for
more productive and safer use of insecticides. Detalled
information on the interactions of the chemicals I was working
with could be very useful for the USDA-DoD ingect repellant
program, the Department of Defense chemical agents program, the
Department of Veterans’ Affairs Gulf War illiness effortws, the
President.’R Advisory Committee on Gulf War Illnesses as well as
for pesticide producers. I would produce results using insecis
which could then be verified on vertebrate models when
appropriate. This is what occurred when Duke University
researchers successfully reproduced some of my insect studies
using vertebrates (CoD has been reported to have done the same).
Had I continuved, tedting of my hypotheses for the causes of
interactions of these chemicals would now be complete.

I believe that knowledge of insecticide and DEBT mode of
action will be extremely important in the search for more
effective and safe insecticides and repellents. I also believe
that as governmant scientists, and citizens, we are morally
obliged to vigorously pursue any real poseibility that chemicals
we produce, and promore, may present a public health hazard. The
commitment of resources for research which might have
implications on human haalth is a policy matter, but I have
operated under the assumption that USDA has a special
rcaponeibility to be senritive to any health concerns about DRET
and that any knowledge we may have should be vigorously pursued.
Thank you for taking the time to consider this.

Si cerely,@\ nf\m

. I. Moss, Ph.D.

cc: Tha FPirot Lady, Hillary Rodham Clinton
Senator John D. Rockefeller, 1V
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United States Agricuttural Office of the Washington, D.C.
Oapatnar of Ressarch Administrator 20250

Agricfure Service
NAY 28 1995

James I. Moss, Ph.D.
1508 NW 35th Way
Gaincsville, Florida 3260S

Dear Dr. Moss:

Thank you for your letter of May 15 to Secretary Dan Glickman conceming your fonner
employment at the Agricultural Research Service's (ARS) Medical and Veterinary Entomology
Research Laboratory (MAVERL) in Gainesville, Florida. Your correspondence has been
referred to ARS for response.

You state in your letter to Secretary Glickman that you were not hired for a permanent
position at MAVERL because of your observations on the syncrgism of the insect repellent
DEBT with other insecticides and their possible relationship to Gulf War Syndrome. Although
your observations were made outside of your assigned research on cockroaches and have not
been peer-reviewed or reproduced in other laboratories--prerequisites of good science--your
employment with the Department of Agriculture was not tenninated for this reason. As you
know, you were on a temporary appointment under our Post-Doctoral Resecarch Associate
Program, which ended on June 30, 1994. For the most part, such appointments are for 2 years.
Your appointment, which began in 1990 was subscquently extended for an additional 2 years--
the meximum permitted. Thus, you were aware as early as 1992 that your appointment would
terminate on June 30, 1994, us noted on puge two of your letter.

We assure you that no one wants more than we do for a cause and cure to be found for the
mysterious syinptoms called Gulf War Syndrome afflicting many of our Gulf War veterans.
However, it is not the intent of ARS to do follow-up research on this subject. We do not
have the toxicological expertise to conduct such confirmatory research which ultimately would
require human subjects, Such work would more appropriately be done by the Environmental
Protection Agency or the U.S. Army Center for Health Promotion and Preventive Medicine.
To ensure they were aware of your observations, we shared copies of your data with them
and the U.S. Amy Center for Health Promotion did pursue your work. Your raw duta,
laboratory books and logs, summarized data and menoranda are secured at the Qainesville
laboratory and, since they are public information, will be made available upon request.

We hope this information will resolve any question you might have had about your
appointment.

Sincerely,

K L 1omwnel!

R. D. PLOWMAN
Adniinistrator

Agricultural
Retoarch

Senvice
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Acute Oral Toxicity Study of
Pyridostigmine Bromide, Permethrin,
and DEET in the
Laboratory Rat

Directorate of Laboratory Science

U.S. Army Center for Health Promotion
and Preventive Medicine (Prov.)

March 29, 1995

Brifer: Will McCain, Ph.D.



Summary of
First Dosage Level'

** p<0.01

90 S—

Additive value Iine

PB and Permathnin PB and DEET Permettnn and DEET

'First dosage level = first and second compound at LD 4
third compound at LD,

Conclusions

® Acute oral toxicity studies suggest a
greater than additive mortality occurs
when male rats are given the following
combinations orally:

— Pyridostigmine, permethnn, and DEET
— Pyridostigmine and permethrin
— Pyridostigmine and DEET



Conclusions (continued)

® Acute oral toxicity studies suggest no
significant alteration in mortality occurs
when male rats are given a combination
of permethrin and DEET orally.

Cautions

® This was a preliminary study.
— First step in a toxicity assessment.

® Concurrent oral exposure is not the human
exposure scenario.
- Oral exposure for pyridostigmine.
— Dermal exposure for permethrin and DEET.

® Study design based on lethality from a
single exposure.

— Dose levels are far in excess of the expected use
in humans.
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SCIENTIST FIGHTS PIRING OVER GULF WAR ILLNESS RESBARCH 10/1/94
By NORM BRRWER Gannett News Service - San Jose Mercury News

WASHINGTON -- An Agriculture Department scientist has lost his
job after pushing research that could help explain why thousands
of Persian Gulf veterans have become i11.

Dr. Jim Moss, who worked at a USDA laborato in Gainesville,
P1a., has appealed. charqing his superiors ;Xelded to pressure
from at least one manufacturer of DBBT (diethyltoluamide), a bug
repallant used by soldiers in the 1991 war.

Moss, in an interview, said his research on cockroaches showed
that when DBET was combined with an anti-nerve gas agent that
also wag widaly used in the gulf, the toxicity of DBET increased
five to tenfold.

He said that shortly after informing the chemical company and
USDA officials of his findings in November, he was called in by a
supervisor.

"I was told not to talk about that ... and was told to stop doing
the research (or) dirciplinary action could be taken," Moss said.

He said he insisted tha order be put in writing, and when it was
not he continued his research. Over objections by the USDA, he
aleo testified about hir findings before the Senate Veterans
Affairs Committee in May. He had been hired in 1990 under a
"term® appointment, and whan it expired June 30, Moss said he was

"let go."

"I'm not paying what he did was not important,*® Mount said.
"Obviously, it is very important. It is not the mission of this
laboratory."

Calling Mount’s cxplanation for his dismissal "weasel words."
Moss said, "I think 1 had a moral responsibility to do what I
did. Anybody wvho has information that impinges on public safety
has an obligation to do so."

The Defense Department is pursuing independent, follow-up
research on what Mooos found, according to Lt. Cnl. Doug Hart, a
Pentagon spokesman. "It’s the next logical step after Jim Moss’s
sLudy. "

; k’\“ﬁc LWLJF
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Alro, Sen. John D. Rockefeller, chairman of the Veterans Affairs
Committee, said Moss’ preliminary findings are "extremely
important." Rockefeller has written Agriculture Secretary Mike
Bspy for his "assistance in safeguarding“ Mosa’ research datra.
Pollowing an investigation by his committee, Rockefeller
concluded that vaccines and drugs given Lo U.S. troops in the
gulf “could be causing many of the ’‘mysterious illnesses’ those
veterans are now experiencing."

Those vaccines included pyridostigmine, given to about two-thirds
of the 695,000 U.S. troops to counter the potential threat of a
nerve agent attack by Iraq. That compound, Muss discovcred,
substantially increased the potency of DEBT, which was in the
standard issue repellents used in the guilr.

Mount, who declined to comment on most Of the issues in Moss’
case, did ray f£inding better ways to control cockroaches is of
economic concern to pest control operators and associations that
raepresent tham.

nI did research on cockroaches," Moss insisted, explaining the
normal course of that work caused him to explore Lhe
"synergistic” effect -- one chemical increasing the impact of
another -- of DBET and anti-nerve agents.

He said he already was into that research when he read news
rcports about how pyridostigmine was suspected of causing Persian
Gulf Syndrome -- illnesses afflicting perhaps 29,000 gulf
vcterans. Those illnesses range from muscle aches and pains to
tunors and respiratory problems.

So he combined pyridostigmine and DERET, said Moes, ackuowledging
that, "If I had never heard of the gulf war, I doubt I would have

" e

Moss, whose annual salary was $45,000, said another USDA employee
told him that a chemical company had complained to Agriculture
Department officials in Washington. He declined to identify the
company or the officiale, expreesing concern about legal
retaliation.

Moss said there is a broader public safety question because rhere
have been caee¢ of people having seriocus reactions when using
such repellents containing DEBT, particularly in high
concentrations or in comhination with other cremicals.

Moss, 43, an insecticide roxicologist with a doctorate from the
University of California, Riverside, said DERT has been used for
about 40 yearo, but it is not known how it works. His research
indicates, for the first time, the repellent attacks celiular
syslLems, he said. He said USDA could rule on his appeal in
October. MRRCURY CENTER CODE: N895 ID: mel4i4d3s5g
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Busick, Paul E.

———— sl

From: Busick, Paul E.

To: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary '

Cc: /R, Record at A1; @GWwI - Guif War llinesses; @DEFENSE - Defense Policy; @LEGAL -

Legal Advisor; @L.EGISLAT-Lagislative Affairs; @PLANNING - Strat Plan & Comm;
- @PRESS - Public Affairs; @NSA - Natl Security Advisor
Subject: QGWI Update Bulletin [UNCLASSIFIED)
Date: Tuesday, January 28, 1997 7:50PM

FOR @NSA, PLEASE HIGHLIGHT PARAGRAPH 1 FOR SANDY...

Don:

1) | spoke with CBS News' David Martin today to get an update on their "Eye on America™ piece
due to air next week. He alleges there is a memo the First Lady wrote to the President in early 1995 which
is the genesis of the decision process leading to creation of the PAC. He is working directly with the First
Lady's press folks to get a copy of the memo. | celied her press office as | have never seen/heard of such a
document and hope to get a definitive clarification from them tomorrow -- if the document exists. | will seek
to coordinate a decision on whether to release it to CBS. in addition to the First Lady involvement, David
Martin has pieced together a timeline on the information/intelligence awareness at DOD, CIA and UNSCOM
of Khamisiyah's occurrence. He characterized the delay involved as most probably attributable to
"bureaucratic ineptness” on the part of DOD rather than as a cover-up. He also acknowledged the Press
had overlooked UNSCOM's public statements on the issue, but conceded their feature won't include this

aspect of the story.

2) DOD's Dr. Rostker and GEN Schwarzkopf are the featured witnesses at the Senate Veterans
Affairs hearing tomorrow. The General's personal logs have been reviewed in their entirety (except for the
enclosures In the possession of the National Archives), by the PAC, DOD, CIA, and the Veterans Committee
staff. All indications | have are that no "smoking gun” exists, and that in fact the General's log shows
considerable concern for the possibility of chemical attack and the need for medical care if one occurs. We
have not seen his testimony, nor has DOD. Our review of Dr. Rostker's testimony shows very little change
from previous testimony cleared by OMRB for a prior appearance. | have suggested minor revisions which
primarily acknowledge the need for close coordination with VA on health care, investigation findings and
research; copies of the testimony (annotated with our suggestions) have been passed to OMB and Kitty
Higgins. | expect considerable press attention to tomorrow's hearing.

3) We continue our efforts to expedite the Executive Order extending the PAC and expect OMB to
complete its processes in time for execution by Thursday. DOD is working on a contingency plan to kogp
the PAC in business (i.e., avoiding a pay and security clearance lapse for the staff} if OMB misses the
deadline. Based on our preliminary consultation with Alan Kreczko, this ptan would likely take the form of
an NSC EXECSEC to DOD EXECSEC document to the effect that the President has decided to extend the
PAC ({vice providing an actual copy of the Presidential decision memorandum).

4) Finally, attached is the latest GWI calendar highlighting upcoming events.

cc: Kitty Higging & Ann McGuire; Jack Gibbons & Cliff Gabriel; Melanne Verveer & Nicole Rabner; Al
Maldon
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(b)(6)

Nancy and their children were stationed in Germany during
the Gulf War, and Barry sent his clothes back to them. They
arrive within 24 hours, and were wet and dirty. She and the
children washed them and they and other items from the Gulf were
stored in the baby's room. (b)(6)

(b)(6)

Questions for the Panel

These are the kinds of questions that can keep the
conversation moving:

1. Can you each tell me about the kinds of symptoms and
illnesses that you have had since returning from the Persian Gulf
War?

2. Did you have any symptoms while you were in the Gulf?

3. Have you been diagnosed yet?

4. Do you have any thoughts about what might have caused
your illnesses? Did you have any bad reactions to anything you
were exposed to in the Gulf War?

5. Have you received medical treatment that is helping you?

6. Do any of you have spouses or children who have
illnesses that seem to be related to your illnesses?

7. Is there anything else that you would like to tell me
about your illnesses or medical care?

III. PARTICIPANTS

Greeters

-Deputy Secretary John Deutch
























'RES P\.ﬂ_ow/



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 1096
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

February 13, 1998
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER
JOHN H. GIBBONS
THURGOOD MARSHALL, JR.TM
MELANNE VERVEER "

2

12

THROUGH : PAUL E. BUSICK ﬂiﬁD

FROM: PHILLIP J. HEYLJK

SUBJECT: Transmittal to the President of the Agency

Responses to the Presidential Advisory Committee
on Gulf War Illnesses’ Special Report

Tab I is the information memorandum to the President that
transmits the agencies’ responses to the Presidential Advisory
Committee on Gulf War Illnesses’ (PAC) Special Report.

We are pleased with the agencies’ response to the PAC’s
recommendations and concur with their responses. The Executive
Order for the Special Oversight Board is currently in final
clearance, and the White House Office of Presidential Personnel
has finished vetting the members of the Board.

With the departure of the PAC (and recognizing that DoD must
complete the remaining investigations) we are able to make a
strategic shift away from investigations to proper health care
and compensation for the veterans. In the meantime, attention
will turn to the Department of Veterans Affairs to ensure that
our veterans are getting the best possible health care and
benefits.

Concurrence by: Bgll, Ru%\an, Baker, Luzzatto, BlJ%ken

RECOMMENDATION

That you initial the information memorandum at Tab I.

Attachments

Tab I Information Memorandum for the President
Tab A Agency Responses to the PAC’s Special Report
Tab B PAC’s Special Report














































































































